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t:o    the    K  I  n  g. 
SIRE, 

_/^S  it  is  the  happy  privilege  of  all  the  dutiful  filbjeds  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  empire,  without  regard  to  rank  or  diftindion,  to  addrefs  their  fove- 
reign,  it  can  be  no  prefumption  in  one  who  wifhes  well  to  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  the  illuftrious  family  of  Brunfwick,  though  remote  front 
the  throne,-  thus  to  addrefs  your  Majefty.  To  wifh  well  to  the  right- 
ful fovereign  of  thefe  kingdoms,  is  the  duty  of  all  Pi'oteftants;  and 
the  happinefs  of  a  Prince  ruling  by  law,  ought  to  he  the  prayer  of  all  good 
fubjefts.  A  rcfledion  upon  the  unhappinefs  of  former  times,  when  ty- 
ranny, and  the  iron  rod  of  arhltrary  po=-Mer  ^  ruled  over  thefe  realms,  makes 
the  dutiful  fubjefts  of  your  Majefty  rejoice,  that  they  ^re,  by  the  glori- 
ous Hanoverian  fuccejjion^  fet  free  from  the  appreheniiotts  of  c/iv'/and 
religious Jlavery, 


Your  Majefty's  true  friends  will  always  join  the  glorious  Revolution  j 
and  the  fucceffion  of  your  family  to  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms,  in  their, 
united  thankfgivirigs  to  Heaven;  and  never  forget  the  5th  of  Nover»iber 
and  the  glorious  firft  of  Auguft,  when  popery  and  arbitrary  power  wers 
fo  effe£lually  haffled. 

The  warm  expreffioris  of  heatt-felt  joy,  which  your  fubjefls  loudly 
manifefted  at  your  acceffion  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  could  not 
but  declare  to  all  the  world,  how  happy  they  were,  in  having  a  Pro- 
teftant  Prince  born  among  them,  to  be  their  King.  Your  Majefty's 
gracious  fpeech  on  that  occafion  was  received  with  raptures  throughout 
the  whole  empirCj  and  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  your  fubjeds  were 
tranfported  with  your  royal  fentiments. 

There  have  been  few  fovereignSj  fince  the  nrft  inftitution  of  govern- 
ment, that  have  had  all  the  fatisfadion  they  could  have  defired  :  Mif- 
underfiandings  and  mif managements^  in  high  and  lovi-,  are  common  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  human  nature.  It  requires  a  more  exalted  ftate  of 
exiftence,  than  any  rank  of  beings  in  this  fyftem  arrive  at,  to  be  per- 
fect. The  fubject  of  this  hiftory,  thus  addrefted  to  your  JNIajefty,  is  a 
palpable  proof  of  the  <vjeahiefs  and  i}nperfe£lion  of   mortals  in  this 

world. 

^A  a  The 


The  far  greater  part  of  your  Majefty'a  good  fubjefls,  are  much  af- 
fli(^d  for  the  cau/es  and  occafion  of  the  prefent  unhappy  contention  in 
the  Britifh  empire,  and  from  their  hearts  earneftly  pray,  that  it  may  be 
fpeedily  at  an  end ;  that  your  Majefty  may  enjoy  the  fweets  of  peace, 
and  the  real  pleafure  of  ruling  a  dutiful  and  happy  people. 

Hirtory  mull  record  the  events  that  happen  in  time,  that  future  ages 
may  know  what  has  pafled  in  former  periods  of  the  world,  and  take  an 
e^tample  and  warning  from  the  tranfadtions  of  their  predeceflbrs.  An 
hiftorian  fhould  know  no  party,  but  record  truth.  Adulation  and  flat- 
tery as  well  as  rancor  and  prejudice^  are  inconfiftent  with  the  charadler 
of  an  honeft  hiftorian.  The  author  perfumes  that  your  Majefty  will 
meet  with  none  of  thefe  in  his  hiftory.  .Love  of  liberty,  and  of  his 
fovereign,  has  made  him  write  freely ;  and  if  he  have  any  ruling  pre- 
judice, it  is  in  favour  of  his  Country^  his  King^  and  the  Law,  Your  Ma- 
jefty will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  accept  of  this  humble  addrefs  of  a 
fubjeft,  who  is  fmcerply  attached  to  the  Brunfwick  family  ;  who  love* 
his  King  and  Country,  values  liberty  and  religion,  and  reveres  the  Bri- 
tilh  conftitution  ;  who  (incerely  wilhes  that  your  Majefty,  your  royal 
confort,  and  family,  may  live  long,  that  it  may  be  your  happinefs  to 
rule  with  wifdom,  live  in  tranquillity,  and  make  your  fubjedts  happy ;— « 
and  at  laft  enjoy  a  kingdom,  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth 
aot  away ; 

Such  is  the  lin(fere  prayer. 

Of  your  Majefty's  moft  humble, 

And  moft  dutiful  Subje<5t, 

JAMES  MURRAY. 

Neivcaflle  upon  Tytte^ 
Jan.  25,  1782. 
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CHAP.     I. 


War  more  celebrated  in  hijiory  than  the  arts  of  peace — 
the  American  War  proceeded  from  two  caujes — an  ac- 
count of  the  Cyder  A§i — the  Stamp  Aff — debates  con- 
cerning it — the  proceedings  of  the  Colonijls  againjl 
it — the  Americans  would  have  defended  themfelves 
without  our  help — the  parliament  would  not  fuffer 
them — DoStor  Franklin's  letter  to  Governor  Shirley. 


w. 


AR,  though  of  all  things  the  moft  deftrudlive 
to  the  human  Ipecies,  and  contrary  to  the  original 
diftates  of  nature,  has  in  all  ages  of  the  world  filled 
up  a  great  part  of  the  hiftory  of  nations.  The  laws 
and  conftitutions  of  kingdorns,  and  the  improvements 
of  virtue  and  fcience,  make  a  fmall  figure  in  the  an- 
nals of  empires,  when  compared  with  the  ponderous 
volumes  that  contain  the  atchievements  of  foldiers, 
and  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  war.  The  \Vorks  of 
Archimedes,  Socrates,  and  Plato  ?  the  laws  of  Solon, 
and  other  eminent  legiflators,  fill  up  but  a  few  pages 
in  comparifon  of  the  hiftory  of  the  wars  of  Greece 
and  Rome.  It  is  cuftom  that  renders  the  moft  dif- 
agreeable  things  familiar,  makes  things  difguftful  at 

firft. 
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firft,  afterwards  pleafant  j  and  ftamps  the  moft  aban- 
doned of  all  aftions  with  the  epithet  of  glory.     The 
glory  of   war  is  a  creature  of  the  imagination  j  often 
formed  by  caprice,  nurfed  by  policy,  and  mamumitted 
by  public  authority  ;   when  yet  this  unnatural  creature 
of  fancy,  inftead  of  promoting  public  or  private  happi- 
ncfs,  is  the  torment  of  the  pofTefTor,  and  the  univerfal 
bane  of  all  fociety.  A  thirft  after  this  glory,  and  a  pro- 
penfity  for  renown  in  martial  exploits,  have  made  fruit- 
ful countries  a  wildernefs,  cities  a  defolation,  and  em- 
pires fcenes  of  flaughter;   this  unnatural  appetite  drags 
the  parent  from  his  family,  the  children  from  their  pa- 
rents, renders  the  widow  defolate,  their  children  father- 
Icfs,  and  the  father  without  offspring.     Hence  it  be- 
comes glorious  to  thirft  for  blood,  an  honour  to  fpoil 
our  neighbours,  and  the  dignity  of  men  to  live  by  ra- 
pine.    It  is  magnanimity  to  fall  at  the  command  of 
princes;   and  to  return  maimed  from  battle,  though  in 
an  unjuft  caufe,  is  accounted  bravery  in  the  loweft  in- 
dividual. By  giving  falfe  names  and  epithets  to  things, 
and  by  frequently  repeating  them  as  matters  of  the 
higheft  importance,  they  at  laft  leave    an  impreflion 
which  becom.es  a  principle  of  aftion  in  the  minds  of 
fuch  as  do  not  examine  them. 

The  prefent  war  in  America  feems  to  have  pro- 
ceeded from  two  general  caufes  j  an  exceflive  defireu 
of  dominion  in  government,  and  an  exceeding  great 
jealoufy  in  the  people  of  the  colonies,  of  minifterial 
dcfigns  againft  their  natural  rights  and  liberties.  It 
cannot  be  difputed  that  the  legillature  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  well  as  the  executive  power,  by  modern 
llatutes  of  parliament,  which  had  all  the  appearance 
of  fclfiflinefs  and  domination,  gave  fufficient  ground 
of  jealoufy  to  the  colonies.  From  the  pretence  of 
expences  and  difburfcments,  laid  out  for  the  de- 
fence 
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fence  of  America,  the  government  of  the  mother 
country  claimed  a  right  of  internal  taxation,  unknown 
to  the  Englifh  conftitution;  and  proceeded  to  frame 
new  laws,  which  in  their  own  nature  declared  that 
the  fole  right  of  legiflation  remained  in  the  parliament 
of  England.  In  this  cafe  the  fubjeds  of  the  empire  in 
that  weftern  part  of  the  world,  were  confidered,  not 
as  other  fubjefts,  but  as  vaflals,  under  abfolute  autho- 
rity, to  a  legiflature,  in  which  they  had  none  to  repre- 
fent  them,  and  who  were  not  under  fufficient  obliga- 
tions to  pay  regard  to  their  interefb.  The  late  war  with 
France  and  Spain,  had  added  an  enormous  weight  of 
debt  to  our  former  national  burdens,  and  the  peace 
that  was  but  lately  concluded  had  given  us  an  ad- 
dition of  territory,  without  making  us  any  richer  than 
v/e  were  before.  As  foon  as  peace  gave  the  nation 
time  to  refle6l,  it  was  found  that  the  flattering  ideas  of 
x;onqueft  could  not  remove  the  feelings,  which  the 
prelTure  of  fo  many  millions  of  debt,  had  impreffed  on 
out  national  conftitution.  It  was  expected  that  our 
debts  would  have  been  lefTened,  our  taxes  reduced, 
and  our  burdens  lightened;  but  the  hot  fever  of  war 
had  fo  relaxed  the  folids  of  the  body  politic,  and 
weakened  the  whole  frame  of  the  conftitution,  that 
the  nation  foon  after  the  ratification  of  the  peace,  ap- 
peared in  the  fecond  ftage  of  a  confumption.  The 
conduflors  of  the  laft  ftages  of  the  war,  who  had  only 
proceeded  upon  the  plan  which  a  minifter,  the  glory 
of  his  country  had  formed  before,  were  obliged  ig- 
nominioully  to  drop  it,  for  want  of  credit  and  capacity 
to  carry  it  on ;  and  ratified  a  peace  as  inglorious  as  the 
war  had  been  fuccefsful.  Though  an  indifferent  peace 
is  preferable  to  even  a  fuccefsful  ftate  of  war,  yet  when 
a  nation  is  laden  with  a  burden  of  enormous  debt, 
C.ontraded  for  its  own  defence  againft  aperverfe  ene- 
my. 


8  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y     O  F 

my,  wifdom  and  political  prudence,  will  certainly  vin- 
dicate a  nation,  in  making  their  enemies,  when  they 
are  in  their  power,  pay  as  much  of  the  debt  contract- 
ed as  it  is  poflible  to  obtain  from  them.  The  nego- 
ciators  of  the  peace  were  confidered  by  the  nation  as 
men  unfriendly  to  the  common  intereft,  and  perfons, 
who  when  they  were  fenfible  of  their  incapacity  to 
carry  on  the  war,  were  determined  to  conclude  a 
peace,  with  as  much  advantage  to  their  own  private 
intereft  as  poflible.  Demands  which  might  have  pro- 
tra<5led  a  war,  which  they  neither  had  genius  nor  cre- 
dit to  carry  on,  were  induftrioufly  avoided,  and  the 
more  mild  requifitions  of  private  douceurs  were  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  adopted.  Whether  this  jealoufy 
of  the  nation  proceeded  from  a  fufpicion  founded  in 
diftruft,  or  from  fignatures  which  implied  moral  cer- 
tainty, I  will  not  pretend  to  determine;  but  it  was  the 
general  opinion  of  the  people  at  that  period,  that  the 
French  miniftry  purchased  the  peace,  and  that  fome 
perfons  of  nofmall  diftinftion  in  England,  received  the 
price  thereof.  What  gave  more  weight  to  thefe  fuf- 
picions  of  the  people  on  this  occafion  was,  that  their 
favourite  minifter,  who  had  recovered  the  nation  from 
difgrace,  and  exalted  it  to  an  high  pitch  of  glory  and 
renown,  had  for  fome  time  been  difplaced,  through  the 
influence  of  the  royal  favourite,  who  now  was  fup- 
pofed  to  manage  all  the  fprings  of  government.  It  is 
fo  feldom  a  prime  minifter  is  univerfally  cfteemed, 
and  when  fuch  a  phenomenon  happens  in  the  politi- 
cal world,  it  muft  be  an  unpopular  adbion  in  a  fove- 
reign,  to  turn  him  out  of  office,  without  fetting  forth 
fome  confpicuous  a6t:s  of  his  mal-adminifl:ration.  The 
whole  tranfadions  concerning  the  peace,  being  car- 
ried on  by  men  of  diff'erent  complexions  and  charac- 
ters from  their  former  minifl:er,   afforded  ground  of 

fufpicion 


THE    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  ^ 

fuipicion,  that  neither  the  inclinations  of  the  fiibjefis^ , 
nor  the  iiitereft  of  the  nation,  were  regarded  by  the 
fovereign  and  his  minifters.  On  this  accoiintj  many 
things  iticonfiftent  with  candour  and  charity,  were 
furmifed,  and  oftentimes  publicly  affirmed,  for  which 
fhere  was  no  certain  proof,  nor  the  leaft  public  evi- 
dence. It  will  not  from  hence  follow,  that  the  op- 
pofition  of  the  nation  to  the  me.ifures  of  the  minifter, 
proceeded  from  a  fpirit  of  fadlion  and  reftlefsnefs ; 
for  while;  the  people  faw  a  rnan  at  the  helm  who 
knew  to  fleer  his  courfe,  with  wifdom  and  fuccefsj 
they  voluntarily  gave  both  him  and  his  mafter  all  due 
honour  and  applaufe.  They  confidered  the  removal 
of  this  favourite  from  his  maiefty's  fervice  as  a  public 
difrefpeft  fhewn  to  the  national  approbation  j  and 
concluded,  that  fome  new  ideas  of  favouritifm  ruled 
in  the  cabinet^  unknown  in  the  two  former  reigns. 
It  was  faid  that  the  former  minifter  was  haughty,  that 
his  ambition  was  boundlefs,  that  he  wanted  to  rule 
both  the  king  and  the  nation,  arid  that  he  had  not 
Ihewn  that  refpeft  to  his  fovereign  which  became  afcr- 
vant.  Theie  jefleftions  were  grounded  upon  his  re- 
fufing  to  ferve  jointly  in  the  cabinet,  and  in  the  mini- 
ftry,  with  men  whofe  principles  he  abhored,  and  of 
whofe  abilities  he  had  no  opinion.  He  had  propofed 
to  give  a  blov/  to  Spain  at  a  time  when  her  beha- 
viour was  equivocal,  that  would  have  inftantly  made 
her  feel,  and  prevented  a  tedious  war,  which  after- 
wards was  carried  on  at  a  great  expence  of  blood  and 
treafure:  But  this  propofal  was  rejefled  as  unfair  and 
lingenerous,  and  not  confiftent  with  the  laws  of  na- 
tions.  Fruitlefs  queries  were  fent,  and  equivocal 
anfwefs  returned,  till  the  Spanifh  flota  arrived,  and 
then  the  court  of  Madrid  pulled  off  the  maflv.  From 
this  Lord  Chatham  concluded,  that  it  was  impofTible 
Vol,  I.  B  to 
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to  carry  on  a  war  with  fuccefs,  or  to  manage  the  na- 
tional affairs  with  honour,  jointly  with  men,  who  either 
through  partiality  or  want  of  capacity,  were  on  every 
occafion  to  be  a  clog  to  his  meafures ;  and  as  refpon- 
fibility  was  connefted  with  his  office,  he  found  it  dan- 
gerous to  unite  with  partners  who  would  be  ready  ti$ 
impute  their  own  blunders  to  his  management,  and 
then  fhelter  themfelves  under  the  protection  of  the 
royal  favour.  What,  therefore,  many  have  attributed 
to  his  pride,  would  rather  appear  to  have  proceeded 
from  his  fagacity,  and  his  difcernment  of  the  charader 
of  thofe  that  were  propofed  to  be  joined  with  him  in 
the  management  of  public  affairs. 

The  difcontent  which  had  for  fome  time  raged  in 
the  nation  on  account  of  fo  difadvantageous  a  peace, 
after  a  fuccefsful  war,  was  fcarcely  abated,  when  ano- 
ther alarm  was  given  by  a  new  duty  impofed  on  cyder 
and  perry,  at  the  rate  of  four  fhillings  the  hogfhead. 
This,  though  as  reafonable  as  many  other  taxes, upon 
the  necelTaries  of  life,  raifed  a  prodigious  ferment  in 
thofe  counties  in  England,  where  thefe  commodities 
are  in  the  greateft  abundance.  Such  was  the  oppofi- 
tion  made  to  this  new  law,  that  the  legiflature  was 
obliged  for  the  fake  of  the  quiet  of  the  nation,  three 
years  after,  to  repeal  it.  This  condefcenfion  of  the 
parliament  and  the  legillative  powers,  though  it  ^f- 
fuaged  the  torrent  of  clamour  and  outrage,  which  was 
increafed  to  a  great  pitch,  had  not  all  the  efFeds  that 
might  have  been  expe(fted.  The  nation  confidered 
the  repeal  of  this  law  to  proceed  more  from  the 
weaknefs  of  the  miniftry,  than  from  a  fmcere  defirc 
in  the  IcgiPiature  to  make  the  fubjefts  eafy:  The  re- 
fcinding  this  ad  therefore,  rather  increafed  their 
prefumption,  than  conciliated  their  affedions:  They 
were  ftill  ready  to  join  in  new  clamours  when   th^ 

fmallelilb 
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fmalleft  6ccafion  was  given.  When  minifters  of  ftate 
once  fall  under  a  fufpicion  of  behaving  in  an  arbitrary 
manner,  there  is  fcarcely  any  of  their  adbions,  how- 
ever innocent,  that  pafs  without  cenfure  from  thofe 
in  oppbfition:  and  the  public  at  large,  who  are  al- 
ways jealous  of  their  own  liberties,  are  for  the  moft 
pairt  ready  to  fupport  fuch  as  appear  to  be  ort  their 
fide. 

The  government,  fmce  the  conclufion  of  th€  peace, 
had  been  cafting  about  and  projedling  feveral  fchemes, 
for  raifing  a  revenue  to  fupport  the  credit  of  the  mo- 
ther country,  by  contriving  ways  and  rneans  to  raife 
fums  to  pay  the  intereft  of  the  national  debt  j  but  as 
the  number   of   penfioners  were  not  reduced,  and 
many  enormous  fums  were  paid  to  places  of  flnecure, 
all  the  methods  that  had  as  yet  been  devife^  were 
found  incffedual  to  anfwer  the  intentions  of  the  mini- 
(try.     They  began  at  laft  to  turn  their  attention  to  a 
new  fubje<5t,  which  in  conclufion  brought  on  diforders , 
in  the  empire,  and  has  at  laft  iflued  in  a  civil  war, 
and  the  revolt  of  thirteen  colonies.  As  the  merchants 
in  Britain  had  been  enriched  by  their  traffic  in  Ame- 
rica, and  government  had  for  many  years  received  a 
large  revenue  from  the  trad'fe  of  that  co.untryj  the  mi- 
nifters  began  to  imagine  that  there  was  an  inexhaufti- 
ble  fund  of  riches  and  wealth  in  the  colonies,  to  an- 
fwer their  prefent  purpofe,  as  well  as  to  be  adequate  for 
future  emergencies.     Without  ejcamining  ftridtly  into 
the  confequences  which  might  follow  a  too  precipitate 
determination  in  a  point  fo  new  and  fo,  delicate,  they 
agreed  to  raife  a  new  revenue  in  the  colonies  from  an 
inland  taxation.     But  before  they  proceeded  to  this 
dangerous  and  critical  point,  the  legiflature  of  Great 
Britain  in  1764,  impofed  a  new  tax  upon  America, 
to  the  amount  q£  341,3771.  os.   id. — ? — ^This   was 
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to  be  totally  raifed  by  new  impofts  and  duties  upon 
her  trade  and  commerce;  and  though  the  feveral  du- 
ties impofcd  were  principally  raifed  from  articles  of 
luxury,  yet  this  law  was  a  great  reftraint  upon  the 
trade  of  America.  But  what  is  the  worft  part  of  this 
newadt  of  parliament,  it  permits  litigious  informations 
and  law  fuits,  where  the  perfons  whofe  property  has 
been  unjuftly  feized,  have  no  damages,  provided  the 
court  Ihall  determine  that  there  was  a  probability  of 
the  charge  brought  againft  them  being  true.  This 
was  a  means  to  give  an  handle  to  ill-natured  perfons, 
who  knew  they  were  in  no  danger,  to  diftrefs  innocent 
people,  and  put  them  to  a  great  deal  of  unneceiTary 
expences. 

There  is  one  proceeding  of  parliament  which  can-r 
not  be  reconciled  with  the  principles  of  either  jufticc 
or  found  policy.    After  aflefTing  all  the  foreign  articles 
of  luxury  imported  into  America,    they  proceed  to 
rellrain  the  colonifts  from  exporting  their  fuperfluous 
.commodities   to  the   Spanilh  and   French  colonies. 
.This   trade,  which    had    been   formerly  winked  at, 
though  not  ftriftly  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  trade  and 
navigation,  was  of  great  advantage  to  both  the  colo- 
nies and  the.  mother  country.     Thofe  articles  which 
would  have  been  as  lumber  upon  their  hands,  and 
could  not  have  been  ufeful  to  Great  Britain,  were 
fold  to  the  Spaniards  and  French  for  ready  money,  or 
bartered  for  valuable  commodities,  for  which  there  is 
always  a  demand  in  Europe.     This  enabled  the  colo- 
nies to  pay  their  bills  in  fpecie  to  the  merchants  at 
home,  or  to  afford  them,  fuch  merchandize  as  was 
equivalent  to  ready  money.     The  advantage  in  this 
cafe  was  mutual,  and  both  Great  Britain  and  her  co- 
lonies were  profited  by  the  traffic.     What  were  the 
f^cret  fprings  of  aftion  which  moved  the  Britiih  legif- 

lature 
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U.turc  to  prefer  chis  impolitic  ftatute,  is  not  eafy  to 
perceive,  unlefs  by  liilening  to  the  reports  of  Britifh 
Weft-India- merchants,  who  might  conceive  that  it 
would  enable  .the  French  and  Spaniards  to  underfell 
them  at  foreign  markets,  and  of  confequence  reduce 
their  profits,  they,  were  feduced,  to  give  way.  tt)  their 
folicitatipns;     Ic is, fufficiently  evident  that  this  trade 
was  a  real  benefit  to  all  the  three  parties  concerned. 
in  the  time, of,  war  it  had  been  carried  on  by  flags  of 
truce  between  Great  Britain.and  France,,  as  apublic 
benefit  to  both,   till  the  French  Weft-India  iflands 
being  ftiut  up  by  our  fleets,  it  was  conceived  that  the 
French  had  moreadvantage  by  it  than  England,  and 
for  that  reafon  it  was  reftrained  as  a  treafbnable  prac- 
tice.    But  this  laft  reafon  of  reftraint  had  no  exift- 
cnce  after  the  peace  was  concluded,  and  ought  there- 
fore to  have  been  taken  ofF  inftsad  of  receiving  frefli 
parliamentary  confirmation. 

Unreafonable  as  this  law  may  appear  to  be,  the 
method  of  putting  it  in  execution  was  ftill  more  ab- 
furd  and  opprefTive.     A  number  of   armed  cutters 
were  fitted  out  and  ftationed  upon  the  coafts  of  Ame- 
rica, to  prevent  this  fuppofed  contraband  trade,  the 
captains  of  which  were  to  a6t  in  the  charafter  of  rever 
nue  officers,  and  to  determine  what  ftiips  were  liable 
to  the  penalties  of  this  adt^  and  what  exempt  from 
them.     The  greateft  part  of  thefe  new  naval  reve- 
nue officers,  were  totally  ftrangers  to  the  nature  of 
their  employment.     They  were  ready   frequently,  to 
detain  ftiips. v/hich  came  not  within  the  defcription  of 
the  acl,  as  being  unacquainted  with  the  character  of 
the  commodities  with  which  they  were  loaded:   And 
by  unneceflTary  detention  of  trading  veflfels,  interrupt- 
ed trade,  without  bringing  any  thing  into  the  treafury. 
When,  through  their  ignorance,  or  infolence,  a  law- 
ful 
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fill  trader  was  injured,  it  was  not  eafy  to  obtain  re- 
drefs  J  the  offenders  lived  upon  ah  elennent  where  juf- 
.tice  and  law  has  often  little  influence :  and  when  they 
came  afhore  it  was  in  bodies  too  numerous   to  be 
called  to  an  account  by  the  civil  officers;  or  in  places 
where  their  a6tions  were  not  cognizable  by  the  law, 
and  where  they  were  certain  they  fliould  not  meet 
their  accufers.     The  lords  of  the  admiralty,  or  of  the 
treafurv,  in  England,  could  only  remove  this  griev- 
ance; but  confidering  the  diftanceof  place,  and  the 
manner  of  application,  the  whole  trade  might  iiave 
been  ruined  before  redrefs  could  have  been  obtained. 
iThis  was  a  grievance  which  the  American  fubjefts 
felt  feverely,  and  was  likely  to  produce  no  favourable 
ideas  in  their  minds  concerning  the  Britifh  legiflature. 
The  many  unjuft  ad:s  of  violence  that  happened  on 
this  occafion,  tended  much  to  irritate  the  minds  of 
both  parties,  and  when  they  rcprefented  their  cafes, 
it  was  frequently  with  great  acrimony  and  aggrava- 
tions.    Self-intereft   had  a  powerful  fway  on  both 
fides,  and  the  truth  was  not  eafily  difcovered  by  com- 
paring fuch  oppofite  reprefentations.     The  Englifh 
parliament  might   have  eafily  forefeen  thefe  confe- 
quences,  had  they  not  been  infatuated  with  the  ideas 
of  revenue,  and  exafperated  by  fome  late  irritating 
events.'    The  majority  in  the  houfe  of  cortimons,  but 
cfpecially  the  miniftry,  were  yet  fmarting  fore,  from 
the  blows' they  had  received  from  the  North  Briton, 
lind  other  political  pafquinades.     Afecretary  of  ftate 
had  been  alfo  the  year  before,  legally  fined  in  a  court 
of  juftice  in  the  penalty  of  a  thoufand  pounds,  for 
iiTuing   a   general  warrant,   which   government  was 
fuppofed  to  have  difburfed;  and  confidering  the  low- 
nefs  of  the  exchequer,  every  fuch  touch  increafed  the 
painful  feelings  of  ohe  miniftry.     They  feemed  in  a 

ftate 
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ftate  of  diftradion,  when  they  pafled  this  law  of  re- 
llraint  upon  the  trade  of  America;  and  it  had  more  the 
appearance  of  an  ad  of  political  fury,  than  the  marks 
of  judicious  legiflation.  It  could  anfwer  no  other 
purpofes  than  to  alTert  the  dominion  of  parliament 
over  America,  and  to  irritate  the  colonies  againft  the 
mother  country.  Ever  fmce  the  miniftry  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
the  nation  had  been  in  a  ftate  of  confufion,  with  re- 
gard to  political  fentiments,  and  the  oppofition  in 
parliament  againft  Lord  Bute,  was  echoed  through  all 
England.  In  1763  his  Lordftiip  refigned  his  office  as 
firft  lord  of  the  tr-eafury,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Mr. 

Grenvillci  but  the  contentions  continued,  and  durino- 
......  ^ - 

this  new  mmiftry,  political  animofity  came  to  a  great 

height.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  American  colo- 
nies began  to  feel  the  oppreflTive  hand  of  the  mother 
country.  She  had  not  only  prevented  the  Americans, 
from  procuring  the  neceflaries  of  life,  with  the  fuper- 
ftuities  of  their  own  country,  but  obliged  them  to 
make  payment  in  fpecie  to  the  exchequer  in  England 
for  the  duty  on  fuch  goods  as  they  were  allowed  to  trade 
in.  This  was  an  effedual  method  of  draining  the 
whole  money  from  the  colonies,  and  leaving  them  no- 
thing for  circulation :  and  what  was  ftill  more  oppref- 
five,  two  weeks  after  the  bill  now  mentioned  was  paf- 
fed,  another  was  preferred  to  hinder  the  diftrefled  co-  ^ 
lonies  from  fupplying  the  demand  of  money  for  their 
internal  ncceffities  with  paper  bills  of  credit,  and  that 
no  fuch  bills  ftiould  be  a  legal  tender  for  payment  j  to 
this  was  added  that  fuch  paper  bills  as  were  paflTing  in 
currency  ftiQuld  after  a  limited  time  be  called  in  and 
funk.  This  was  an  exertion  of  authority  beyond  all 
bounds  of  juftice  and  equity;  for  it  was  impoflible  tha? 
the  Americans  without  trade,  money,  or  paper  credit, 
could  pav  any  thing  at  all.  It  was  indeed  affirmed  that 

all 
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all  the  money  raifed  from  the  abovementioned  duties, 
was  to  be  applied  for  defraying  the  expenccs  of  protedl- 
ing  the  colonies  where  it  was  levied,  and  that  at  the 
fame  time  that  a  law  was  made  to  reftrain  the  increafe 
of  paper  currency,  feveral  new  laws  were  preferred  to 
encourage  and  increafe  the  commerce  of  the  colonics 
with  the  mother  country.  The  laws  here  referred  to 
were,  an  a6t  for  granting  leave  for  a  limited  time  for 
carrying  rice  from  the  provinces  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  to  other  parts  of  America,  on  paying  Britifli 
duties: — an  aft  for  granting  a  bounty  upon  the  im- 
portation of  hemp,  and  rough  and  undrefled  flax, 
from  the  American  colonies  into  Great  Britain;  and 
another  to  encourage  the  whale  filhery  on  their  coafts. 
All  this  fuppofed  in  the  firft  inftance,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans were  either  not  judges  of  their  own  affairs,  or 
that  they  had  no  jull  or  legal  right  to  judge  of,  or  in- 
terfere with  their  own  trade.  A  more  abjeft  and 
fervile  fituation  can  fcarcely  well  be  imagined,  than  is 
implied  in  this  idea.  The  whole  of  this  proceeding 
implies  that  nothing  in  courfe  of  trade  and  commerce 
was  to  be  allowed  to  the  Americans,  except  what 
brought  immediate  profit,  and  advantage  to  Great- 
Britain.  The  laws  that  were  at  this  time  made  in 
behalf  of  the  colonies,  had  no  proportion  in  their  in- 
fluence, as  to  any  advantage,  in  comparifon  of  thofe 
reflraints  that  were  laid  upon  their  trade  by  the  other 
ftatutes.  The  effefts  of  the  one  were  flow  and  pro- 
greffive,  but  the  other  was  inftantaneous  and  imme- 
mediately  felt.  The  colonies  could  not  help  feeling 
immediately  the  effefts  of  cramping  their  domeftic 
bufmefs,  and  foreign  commerce,  by  not  only  hindering 
them  froni  receiving  money  from  ftrangers,  for  their 
fupcrfluities,  to  fupply  their  immediate  calls,  but  for- 
bidding 
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bidding  them  to  make  any  at  home;  whereas  the  laws 
pretended  to  compenfate  thefe  difadvantages,  were 
both  uncertain  and  remote  in  their  effedls  j  To  diftant 
that  it  might  be  many  years  before  any  benefit  could 
arife  from  them,  and  might,  in  conclufion,  produce  no 
efFed  at  all.  This  was  a  partiality  in  the  legiflaturej 
fufficient  to  create  ajealoufy  in  fhe  minds  of  the  colo- 
nifts,  that  the  parliament  of  Britain  confidered  them 
not  as  fellow  fubjedls,  but  inferior  vaffalsj  not  to  be  re- 
guarded  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  fubjefts  of  the  mo- 
ther country.  A  people  that  are  reftrained  from  gain- 
ing money  by  trading  with  others,  and  are  not  per- 
mitted to  have  any  of  their  own,  are  in  fuch  a  fituation 
as  the  conftitution  of  England  totally  difapproves.  Un- 
lefs  the  Americans  had  loft  all  fenfe  of  right  and  wrong, 
it  was  impofible  but  they  ihould  have  confidered  thefe 
acts  of  the  legiflature  as  unjujl  and  op^reffive. 

It  has  been  alledged,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the 
money,  if  not  the  whole  of  it,  arifing  from  thefe  du- 
ties>  would  return  to  the  colonies,  to  pay  the  troops 
quartered  there  for  their  defence.  This  is  a  mere 
allegation;  for  if  the  money  collefted  from  duties  in 
America  had.  been  intended  merely  for  paying  the 
troops  quartered  there,  there  was  no  occafion  to  fend 
it  to  the  Britifh  ex:chequer  to  rilk  the  danger  of  feas  in 
fending  it  back  again  to  America.  This  would  have 
been  a  piece  of  mere  wantonnefs,  firft  to  diftrefs  the 
colonies  in  collecting  a  revenue,  to  fhew  the  power  of 
the  Britifli  parliament,  and  then  to  order  the  money 
to  be  paid  to  the  troops  refiding  among  them.  It 
would  have  been  more  eafy  to  have  given  orders  to 
.their  afferhbiies  to  have  paid  them  at  firil  hand,  with- 
out fo  much  riik  and  unnecelTary  expence.  This  was 
fuch  a  trial  of  the  affedions  of  the  colonies  as  was  not 
eafy  to  be  endured,  and  yet  they  bore  it  with  great 
Vol.  I.  C  patience. 
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patience.  Thefe  proceedings  in  the  parliament  had 
as  bad  an  effc6t  upon  the  mother  country  as  the  colo- 
nies :  it  hindered  the  Americans  from  bringing  any 
cloathing  from  England,  except  what  was  abfolutely 
neceflary,  and  made  them  enter  into  aflbciations  to 
encourage  manufactures  amongthemfelves.  The  more 
fevere  the  laws  of  the  mother  country  towards  the 
Americans  were,  the  more  were  the  colonills  united 
and  the  more  they  exerted  all  their  vigour  to  bear  their 
prefent  burdens  with  fortitude.  It  was  a  thing  not  at 
all  to  be  expefted,  that  the  colonies  out  of  mere  com- 
pliment to  Great  Britain,  fhould  fubmit  to  perifli  for 
want  of  the  neceflaries  of  life,  when  they  had  a  great 
abundance  within  themfelves.  Their  fufferings  al- 
ready were  of  the  fevereft  fort ;  for,  like  the  children  of 
Jacob,  in  the  land  of  bondage,  they  were  required  to 
make  brick  without  flrawj — to  carry  on  trade  and 
manufactures,  without  either  mdney  or  paper  currency 
to  promote  their  courfe. 

It  was  eafy  to  perceive  the  effects  that  this  reftric- 
tion  upon  the  American  commerce  would  have  upon 
both  the  trade  and  revenue  of  the  mother  country ; 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  ot  goods  the  colonics 
manufa6tured  themfelves,  or  as  far  as  they  reftrained 
themfelves  to  things  merely  neceffary,  fo  much  would 
the  trade  of  Great  Britain  decreafe,  and  the  duty 
upon  goods  exported  to  America  be  leffened.  It  has 
been  compured  that  the  colonies,  befides  the  foreign 
goods  Vv'hich  they  purchafed  from  our  merchants, 
took  annually  of  our  produce  and  manufadtures  to 
the  amount  of  three  millions.  A  very  great  multi- 
tude of  people  were  employed  in  manufat^turing,  in 
buying,  felling,  and  tranfporting  thefe  goods:  So  that 
from  the  fowing  of  the  feed,  till  they  were  landed  in 
fome  port  in  America,   the  people  of  Great  Britain 

were 
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were  conftantly  employed,  and  in  conclufion  were  paid 
by  the  colonies.  When  this  trade  was  flopped,  or 
when  it  did  not  go  on  in  its  proper  courfe,  it  is  natu- 
ral to  conceive  that  all  the  thoufands  who  were  em- 
ployed in  preparing  thefe  manufadures,  muft  have 
fbme  way  or  other  been  fupported  at  the  expence  of 
the  community,  as  it  was  impoffible  that  in  a  fhorttime 
they  could  find  any  new  kind  of  employment  to  pur- 
fue.  This  was  at  one  ftroke  ftriking  off  from  bufmefs 
a  multitude  of  ufeful  members  offociety,  and  throwing 
them  upon  the  public  for  prefentfupply.  The  govern- 
ment could  not  help  feeling  the  efFefts  of  this  impolitic 
proceeding  by  a  decreafe  of  revenue;  for  they  both 
loft  the  duty  payable  upon  the  goods  exported  to 
America,  and  the  import  duties  payable  on  goods  we" 
received  from  foreign  countries,  in  return  for  what 
were  fent  them  by  the  colonies :  and  however  fmall  all 
this  may  appear  to  fome,  it  could  not  but  amount  to 
more  than  any  thing  that  could  polTibly  be  raifed  by 
the  unhappv  reftriclion. 

It  is  fomewhat  furprizing  that  the  wifdom  of  both 
the  miniftry  and  parliament  Ihould  have  at  this  time  fo 
far  forfaken  them,  as  to  prefer  a  law,  fo  abfurd  in  its 
own  nature,  and  ruinous  in  its  confequences ;  which 
every  one  by  paying  the  fmalleft  attention  to  the  fub- 
jefl,  might  haveeafilydifcerned  to  be  a  dangerous  ex- 
pedient, as  well  as  an  irrational  project  for  raifmg  mo- 
ney. Jt  appears  to  have  been  a  time  of  political  infa- 
tuation, and  the  miniftry  were  bent  both  upon  their 
own  ruin  and  that  of  the  nation.  The  prefent  reign 
has  been  the  moft unfortunate,  forunhappymeafures  of 
government,  under  a  good  conftitution  and  areligious 
fovereign,  of  any  fince  the  reign  of  Charles  the  firft. 
The  miniftry,  as  if  all  the  poffeflions  of  thefubje6ls  in 
America  had  been  totally  at  their  difpofaJ,  proceeded 

C    2  a  ftep 
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a  ftep  ftill  farther  to  make  themfelves  ridiculous.  Be- 
fore they  had  enjoyed  the  profits  and  fruits  of  this  ob- 
noxious bill,  they  proceeded  to  another  fcheme,  preg- 
nant with  folly,  opprefTion,  and  defpotifm.  After 
having  laid  new  reftraints  on  the  traffic  of  the  colo- 
nies, ftopt  their  fources  of  procuring  fpecie,  and  ren- 
dered their  paper  money  in  a  great  meafure  ufelefs, 
they  proceeded  to  impofe  a  new  tax,  unknown  and 
unheard  of  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic.  A  bill 
was  brought  into  parliament,  and  pafled  both  houfes, 
for  laying  a  duty  upon  flamps  in  all  the  American 
colonies.*  Thi^  law  impofed  no  lefs  than  fifty-three 
different  forts  of  flamps  and  other  duties  upon  the  co- 
lonies and  plantations  in  America,  fome  of  them 
extremely  exorbitant  and  heavy,  and  none  of  them 
favourable  to  the  interefls  of  the  colonies  except  one. 
which  impofes  ten  pounds  per  fheet  upon  the  licences 
of  attornies,  folicitofs,  and  counfellors :  This  would 
probably  have  been  a  check  upon   the  progrefs  of  a 

profeffion 

*  ABSTRACT  of  STAMP  DUTIES. 

(i)  All  declarations,  pleas,  replications,  rejoinders,  demurrers,  &c. 
m  courts  ot  law  to  pay  3d.  per  flieet.  (2)  Special  bail  and  appearances 
in  the  faid  courts  2s.  per  fliect.  (3)  Petitions,  bills,  anfwers,  claims, 
pleas,  replications,  rejoinders,  demurrers,  &c.  in  the  courts  of  chancery, 
IS.  6d.  per  fheet.  (4)  Copies  of  petitions,  bills,  &:c.  in  the  faid  courts. 
3d.  per  fheet.  (5)  Monitions,  libels,  anfwers,  allet![ations,  inventories, 
or  renunciations,  in  courts  exercifing  ecclefiaftical  jurifdi<.4ion,  is.  per 
fheet.  (6)  Copies  of  wills,  monitions,  &c.  in  the  faid  courts,  6d.  per 
flieer.  (7)  Donations,  prefentations,  collations,  inftitutions  regifters, 
entries,  tellimonials,  certificates  of  degrees,  2I.  per  flieet.  (8)  Moni- 
tions, libels,  claims,  anfwers,  allegations,  informations,  letters  of  re- 
cjueft,  executions,  renunciations,  inventories  in  the  courts  of  admiralty, 
is.^  per  fheet.  (g)  Copies  of  fuch,  &c.  6d.  per  fheet.  (10)  Appeals, 
writs  of  error  and  of  dower,  ad  rjuod  damnum,  certiorari,  flatute  mer- 
chant, llatute  rtaple,  atteftations,  certificates,  exemplifications  of  records 
or  proceedings  in  any  courts,  except  appeals,  &:c.  from  proceedings  be- 
fore a  fingle  juilice,  los.  per  flieet.  (11)  Writs  of  covenant  or  of  en- 
try, attachment,  &:c.  in  any  of  the  laid  courts,  5s.  per  flieet.  (12) 
Judgements,  decrees,  fentcnces,  difmiffions,  records  of  nifi  prius,  or 
poflca  in  any  of  the  courts,  4s.  per  flieet.     ( 1 3 )  Affidavits,  common 

bail 
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profeflion,  whichj  when  much  encouraged,  is  rather 
the  bane  than  the  benefit  of  fociety. — But  many  other 
articles  where  highly  opprefTive  and  burdenfome  to  the 
fubjed. 

The  tranfaftions  in  the  Britifli  parliament  were  not 
{o  fecretly  carried  on  but  they  reached  America  be- 
fore they  were  ready  to  be  put  in  execution.  After 
this  ftamp  bill  was  read  in  parliament  the  firft  time, 
J>efore  it  was  read  a  fecond  time,  a  petition  was  offered 
3C0  the  Commons  by  Edward  Montague,  agent  for  the 
provinceof  Virginia,  praying  to  take  their  unhappy 
circumflances  into  confideration ;  and  that  their  houfe 
of  burgelTes  might  be  continued  in  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges they  had  fo  long  enjoyed;  and  they  might  be 
heard  by  their  council  againft  a  bill  that  might  be  in- 
tended to  charge  flamp  on  any  other  duties  on  the  co- 
lonies 

bail  for  appearance,  interrogatory  depofitions,  rules,  orders,  warrants 
of  court,  dedimus  proteftatem,  aplas,  fupjenas,  fummonfes,  compulfory, 
citations,  commiltions,  recognisances,  is.  per  fheet.  (14)  Licences, 
appointments,  admiffions  of  councellors,  folicitors,  &c.  to  praclife  iii 
any  court,  lol.  per  fheet.  (15)  Bills  of  lading,  cockets,  clearances, 
4d.  perfheet.  (16)  Letters  of  mart,  commiffions  for  private  (hips  of 
war,  20s.  per  fheet.  (17)  Grants,  appointments,  admiffions  to  public 
beneficial  offices,  &c.  of  20I.  per  ann.  value  or  upwards,  (army,  navy, 
judges,  and  juftices  of  the  peace  excepted)  los.  per  (heet.  (18)  Grants, 
of  liberties,  privileges,  of  franchifes,  under  the  leal  of  any  of  the  colo- 
nies, or  fign  manual  of  any  governor,  or  any  exemplifications  thereof,. 
61.  pcrlheet.  (ig)  Licences  for  retailing  fpirituous  liquors,  20s.  pei 
(heet.  (20)  Licence,  for  retailing  wine  only,  4I.  per  fheet.  (21)  Li- 
cences for  retailing  wine,  where  a  licence  has  been  granted  lor  retailin^J 
fpirituous  liquors,  3I.  per  fheet.  (Probates  of  wills,  letters  of  admini- 
ftration  or  guardianfhip,  &c.  on  the  continent,  and  the  Bermuda  and 
Bahama  iflands,  5s.  perfheet.  (23)  Probates,  letters  of  adminilbation, 
or  guardianfhip,  in  other  parts  of  America,  los.  per  fheet.  (24)  Bonds 
for  any  fum  not  exceeding  lol.  on  the  continent  and  iflands  ot  Bermu- 
da and  Bahama,  6d.  per  fheet.  (25)  Bonds  for  any  fum  aliovc  loK 
and  not  exceeding  20l.withinthe  laid  places,  is.  per  flieer.  (26)  Bonds 
for  any  fum  above  20I.  and  not  exceeding  40I.  within  the  fume  places 
IS.  6d.  per  fheet.  (27)  Warrants  for  furveying  or  fettingout  any  lands 
not  exceeding  100  acres,  6d.  per  fheet.  (28)  Warrants  for  furveying 
and  fetting  out  any  land  above  100  acres,  and  not  exceedir.g  200,  is. 

per 
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lonies  of  Virginia.  A  petition  was  alfo  offered  to  be 
prefented  by  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  colony  of  Connefticut,  in  North  America,  praying 
that  the  colony  might  be  indulged  in  the  exercife  of 
the  power  of  laying  all  internal  taxes  on  the  faid  co- 
lony, and  that  the  relbliition  of  that  houfe  in  the  laft 
feflion  of  parliament,  might  not  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution, by  a  bill  for  impofmg  (lamp  duties  on  the  co- 
lonies. William  Middlcton,Efq.  Daniel  Hughes,  Efqi. 
and  Jofeph  Nitt,  Efq.  alfo  offered  a  petition  in  behalf 
of  themfelves,  aAd  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  ownefs 
of  property,  in  his  Majefty's  province  of  South  Caro* 
lina,  praying  that  the  houfe  fhould  not  approve  of  any 
bill  that  nYight  be  offered,  charging  ftamp  duties  in  the 
province  of  Carolina.     A  motion  was  made  with  re- 

fpea 

per  fheet.    (29)  Warrants  for  furveying  or  ietting  out  any  lands  above 
200  acres  and, not  exceeding  300,   is.  6d.  per  ftieet.  i{'3o)  Origin.-*! 
grants,  or  deeds,  mefne  conveyances,  Scc.  of  lands  not  exceeding  100 
acres  upon  the  continent  or  iflaruls  of  Bermuda  and  Bahama,  is.  6d. 
]X^r  fheet.    (31)  Original  grants,  &:c,  of  lands  above  100  acres,  and  not 
exceeding  200  in  the  faid  places,  2s.  per  ftieet.     {32)  Original  grants, 
&c.  of  land  above  200  acres,  and  not  exceeding  300  in  the  faid  places, 
23.  6d,  per  fheet.    (33)  Original  grants,  &:c.  ot  lands  not  exceeding  100 
acres  within  all  other, parts  of  America,  3s.  per  fheet.    (•34J  Original 
grants,  &;c.  ot  lands  above  100  acres,  and  not  exceeding  300  acres,  4s. 
per  flieet.    (35)  Grants,  appoiritments,  or  jidmiffions  to  any  public  be- 
neficial officjj.not  before  charged,  above  20I.  per  annum  value,  or  ex- 
empliikations  thereof,  army,  navy,  and  juftices  of  the  peace  excepted 
upon  the  continent,  or  Bermuda  and  Baliama  illands,  4I.  per  fheet.  (36} 
Grants,  or  admilTion  to  fuch  offices  in,  any  other  part  ot  An>erica,  61. 
per  fheet.    (37)  Indentures,  lea'es,  conveyances,  contracts,  ftipulations 
of  fale,  charter-parties,  protetts,  articles  ot  apprenticefliip  or  cove- 
nants, except  for  the   hiring  ot   fcrvants,  and   other   matters   before 
charged,  2s.  6tl.per(he^t.    (38)  Warrants  for  auditing  public  accounts, 
beneficial  warrants,  orders,  grants,  certificates,  under  the  public  feal  or 
fign  manual  or  the  governors,  Ike.  not  before  charged,  [pafiports,furren- 
ders  of  oftices,  policies  ot  aH'urances,  warrants  for   the  navy  or  army, 
or  grants  or  oflices  under  20I.   per  annum  value  excepted]  i;s.  per  fheet. 
[39]  Notorial  arts,    bonds,    deeds,    letters  of  attorney,    procuration, 
mortgage,  releafe  or  obligatory  inrtrument,  [not  charged  before]  2s.  3d. 
per  fheet.  [40]  Regilters,  entries,  or  inrolments  of  grants,  deeds,  &c, 

[before 
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fped  to  each  of  thefe  queftions,  that  they  Ilioiild  be 
brought  in,  but  upon  each  of  the  queftions  refpe6live- 
ly  a  negative  was  put.  Upon  a  clivifion  it  was  car- 
ried by  245  againft49  that  the  petitions  foould  not  be 
heard.  The  bill  after  going  through  all  its  ftages  and 
forms,  was  at  iaft, palled,  and  received  the  royal  fanc- 

tioi^. 

■  It  muft  be  acknowledged  to  the  honour  of  the  Bri- 
tilli  parliament,  that  this  bill  did  not  pafs  without  op- 
pofition;  the  friends  of  liberty,  and  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,— thefincere  lovers  of  the  Brunfwick  family,  op-  , 
pofed  it,  in  all  its  ftages,  and  offered  fuch  arguments 
againft  it  as  their  opponents  were  not  able  to  anfwer. 
The  jurifdiftion  of  parliament  over  the  colonies,  was 
combated  with  arguments,  which  every  fober  perfon, 
under  no  influence  except  truth,  muft  confefs  in  their 
hearts  to  be  forcible  and  conclulive.  It  was  argued  in 
behalf  of  the  colonies,  that  thofe  who  firft  planted 

them 

[before  charged]  3d.  perflieet.  [41]  Regifters,  entries  or  inrolraenb  of" 
grants,  deeds,  &c.  [not  before  charged]  2s.  per  fheet.  [42]  Duties  payable 
upon  cards  and  dice,  viz.  on  cards,  is.  per  pack,  dice,  los.  per  pack. 
[43]  Duties  on  pamphlets,  newfpapers,  viz.  pamphlets,  half  a  flieetor 
lels,  one  half- penny  on  every  printed  copy;  larger  than  half  afheet  and 
not  exceeding  a  whole  fiieet.  id.  for  every  copy;  being  larger  than  on« 
fheet  and  not  exceeding  6  in  odavo  or  under,  or  not  exceeding  i  2  fheets 
in  quarto  or  20  (heets  in  folio,  is.  per  fheet  for  one  printed  copy;  for 
every  advertifement  in  any  gazette  or  other  paper  12s.  for  every  alma- 
nack, &c.  to  ferve  for  one  year  4d.  forevery  almanack  to  ferve  for  feveral 
years,  duties  to  the  lame  amount  refpedlively  for  each  year;  on  inllru- 
ments,  proceedings,  &c.  aforefaid,  engrolled,  written,  or  printed,  in  any 
other  than  the  Engliili  language,  double  the  amount  of  the  reipedive' 
fluties  before  charged  thereon.  On  clerks  feesor  apprentices,  not  exceed- 
ing 60I.  a  duty  of  6d.  for  every  20s.  fo  paid,  and  is.  on  every  20s.  exceed- 
ing 50I.  The  penalties  in  cafe  of  non-obfervance  of  this  aft,  are  heavy 
and  grievous,  like  the  aft  itlelf.  All  peribns  who  fhould  fign,  write,  or 
feal  any  thing  that  was  liable  to  be  ilamped,  before  being  ilamped,  was 
to  be  fined  lol.  and  no  inllrument  could  be  admitted  in  evidence,  in  any 
caufe,  unlefs  itampcd.  It  was  made  de;uh  to  counterfeit  a  llamp,  in- 
rolling  any  deed  uniiampt,  the  fine  20I.  Counlellors  or  others,  ncgleft- 
ing  to  file  or  record  in  due  time  any  matter  for  which  duty  is  payable, 
t^e  forfeit  50;. 
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them,  were  driven  from  their  native  country  by  violent 
perfecutiohs,  and  had  left  their  mother  country  for 
confcience  fake,  at  their  own  rifque  and  expence  j  that 
beino-  both  perfecuted  and  forfaken  by  herj  all  ties, 
except  what  are  common  to  mankind,  were  diffolved 
between  them.     That  as  England  had  ceafed  to  give 
them  legal  proteftion,  they  were  abfolved  from  all  du- 
ties of  obedience  to  her.     That  their  charters  only 
bound  them  to  the  common  duty  of  fubjedls   to  the 
fovereign  as  the  fupreme  head  of  the  empire,  but  did 
not  oblige  them  toiubmit  to  thediftates  of  the  Icgif- 
lature,  in  which  they  had  no  fhare.     That  it  was  un-  • 
reafonable  that  the  people  of  Britain  Ihould  pretend 
to   exercife  rights  over  their   brethren   in  America, 
wiiich  they  themfelves  declare  to  be  oppreflive  and  il- 
legal at  home,  when  claimed  by  others  among  them. 
It  was  further  urged  that  it  could  not  reafonably  be 
Imagined  that  when  the  people  of  Great  Britain  con-r 
tended  with  the  crown,  for  the  fake   of   their  own 
rights,  that  they  confidered  it  might  be  lawful  for  the 
fovereign  to  ufurp  a  power  over  others,  which  they  de- 
nied  could  be  lawfully  cxercifed  over   themfelves. 
And  that  however  binding  their  charters  might  have 
been,  yet  as  they  had  been  deprived  of  them  by  an  ar- 
bitrary exertion  of  government,  which  the  people  at 
home  would  not  fuffer,  they  ought  to  be  ftill  confider- 
ed as  entitled  to  them,  and  the  benefits  arifing  from 
them ;  that  as  their  charters  gave  them  full  privilege 
to  make  their  own  laws,  provided  they  did  not  make 
any  contrary  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  En- 
lifh  conftitution,  and  as  they  had  not  been  charged 
with  any  fuch  mifdemeanors,  they  were  undoubtedly 
entitled  to  their  original  chartered  rights,  of  which 
tlie  bill  then  in  agitation,  was  a  manifeft  perverfion* 
It  was  added  that  it  was  the  birth-right  of  Englifh- 

men. 


T  H  E    W  A  R    I  N    A  M  E  R  I  C  A.  2  j 

men,  and  their  dependants,  not  to  be  taxed  by  any  ex- 
cept their  reprefentatives;  but  that  the  colonies  were 
fo  far  from  being  reprefented  in  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  that  they  were  not  virtually  reprefent- 
ed, as  the  meaneft  inhabitants  of  the  mother  country 
were.  That  the  people  of  Ireland,  were  more  vir- 
tually reprefented  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
than  it  was  poflible  for  the  colonies  to  bej  that  many 
Irifh  gentlemen  and  peers  poffefTed  eftates  in  England> 
and  Englifhmen  in  Ireland,  fo  that  there  were  num- 
bers of  Irilh  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  in  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  and  the  parliament  of  Britain  never 
claimed  a  right  to  tax  the  people  of  Ireland,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  virtual  reprefentation. 

It  was  objected  that  the  mother  country  had  given 
great  aOiftance  to  the  colonies,  expended  great  fums 
of  money  in  protefting  them,  and  that  it  was  reafon- 
able  to  tax  them  for  the  fake  of  being  reimburfed  for 
that  expence.  To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  Britain 
either  aflifted  the  colonies  from  principles  of  humani- 
ty, or  with  a  viev/  of  being  repaid;  if  from  principles 
of  humanity  and  brotherly  affedlion,  their  liberty  was 
too  dear  a  price  for  fiich  a  favour;  arid  provided  they 
expected  to  be  repaid,  they  ought  firft  to  fettle  ac- 
counts, and  fee  how  much  the  balance  was  that  was 
due  to  Great  Britain.  That  as  the  colonies  had  fre- 
quently affifted  the  mother  country,  and  fuffered 
great  lofs  by  giving  Britain  an  exclufive  trade>  by 
which  they  were  prevented  from  felling  their  goods 
to  others,  at  a  much  higher  price  than  they  could  fell 
them  to  her,  and  were  obliged  to  buy  from  her  what: 
they  could  have  purchafed  much  cheaper  from  others, 
it  was  pi-efumed,  that  upon  a  fair  reckoning,  the  ac- 
ccTunts  would  appear  nearly  even,  and  there  would  be 
-Vol.  I.  B         '  .  little 
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little  to  pay.  On  the  fide  of  governmentj  it  was  urged, 
that  the  colonies  had  fiibmitted  to  laws  ipade  by  the 
mother  country  for  their  internal  governmentj  and 
that  the  Britifli  parliament  had  nowaprefcriptive  right 
of  legiflation.  It  was  anfwered  that  this  could  no 
more  be  brought  as  a  precedent  againft  the  colonies, 
than  againft  England,  which  tamely  fubmitted  to  the- 
arbitrary  dictates  of  King  Henry,  and  the  authority 
of  the  ftar-chamber;  the  tyranny  of  many  being  as 
grievous  as  that  of  a  fingle  perfon.  That  if  freedom 
was  due  to  thofe  who  had  fenfe  enough  to  value  it, 
and  courage  to  expofe  themfelves  to  every  danger 
and  fatigue  to  acquire  it,  the  defcendants  of  thofe  who 
had  fuffered  fo  much  in  the  wilds  of  America  from 
dreadful  enemies,  were  better  entitled  to  it,  than 
their  brethren  in  Great  Britain.  But  it  was  urged . 
againft  the  arguments  drawn  from  their  charters,  that 
all  the  corporations  in  England  might  plead  the  pri- 
vileges of  their  charters,  to  be  exempted  from  parlia- 
mentary taxation.  But  this,  of  all  other  arguments 
was  the  moft  frivolous  and  infignificant.  The  corpo- 
rations in  England  lend  members  to  parliament,  and 
are  reprefented,  and  many  of  them  received  their 
charters  for  that  very  purpofe;  they  therefore  make 
their  own  laws,  which  makes  the  cafes  very  unlike  to 
one  another. 

There  is  one  argument  which  the  writer  of  the 
hiftorical  part  of  the  Annual  Regijier  offers  againft 
the  claim  of  the  Americans,  to  be  reprefented  in  the 
Britifli  parliament,  which,  at  firft  view,  has  more  force 
than  feveral  others,  and  it  is  founded  upon  their 
keeping  of  flaves.  He  imagines  it  would  not  be  fafe 
to  truft  men  with  making  of  laws,  who  have  been  ac- 
tuftomed  to  have  an  unlimited  right  over  the  lives  and 

liberties 
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liberties  of  others.     This  is  undoubtedly  true  ;  but  I 
am  afraid  that  this  will  exclude  a  great  many  in  Eng- 
land from  being  reprefented  in  the  Britifli  parliament} 
If  there  is  any  truth  at  all  in  the  ftories  of  th^^^ave 
trade,  there  are  not  a  few  in  Britain  that  are  concerned 
in  it,  to  their  difgrace ;  and  whatever  colonies  continue 
in  the  practice  they  will  not  long  enjoy  their  liberty. 
But  the    colonies    do  not  defire  to  be  reprefented  in 
the  Britifli  parliament ;  they  only  want  to  have  their 
own  reprefentatives  at  home,  and  to  make   laws  for 
themfelves  as  we  do  in  England.     It  would  be  un- 
reafonable  for  them  to  expe6l  to  be  reprefented  in  the 
in  the  parliament  of  England.     But  this  is  not  any 
part  of  the  controverfy.     The  above  writer  leems  to 
hint  that  Britain  fhould  claim  a  right  to  make  lav/s  to 
the  Americans,  becaufe  they  are  unfit  to  make  laws  to 
themfelves,  for  want  of  feelings  of  humanity ;  and  that 
this  entitles  Britain  to  an  abfolute  right  of  empire 
over  the  colonies.     If  this  argument  were  fairly  ana- 
lyfed,  it  would  be  found  to  go   a  great  length,   and 
much  farther  than  the  writer  feem.s   to  intend;    for  it 
fuppofes  that  all  the  colonies  are  alike  in  this  refped, 
which  is  contrary  to  fad,  and  alfo  that  the  parliament 
of  England  ought  to  have  abfolute  empire  over  a  peo- 
ple whom  they  encourage  in  a  trade  that  makes  them 
fubjed    to  flavery.     It  is  very  manifeft  that  if  thoi'c 
whom  he  has  confined  to  the  abfolute  empire  of  the 
Britifh  legiflature,  were  to  come  to  England,   they 
could  not  be  denied  a  fliare  in  the  government  of  this 
country,  provided  they  had  property  to  qualify  them; 
and  fuppofe  they   employed  thoufands    in   the   flave 
trade,  it  would  be  no  objedion  to  their  fitting  in  par- 
liament.    But  it  is  a  point  to  be  foberiy  confidered, 
whether  Great  Britain  is  not  as  guilty  as  Virginia  in 
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this  particular;  for  amongft  all  the  laws  for  regulating 
the  trade  of  the  colonies,  the  Britifh  parliament  has 
not  yet  made  a  law  againft  this  moft  infamous  traffic, 
It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  fee  a  Britifh  member  of 
parliament  have  his  Negro  Jlave  following  him,  which 
plainly  Ihews  that  this  pradice,  is  not  peculiar  to 
America.  The  firft  fettlers  who  went  to  America, 
knew  nothing  of  this  bufmefs.  It  began  in  fome  other 
place  where  it  does  not  difqualify  men  from  being  re- 
prefented. 

The  miniftry  at  this  time,  whatever  their  intentions 
were,  afted  very  impolitically:  They  afted  with  a 
great  degree  of  pofitivenefs,  yet  wavered  in  purfuing 
their  meafures.  They  would  neither  give  up  their 
plans,  nor  would  they  purfue  them  with  firmnefs: 
|:heir  whole  defigns  were  known  over  all  America,  be- 
fore ever  they  were  able  to  execute  them. 

While  our  miniftry  and  parliament  were  deliberating 
concerning  the  methods  to  purfue  the  ftamp  adl,  the 
leaders  amonsr  the  American  colonies  had  time  to 
paint  it  in  the  moft  formidable  point  of  light,  to  the 
lower  ranks  of  people,  and  to  kindle  a  flame  in  their 
tempers  againft  it,  that  neither  the  art  nor  power  of 
the  King's  minifters  were  afterwards  able  to  quench. 
Wherever  the  news  of  this  impolitic  and  oppreflive 
law  reached,  it  fpread  difcontent  like  a  conflagration 
and  blazed  from  one  colony  to  another.  The  tem- 
pers of  all  the  colonies  being  alike  aflefted,  it  v/as 
eafy  to  ftir  up  the  fame  averfion  in  them  all,  againft  a 
law  which  was  againft  their  intereft,  and  had  much 
the  appearance  of  opprefllon.  One  thing  with  which 
the  miniftry  then,  and  fince  have  deceived  themfclvcs, 
is,  that  they -were  perfuadcd  that  the  averfion  to  this 
law  was  not  univerlal:  It  was  alledgetl  that  only  a  few 
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of  the  coloniesj  and  but  fome  in  each  of  thenfi,  were 
difpofed  to  purfue  oppofition,  or  that  like  the  people 
at  home  they  would  raife  a  little  clannour  for  a  feafon, 
and  then  fubniit  to  the  authority  of  the  mother  coun- 
try in  the  point  of  taxation.  This  was  only  furmife, 
without  any  real  Ihadow  of  foundation,  or  fo  much 
as  a  partial  underftanding  of  the  temper  of  the  colo- 
nies, which  ought  to  have  been  fully  inveftigated  be- 
fore fuch  a  dangerous  expedient  had  been  tried.  The 
managers  at  home  appear  to  have  been  ignorant  of 
the  real  ftate  and  difpofition  of  the  colonifts,  and  feem 
to  have  judged  of  a  people,  not  yet  corrupted  with 
luxury,  nor  initiated  in  a  fyilem  of  diffipation,  from 
the  examples  they  had  obferved  in  the  mother  coun- 
try, where  corruption  and  venality  is  alm.oft  univerfal. 
In  this  they  were  greatly  miftaken,  and  found  by 
experience,  that  a  people  that  flill  retained  the  fpirit 
and  temper  of  the  laft  century,  and  were  in  many  re- 
fpe6ls  formed  upon  the  principles  of  their  anceflors, 
were  not  to  be  managed  in  the  fame  manner  as  people 
rendered  foft  and  effeminate,  by  importing  the  luxuries 
and  vices  of  all  nations  under  the  fun.  The  miniflry 
were  unfortunate  in  the  beginning  of  this  fcheme, 
and  unfuccefsful  in  the  conclufion  of  it.  The  news 
ot  paffing  the  ilamp  a6l  came  firft  to  New  England, 
a  colony  the  molt  tenacious  of  their  liberty,  and  jea- 
lous to  the  laft  degree,  of  every  appearance  of  def- 
potifmx.  The  colony  confidered  itfelf  as  the  offspring 
of  progenitors,  who  had  fuffered  both  feverely  and 
unjuftly  at  the  hands  of  the  mother  country,  and 
who  had  afferted  their  natural  rights  and  privileges  at 
the  rifque  of  their  lives,  and  the  expence  of  much 
blood.  They  had  not  forgot  how  their  fathers  had 
for  the  fake  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  fled^  to  a 
wildernefs,   which  they  had  now   converted  into  a 

fruitful 


JO 


HISTORY    OF 


fruitful  field,  from  an  intolerable  fpiritual  perfecution, 
which  could  not  be  borne  and  they  were  not  difpofed 
to  furrender  the  fruits  of  their  own  labour,  and  that 
of  their  anceftors,  to  the  children  of  thofe  that  had 
banithed  their  fathers  from  their  native  country.  The 
firft  colonifts  fucceeded  in  their  undertakings  without 
any  expence  or  charge  to  the  ftatc,  which  was  acknow- 
ledged by  a  vote  of  the  houfe  of  commons  as  early  as 
1642;  and  It  was  not  to  be  expeded  that  their  chil- 
dren were  tamely  to  give  up  rights,  that  were  both 
founded  in  nature,  and  the  principles  of  common  juf- 
tice. 

When  the  news  of  the  ftamp  adt  having  received 
the  royal  fignature,  reached  New  England,  the  me- 
lancholy that  had  taken  polTefTion  of  their  minds  be- 
fore, upon  hearing  that  it  was  voted  a  proper  meafure 
to  lay  it  upon  them,  broke  out  into  fury  and  outrage. 
The  lliips  in  the  harbours  hung  out  their  colours  half 
mall  high,  in  token  of  deep  m.ourning ;  the  bells  were 
muffled  j  the  a6l  was  printed  with  a  death's  head  to 
it,  in  the  place  where  it  is  cuftomary  to  affix  the  new 
afts  of  parliament,  and  called  publicly  about  the  ftreets, 
by  the  name  of  the  Folly  of  England^  and  the  ruin 
of  America.  Several  eflays  were  written,  not  only 
againft  the  expediency,  but  againfl  the  juftice,  of  this 
law,  in  fevcral  news-papers :  one  in  particular  had  the 
title  of  the  ConftituHonal  Coiirant^  containing  matters 
interefting  to  liberty,  and  no  wife  repugnant  to  loyalty, 
printed  by  Andrew  Marvel,  at  the  fign  of  the  Bribe 
Refufed,  on  Conilitutional  Hill,  North  America. 
This  had  a  more  fignificant  frontifpiece  than  any  of 
therefl:  It  had  a  fnake  cut  in  pieces  with  the  initial 
letters  of  the  names  of  the  feveral  colonies,  from  New 
England  to  South  Carolina  inclufivcly,  fixed  to  each 
piece,  and  above  them  Join  or  Die.     To  thefe  were 
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added  feveral  characters,  and  fententious  aphorifms, 
fuited  to  the  occafion,  which  were  eafily  circulated, 
and  as  eafily  committed  to  memory  j  and  being  ex- 
ceeding exprefllve,  they  had  all  the  force  of  a  great 
many  arguments.  Many  of  the  papers  were  writ- 
ten with  great  acrimony,  and  threw  forth  fevere  re- 
flexions againft  the  Britiih  Miniftry,  and  the  leaders 
in  thefe  impolitic  and  arbitrary  meafures ;  and  it  muft 
be  granted  by  every  judicious  and  candid  perfon,  that 
they  had  great  provocation.  There  were  two  things 
exceedingly  grievous  in  this  a<5l  to  the  colonies.  The 
firft  was,  that  the  perlbns  that  a(5led  under  this  law, 
had  in  their  power  to  bring  an  action,  the  caufe  of 
which  had  arifen  at  one  extremity  of  North  America, 
to  th€  other,  at  the  diftance  of  near  two  thoufand 
miles,  without  the  traders  being  entitled  to  recover 
damages,  in  cafe  the  judge  lliould  certify  that  there 
was  any  probable  caufe  for  the  profecution.  The 
feeond  was,  the  judge  had  an  intereft  in  giving  a  {tn- 
tence  in  favour  of  the  party  fuing  for  the  penalties  of 
the  adt,  by  being  allov/ed,  by  way  of  commilTion,  a 
very  large  fhare  in  thefe  penalties.  This  was  injuf- 
tice  that  tlie  greateft  fiaves  could  not  eafily  endure 
without  murmuring  j  and  it  was  not  to  be  expeded 
that  a  free  people,  who  have  the  moft  ftri(5t  ideas  of 
liberty,  would,  without  repining,  fiibmit  to  fuch  a  fla- 
grant oppreflion  and  tyranny.  By  the  time  the  a(5t 
reached  the  colonies,  they  v/ere  wrought  up  to  the 
highefl:  pitch  of  averfion  againll  it,  and  treated  it  with 
the  greateft  contempt :  In  many  places  it  v/as  publicly 
burnt,  together  with  the  efligies  of  the  chief  promo- 
ters thereof,  who  provided  they  had  been  prefent, 
would  have  met  with  abundant  difgrace.  On  the 
other  hand  they  praifed  and  applauded,  with  eulo- 
giums  of  the  higheil  llrain,  t]).e  perfon^  Vvho  had  op- 
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pofed  this  obnoxious  bill.  In  feveral  of  their  meet- 
ings they  voted  thanks  to  General  Conway  and  Colo- 
nel Barre,  two  gentlemen  who  had  ufed  their  influ- 
ence to  prevent  this  arbitrary  ftatute,  in  the  Britifh 
houfe  of  commons.  Their  fpceches  againft  it,  and  their 
pi6lures  wererequefted  fromEngland  -,  the  pictures  to 
be  hung  up  in  their  places  of  meeting,  and  the 
fpeeches  to  be  inferted  in  the  books  defigned  to 
record  their  principal  tranfaftions. 

The  government  was  now  much  embarrafTed  how 
to  have  this  new  a6l  put  into  execution  j  for  when  the 
tidings  of  thisdifcontent  in  America  arrived  in  Eng-^ 
land,  there  were  but  few  mailers  of  (hips  found,  who 
were  willing  to  take  on  board  fuch  an  obnoxious  and 
unpopular  cargo  ;  and  it  was  foon  difcovered  that  this 
precaution  was  founded  in  prudence,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  felf-prefervation.  Such  as  were  fo  adventrous 
as  to  carry  any  quantity  of  thefe  tickets  of  taxation  to 
America,  were  fadly  made  to  repent,  when  they  ar- 
rived at  their  deflined  port  -,  where,  to  fave  their 
veffels  from  fire,  and  themfelves  from  ignominious 
death,  the  moft  of  thefe  adventurers  were  obliged  to 
deliver  up  their  execrated  cargoes  into  the  hands  of 
the  enraged  populace,  to  be  treated  with  as  much  ig- 
nominy as  the  aft  it  felf  had  been  treated  before  : — 
Others  were  obliged  to  flieker  themfelves  under  fuch 
of  the  King's  fhips,  as  happened  to  be  neareft  to  pro- 
teft  them.  The  glorious  harveft  that  was  now  expell- 
ed to  be  reaped  by  Englifli  tax-gatherers,  to  be  fent 
over  to  colleft  this  revenue,  was  by  this  ftorm  foon 
blafted,  and  thofe  gentlemen  who  came  from  England 
with  commiflions  to  a6l  as  diftributers  of  (lamps  were 
made  to  repent  feverely  of  engaging  in  fuch  an  enter- 
prize.  Many  of  them  were  made  to  renounce,  now 
and. for  ever  in  the  mod  public  manner,  and  upon 
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Oath,  all  manner  of  concern  in  them,  and  others  cau- 
tioiifly  returned  to  the  places  from  whence  they  camej 
while  fome  of  a  more  froward  diipofition,  who  perfift- 
ed  ftrenoufly   in  putting  the  act  in  execution,  were 
treated  by  the  people  as  enemies  of  their  country, 
who  meant  to  enflave  America  for  the  fake  of  paltry 
emoluments  from  the  court  of  Britain.     Some  of  this 
charafter  were   feverely   handled  j    their  houfes  were 
burnt,  and  their  effedls  plundered  and  deftroyed;  and 
fuch  was  the  rage  of  the  multitude  againft  this  unpo- 
pular and   oppreflive  ftatute,    that    fome    who  had 
been  appointed  without  their  confent  or  folicitation, 
to  fuperintend  the  diftribution  of  the  llamped  paper, 
by  virtue  of  their  bearing  the   office  of  governors, 
were  treated  in  the  famiC  manner,  and  with  the  like 
feverity.     Mr.  Hutchinfon  who  was  fufpefted,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  bed  accounts,  not  without  reafon,  of 
mifreprefenting  the  colonies  in  his  letters  to  rhe  go- 
vernment, was  feverely  ufed.  The  people  obliged  him 
to  deliver  up  copies  of  his  own  letters  which  he  had 
fent  to  England,  and  by  this  means  made  him  evidence 
againft  himfelf.     This  was  as  illegal  as  the  general 
warrant,  that  was  ifiTued  by  a  fecretary  of  ftate  againft 
Mr.  Wilkes,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  colo- 
nies on  this  occafion  formed  their  practice  upon  fome 
modern  Britiili  precedents,  pretended  to  have  been 
ufed  through  the  lav/  of  necelTity.     Kad  the  Ameri- 
cans at  this  timiC  been  in  the  fame  fituation  with  the 
fubjefts  of  the  mother  country,  and  agreed  by  repre- 
fentation  to  the  framing  of   this  law,  their  prefent 
proceedings  would  have  been  traitorous  and  rebellious -^ 
but  as  all  was  done  without  their  confent,  and  con- 
trary to  the  effential  conftirution  of  the  empire,  their 
conduft  may  be  accounted  rafti  and  fevere,  but  cannot 
be  lawfully  pronounced  trerjcn  or  rehdlicn.  People  in 
Vol.  I.  E  this 
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this  country  who  are  partly  felf-interefted,  and  lie 
alfo  at  a  diftance  from  the  fcene  of  action,  are  ready 
to  cenfurc  the  colonifts  more  through  partiality  and 
attachment  to  fome  party,  than  from  a  principle  of 
judgement  and  true  difcernment:  Had  they  been  irt 
the  fame  fituation,  they  would  have  probably  deter- 
mined otherwife. 

The  colonills  fhewed  that  they  were  determined 
not  to  fubmit  to  the  ftamp  act  upon  any  account;  for 
when  fhips  which  came  from  thefe  colonies  that  had 
fubmitted  to  this  law,  brought  (lamps  to  the  cuftom- 
houfes,  for  the  fake  of  their  own  vindication,  they 
were  feized  and  ftuck  up  in  taverns  and  coffee-houfes 
in  fcorn,  and  afterwards  committed  to  the  flames 
with  the  uiual  ceremony.  This  was  not  merely  the 
device  and  operation  of  a  fickle  mob  of  unthinking 
people :  Perfons  of  wifdom  and  charaffer  were  con- 
cerned both  in  the  plan  and  its  operation,  and  fre- 
quently mingled  v/ith  the  populace,  to  dired  the  exe- 
cution of  their  main  defign.  Some  of  the  leading 
men  in  the  oppofition,  not  only  countenanced  the  peo- 
ple in  their  outrages  againft  this  a6t,  privately,  but 
fome  of  them  gave  an  open  defiance  to  the  authority 
that  impofed  thisafl,  by  publicly  advertifing  that  thofe 
v/ho  were  employed  to  enforce  that  law,  might  fave 
themfelves  the  trouble  of  applying  to  them,  for  they 
were  refolved  not  to  pay  any  duty,  except  what  was 
laid  on  by  tlieir  reprefentatives.  The  provincial  af- 
femblies  were  of  the  fame  fentiments  with  the  many 
individuals,  in  the  oppofition,  which  they  at  firft 
fhewed,  by  declining  giving  the  governors  any  advice 
concerning  their  behaviour,  in  fuch  a  critical  junc- 
ture of  affairs:  They  knew  that  without  their  affift- 
ance  and  concurrence,  the  governors  could  not  pro- 
ceed far,  and  were  deterraiiicd  to  give  them  no  aid  in 
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executing  a  law  which  they  confidered   as  ial together 
iinconftitutional.     Some  of  the  governors  of  the  pro- 
vinces, and  the  provincial  affenablies,  were  not  very 
<:;ordial  in  their  afFedions  to  one  another  j  they  pro- 
ceeded upon  different  principles,  and  were  influenced 
by  different  ideas  of  intereft.     The  governors  who 
had'  formerly  had  their  falaries  paid  by  the  provinces, 
were  now  paid  by  the  crown,  which  gave  them  a  bias 
towards  the  fide  of  the  miniftry,  which  was  not  always 
confiftent  with  the  advantages  of  the  colonies.  While 
the  governors  were  paid  by  the  provinces,  the  colo- 
nifts  were  often  ready  to  reward  their  good  fervices, 
with  fingular  tokens  of  favour  and  efteem,  which  made 
the  legiflative  part  of  th^conftitution,  and  that  of  the 
<!xecutive,  keep  up  a  good  underftanding  with  one 
another;    but   when    their  interefts   were  feparated, 
their  affections  foon  became  difunited,  and  frequently 
the  governors  difapproved  what  the  affemblies  were 
pleafed  to  recommend.     This  in  procefs  of  time  cre- 
ated jarring  between  the   houfes  of  reprefentatives 
and  their  governors,  which  had  proceeded  to  an  uiir- 
charitable  length  about  the    time  of  the  ftamp  ad. 
Thefe  affemblies  were  not  difpleafed  to  fee  men  em- 
barraffed  in  the  execution  of  an  office,  which  they 
confidered  as  not  difcharged  for  the  purpofe  of  its 
firft    inftitution.     They   therefore    gave    them   very 
fmall  affiftance  on  this  preffing  occafion.     They  dif- 
avowed  the  riotous  proceedings  of  the  multitude,  and 
went  fo  far  as  to  promife  rewards  for  feizing  the  rioters 
who  had  plundered  the  houfe  of  one  of  their  chief 
juftices,   who  was  obliged  to   appear  on  the  feat  of 
juftice    without  the  infignia   of  his   office,   and   the 
badges  of  his  authority.     When  fome  of  thefe  riot.::;;, 
were  brought  to  their  trial,  the  juries  would  not  pre 
ceed  fo  far  as  the  friends  of  the  ftamp  ad  were  inch;: 
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they  Ihould.  The  writer  of  the  Annual  Regifter  af- 
firms that  they  could  be  brought  to  condemn  them  no 
farther  than  decency  required,  and  would  not  promife 
to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  government  fo  far  as  to 
prevent  commotions  about  the  ftamp  aclj  nor  did  they 
account  thefe  commotions  were  objefls  of  military  re- 
ftraint.  When  once  a  controverfy  is  begun,  there  are 
often  errors  on  both  fides,  and  there  is  no  queftion 
but  the  colonifts  did  feveral  things  that  they  ought  not 
to  have  done*j  but  when  the  reafons  and  cauies  of 
their  oppofition  to  this  law  are  confidered,  it  muft  be 
allowed  that  their  provocations  were  not  fmall.  It 
may  be  eafy  for  perfons  who  are  biaflcd  by  intereft 
and  party  attachments,  to  form  a  fpecious  fhew  of  rea- 
foning  to  condemn  the  colonifts,  and  vindicate  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country^  but  an  impartial  hiftorian 
with  nothing  but  truth  in  his  eye,  will  be  obliged  to 
draw  his  inferences  from  pure  fafts,  and  the  natural 
reafons  of  them,  without  paying  any  regard  to  party 
or  perfuafions. 

On  this  occafion,  when  the  debates  and  quarrels  of 
the  parties  ran  very  high,  fome  perfons,  from  caution 
or  fome  other  principle,  privately  fpiked  up  the  can- 
non belonging  to  the  forts  and  fliip- yards,  left  any  ufe 
Ihould  be  made  of  them  by  either  party  ;  and  though 
this  might  be  conftrued  an  illegal  interference  with 
his  Majefty's  ftores  and  arms,  was  a  ready  means  to  pre- 
vent bioodfhed  in  cafe  of  afudden  rencounter,  through 
the  irritation  of  party  fpirit.  What  was  determined 
in  the  provincial  aflemblics,  with  regard  to  the  ftamp 
»ft,  was  approved  by  feveral  aftemblies  of  the  prin- 
cipal 

*  The  plundering  of  Governor  Hiitchinfon's  houfe  on  the  i6th  of 
Auguft,  was  cruel,  l):ub;itc)us  ;ind  iinjuil.  His  papers  were  siU  burnt, 
liis  houfe  unroofed,  ;ind  ail  his  clothes,  with  ihofe  of  his  daughter  and 
filler,  were  taken  awaj-. 
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cipal  inhabitants  of  fome  places,  who  inftrufted  their 
reprefentatives  not  to  agree  in  any  meafures  for  the 
protection  of  the  {lamp  papers,  or  (lamp  officers. 
They  granted  there  had  been  fome  tumults  and  difor- 
ders  on  that  account,  but  that  thefe  mull:  be  laid  to 
the  charge  of  thofe  who  wanted  to  urge  unconftitu- 
tional  laws  upon  them,  contrary  to  their  charters,  and 
their  rights  as  Englifh  fubjefts,  who  ought  to  enjoy 
the  equal  privileges  of  the  empire  in  making  their  own 
laws,  and  taxing  themfelves.  They  alfo  cautioned 
their  reprefentatives  againft  all  unconilitutional  drafts 
on  the  public  treafury,  for  fear  that  the  governors 
fhould  endeavour  to  ftrengthen  their  hands  by  that 
means,  without  their  confent.  Thefe  were  proceed- 
ings which,  though  at  firft  view  they  may  appear  pre- 
cipitate and  too  determined,  argued  yet  a  political 
forefight,  which  Ihewed  they  were  notdifpofed  to  trifle. 
The  general  aflembiies  proceeded  ftill  further.  In- 
ftcad  of  winking  at  the  oppofition  of  the  people,  they 
began  to  patronize  it,  and  in  exprefs  terms,  affirmed 
that  the  Britifh  legiflature  had  no  right  to  tax  them. 
This  had  been  often  afferted,  and  even  proved  by  the 
llrongefl  arguments,  to  be  founded  in  reafon  and  the 
Britilh  conftitution.  It  was  granted  that  they  were 
fubjefts  of  the  empire  under  onefovereign,  or  one  exe- 
cutive powerj  but  that  they  had  as  good  a  right  to 
make  their  own  laws  as  the  fubjefts  at  home,  and  that 
none  but  themfelves  had  a  right  to  give  away  their 
property.  They  came  at  laft  to  a  refolution  to  petition 
the  legiflature  of  Britain  againft  the  ftamp  ad,  and 
pleaded  their  incapacity  to  pay  any  fuch  tax  as  v/as 
now  impofed  upon  themj  but  at  the  fame  tim.e  they 
aflced  the  favour,  they  did  not  acknowledge  that  they 
were  dependent  upon  the  parliament  of  Britain.  This 

was 
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was  confidered  as  only  afldrig  a  favour  of  equals,  with- 
out making  the  fubmiffion  the  parliament  required, 
which  rendered  their  petition  offenfiv^  to  the  majority 
of  the  legiflature.  From  the  manner  of  their  proceed- 
ine,  fom.e  wife  men  forefaw  what  would  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  mother  country's  afferting  a  right  of 
legillation  over  the  coloniftsi  they  oppofed  the  (lamp 
a6t  becaufe  they  confidered  it  both  unconftitutionai 
in  its  nature,  and  detrimental  to  the  real  intereft  of 
the  empire. 

On  this  trying  occafion  the  colonifts  were  not  want- 
ing to  themfelves  in  any  meafure  that  might  promote 
unanimity  of  defigns  and  execution  in  the  different 
colonies:  They  formed  aflbciations,  and  appointed 
committees,  for  the  fake  of  a  general  correfpondence 
in  carrying  on  the  common  afrairs  of  the  whole 
body.  From  thcfe  committes  deputies  were  ap- 
pointed to  meet  in  congrcfs  at  New-Yorkj  and  what 
fhewed  the  unanimity  of  their  fentimerits  in  this  ge- 
neral caufe,  and  that  they  were  all  of  one  mind  is, 
that  when  the  deputies  met  at,  New-York,  they  were 
fo,well  agreed,  that  they  had  little  more  to  do  than 
ro  cons;ratulate  one  another,  and  (tt  their  hands  to 
one  general  declaration  of  their  rights,  and  the  griev- 
ances they  laboured  under,  and  to  a  petition  exprelT- 
ing  a  fenfe  of  thefe  grievances  to  the  king,  lords, 
and  commons  of  Great  Britain.  It  was  not  long 
till  the  magiftratcs  fubordinate  to  the  king  began 
to  join  the  legiQative  part.  The  juftices  of  Weft- 
moreiand  in  Virginia,  gave  public  notice  under  their 
hands,  that  they  had  refigned  their  ofHce,  and  declined 
afting  in  that  capacity,;  that  they  would  not  any 
longer  be  in ilru mental  to  the  deftru6tion  of  their 
country,  which  their  oath   as  juftices  of  the  peace 
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now  obliged  them  to,  provided  they  continued  in  the 
difcharge  of  their  office.  The  gentlemen  of  the  law 
alfo  declared  that  they  would  lay  down  their  offices- 
rather  than  be  obFiged  to  praftife  upon  itamp  paper. 
This  is  an  inftance  of  patriotifm  rarely  to  be  met  with, 
and  to  which  the  mother  country  cannot  afford  a  pa- 
rallel, I'hofe  that  are  acquainted  with  the  general 
charafter  of  a  people  cf  that  profeffion  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, will  be  ready  to  conclude,  that  the  lawyers  int 
Virginia  have  had  a  very  different,  education,  or  that 
they  are  not  defcendants  of  the  natives  of  this  country. 
How  far  they  may  have  been  in  the  right  or  in  the 
wrong  in  this  particular  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay;  it 
however  argued  a  great  degree  of  felf-denial,  to  give 
up  their  bufmels  for  the  fake  of  the  public  intereff. 
Before  the  iff  of  November,  when  the  a6t  was  to  take 
place,  there  was  not  a  llieet  of  (lamp  paper  to  be  had 
throughout  the  feveral  colonies  of  New  England,  New 
York,  New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,,  Virginia,  Maryland,, 
or  the  two  Carolinas,  except  a  parcel  at  New  York,, 
which  the  government  through  fear  was  obliged  to 
furrender  to  the  corporation,  upon  condition  that  ' 
they  would  not  deilroy  it  like  the  reft.  Thus  all  bu- 
fmefs  that  could  not  be  carried  on  without  ftamps,  was 
put  to  a  ftand,  except  newfpapcrs,  wliich  the  printers,, 
for  fear  of  the  populace  were  obliged  to  continue 
without  ftamps.  But  in  Canada,  where  ftamps  were 
made  ufe  of,  the  printers  were  in  a  worfe  iituation,  for 
few  or  none  v/ould  buy  a  newfpaper  on  account  of  it& 
being  ftamped,  and  the  whole  lay  upon  their  hands. 
The  courts  of  juftice  were  now  ftiut  up  as  well  as  the 
ports;  and  even  in  thofe  colonies  where  ftamps  werer- 
ufed,  the  people  of  the  beft  rank  fubmitted  to  be  cal- 
led in  the  churches   rather  than  take  out  licences  for 
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private  marriages.  This  fhews  us  how  far  the  Eng- 
liAi  miniftry  have  deceived  themfelves  and  the  public, 
in  reprefenting  that  where  any  colony  had  not  totally 
joined  with  the  reft  in  oppofition  to  government,  that 
they  were  all  iatisfied  and  unanimous.  In  thofe  places 
where  fome  leading  people  had  rule,  matters  were  for 
ibme  time  fmoothed  over,  and  kept  in  temper;  when 
at  the  lame  time  the  far  greater  part  were  wholly  dif- 
fatisfied  with  the  public  meafures. 

The  evil  confequences  of  fuch  a  ftagnation  in  bufi- 
nefs  began  to  be  felt  feverely,  and  would  have  have 
cooled  a  moderate  zeal  for  liberty,  where  diftrefs  was  {o^ 
manifeft.  The  friends  of  government  raifed  their  hopes, 
that  from  feeling  fuch  inconveniencies,  the  deluded 
multitude  would  return  to  a  due  fenfe  of  their  duty, 
and  in  a  Ihort  time  oppofition  would  totally  fubfide. — 
Men  who  let  no  value  upon  liberty,  are  ready  to  ima- 
o-ine  that  all  others  view  it  in  the  fame  li^ht,  and  that 
in  general  mankind  mean  no  more   by  oppofition  to 
power,  and  by  the  name  of  liberty,   than  to  worm 
themfelves  into  preferment  or  places  of  profit  and  emo- 
iumcnc:    This   may  be   the  cafe  with  a  few,  or  with 
tome  defigning  politicians;  but  when  a  whole  country 
catches  tlie  flame,  there  is  always  more  than  the  hope 
of  court  preferment  in  the  cale.     Demagogues  may 
on  a  particular  occafion,  miflead  fome  unthinking  peo- 
ple, but  it  requires  more  than  is  in  the  power  of  any 
human  addrefs,  to  lead  a  continent,  unlefs  they  have 
fome  rational  principle  to  proceed  upon.     It  is  a  very 
common  thing  for  both  parties  on  each  fide  of  a  quef- 
tion,  to  impute  the  worft  defigns  to  their  antagonifts, 
but  wherever  truth  and  v/ifdom  are  purfucd,  whatever 
names  may  be  afcribed  to  the  agents,  time  will  deter- 
mine both  the  nature  of  the  caufc,  and  the  principles  of 
the  aflors. 

During 
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During  this  interruption  of  public  bufinefs,fome  fruit- 
ful expedients  were  tried  to  evade  the  influence  of  this 
new  law,  and  among  others,  the  bark  of  a  tree  was 
difcovered,  which  anfwered  for  a  fucedaneum  inftead 
of  paper,  and  was  fent  to  the  printers  at  Bofton  for 
their  approbations  and  as  it  was  neither  paper,  parch- 
ment, nor  vellum,  the  difcoverer  wanted  to  know  whe- 
ther deeds  written  upon  the  bark  might  not  be  valid 
though  they  were  not  ftamped.  In  this  cafe  he  was 
ready  to  ferve  with  good  writing  bark,  all  thofe  whofe 
confciences  were  bound  by  the  late  ad:  of  parliament. 
JThis  invention  was  certainly  ingenious,  but  the  propo- 
fal  was  not  altogether  honeftj  for  fuch  as  were  free  to 
ufe  the  vegetable  paper,  without  fcruple  ofconfcience, 
ought  not  to  have  laid  a  fnare  before  the  confciences 
of  others.* 

While  thefe  tranfadlions  were  going  on,  the  aflfem- 
bly  of  South  Carolina,  whofe  lieutenant  governor  re-, 
fufed  to  tranfaft  bufinefs  without  ftamps,  addrefied 
him  to  know  through  what  channel  the  (lamp  act  had 
been  tranfmitted  to  him.  His  anfwer  was,  that  he 
had  it  firft  from  the  attorney-general,  and  next  from 
Mr.  Boone,  governor  of  that  province.  They  faid,  as 
Vol.  I.  F  that 

*  The  writer  of  the  Annual  Regijler  fays,  "  At  laft  the  governors  of 
fome  of  the  provinces,  though  bound  by  the  aft  to  fwear  to  fee  it  ob- 
ferved,  under  the  ievereft  penalties,  thinking  the  total  ftoppage  of  all 
public  bufinefs,  of  fuch  bad  confequence  to  the  community,  as  to  ren- 
der lawful  non-compliance  with  any  injundions  laid  on  them,  or  even 
the  breach  of  any  oath  taken  by  them,  in  confequence  of  injundions, 
merely  for  thefike  of  that  communit)',  thought  proper  to  difpenfe  with 
the  ufual  ftamps,  grounding  their  difpenfation  on  the  impoffibility  of 
procuring  any  veflels  to  protect  them  from  the  penalties  of  the  aft  in 
the  other  parts  of  his  Majefty's  dominions."  Though  the  aft  bound  the 
governors  to  fee  it  obferved  upon  fevere  penalties,  yet  while  they  had 
not  Avorn,  they  only  broke  the  flatue,  butnot  their  oath.  Their  making 
ufe  ot  paper  even  without  ftamijs,  would  have  been  difobedience  to  the 
law,  but  could  be  no  breach  of  their  oath. 
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that  was  the  cafe,  he  had  not  received  it  legally,  nor 
were  thofe  true  notifications  of  the  adl,  as  the  gover- 
nor when  out  of  the  province,  and  the  attorney- ge- 
neral when  in  it,  could  not,  with  regard  to  this  com- 
munication, be  confidered  in  any  other  light  than  as 
private  perfons.  They  gave  feveral  inftances  of  the 
province  having  fuffered  from  the  accidental  detention 
of  government  information,  fufficient  to  prove  that 
certain  forms  were  abfolutely  to  be  ufed  in  all  matters 
of  government,  efpeciallyfuch  as  related  to  authentica- 
ting new  laws  of  fuch  immenfe  confequence  to  that 
province.  It  is  highly  probable  that  they  had  receiv- 
ed many  laws  through  channels  not  more  authentic 
than  this  nov/ mentioned,  but  as  this  was  more  contra- 
ry to  their  inclination,  they  were  difpofed  to  make  the 
more  obje6lions  to  it. 

But  the  colonifts  devifed  a  better  method  to  avoid 
the  ftamp  act.  The  merchants  throughout  all  thefe 
colonies  entered  into  the  m.oil  folemn  engagem.ents  to 
each  other,  to  order  no  more  goods  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, whatever  fhould  be  the  confequence,  and  to  recal 
the  orders  they  had  already  given,  if  not  executed  be- 
fore the  iil  of  January,  1766;  and  they  refolved  fur- 
ther, not  even  to  difpofe  of  any  Britifh  goods  fent  them 
upon  commiflion,  that  v*'ere  not  fhipped  before  that 
day;  or  if  they  confented  to  any  relaxation  from 
thefe  engagements,  it  was  not  to  take  place  till  the 
ftamp  a6t,  fugar  aft,  and  paper  money  acfls  were  re- 
pealed. The  people  of  Philadelphia  alfo  refolved  by 
a  large  majority,  that  till  fuch  a  repeal  fhould  happen, 
no  lawyer  fliould  put  in  fuit  for  a  demand  for  money, 
owing  by  a  refident  in  America  to  any  one  in  Eng- 
land :  nor  any  pcrfon  in  America,  however  indebted 
in  England,  make  any  remittances  there.  This  refo- 
lution  v/:is  adopted  by  the  retailers,  who  unanimoufly 
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agreed  not  to  buy  any  more  Englilli  goods  Ihipped 
contrary  to  thefe  refolutions.  Ages  to  come  will  be 
amazed  that  feparate  governments,  and  fo  many  co- 
lonies diftin6t  from  each  other,  flioiild  have  united  fo 
fpeedily  in  one  intereft,  notwithftanding  the  influence 
of  government  agents  among  them,  who  both  op- 
pbfed  all  their  meafures,  and  endeavoured  to  frufbrate 
all  their  defigns.  Ideas  of  freedom,  when  people  are 
not  too  much  vitiated  through  the  power  of  venality 
and  difiipation,  will  produce  marvellous  effefts  on  the 
behaviour  of  a  people. 

This  controverfy  between  the  mother  country  and 
the  colonifts  was  for  a  feafon  of  great  fervice  to  Ire- 
land. What  goods  the  Americans  could  not  poflibly 
want,  they  ordered  from  that  country,  in  exchange 
for  their  liemp  and  flax-feed,  of  which  they  fent 
yearly  a  great  quantity. — But  in  the  mean  time,  they 
purfued  every  rational  method  to  free  themfeives 
from  that  dependance.  A  fociety  of  arts,  manu- 
faftures,  and  commerce,  was  infl:ituted  at  New- York 
in  imitation  of  that  of  London,  and  markets  were 
opened  for  the  fale  of  home-made  manufactures.  It 
foon  appeared  that  neither  the  natives  nor  thofe  ma- 
facturers  which  they  had  invited  from  Britain  and 
other  nations,  were  idle  -,  they  gave  good  encourage- 
ment) and  they  found  workmen  in  abundance.  They 
made  progrefs  in  the  woollen  and  linen  manufadlures, 
in  feveral  fpecies  of  coarfe  iron-ware,  malt,  fpirits, 
and  paper-hangings.  Thefe  were  fliewn  to  the  fociety 
and  approved,  and  when  brought  to  the  market  were 
greedily  purchafed:  and  to  furnifh  materials  for  the 
woollen  work,  mofb  of  the  inhabitants  came  to  a  refo- 
lution  to  eat  no  lambj — and  to  extend  this  defign 
more  univerfally,  they  determined  not  to  deal  with  any 
butcher  that  fliould  kill  or  expofe  any  iamb  to  fale  for 
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a  limited  time.  The  fpirit  of  indullry  prevailed  to  fuch 
a  degree,  and  fo  far  took  place  of  idlenefs  and  profu- 
lion,  that  the  molt  fubftantial  people  were  among  the 
firfl  to  fet  an  example  to  their  countrymen,  by  wear- 
ing home-fpun  or  old  clothes,  rather  than  make  ufe  of 
any  Britifh  manufaftures,  of  which  they  were  wont  to 
be  madly  fond.  Such  were  the  efforts  of  all  ranks, 
and  fuch  wife  and  prudent  meafures  did  they  purfue, 
that  many  began  to  think  what  they  formerly  had  ima- 
gined impofTible,  was  exceedingly  probable,  and  that 
in  a  little  time  the  colonies  would  be  able  to  fupply 
themfelves  with  every  neceffary  of  life.  Where  ideas 
of  freedom  once  prevail,  the  arts,  fciences,  and  every 
other  branch  of  profitable  knowledge  will  attend  them. 
Slavery  enfeebles  the  mind,  and  renders  all  the  facul- 
ties thereof  ftupid,  dull,  and  inactive :  Men  who  know 
not  the  nature  of  freedom^  may  toil  like  beads  of  bur- 
den, or  chaunt  like  birds  in  a  cage,  at  the  pleafure  of 
their  maftersj  but  they  enjoy  no  rational  pleafure, 
nor  polTefs  the  enjoyment  of  creatures,  dignified  with 
reafon  and  divine  underftanding.  It  is  fomething 
amazing  that  men  who  profefs  to  be  great  and  wife, 
fhould  not  take  pleafure  in  feeing  others  as  wife,  great, 
and  happy  as  themfelves,  but  fliould  have  the  ambi- 
tion to  think  that  the  Deity  gave  all  men  the  famie  fa- 
culties, with  a  defign  to  make  them  the  fervants  of  a 
few,  and  never  to  be  their  own  mafters. 

As  one  thing  generally  leads  to  another,  the  Ame- 
ricans began  to  enter  into  a  refolution,  which  in  its 
confequences  would  have  made  the  mother  country 
feel  the  fruits  of  her  folly  eff'edually.  It  was  pro- 
pofed  to  fuop  the  exportation  of  tobacco  from  Virgi- 
nia and  South  Carolina  to  Great  Britain i  which  con- 
fidering  the  great  quantities  of  that  article  which  are 
re-exported  from  Great    Britain,  and   the  immenfe 

fums 


THE    WAR    IN    AMERICA. 


4S 


fums  fo  infenfibly  raifed,  by  home  confumption,  her 
trade,  and  efpecially  her  revenue,  could  not  fail  of  be- 
ing greatly  affedied.  Thefe  were  notices  to  the  mo- 
ther country  of  what  arefolute  people  will  determine, 
and  had  fhe  been  fo  wife  as  to  have  profited  by  thofe 
warnings,  fhe  and  her  colonies  might  have  for  ages  to 
come  lived  in  friendfhip  and  dependance  upon  each 
other. 

As  the  rife  and  fpring  of  the  prefent  wdr  in  Ame- 
rica ought  firft  to  be  inveftigated  before  we  can  de- 
termine on  either  fide  of  the  queftion,  it  muft  be  ob- 
ferved  here,  that  one  pretence  for  beginning  and 
carrying  it  on  is  groundlefs  and  frivolous.  It  has 
often  been  affirmed,  that  the  taxes  intended  to  be  im- 
pofed  on  the  colonies,  were  only  defigned  to  indem- 
nify the  mother  country  for  the  expence  of  proteft- 
ing  them  in  the  lafb  war.  To  (tt  this  point  in  a  clear 
light,  it  may  be  remembered,  that  in  the  year  1754, 
when  the  French  were  making  encroachments  on  the 
crown  lands  in  America,  and  interrupted  the  trade 
of  that  country  with  the  Indians,  a  war  was  appre- 
prehended,  and  commiffioners  from  a  number  of  the 
colonies  met  at  Albany,  to  form  a  plan  of  union  for 
their  mutual  defence.  The  plan  they  agreed  to  was 
this,  *  That  a  grand  council  be  chofen  by  the  affem- 
blies  and  fent  from  all  the  colonies;  which  council, 
together  with  a  governor -general  to  be  appointed  by 
the  crown,  fliould  be  empov/ered  to  make  general 
laws  to  raife  money  in  all  the  colonies  for  the  defence 
of  the  whole.'  This  plan  v/as  fent  to  the  govern- 
ment in  England  for  their  approbation,  and  had  it 
been  approved  and  eftablifhed  by  authority,  En^liOi 
America  at  that  time  thought  itfelf  fuiliciently  able  to 
defend  itfelf  againfl  the  French  without  any  aiTifl- 
ance.     Several  of  the  colonies  in  former  wars  vWth- 
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flood  the  whole  power  of  the  French  without  afTifl- 
ance  from  Britain,  or  any  other  quarter.  The  plan 
was  rejected,  and  a  new  one  formed  in  its  fleadj  in 
which  it  was  propofed  that  the  governors  of  all  the 
colonies,  attended  by  one  or  two  members  of  their 
reipective  councils,  fhould  alTemble  and  concert  mea- 
fures  for  the  defence  of  the  whole,  ere6i:  forts  where 
they  thought  proper,  and  raife  what  troops  they 
thought  neceflary.  with  power  to  draw  on  the  trea- 
fury  in  England  for  the  fums  that  fhould  be  wanted ^ 
and  the  treafury  to  be  reimburfed  by  a  tax  laid  on  the 
colonies  by  a6t  of  parliament.  This  new  plan  was 
communicated  by  Governor  Shirley  to  Do6tor  Frank- 
lin, who  was  then  at  Bofton,  whofe  thoughts  at  that 
time  on  the  fubjed  will  throw  confiderable  light  upon 
this  controverted  point.  The  enemies  of  this  re- 
nowned philofopher  muft  confefs,  that  it  is  impofTible 
to  anfwer  his  arguments  5  but  the  reader  fliall  judge 
for  himlelf. 

'ituefday  Morning, 
''  SIR, 
*'  I  return  the  loofe  flieets  of  the  plan,  with  thanks 
to  your  excellency  for  communicating  them. 
^  'M  apprehend,  that  excluding  xht  people  of  the  co- 
lonies from  all  fhare  in  the  choice  of  the  grand  coun- 
cil, will  give  extreme  difilxtisfadlion,  as  well  as  the  tax- 
ing them  by  a6t  of  parliament  where  they  have  no  re- 
prefentative.  It  is  very  pofTible,  that  this  general  go- 
vernment might.be  as  well  and  faithfully  adminiftered 
without  the  people  as  with  them;  but  where  heavy 
burdens  have  been  laid  upon  them,  it  has  been  found 
iifefui  to  make  it,  as  much  as  poffible,  their  own  att; 
for  they  bear  better  when  they  have,  or  think  they 
have  fhare  in  the  dire-ftion;  and  v/hen  any  pub- 
lic 
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lie  meafures  are  generally  grievous  or  even  diflafteful 
to  the  people,  the  wheels  of  government  muft  move 
more  heavily." 

Wednejday  morning, 
"  S  I R, 

"  I  mentioned  in  yellerday  to  your  excellency,  as 
my  opinion,  that  excluding  the  people  of  the  colonies 
from  all  lliare  in  the  choice  of  the  grand  council,  would 
probably  give  extreme  difTatisfadion,  as  well  as  the 
taxing  them  by  ad  of  parliament,  where  they  have  no 
reprefentative.  In  matters  of  general  concern  to  the 
people,  and  efpecially  where  burdens  are  to  be  laid 
upon  them,  it  is  of  ufe  to  confider,  as  well  what  they 
will  be  apt  to  think,  and  fay;  I  fliall  therefore,  as  your 
excellency  requires  it  of  me,  briefly  mention  v/hat  of 
either  kind  occurs  to  me  on  this  occafion. 

"  Firitthey  will  fay,  and  perhaps  with  jullice,  that 
the  body  of  the  people  in  the  colonies  are  as  loyal, 
and  as  firmly  attached  to  the  prefent  conflitution,  and 
reigning  family  as  any  fubjeds  in  the  king's  domi- 
nions. 

^'  That  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  readinefs  and 
willingnefs  of  the  reprefentatives  they  may  chufe,  to 
grant  from  time  to  time  fuch  fupplies  for  the  defence  of 
the  country,  as  Ihall  be  judged  neceffary,  fo  far  as 
their  abilities  will  allow. 

"  That  the  people  in  the  colonies,  who  are  to  feel 
the  immediate  mifchiefs  of  invafion  and  conqueft  by 
an  enem.y  in  the  lofs  of  their  eftates,  lives  and  liberties, 
are  likely  to  be  better  judges  of  the  quantity  of  forces 
neceffary  to  be  raifed  and  majntamed,  forts  to  be  built 
and  fuppt^rted,  and  of  their  own  abilities  to  bear  the 
expencc,  than  the  parliament  of  Englar.d  at  lb  great  a 
^iliance. 

«  That 
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"  That  governors  often  come  to  the  colonies  mere- 
ly to  make  fortunes,  with  which  they  intend  to  re- 
turn to  Britain;  are  not  always  men  of  the  bell  abili- 
ties or  integrity,  have  many  of  them  no  eftates  here, 
nor  any  natural  connexions  with  us,  that  fhould  make 
them  heartily  concerned  for  our  welfare;  and  might 
pofiibly  be  fond  of  raifing  and  keeping  up  more  forces 
than  neceflary,  from  the  profits  accruing  to  themfelves, 
and  to  make  provifion  for  their  friends  and  depen- 
dants. 

"  That  the  counfellors  in  mod  of  the  colonies  be- 
ing appointed  by  the  crown,  or  the  recomm.endation 
of  governors,  are  often  of  fmall  eftates,  frequently  de- 
pendant on  governors  for  offices,  and  therefore  too 
much  under  influence. 

"  That  there  is,  therefore,  great  reafon  to  be  jea- 
lous of  a  power  in  fuch  governors  and  councils,  to 
raife  fuch  fums  as  they  fliall  judge  neceflary,  by  draft 
on  the  lords  of  the  treafury,  to  be  afterwards  laid  on 
the  colonies  by  act  of  parliament,  and  paid  by  the  peo- 
ple here;  flnce  they  might  abufe  it  by  projefting  ufe- 
lefs  expeditions,  harrafling  the  people,  and  taking  them 
from  their  labour  to  execute  fuch  projects,  merely  to 
create  oflices  and  employments,  and  gratify  their  de- 
pendants, and  divide  profits. 

"  I'hat  the  parliament  of  England  is  at  a  great  dif- 

tance,  fubjeft  to  be  mirmformed  and  mifled  by  fuch 

governors  and  councils,  whofe  united  interefts  might 

probably  fecure  them  againft  the  efi^e(5l  of  any  com- 

•plaint  from  hence. 

"  That  it  is  fuppofed  an  undoubted  right  of  Eng- 
liflimen,  not  to  be  taxed  but  by  their  own  confent 
given  through  their  reprefcntatives. 

"  That  the  colonics  have  no  reprefentatives  in  par- 
liaments 

"  That 
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**  That  to  propofe  taxing  them  by  parliament,  and 
fefufing  them  the  liberty  of  chufing  a  reprefentative 
council,  to  meet  in  the  colonies,  and  confider  and 
judge  of  the  neceffity  of  any  general  tax,  and  the 
quantum,  ihews  fufpicion  of  their  loyalty  to  the  crown, 
of  their  regard  for  their  country,  or  of  their  common 
fenfe  and  underflanding,  which  they  have  not  deferv- 
ed. 

"  That  compelling  the  colonies  to  pay  money  with- 
out their  confent,  would  be  rather  like  raifing  con- 
tributions in  an  enemy's  country,  than  taxing  of  Eng- 
lilhmen  for  their  own  public  benefit. 

"  That  it  would  be  treating  them  as  a  conquered 
people,  and  not  as  true  Britilh  fubjefls. 

"  That  a  tax  laid  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  co- 
lonies might  eafily  be  leiTened  as  the  occafions  fhould 
lefTen,  but  being  once  laid  by  parliament  under  the 
influence  of  the  reprefentations  made  by  governors, 
would  probably  be  kept  up  and  continued  for  the 
benefit  of  governors,  to  the  grievous  burden  and  dif- 
couragement  of  the  colonies,  and  prevention  of  their 
growth  and  increafe. 

"  That  a  power  in  governors  to  march  the  inhabi- 
tants from  one  end  of  the  Britilh  and  French  colonies 
to  the  other,  being  a  country  of  at  leaft  1500  fquare 
miles,  without  the  approbation  or  confent  of  their  re- 
prefentatives firft  obtained,  fuch  expeditions  might 
be  grievous  and  ruinous  to  the  people,  and  would 
put  them  on  a  footing  with  the  fubjecls  of  France  in 
Canada,  that  now  groan  under  fuch  opprefTion  from 
their  governor,  who  for  two  years  paft  has  harraf- 
fed  them  with  long  and  deflru6live  marches  to  the 
Ohio. 

"  That  if  the  colonies  in  a  body  may  be  well  go- 
verned by  governors  and  councils  appointed  by  the 
Vol.  I.  G  crown 
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crown,  without  reprefentatives,  particular  colonies 
may  as  well  or  better  be  fo  governed ;  a  tax  may  be 
laid  on  them  all  by  aft  of  parliament  for  fupport  of 
government,  and  their  aflemblies  may  be  difmiffed  as 
an  ufelefs  part  of  the  conftitution. 

"  That  the  powers  propofed  by  the  Albany  plan 
of  union,  to  be  veiled  in  a  grand  council  reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  people,  even  with  regard  to  military  mat- 
ters, are  not  fo  great  as  thofe  the  colonies  of  Rhode 
IQand  and  Connefticut  are  trufted  with  by  their 
charter,  and  have  never  abufed  ;  for  by  this  plan,' 
the  prefident-general  is  appointed  by  the  crown,  and 
controuls  all  by  his  negative  j  but  in  thefe  govern- 
ments the  people  chufe  the  governor,  and  yet  allow 
him  no  negative. 

"  That  the  Britifh  colonies  bordering  on  the  French 
are  properly  frontiers  of  the  Britifli  empircj  and  the 
frontiers  of  an  empire  are  properly  defended  at  the 
joint  expence  of  the  body  of  the  people  in  fuch  em- 
pire: It  would  now  be  thought  hard  by  aft  of  parlia- 
ment to  oblige  the  Cinque  ports  orfea-coafts  of  Britain 
to  maintain  the  whole  navy,  becaufe  they  are  more 
immediately  defended  by  it,  not  allowing  them  at  the 
fame  time  a  vote  in  chufmg  members  of  the  parlia- 
ment; and  if  the  frontiers  in  America  mull'  bear  the 
expence  of  their  own  defence,  it  feems  hard  to  allow 
them  no  lliare  in  voting  the  money,  judging  of  the 
neceffity  and  fum,  or  advifing  the  meafures. 

"  That  befides  the  taxes  necelhiry  for  the  defence, 
of  the  frontiers,  the  colonies  pay  yearly  great  fums 
to  the  mother-country  unnoticed:  For  taxes  paid  in 
Britain  by  the  landholder  or  artificer,  muft  enter  into 
and  increafe  the  price  of  the  produce  of  land  and  of 
manufaftures  made  of  it  :    and  great  part  of  this  is 

paid 


THE    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  51 

paid  by  confumers  in  the  colonies,  who  thereby  pay 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  Britifh  taxes. 

"  We  are  reftrained  in  our  trade  with  foreign  na- 
tions; and  where  we  could  be  fupplied  with  any  ma- 
nufafture  cheaper  from  them,  but  muft  buy  the  fame 
dearer^  from  Britain,  the  difference  of  price  is  as  a 
clear  tax  to  Britain.  We  are  obliged  to  carry  great 
part  of  our  produce  diredly  to  Britain,  and  where 
the  duties  there  laid  upon  it  leffen  its  price  to  the 
planter,  or  it  fells  for  lefs  than  it  would  in  foreign 
markets;  the  difference  is  a  tax  paid  to  Britain. 

"  Some  manufactures  we  could  make,  but  are  for- 
bidden, and  muft  take  them  of  Britifli  merchants; 
the  whole  price  of  thefe  is  a  tax  paid  to  Britain. 

"  By  our  greatly  increafmg  the  demand  and  con- 
fumption  of  Britifh  manufa6lures,  their  price  is  con- 
fiderably  raifed  of  late  years;  their  advance  is  clear 
profit  to  Britain,  and  enables  its  people  better,  to  pay 
great  taxes ;  and  much  of  it  being  paid  by  us,  is  a  clear 
tax  to  Britain. 

"  In  fhort,  as  we  are  not  fuffered  to  regulate  our 
trade,  and  reftrain  the  importation  and  confumption 
of  Britifh  fuperfluities  (as  Britain  can  the  confump- 
tion of  foreign  fuperfluities)  our  whole  wealth  centers 
finally  among  the  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  Bri- 
tain, and  if  we  make  them  richer,  and  enable  themi 
better  to  pay  their  taxes,  it  is  nearly  the  fame  as 
being  faved  ourfelves,  and  equally  beneficial  to  the 
crown. 

"  Theie  kind  of  fecondary  taxes,  however  we  do 
not  complain  of,  though  v/e  have  no  fliare  in  the 
laying  or  difpofing  of  them;  but  to  pay  imme- 
diate heavy  taxes,  in  the  laying,  approbation,  and 
difpofition  of  which  we  have  no  part,  and  which 
perhaps  we  may  know  to  be  as  unneceffary  as  grieve- 

G    2  QUS, 
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ous,  muft  feem  a  hard  meafure  to  Englilhmen,  who 
cannot  conceive,  that  by  hazarding  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  in  fubduing  and  fettling  new  countries,  ex- 
tending the  dominion  and  increafing  the  commerce  of 
their  mother  nation,  they  have  forfeited  the  native 
right  of  Britons,  which  they  think  ought  rather  to  be 
given  them  as  due  to  fuch  merit,  if  they  had  been  be- 
fore in  a  ft  ate  of  flavery. 

"  Thcfe,  and  fuch  kind  of  things  as  thefe,  I  ap- 
prehend, will  be  faid,  and  thought  by  the  people,  if 
the  propofed  alteration  of  the  Albany  plan  Ihould  * 
take  place.  Then  the  adminiftration  of  the  board 
of  governors  and  councils  fo  appointed,  not  having 
any  reprefentative  body  of  the  people  to  a])prove  and 
unite  in  its  meafurcs,  and  conciliate  the  minds  of  the 
people  to  them,  will  probably  becorne  fufpefted  and 
odious;  dangerous  animofities  and  feuds  will  arife 
between  the  governors  and  the  governed,  and  every 
thing  go  into  confufion. 

"  Perhaps  I  am  too  apprehenfive  in  this  matter; 
by  having  freely  given  my  opinion  and  reafons,  your 
excellency  can  judge  better  than  I  whether  there  be 
any  weight  in  them,  and  the  fhortnefs  of  the  time  al- 
lowed me,  will,  I  hope,  in  fome  degree,  excufe  the 
imperfeftions  of  this  fcrawl. 

*'  With  the  greateft  rcfpect  and  fidelity,  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  your  excellency's  moft  obedient  and 
moft  humble  fervant." 

Bojiony  December  22,  1754* 

"SIR, 

"  Since    the    converfation     your    excellency   was 

pleafed  to  honour  me  with,  on  the  fubject  oi*  uniting 

the  colonies  more  intimately  with  Great  Britain,  by 

allowing  them  reprefentatives  in  parliament,  I  have 

*  fomething 
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fomething  further  confidered  that  matter,  and  am  of 
opinion,  that  fuch  an  union  would  be  very  accepta- 
ble to  the  colonies,  provided  they  had  a  reafonable 
number  of  reprefentatives  allowed  them  -,  and  that  all 
the  old  a6ls  of  parliament  reftraining  the  trade  or  cramp- 
ing the  manufaftures  of  the  colonies,  be  at  the  fame 
time  repealed,  and  the  Britilh  fubjefts  on  this  fide  the 
water  put,  in  thofe  refpedls,  on  the  fame  footing  with 
thofe  in  Great  Britain,  till  the  new  parliament,  repre- 
fenting  the  whole,  Ihall  think  it  for  the  interefl  of  the 
whole  to  re-ena6t  fome  or  all  of  them :  It  is  not  that 
I  imagine  fo  many  reprefentatives  will  be  allowed  the 
colonies,  as  to  have  any  great  weight  by  their  num- 
bers] but  I  think  there  might  be  fufficient  to  occa- 
fion  thofe  laws   to  be  better  and  more  impartially 
confidered,  and  perhaps  to  overcome  the  private  in- 
tereft  of  a  petty  corporation,  or  of  any  particular  fet 
of  artificers  or  traders   in  England,  who  heretofore 
feem,  in  fome  inftances,  to  have  been  more  regarded 
than  all  the  colonies,  or  than  was  confident  witfi  the 
general  intereft,  or  befl;  national  good.     I  think  too, 
that  the  government  of  the  colonies  by  a  parliament, 
in  which  they  are  fairly  reprefented,  would  be  V3.(\:lf 
more  agreeable  to  the  people,  than  the  method  lately 
attempted  to  be  introduced  by  royal  inftrudtions,  as 
well  as  more  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  an  Englilli 
conflitution,  and  to  Englifh  libertyj    and  that  fuch 
laws  as  now  feem  to  bear  hard  on  the  colonies,  would 
(when  judged  by  fuch  a  parliament  for  the  beft  in- 
tereft of  the  whole)  be  more  chearfully  fubmitted  to^ 
and  more  eafily  executed. 

"  I  ftiould  hope  too,  that  by  fuch  an  union,  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  people  of  the  colo- 
nies, would  learn  to  confider  themfelves,  not  as  be- 
longing to  a  different  community,  with  different  in- 

^  terefts, 
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terefls,  but  to  one  community  with  one  intereft,  which 
I  imagine  would  contribute  to  ftrengthen  the  v/hole, 
and  greatly  IclTen  the  danger  of  future  feparations. 

"It  is,  I  fuppofe,  agreed  to  be  the  general  in- 
tereft of  any  ftate,  that  its  people  be  numerous  and 
richj  men  enough  to  fight  in  its  defence,  and  enough 
to  pay  fufficient  taxes  to  defray  the  charges  foi'  thefe 
circumftances  tend  to  the  fecurity  of  the  ftate,  and 
its  proteflion  from  foreign  power:  But  it  feems  not 
of  fo  much  importance  whether  the  fighting  be  done 
by  John  or  Thomas,  or  the  tax  paid  by  William  or 
Charles.  The  iron  manufa6lure  employs  and  en- 
riches Britifti  fubjefts,  but  is  it  of  any  importance  to 
the  ftate  whether  the  manufaflurers  live  at  Birming- 
ham or  Sheffield,  or  both,  fince  they  are  ftill  within 
its  bounds,  and  their  wealth  and  perfons  at  its  com- 
mand? Could  the  Goodwin  fands  be  laid  dry  by 
banks,  and  land  equal  to  a  large  country  thereby 
gained  to  England,  and  prefently  filled  with  Englifli 
inhabitants,  would  it  be  right  to  deprive  fuch  inha- 
bitants of  the  common  privileges  enjoyed  by  other 
Engliflimen,  the  right  of  vending  their  produce  in  the 
fame  ports,  and  of  making  their  own  fhoes;  becaufe  a 
merchant,  or  a  ftioe-maker,  living  on  the  old  land, 
might  fancy  it  more  for  his  advantage  to  trade  or  make 
fhoes  for  them?  Would  this  be  right  even  if  the 
land  were  gained  at  the  expence  of  the  ftare?  And 
would  it  not  feem  lefs  right,  if  the  charge  and  labour 
of  gaining  the  additional  territory  to  Britain  had 
been  borne  by  the  fettlers  themfelves?  And  would 
not  the  hardfhip  appear  yet  greater,  if  the  people  of 
the  new  country  fliould  be  allowed  no  repreientatives 
in  tiie  parliament  enabling  fuch  impofitions  ?  Now  I 
look  on  the  colonies  as  fo  many  counties  gained  to 
Great  Britain,  and  more  advantageous  to  it  than  if 

thev 
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they  had  been  gained  out  of  the  fea  around  Its  coafts, 
and  joined  to  its  land:  For  being  in  different  cli- 
mates, they  afford  greater  variety  of  produce,  and 
materials  for  more  manufaftures;  and  being  feparated 
by  the  ocean,  they  increafe  much  more  its  ihipping 
and  feamenj  and  fince  they  are  included  in  the  Britifh 

I  empire,  which  has  only  extended  itfelf  by  their 
means;  and  the  ftrength  and  wealth  of  the  parts  is 
the  flrength  and  w;ealth  of  the  whole  j  what  imports 
It  to  the  general  flate,  whether  a  merchant,  a  fmith, 

j  or  a  hatter,  grow  rich  in  Old  or  New  England  ?  And 
if,  through  increafe  of  people,  two  fmiths  are  wanted 
for  one  employed  before,  why  may  not  the  w^fzy 
fmith  be  allowed  to  live,  and  thrive  in  the  new  coun- 

^^ry^  as  well  as  the  old  one  in  the  old?     In  fine,  why 

'  ■  fhould  the  countenance  of  a  ftate  be  partially  afforded 
to  its  people,  unlefs  it  be  moft  in  favour  of  thofe,  who 
have  moft  meric?  And  If  there  be  any  difference, 
thofe  who  have  mofl  contributed  to  enlarge  Britain's 
empire  and  commerce,  encreafe  her  ftrength,  her 
wealth,  and  the  numbers  of  her  people,  at  the  rifle  of 
their  ov/n  lives  and  private  fortunes,  in  new  and 
ftrange  countries,  methinks  ought  rather  to  expefl 
fome  preference. 

"  "With  the  greateft  refpecl  and  efteem,  I  have  the 
honour  to  be. 

Your  excellency's  moft  obedient. 

And  moft  humble  fervant.'* 

It  is  plain  from  the  above  account,  which  Gover- 
nor Shirley  was  intimately  acquainted  with,  that  the 
reafon'  why  the  Englifh  colonifts  received  affiftance 
from  Britain,  was  becaufe  the  Englifh  parliament 
would  not  fuifer  them  to  defend  therafelves',  but 
wanted  to  form  plans  of  operation  in  a  country  they 

did 
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not  know,  to  drain  a  perpetual  tax  from  the  colonic* 
for  an  occafional  afliflance.  They  were  fo  far  from 
fupplicating  government  for  affiftance,  that  they  would 
willinp-ly  have  done  without  it,  provided  they  had 
been  permitted  to  have  purfued  their  own  meafures. 
Arcruments  in  favour  of  a  war  between  the  members 
of  the  fame  empire  ought  to  be  exceedingly  plain  and 
felf-evident,  and  the  reafons  of  engaging  in  it  fo  con- 
vincing to  indifferent  perfons,  and  bye-ftanders,  on 
the  fide  of  the  party  which  pretends  a  right  to  profe- 
cute  the  other,  that  there  fhould  be  nothing  doubtful 
or  fufpicious  in  the  premifes  or  the  conclufion.  Par- 
tiality and  felf-intereft  may  blind  the  eyes  of  the  par- 
ties concerned  J  but  the  public  at  large,  or  fuch  as  are 
not  engaged  in  the  controverfy,  will  judge  according 
to  truth.  We  fhall  find  in  the  fequel  of  this  hiftory, 
how  differently  men  have  reafoned  upon  the  fprings, 
and  caufe  of  this  unhappy  and  ruinous  war,  and  how 
different  parties  have  coloured  that  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion  they  have  efpoufed.  Arguments,  when  they  are 
brought  to  fupport  fanguinary  meafures,  had  much 
need  to  be  ftrong  and  well  founded :  every  one  of  them 
ought  to  be  as  felf-evidently  true,  and  as  confiflent 
with  the  dictates  of  the  divine  mind,  as  the  precepts 
of  the  decalogue,  otherwife  thev  ousrht  never  to  be 
put  in  pra(flice. 
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^he  dijirejs  of  the  nation  through  the  Jioppage  of  trade — ^ 
Debates  in  parliament  concerning  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Alt — the  arguments  ufed  on  both  fides  of  the 
quejlion — the  joy  of  the  nation^  upon  repealing  the 
aff—^the  right  of  taxation  confirmed^  i£c. 

ANNO    DOMINI    1766. 

\T  is  no  wonder  when  we  confider  the tranfafiions 
of  the  preceding  two  years,  that  both  this  country 
and  the  colonies  were  in  a  diftrafted  and  an  uneafy 
fituation;  commerce  was  funk,  and  the  manufa6lures 
Were  in  a  great  meafure  at  a  ftand  -,  proviiions  ex- 
ceedingly dear,  and  many  labourers  without  employ- 
ment. Thoufands  had  no  vifible  method  of  prg- 
viding  for  themfelves  and  families,  however  willing 
they  were  to  work  to  fupply  their  necefllties.  That 
fource  of  fupply  which  fupported  our  manufaflurers 
at  home  was  now  flopped:  The  colonifts  v/ere  neithei" 
able  nor  willing  to  pay  for  the  goods  they  had  re- 
ceived, nor  were  they  difpofed  to  continue  their 
ufual  trade  with  the  mother  country.  In  America 
every  thing  was  in  a  ftate  of  anarchy  and  confufion  ; 
The  laws  were  fufpended,  and  the  lav/lefs  committed 
many  outrages  with  impunity.  Under  a  pretence  of 
liberty,  bad  men  gave  full  reins  to  their  vicious  incli- 
nations, as  is  common  in  a  ftate  of  univerfal  commo- 
tion* The  common  people,  who  though  they  are 
not  in  general  the  molt  vicious,  yet  are  often  eafieft 
mifled;  when  they  aiTembled  in  bodies  went  into  ex- 
Vol.  L  H  travagances 
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travagances  of  the  mod  licentious  kind.  The  fober 
part  were  not  able  to  reftrain  the  impetuofity  of  a 
multitude,  without  law,  magillracy,  or  order;  nor 
did  they  find  it  convenient  to  ufe  means  to  reftrain  a 
temper,  v/hich  they  perceived  might  on  fome  future 
occafion,  ferve  the  purpofes  they  had  in  view.  They 
were  defigned  lo  oppofe  the  ftamp  ad,  and  they 
could  do  nothing  without  the  aid  of  the  people. 

There  were  two  things  which  gave  the  colonifts 
an  advantage  over  our  manufacturers  at  home,  they 
were  in  polTefTion  of  large  quantities  ofBritifh  goods, 
which  were  yet  unpaid,   and  they  had  an  extenfive 
country    abounding    with    many    neceflary   articles 
fitted  for  all  the  conveniences  of  life.   Thefe  prevent-, 
ed  them  from  feeling  fo  fmartly  the  immediate  effeds 
of  this  univerfal  ftagnation  in  bufinefs,  occafioned  by 
the  ftamp  aft.     To  thefe  may  be  added  the  flame 
of  zeal  for  liberty  being   put  in  fuch  a  ftrong  agi- 
tation by  this  new  law,  made   them  bear  difficulties 
which  in  other  cafes  would  have  been  intolerable. 
Our  manufafturers  at  home  not  being  under  the   in- 
fluence of  the  fame  enthufiafm,  were  ready  to  defpond 
and  fink  at  the  profpedl  of  their  future  diftrefles;  and 
as  many  of  them  had  laviflily  fquandered  what  they 
had  earned   by  their  labour,   they  liad  laid  nothing 
up  for  a  time  of  calamity.     They  were  therefore  op- 
prefix!d,  without  having  the  fame  fource  of  animation 
which  fupported  the  colonifts.     The  million  of  debt 
which  the  Americans  owed   the   merciiants  in    this 
country,  rendered  them  incapable  to  carry  on  bufinefs 
as  formerly,  and  the  efi^eds  of  this  evil  were  foon  felt 
feverely.     The  poor  rates  encreafed;  the  poor' were 
ill  provided  for,  and  the  nation  complained;  univer-* 
fai  difcontent  reigned  in  every  quarter  of  the  empire, 
and  the  miniftiv  were  blamed  for  all.     Some  at  home 

v/ere 
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were  for  enforcing  the  ftamp  acl  by  military  power 
at  once,  and  for  fending  a  powerful  armament  to 
give  fanftion  to  this  new  ad  of  parliament.  Others 
confidered  this  meafure  as  both  impolitic  and  unnatu- 
ral; like  making  one  member  of  the  body  dellroy 
another,  and  affirmed  that  it  would  be  better  to  repeal 
the  ad  then  walle  any  part  of  the  empire  with  fire 
and  fword.  This  was  undoubtedly  both  a  rational 
and  judicious  opinion;  for  though  they  ihould  have 
forced  the  Americans  to  have  fuffered  the  ft  amps  to 
have  continued,  they  could  not  have  forced  them  to 
have  ufed  them,  except  they  had  pleafed,  unlefs  in 
certain  cafes;  for  provided  they  had  been  difpofed 
to  have  trufted  one  another  upon  common  paper, 
they  would  have  no  need  of  ftamps  to  make  their 
deeds  legal;  nor  could  they  have  forced  them  to 
have  taken  all  their  neceffaries  from  Britain,  when 
they  could  have,  and  make  them  at  home,  without 
reducing  them  to  a  (late  of  mere  flavery. 

The  miniftry  on  this  occafion  were  much  perplex- 
ed :  They  were  prelTed  on  the  one  hand  to  enforce 
the  law  by  coercive  meafures,  and  on  the  other  hand 
defired  to  repeal  the  ftamp  a6l.  The  promoters  of 
the  ftamp  law  meant  to  embarrafs  the  miniftry  by 
perfuading  them  to  ufe  violent  meafures,  and  then 
the  reproach  would  have  fallen  upon  the  miniftry, 
and  they  would  have  been  forgotten  in  the  general 
odium.  On  the  other  hand,  the  courtiers,  and 
their  inftruments  .were  ready  to  charge  them  with 
facrificing  the  honour  of  the  nation  and  the  dig- 
nity of  the  crown.  This  miniftry,  which  has  fince 
gone  by  the  name  of  the  RocicingHam  miniftry,  met 
v/ith  m.uch  oppofition  in  all  their  proceedings,  both 
from  fome  popular  men,  and  many  of  another  cha- 
rader:   but  they  purfued  fuch   meafures  as  gained 
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them  credit  with  the  nation,  and  when  they  were 
changed  gave  up  without  f  en/tony  flace,  or  emolument. 
I  cannot  help  here  reciting  a  paflage  from  the  An- 
nual Regifter,  which  Ihews  what  the  miniftry  .had  to 
ftruggle  with  at  this  critical  period.  Says  the  author, 
"  There  were  not  few  that  kept  aloof  from,  and  in 
*'  due  time  declared  againft  the  miniftry,  upon  fome 
*'  fymptoms  which  appeared  early,  of  their  wanting 
'*  that  countenance,  which  as  it  has  been  favourable 
^'  or  adverfe,  has  determined  the  fortune  of  the  fe- 
'*  veral  fucceflive  fyftems  of  adminiftration  for  fome 
^/  years  paft.  This  part  of  the  oppofition  for  very 
"  obvious  reafons,  was  by  much  the  moft  danger- 

"  0U6." 

But  the  miniftry  had,  what  few  fmce  can  pretend 
to,  fair  and  clear  charafters,  and  though  they  were 
young  in  office,  were  in  high  efteem  with  the  nation; 
their  integrity  was  above  fufpicion,  and  their  abilities 
feemed  to  encreafe  with  the  difficulties  of  their  em- 
ployment. Their  conftant  attachment  to  the  caufe 
of  liberty  had  procured  them  the  confidence  and 
good-will  of  the  people,  both  which  they  enjoyed  in 
4  very  exalted  degree.  This  fliewed  both  their  good 
fenfe,  and  the  foundnefs  of  their  principles,  that 
though  they  were  in  an  immediate  fenfe  the  fervants 
of  the  fovcreign,  yet  they  would  not  employ  their 
power  and  authority  for  any  other  purpofe  except 
the  good  of  the  fubjecls.  Confidering  the  difficulties 
they  had  to  combat,  they  fl:iewed  as  much  political 
wifdom  and  fagacity  as  any  minifters  have  done  for 
many  years.  And  it  is  no  reproach  to  the  memory 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  to  affirm  that  they  behaved  with  as  much 
wifdom  and  fteadinefs,  in  as  difficult  a  fituation,  as 
ever  was  exemplified  in  his  miniftry.  They  had  a 
multitude  of  jarring  interefts  to  reconcile,  a  divided 

empire 
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empire  to  unite,  and  the  mifcarriages  of  the  paft  mi- 
niftry  to  reftify;  and  befides  an  animofity  among  bre- 
thren to  overcome,  which  is  worfe  to  remove  than 
even  to  conquer  an  enemy. 

What  their  enemies  imagined  was  impofTible  for 
them  to  accomplilh,  theyeffeftedj  they  both  preferved 
the  dignity  of  the  crown  and  nation,  and  prevented 
the  fubjedts  from  dedroying  one  another.  All  their 
difpatches  to  the  different  governors,  were  delivered 
with  firmnefs  and  temper,  which  when  they  were  exa- 
mined before  the  commons  did  them  great  honour; 
they  were  found  neither  to  have  driven  the  colonies  to 
defperation,  nor  to  have  yielded  up  the  dignity  of  the 
crown  and  nation  in  any  particular.  In  this  admini- 
ftration  the  Duke  of  Richmond  was  one  of  the  fecre- 
taries  of  ftate,  whofe  abilities  as  well  as  integrity  has 
fince  fhone  forth  confpicuoufly  on  the  fide  of  true  pa- 
triotifm.  It  may  be  prefumed  that  he  had  a  Ihare  in 
the  wife  diredlion  of  meafures  at  this  time. 

The  prudent  management  of  the  miniftry  on  this 
occafion,  was  feverely  cenfured  by  thofe  who  were 
then  and  have  been  fince  for  violent  meafures;  their 
condud:  was  called  weak,  pafillanimous,  and  feeble, 
their  meafures  undetermined  and  without  defign. — 
But  the  reafon  of  this  cenfure  was  obvious;  they  faw 
that  by  the  repeal  of  meafures  which  they  had  pro- 
moted, difgrace  would  fall  upon  them,  and  they 
wanted  to  fee  the  executive  power  embarraffed  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  parliament  fo  far,  that  the  legifla- 
.  ture  could  not  in  honour  recede  from  fupporting  it. 
For  this  reafon  the  moderation  of  the  Rockingham 
adminiftration  was  moft  feverely  cenfured  by  the  op- 
pofition.  The  controverfy  began  now  to  be  difcufied 
at  large,  and  many  pamphlets  were  publiflied  on  both 
fides  of  the  queflion,  with  very  little  temper.  Had  the 
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caufe  depended  upon  the  clearnefs  and  force  of  ar- 
gument, or  had  each  party  put  themfelves  in  the 
others  place  for  a  little  time,  the  controverfy  might 
foon  have  been  ended.  But  when  perfons  in  power 
form  arguments  concerning  the  rights  of  other  men, 
they  are  often  ready  to  be  fo  blinded  with  the  intoxi- 
cating idea  of  dominion,  that  they  cannot  perceive 
the  truth  clearly;  and  thofe  who  defend  their  own 
rights  when  they  have  a  jealoufy  of  government,  are 
ready  to  mingle  envy  with  found  reafoning.  It  is  not 
to  be  fuppofed  that  men  under  the  influence  of  the 
fpirit  of  party,  Vv^ill  clearly  fee  and  admit  all  the  force 
of  their  opponents  arguments;  after  times  will  deter- 
mine with  more  impartiality  and  juftnefs  which  of  the 
arguments  ufed  in  this  difpute  are  the  moft  folid  and 
convincing.  The  impartial  hiftorian  cannot  help  in 
his  own  judgement  to  take  a  fide;  but  with  regard  to 
his  determinations  for  others,  ought  not  to  be  toopo- 
fitive.  I  Ihall  as  briefly  as  poflible  give  an  abfliraft  of 
the  arguments  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion,and  leave 
the  reader  to  determine  for  himfelf  on  which  fide  the 
truth  refts.  But  it  mufl:  be  obferved  that  while  the 
colonies  carry  their  ideas  of  liberty  to  the  highefl: 
pitch,  their  opponents  feem  to  imagine  that  a  perfon 
by  becoming  a  colonifl:,  forfeits  every  birthright  and 
privilege  of  an  Englifliman. 

When  the  point  concerning  the  right  of  taxation 
came  to  be  debated  in  parliament,  it  was  faid  upon  the 
fide  of  the  colonies,  "  That  by  going  up  to  magna 
charta,  and  referring  to  feveral  writs  upon  record, 
iflTued  out  for  the  purpofe  of  raiflng  taxes  for  the 
ermvn,  and  fending  reprefentatives  to  parliament, 
as  well  as  from  the  bill  of  rights,  it  appears  through- 
out the  whole  hifl:ory  of  our  conftitution,  that  no 
Britifli  fubjeft  can    be   taxed   except  per  communem 
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eonfenfum  parliamentiy  that  is,  to  himfelf  or  his  own 
reprefentative ,  and  this  is  that  firft  and  general  right 
as  Britifh  fubjefts,  with  which  the  firft  inhabitants  of 
the  colonies  emigrated  s  for  the  right  does  not  depend 
upon  their  charters  i  the  charters  were  but  the  exte- 
rior modelling  of  the  conftitution  of  the  colonies  : — 
but  the  great  interior  fundamental  of  their  confti- 
tution, is  the  general  right  of  a  Britifh  fubjeft,  which 
is  the  very  firft  principle  of  Britifti  liberty, — No  man 
fhall  be  taxed  but  by  himfelf,  or  by  his  reprefenta- 
tive. 

"  That  the  counties  palatine  of  Chefter,  Durham, 
and  Lane  after,  were  not  taxed  but  by  tlieir  own  aflem- 
blies  or  parliament ;  till  at  different  periods  in  our 
hiftory  they  were  m.elted  into  our  prefent  form  of  par- 
liamentary reprefentation.  That  the  body  of  the 
clergy  till  very  lately  taxed  themfelves,  and  granted 
the  king  benevolence.  That  the  marches  of  Wales 
had  a  right  of  taxing  themfelves,  till  they  had  ^tnt 
members  to  parliament.  And  from  this  circumftance 
has  continued  the  ftile  of  the  king's  proclamations 
and  of  our  afts  of  parliament  to  this  day,  although 
unneceiTarily  to  be  named,  efpecially  the  principality 
of  Wales,  and  the  town  of  Monmouth,  as  they  do 
that  of  Berwick. 

"  That  many  people  carry  their  idea  of  a  parlia- 
ment too  far,  in  fuppofing  that  a  parliament  can  do 
every  thing  ;  but  that  is  not  true,  and  if  it  were,  it  is 
not  conftitutionally,  for  their  might  be  an  arbitrary 
pov/er  in  parliament  as  well  as  in  one  man.  There 
are  many  things  a  parliament  cannot  do.  It  cannot 
make  itfelf  executive,  nor  difpofe  of  offices  that  belojjg 
to  the  crown.  It  cannot  take  an/  man's  property 
even  that  of  the  meaneft  cottager,  as  in  the  cafes  of 
inclofures,  without  his  being  heard. 

"  The 
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"  The  lords  cannot  reject  a  money  bill  from  thtf 
commons,  nor  the  commons  ercd  themfelves  into  a 
a  court  of  juftice.  The  parliament  could  not  tax  the 
clergy,  till  fuch  time  as  they  were  reprefented  in  par- 
liament. Nor  can  the  parliament  of  England  tax  Ire- 
land. The  charters  of  the  colonies^  which  are  derived 
from  the  prerogative,  are  in  fa6t  only  fo  many  grants 
from  the  crown,  are  not  the  only  rights  the  colonies 
have  to  being  reprefented  before  they  are  ta^xed  :  they 
as  Britilli  fubjefts  take  up  their  rights  and  liberties 
from  a  higher  origin  than  their  charters  only.  They 
take  them  up  from  the  fame  origin  and  foundation, 
from  whence  they  flow  to  all  Englifhmen,  from  magna 
charta,  and  the  natural  right  of  the  fubjedl.  By  that 
rule  of  right,  the  charters  of  the  colonies,  like  all  other 
crown  grants,  are  to  be  reilridled  and  interpreted,  for 
the  benefit,  not  the  prejudice  of  the  fubjefts.  Had 
the  firft  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  renounced  all 
connexion  with  the  mother  country,  they  might 
have  renounced  their  original  right;  but  when  they 
emigrated  under  the  authority  of  the  crown,  and 
the  national  fandion,  they  went  out  from,  hence  at 
the  hazard  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  with  all  the 
firfl  great  privileges  of  Englifhmen  on  their  backs. 
But  at  the  fame  they  were  not  bound,  nor  could  be 
be  bound,  by  the  penal  laws  of  this  country,  from 
the  feverity  of  which  they  fled,  to  climates  remote 
from  the  heavy  hand  of  power ;  and  which  they 
hoped  to  find  more  friendly  to  their  principles  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty.  It  is  upon  this  ground  that 
it  has  been  univerfally  received  as  lav/,  that  no  a6ls 
of  parliament  made  here,  and  particularly  thofe 
which  enaft  any  penalties,  are  binding  upon  the  co- 
lonifls,  unlefs  they  are  exprefsly  named.  The  inha- 
bitants of  the  colonies  once  removed  from  the  domef- 

tic 
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He  iegiflation  of  the  mother  country,  are  no  more 
dependent  upon  it  in  the  general  fyftem,  than  the 
Ijle  of  Man  is,  or  than  in  the  feudal  fyfttm  of  Europe, 
many  fubordinltc  principalities  are  dependent  on  thfe 
jurifdiftion  of  the  Seignior  Suzerain^  or  Lord  Para- 
mount, but  owing  only  a  limitted  obedience. 

"  It  is  not  meant  by  what  has  been  faid,  to  affe(?t 
the  cafe  of  any  external  duties  laid  iipon  their  ports, 
or  of  any  reftridlions  which  by  the  ad  of  navigation, 
or  other  ads,  are  laid  upon  their  commerce;  for  they 
are  in  the  fame  cafe  as  all  other  colonies  belonging 
to  the  reft  of  the  maritime  powers  in  Europe,  who 
have  Ihut  up  their  colonies  which  outgrew  their  mo- 
ther countries,  fuch  as  Carthage,  the  northern  emi- 
grants, &G.  Precedents  were  alfo  quoted  from  what 
happened  in  the  Netherlands,  and  other  places, 
which  fhould  ferve  as  a  beacon  to  warn  us  from 
purfuing  fuch  meafures  as  brought  about  thofe  revo- 
lutions *" 

The  arguments  that  were  ufed  without  doors  on, 
both  fides  were  much  of  the  fame  nature  with  the 
following:  "What  a  noife"  fays  an  advocate  on. 
the  one  fide  "  have  we  had  of  late  about  American, 
charters^  American  legiflationj  American  freeholders, 
and  the  privileges  of  thole  freeholders  ?  But  is  there 
any  Iegiflation  in  America?  Are  there  any  freeholders 
there  ?  No  man  who  knows  any  thing  of  the  law  of 
England  will  aifert  that  there  is  any  Iegiflation  in 
America,  or  one  freeholder  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
The  king  has  no  power  of  Iegiflation,  and  he  cannot 
by  his  charters  convey  to  any  clafs  of  his  fubjeds  a 
power  not  refident  in  the  crown;  The  parliament, 
including  his  majefl:y,  as  the  head  thereof,  has  a 
power  of  Iegiflation,  but  they  poflTefs  that  power  un- 
alienablv. 
Vol.  1/  I  "The 
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"  The  power  of  legillation  is  not  a  chattel  to  be 
difpofed  of  by  grant  or  other  conveyance.  It  is  a 
truil  granted  by  the  common  law  for  the  good  of  the 
community,  and  for  their  good  mufl  remain  with  the 
augufl  body  in  which  it  refides.  The  power  of  ma- 
king bve-laws,  for  the  utility  of  fubordinate  bodies 
politic,  is  a  quite  different  affair.  That  power  is  of- 
t'en  created  by  the  parliament,  which  has  cflentially, 
in  itfelf,  all  the  powers  of  government.  But  charters 
from  the  crown  not  confirmed  in  parliament,  can  con- 
vey no  jurifdidlion  whatever,  becaufe  the  king  is  not 
the  fountain  of  law,  as  he  is  of  honour. 

"  All  our  courts  from  thofe.  in  \yeftminfler-hali 
to  thofe  in  manors,  are  founded  on  the  cuflom  of  Eng- 
land time  out  of  mind,  or  upon  the  law  of  the  landj 
that  is,  ftatutes  made  in  ■parliament.  The  parliament 
only  can  create  new  courts  and  new  jurifdidions.— 
But  as  the  king  mull  govern  by  the  law,  he  cannot 
make  that  law  upon  which  his  authority  refts,  nor  by 
his  charters  convey  to  others  a  power  which  he  enjoys 
not. 

"  Every  foot  of  ground  in  England  lies  in  fome 
manor,  which  is  itfelf  the  creature  of  cuflom  time  out 
of  mind.  Thefe  manors  antiently  pofTefTed  all  jurif- 
di6lion  civil  and  criminal  j  and  this  jurifdi6bion  was 
exertedin  the  court  of  freeholders,  in  v/hich  the  lord, 
or  his  fleward,  was  the  judge,  the  freeholders  ferv- 
ing  as  Jurors  by  virtue  of  their  freeholds.  Thus 
you  fee  that  our  freeholders  are,  by  virtue  of  their 
freehold,  poflefTed  of  a  radical  judicative  authority  in 
manors,  which  they  are  entitled  to  by  the  common 
law,  and  poflefs  their  eftates  by  the  fame  tenure,  by 
which  his  majefty  holds  his  crown.  They  are  indebt- 
ed to  no  prince  for  this  cftate  and  judicative  autho- 
rity thereto  appendent.     Their  titles  to  their  lands  is 

a  title 
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a  title  of  independence,  and  in  every  refped  equal 
to  the  royal  title  by  which  the  crown  is  held. 

*'  And  as  thefe  freehold  eilates  a-re  of  a  very  par^ 
tieular  nature  with  refpe6l  to  their  origin,  fo  they 
are  conveyed  in  a  very  particular  nnanner.  They  can- 
not be  taken  by  a  writ  o( fieri  facias.  And  if  they  are 
feizcd  by  a  writ  of  elegit y  one  moiety  only  of  the  eftate 
can  be  applied,  for  payment  of  the  debt  and  coils  on 
which  the  judgement  is  founded,  the  other  moiety.muft 
remain  for  his  fupport  and  maintenance.  The  free- 
hold defcends  to  the  heir,  difcharged  of  all  debts,  ox 
fpecialties. 

"  Now,  we  have  feen  what  an  EngliHi  freehold  is. 
Are  there  any  fuch  eftates  in  America?  I  am  certain 
there  are  not.  There  can  be  no  manors  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  for  we  can  Ihew  the  origin  of  their  te- 
nures. Their  properties,  pretended  legiflative  autho- 
rity, and  the  exiftence  of  what  they  call  freeholds  caii 
be  traced  from  prerogative.  Are  our  freeholds  ow- 
ing to  human  beneficence?  Noi  We' can  name  feve- 
ral  perfons  who  oppreiTed  usj  but  the  Americans 
can  point  out  none  who  have  conferred  upon  us  our 
eftates,  or  any  privileges  whatever.  Is  there  an  eftate 
in  America  which  may  not  be  taken  by  the  fame 
writ  that  takes  in  execution  a  negro  or  a  horfe?  The 
whole  courfe  of  chancery  proves  that  their  eftates  are 
,only  commercial  chattels,  fubject  to  the  difpofition  of 
the  laft  will  of  the  owner,  and  chargeable  with  all  the 
debts  of  the  decreafed  proprietor.  And  left  any  doubt 
fhould  arife  about  the  propriety  of  thefe  decrees  in 
equity,  equalizing  a  foreign  plantation  to  a  perfonal 
eftate,  there  was  a  ftatute  made  in  the  ^h\\  year  of  the 
preceding  reign  declarative  of  the  common  law  in 
this  refpeft,  and  ftatuting  that  foreign  plantations 
ihouldonly  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  perfonal  eftates, 

I  Q,  After 
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Aftei"  that  law,  what  man  in  his  right  fenfes  (?an  digni- 
fy thofe  eftates  with  the  name  of  freeholds  ? 

"  The  American  eftates  aredeftitute  of  the  principal 
charafteriftic  of  a  freehold.  They  are  derived  from 
;-oyal  grants  for  the  improvement  of  commerce.  The 
pretended  American  freeholders  are  not  original  mem- 
bers of  any  courts  by  virtue  of  their  freeholds.  They 
have  no  manor;; ,  nor  manor-courts  in  America,  and 
confequently  L'  •  courts  to  which  the  pretended  Ame- 
rican freeholders  repair,  by  virtue  of  their  freeholds, 
and  in  confequence  of  a  title  paramount  to  all  human 
Jaws.  Why  then  fhould  they  pretend  to  equalize 
their  fuppofed  freedolders  with  ours?  An  abfolute  ig- 
norance of  law  and  common-fenfe  could  only  give 
birth  to  fuch  injudicious  conduft.  Our  freeholders 
have  a  fhare  in  the  legiflation ;  becaufe  by  cuftoips  as 
ancient  as  thofe  that  eftablifh  government,  they  are 
pntitlcd  to  rule  in  a  certain  diftrid;  of  the  kingdom. 
Can  the  Americans  boaft  of  the  exiftence  of  any  fuch 
cuftonis  among  them,  or  of  eftates  and  judicative? 
authority  derived  out  of  thefe  cuftoms  ?  Why  then  ftiould 
they  pretend  to  be  freeholders,  and  as  fuch  only 
fubjeft  to  the  legiflation  of  their  own  eledion. 

"  The  Americans  will,  perhaps,  reply,  that  they 
ferve  on  Juries  when  called  by  the  King's  writ  into 
the  fupreme  court  of  their  refpedive  provinces.  Buj 
this  happens  not  as  with  us  by  the  excellency  of  te- 
nures, whofe  origin  is  unknown,  but  is  owing  to  the 
grace  of  thqfe  princes  who,  without  the  authority  of 
law,  granted  them  that  conftitution.  Are  tenures 
flowing  from  the  prince  equal  to  tenures  held  inde- 
pendent of  the  crown  ?  furely  hot.  The  Americans 
have  no  rights  but  from  royal  grants ;  and  of  confe- 
quence thofe  rights  muft  not  be  extended  beyond  their 
natural  meaning,  or  interpreted  to  the  prejudice  of 

thofe 


THE    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  ^9 

Chofewko,  by  an  inherent  right,  independent  of  the 
crown,  govern  the  whole  kingdom.  The  privileges 
of  perfons  clainning  under  fo  high  a  tenure,  cannot 
be  impaired  by  deeds  from  the  crown,  and  confequent- 
ly  the  government  of  our  parliament  muft  reach  over 
jU  the  English  dominions,  as  if  no  fuch  grants  had 
Jjeen  made,  and  no  eftates  derived  out  of  them." 

A  writer  on  the  other  fide  fays,  "  The  queftion  if 
properly  underftood,  is  not  concerning  a  three-penny 
Jiampy  but  liberty.  Not  that  liberty  which  is  the  tool 
of  contending  parties,  the  key  to  power,  or  the  revi- 
ler  of  a  minifter's'  cradle;  but  that  true  and  genuine 
liberty  which  expands  and  ennobles  the  heart  of  the 
j»oorefl  freeholder,  and  prevents  his  property  fron> 
being  touched,  but  by  the  permifiion  of  thofe  who  by 
the  conftitution  are  his  reprefeiitatives  in  parliament. 

"  The  infatuation  of  fome  people  here,  while  ther 
endeavour  by  the  mofl:  frivolous  arguments,  to  eila- 
blifh  a  right  to  tax  America,  in  diredl  violation  of  this 
animating  principle  of  their  conftitution,  is  to  the  laft 
degree  deplorable.  If  fhall  be  my  endeavour  to  lliew 
here  in  a  few  words,  how  fuch  a  right  would  be  di- 
re6lly  fubverfive  of  our  conftitution,  and  therefore  of 
our  liberties.  And  here,  I  ftiall  not  enter  info  the 
queftion  whether  America  be  in  the  manor  of  Eaft- 
Greenwich,  (a  frivolous  equivocation  derived  from 
the  cafual  ufe  of  this  expreffion  in  the  Maffachulct's 
charter  of  King  Charles  the  fecond)  nor  yet  whether 
American  corn  ht  mdigejiihle  or  unpalatable y  (though 
I  profefs  I  think  it  exceedinglypalatable)  becaufe  thefe 
.do  not  feem  to  me  to  be  quite  pertinent  to  the  difpute, 
and  are  indeed  unworthy  refutation  or  animadverfion. 
The  lands  in  America  are  as  much  freehold  and  derive 
that  tenure  from  the  fame  hand,  as  are  the  lands  of 
pngland  j  and  the  holders  of  them,  on  the  fame  tenure^ 

are 
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are  as  much  freeholders  as  thofe  of  England.  Now 
it  muft  be  known  to  every  one,  that,  at  this  day,  there 
is  not  a  freeholder  in  England  who  does  not  give  his 
vote  for  a  reprefentative  in  the  aflembly  of  the  com- 
mons of  England  J  who  from  thence  derive  their  name, 
and  their  fole  right  of  taxing  the  property  of  the  peo- 
ple. Nor  is  there  any  freeholder  in  the  nation  fo  ig- 
norant of  his  right,  and  of  the  foundation  of  his  li- 
berty, that  he  would  not  complain  of  a  violation  of  it 
if  he  were  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  voting  for  fuch 
a  reprefentative;  yet  we  are  fubjecling  the  Ameri- 
can freeholders  to  that  very  grievance,  of  which  we 
ourfelves  would  complain  as  deftrudive  of  our  free- 
dom i  we  are  fubjeding  them  to  be  taxed  by  repre- 
fentativcs,  in  the  eledlion  of  whom  they  have  not  one 
voice.  They  are  freeholders  as  we  are,  they  choofe  re- 
prefentatives  to  tax  them  as  we  do;  and  it  feems  in- 
confiftent  with  the  nature  of  the  Britilh  conftitution, 
and  fubverfive  of  the  freedom  of  the  common  people, 
jhat  the  property  of  a  freeholder  fhould  be  taxed  by 
any  reprefentatives  but  thofe  for  which  he  votes,  and 
thereby  empowers  to  tax  him.  Let  the  cafe,  for  a 
moment  be  our  own,  and  fuppofe  ourfelves  liable  to 
be  taxed  by  reprefentatives  chofen  by  the  freeholders 
of  America;  Ihould  we  hefitate  an  inftant  in  declaring 
it  an  abfolute  violation  of  our  liberty,  and  a  flaviih 
impofition?  Therefore  the  right  of  taxing  the  Ame- 
rican freeholders,  which  fome  would  eftablifh  here, 
muft  needs  feem  as  unconftitutional  and  arbitrary 
with  refpeft  to  the  Americans.  With  what  juftice 
then  can  we  thus  attempt  to  violate  the  liberty  ot 
the  Americans?  Is  not  this  the  height  of  infatua- 
tion ? 

"  Having  thus  proved,  upon  fair  and  unqueftion- 
able  principles,  that  we  can  have  no  right  to  tax 
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the  freeholders  in  America,  I  fhall  add  a  word  or 
two   upon  what  is  termed  a  rebellipn   in  America, 
The  only  occurrences  there,  which  can  have  given 
the  lead  ground  for  fuch  a  charge,  are  the  tumultuous 
proceedings  of  the    mob,  and  the  refolves   of  the 
affemblies.     With   regard  to   the   former,  £  would 
only  beg  leave  to  aik^  whether  it  is  ufual  to  call  the 
riotous   actions    of   a    mob,    rebellion?    Were   the 
weavers,  when  they  affembled  together,  furrounded 
the  parliament  houfe,  offered  moil  dangerous  violence 
to  the  coach  of  a  noble  peer,  and  if  I  miftake  not, 
did  him  a  perfonal  injury,  attempted  to  pull  down 
his   houfe,  and   afTaulted  his  majedy's  guards  with 
ftones,  fo  as  to  occafion  the  death  of  fome  of  them, 
were  they  called  rebels  or  rioters?   Has  the  American 
mob  been  more  outrageous  ?•   and  are  they  and  the 
whole  colonifts  of  America,  who.  never  were  guilty 
of  any  fuch  riots,  to  be  branded  with  the  moft  odious 
and  detefted  name  of  rebels?     Let  us  now  confider 
how  far  the  refolves  of  the  American  affemblies  can 
be  called  rebellious.     I  have    already  proved,  thac 
England  can  have  no  right  to  tax  America.     The 
ilamp  adl  feemed  to  them  therefore  unconftitutional, 
and  a  dire<5t  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  American 
affemblies,  who  are  the  true  and  only  reprefentatives 
of  the  freeholders,  and  have  the  fcile  conftitutional 
right  of  taxing  their  property.     The  affemblies,  by 
their  refolves  immediately  affertcd  their  rights,   and 
remonllrated  againfl  this  infringement  of  them,  with 
a  fpirit  and  freedom  which  was  well  worthy  the  free 
reprefentatives  of  a  free  people ;    and  can  this  be 
term.ed  rebellion  ?   In  France,    in  Germany,  in  Afia, 
it  might  have  been  elleemed  fuch;   and  is  it  not  a 
melancholy  proof,   that  this  country  is  (Regenerating 
into  their  ferviie  flate  and  abjed  fentiments,  when 
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the  voice'  of  fi-ecdomy  and  the  afFertion  of  lihcriyj 
sneets  with  the  lame  eftimation?  The  American  af- 
femblies  were  impelled  to  thefe  refolves  by  the  ftrong^ 
eft  motives  of  juftice  to  themfelves,  to  their  conftitu-' 
ents,  and  to  their  pofterity.  Had  they  tamely  fur- 
rendered  their  liberties,  they  had  been  the  moft 
contemptible  of  mankind  >  they  bravely  aflerted  them> 

and  are " 

There  is  no  other  method  to  convince  either  party 
of  the  weaknefs  of  their  arguments,  than  firft  to  makd 
them  confider  whether  the  authority  ta  tax  belong^i 
to  England  or  to  Englifhmen,  and  provided  the  pre- 
fent  inhabitants  who  are  now  in  England  were  in  A- 
merica,  and  the  colonifts  in  England,  wotild  the  right 
of  taxation  be  continued  or  altered  ?  If  it  belong  to 
this  country  in  confequence  of  the  right  of  manor- 
fliip,  whoever  fucceeds  to  the  manors  muft  have  a 
claim  of  right  to  liberty,  and  nobody  elfe;  and  if  the 
colonifts  were  to  change  with  the  prefent  inhabitantsr, 
they  would  have  a  right  to  tax  them,  which  they 
would  not  be  ready  to  fubmit  to?  The  claims  of  (6 
cxtenfive  liberty  as  the  colonifts  require,  appear  in^ 
confiftent  with  their  former  connexions  with  their 
mother  country,  and  the  authority  which  the  mother 
country  claims  as  her  right  over  the  colonifts,  makes 
her  rather  a  ftep-mother  than  a  kind  parent.  Were 
they  to  change  fituations,  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  would  incline  to  have  fuch  treatment,  as  they  on 
this  occafion  were  difpofed  to  give  each  other.  Up- 
on the  principle  s  of  nature  and  reafon  the  colonifts 
main  arguments  cannot  Be  confuted;  upon  the  mutual 
policy  of  the  prefent  government  of  the  empire  they 
have  no  force.  It  is  apart  of  the  unhappinefs  of  all 
the  prefent  fyftems  of  government,  that  in  them  rea- 
fon and  policy  are  frequently  at  variance,  and  the  paf- 

fions 
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iiions  and  intierefts  of  leading  men,  prevail  more  power-^ 
fully,  than  the  general  good  of  fociety.  It  is  the 
beft  government  where  juft  balance  is  kept,-^where 
the  intereft  of  every  man  is  the  general  good  of  the 
whole.  This  is  a  maxim  that  might  be  pradlifed 
provided  policy  Was  founded  upon  morality  j  but  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  nations  it  is  only  a  fpeculation^ 
which  is  a  great  pity* 

Two  bills  were  brought  in  this  feflion  of  parliament  j 
bne  for  feeuring  the  dependency  of  the  colonies  upon 
the  mother  country,  and  another  for  repealing  the 
ftamp-ad.  The  firft  met  with  no  oppofition,  the 
latter  was  warmly  difputed. 

The  enemies  of  the  minlftry,  who  were  many  o£ 
them,  under  a  fecret  influence,  which  fome  think  has 
been  baneful  to  thefe  kingdomsj  ftrained  every  nerve 
to  prevent  the  repeal  of  the  flamp-act;  Arguments 
were  drawn  from  the  outrageoufnefs  of  this  behaviour 
of  the  Americans,  and  the  infult  they  offered  to  the 
dignity  of  the  Englifli  government,  and  the  con- 
fequences  that  would  follow  provided  the  a6t  was 
repealed.— That  it  would  fliew  fuch  v/eaknefs  and 
piifillanimity  in  governmentj  as  would  encourage  the 
colonifts  to  give  frefh  affronts,  and  leffen  the  refpeft 
of  the  King's  fubjeds  to  the  dignity  of  the  crown, 
and  the  authority  of  the  laws.  It  was  urged  further, 
that  as  the  power  of  taxation  was  an  effential  branch 
of  authority,  it  ought  in  juftice  be  exercifed  over  all 
the  members  of  the  empire,  in  proportion  to  their 
feveral  abilities  ;  that  it  would  Ihew  a  degree  of  par- 
tiality unworthy  of  good  government^  to  exempt  one 
part  of  the  fubje(-ls  from  a  duty  which  others  were  ob- 
liged to  pay,  and  from  burdens  which  the  reft  of  the 
community  were  under  a  necefTity  to  bear. — That  it 
was  contrary  to  the  truft  repofed  by  the  people  in  the 
Vol  I.    '  K  legiflatiirej 
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kgiflaturc,  and  tended  to  deftroy  all  confidence  upon 
which  government  is  founded.  It  was  denied  that  the 
colonifts  were  unable  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  tax  im- 
pofed  by  the  ftamp-a6l ;  and  it  was  afferted  as  an  in- 
(lance  to  the  contrary,  that  if  the  debt  contrafted  by 
them  in  the  lall  war,  1,755,000!.  had  been  already 
paid  in  the  courfe  of  only  three  years,  that  the  far 
greater  part  of  their  remaining  burden,  amounting  to 
760,0001.  would  be  difcharged  in  two  years  more. 
Other  arguments  were  ufed;  the  general  burden  of 
the  mother  country,  the  ability  of  the  colonifts,  their 
(exemption  from  all  tr.xation,  and  their  peremptory  re- 
fufal  to  contribute  to  any  relief  from  the  public  load 
of  debt  that  the  nation  groaned  under. 

It  was  replied  that  feveral  of  thefe  objedtions  had 
no  weight  in  them,  as  all  the  confequences  they  fup- 
pofed  were  guarded  againft  by  the  bill  for  fecuring 
the  dependence  of  the  colonies  upon  the  mother 
country,  which  both  fecured  the  dignity  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  her  conftitutional  fuperiority  over  Ame- 
rica, iii  fupport  of  the  repeal,  it  was  argued  that 
the  colonifts  had  really  borne  their  proper  ftiare  of 
the  public  burdens  according  to  the  confeflion  of  the 
other  party  ■,  for  the  heavy  debt  which  they  had 
contrafted  during  the  war  was  a  fufficient  proof  that 
they  had  contributed  largely  to  the  public  expencej 
and  their  being  paid  back  a  part  of  it  fince,  was  a 
convincing  evidence  that  the  parliament  were  per- 
fuaded  they  had  done  more  than  they  were  well  able 
to  do.  It  was  further  urged  that  nothing  could  be 
more  diftant  from  the  fact,  than  the  aftertion  that  they 
paid  no  taxes;  for  they  even  paid  many  which  the 
parliament  had  impofed  on  them.  They  paid 
port  duties,  which  lav  heavy  upon  their  trade  before 
the  impofing  of  the  itamp-a6t,  befides  many  port  du- 

ties 
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ties  laid  on  by  the  authority  of  the  provinces  j  many 
excifes  j  a  land-tax  in  many  provinces,  an  heavy 
poll-tax;  befides  a  faculty-tax  upon  all  perfonal 
eftates,  and  acquifitions,  amounting  in  fome  provinces 
to  five  or  fix  (hillings  in  the  pound  j  fo  that  the  af- 
fertion  of  their  not  being  taxed,  or  contributing  to 
the  public  expence,  was  totally  without  foundation./! 
The  friends  of  the  miniftry,  and  of  the  coIonifts»; 
diemonftrated  that  the  Americans  were  poor,  an4 
were  indebted  four  millions  to  the  merchants  in  Bri^). 
tain;  who,  as  they  were  creditors  to  fuch  an  amount^, 
were  really  the  proprietors  of  a  great  part  of  what  the 
Americans  feemed  to  poiTefs:  That  the  fuppreflion 
of  manufadures  in  America,  by  obliging  them  to 
take  every  fort  which  they  ufed,  from  Britain,  wa§ 
making  them  pay,  in  one  fpecies  of  taxation,  all  other 
kinds  of  taxes;  and  in  fad,  making  them  the  chief 
fupporters  of  public  burdens,  Confidering  their 
great  diftance  from  this  country,  it  was  urged  that  i<[ 
was  impoflible  for  the  people  here  to  be  fo  well  act^ 
quainted  with  the  ftate  of  American  affairs,  as  to  be 
able  to  judge  minutely  concerning  the  propriety  of 
a  revenue  tax:  That  v/ithout  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  ftate  of  the  colonifls,  we,  in  this  country 
might  be  ready  to  opprefs  them,  which  government 
iliould  above  all  things,  endeavour  to  avoid:  Tha"^ 
it  was  the  beft;  policy  to  keep  to  commercial  viewS;, 
and  purfue  the  advantages  that  attended  them,  which, 
would  lefs  opprefs  the  colonifls,  and  would  enabli^ 
them  fooner  to  pay  their  debts  to  our  merchants. — « 
Thefe  are  a  few  of  the  arguments  on  both  fides,  oa 
this  occafion,  and  it  will  be  allowed  by  all  who  are 
clear  of  prejudice,  that  the  miniftry  had  the  better  in 
this  difpute.  Jufiice,  found  policy,  clemency,  and  hu- 
manity were  united  in  their  reafonings;  whereas  the 
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oppofition  breathed  domination,  tyranny,  and  ds" 
ftrufiion  through  the  whole  of  this  debate. 
.  Notwithftanding  the  violence  and  vigour  of  thofe 
in  oppofition,  and  all  the  fecret  influence  of  an  invi- 
fible  power,  the  bill  pafled,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  nia- 
jority  of  275  to  167,  and  was  carried  up  to  the  lords 
by  above  two  hundred  members  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons. The  approbation  with  which  it  was  intro- 
duced into  the  upper  houfe,  did  not  fecure  it  from  a 
vigorous  oppofition  :  Thirty-three  lords  entered  a 
protefl  againft  it  at  the  fecond  reading,  and  twenty- 
eight  at  the  third  reading:  It  was  however  carried 
by  a  majority  of  thirty-four  lords,  and  in  three  days 
received  the  royal  aflent.  The  repeal  of  this  law, 
was  the  caufe  of  more  univerfal  joy  through  the  domi- 
nions of  Britain,  than  probably  ever  was  known  by 
any  one  event.  It  could  not  but  do  the  heart  of  the 
promoters  of  this  appeal  good,  to  fee  and  hear  of  Co 
many  millions  of  their  fellow-fubjefts  rejoicing  and 
exulting  at  an  event  which  proceeded  from  the  wif- 
dom,  benevolence,  juftice,  and  clemency,  of  men 
whom  they  had  entrufted  with  their  concerns.  There 
was  more  true  glory  to  the  king,  the  parliament,  and 
the  miniftry,  in  repealing  this  acb,  than  if  they  had 
all  united  to  enforce  it  by  fleets  and  armies,  fire  and 
fword.  There  can  be  little  true  glory  in  forcing  laws 
by  military  execution,  but  there  is  much  honour  in 
Jtiaking  fuch  ftatutes  or  repealing  them,  as  give  joy 
to  a  whole  empire.  This  is  one  of  the  glories  of  the 
prefent  reign,  and  for  the  fake  of  this  noble  aft  of 
wifdom,  every  humane  perfon  will  be  ready  to  for- 
give an  hundred  faults.  Whatever  may  happen  in 
future  times,  it  may  be  faid  that  George  the  Third 
had  once  a  wife  miniflry,  and  put  his  hand  to  a  noble 
andilluftrious  deed.  In  al}  cafes  that  areproblcmatical, 

nothing 


THE   WAR.  IN    AMERICA.  77 

nothing  difplays  the  wifdom  of  a  legiflature  more 
than  the  purfuing  meafures  that  are  lenitent  in  their 
own  nature,  and  tend  to  conciliate  the  affeflions  of 
the  fubjedts  to  government.  The  infirmities  of  hu- 
man nature  require  that  the  exertions  of  government 
ihould  be  tender,  and  that  the  power  which  is  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  governors  to  preferve  men's  lives, 
Ihould  never  be  employed  to  deftroy  them,  as  long 
as  any  other  method  can  be  adopted. 

There  was  alfo  this  felTions  a  bill  brought  in  and  paf-, 
fed,  for  fecuring  the  dependence  of  the  colonies  upon 
Great  Britain j  and  another  for  granting  indemnity 
to  fuch  as  had  incurred  penalties  on  account  of  the 
ftamp  aft,  and  an  order  made  by  government,  that 
the  provinces  of  North  America  lliould  indemnify 
fuch  as  had  fufFered  by  the  late  riots,  by  making  a 
compenfation  for  the  loiTes  they  had  fuftained,  which 
they  fome  time  after  accordingly  did.  The  cyder  &6t 
was  alfo  repealed,  and  another  duty  laid  on  in  the- 
place  of  it,  fo  that  one  popular  law  fucceeded  ano- 
ther, and  the  mjniftry  encreafed  in  popularity  as  they 
wer?  envied  by  thofe  in  oppofition.  The  fatisfaftioa 
arifing  from  the  repeal  of  this  adl  was  heightened  in 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  difcontent  that  had  arifen 
from  the  paffing  of  it,  and  the  cyder  counties  tafted 
the  fame  pleafure  with  their  bretjiren  in  America,* 
which  they  enjoyed  at  the  fame  time,  and  teftiiied  their- 
thankfulnefs  by  univerfal  joy.  As  men  in  growings 
really  wifer  generally  grow  better,  fo  as  the  miniftry 
encreafed  in  wifdom,  they  proceeded  in  promoting 
a6ts  of  utility.  By  their  conferences  with  the  mer- 
chants in  North  America,  and  thofe  of  the  Weft  In- 
dies, they  acquired  more  knowledge  of  their  trade, 
and  the  method  of  conducing  it,  and  by  virtue  of  fome 
petitions  from  trading  towns  in  England,  a  bill  was 
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paffed  for  opening  free  ports  in  the  Weft  Indies  un^ 
<ier  certain  limitations  and  reftriftions.  Several  new 
and  iniportant  regulations  were  likewife  made  in  the 
general  fyftem  of  commerce  in  the  colonies,  and  fome 
reftridions  taken  off,  that- had  been  long  complained 
of,  as  an  heavy  clog  upon  trade  and  bufinefs.  Thefe 
popular  ads  made  the  miniftry  the  idol  of  the  mer- 
cantile part  of  the  nation,  who  could  not  help  being 
highly  pleafed  at  |:he  attention  which  had  been  paid 
to  their  interefls,  fo  different,  from  what  former  ad- 
miniftrations  had  generally  praftifed. 

Some  other  acts  and  relblutions  were  paffed  this 
feffion,  which  ail  tended  either  to  eafe,  or  remove 
the  burdens  of  the  peoples  among  which  may  be 
reckoned  the  repeal  of  the  old  duties  upon  houfes 
and  windows,  and  the  new  bill,  by  which  the  duties 
are  much  more  equitably  laid  on,  and  more.eafy  to 
the  lower  and  middling  degres  of  people.  It  was 
alfo  refolved  that  the  taking  up  of  people  by  gene- 
ral warrants,  or  the  feizing  of  their  papers,  except  iri 
fuch  cafes  as  are  prefcribed  by  a<5ts  of  parliament 
are  illegal. 

The  miniftry  had  hitherto  fucceeded  in  the  moft 
profperous  manner^  they  had  weathered  the  ftorm  of 
oppofition  during  this  feffion,  and  gained  every  point 
they  had  attempted  in  parliament.  They  had  fecured 
the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the  public,  in  the 
higheft-  degree;  they  alfo  had  acquired  fome  credit  in 
their  foreign  tranfactions :  an  advantageous  commer-, 
cial  treaty  had  been  concluded  with  the  Emprels  of 
Ruffia,  and  the  long  contefted  Canada  bills,  we^e 
fettled  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  the  owners  j  and  they  had 
4Tiade  fome  progrefs  in  reviving  the  long  negledted 
affair  of  the  Manila  ranfom.  Such  was  the  fuccefs 
of  the  miniftry,  that  it  was  nov/  thought  that  they 

were 
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were  fecureiy  fettled  and  fixed  in  their"  prefent  fitua- 
tion.  It  was  at  this  time,  to  the  furprife  of  the  whole! 
nation,  that  notwithftahding  thefe  appearances  the 
miniftry  were  changed.  The  prefent  reign  had  hither- 
to been  remarkable  for  changes  of  this  fort,  and  the 
rcafon  generally  affigned  for  this  political  phasnome- 
non  was,  that  a  fecret  influence  of  an  invifible  agent 
which  did  not  appear  publicly  dire6bed  the  fprings  of 
government,  and  produced  fo  many  and  various  revolu- 
tions in  the  miniftry.  Whether  this  opinion  proceeded 
from  jealoiify  or  Ibme  other  caufe  I  will  not  pretend 
to  determine,  but  it  was  the  general  belief  of  the  pub- 
lic at  that  tiine,  upon  whatever  principle  it  might  be 
founded.  Such  a  fudden  overturn  in  the  miniftcrial 
department,  when  all  the  nation  applauded  the  mea- 
fures  of  government,  could  not  be  accounted  for, 
upon  any  rational  principle  of  operation;  for-  as  the 
miniftry  were  the  fervants  whom  the  king  had  ap- 
pointed to  manage  the  public  aifairs  of  the  nation, 
and  they  had  difcharged  their  duty  with  univerfal  ap- 
probation, the  turning  them  out  of  office  when  they 
were  fo  agreeable  to  the  public,  fecmed  to  declare, 
that  the  interefts  of  the  king  and  the  nation  were 
different,  or  that  the  fovereign  did  not  fuftain  the 
people  proper  judges  of  their  own  interefts.  The 
miniftry  finiftied  their  career  with  fo  much  honour  to 
themfelves,  and  fatisfadion  to  the  nation,  and  withal, 
behaved  in  fuch  a  difmterefteil  manner,  that  their  po- 
pularity increafed  after  their  difmiifion  fi-om  their 
office.  They  had  gained  nothing  to  themfelves,  and 
fecured  nothing  to  their  friends,  and  retired  without 
place,  penfion,  or  emolument.  The  public  expr-eiled 
the  fenfe  they  had  of  their  fervices,  by  numerous 
addreffes  prefented  to  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  oa 
this  occafion,  v/hile  they  ihewed  their  difpleafure  at 

difplacin^ 


to  HISTORYbF 

difplacing  men,  who  had  behaved  fo  worthily  in  the 
execution  of  the  truft  repofed  in  them.  Upon  the 
30th  of  July,  the  Duke  of  Grafton  was  appointed  firft 
Lord  of  the  Treafury,  in  the  place  of  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham  i  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  Secretary  of 
State,  in  the  room  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  j  Lord 
Cambdcn,  Lord  High  Chancellor,  in  the  place  of  the 
Earl  of  Northingtoni  the  Right  Honourable  Charles 
Townlhenc],  in  the  room  of  the  Right  Honourable: 
William  Dowdefwell,  and  the  Right  Hohourablef 
William.  Pitt,  lately  created  Vifcoiint  Plnfent,  and 
Earl  of  Chatham,  Lord  Privy  Seal.  Many  other 
changes  took  place,  in  the  different  departments  of 
government,  which  by  no  means  feemed  to  enfure  a 
long  continuance  of  this  new  adminiftration.  Though 
feme  popular  men  were  not  admitted  into  adminiftra- 
tion, tiie  public  confidered  this  only  as  a  fcheme  of 
the  favourite,  to  leflen  their  popularity,  and  bring 
them  into  difefteem  with  the  nation.  This  miniftry 
was  fomething  like  the  king' of  Babylon's  image,  which 
he  faw  in  his  dream,  partly  iron,  and  partly  clay.  It 
was  forefeen  that  men  of  fuch  different  principles, 
Would  not  long  unite,  in  carrying  on  a  fyflem  of  go- 
vernment. Lord  Chatham,  by  dividing  the  interefts 
of  ihofe  that  were  the  favourites  of  the  nation,  funk 
greatly  in  his  popularity,  ?nd  his  receiving  a  place, 
penlion,  and  title,  contributed  not  a  little  to  deface 
his  former  greatnefs.  Such  is  the  uncertainty  of  hu- 
man applatife  and  popularity,  that  what  is  gained  by 
diligence  and  hard  application,  may  be  lofl  in  an  in- 
inftant  of  time  beyond  recovery. 

The  new  minifiry  came  to  their  ofHce  at  a  timey 
when  circumflances  combined  to  render  their  duty  a: 
ta(k  of  great  difficulty;  they  not  only  fucceeded  a  fee 
of  raca  who   were  popular  and  fnccefsful,  but  found 

new 
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Slew  difficulties  arife  which  they  had  not  forefeen, 
or  would  perceive.  The  prices  of  provifions  were 
now  come  to  an  exorbitant  height,  and  the  poor  o£ 
the  nation  were  in  great  diftrefs  -,  there  was  no  juft 
proportion  between  the  price  of  thofe  articles  that 
are  eflentially  neceJfary  to  human  life,  and  the  value 
of  the  money  that  could  be  obtained  by  daily  labour. 
The  corn  was  exported  to  other  countries,  and  the 
poor  at  home  were  greatly  diftrelTed:  this  occafioned 
mobs,  riots  and  diforders  in  the  nation,  and  produced 
many  unhappy  confequences.  In  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember a  proclamation  was  ilTued,  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  corn,  and  mefTengers  were  fent  to  the 
fea-ports  to  fee  that  the  terms  of  the  proclamation 
were  obferved,  and  to  prevent  fuch  fhips  as  were 
loaded  from  failing  with  their  cargoes.  This  procla- 
mation, though  it  was  well  intended,  was  illegal,  and 
was  affuming  a  power  which  the  conftitution  does 
not  permit  to  the  crown  ;  it  was  therefore  the  foun- 
dation of  feveralfevere  debates  in  parliament.  Though 
the  expedient  at  that  time  was  both  neceifary  and  po- 
pular, yet  the  mode  of  the  tranfaftion  was  confidered 
by  the  more  difcerning  as  a  thing  dangerous,  as 
thereby  the  crown  aflumed  a  power  to  diipenfe  with 
the  laws  of  the  land.  This  was  one  of  thofe  evils 
which  had  been  moft  effedlually  provided  againft  at 
the  revolution  ;  at  which  time,  it  had  been  declared 
to  be  utterly  inconfiflent  with  the  Englifh  conftitu- 
tion, and  contrary  to  the  known  laws,  ftatutes, 
and  freedom  of  the  kingdom.  The  advifers  and  exe- 
cutors of  this  proclamation,  were  therefore  expofed 
to  fevere  cenfure  :  but  as  their  intention  was  good, 
and  the  effedls  of  their  poceedings  falutary,  it  would 
have  been  jullice  in  extreme  to  have  taken  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  ftatutes  againft  men  who  had  done  all 
Vol.  ^L  L  in 
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in  their  power  to  relieve  the  prefent  diftrefs  of  the 
kingdom.  A  bill  was  therefore  brought  in  to  indem- 
nify all  perfons  who  had  afted  in  obedience  to  the 
late  act  of  council,  concerning  the  embargo. 

This  bill  when  it  was  brought  in>  fecured  the  infe- 
^rior officers  againftprofecutionfo^r  their a6ling  contrary 
"to  law,  but  left  out  the  council  who  had  advifed  the 
proclamation  ;  and  it  alfo  wanted  an  introdudbion  to 
point  out  the  illegality  of  the  meafure.  This  was  the 
occafion  of  much  altercation,  in  which  fome  of  the 
miniftry  who  had  been  formerly  very  popular,  and 
admired  as  the  friends  of  liberty,  deferted  its  caufe, 
and  advanced  doftrines  entirely  contrary  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  revolution.  They  not  only  vindicated 
the  meafure  concerning  the  embargo  as  a  neceffary 
expedient,  in  a  critical  fituation,  but  defended  it  as  a 
matter  of  right  ?  and  maintained,  that  a  difpenfing 
power  in  cafes  of  ftate  neceffity,  was  one  of  the  prero- 
gatives of  the  crown.  That  which  rendered  this 
proclamation  more  fufpicious  and  unpopular,  was, 
that  a  proclamation  had  been  iffued  before,  againft 
forcftalling  upon  the  fame  day  that  the  parliament 
was  prorogued,  from  the  fixteenth  of  September,  till 
the  eleventh  of  November  following.  It  was  urged 
on  this  occafion,  that  provided  the  miniftry  had  not 
had  fome  intention  to  introduce  an  arbitrary  power, 
they  would  have  advifed  the  King  to  have  called  the 
parliament,  and  laid  on  the  embargo  by  an  ad;  of  the 
legiflature;  for  by  fuch  a  long  and  un neceffary  pro- 
rogation, all  advice  of  parliament  was  precluded-, 
that  the  reafon  given  for  the  proclamation  was,  that 
his  Majelly  had  not  an  opportunity  to  take  the  ad- 
vice of  parliament,  while  yet  the  proclamation  for  the 
em.bargo  was  iifued  fixteen  days  after  that  for  proro- 
guing the  parliament.     All  this  v/as  urged,  to  prove 

againft 
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sgainft  the  miniftry  fome  defign  ofpurfuing  arbitrary 
ttieafiires.  After  many  ftrong  arguments  had  been  tiled 
againft  the  meafiire  concerning  the  embargo,  it  was 
inferred,  that  if  the  dodrine  of  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
laws  were  admitted  on  a  plea  of  Itate  neceffity,  as  con- 
flitutional,  the  revolution  could  be  deemed  nothing 
but  a  fuccefsful  rebellion,  and  a  lawlefs  and  wicked 
invafion  of  the  rights  of  the  crown;  the  bill  of  rights, 
a  falfe  and  fcandalous  libel,  and  an  infamous  impofi- 
tion  upon  both  prince   and  people;  and   Jamps   the 
fecond  neither  abdicated  nor  forfeited;  but  was  rob- 
bed of  his  crown.     Confiftency  is  a  thing  not  always 
to  be  found  univerfally  obfcrved  in  the  practice  of  po- 
liticans;  they  often  make  ufe  of  government  to  ferve 
their  own  purpofes,  and  when  they  have  once  commit- 
ted an  error,  they  endeavour  to  find  arguments  to  de- 
fend it.     There  is  no  reafon  to  believe  that  the  mini- 
ftry at  this  time  had  the  fmalieft  intention  of  violating 
the  conftitution,  and  therefore  the  arguments  brought, 
againft  their  proceedings,  could  not  have  the  fame 
force  that  they  had  in  the  cafe  of  James  the  fecond  j 
whofe  defigns  to  fubvert  tlie  conftitution  were  pal* 
pable  and  evident;  but  it  muft  be  allowed  that  wheh 
they  defended,  as  a  right,    this  ftretch  of  prerogative, 
it  was  but  fair  to  ftiew  them  the  inconfiftency  of  their 
arguments  and  proceedings. 

1767.  The  operations  of  the  human  paffions,  in 
the  fyftems  of  policy,  are  a  myftery  not  eafily  unveil- 
ed; it  often  happens  that  when  fimple  and  undefign- 
ing  people  have  given  their  plaudit  fo  meafures,  which- 
from  thebeft  evidence  they  could  obtain,  they  thought 
deferved  approbation,  that  perfons  of  refinement  will 
prefently  attempt  to  prove  that  they  were  abfurd,  ri- 
diculous, and  inconfiftent.  The  repealing  of  the 
flamp  act,  which  obtained  fo  much  praife  to  the  for- 
iper  miniftry,  was  attacked  by  a  let  of  yenal  writers, 
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as  a  piece  of  the  worft  policy,  and  the  moft  incon- 
fiflent  with  the  dignity  of  Britain,  of  any  thing  that 
had  happened  for  many  years.  Mildnefs  in  govern- 
ment was  interpreted  pufillanimity  and  weaknefsj  and 
an  averfion  to  hoftility,  and  bloodfhed,  was  confider- 
cd  as  a  want  of  concern  or  indijBTerence,  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  mother  country,  Topics  of  this  fort  now 
became  common,  which  madeperfons  ofdifcernment 
conclude  that  the  meafurcs  adopted  by  thofe  who 
promoted  the  repeal  of  the  (lamp  ad,  were  not  agree- 
able to  an  invifible  agent,  who  now  intended  to  direft 
the  fprings  of  government^  and  that  another  j)lan  of 
operation  would  be  adopted.  The  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham and  his  friends  had  been  turned  out  of  their 
offices  before  that  the  diflurbances  in  America  were 
totally  fettled,  and  fome  ofFenfive  a6ls  yet  remained, 
to  which  they  had  as  much  averfion  as  to  the  ftamp 
a6t.  But  before  we  proceed  to  confider  the  new  dif- 
turbances  that  rofe  this  year,  and  their  caufes,  it  may 
be  neceflary  to  confider  the  premonitions  thac  were 
given  to  this  nation  and  the  government  concerning 
their  proceedings  towards  the  coloniflsj  and  this  1 
fliall  do  in  the  words  of  the  writers  themfelyes. 

"  The  Britifh  empire  on  the  continent  of  Ameri- 
ca is  well  known  to  be  extremely  extenfive,  and  is 
by  our  late  conquefts,  and  the  ceffions  that  have  been 
made  to  us,  become  entirely  compaft.  In  the  variety 
of  colonies  which  it  comprehends,  there  are  all  kinds 
ef  foils  and  climates  j  fo  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
entertained,  but  that  with  a  farther  clearance  of  the 
country  (as  yet  abounding  with  wild  forcfls)  fertility 
of  foil  and  falubrity  of  air,  will  become  improved, 
and  even  perfefted,  particularly  in  the  moderating 
of  heat  and  of  cold,  while  to  improvements  and  po- 
pulation there  can  hardly  any  end  be  forefeen. 

ff  Little  doubt  can  be  entertained,  that  this  va(l 

country 
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country  will  in  time  become  the  greateft  and  moft 
profperous  empire  that  perhaps  the  world  has  ever 
ieen.  The  earth  is  well  known  to  contain  abundance 
of  mines,  and  probably  of  every  fpecies  that  can  be 
faid  to  enrich  a  country;  fo  likewife,  in  time,  all 
jirodudbs  whatever  may  be  expedled  from  the  foil. 
Its  feas,  banks,  bays,  coafts  and  rivers,  we  alfo  know 
have  the  moil  abundant  fiiheries,  fo  that  there  can 
be  no  natural  impediment  to  its  becoming  greatly 
powerful  and  profperous. 

"  The  leaft  computation  of  white  inhabitants,  at 
prefent,  is  two  millions  of  fouls:  and  if  thereto  are 
added  the  Indian  tribes,  negroes,  and  mulattoes,  per- 
haps the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  lately  mention- 
ed in  the  public  papers,  may  not  be  an  exaggeration, 
in  their  being eftimated  at  five  millions.  But  in  con- 
fidering  the  progrefs  of  population,  I  fhall  confider 
the  white  inhabitants  only;  becaufc  in  proportion  as 
they  increafe  it  may  probably  be  conjeftured,  that 
ihoi't  of  the  other  colours  will  diminifli. 

"  The  American  writers  all  agree  in  acknowledg- 
ing, that  from  the  encouragements  which  are  given 
to  early  marriage  from  the  facility  of  acquiring  fct- 
tlcments  on  lands,  and  the  temptations  there  are  to 
jnake  them,  in  the  inexhauftible  fources  of  improve- 
ment in  thofe  kinds  of  property,  that  the  number 
of  white  inhabitants  become  doubled  in  five  and 
twenty  years.  Let  us  then  confider,  upon  the  bottom 
on  wiiich  the  colonies  ftand  at  prefent,  at  how  rapid 
a  rate  the  population  muft  increafe.  In  twenty-five 
years  their  numbers  will  probably  have  grown  from 
two  millions  to  four,  is  fifty  years,  eight,  in  feventy- 
jfive  years  to  fixteen,  and  in  an  hundred  years  to 
thirty-two  millions;  which  is  fuch  a  ftriking  profpe6t 
pf  increafing  population  in   thofe  regions,  as  fhould 
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induce  us  to  defert  the  idea  of  being  long  able  to 
iubjedl  them  by  our  power,  and  make  us  adopt,  as 
its  fubltitute,  true  policy  for  that  purpofe,  which^ 
perhaps  for  many  years  may  preferve  what  mere 
power  might  fail  toiecure  for  a  few  years. 

^*  There  are  no  fubjeft$  fo  frequently  handled  as 
thofe  of  government,  policy,  and  trade,  but  in  which  , 
there  is  difcoverable  much  ignorance  and  prepof- 
fefiion,  and  thofe  often  among  fuch  as  lliould  beft 
underftand  themj  for  many  judgements  are  continual -? 
ly  feen  to  be  framed,  without  right  information,  and 
too  many  falfe  ones  are  often  obtruded  on  govern- 
ment, and  the  world,  from  felf-inte^refted  motives j 
ib  that  dilhonefty  and  ignorance  appear  co-operating 
together,  to  our  great  national  injury, 

"  Some  late  unfortunate  tranfaftions  that  have 
proved  greatly  irritating  to  our  colonifts,  have  fet 
them,  as  we  fee,  upon  eftimating  for  themfelves;  and 
that  turn,  which  has  perhaps  been  injudicioufly  given 
to  their  contemplations,  has  ferved  to  convince  them 
of  their  utility  to  us,  which  they  feem  inclinable  to 
rate  at  its  very  utmoft  eftimation,  and  accordingly 
thereon  fet  a  value  on  themfelves :  and  we  ought  to 
be  aware  how  very  ftrongly'the  eflimations  of  their 
own  utility,  will  on  all  occafions,' t<|^perate  on  the 
minds  of  individuals,  or  bodies  of  i^h. 

"  The  North  Americans  now  fay  and  write,  that 
they  have  ever  been  toiling  for  the  benefit  of  the  mo- 
ther country  j  in  which,  if  they  are  not  confidered  as 
children,  their  treatment  is-that  of  Haves;  and  there- 
fore, if  attempted  to  be  oppreffed,  they  muft  unite 
in  their  own  defence.  They  accordingly  cry  out  for 
union;  and  we  even  fee,  by  the  public  papers,  that 
there  is  to  be  a  conference,  or  congrefs  of  deputies 
for  that  purpofe,  which  is   firft  propofed  for  reprca 
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fentation  only;  but  Ihould  they  not  therein  fucceed, 
ought  we  not  to  be  aware  of  what  they  next  may 
proceed  to  confult  on,  and  what  may  prove  the  con- 
fequences  of  either  rooted  hatred,  or  ralli  defpera- 
tioii  ? 

"  I,  who  was  never  in  the  colonies,  nor  have  any- 
particular  connecflions  with  them,  do  not  take  upon 
myfelf  to  vindicate  their  opinions  or  proceedings,  or  to 
plead  partially  in  their  behalf;  but  have  endeavoured 
to  regulate  my  thoughts  by  the  principles  of  right  po- 
licy, when  I  venture  to  cenfure  thofe  v/ho  are  pref- 
fing  for  a  rigid  exertion  of  authority,  becaufe  I  am 
well  convinced,  that  there  are  occalions  when  every 
kind  of  authority  may  find  it  prudent  to  yield  upon 
critical  exigencies,  as  every  intelligent  man  mult 
know,  is  occafionlly  the  cafe  in  all  countries  upon  earth. 
The  higheft  authority  has  often  done  it  with  true 
wifdom  in  this  kingdom,  as  I  need  but  inilance  in  the 
year  1733,  "^^^^^  regard  to  the  propofed  excife  oa 
v/ine  and  tobacco,  and  in  the  year  1755J  with  refpect 
to  the  law  for  allowing  the  naturalizing  of  Jews;  con- 
cerning the  utility  or  propriety  of  which  ftate  mea- 
fures,  any  more  than  of  thefe  regarding  America,  I 
deliver  no  opinions  of  my  own;  but  I  muft  applaud 
every  relaxation  for  the  fake  of  reftoring  harmony,  q;; 
preventing  defper.ation. 

"  From  true  principles  of  policy  and  commerce,  I 
however,  venture  to  pronounce,  that  wliatever  reflric- 
tions  tend  to  prevent  our  colonifls,  either  of  North 
America,  or  the  Weft  Indies,  from  enriching  them,- 
feives  "by  other  ftates,  are  of  prejudice  to  the  mother 
country,  becaufe  all  the  riches  which  they  acquire, 
muft  in  one  fhape  or  another,  finally  center  among 
us,  for  which  convidion,  I  defire  no  better  authority, 
than  thofe  barometers  of  balances  the  courfes  of  e?:- 


chans;e;' 


4 


58  '  HISTORYOF 

change;  and  how  immenfely  they  are  igainft  every 
one  of  our  colonies,  muft  by  all  men  be  known.  If* 
therefore,  from  whatever  they  are  capable  by  any 
means  to  get,  they  only  fubfifl  themfelves,  with  be- 
ing kept  in  a  ftate  of  deep  debt  to  us,  what  have  we 
to  defire  more,  and  whom  can  we  fo  much  injure  by 
reftridions  as  ourfelves? 

"  Reflraints  on  their  trade  muft  then,  in  their  na- 
ture, be  impolitic  j  for  whatever  trade  they  carry  on, 
if  they  get  but  a  balance  in  their  favour,  which  one 
way  or  other  they  muft  do,  it  will  turn  out  to  our 
advantage;  and  furely,  of  all  inftruments  for  fuppref- 
fing  trade,  if  otherwife,  the  military  and  marine  are 
the  laft  to  be  employed,  becaufe  their  arbitrary  laws 
and  principles  are  quite  incompatible  with  commerce, 
which  can  never  Bourifti  but  with  mildnefs  and  en- 
couragement; nor  ought  vice  admiralty-courts  to  be 
entrufted  with  powers  over  commerce;  fo  likewife, 
in  proportion  to  the  remotenefs  of  the  fcene  of  tranf- 
aftions  from  the  feat  of  government,  will  ever  be  the 
degrees  of  the  danger  from  trufting  them  therewith. 

"  So,  with  regard  to  a  medium  of  traffic,  what 
could  we  defire  more,  than  that  our  colonies  Ihould 
content  themfelves  with  a  paper  currency,  in  order 
to  be  enabled  to  fend  all  the  bullion  they  could  poiTibly 
acquire,  in  payments  to  us  ?  Was  not  this  content- 
ing themfelves  with  working  for  money,  or  effefts, 
to  purchafe  manufaflures,  and  commodities  of  us? 
And  fliould  not  we  have  been  contented  with  getting 
all  their  real  wealth,  and  leavinc:  them  with  I'uch  a 
fubftitute  as  paper  currency  ? 

"  With  regard  to  their  taxes  likewife,  if  they  have 
not  money  to  pay  them,  and  alfo  to  purchafe  our  ma- 
nufactures whatever  is  gained  in  one  w^y*  muft  be 
loft"  to  u--,  in  another;   and  furely  it  need   not  be  re- 
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marked  how  ruinous  the  lofs  of  that  trade  of  our  fup- 
ply  to  them,  muft  prove  to  us.  It  furely  would  be  time 
enough  for  us  to  think  of  taxing  the  Americans,  when 
they  had  found  the  means  of  getting  more  money  then 
they  wanted  to  pay  us  in  the  way  of  trade,  but  the 
demanding  it  of  them  while  they  had  it  not,  was  re- 
ducing them  to  the  branded  Egyptian  flavery,  of 
making  bricks  without  ftraw. 

"  In  fhort,  our  great  objedl,  with  regard  to  North 
America,  is  that  of  vending  our  manufadiures,  which 
the  more  they  are  enabled  to  buy,  fo  much  the  bet- 
ter it  muft  be  for  us,  in  the  employment  of  our  peo- 
ple at  home,  and  in  the  returns  we  receive:  and  the 
more  we  adhere  to  this  general  fcheme  of  common 
intereft,  and  the  lefs  we  perplex  ourfelves  with  par- 
ticular and  intricate  ones,  the  fafer  and  more  advan- 
tageous will  be  the  courfe  we  fhall  take,  as  well  for 
the  peace,  as  the  profperity  of  both  countries. 

"  But  I  am  afraid  the  true  fad:  is,  in  this  countrv 
of  felf- intereft ed  bodies  and  individuals,  all  purfuing 
their  own  good  to  the  hurt  and  danger  of  the  com- 
f  munity,  that  v/e  are  more  jealous  of  the  trade  than 
of  the  power  of  the  North  Americans,  which  is  afo- 
lecifm  in  policy  that  is  founded  in  fhort-fighted  felf- 
intereft,  to  which,  in  the  end,  it  will  be  found  to 
prove  fatal. 

"  To  form  a  right  judgement*  concerning  the  ftate 
of  the  colonics,  we  ftiould  in  the  firft  place  confider 
the  produce  of  their  agriculture  in  enumerated  com- 
modities; which,  with  all  their  other  products,  fent 
to  Britain  are  well  known,  both  from  the  accounts 
of  the  cuftom-houfe,  merchants,  and  planters;  all 
|,  which  have  been  carefully  examined  for  many  years 
[  paft,  and  from  thefe  it  appears,  that  the  value  of  all 
Vol.   I.  M  their 
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their  enumerated  commodities  is  but  767,000!.  per 
annum;  even  the  higheft  computation  does  not  bring 
it  to  Soojoool.  meaning  in  neat  proceeds  to  the 
planters.  Their  value  has  indeed  always  been  com- 
puted, at  6oo,oool.  till  within  thefe  few  years  paft. 
But  every  one,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  colonies, 
may  fee,  that  their  enumerated  commodities,  are  the 
chief  part  of  their  produce;  every  thing  they  make, 
indeed,  is  for  remittances  to  Britain,  in  order  to  pur- 
chafe  their  necejffaries,  and  to  pay  their  debts; 
v/hence  they  ma/  be  very  certain,  that  their  none-enu- 
merated commodities,  fold  in  other  countries,  are  not 
equal  in  value  to  the  enumerated,  v/hich  are  fent  to 
Britain.  Accordingly,  the  firll  are  computed  at 
700,0001.  a  year  at  mod;  and  if  we  were  to  enter 
into  the  particulars,  no  one  could  make  them  am.ount 
to  that  fum.  Thus  the  produce  of  all  the  colonies 
in  North  America  amounts  at  moft  to  1,500,000!. 
per  annum  J  above  what  they  confume  among  them- 
felves;  •  and  we  fhall  fee  below,  that  it  cannot  well 
exceed  1,400,000!.  All  that  they  import  into  Britain, 
both  in  enumerated  commodities,  and  what  they  pur- 
chafe  with  fhetro,  amounts  at  m.oft,  by  the  rates  at 
the  cuftom-houfe,  but  to  1,066,491!.  ^^-r  annum. 

"  By  the  cuflom-houfe  accounts,  from  the  year  1756 
to  176 1  inclufive,  the  ftate  of  the  trade  between  Great 
Britain  and  North  America,  during  thefe  fix  years  of 
war,  was  as  follows : 

"  Annual  exports  from  Britain  to  North         {^ 
America  on  an  average       -         -       2,045,144. 

Imports  into  Britain  -  -  75^jo3^ 


Balan-ce  due  to  Britain  -  -  1,^292,806 

"  By  the  fame  accounts  from  1762  to   1764,  both 

included, 
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included,  fince  the  peace,  that  trade  is  thus  ftated: 

I. 

Exports  from  Britain  on  an  average         2,022,445 
Imports  into  Britain  -  -  1,066,491 

Balance  due  to  Britain         -  -  955)954 


**  In  thefe  nine  years,  fince  the  commencement  of 

the  war,  from  1756  to  1764  inclufive,  the  following  is 

the  ftate  of  the  whole  on  an  average:  £. 

Exports  from  Britain  -         -  '^y'^SJ^Siy 

Imports  into  Britain  -  -  857,056 


Balance  due  to  Britain         -^  -         1,186,521 


Total  exports  in  thefe  nine  years  18,338,199 

Total  imports  -  -  7,713,506 


Total  balance  due  to  Britain  in  nine  years  10,624,69;; 


"  Now,  as  the  colonies  exported  to  the  value  of 
eighteen  millions,  and  owe  five  or  fix'millions  to  Bri- 
tain, they  cannot  have  paid  more  than  thirteen  mil- 
lions in  thefe  nine  years,  which  is  1,444,000!.  per 
annum;  and  as  people  who  are  fo  much  in  debt,  are 
obliged  to  pay  their  all,  this  muft  be  their  annual  in- 
come, and  agrees  with  the  above  account  of  their 
produce. 

Now,   as  their  enumerated   commodities         £. 
amount  to  767,000 

The  value  of  their  non -enumerated  com- 
I    modities  muft  be  -  -  -  677,000 


Totd     1,444,000 


i[  But  as  the  entries  at  the  cuftom-houfe  are  too  well 
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known  to  exceed  the  real  value  of  the  exports,  this 
income  of  the  colonies  cannot  be  fo  much  as  thefe 
accounts  make  it,  and  cannot  exceed  1,400,0001.  per 
annum.  It  is  indeed  impoITible  to  bring  fuch  accounts 
to  a  certain  precifion  s  but  from  this  ftate  of  them  we 
may  well  be  affured,  that  the  annual  income  of  all 
the  North  American  colonies  cannot  exceed  a  million 
and  a-half  a-year,  and  it  is  probably  not  fo  much. 

**  From  thefe  accounts  it  appears,  that  the  annual 
balance  of  trade  againft  North  America  in  favour  of 
Britain  has  been  for  the  laft  nine  years,  i,i8o,oool. 
but  as  that  balance  was  greater  in  time  of  war,  it 
may  be  reckoned  now  in  the  time  of  peace  about  a 
million  a  year,  fo  long  as  they  export  to  the  value  of 
two  millions  from  Britain.  In  the  laft  nine  years  this 
balance  has  amounted  to  ten  millions,  which  is  certainr 
ly  more  than  they  could  pay,  if  we  confider  their  in- 
come. This  confirms  the  account  of  the  merchants, 
who  make  the  colonies  fo  much  indebted  to  them. 
By  thefe  accounts,  this  balance  has  accumulated  to  a 
debt  of  five  millions;  and  as  many  accounts  have  not 
been  received,  it  is  computed,  that  the  whole  debt 
due  to  Britain  in  North  America,  amounts  at  leaft  to 
iive  millions  and  a  half,  if  not  fix  millions. 

"  Befides  this,  they  owe  a  public  debt  of  797,0001. 
Thus  their  public  and  private  debts  amount  to  more 
than  fix  millions  of  money;  the  intereft  of  which  a- 
lone,  at  five  per  cent,  comes  to  350,000!.  but  as  many 
of  them  pay  eight  per  cent,  according  to  the  cuftoir. 
of  the  trade,  the  inrereft  of  their  debts  may  be  rec- 
koned half  a  million  a  year;  efpecially  if  we  add  the 
lofs  they  fuftain  in  the  exchange  by  making  remit- 
tances of  money,  which  has  of  late  been  thirty  and 
forty  per  cent,  and  the  ten  per  cent,  they  pay  on  pro- 
tefted  bills,  with  fix  per  cent,  per  annum  till  they  are  dif- 
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charged.  If  wc  add  this  to  the  balance  of  trade  they 
owe  to  Britain,  the  two  amount  to  their  whole  in- 
come. 

"  If  we  dedu(5t  this  intereft  of  their  debts,  lofs  for 
exchange,  and  protefled  bills,  for  their  income  a- 
bovc-mentioned,  their  neat  income  is  but  900,  oooL 
a  yearj  which  is  the  whole  of  what  all  the  colonies 
in  North  America  have  to  purchafe  their  necelTaries 
from  Britain.  This  fum  divided  among  three  millions 
of  people  is  but  fix  Ihillings  a  head  fer  annum. — Even 
if  we  allow  their  income  to  be  a  million  and  a  half  a 
year  J  it  is  but  ten  Ihillings  a  head, 

"  Thus  the  colonies  have  to  difcharge  a  debt  of  fix 
or  feven  millions,  to  pay  an  annual  balance  of  nigh 
one  million;  and  to  maintain  three  millions  of  people;, 
out  of  an  income  of  a  million  and  a  half  a  year  at  molt, 
which  is  certainly  imprafticable. — If  their  whole  in- 
come were  to  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  their 
debts  alone,  and  they  were  to  take  nothing  either  from 
Britain,  or  the  Weft  Indies,  it  would  not  difcharge 
their  debts,  with  intereft,  in  five  years. — It  is  common- 
ly computed,  that  all  their  perfonal  eftates  are  not 
worth  above  fiX  millions  j  that  they  would  hardly  pay 
their  debts  to  Britain  ;  and  that  their  current  cafa 
would  not  pay  the  intereft  of  their  debts  alone  for 
half  a  year. — Hov/  then  does  it  appear,  "  they  can 
certainly  bear  more,  they  ought  to  pay  more  ?"  as  we 
are  told  by  the  author  of  the  late  regulations  concern- 
ing the  colonies. 

"  If  we  allow  thefe  colonies  to  have  ten  ftiillings  a- 
head  per  annum  to  expend  in  Britain,  it  would  not 
purchafe  a  fixth  part  of  their  neceftaries ;  and  as  their 
neat  income  is  but  fix  ftiillings  a  head,  it  will  not  pur- 
chafe a  tenth  part  of  them.  To  fupply  them  .with 
neceftaries  from  Britain,  not  to  mention  many  other 
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articles,  would  require  at  leafc  three  pouncb  a  head, 
as  appears  from  many  particular  eilimates.  At  this 
rare  of  three  pounds  a  head,  three  millions  of  people 
would  fpend  nine  millions  a  year;'  but  as  their  in- 
come is  only  a  million  and  a  half,  the  difFerence  of  fc- 
ven  millions  and  a  half  mud  be  looked  upon  as  a  na- 
tional lofs;  which  we  not  only  encreafe,  but  render 
irreparable,  by  taxes,  duties,  confinement  of  their 
fettlements,  &c.  all  which  oblige  them  to  fupply 
themfelves.  By  thefe  proceedings  we  deprive  the 
nation  of  fuch  advantages,  which  might  be  repeated 
from  the  colonies,  for  the  fake,  or  rather  the  im- 
pradlicable  attempt,  of  raifing  ioo,ooq1.  to  maintain 
Canada  and  Florida. 

*'  This  bad  ftateof  the  colonies  is  ov/ing  to  three 
caufes;  the  firft  and  chief  is,  the  wearing  out  of  the 
lands,  and  great  increafe  of  the  people,  who  confume 
twice  or  thrice  as  much  as  they  ufed  to  do,  while 
their  lands  do  not  produce  half  as  much,  although  that 
is  the  fource  of  their  whole  fupport.  They  now  like- 
wife  require,  for  their  own  confumption,  moil  of  the 
articles  imported  by  their  trade,  which  they  ufed 
formerly  to  fell,  and  to  make  money  by  them,  parti- 
cularly fugar.  Now  as  thefe  caufes  are  daily  growing 
more  prevalent,  we  may  fee  the  necelTity  of  extending 
their  fettlements,  and  improving  their  old  plantations  ,- 
without  which  this  flate  of  the  colonies  is  never  like- 
ly to  be  remedied,  but  mull  daily  grow  worfe. 

"  Their  cxpences  in  the  war  have  likewife  invol- 
ved them  in  great  part  of  this  debt.  It  appears  from 
the  certificate  of  the  commander  in  chief,  that  he  had 
twenty  thoufand provincial  troops  underhis  command, 
befides  what  they -had  in  other  fervices;  to  pay  thefe 
troops,  they  raifed  about  fix  millions,  and  owe  that 
fum  to  Britain.     Hence  they  fcem  to  have  run  in  debt 

to 
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to  Britain  for  all  their  expences  in  the  war,  and  if 
they  were  to  raife  any  more  money,  it  could  only  be 
by  the  fame  means,  or  by  diminilliing  their  exports 
from  Britain. 

"  In  thefe  circumftances  it  is  impofTible  that  they 
lliould  have  any  money.  The  balance  of  trade  they 
owe  to  Britain,  would  in  one  year  drain  them  of  all 
the  money  they  have,  were  it  five  times  more  than  it 
is — They  have  no  v/ay  to  get  money  but  by  a  trade  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  the  balance  of  which  is  againft  them, 
fo  that  it  is  impoiTible  to  make  money  by  it.  By 
that  trade  they  rather  lofe  than  gain. — Hence  in  all 
thefe  colonies  you  hardly  meet  with  any  thing  but  pa- 
per for  mon-ey.  This  paper  occafions  a  trade  and  cir- 
culation, it  is  true,  but  as  the  balance  of  that  trade  is 
fo  much  againft  them,  it  drains  them  of  their  current 
caftj,  and  leaves  nothing  but  paper  behind.  Thus 
their  trade  and  paper  currency  drain  them  of  that  mo- 
ney, which  their  agriculture  brings  in.  And  when 
their  cafti  is  gone,  fo  that  they  have  none  to  exchange 
their  paper,  fo  it  is  no  longer  of  any  value,  if  it  be 
not  for  an  internal  commerce  among  themfelves;  this 
ruins  their  credit  in  Britain,  and  puts  them  upon  ma- 
nufaftures.  It  is  therefore  more  prejudical  to  the 
nation  at  home,  than  to  the  colonies,  to  drain  them 
entirely  of  money,  and  to  leave  them  no  medium  of 
trade  with  Britain.  That  only  obliges  them  to  make 
their  own  neceftaries,  inftead  of  purchaling  them  here  ; 
and  let  any  one  judge,  which  is  the  greateft  gainer  by 
that  alternative, 

"  They  who  imagine,  that  the  colonies  have  mo- 
ney, feem  not  to  know  what  they  are,  or  flioidd  be- 
lt is  expedied,  they  Ihouid  purchafe  ail  their  mani^fac- 
tures  from  Britain,  which  alone  is  impoffible.    If  they 

were  to  purchafe  one  half  of  thenij,  they  could  never 
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any  money.  The  raw  and  unwrought  materials,  by 
which  they  fliould  purchafe  their  manufaflures,  if 
theycalild  make  them,  are  of  much  lefs  value,  that 
the  one  v/ill  never  pay  for  the  other.  There  are  no 
people  in  the  world  who  purchafe  all  their  manufac- 
tures; or  if  they  were  to  do  it,  they  could  never  have 
money.  The  mere  and  unmanufa6lured  produce  of 
lands  will  never  purchafe  manufactures.  Suppofe 
we  were  to  make  no  manufadlures  in  Britain,  how 
Ihould  we  be  fupplied  with  them?  It  is  by  manufac- 
tures, that  this  nation  gains  its  wealth;  and  if  you 
would  have  the  colonies  to.  get  money,  or  pay  taxes, 
they  mull  do  the  fame,  and  not  only  fupply  them- 
felves,  but  vend  their  manufaftures,  in  order  to  raife 
that  money;  which  thefe  proceedings  will  foon  drive 
them  to.  Thus  the  very  thought  of  raifing  money  in 
the  colonies,  is  contrary  to  the  firfl  principles  of  co- 
lonization, and  to  the  intereft  of  Britain  in  them.  It 
muft  infallibly  make  them  her  rivals  both  in  trade  and 
manufa61:ures. 

*'  But  if  this  is  the  cafe  of  the  mofl  fruitful  coun- 
tries, what  can  we  expe6t  from  North  America  !  or 
from  the  produce  of  the  poor  and  mean  lands  there, 
the  greateft  part  of  which  will  hardly  yield  the  bare 
neceifaries  of  life !  What  could  any  one  ever  expeft 
from  a  little  tobacco,  rice,  pitch  and  tar,  or  filh,  the 
chief  produfbs  of  North  America,  or  any  thing  elfe 
it  produces,  to  maintain  two  or  three  millions  of  peo- 
ple, and  to  raife  money !  They  who  could  expect  this, 
mud  be  totally  unacquainted  with  the  value  of  thefe 
commodities.  If  the  colonies  could  purchaie  half 
their  necefiaries  from  Britain,  it  would  be  a  very  con- 
fiderable  income,  and  worth  four  or  five  millions  a 
year  to  Britain;  but  on  the  lands  they  now  poflefs, 
if  they  are  confined  to  them,  they  will  never  be  able 

to 
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to  purchafe  a  fourth,  if  a  tenth  part  of  the  necefTarieS 
they  want.  There  are  but  two  ways  for  any  people  to 
fubfift,  to  wit,  by  the  produce  of  lands,  or  of  labour  j 
that  is,  by  agriculture,  or  manufadures,  ;  and  if  _ 
they  can  make  nothing  by  the  firft,  they  muft  neceflarily 
apply  to  the  other,  which  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
colonies.  They  no  confume  the  chief  part  of  what 
their  lands  produce,  and  have  no  .Way  to  o-et 
manufaflures  but  by  making  them. — To  thefe  two 
refources  many  will  add  trade ;  but  that  can  only  be 
carried  on  in  the  produce  of  lands,  or  manufa6tures  j 
without  which,  you  lofe  by  trade,  as  the  colonies  do  j 
which  will  loon  oblige  them  to  trade  in  their  own 
manufaftures,  if  they  depend  on  that,  inftead  of  agri- 
culture, 

"  The  plenty  which  many  perceive  in  the  colonies 
proceeds  from  their  land,  and  not  from  wealth;  they 
are  only  rich  in  flocks  and  Herds,  like  the  patriarchs 
of  old,  and  not  in  money.  If  any  man  Ihew  a  great- 
er fign  of  opulence,  it  all  proceeds  from  the  labour 
of  flaves ;  who  are  fo  chargeable,  that  they  rather 
give  their  owners  credit  than  wealth,  till  they  are  no 
longer  able  to  pay  their  debts,  which  is  their  prefent 
condition.  Hence  they  who  go  to  the  colonies,  and 
fee  figns  of  opulence,  in  them,  as  they  imagine,  on-* 
ly  deceive  themfelves,  and  impofe  upon  the  whole 
nation,  when  they  pretend  to  be  mighty  well  acquaint-* 
ed  with  them. 

"  Upon  all  thefe  accounts,  it  muft  appear  to  be 
abfolutely  impracticable  ever  to  raife  a  revenue  in  the 
colonies  infierling  caJJj,  in  which  they  were  to  have 
paid  their  taxes.  They  pay  their  own  taxes  either  in 
ftaple  commodities,  or  their  paper  currency;  and 
none  can  exped  to  get  money,  where  there  is  none. 
If  they  may  have  a  litle  current  cafli,  it  is  not  pro- 
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perly  theirs,  but  belongs  to  the  merchants  of  Britairtj 
to  whom  it  is  due.  This  is  a  ftock  of  the  nation  in 
trade,  left  there  by  the  merchants,  in  order  to  improve 
it  J  and  to  apply  that  to  any  other  purpofe,  is  like  a 
merchant  who  lives  upon  his  capical,  inflead  of  im- 
proving it  by  trade :  which  foon  brings  them  both  to 
an  end.  But  if  Britain  thus  ruins  her  trade,  in  order 
to  maintain  Jianding  armies  in  time  of  peace,  this 
mull  become  a  very  different  nation  from  what  it  ever 
has  been,  or  ceafe  to  be  one. 

"  The  advantages  of  the  North  American  trade 
feem  not  to  be  confidered  in  a  public  light  ?  their 
commodities  are  of  fo  fmall  value,  that  they  are  very 
unprofitable  either  to  make,  or  to  trlde  in  them,  but 
they  are  on  that  account  more  profitable  to  the  public  -, 
if  they  are  vile  and  cheapo  it  is  becaufe  they  are  grofs 
and  bulky,  by  which  they  are  fources  of  navigation, 
and  fupport  the  maritime  power  of  the  nation.  If 
you  calculate  the  freight,  commilTion,  and  charges, 
on  the  produ<n:s  of  North  America,  they  amount  to 
half  their  value;  which  is  all  gain  to  Britain,  but 
is  fo  much  dedufled  from  the  income  of  the  colorties. 
From  a  particular  account  of  the  whole  trade  of 
North  America,  too  long  to  be  here  inferted,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  grofs  proceeds,  including  freight  and 
all  charges,  amount  in  value,  to  Britctin,  to  three 
millions  a  year,  when  the  net  proceeds  to  the  planters 
do  not  exceed  a  million  and  a  half:  and  as  thefe 
charges  are  all  paid  by  the  planters,  out  of  the 
firft  produce  of  their  commodities,  thisnation  certainly 
docs  not  enjoy  any  trade  fo  profitable  as  this 
— "  If  we  examine  into  the  circumflances  of  the  in- 
habitants of  our  plantations,  and  our  own,"  fays  a 
very  good   judge  *,  "  it  will  appear,  that  not   one 

fourth 

*  Gcc    on  Trade,  p.  149. 


THE    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  99 

fourth  part  of  their  produd  redounds  to  their  own 
profit. 

"  Thus  the  colonies  which  produce  ftaple  commo- 
dities for  Britain^  are  a  much  greater  advantage  to 
the  nation  than  feems  to  be  apprehended.  They 
pay,  one  with  another,  one  half  of  all  that  they  make, 
for  tranfporting  and  vending  the  reft,  which  is  all  ex- 
pended in  Britain.  By  that  means  you  get  their  all, 
and  cannot  poffibly  have  any  more.     Neither  can  it 

■  be  expeded,  that  any  people  can  ever  be  worth  mo- 
ney in  their  fituation.  Were  they  to  have  the  pro- 
fits only  of  tranfporting  and  vending  their  own  pro- 
duds,  their  income  would  be  double  of  what  it  is; 
but  as  thefe  are  now  all  reaped  by  Britain,  it  is  to 
rob  the  nation  of  its  beft  income,  to  deprive  it  of 
this.  This  is  the  advantage  of  the  colonies,  and  the 
tax  which  they  pay  for  their  prote6lionj  which  muft 
appear  a  very  confiderable  one,  as  it  amounts  to  one 
half  of  all  they  make;  and  is  much  more  advantage- 
ous to  the  nation  than  a  petty  revenue,  which  they 
cannot  poffibly  have  money  to  pay,  as  that  all  centers 
in  Britain. 

"  Befides  this  deduction  on  their  produdls,  and 
the  heavy  duties  upon  them,  the  colonies  pay  all  the 
taxes  of  Britain  on  every  thing  they  confume;  as  it 
is  well  known  all  taxes  fall  on  the  confumers,  who- 
ever rnay  firft  pay  them.  Now,  as  thefe  taxes  on 
Britifh  goods  amount  at  leaft  to  fifty  or  Cixty  per  cent, 
and  the  colonies  pay  fuch  a  great  part  of  what  they 
purchafe  them  with,  is  not  this  much  more  advan- 

V  tageous  to  the  nation  than  a  petty  revenue  ?  Were 
they  to  pay  ioo,oooL  in  taxes,  they  muft  fupply  them- 
felves  with  manu failures  to  that  value;  this  would 
eftablifh  manufaftures  among  them ;  the  public  would 
Jo,fe  the  tajjes  and  duties  on  thefe  goods;    the  mer- 
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chants  their  profits,  and  the  nation  the  benefit  of  the 
trade  and  navigation:  which  lofTes  would  amount 
to  twice  or  thrice  as  much  as  the  tax.  And  this  lofs 
would  fall  much  heavier  on  the  landed  intereft  than 
the  mercantile;  the  profits  of  the  merchants  in  the 
trade  to  North  America  are  but  fmall :.  they  are  rec- 
koned not  to  exceed  ten  per  cent,  but  allowing  them 
to  be  twenty-five  p^r  cent,  the  other  feventy-five  is 
expended  on  the  manufaftures  of  the  kingdom,  and 
chiefly  fuch  as  are  made  of  Britilh  materials,  which 
are  all  gain  to  the  land-owners.  Let  not  the  landed 
gentlemen  therefore  expeft  to  relieve  the  burdens 
on  their  eftates,  by  taxes  on  the  colonies;  that  is  a 
certain  way  to  entail  their  taxes  on  them  and  their 
pofterity  for  ever,  and  render  them  unable  to  bear 
the  burden.  They  mufl  then  pay  their  taxes  them- 
felves,  inftead  of  having  them  paid  by  the  colonies, 
who  confume  the  produce  of  their  lands,  and  employ 
their   tradcfmen  whp  are  maintained  on  tl^e  land." 


Chap. 
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Chap.     III. 


An  account  of  the  firji  Jettlements  in  New-England— ' 
their  hardjhips — their  progrejs — their  religion  and 
churches — Majfachujetts   charter — Harvard    college^ 


r^\ 


.S  in  the  coiirfe  of  this  hiftory,  many  arguments 
will  arife,  concerning  the  rights  of  the  colonifts,  and 
the  principles  of  the  Englifh  government,  with  re- 
gard to  them;    it  may  be  necefTary,   after  we  have 
hinted  a  few  reafons  of  the  prefent  conteft,  to  give 
fome  account  of  the  origin  of  thefe  colonies,  with 
v/hich  we  are  now  contending.     Whether  all  the  ac- 
counts of  the   ancients  concerning  the  peopling  of 
America  are  apocryphical  or  true,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  affirm   or  deny.     At  fo  great  a  diftance  from   the 
original  of  a  people,  fo  far  leparated  from  the  reft  of 
the  world,  many  things  that  have  been  written  are  un- 
known, many  things  are  uncertain,  and  very  few  that 
can  be  fully  depended  upon  as  matters  of  fact.    From 
fome  circumftances  acknowledged  by  creditable  wri- 
ters, it  is  highly  probable  that  there  were  parts  of 
America  inhabited  by  Britons,   three  hundred  years 
before  the  Spaniards  knew  any  thing  of  thefe  weftern, 
parts.     Modern  writers,  by  adopting  a   new  theory' 
of  hiftory,  have  by  one  dafti  of  the  pen,  ftruck  out 
all  the  very  ancient  accountsof  nations,  and  their  man- 
ners as  fabulous;   and  at  once  freed  themfelves  both 
of  the  truth  and  falfehood  of  ancient  records.     The 

authority 
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authority  of  Diodorus  SiailuSy  Plato^  and  others,   are 
now  confidered  as  mere  dreams,  and  the  more  mo- 
dern accounts  of  Spanilh  and  Portugucfe  Papifts  re- 
ceived as  the  data  ,ai}d  firft  principles  of  American 
hiftory.     Columbus  is  in  general  allowed  to  be  the 
firft  difcovererof  America     in    thefe    latter   times, 
though  De  la  Vaga  informs  uSj  that  one  SancheZy  a 
native  of  He  ha  j  in  Spain,  diicovered  thefe  regions  be- 
fore him.     It   was  in  the  year  1492  that  Columbus 
entered  upon  his  enterprize,  and  difcovered  the  nor- 
thern parts  of  America;  and  in  1497  that  Americus^ 
Vefputius  difcovered  the  fouthern  parts.     In  this  fame 
year,  the  two  Cabots,  the  father  and  fon,  \inder  the" 
commifTion  of  King  Henry  the  feventh,   made  further 
difcoveries  than  either  Columbus  or  Americus^   for 
■which  they  were  highly  honoured   by  the  king  of 
England.    What  gives  the  preference  to  the  two  Eng- 
fifhmen,    above   the  Genoefe  and  the   Florentine  is' 
tliat  the  Britons  difcovered  the   continent,  when   the, 
others  only  difcovered  fome  iflands,  and  did  not  dif- 
cover  the  main  land  till  an  year  after  it  had  been  dif- 
covered by  the  Cabots.     Americus  came  after  them 
both,  and  gave  a  name  to  the  whole  weftern  world, 
to  which  as  a  difcoverer,  he  was  no  ways  entitled. 
It  was  in  confequence  of  the  difcoveries  which  the  Ca- 
hois  made,  that  after  adventurers  in  England,  made 
their  acquaintance  with  the  weftern  parts  of  the  globe. 
Moft  of  the  attempts  to    fettle  colonies   in  America 
were    unfuccefsful    at   firft,    which  happened   either 
through    tlie   ignorance  of  the  adventurers,  or  the 
treachery  of  fome  particular  perfons  among  them ;  who, 
far  feififh  and  intcrefted  purpofes,  betrayed  the   truft 
repofed  in  them.     Sir  Walter  Raliegh,  Willoughby, 
Erobiftier,  Gilbert,  and  Gofnold,  made-   feveral  bold 
and  unfuccefsful  attempts  before  they  fucceeded,  and 

their 
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their  iitmoft  eltorts  proceeded  little  farther  than  to 
difcover  the  poflibility  of  fettling  colonies  in  thofe 
parts  of  the  f/orld.  The  greateft  part  of  the  weftern 
continent,  t'Owards  the  north,  was  called  at  lirft  Vir- 
ginia, either  becanfe  the  firft  white  perfon  that  was 
born  there  was  a  female,  or  in  honour  df  the  Queen 
of  England,  under  whofe  fanction  they  had  made  the 
difcovery.  This  country  was  at  firft  diflinguifhed  by 
the  names  of  North  and  South  Virginia,  till  Captain 
Smith j  iri  the  year  1614;  by  prefenting  a  map  of 
North  Virginia  had  its  name  changed  to  that  of  New- 
England. 

The  violence  of  the  Laudean  party  in  England  in 
a  great  meafure  promoted  the  population  of  America: 
and  without  any  defign  of  advancing  the  interefts  of 
adventurers,  gave  exigence  to  fchemes  that:  planted 
an  Engliih  race  of  people  fn  the  wilds  of  the  welt. 
Iri  the  year  1620,  fome  ptrfdns,  who  at  that  time 
Avere  called  Puritans,  to  avoid  the  violence  of  reli- 
gious perfecution  fied  to  Holland,  and  fettled  at  Ley- 
den,  where  thev  v/ere  allowed  the  free  exercifc  of 
their  religion.  After  they  had  continued  there  for 
fome  years,  they  began  to  find  a  lukewarmnefs  of 
temper,  and  calloufnefs  of  difpofition  gradually  en- 
creafc  upon  them,  and  were  afraid,  that  by  conflant 
intercoUrfe  with  the  lukewarm  Dutchmen,  their  po- 
llerity  would  in  procefs  of  time  lofe  all  that  zeal  which 
they  thought  neceffary  to  fupport  that  form  of  reli- 
gion they  approved  of.  Their  children  had  married 
into  Dutch  families,  and  their  congregation  began  to 
decline:  they  therefore  proje(5ted  the  fchcme  of  emi- 
gration to  America,  chiefly  with  a  defign  to  plant  a 
church  according  to  that  form  which  they  had  now 
fct  up  in  Holland.  This  congregation  of  Chrifdans 
were  called  Independents,  becaufe  they  maintained 

that 
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that  congregational  churches  are  independent  on  all 
Epifcopal  or  Prefbyterian  jurifdiftion,  and  held  that 
profefled  believers  of  the  Gofpel,  uniting  in  the  faith 
and  woriliip  of  the  new  Tellament,  have  ajuft  right 
to  exercife  all  religious  difcipline  within  their  congre- 
gation, without  being  accountable  to  any  foreign  ju- 
rifdi(5tion.  After  much  deliberation,  it  was  refolved 
that  the  younger  part  (hould  go  and  fettle  in  America, 
under  the  proteflion  of  the  King  of  England,  where 
they  might  enjoy  the  liberty  of  their  confciences,  and 
be  capable  of  encouraging  their  friends  and  country*- 
men  to  follow  them. 

They  fent  their  agents  into  England,  and  ob- 
tained a  patent  from  the  crown,  and  agreed  with 
feveral  merchants  to  become  adventurers  in  the 
undertaking.  Several  members  of  the  church,  over 
whom  the  famous  Mr  Robinfon  was  paftor,  fold 
their  eftates,  and  made  a  common  bank,  with  which 
they  purchafed  a  fmall  Ihip  of  fixty  tons,  and  hired 
another  of  one  hundred  and  eighty.  The  agents  fail- 
ed into  Holland  with  their  own  fliip,  to  take  in  as 
many  of  the  congregation  as  were  willing  to  embark, 
while  the  other  veffel  was  freighting  with  all  necef- 
fiiries  for  the  new  plantation.  All  things  being  ready, 
Mr  Robinfon  kept  a  day  of  fading  and  prayer  with 
his  congregation,  and  took  his  leave  of  the  adven- 
turers with  the  following  exhortation: 

*  Brethren,  we  are  now  quickly  to  part  from  one 

*  another,  and  whether  I  may  ever   live  to  fee  your 

*  faces  on  earth  any  more,  the  God  of  heaven  only 

*  knows:   but  whether  the  Lord  has  appointed  that 
'  or  no,  I   charge  you   before  God,  and  his  blefied 

*  angels,  that  ye  follov/  me  no  farther  than  you  have 

*  feen  me  follow  the  Lord  Jefus  Ciirift. 

*  Jf  God  reveal  any  thing  to  you  by  any  other  in- 

*  ftrument 
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*  ftrument  of  his,   be  as  ready  to  receive  it  as   ever 

*  you  were  to  receive  any  truth  by  my  miniftry ;  for 
'  I  am  verily  perfuaded,  the  Lord  has  more  truth 
^  yet  to  break  forth  out  of  his  holy  word.  For  my 
'  part,  I  cannot  fufficiently  bewail  the  condition  of 
'  the  reformed  churches,  who  are  come  to  a  period 

*  in  religion,   and  will  go  at  prefent  no  farther  than 

*  the  inftruments  of  their  reformation.  The  Lu- 
'  therans  cannot  be  drawn  to  go  beyond  what 
'  Luther  fawj  whatever  part   of  his   will  our    God 

*  has  revealed    to    Calvin,  they  will   rather  die  than 

*  embrace  it;  and   the  Calvinifts,  you  fee,  ftick  fail; 

*  where  they  were  left    by  that   great  man  of  Godj 

*  who  yet  faw  not  all  things.  ' 

'  This  is  a  mifery  much  to  be  lamented,  for  though 
'  they  v/ere  burning  and  Ihining  lights  in  their  times, 
'  yet   they  penetrated  not  into  the  whole  council  of 

*  God,  but  were  they  now  living,  would  be  as  willing 
'  to  embrace  further  light  as  that  which  they   firil 

*  received.     I  befeech  you,   remember  it  is  an  article 

*  of  our  church  covenants,  that  you  be  ready  to  receive 

*  whatever  truths  Ihall  be  made  known  to  you  from 
'  the  v/ritten  v/ord  of  God.  Remember  that,  and 
'  every    other   article  of  your  facred   covenant.     But 

*  I  muft  here  withal  exhort  you,  to  take  heed  what 
^  you  receive   as   truth,    examine  it,  confider  it*   and 

*  com.pare  it  with  other  fcriptures  of  truth,  before  you 

*  receive  itj  for  it  is  not  pofTible  that  the  chriilian 

*  world  fliould  come  fo  lately  out  of  fuch  thick  anti- 

*  chriftian  darknefs,  and  that  perfeftion  of  knowledge 
'  fhould  break  forth  at  once.' 

On  the  lirft  of  July,  the  adventurerr,  went  from 
Leyden  to  Delfthaven,  wliither  Mr.  Robiiifon  and  the 
ancients  of  the  congregation  accompanied  thsm  ;  they 
'\'ol.  I.  O  continued 
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continued  together  all  night,  and  next  morningj  after 
mutual  embraces,  Mr  Robinfon  kneeled  down  on  the 
fea-fhore,  and  with  a  fervent  prayer,  committed  them 
to  the  protedrion  and  blefTmg  of  heaven.  The  ad- 
venturers were  about  one  hundred  and  twenty,  who 
having  joined  their  other  fhip,  failed  for  New-Eng- 
land on  the  fifth  of  Augull;  but  one  of  their  veffels 
proving  leaky,  they  left  it,  and  embarked  in  one  vef- 
fel,  which  arrived  at  Cape  Cod  on  the  ninth  of  No- 
vember, one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty.  Sad 
was  the  condition  of  thefe  poor  men,  who  had  winter 
before  them  and  no  accommodations  on  land  for 
their  entertainment:  moft  of  them  were  in  a  weak 
and  fickly  condition  with  the  voyage,  but  there  was 
no  remedy  :  they  therefore  manned  their  long-boat,, 
and  having  coafted  the  fliore,^  at  length  found  a  to- 
lerable harbour,  where  they  landed  their  effefts,  and 
on  the  twenty-fifth  of  December,  began  to  build  a 
ftore-houfe,  and  fome  fmall  cottages  to  preferve  them 
from  the  weather.  Their  company  was  divided  into 
nineteen  families,  each  family  having  an  allotment  of 
land  for  lodging  and  gardens,  in  proportion  to  the 
numberofperfons  of  which  it  confifted;  and  to  pre- 
vent difputes,  the  fituation  of  each  family  was  decided 
by  lot.  They  agreed  likewife  upon  fome  laws  for 
their  civil  and  military  government,  and  having  cho-  ; 
ferv  a  governor j>  they  called  the  place  of  their  fettle- 
ment  by  the  name  of  New  Plymouth. 

Thefe  new  planters  underwent  great  hardfhips 
when  they  firft  went  over,  and  many  of  them  died 
through  the  fatigues  of  their  voyage,  and  a  dillcmper 
which  raged  among  them.  Their  friends  in  England 
fent  them  fupplies,  and  not  withftanding  all  difficulties 
they  maintained  their  ftation,  and  laid  the  foundation  - 
of  one  of  tlie  noblefl  fettlements  in  America  j   which  1 

has 
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lias  proved  an  afylum  to  many  Non-conformifts  fince 
that  time. 

In  the  firft  fpring  after  thefe  new  fettlers  had  wea- 
thered out  a  fevere  winter,  when  they  began  to  look 
after  what  things  were  neceflary  for  their  further  fof- 
tenance,  they  were  fuddenly  furprifed  withj  the  ap- 
pearence  of  two  Indians,  who,  in  broken  Englifli, 
bad  them  welcome.  One  of  thefe  Indians,  had  been 
acquainted  withfome  of  the  Engliih  who  had  been  fifh- 
ing  on  the  eaftern  parts  of  New-England,  and  the  o- 
ther  had  been  feduced  by  a  fnipmafter  aboard  his  vef- 
fel,  and  carried  to  Europe,  with  fome  others,  and 
there  fold  a  flave,  but  had  made  his  efcape  to  Eng- 
land, out  of  Spain,  and  become  fervant  to  one  Mr 
Slany,  from  whom  he  had  found  a  way  to  return  to 
his  own  country.  This  Indian's  name  was  Squanto. 
He  performed  many  good  offices  to  this  infant  colo- 
ny, and  inftrufted  them  how  to  plant  Indian  corn,  and 
made  them-  acquainted  with  one  of  the  principal 
Sachems  in  the  country,  who  came  with  fome  of  his 
people  from  a  great  diftance  to  pay  them  a  vifit,  enter- 
ed into  a  league  with  them,  and  became  fubjefts  of 
Engrland.     Hiftorians  inform  us  of  a  ftrano-e  device 

o  o 

that  this  Squanto  obferved,  to  bring  the  Sachems 
and  Indians  into  friendfhip  with  the  colonifts,  and  un- 
der the  government  of  the  Englifh.  He  perfuaded 
them  that  the  King  of  England  kept  the  plague  lock- 
ed up  in  a  cellar,  and  could  let  it  out  when  he  plea- 
fed,  to  deftroy  them  all.  This  had  a  great  effect  up- 
on the  apprehenfions  of  thofe  ignorant  favages,  who 
.had  feen  the  greatefl  part  of  their  neighbours  a  few- 
years  before  fwept  away  by  a  mod  terrible  plague. 
This  friendly  flratagem  of  Squanto  was  a  happy  means 
of  preferving  this  infant  colony,  and  was  by  the  pi- 
Q.us  and  religious  people  of  thofe  times,  confidered 

O  2  as 
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as  a  fpecial  interpofition  of  providence  in  their  fa- 
vour. 

In  the  midft  of  many  trials,  dangers,  and  difap- 
pointmentSjthofecolonifts  continued  to fupport  them- 
felves,  and  maintain  their  religion,  as  their  circumftan- 
ces  would  permit,  till  a  company  ofgentlemen  in  Eng- 
land gave  them  further  relief  and  afllftance. 

From  the  time  that  the  firft  adventurers  went  over 
to  America,  the  loffes  that  thofe  at  home  had  fuftain- 
ed  in  their  fubftance  in  fupporting  them,  made  them 
turn  fick  of  thofe  adventures.  But  there  were  other 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  were  ready  to  engage 
in  this  caufe,  and  obtained  a  new  grant,  1620,  of  all 
the  country  between  the  latitudes  40  and  4S,  and  had 
a  patent  made  out  to  them,  under  the  title  of  "  the 
Council  eflablifhed  at  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  De-. 
von,  for  the  planting,  ruling,  ordering,  and  govern- 
ing, of  New-England  in  America,  their  heirs  and  af- 
figns."  This  afterwards  received  the  name  of  the 
grand  Plymouth  Patent. 

Mr  White,  a  clergyman  of  Dorchefter,  having  pro- 
jefted  a  fcheme  of  a  new  fettlement  and  afylum 
for  ejedted  minifters,  entered  into  a  treaty  with  thefc 
new  patentees.  In  confequence  of  this,  the  council 
of  Plymouth,  by  a  deed  under  their  common  feal, 
gave,  granted,  bargained,  and  fold  to  Henry  Bofwell, 
and  five  others,  gentlemen  of  Dorfet(hire,  their  heirs 
andafTio-ns,  and  their  afibciates  forever,  all  that  part 
of  New-England  therein  defcribed,  at  the  bottom  of 
a  certain  bay  there,  commonly  called  MaiTachufetts 
bay.  In  this  deed,  there  was  granted,  all  rights,  ju- 
rifdidions,  royalties,  liberties,  freedoms,  immunities, 
privileges,  franchifes,  pre-eminences,  and  commodities 
whatfoevcr,  which  they  themfelves  had  or  might  ex- 
ercife,  or  enjoy  within   the  l^iid  lands.     Some  yea/s 

after 
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after  this  company  was  joined  with  feveral  gentle- 
men   in    London,    the  principal    of  whom  was  Sir 
Richard  Saltonftall,  and  a  new  draught  of  the  former 
patent  was  made  out,  and  the  names  of  the  new  ad- 
venturers  inferted  in  it.     It  was  confirmed   by   the 
King,  and  pafled  the  feals  March  4th  1628.     By  the 
royal  charter,  this  company  was  created  a  corporation, 
and  had  governors  and  afliftants  appointed,  and  were 
impowered  to  chufe  annually  their  fuccelTors  upon  the 
firlt  day  of  Eafter  term.     They  accordingly  met,  and 
for  the  firft  time,  on  the  13th  of  May  1628,  chofe  a 
governor,  deputy- governor,  and  eighteen  afliftants. 
At  this  time  the  court  agreed  that  every  one  of  the 
company  who  fliould  fubfcribe  50I.  fhould  have  200 
acres  of  land  for  their  dividend,   and  in  proportion 
for  a  greater  fum.     A  lift  of  the  names  of  fubfcribers, 
and  the  fums  fubfcribed,  was  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  En- 
dicot,  v/hom  they  had  juft  a  little   before  fen t  over 
us  governor   in   the  plantation.     This  was   the  firft 
royal  charter,  and  the  original  of  fettling  the  Maflfa- 
chufetts  bay.     This  company  was  formed  upon  a  plan 
fimilar  to  that  of  the  Eaft-India  company.     The  gen- 
tlemen who  formed   this  company   were  refident  in 
England,  and  chofe  their  governor,  deputy-governor, 
and  afliftants  out  of  their  own  body,  refident  among 
themfelyes,  and  then  fent  out  a  perfon  under  their  au- 
thority, as  governor,  to  difpofe  of  the  new  fettlement. 
The  firft  of  thefe  was  Mr.  Endicot,  whom  they  fent 
away  as  foon  as  the  charter  was  executed,  to  take  care 
of  the  colony,   and  to  prevent  the  new  fettlers  from 
returning  home,  who  were  in   great  diftrefs,  and  in- 
tended to  have  returned  to  England. 

Among  the  feveral  debates  concerning  the   nature 
of  charters,  it  has  never  been  yet  fairly  determined, 
whether  fuch  royal  patents,  granted  for  ever^  to  cor- 
porate 
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porate  bodies,  fulfilling  the  conditions  of  their  ciiiir- 
ters>  can  be  diflblved  at  the  pleafure  of  the  Icgiflature, 
The  only  difficulty  concerning  this  charter  is,  whether 
after  the  company  removed  from  Old-England  to 
New-England,  the  a6ts  and  proceedings  of  that  com- 
pany had  the  fame  force  as  before?  Reafon  and  juf- 
tice  will  readily  determine  this  point  in  the  affirmative; 
but  what  it  may  be  as  a  point  of  law,  I  will  not  affirm. 
If  the  fovereign  has  a  right  to  grant  charters,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  the  empire,  one  charter  mud  be  as 
good  as  another;  and  if  an  a6t  of  parliament  be 
jiecefTary  to  make  them  legal  and  certain,  then  all  the 
charters  of  incorporated  bodies  muft  have  that  fanc- 
tion,  otherwife  they  are  not  good  tenures  for  any 
privileges.  It  would  appear  that  the  above-mention- 
ed charter  was  a  charter  to  hold  lands  within  certain 
latitudes,  and  to  authorife  thefe  fettlers  to  chufe  a 
governor  and  affiilants.  From  whence  it  is  natural 
to  infer,  that  it  gave  them  authority  within  thofedif- 
tri6ls,  when  the  inhabitants  fliould  encreafe,  to  en- 
treafe  the  number  of  affiftants;  or  at  leafl:  to  grant 
to  all  who  fliould  incorporate  with  them,  according 
to  the  intention  of  the  grant,  the  fanie  privileges,  ac- 
cording to  their  charters,  as  members  of  the  corpora- 
tion. Thefe  adventurers  did  not  intend  to  fet  up 
any  independent  government,  but  meant  to  continue 
members  of  the  Britiffi  empire ;  but  they  certainly 
believed  that  their  removing  fromcone  place  of  the 
empire  to  another,  did  not  deprive  them  of  that  pri- 
vilege which  other  fubjefls  of  the  fovereign  enjoyed. 
^Vhen  they  purchafcd  lands  under  the  fanction  of  their 
charter,  they  did  not  imagine  that  they  were  not  their 
own,  but  might  be  taken  from  them  at  the  pleafure  of 
the  Britilh  legiflature  without  their  confent.  They 
certainly  underftood  that  their  eflates  were  freeholds, 

held 
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held  upon  condition  of  their  fulfilling  the  allegiance 
to  the  (bvereign  implied  in  their  charter,  and  that  no 
power  in  Britain  could  take  them  from  them,  with- 
out manifeft  injuftice,  and  breach  of  faith.  As  to  the 
difference  between  Old  and  New-England,  freeholds, 
lawyers  and  cafuifts  may  have  much  to  fay;  but  by 
tracing  matters  to  their  original,  it  will  be  found  thar 
the  greateltpart  of  thofe  eftates  called  freeholds,  and 
the  tenures  of  corporations,  are  only  founded  upon 
the  grants  of  princes,  and  the  charters  of  fovereigos. 
When  royal  charters  are  granted,  which  are  under- 
ftood  to  give  a  title  to  certain  privileges  of  freedom; 
it.  is  alfo  underllood  that  this  freedom  is  the  fame  in 
all  parts  of  the  fame  empire;  and  that  though  ther^ 
is  no  new  government  granted,  yet  all  the  new  privi- 
ledged  fubjedls  have  as  good  a  right  as  the  old  ones^, 
to  enjoy  the  fame  freedom.  The  coionifts,  by  going 
to  America,  were  not  freed  from  the  jurifdiclion  of 
the  Britifh  parliament,  nor  did  they  pretend  to  any 
fuch  libertvi  but  they  imagined  that  when  they  were 
made  free  by  charter,  that  a  foundation  was  laid,  for 
their  having  fome  fhare  in  the  legiflature.  All  ads  of 
parliament  are  certainly  binding  upon  every  part  of 
the  empire;  but  this  arifes  from  either  an  exprefled 
or  implied  reprefentation  of  the  fubjeftsin  parliamenr: 
and  though  the  king  cannot  give  a  charter  to  abolifii 
adts  of  parliament,  he  may,  notwithftanding,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws,  give  a  new  qualification  to  fubjefts, 
to  make  them  part  of  the  fame  legiflature.  The 
coionifts  who  v/ere  freem.en  of  tlie  empire,  v/ere  bound 
by  the  laws  thereof;  but  in  fo  far  as  they  were  free- 
men, they  were  alfo  entitled  to  a  fhare  in  the  legifla- 
ture; to  refufe  thgm  the  latter,  would  be  loofing  them 
from  all  obligation  to  the  former,  or  fu bjefting  them 

to 
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to  an  arbitrary  power,  againft  which  they  had  no  re-^ 
medy. 

The  firft  colonifts  feem  to  have  had  but  very  indiffer- 
ent ideas  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  ;  for  the  colony 
of  Maffachufetts  bay  confined  their  civil  liberty  to 
their  church-members,  and  permitted  none  to  a 
ihare  in  their  government,  who  were  not  joined  mem- 
bers in  their  congregations.  And  with  regard  to  re- 
ligious freedom,  they  were  exceedingly  narrow  minded, 
and  inftead  of  tolerating  people  of  different  fentiments, 
they  perfecuted  the  innocent  Quakers  with  unrelent- 
ing rigour.  They  were,  no  doubt,  much  fretted 
and  chagrined  in  their  tempers,  with  the  ufage  they 
had  met  with  in  their  own  country  -,  and  had  imbibed 
the  temper  of  the  times,  which  was  very  far  from 
being  mild.  It  does  not  appear  that  their  profeffed 
principles  taught  them  the  praflices  they  founded 
upon  them,  but  their  behaviour  was  rather  a  per- 
verfion  of  their  principles.  They,  through  long  op- 
preffion,  had  acquired  fournefs  of  temper,  and  a 
folemnity  of  manners,  of  which  their  religion  and 
whole  behaviour  was  feafoned  j  fo  that  their  religion 
was  more  under  the  government  of  their  manners, 
than  became  the  purity  of  their  profeffion.  The  peo- 
ple were  much  to  be  blamed,  though  their  religion 
deferves  commendation.  It  was  a  boifterous  asfe  in 
which  they  lived,  and  it  could  not  well  be  expefted 
that  men  who  had  fuffered  fo  many  hardfhips  and  fe- 
verities  would  be  exceeding  mild  in  their  tempers. 

The  people  who  at  this  time  emigrated  to  America, 
were  generally  of  two  forts  :  fuch  as  fled  from  perfe- 
cution,  on  account  of  their  religion  ;  and  fuch  as  were 
influenced  by  the  love  of  worldly  advantage:  Thefe, 
as  their  motives  were  different,  frequently  purfued 
different  meafures  to   obtain  their  ends.     But  every 

reader 
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reader  of  their  hiftory  mufl  confefs  that  an  unanimity 
was  maintained  beyond  what  could  have  been  expeft- 
ed,  in  fuch  fingular  circumftances.  The  force  of 
religion  was  fuch  a  bond  of  union  in  the  minds  of  the 
majority,  that  amidfb  all  the  various  jarrings  and  con- 
tentions which  happened  among  them,  they  never 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  come  to  any  confiderable  rup- 
ture. They  bore  one  another's  infirmities,  and  over- 
looked many  faults,  which  in  ordinary  cafes  they  would-- 
not  have  done ;  their  mutual  hardfhips  cemented  them 
together,  and  made  them  lliew  compaffion  to  each 
other  as  llrangers  in  a  foreign  land. 

After  the  government,  together  with  their  firft 
charter,  was  removed  from  England  to  the  colony, 
they  began  to  increafe  exceedingly  fafl ;  •  perfons  of 
rank  and  fortune  not  only  patronized  them,  but  bore  ' 
them  company  into  the  v/ildernefs  of  America.  The 
Lady  Arabella  Johnfton,  and  feveral  others  of  rank 
and  condition,  forfook  their  own  native  home,  and 
crofTed  the  Atlantic,  where  they  might  enjoy  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion.  Their  governor,  John 
Wintrop  Efq  ;  and  their  deputy-governor,  Thomas 
Dudley,  Efq  ;  were  men  of  character  and  abilities, 
who  did  not  leave  England  for  the  fake  of  gain,  but 
to  maintain  a  good  confcience  :  they  poffefled  all  the 
enjoyments  in  their  native  country  that  moft  people 
are  fond  of,  but  they  wanted  liberty  of  confcience, 
which  is  one  of  the  greateft  enjoyments.  They  there- 
fore committed  their  lives  and  their  fortunes  to  the 
mercy  of  v/inds  and  feas,  for  the  hope  of  enjoying 
liberty  in  a  country  they  never  faw,  and  where  they 
could  promjfe  themfelvi^s  nothing  but  hardfhips  and 
difficulties.  A  fleet  of  eleven  fhips,  of  which  the  Ara- 
bella was  the  admiral's  fnip,  a  vefTel  of  three  hundred 
and  fiftv  tons,  landed  fafe  in  New-En9:landin  the  mid- 
die  of  July  1630.  Two  thoufand  pafTengers  came 
Vol.  I.      '       ^  P  over 
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over  in  this  fleet,  carrying  with  them  as  much  of  their 
fortunes  as  they  could  command,  with  all  things  they 
thought  necelTary  for  the  climate  in  which  they  de- 
figned  to  fettle. 

Soon  after  their  arrival,  Lady  Arabella  died  of  a 
dillemper  which   fhe   had   contracted    in    the    voy- 
age, to  the  great  grief  of  her  friends,  and  of  the  co- 
loniftsj  and  many  of  the  company  were  likewife  car- 
ried off  by  defcafes  common  to  the  climate.     There 
\vere  two  things  which  at   this    time  alarmed  them- 
greatly;  fcarcity  of  provifions  and  fear  of  the  Indi- 
ans; Icorching  droughts  had  in  a  great  meafure  con- 
fumed  the  fruits  of  the  ground;  fo  that  the  neceffa- 
ries  of  life  became  exceedingly  fcarce,  and  the  whole 
colony  were  in  danger  of  perilhing.     From  this  fear 
they  were  happily  delivered,  by  the  arrival  of  feve- 
ral  iliips  from  Ireland,  laden  with  various  forts  of  pro- 
vifions, which  fupplied  their  neceflity  for  the  prefent, 
till  more  fupplies  could  be  provided.     The  fame  pro- 
vidence that  delivered  them  from  the  dread  of  famine, 
removed  alfo  their  other  ground   of  fear,     A   molt 
dreadful  plague,   together  with  the  fmall  pox,  had 
fwept  away  nine  out  of  ten  of  die  natives,   fo  that 
the  few  that  remained,  fled  from  the  infedlion,  to  more 
diftant  places  of  the   country.     Thefe  new  fettlers 
afccr  their  arrival,  did  not  confider  the  patent  of  the 
King  to  be  afufficient  title  to  give  them  pofleflion  of 
the  lands  of  the  ori2;inal  natives;  thev  therefore,  before 
they  pretended  to  poiTefs  any  tradls  of  ground,  made  a 
lawful  purchafe  thereof  from  the  true  proprietors  and 
paid  them  a  price  for  what  they  afterwards  polfeficd. 
To  rcafon,  it  is  an  high  aoPdrdity,  for  a  king  of  Bri- 
tain, or  any  other  fovereign,  to  preijend  to  give  char- 
ters of  right  to  other  people's  poflefllons,   becaufe 
fome  of  their  fubjects,  when  fcampering   round  the 
globe,  Ihouid  chance  to  fee  their  country  as  they  are 

pafTing 
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paffing  along.     With  as  much  juftlce  might  fome  o- 
ther  nations  grant  charters  to  their  rubje<fls,  of  pofief- 
.    fions  in  England  and  France,  becaufe  fome  adventur- 
ers  of  their  nations  happened    to   fail  along    their 
coaftsj  as  the  people  in  England   and   France  grant 
charters  to  their  fubje6ls  in   America.     It  was  a  fair 
acknowledgement  of  thofe  fettlers,  that  they  did  not 
believe  their  charters  gave  them  a  lawful  title,  wheh 
they  purchafed  their  lands   from  the   natives  of  the 
country;  and  it  is  certainly  no   more  than  an  a6t  of 
juftice,  which  all  nations  Ihould  obferve  towards  thofe 
that  are  giving  them  no  trouble,  to  purchafe  what  they 
mean  to  pofTefs  in  their  country.     If,  after  they  have 
made  their  purchafe,  they  intend  to  hold  of  their  na- 
tive country   as  fubjeds  for  protetbion,   they  ought 
undoubtedly  to  pay  the  ordinary  refpefts  due   to   its 
government,  and  enjoy  the  common  rights  of  others   • 
of  the  community.      A  charter    can    never  lawfully 
proceed  any  farther  than  a  promife  of  projtecbion  of 
thofe  lawful  pofTeffions  which  the  fubjeds  of  a  govern- 
ment have  acquired  :  for  no  government  can  give   a 
right  to  a  foil  v/hich  does   not  belong  thereto.     It  is 
plain  from  this  obfervation,   that   this   Maffachufetts 
colony  did  not  derive  their  right  of  manorfhip  from 
any  fovereign,  but  frorn  purchafe ;   for  at  no  time 
can  it  be  faid,  that  ever  the  lands  of  the  Indians  be- 
longed to  either  king  or  parliament  of  any  nation  in 
Europe.     Their  charter  affirms  that  they    were    to 
hold  their  title  to  the  foil  in  common,  and  free  foc- 
^  cage,  as  of  the  manor  of  Eaft-Greenwich  in  Kent*, 
K  P  2  but- 

'  *  MASSACHUSETTS  COLONY  CHARTER. 

Whereas  our  moil  deare  and  roy-  given  and  granted  unto  the  Coun- 
■A  tather  King  James otbleffed  me-  eel  elkbiifbed  at  Plymouth  in  the 
mory,  by  his  Highnels's  letters  pa-  county  ot  Devon,  for  the  planting, 
tent,  beareing  date  at  Wellminiler  ruling,  ordering  and  governing  of 
the  third  day  of  November,  in  the  New-England  in  America,  and  to 
eighteenth  year  of  his  reign,  Iraih  their  heirs,   fucceflburs,   and  af- 
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but  how  a  title  could  be  given  to  a  foil  by  thofe  to 
whom  it  did  not  belong,  appears  rather  whimfical 
and  abfurd.  It  may  be  an  amufement  for  lawyers  to 
trifle  with,  butjuftice  and  equity  will  remove  all  fuch 
ideas.  One  would  think  the  colonifts,  though  they 
were  flying  from  oppreflion,  had  at  this  time  very 
mean  ideas  of  jufl:ice  and  liberty,  to  folicit  a  pa- 
tent to  carry  in  their  pockets,  to  a  foreign  country, 
to  claim  a  right  to  other  people's  lawful  poireflions. 
Jt  would  appear  they  faw  the  inconfillency,  and  claim- 
ed 

figns  for  ever:  All  that  part  of  A-    hcreditampnts   and  precinfts,  Teas, 

jnerica  lying  and  being  in  breadth   waters,  fiflilngs,  with   all   and  all 

from  fourry  degrees  of  nbrtherly  manner  their  commodities,  royal- 

latitude  from  the  ef|iiinoxtiaU  line  ties,  liberties,  preheminences,  and 

to  fourty  eight  degrees  of  the  faid  profits  thatfliould  from  thenceforth 

iiortlierly  latitude  inckiiively,  and  arife,  with  all  and  lingular  tlieir  ap- 

in  length  of  and   within   all   the  punenances,   and   every   part  and 

Ineadth  aforefaid  throughout   the  parcel  thereof,  unto  thp  laid  Coun- 

maine  lands  from  iea  to  lea,  toge-   eel,  and   their  fucceffours  and  af- 

ther  alio  wi'.h  all  the  firme   lands,  fignes  for  ever,  to  the  fole  andpro- 

foyles,  grounds,  havens,  ports,  ri-  peruie,  bcnqiit  andbphoof  of  them 

\ers,  waters,    fifliing,    mines  and   the  laid  Councel  ^nd  their  luccef- 

minerallf ,  as  well  royall  mines  qf  fcfs  and  alligns  for  ever :    To  be 

gouki  and  lilvcr,   as   other  mines  houldenofour   faid  moil  dear  and 

>ind    minerallf,    jirecious    llcnes,  royal  hither,  his  heirs  and  luccef- 

quarries,  and  all  and  fingular  other  fors,  as  of  his  manor  of  Eaff-Green- 

commodities,   jurifdittious,   privi-  vvich    in  the  county  of  Kent,  in 

leges,  franchii'es  and  preheminen-   free  and  common  foccage,  and  not 

ces  both  within  the   fiiid  tiad  of  in  Caplte,  nar  by  Knights  fervice. 

latid  upon  the  maine,  and  alio  with-   Yiekhng  and  paying  therefore  to 

in  the  ifiands  and  feas  aO;  ining.   the  faid  late   King,   his   heirs  and 

Provided  always  that  the  faidiflands  fuccclTors  the  fifth  part  of  the  ore 

or  any  the  premiirrs  by  the  faid  of  gould  and   filvcr  which  ihouhi 

letters  patent  iniended  and  .'neant  horn  time  to  time  and  at  all  times 

to  be  giant(:d  were  n'.;t  then  ad ual-   thenaf  ter  happen  to  be  found,  got  - 

ly  polltiicd  or  inhabited  by  any  o-   ten,   had  and  obtained  in,  nr,    or 

ther  chriil^an  prince,  or   ihitc,  nor   vvii'iin  any  of  the  laid  lands,  limit;-, 

within  tlie  b'.'j. ids,  linius  or  ieiri-  territoiies  and  precincts,  or  in  or 

totles  orche  foutheni  colonies  then  within  any  part  or  parcel  thereof, 

bi'fore  granted  by  oi^r  faid  deaie  fn-    for  or  in  rcfpefi;  of  all  and  all  man- 

ther  ro  be  pl.ujieJ  i'v  iuchol  his  lov-   ut-r  of  duties,  demands  and  fervices 

ino  fubje.  -  i.i  ihe  louthern  parts,   whatfuever  to  bedone  made  or  paid 

Toha\e  and.  to  hold,   pciVels  and  to  our  laid  dear   Father    the  late 

enjos  ;".;]  and  lingrd  u-  the  ati>rofnid  King,  his  heirs  and  fucceflorsj  as  in 

.  iuitaicn;,  lur.ds,  terriiDrics,  illands,  and  by  the  faid   letteis  patent  (i- 

mongu 
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€d  no  right  till  they  had  firft  made  a  bargain,  and 
paid  the  purchafe.  Thofe  who  at  prefent  debate  con- 
cerning.  thefe  old  parchments  on  either  fide  of  the 
queftion,  will  never  be  able  to  draw  an  honourable  ' 
conclufion  from  them,  worthy  of  the  true  friends  of  li- 
berty. In  the  hiftory  of  human  nature,  it  is  difficult 
to  find  confiflency,  when  men's  interefts  and  palTions 
become  counfellors  for  their  actions. 

The  charms  of  a  charter  under  the  great  feal  of 
England  wrought  powerfully  upon  perfons  offeveral 

degrees ; 

inongil:  fundry  other  claufes,  pow-  ditamentsvvhatfoever, lying andbe- 

£rs,  privileges,  and  grants  therein  ing  within  the  fpace  ot  th ree.Eng- 

contained)  more  at  large  appeareth.  lifh  miles  to  the  foiithward  of  the 

And   whereas  the  laid  Councel  foiithermofl:  part  of  the  faid  bay 

eftablifhed  at  Plymouth  in  the  coun-  called  Mairachuletts,  alias  Matta- 

ty  of  Devon,  for  the  planting  rul-  chufetts,    alias    Maflatufef  ts   bay, 

ing,    ordering  and   governing    of  and  alfo  all  thofe  lands  and  heredi- 

New-England  in   America,    have  taments  which   lye  and  be  within 

by  their  deed  indented  under  their  the  fpace  of  three  Englifh  miles  to 

common    feal,    bearing   date    the  the  northward  of  the  laid  river  cal- 

nineteenth  day  of  March  laft  paft,  led  Monomack,  alias  Merrimack, 

in  the  third  year  of  our  reign  gi-  or  to  the  northward  of  any  and  e- 

ven,  granted,  bargained,  fold,  en-  very  part  thereof,  and  all  lands  and 

feofted,  aliened  and   confirmed  to  hereditaments    whatfoever,    lying 

Sir    Henry    Rofewell,  Sir   John  within  the  limits  aforefaid,   north 

Young,  knt.   Thomas  Southcott,  and  fouth,  in  latitude  and  breadth, 

John  Humphrey,  John   Endicott  and  in    length   and  longitude,  of 

and  Symon  VVbetcomb,  their  heirs  and  within  all  the  breadth  afore- 

and  aflbciates  forever,  all  that  part  faid,  throughout  the  main  lands, 

of  New- England  in  America  afore-  there  from  the  Atlantic  and  weftern 

faid  which  lieth  and  extendeth  be-  fea  and  ocean  on  the  eaft  part  to  the 

tween  a   great  river  there  called  fouth  fea  on  the  weft  part,  and  all 

Monomack,  alias  Merrimack,  and  lands  and  grounds,    place  and  pla- 

a  certain  other  river  there  called  ces,  foils,  wood  and  wood  grounds, 

Charles  river,   being   the  bottom  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  fifh- 

of  a  certain  bay  there  commonly  ing  and  hereditaments  whatfoever, 

called  Maflachufetts,  alias  Matta-  lying  within  the   faid  bounds,  and    ^ 

chufetts,    alias    Mattatufetts    bay,  limits,  and  every  p;irt  and  pucei 

and  alfo  all  and  fingular  thofe  lands  thereof,  and  alfo  all  iflands  in  Ame- 

and  hereditaments  whatfoever  ly-  rica  aforefaid  in  the  faid  feas  or  ei- 

ing  and  being  within  the  fpace  of  therofthem   on  the  wefterne  or 

three    f'.nglifh  miles  on  the  fouth  eafterne  coafts  or  parts  of  the  faid 

part  of  the  laid  Charles  river,  or  of  traiS^s  of  lands  by  the  faid  indenture 

any  or  every  part  thereof,  and  alfo  mentioned   to  be   given,  granted, 

all  and  lingular  the  lands  and  here-  bargained,  fold,  enfeoffed,  aliened, 

and 
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degrees;  the  diftrefled,  the  religious,  and  the  avari 
cious,  from  different  motives,  flocked  to  New-En o-> 
Jand.  Perfons  defcended  of  ancient  families,  mini- 
fters  of  the  Gofpel,  merchants,  hiifbandmen,  artifi- 
cers, during  the  ipace  of  twelve  years,  went  over  in 
large  bodies  to  fettle  in  America.  The  expence  of 
thofe  emigrations  was  truly  extraordinary;  it  was  com- 
puted that  the  pafTage  of  the  emigrants  coll  at  leall 
ninty  thoufand  pounds;  the  tranfportation  of  the 
firft  fmall  cattle,  bendes  their  price,  coft  twelve  thou- 
fand 

and*  confirmed  or  any  of  them  :   cott,  John  Hiimfre-/,  John  Ende- 
And  alio  all  mines   and  mineralis,  cott  and  Symon  Wiietconib,  their 
as  well  royall   mines  of  gould  and  .heirs  and  affignes,  and  their  aflbci- 
fiiver,  as  other  mines  and  raincralls  ates,  to  the  onlv  proper  and  ablb- 
whatloever   m   the   faid  lands  ana  lute  ule  and  behoof  of  the  faid  Sir 
premsffes  or  any  part  thereof:  and  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  JohnYounge, 
;!ll  junfdiCtions,  rights,  royalties,   Thomas  Southcott,   John   Hum- 
liberties,     freedoms,    immunities,   fr^y,  John  Endecott,  and  Symon 
pnviledges,    franchifes,    prehemi-  Whetcomb,   their    heirs   and   af- 
nences,  and  commodities  whatfo-  ffignes,  and  allbciates for  evermore, 
ever,  which  they  the  faid  Councel  To  be  hoiiluen  ot  us,  our  heirs  and 
eftabhfhed   at   Plymouth,  in   the  fuccellorb,  as  of  our  manorof  Eaft- 
county  of  Devon  l^or  the  planting,   Greenwich  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
ruling,  ordering,  and  governing  of  ia   free  and  common  foccage,  and 
New-England   in    America    then  not  in  Capite,  nor  by  knights  fer. 
had  or  might  ufe,  exercife  or  en-  vice,  yielding  and  paving  therefore 
joy,  in  and  within   the  f-iid  lands  unto  us,  our  heirs   and  fucceiibrs, 
and  premifles  by  the  faid  indenture  the  fifth  part  of  the  oare  of  eould 
mentioned  to  be   given,    granted,  and  hlver  which  (hall  from  time  to 
bargained,    fould,     enfeoffed   and  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter  hap- 
confiimed,  or  ia  or  within  any  part  pen  to  be  found,  gotten,  had  and 
or  parcel  thereof.    To  have  and  to  obtained,  in  any  oV  the  laid  lands 
liould  the  faid  part  of  New-Eug-  within  the  faid  limits,  orinorwith- 
land  in  America,  which  lyeth  and   in  any  parr  thereof,  for  and  in  fa- 
extends  and  is   abutted  as  afore-  tisfaitioa  of  all  manner  of  duties, 
faid,  and   every   part   and    parcel  demands  and  fervices  whatfoever, 
tliereof:   And  all  the  faid   iliands,   to  be  done,  made  or  paid  to  us, 
rivers,   ports,  havens,  waters,  filh-  our  heirs  or  fucceiibrs,  as  in  and  by 
ings,  mines  and  minerals,  jurifdic-  the  faid  recited  indenture  niore  at 
tions,  franchifes,  royalties,   liber-  large  may  appear, 
ties,  privileges,    commodities,  he-       Now  know  ye,  that  we,  at  the 
reditaments  and  premilfes  whatfo-  humble  fuite  and  petition  of  the 
ever,  with  the  appurteninces,  un-   faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
to  the  laid   Sir    ticnry    Rolcwell,    Younge,  Thomas  Southcott,  John 
Sir  John  Younge,  Thomas  South-  Humiiey,  John  Endicott  and  Sy- 

moi\ 
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fand  pounds:  the  provifions  laid  in,  till  more  could  be 
provided,  coft  forty-five  thoul and  pounds:  the  mate- 
rials for  building  their  firfl  cottages,  coft  eighteen 
thoufand  pounds:  their  arms  and  ammunition,  includ- 
ing their  atcillery,  twenty-two  thoufand  pounds. 
Befides  thefe  vafl  fums,  the  adventurers  laid  out  many 
other  confiderable  ones;  and  no  fewer  than  an  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  lliips  were  employed  in  carry- 
ing mei>,  women,  children,  cattle,  and  other  com- 
modities  to  this  new  fettlement.     It  muft  have  been 

an 

n^.on   Whetcomb,   and  of   others  taments  and   commodities  whatfo- 
whoiii  they  have  affceiated   unto  ever  to  them  the   iaid  Sir  Henry 
them,  have,  tor  divers  good  cau-  Rofewell,  Sir  John  YoLin^e,  Tlio- 
I'es  and  confiderations   us    moving  mas  Southcott,   John   Humfrey, 
granted    and    confirmed,    and   by  John  Endicott,  and  Symon  Whet- 
tbele  prefents  of  our  fpecial  grace,  combe,   their  heirs   and  afllgnes, 
certain  knowledge  and  meere  mo-  and  to  their  alTociates  by  the  fald 
tion  do  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  recited  indenture  given,  granted, 
vaid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  bargained,  iould,  enfeoflfed,  alien- 
Younge,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  ed,  and  confirmed,  or  mentioned. 
Hum frey,  John  Endecott,  and  Sy-  or  intended  thereby  to  be  given, 
mon  Whetcombe,  and  to  their  af-  granted,  bargained,  fould,  enfeof- 
iociates  hereafter  named  (videlicet)   fed,  aliened,  and   confirmed.     To 
Sir  Richard  Saltonilall  knt.  Ifaac  have  and  to  hould  the  faid  part  of 
Johnfon,  Samuel   Aiderfey,  John  New-England  in  America  and  o- 
Ven,  Matthew  Craddock,  George  ther  the  premifies  hereby  menti- 
Harward,  Increafe  Nowell,  Rich-  oned  to  be  granted  and  confirmed 
ard  Bellingham, Nathaniel  Wright,   and  every  part  or   parcell    thereof 
Samuel  VafTalljTheophilus  Eaton,  with  the  appurtenances  unto  the 
Thomas   Goffe,  Thomas  Adams,  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
John   Browne,   Samuel    Browne,  Younge,  Sir  Richard   Saltonlbll, 
Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaf-  Thomas   Southcott,    John  Hum- 
fall,  William  Pinchon  and  George  trey,  John  Endecott,Symon Whet- 
Foxcrofit  their  heirs   and  affignes,   combe,  Ifnc  Johnfon,  Samuel  Al- 
u!l  the  faid  part  of  New-England  derfcy,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Crad- 
in*America,  lyeing  and  extending  dock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe 
betweene  the  bounds  and  limits  in  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard 
the  fiid  recited indentureexpreiTed,   Bellingham,    Nathaniel    ^Vj'ight, 
ainl  all  lands  and  grounds,  place  Samuel  Vallall,  Theophikis Eaton, 
and  places,  foyles,  wood  and  wood  Thomas  GoftV,    Thomas   Adams, 
grounds,    havens,     ports,    rivers,  John    Brounc,   Samuel   Browne, 
waters,  mines,  mineralls,  juriidic-  Thomas  Hutchins,  WiliiamVafTall, 
tions,   rights,  royalties,    liberties,   WiHiamPinchon,und George  Fo.x- 
frcedoms,  immunities,  priviledges,  croft,  their  heirs  and  aifignes  for  e- 
frauchifes,prehcm'ncnces,  heicdi-  ver,  to  their  only  proper  and  abfo- 
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an  amazing  impulfe  that  wrought  fo  powerfully  liporf 
fuch  numbers  of  people,  to  make  them  forfake  their  na- 
tive country,  to  go  to  refide  in  the  midft  of  a  wildernefs. 
What  declared  the  principal  defign  or  thofe  emi- 
grants, was  their  practice;  for  they  had  no  fooner 
arrived  in  New-England,  than  they  began  to  purfue 
that  reformation  in  religion,  which  they  had  projected 
before  they  left  their  native  country.  On  Auguft  the 
27th  1630,  they  kept  a  folemn  faft,  and  chofe  a  mi- 

nifter 


lute  ufe  and  behoof  for  evermore. 
To  be  houlden  ot  us  our  heirs  and 
fucceirours  as  of  our  mnnnor  ot 
Eall:  Greenwich  aforefaid  in  free 
and  common  foccaae,  and  not  in 
Capite  nor  by  Knights  fervice,  and 
alfo  yielding  and  paying  therefore 
to  us  our  heirs  and  iucceflburs  the 
fifth  part  only  of  all  oare  of  gould 
and  lilver,  which  from  time  to 
time  and  at  all  times  hereafter  fliall 
be  there  gotten,  had  or  obtained, 
ior  all  fervices,  exaftions  and  de- 
mands wh;^tfoevcr,  according  to 
the  tenure  and  refervation  in  the 
faid  recited  indenture  ercprefled. 

And  further  know  ye,  that  of 
our  more  efpeciall  grace,  certain 
knowledge  and  meere  motion,  we 
have  given  and  granted,  and  by 
thefe  prefents  do  for  us,  our  heirs, 
and  fucceflbrs  give  and  grant  unto 
the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  .Sir 
John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Sal- 
tonftall,  Thomas  Southcott,  John 
Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Simon 
Whetcomb,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samu- 
el Alderley,  John  Ven,  Mattliew 
Craddock,  George  Harwood,  In- 
xieafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry, 
Richard  Bellingham,  Nathaniel 
Wrig;ht,  Samuel  Vaflkll,TheDphi- 
lus  Eaton,  Thomas  Gofte,  Tho- 
mas Adams,  John  Browne,  Samu- 
el Biowne,  'I'ho.  Hutchins,  Wm. 
Pinchou,  and  George  Foxcrolt, 
fheij  heirs   and   affignes,   al!  thr.i 


part  of  New-England,  in  America 
which  lies  and  extends  between  a 
great  river  there  commonly  called 
Monomack  river,  and  a  certain  o- 
ther  river  there  called  Charles  ri- 
ver, being  in  the  bottom  of  a  cer- 
tain bay  there  commonly  called 
MafTachufetts,  alias  Mattachufets, 
alias  Mafiatuftts  bay,  and  alfo  all 
and  fingular  thofe  lands  and  here- 
ditaments whatfoever  lying  within 
the  fpace  of  three  Englifh  miles  on 
the  Ibuth  part  of  the  faid  river  cal- 
led Charles  river,  or  of  any  or  eve- 
ry part  thereof,  and  alfo  all  and  lin- 
gular the  lands  and  hereditaments 
whatfoever  lyeing  and  being  with- 
in the  fpace  of  three  Englifh  miles 
to  the  fouthward  of  the  fouther- 
moft  part  of  the  faid  bay  called 
Maflachufetts,  alias  Mattachufetts, 
alias  Maflatufetts  bay.  And  alfo 
all  thofe  lands  and  hereditaments 
wliatfoever  which  lye  and  be  with- 
in the  fpace  of  three  Englifh  miles 
to  the  northward  of  the  faid  river 
called  Monomack  alias  Merrymack. 
or  toihe  northward  of  any^pd  e- 
very  part  thereof,  and  all  hlTOs  and 
hereditaments  whatfoeveif'  lyeing 
within  the  limits  aforefaid  north 
and  fouth  in  latitude  and  breadth, 
and  in  length  and  longitude  of  and 
within  all  the  breadth  aforefaid 
throughout  the  maine  lands  there 
from  the  Atlantick  and  wellern 
fea  and  ocean  on  the  eail   part  to 

the 
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an  amazing  impulfe  that  wrought  fo  powerfully  lipoti 
fuch  numbers  of  people,  to  make  them  forfake  theirna- 
tive  country,  to  go  to  refide  in  the  midft  of  a  wildernefs. 
What  declared  the  principal  defign  ofthofe  emi- 
grants, was  their  practice;  for  they  had  no  fooner 
arrived  in  New-England,  than  they  began  to  purfue 
that  reformation  in  religion,  which  they  had  projected 
before  they  left  their  native  country.  On  Auguft  the 
17th  1630,  they  kept  a  folemn  fall,  and  chofe  a  mi- 

nifter 


lute  ufe  and  behoof  for  evermore. 
To  be  houlden  of  us  our  heirs  and 
fucceirours  as  ot  our  mnnnor  ot 
Eall:  Greenwich  aforefaid  in  tree 
and  common  foccage,  and  not  in 
Capite  nor  by  Knights  fervice,and 
alfo  yielding  and  paying  therefore 
to  us  our  heirs  and  fucceflburs  the 
fifth  part  only  of  all  oare  of  gould 
and  iilver,  which  from  time  to 
time  and  at  all  times  hereafter  lliall 
be  there  gotten,  had  or  obtained, 
tor  all  fervices,  exaftions  and  de- 
jnands  whqitlbevcr,  according  to 
the  tenure  and  refervation  in  the 
faid  recited  indenture  e::prefl"ed. 

And  further  know  ye,  that  of 
our  more  efpeciall  grace,  certain 
knowledge  and  meere  motion,  we 
have  given  and  granted,  and  by 
thefe  prefents  do  for  us,  our  heirs, 
and  fucceflbrs  give  and  grant  unto 
the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir 
John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Sal- 
tonftall,  Thomas  Southcott,  John 
Humfrey,  John  Endecotr,  Simon 
Whetcomb,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samu- 
el Alderley,  John  Ven,  Matthew 
Craddock,  George  Harvvocd,  In- 
xieafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry, 
Richard  Bellingham,  Nathaniel 
"VVris;ht,  Samuel  Vaflall,Thcyphi- 
kis  Eaton,  Thomas  Gofl'e,  Tho- 
mas Adams,  John  Browne,  Samu- 
el Browne,  'I'ho.  Hutchins,  Win. 
Pinchon,  and  George  Foxcroft, 
Iheir  heirs  and  affignes,  a!!  th.'vt 


part  of  New-England,  in  America 
which  lies  and  extends  between  a 
great  river  there  commonly  called 
Monomack  river,  and  a  certain  o- 
ther  river  there  called  Charles  ri- 
ver, being  in  the  bottom  of  a  cer- 
tain bay  there  commonly  called 
Maflachufetts,  alias  Mattachufets, 
alias  Maflatuftts  bay,  and  alfo  all 
and  Angular  thofe  lands  and  here- 
ditaments whatfoever  lying  within 
the  fpace  of  three  Englifh  miles  on 
the  Ibuth  part  of  the  faid  river  cal- 
led Charles  river,  or  of  any  or  eve- 
ry part  thereof,  and  alfo  all  and  fin- 
gular  the  lands  and  hereditaments 
whatfoever  lyelng  and  being  with- 
in the  fpace  of  three  Englifh  miles 
to  the  fouthward  of  the  fouther- 
moft  part  of  the  faid  bay  called 
Mafllichufetts,  alias  Mattachuietts, 
alias  INIaflatufetts  bay.  And  alfo 
all  thofe  lands  and  hereditaments 
wiiatfoever  which  lye  and  be  with- 
in the  fpace  of  three  Englifli  miles 
to  the  northward  of  the  faid  river 
called  Monomack  alias  Merrymack, 
or  toihe  northward  of  any^pd  e- 
very  part  thereof,  and  all  hlHOS  and 
hereditaments  whatlbevct?'  lyeing 
within  the  limits  aforefaid  north 
and  fouth  in  latitude  and  breadth, 
and  in  length  and  longitude  of  and 
within  all  the  breadth  aforefaid 
throughout  the  maine  lands  there 
from  "the  Atlantick  and  weliein 
fea  and  ocean  on  the  eail   part  to 
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nifter  to  prefide  in  tlieir  public  woifliip.  One  Mr*. 
Wilfon,  formerly  a  minifter  ofSudbur/,  in  the  coun-^ 
ty  of  Suffolk,  was  appointed  their  paftor.  This  new- 
church  was  formed  at  Charleftown,  on  the  north  fide  of 
Charles  river,  not  far  from  Bofton,  which  at  that  time 
did  not  exift.  In  a  very  iliort  time  there  were  feven 
churches  formed  in  Maffachufetts  bay,  all  obferving 
the  fame  order,  worlliip,  and  difcipline*,  which  thd 
writers  of  the  New-England  hiftory  compare  to  the 
Vol.  I.  ^Q^  ■   ^        kven 

*  CharlcJiKvn^  Dorchejicr^  Bojion,  Ro.xbury,  Z.j«,  Watcrtoun^Plymozitb, 
the  Ibuth  fea  on  the  well  part,  and  Theopliilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Gofte» 
all  lands  and   grounds,  pi  ice  and   Thoii);:s  Adams,  John  Browne,  Sa- 
])laces,    Ibyles,     wood    and   wood   ninel  Browne,  I'homas  Hatchins, 
grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  wa-   William  Vafiai,  William  Pinchon, 
lers  and  hereditaments  whatfoever  and  George  Foxcrott  their  heirs 
lyeing  within  the  laid  bounds  arid  and  aliignes,  or  by  any  other  per- 
limits,  and  every  parr  and  parcel   fon  or  peiiuns   whatfoever    there 
thereof,  and  alfo  all  illands  in  A-  inhabiting,by  them, orany of  them, 
inerica  aforelaid  in  the  iiiid  leas  or  appointed  to  tifli  therein.    Provid- 
elther  of  them,  on  the  weitern  or  ded  always  that,  if  the  iaid  lands, 
eaitern  coalls  or  parrs  of  the  laid  illands,  or  any  other  the  premiilea 
trafts  or  lands   hereby  mentioned  herein  before  mentioned,  and  by 
to  be  given  or  granted,  or  any  of  thefe  prefents  intended  and  meant 
them,   and  all  niines  and  minerals  to  be  granted,  were  at  the  time  of 
whatfoever,  in  the  laid  lands  and  the  granting  ot  the  laid  to  rmer  ler- 
prcmill'es  or  any  part  thereof,  and  ters  patent,  dated  the  third  day  of 
free  liberty  ot  filhing  in  or  within  November,  in  the  eightcen'ih  yeare 
.i.ny  the  rivers  or  waters  within  the  of  our  laid  deare  lather's  rcigne  a- 
bounds  and  limits  atorelaid  and  the   tbrefaid,  adually  poffefled  or  inha- 
feas  thereunto  adjoining,   and  all  bited,  by  any  other  chri'llian  prince 
Jifhes,  royal  fifhes,  whales,  balan,   or  ftate,  or  were  within  the  bounds, 
llurgeon,  and  other  lifhes  ot  what  limits,  or  territories  of  that  fou- 
kmd  or  nature  foevcr  that  iliall  at   tlierne  colonieihen  before  granted 
any  time  hereafter  be  taken  in  or  by  outlaid  late  lather  to  be  plant- 
within  the  laid  leas  or  waters  or  ed  by  divers  ot  his  loveing  lubj(;cti 
any  of  them,  by  the  faid  Sir  Hen-  in  the  fouth  parts  of  America,  that 
rv  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  then  this  prefent  grant  (hall  not 
Richard  Saltonftall, Thomas  South-  extend  to  any  I'uch  parts  or  par- 
cott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Ende-  eels  thereof,  fo  formerly  inhabited 
cott,   Symon    Whetcombe,   Ilaac  or  lying  within  the  bounds  ot  the 
Juhnlbn,  Samuel  Alderley,  John  Ibuthern   plantation   as  atorelaid, 
V'en,  JMatthew  Craddock,  George  but  as  to  thole  parts  or  paiccls  fi> 
n.irvvood,  Increale  Nowell,  Rich-  poflelled or  inhabited  by  liich  ch.ril- 
nrd    Perry,    Richard  Bellingham,  tian  prince  or  ftate,  or  being  with- 
Nathanicl  Wright,  Samuel  Vaiiul,  in  tiie  bounds  aforeiaid,  (Irail  be 
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{even  churches  in  Afia,  which  in  fome  thifigs  they 
endeavoured  to  imitate. 

The  colony  of  Maffachufetts  bay  Toon  became  nu- 
merous, and  it  was  refol  ved  to  plantother  colonies  in  that 
country,  as  near  one  another  as  was  poflible  to  fettle 
them.  For  this  purpofe,  in  the  year  1635,  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Hooker,  and  a  company  that  joined  with  him, 
^nt  agents  from  Cambridge  to  Connecticut,  who  pur- 
chafed  lands  of  the  natives,  where  '  they  fettled, 
and  formed  "another  colony.     Thefe  new   colonifls 

finding 

utterly  voide,  thefe  prefents  or  any  combe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Al- 
thing therein  contained  to  the  ccri-  derfey,  Jo'hn  Ven,  Matthew  Crad- 
trary   noivvithftanding.     To   have  dock,  George   Harvvood,  Increafo 
and  to  hoiild,  pollefs  and  enjoy  the  Novvell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard 
laid  parts  of  New-England  in  A-   Belline,hnm,    Nathaniel    Wright, 
merica,  which  lye,  extend  and  are  Samuel  Vnllal,Thcophilus  Eaton, 
abutted  as  atorefaid  and  every  part  Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams, 
and  parcel  thereof,   and  all  the  if-  Jolui   Browne,    S.4mucl    Browne, 
lands,  rivers, ports,  havens, waters,  Thomas Hutchlns, William  Vaffal, 
fifhings,    fifiies,    mines,    minerals,   William  Pinchon,  and  George Fo:c- 
jurifdidtions,  franchises,  royalties,   crott,  their,  heires  and  aflignes  for 
iiberties,  priviledges,  commodities  evermore.     To  be  hoiilden  of"  us, 
afid  pvemilies  whatfbever,  with  the  our  heires  and  fucceirours,  as  our 
appurtenances  unto    the    laid  Sir  mannor  oi  Eall:  Gieenwich  in  tht": 
Henry  Rol'ewell,  Sir  John  Yoiinge,  county  of  Kent  within  our  re.ilm«^ 
Sir  Richard  Saltonlfall,    Thomas  of  England,   in    trte  and  common 
Southcott,  John  Humtrcy,  Jclm  foccage,  and  not  in  Capite,  nor  by 
Endecott,  Simon  Whetcon^he,  I-   knights  fervice,  and  alio  yeildini^ 
iliac  Johnfon,   Samuel   Alderfey,  and  paying   therefore  to  us,   our 
John    Ver.^   Matthew   Craddock,   heirs  :«id  futcelfors  th^  fifth  pait 
George   Harwood,    Increafe  No-   only  of  all  oareof  gouid  and  iilvet" 
well,  Ricliard  Perrj^,  Richaid  Bel-  which  from  time  to  time  and  at  all 
lingham,  Nathaniel   Wright,  Sa-   times  hereafter  fliall  be  there  got  - 
jnuel  Vafial,  Theophilus    Eaton,    ten,  had  cr  obtained,  forallfervi- 
Thomas  Goffe,   Thomas  Adan;s,   ces,  exadfions  and  demands  what- 
John    Browne,    Samuel   Browne,   focvcr.    Provided  alwayes  and  oui 
Thomjfs  riutchins,    William  Vaf-    exprefic  will  ahd  iheaneing  is,  that 
fal,  William  Pinchon,  and  George  orely  (Vne  iitih  part  of  the  goulij 
Foxcroti,   their  hciis  and   alligi:t*»   and  illvcr  oare  above  mentioned  i>i 
for  ever,  to   the  only  pioper  and  the  wliole,  and  00  more,  be  refer 
abfolute  ufe   and   bchoote  cf  the  ved  or  payable  unto  us;   our  heirs 
faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  and  fucceiiois,   by  colour  or  ver- 
Youngc,  Sir  Richard   Saltonllall,   tue  of  thefe   prblents,  the  doubk 
ThomasScuthcottjJohnHumfrey,   refervations  or  recitals   aforelaid, 
John   Endecott,    Symon   Whet-  or  any   ihii^j;  theicin  containeii 

not 
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Ending  themfelves  without  the  bounds  of  the 
MafTachufetts  charter,  formed  a  government  of  their 
own,  in  imitation  of  that  which  they  had  feen  obferv- 
ed  in  the  colony  they  had  left.  They  afterwards  re- 
ceived an  ample  charter  from  the  King  of  England, 
and  became  a  fiourifhing  colony.  But  what  extend- 
ed this  colony  more,  and  made  it  more  confiderable 
was,  Meffrs  Davenport  and  Eaton,  two  of  the  firft 
fettlers  in  MafTachufetts  bay,  defired  their  friends  that 
were  now  gone  to  Conne6licut,  to  purchafe  for  them, 

Qji  of 

notwithftanding.  •eotifirme  unto  our  fald  truftie  and 
And  for  as  much  as  the  good  and  well-beloved  liibjedts  Sir  Henry 
profperous  fuccefle  of  the  planta-  RoleU'ell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir 
tion  of  the  faid  parts  of  New-Eug-  RichardSaltonftall,ThomasSouth- 
land  aforefaid  intended  by  the  faid  cott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Ende- 
Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  cott,  Symon  Whetcombe,  Ifaac 
Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonllall,  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John 
Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humfre_y,  Ven,  Matthew  Craddock,  George 
John  Endecott,  Symon  Whet-  Hanvood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Rich- 
combe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  AI-  ard  Perry,  Richard  Bellingharq, 
•derfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Crad-  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  VafTal, 
^ock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  GofFe, 
Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard  ThomasAdaras,  John  Browne,  Sa- 
Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  rauel  Browne,  Thomas  Hutchlns, 
Samuel  Yaffai,  Theophilus  Eaton,  William  Vaffal,  William  Pinchon, 
Thomas  GofFe,  Thomas  Adams,  and  George  Foxcroft,  and  for  us, 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne,  our  heires  and  fucceflburs,  wee 
'X'homas  Hutchins,  William  Vaf-  will  and  ordaine,  That  the  faid 
fal,  William  Pinchon,  and  George  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
Foxcroft,  to  be  fpeedily  fett  upon,  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonllall, 
tannot  but  chiefely  depend  next  ThomasSouthcott,  John  Humfrey, 
under  the  blelring  of  Almighty  John  Endecott,  Symon  Whet- 
God,  and  the  fupjx>rt  of  our  royal  combe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Al- 
authotity,  upon  the  good  go\'ern-  derfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Crad- 
ment  of  the  fame,  to  the  end  that  dock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe 
the  affairs  and  buiinefs  which  from  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard 
jime  to  time  fLiU  happen  and  ariie  Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright, 
concerning  the  faid  lands  and  the  Samuel  Vallal,  Theophilus  Eaton, 
plantation  of  the  fame,  may  be  the  Thomas  Gofre,  Thomas  Adams, 
better  managed  and  ordered.  We  John  Browne,  Sainuel  Browne, 
have  further  hereby  of  our  fpecial  Thomas  Hutciiins,  William  Vaf- 
grace,certain  kuowledgeand  meere  fal,  William  Pinchon,  and  George 
motion,  given  granted  and  con-  Foxcroft,  and  all  fuch  others  as 
firmed,  and  tor  us,  our  heires  and  fhall  hereafter  be  admitted  and 
iuccellburs,  do  give,    grant  and  made  free  of  the  conipanie  and  fo- 

ciety 
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of  the  native  proprietors,  all  the  lands  that  lay  between 
them  andHudfon's  river.  Thiswas  accordingly  done, 
and  the  piirchafers  in  the  year  1637  removed  thither, 
and  planted  a  beautiful  colony,  in  a  pleafant  bay  along 
the  fea  coaft,  where  they  built  the  towns  of  New- 
Haven,  Guildford,  Milford,  Stampford,  and  Brain- 
tree.  Soon  after  the  colony  of  Long  Ifland  was  fet- 
tled, anillandof  18  miles  in  breadth,  and  120  miles 
in  length.  This  is  avery  pleafant  Ifland,  ftretching  it- 
felf  along  Fairfield  county,  in  New-England,  near  the 

mouth 

ciety  hereafter  mentioned  fliall  that  the  laid  Governor  and  Com- 
from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  panic  and  their  fucceflbrs  may 
forever  hereafter  be  by  virtue  of  have  forever  one  common  feale  to 
the'e  prefents  one  body  corporate  be  iiled  in  all  caufes  and  occafions 
politique  in  fa6t  and  name,  by  tbe  ot'the  faidCompanie,  and  the  fame 
Ti^meoUhcGovemorandCo^iipanie  feale  may  alter,  change,  break  and 
cf  the  Majfachufctts  Bay  in  'Nc-vj  new  make  from  tinie  to  time  at 
Kngland:  And  them  by  the  name  their  pleafures. 
CX  the  Governor  and  Compatiie  of  the  And  our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
Mcijjachufets  Bay  in  Kevj  England,  and  vvedo  hereby,  lor  us,  our  heirs, 
one  body  polit)quc  and  corporate  and  fucceflbrs,  ordaine  and  grant, 
an  deed,  fa(3,  ancT  name,  we  doe,  that  trom  henceforth  forever  there 
for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fuccefibrs,  fliall  be  one  Governor,  one  deputy 
make,  ordaine,  confcitute,  and  con-  Governor,  and  Ailillants  of  the 
firme  by  thefe  presents;  and  that  fame  Companie  to  be  from  time 
by  that  name  ihc)  fhnll  have  per-  to  time  con  lituted,  elecfted,  and 
petual  fucceffion;  and  that  by  fhe  chofen  out  ot  the  faid  Companie 
fame  name  they  and  their  fuccef-  for  the  time  beinge,  in  fuch  man- 
fors  fliall  and  may  be  capable  and  ner  and  forme  as  hereafter  in  thefe 
enabled,  as  well  to  impleade  and  jirelents  is  exprefTcd.  Which  faid 
to  be  impleaded,  and  to  profecute,  officers  fha  11  apply  themfelves  to 
demand,  and  anfwer,  and  be  an-  take  care  for  the  beft  difpofing  and 
fwercd  unto,  in  all  and  fmgular  ordering  ot  the  general  buhncfs 
fuits,  caufes,  quarrels,  and  adions  and  afiairs  of  for  and  concerning 
of  what  kind  and  nature  foe ver;  ihe  faid  lands  and  preiniifes  hereby 
and  alfo  to  have,  take,  poficffe,  ac-  mentioned  to  be  granted,  and  the 
f]uire,  and  purchafe  anv  lands,  te-  plantation  thereof  and  the  govern- 
nements  or  hereditaments,  or  any  ment  of  the  people  there, 
goods  or  chatties,  the  fame  to  And  for  the  better  execution  of 
leafe,  grant,  demife,  alien,  bar-  our  royal  pleafure  and  grant  in  this 
gain,  fell,  and  difpofe  of,  as  other  behalie,  we  do  by  thefe  prefents, 
cur  leige  peopleof  this  our  realme  for  us,  our  heires,  and  fuccefli)rs, 
of  England,  or  any  other  cyrjiora-  nominate,  ordaine,  make,  and  con- 
tion  or  body  politique  of  the  lame,  ffitu.e  our  weil  beloved  the  faid 
may  lawfully  doc.  And  fu^itlier  Matthew  Craddock,  to  be  the  firft 
1*  and 
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mouth  of  Hudfon's  river,  and  is  well  furnifhed  every 
where  with  convenient  harbours.  The  fourth  colony- 
was  called  New-Haven,  which  being  Londoners,  in- 
tended to  purfue  trade,  but  failed  in  their  enterprife; 
their  fortunes  funk  fo  fall,  that  they  loft  all  hope,  and 
many  of  them  in  returning  to  England,  periflied 
at  fea,  and  never  more  faw  their  native  country.  As 
many  however^  ftill  remained  as  fupported  the  colo- 
ny, which  afterwards  became  confiderable,  and  was 
joined  in  one  charter  with  Connecticut,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  fecond,  1664;  it  is  the  capital  of  a 
county  of  the  fame  name,  and  was  in  a  very  flourifli- 
ing  condition  before  the  prefent  war.  In  all  thefe 
colonies,  the  firft  fettlers  were  careful  to  form  inde- 
pendent churches;  which,  though  they  did  confider 
themfelves  as  accountable  to  each  other  for  their 
condudr,  yet  lived  in  full  fellowfhip  and  communion, 
walking  in  love  with  one  anotlier,  and  in   the  fear 

of 

and  prelent  Governor  of  the  faid  nie  for  the  tlm*  being,  or  in  his  ab- 
Companie,  and  the  faid  Thomas  fence,  by  occalion  ot  licknefs  or  o- 
Gofte  to  be  deputy  Governor  of  therwife,  the  deputy  Governor  for 
the  faid  Companie,  and  the  faid  the  rime  being  fhall  have  authori- 
Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Ifaacjohn-  ty  trom  time  to  time  upon  alj  oc- 
fon,  Samuel  Aldcrfey,  John  Ven,  caiions  to  give  order  for  the  aflem- 
John  Humfrey,  Jolin  Endecotr,  bling  of  the  faid  Companie,  and 
Symon  Whetcombe,  IncreafeNo-  calling  them  together  to  confult 
well,  Richard  Perry,  Nathaniel  and  advife  of  the  bufinefs  and  af- 
Wrjght,  Samuel  Valfal,  Theophi-  faires  of  the  faid  Companie. 
Ills  Eaton,  Thomas  Adams,  Tho.  And  that  the  laid  Governor,  de- 
Hutchins,  John  Brou-ne,  George  puty  Governor  and  Affiftants  of 
Foxcroft,  U^'illiam  Vaflal,  and  the  laid  Companie  for  the  time  be- 
Williain  Pinchon  to  be  the  prefent  ing  Hiall  or  may  once  every  month 
AlMants  of  the  faid  Companie,  to  or  oftner  at  their  pleafures  afiem- 
c0'ntinue  in  the  faid  feveral  offices  bie  and  hould  and  keep  a  court  or 
refpcftiveh'  for  fuch  time  and  aflembly  of  themfelves  for  the  bet- 
in  liich  manner  as  in  and  by  thefe  ter  ordering  and  Jiredimg  of  their 
prefents  is  hereatter  declared  and  affairs.  And  that  any  feven  or 
appointed.  more  perfons  of  the  Affiflants  to- 

And  further  we  will  and  by  thefe  gether  with  the  Governor  or  depu- 
prefents,  for  us  our  heirs  and  fuc-  ty  Governor  fo  allembled  {hall  be 
cellbrs  do  ordaine  and  grant  that  faid,  taken,  held,  and  reputed  to 
the  Governor  of  the  faid  Compa-  be,  ;ind  fhall  be  a  full  and  fufficient 

^ourt 
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of  God.  Their  ftric^nefs  and  feverities  to  thofe  tha,t 
offended  or  differed  from  them,  in  more  enlightened 
times,  may  have  the  appearance  of  a  real  want  of  cha- 
rity i  but  fuch  were  the  manners  of  thofe  times,  that 
there  was  little  forbearance  among  profeffors  of  any 
denomination.  Whatever  may  have  been  their  vari^ 
ous  defcdls  and  imperfeflions,  they  had,  notwithftand- 
ing,  a  fenfe  of  religion  upon  their  minds,  which  fhews 
at  lead  they  were  in  earnefl:  in  what  they  profelTed. 
Their  follies,  weakneffes,  and  extravagances,  when 
compared  with  their  virtues,  bear  leis  proportion, 
than  perhaps  may  be  found  in  the  cafe  of  their  fuc- 
ceffors  either  in  the  mother  country  or  in  the  colonies. 
Juft  fentimeiits  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  have 
always  been  friendly  to  learning,  and  though  there 
might  be  feveral  blemifhes  in  the  conduft  of  the  firfl: 
lettlers  in  America;  yet  it  muft  be  granted  even  by 
their  enemies,  that  they  were  friends  both  to  liberty 

and 

court  or  aflembly  of  the  faid  Corn-  ceflburs,  that  the  Governour,  or 
panic,  for  the  handling,  orderinjj;,  m  his  abfence  the  deputy  Gover- 
and  difpatching  of  all  fuch  bull-  nour,  of  the  faid  Companie  for  the 
jieifesand  occurrents,  as  (hall  trom  time  being,  and  fuch  of  the  AlTill- 
time  to  time  happen,  touching  or  ants  and  heemen  ot  the  faid  Com- 
concerning  the  faid  Companie  or  panic  as  fhall  be  prcfent  or  the 
plantation.  And  that  there  fha II  greater  number  of  them  lo  affem- 
or  may  be  held  and  kept  by  the  bled,  whereof  the  Governour  or 
Governor  or  deputy  Governor  ot  deputy  Governour  and  fix  of  thf 
the  faid  Companie,  and  feven  or  Afiil^Tnts  at  the  leail  to  be  feven, 
more  of  the  faid  Alfilhnts  for  the  Ihall  have  full  power  and  authori- 
time  being  upon  every  lali:  W^ed-  ty  to  choofe,  nominate  and  appoint 
ncfday  in  Hillary,  Ealler,  Trinity  fuch  and  fo  many  others  as  they 
and  Michaelmas  Terms  refpeftive-  fliall  thinke  fitt,  and  that  Ihall  be 
ly  for  ever,  one  great  general  and  willing  to  accept  the  fame,  to  be 
folemn  aifembly,  which  four  gene-  free  of  the  faid  Company  and  Bo-* 
ral  Aflemblies  ihall  be  fiyled  and  i\y,  and  them  into  the  ftme  to  ad- 
called  //'(•  fjKTf  greafi'  and ^encrall  niit ;  And  to  eleft  and  conliitute 
courts  of  the  fa'ul  Company  :  iw'jWot  fuch  officers  as  they  (hall  thinke 
any  of  svhich  laid  greate  and  gene-  fitt  and  requifite  for  the  ordering, 
rnl  courts  iii  alfembled.  We  do,  managing  and  difpatching  of  the 
for  us,  our  heires  and  liKCeflours,  affaires  ot  the  faid  Governour  and 
give  and  grant  to  the  laid  Gover-  Comj)anie  and  theire  fucceflours  : 
nous  and  Companie  and  their  fuc-  And   to    make     laws   and     oidi- 
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and  learning.  The  colo,nifls  had  fcarcely  been  one 
year  in  New-England  after  they  received  their  char- 
ter, when  they  began  to  contennplate  a  fcheme  for 
ereding  a 'college  or  univerfity  among  them,  where 
youth  might  be  inflruded  in  the  liberal  arts,  and  per- 
fons  fitted  for  all  public  offices,  both  for  the  magiftracy 
and  miniftry.  Accordingly  at  a  general  court,  held  at 
Bofton,  September  8,  1630,  a  fubfcription  was  opened 
for  building  a  college  at  New  Town,  the  name  of  which 
they  changed  to  Cambridge.  The  fubfcriptions  were 
at  firft  but  fmall,  but  fuch  was  the  zeal  and  emulation 
of  thofe  colonifts,  that  in  a  fliort  time  the  money  rai- 
fed  was  confiderable.  Mr.  John  Harvard,  minifterat 
Charlellown,  by  his  laft  will  bequeathed  77 9I.  17s.  2d. 
for  the  purpofe  of  building  a  college,  which  was  pre- 
fently  begun,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  promote 

this 

nances  for  the  gooJ  and  welfare  of       And  if  It  ftialt  happen  the  pre- 
the  fald  Companie,  and  for  the  go-   fent  Governour,deputyGovernour 
verninent  and  ordering  of  the  laid  and  Allirtants  by  thefe  prefents  ap- 
lands  and  plantation,  and  the  peo-   pointed,   or  fucli  as  fliall  hereattet" 
pie  inhabiteing  and  to  inhabite  the  be  newly  chofen  into  their  rooms, 
lame,  as  to  them  from  time  to  time  or  any  of  them  or  any  other  of  the 
fhall  be  thought  meete.  So  as  fuch  officers  to  be  appointed  tor  the  laid 
lawes  and  ordinances   be  not  con-   Companie,  to  dye,  or  to  be  remo-. 
trary  or  repugnant  to  the  laws  and   ved  from  his  or  their  feveral  offi- 
llatutes  of  this  our  realme  of  Eng-  ces  or  places  before  the  faid  gene- 
land,  ral  day   of  eleftion    (whom  we  do 
And   our  will  and  pleafure  is,   hereby  declare  for  any  mifdemca- 
and  we  do  hereby  for  us;  our  heires  nur  or  detedl  to  be  removable    by 
and  fucceflburs,  eftablifii  and  or-   theGovernourdeputy  Governour, 
tiaine,   That  yearely  once  in    the  Afiiflants  and   Companie,  or  fuck 
yeare  loreverhefeattcr,namely  the  greater  part  of  them  in  any  of  the 
laft  Wfcdnefday   in   E;ifter  terme  publick  courts  to  be  aficmbled  as 
yearely,    the  Governour,   deputv   is  aforefaid)  that  then  and  in  every 
Governour  andAfiiltants  otthe  faid  fuch  cafe  it  ihall  and  may  be  kiw- 
Companie,  and  ail  other  officers  of   ful  to  and  for  the  Governour,  de- 
the  laid  Companie   ftiAl  be  in  the   pury  Governour,    Affiihinls,-    and 
general  court,   or  allemblie,  to  be  Companie  aforefaid,  or  llich  great- 
hdd  lor  that  day  or  time,    newly  er  jiirt  of  them  lo  to  be  aliembleJ 
cholen  tor  the   yeare  enfueing  by  as  isaIorefaid,in  any  ot  their  aliem  • 
fuch  greater  part  of  the  laid  Com-  blies   to  proceed  to  a  new  election 
panie  tor  the  time  being,  then  ;.nd  otone  or  more  others  ot  iheirCom- 
there  prefent,  as  is  aforefaid.  panie  iii  the  room  or  place  rooms 
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this  noble  defign.  This  academy  received  the  name 
of  Harvard  college  from  one  of  its  firft  and  principal 
benefadors.  While  this  college  was  building,  a  num- 
ber of  fcholars  were  preparing  under  one  Nathaniel 
Eaton,  an  excellent  fcholar,  but  a  man  of  bad  morals, 
and  a  great  tyrant.  Cotton  Mather,  in  his  hiftory  of 
.New-England  obferves  of  him,  that  it  might  be  truly 
faid,  that  fuch  as  were  educated  under  him,  received 
their  education  in  the  fchool  of  Tyrannus. 

On  Auguft  27  th  1640,  the  magiftrates  and  minifters 
of  the  colony  chofe  Mr.  Henry  Dunftar,  prefidcnt  of 
this  new  college;  and  afterwards  the  general  afTembly 
endowed  it  with  a  charter,  and  made  it  a  corporation, 

confifting 

or  places  of  fuch  officer  or  officers  places,  before  fuch  perfon  or  per- 
fo  dyehig  or  removed,  according  ions  as  are  by  thefe  prefents  here- 
to their  difcretions.  And  iinmedi-  under  appointed  to  rake  and  re- 
ately  upon  and  aUer  fuch  election  ceive  the  fame,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
and  elections  made  of  fuch  Gcu'er-  faid  IMatthew  Craddock,  who  is 
nour,  deputy  Governcnir,  Affiftnnt  hereby  nominated  and  appointed 
or  Alfiftants,  or  any  other  officer,  the  prefent  Governour  of  the  faid 
of  the  faidCompanie  in  manner  and  Companie,  ihall  take  faid  oathes 
torme  afotefaid,  the  authority,  ot-  before  one  or  more  ot  the  Mafters 
fice,  and  power  before  given  to  of  our  court  of  chancery  for  the 
the  former  Goveinour,  deputy  time  being,  unto  which  Mafter  or 
Governour,  other  officer,  and  Mailers  ot  the  Chancery,  we  do  by 
officers  {o  removed,  tn  whofe  thefe  prefents  give  full  power  and 
ftead  and  place  new  ffiall  be  lb  cho-  authority  to  take  and  adminiller 
fen,  (hall  as  to  him  and  them  and  the  faid  oath  to  the  faid  Governor 
every  of  them  ceaieand  determine,  accordingly.  And  alter  the  faid  Go- 
Provided  alfo,  and  our  will  ^iid  vernor  fliall  be  fworn,  then  the  faid 
pleufure  is  that  sis  well  fuch  as  are  deputy  Governor  and  Affiliants  be- 
by  thefe  prefents  appointed  to  be  tore  by  thefe  prefents  nominated  and 
the  prefent  Governour,  deputy  appointed  fhall  take  the  faid  feveral 
Governour  aud  Airiilants  of  the  oaths,  to  their  offices  and  places  re- 
faid  Companie,  as  thofe  that  Hull  fpec.tivelybclonging,b(?fore the  faid 
fucceed  them, and  all  other  officers  Matthew  Craddock  the  prefent  Go- 
to be  appointed  and  chofen  as  a-  vernor  fo  fworn  as  atbrefaid.  And 
forefaid  ihall,  before  they  under-  every  fuch  perfon  as  (hall  at  the  time 
take  the  execution  ot  their  faid  of-  of  the  annual  election,  orotherwife 
fices  and  places  refpe<ftlvely,  take  upon  death  or  removal,  be  appoint- 
their  cnjporal  oathes  tor  their  due  ed  to  he  the  new  Governor  ot  tlie 
and  tliithlul  periormatice  ot  their  laid  Companie,  (hall  take  the  oaths 
duties  ill  their  feveral  offices  and  to  that  place  belonging  before  the 

deputy 
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confifting  of  a  prefident,  two  fellows,  and  ^  treafur- 
eri  refcrving  ilnto  the  governor,  deputy-governor^ 
and  all  the  magiftrates  of  the  colonies,  and  the  minif- 
ters  of  the  fix  rie^reft  towns  for  the  time  being,  to 
be  overfeers  or  vifitofs  of  this  fociety.  The  languages 
and  arts  were  now  taiight  in  the  college  and  great 
regularity  was  obferved.  To  fupport  this  college, 
the  revenues  of  Charleltown  Ferry  were  appropria- 
ted by  an  aft  of  a  general  court,  but  the  benefaftions 
at  laft  were  fo  numerous,  that  the  funds  thereof  be- 
Vol.  I.  R  came 

deputy  Goverhour  or  two  of  the  and  fo  many  of  our  loving  iubjeft^ 
Affiftants  of  the  faid  Company  at  or  any  other  ftrangers  that  will  be- 
the  leaft  for  the  time  being.  And  come  our  loving  fubjefts  ahd  live 
the  new  elected  Deputy-Gover-  under  our  allegiance,  £is  {hall  wil- 
nour  and  Affiftants,  and  all  other  lingly  accompany  thfem  in  the  fame 
bfficers  to  be  liefeafter  chofen  as  a-  voyages  and  plantation,  and  alfcj 
forefaid  from  time  to  tiine  fhall  {hipping,  armoui',  weapons,. ordi- 
take  the  oathes  to  their  places  re-  nance,  ammunition,  powder,  fhott, 
fpec^ively  belongings  before  the  corne,  victuals,  and  all  manner  of 
Governour  of  the  faid  Conipanie  clothing,  implements,  furniture,, 
for  the  time  being.  Unto  which  beafts,  cattle,  horfes,  maires,  mer- 
faid  Governoiir,  Ceputy-Gdver-  chandizes,  and  all  other  things  ne- 
nour,  and  Affiftants,  we  do  by  thefe  ceflary  for  the  faid  plantation,  and 
prefents  give  and  adminifter  the  for  their  life  and  defence,  and  for 
faid  oathes  refpet^ively,  according  trade  with  the  people  there,  and 
to  the  true  meaning  herein  before  in  paffing  and  returning  to  and  fro, 
declared,  without 'any  commiflion  any  law  or  flatute  to  the  contrary 
or  further  warrant  to  be  had  and  hereof  in  any  wife  notvvithilanding, 
obtained  of  us,  our  heirs  ^nd  fuc-  and  without  paying  or  yeelding 
ceflors  in  thatbehalfe.  any  cuilom  or  fublidie^  either  in- 

And  we  do  further  of  our  fpe-  ward  or  outward,  to  us  our  heirea 
cial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  orfucceflburs,  for  the  fame,  by  the 
meere  motion,  for  us,  our  Iieires,  fpace  of  feven  years  from  the  day 
and  fucceflburs,  give  and  grant  to  of  the  date  of  thefe  prefents.  Pro- 
the  faid  Governour  and  Companie  vided  that  none  of  the  faid  perfons 
and  their  fucceflburs  for  ever  by  be  fuch  as  fhall  hereafter  by  fpe- 
thefe  prefents,  that  it  ftiall  be  law-  cial  name  reftrained  by  us,  our 
ful  and  free  for  them  and  their  heires  or  fucceflburs. 
aflignes  at  all  and  every  time  and  And  for  their  further  incourage- 
times  hereafter,  out  of  any  of  our  ment,  of  our  efpecial  grace  and  fa-, 
realmes  and  dominions  whatfoe-  vour,  we  do  by  thefe  prefents  for 
ver,  to  take,  leade,  carry  and  tranf-  us,  our  heires,  and  fucceflburs, 
port  for,  in,  and  into  their  voyages,  yeeld  and  grant  to  the  laid  Govcr- 
and  for  and  towards  the  faid  plan-  nour  and  Companie  and  theire  fuc-  j 
ration  in  Neiw-England,  all  fuch  ceifours  and  every  of  them,  their 

iatStova 
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came  exceedingly  ftrong.  A  good  library  was  fet  up, 
and  enriched  by  many  donations  of  books  from  gen- 
tlemen in  England,  among  whom  were  Sir  Knelem 
Digby,  Sir  John  Maynard,  Mr.  Richard  Baxter,  and 
Mr.  Jofeph  Hill.  To  all  thefe  benefadions  the  fa- 
mous Theophilus  Gale,  who  wrote  the  Court  of  the 
Gentiles,  added  his  own  library  which  he  left  to  Har- 
vard college.  Thus  was  this  academy  furnifhed  with 
mathematical  inflruments,  and  books  of  all  forts,  and 
fupplied  with  the  beft  mailers.     Dunftar,  who  was  the 

firft 

fa£lors  and  afligiies,  that  they  and  fucceflburs.  Provided  that^the  faid 
every  jof  them  (hall  be  free  and  goods  and  mercliandizes  be  (hipped 
quitt  from  all  taxes,  fubfidies  and  out  within  thirteen  months  after 
cuftomes  in  New-England  for  the  their  firft  landing  within  any  part 
like  fpace  of  feven  years,  and  from  of  the  faid  dominions, 
all  taxes  and  impofitions  for  the  And  we  do  for  us,  our  heires  and 
fpace  of  twenty  and  one  yeares  fucceflburs,  give  and  grant  unto 
upon  all  goods  and  merchandifcs  the  faid  Governor  and  Companie 
at  any  time  or  times  hereafter,  and  their  fuccellbrs,  that  when- 
cither  upon  importation  thither;  foever,  or  fo  often  as  any  cviftome 
or  exportation  trom  thence,  into  or  fublidie  fhall  grow  due  or  pay- 
purrealme  of  England,  or  into  any  iable  unto  us,  our  heires  or  fuccef- 
btherof  our  dominions,  by  the  faid  fors,  according  to  the  limitation 
Govet"nour  and  Companie  and  and  appointment  aforefaid,  by  rea- 
their  fucceflburs,  their  deputies,  fon  of  any  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
faAorsandaflignes,oranyof  them,  chandifes  to  be.ihipped  out,  or 
except  only  the  five  pounds  per  any  returntobemadeof  any  goods 
centum  due  for  cuftome  upon  all  wares  or  riierchandifes,  unto  or 
fuch  goods  and  merchandifcs,  as  from  the  faid  parts  bf  New-Eng- 
atter  the  faid  feven  yeares  fliall  be  land  hereby  mentioned  to  be  grant- 
expired  ftiall  be  brought  or  import-  ed  as  aforefaid,  or  any  of  the  lands 
cd  into  our  realrae  ot  England,  pr  and  territories  aforefaid,  that  then 
any  other  of  bur  dominions,  ac-  and  fo  often  and  in  fuch  cafe  the 
cording'  to  the  ancient  trade  of  farmers,  cuftoiners,  and  officers'  of 
merchants:  which  five  pounds  per  bur  cuftomsof  England  and  Ireland 
centum  onely  being  paid,  it  fhall  and  every  of  them  for  the  time 
be  thenceforth  hivviul  and  free  fof  being,  upon  requeft  made  to  them 
the  faid  adventurers  the  fame  by  the  faid  Governor  and  Compa- 
goods  and  merchandizes  to  export  nic  or  their  fucceflbrs,  fadors,  or 
Jmd  carry  but  of  our  faid  domini-  alTignes,  and  upon  convenient  fe- 
ons  info  torreine  parts,  v^ithout  cuiity  to  be  given  in  that  behalfe, 
any  cullomc,  taxe,  or  other  duty  fhall  give  and  allowe  unto  the  fai4 
to  be  paid  to  us,  our  heires  br  fuc-  Governor  and  Companie  andtheif 
teflours,  or  to  any  other  officers  fucceflbrs,  and  to  all  and  every  per- 
br  miniilers  of  us,  our  hcirts  and  fon  and  perlbni  iVeeofihat  Com- 
panie 
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firft  prefident,  loft  his  place  by  turning  Anabaptifl:, 
and  Mr.  Charles  Chancey  was  appointed  in  his  ftead^ 
Both  the  manner  of  admiflion  and  the  method  of  teach- 
ing in  this  college  were  very  exa<5t  and  particular. 

Thofe  who  had  attended  a  grammar-fchool  till  they 
could  read  any  claffical  author,  and  turn  it  into  Eng- 
lish, could  readily  make  and  fpeak  Latin,  and  write 
it  in  profe  or  verfe,  and  could  decline  the  Greek  nouns 
and  verbs,  were  judged  qualified  for  admiflion,  and 
upon  examination,  were  accordingly  admitted  by  the 

R  2  prefident 

panic  as  aforefald,  fix  months  time  pofts,  and  other  the  officers  and 
lor  the  payment  of  one  halfe  of  all  minillers  of  us,  our  heires  and  fuc- 
fuch  cuftome  and  fubfidie  as  fli.tll  cellbrs,  whatfocver  for  the  time 
be  payable  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  being,  that  they  and  every  of  them, 
fucceflbrs,  for  the  fame,  for  which  upon  the  {heu'ing  forth  unto  them 
thefe'our  letters  patents,  or  the  of  thefe  letters  patents,  or  the  du- 
duplicate  or  the  inroilment  there-  plicate  or  exemplification  of  the 
of,  Ihall  be  unto  our  faid  officers  a  fame,  without  any  other  writt  or 
fufficient  warrant  and  difcharge.  w^4rrant  u'hatlocver  from  us,  our 
Neverthelefs,  our  will  and  pleafure  heires  or  fucceflbrs,  to  be  obtained 
is,  that  any  ot  the  laid  goods,  wares,  or  fued  forth,  do  and  fliall  make 
and  merchandifes  which  be  orfhall  full,  whole,  entire  and  due  allow- 
be  at  any  time  hereafter  landed  or  ance  and  cleare  difcharge  unto  the 
exported  out  of  any  of  our  realmes  faid  Governor  and  Com  panic  and 
aibrefaid,  and  (hall  be  (hipped  with  theire  fucceflbrs,  of  all  cuftoms, 
a  purpofe  not  to^c  carried  to  the  fubfidies,  impofitions,  taxes,  and 
parts  of  New-England  aforefaid,  duties  whatfoever  that  fliall  or  may 
but  to  fome  other  place,  that  then  be  claimed  by  us,  our  heires  and 
fuch  payment,  dutie,  cuftome,  fucceflbrs,  of  or  from  the  faid  Go- 
impofition,  or  forfeiture  fliall  be  vernor  and  Corapanie  and  theif 
paid  or  belong  to  us,  our  heires  fucceflTors,  tor  or  by  reafon  of  the 
and  fucceflbrs,  for  the  faid  goods,  faid  goods,  chatties,  wares,  mer- 
wares  and  merchandife  fo  fraudu-  chandifes  and  premifcs,  to  be  ex- 
lently  fought  to  be  tranfported,  as  ported  out  of  the  faid  dominions, 
if  this  our  grant  had  not  been  or  any  of  them,  into  any  part  of 
made  or  granted.  '  the  faid  lands  or   piemiies  iieixby 

And  wee  do  further  will  and  bv  mentioned  to  be  given,  granted 
thefe  prefents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  and  confirmed,  or  for,  or  by  recifon 
fucceflbrs  firmely  enjoinc  and  com-  of,  any  of  the  faid  goods,  chatties, 
mand  aswcU  the  Treafurer,  Chan-  vvares,  or  merchandifes  to  be  im- 
cellor  and  Barons  of  the  Exche-  ported  from  the  faid  lands  and 
quer  of  us,  our  heires  and  fuccef-  premifcs  hereby  mentioned  to  be 
iors,  as  alfo  all  and  fingular  the  given,  granted  and  confirmed,  into 
cuftomers,  farmers,  and  coUedors  any  of  our  faid  dominions,  or  any 
of  the  cuilomes,  fubfidies  and  im-  part  thertof,  as  aforefuid,  except- 

iii? 
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prefident  and  fellows:  After  that,  they  figned  the 
college  laws,  which  they  were  to  tranfcribe  and  pre- 
ferve  as  continual  monitors  of  the  duties  which  they 
were  obliged  by  their  privileges  to  obferve.  The 
prefident  infpedtcd  the  mariners  of  the  ftudents,  and 
every  morning  and  evening  faid  prayers  in  the  common 
halli  to  which  was  joined  an  e^tpofition  of  fonie  chap- 
ters of  the  old  teftamertt,  which  the  ftudents  read 
out  of  Hebrew  into  Greek  in  the  morning :  and  in 
the  evening  fome  part  of  the  new  teftament  out  of 

Englilh 

jng  only  the  faid  five   pounds  per  thence,  ftiall  have  and  enjoy  all  H- 

centum  hereby  referved  and  pay-  berties  and  immunities  of  tree  and 

able  after  the  expiration  of  the  faid  natural  fubje<Ss  within  any  of  the 

terme  of  fcven  years  as  aforefaid  dominions  of  us,  our  heires  or  fuc* 

and  not  before.     And  thefe  our  ceiTors,  to  all  intents,  conftruftions 

letters  patents,  or  the  inrollment,  and  purpofes  whatfoever,     as  if 

duplicate  or  exemplification  of  the  that  and  every  of  them  were  borne 

fame  fhall   forever  hereafter  from  within  the  realme  of  England  .And 

time  to  time^  as  well  to  the  Trea-  that  the  Governour  and  Deputy- 

furer.  Chancellor  and  Barons   of  Governour  of  the  faid  Companic 

the  Exchequer  of  us,  our  heires,  for  the  time  being,  or  either  of 

and  fucceflbrs,  as  to  all  and  fingu-  them,  and  any  two,   or  more,  of 

lar  the  cuftomers,    Farmers   and  fuch  of  the  faid  Afliffants   as  fhall 

Collectors  of  the  cuftomes,  fubfi-  be  thereunto  appointed  by  the  faid 

dies,  and  inripofis,  of  us  our  heires,  Governour  and  Companie,  at  any 

and  fuccefl'oi-s,  and  all  fearchers  of  their  courts  or  aflemblies  to  be 

and  other  the  officers  and  minillers  held  as  aforefaid,  fhall  and  may  at 

whatfoever  of  us,  our  heires,  and  all  tymes,  and  from  tyrhe  to  tymc, 

fuccefTors,  for  the  time  being,  be  a  hereafter  have  ftill  power  and  au- 

fufficient  warrant  and  difcharge  in  thprity  to  adminifcer  and  give  the 

this  behalfe.  oath  and  oaths  of  fupremacie  and 

And  further  our  will  and  plea-  allegiante,   or  either  of  them,  to 

fufe  is,  and  we  doe  hereby  for  us,  all  and  every  perlori  and  perfons 

our  heires  and  fuccelfors,  ordaihe,  which  (hall  at  any  tyme  or  tymes 

declare  and  grant  to  the  faid  Go-  hereafter  goe  or  palle  to  the  lands 

vernour  and  Companie  and  theire  and  premiiVes  hereby  mentioned 

fucceflbrs.  't'hat  all  and  every  the  to  be  granted   to  inhabite  in  the 

fLibje(fls  of  us  our  heires  or  I'uccef-  fame. 

fors,  which  fliall  goe  to  and  inha-  And  wee  do  of  our  further  grace, 

bite  within  the  faid  lands  and  pre-  certaine  knowledge  and  meere  rao- 

milTes   hereby  mentioned    to    be  tion  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Go- 

grantedj  and  every  of  theire  chil-  vernour  and   Companie   and  their 

dren   which  fhall   happen   to  be  fuccclTors,    that  it   (hall   and  may 

borne  there,  or  on  the  feas  in  go-  be  lawful  to   and  for  the  Govcr- 

ing"    thither  or  returning  from  nour     Deputy-Governour     and 

^  fuch 
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Englifh  into  Greek.  He  alfo  preached  upon  Sunday 
upon  what  fiibjefts  he  judged  moft  proper  in  the 
church  in  Cambridge,  where  the  Itudents  had  a  gal- 
lery allotted  them,  and  where  they  ufually  attended. 
The  fellows  refident  were  alfo  tutors  in  the  colleo-e; 
who,  after  they  had  taught  the  ftudents  Hebrew,  in- 
ftrufted  them  in  the  liberal  arts.,  before  the  firft  four 
years  were  expired.  During  this  time  they  had  their 
weekly  declamations,  and  difputes,  in  the  college  hall, 
every  Friday,  where  either  the  prefident  or  the  fel- 
lows 

fach  of  the  Affilliarits  and  Fieefnen  the  difpofing  and  ordering  of  the 
ot  the  faid  Compauie  for  the  tyme  clet'^ions  of  fuch  of  the  fiiid  officers 
being  as  (hall  be  aflembled  in  any  as  fliall  be  annual,  and  of  fuch  o- 
of  the  general  courts  aforefaid,-  thers  as  fhafl  be  to  fucceed  in  cafe 
or  in  any  other  courts  to  be  i'pe-  of  death  or  remava!,  and  mini- 
cially  fummoned  and  aflembled  tiering  the  faid  oathes  to  the  new 
for  that  purpofe,-  or  the  greater  cle£ted  officers  ;  and  for  impofi- 
part  ot  them  (whereof the  Gover-  tion  of  lawlul  fyne?,  miilfts,  iin- 
nour  or  Deputv-Governour  and  prifonmenr,  of  other  lawful  cor- 
hxe  ot  the  Atlitlants  to  be  always  reftion,  accord! ri6j  to  the  courfe  of 
feven) from  tyme  to  tyme  to  make,  other  Corporations  iri  this  our 
ordainc,  and  eftablifli  all  manner  of  realme  of  England,  s.nd  for  the  di- 
wholefome  and  reafonible  orders,  re6ting,  ruleing  and  dlfpofeing  of 
laws,  ttetiites  and  ordinances,  di-  all  other  matters  and  things  where- 
redtions  and  inftruftions  not  con-  by  oar  faid  people  inhabiting  there 
trary  to  the  lawes  of  this  our  may  be  lb  religiouily,  peaccabh' 
realme  of  England,  as  well  tor  the  and  civilly  governed,  as  their  good 
fettling  of  the  formes  and  ceremo-  life  arid  orderly  converfation  may 
nies  of  government  and  magiftra-  winne  and  invite  the  natives  of 
cie  titt  and  necelTary  for  the  faid  that  country  to  the  knowledge  and 
plantation  and  the  inhabitants  obedifence  ot  the  onely  true  God 
there;  and  tor  nameing  and  ftyling  and  Saviour  of  mank'nd,  and  the 
of  all  forts  ot  otli;ers  both  fuperi-  chriltiarrJaith,  which  in  our  royal 
or  ahd  interiour  which  they  thill  intention  and  the  adventurers  free 
find  needtul  for  tint  government  profeliion  is  the  principal  end  of 
and  plantation,  and  the  dillinguilh-  this  plantation.  Willing,  com- 
ing and  letting  forth  ot  the  feveral  nuading  and  requiring,  and  by 
duties,  powers,  and  limits  of  eve-  rhefe  prefents  for  us,onr  heiresand 
ry  fuch  office  and  place,  and  the  fuccellors,  ordaineing  and  appoint- 
formes  of  fuch  oathes  warrantable  ing,  that  all  fuch  orders,  lawes, 
by  the  lawes  and  itatutes  of  this  llutJtes  and  ordinances,  inftruc- 
our  realme  of  England,  as  (hall  be  tions  and  directions  as  fliall  ht 
refpecftively  miniilered  unto  them,  made  by  the  Governonr  or  Depu- 
for  the  execution  of  the  laid  feve-  ty-Governour  of  the  faid  Compnr'- 
ral  of^ces  and  places,   as   alfo  for  nie  and  fuch  of  the  Alliitants  and 

Fieemcn 
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lows  adted  as  moderators.  Such  as  flood  candidates 
for  degrees,  were  obliged  to  attend  in  the  hall  for 
certain  hours,  on  Mondays  and  on  Tuefdays,  for  three 
weeks  together,  in  the  middle  of  June.  Thefe  were 
called  vifitation  weeks,  when  all  who  pleafed,  might 
afk  them  any  queftions,  and  exaaiine  them  concerning 
their  fkill  in  the  languages,  or  the  fciences,  which  they 
profefled  to  underftand.  On  this  occafion,  it  was 
common  for  fome  of  the  oyerfeers,  while  they  were 
fitting  folftice,  as  it  was  called,  to  vifit  therp,  with  a 

defign 

Freemen  as  aforefaid,  and  publifh-  tively  fhall  from  tyme  to  tyme, 
ed  in  writing  under  theire  common  hereafter  forever  within  the  pre- 
feale,  flialPbe  carefully  andduely  cin(Sts  and  parts  of  New-England 
obferved,  kept,  performed  and  hereby  mentioned  to  be  granted 
putt  in  execution  according  to  the  and  confirmed,  or  in  the  way  by 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  fen  thither,  or  from  thence,  have 
fame.  And  thdfe  our  letters  pa-  full  and  abfolute  power  and  autho- 
tents,  or  the  duplicate,  or  exem-  rity  tocorred,  punifh,  pardon,  go- 
plification,  thereof,  fliall  be  to  all  verne  and  rule  fuch  the  fubje61s  of 
and  every  fuch  officers,  fuperiour  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs  as  (hall 
iind  infcriour,  from  tyme  to  tymes  from  tyme  to  tyme  adventure 
for  the  putting  of  the  fame  orders,  themfelves  in  any  voyage  thither 
lawes,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances,  or  from  thence,  or  that  fliall  at 
inftru£lions  and  direftions  in  due  any  tyme  hereafter  inhabite  within 
execution,  agairiff  us,  our  heires  the  precindts  and  parts  of  New- 
and  lucceflbrs,  afufficient  warrant  England  aforefaid,according  to  the 
and  difcharge.  orders,  lawes,  ordinances,  inftruc- 

And  wee  do  further,  for  us,  our  tions  and  direftions  aforefaid,   not 
heires,   and  fucceflburs,    give  and  being  repughant  to  the  lawes  and 
grant   to  the  faid  Governour  and  ftatutes  of  oi^r  realme  of  England 
Companie  and  their  lucceflbrs,  by  as  aforefaid. 
thefe  prefents,  That  all  and  every       And  we  do  further,   for  us  our 
fuch  chiefe  commanders,  captains,   heires   and  fucceflbrs,    give   and 
governours  and  other  officers  and  grant  to  the  f:aid  Governour  and 
rainillers,  as  by  the  faid  orders,   Companie  and  their  fucceflbrs,  by 
lawes,  ftatutes,  ordinances,  inilriic-  thefe  prefents,   That  it  fliall  and 
tions  or  diredions  of  the  faid  Go-   may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  chief 
vernour  and   Companie    tor    the  commanders,  governours  and  offi- 
tyme  being,  Jhall  be  from  tyme  to  cers  of  the  faid  companie  for  the 
tyme  hereafter  imployed  either  in   tyme  being,  who  fliall  be  refident 
the  government  ot  the  faid  inhabi-  in  the  faid  part  of  New-England 
tants  and  plantation,  or  in  the  way  inAmerica  by  thefe  prefents  grant- . 
by  fea  thither  or  from  thence,  ac-  ed,  and  others  there  inhabiteing, 
cording  to  the  natures  and  limits  by  their  appointment  and  diredHon 
of  theire  offices  and  places  refpec-   from  tyme  to  tyme  and  .nt  all  tymes 
\  hereafter. 
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defign  of  feeing  their  improvement.  When  the  time 
of  commencement  began,  which  was  at  firft,  the  fe- 
coad  Tuefday  of  Auguft,  but  afterwards  the  firft 
Wedncfday  of  J^ily,  thofe  who  were  to  proceed  bat- 
chelors,  held  this  adt  publicly  in  Cambridge,  where- 
both  the  magiftrates,  and  minifters,  attended,  to  con- 
fer honour  upon  their  exerciles.  Tliefe  exercifes  were, 
befides  an  ora^tion  delivered  by  the  prefident,  orations 
delivered  by  the  commencers,  wherein  fuitable  com- 
pliments were  paid  to  the  audience,  according  to  theirr 

charafters, 

hereafter,  tor  their  fpecial  defence  m'lty  with  us,  our  helres  and  fuc- 
and  fafety  to  encounter,  repulfe,  ceflbrs,  and  thai;  upon  fuch  injury 
repel  and  refift  by  force  of  armes,  done,  and  upon  juft  complaint  of 
as  well  by  fea  as  by  land,  and  by  fuch  Prince  or  State  or  their  fub- 
all  fitting  wayes  aad  means  what-  jedts.  Wee,  our  heires,  or  fuccef- 
foever,  all  fuch  perfon  and  perfons  fofs,  ftiall  make  open  proclamation 
as  fliall  at  any  tyme  hereafter  at-  within  any  of  the  parts  within  our 
tempt  or  enterprife  the  deftruftion  realme  of  England  commodious  for 
invafion,  detriment  or  annoyance  that  purpofe,  that  the  perfon  or 
of  the  faid  plantation  or  inhabi-  perfons  having  committed  anyfuch 
I'  tgats  :  And  to  take  and  furprlfe  by  robbery  or  fpoyle,  (hall  within  the 
"  all  wayes  and  means  whatfoever  terme  limited  by  fuch  a  pioclama- 
all  and  every  fuch  perfon  and  per-  tion,  make  full  reftitution  or  fatis- 
fosis,  with  their  fhips,  armour,  faftionof  all  fuch  injuries  done,  fp 
ummunition,  and  other  goods,  as  as  the  faid  Princes  or  others  focom- 
uvall  in  hoilile  manner  invade  and  plaining  may  hold  themfelves  fully 
attempt  the  defeating  of  the  faid  fatisfied  and  contented.  And  that 
plantation,  or  the  hurt  of  the  faid  if  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons  hav- 
Con^panie  and  inhabitants.  Ne-  ing  committed  fuch  robbery  or 
verthelefs,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  fpoyle  fhall  not  make,  or  caufc  to 
and  we  do  hereby  declare  to  all  be  made,  fatisfa6tion  accordingly, 
Chriftian  Kings,  Princes,  and  within  fuch  tyme  fo  to  be  lymited. 
States.  That  if  any  perfon  or  per-  that  then  it  Ihall  be  lawful  for  us, 
fons  which  fhall  hereafter  be  of  the  our  heires  and  fuccelTors  to  put  the 
faid  Com  panic  or  plantation,  or  faid  perfon  or  perfons  out  of  our 
any  other  by  lycence  or  appoint-  allegiance  and  protcftion;  and  that 
ment  of  the  faid  Governour  and  it  fhall  be  lawful  and  free  for  all 
Companie  ft^r  the  tyme  being,fhall  Princes  to  profecute  with  hoftllicy 
at  any  tyme  or  tymes  hereafter,  the  faid  offenders  and  every  of  them 
robb  or  fpoyle  by  fea  or  by  land,  theire  procurers,  ayders,  abettors, 
or  do  any  hurt,  violence,  or  unlaw-  and  comfortors  in  that  behalf, 
ful  hoftility  to  any  of  the  fubjeds  Provided  alfo,  and  our  exprefle 
of  us,  our  heires  or  fucceffors,  or  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  wee  do  by 
any  of  the  fubje6ts  of  any  Prince  or  thefe  prefents  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
Stare  being  then  in  league  and. a-  fucceffors,   ordaine,    and  appoint, 

that 
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chaiadters,  dignities  and  offices.  Thefe  academical 
orations  were  made  not  only  in  Latin,  but  fometimes 
in  Greek  and  Hebrew.  But  the  principal  exercifes 
were  difputations  upon  queftions,  where  the  refpon- 
dents  exhibited  a  thefis  which  might  be  impugned  by 
any  who  pleafed.  In  the  conclufion,  the  prefident  de- 
livered a  book  into  the  hands  of  the  candidates,  and 
gave  them  their  firfl  degree.  Thofe  who  were  admit- 
ted to  the  degree  of  Mafter  of  Arts,  were  obliged  to 
lindergo  a  new  trial,  and  difpute  upon  fome  queftion 

fuited 

that  tliefe  prefents  ftiall  not  in  any  And  wee  do  further  for  us  our 
manner  enure,  or  be  taken  to  a-  he'ires  and  flicceflbrs,  ordaihe  and 
bridge,  barre  or  hinder  any  of  our  grant  the  faidGovernour  and  Com- 
loving  fubjefts  whatfoever  to  ufe  pahie  and  their  fucceflbrs  by  thefe 
and  exercife  the  trade  of  fifhing  prefents,  that  thefe  o.ur  letters  pa- 
iipon  that  coaft  of  New-England  in  tents  (hall  be  firme,  good,  effeftu- 
Americaby  thefe  prefents  mention-  al,  and  available  in  all  things  and 
ed  to  be  granted  :  But  that  they  or  to  all  intents  and  conftru6lions  of 
any  and  every  or  any  of  them  fhall  hwe,  according  to  our  true  mean- 
have  full  and  free  power  and  liberty  ing  herein  before  declared,  and 
to  continue  and  ufe  their  faid  trade  ftiall  be  conilrued,  reputed,  and 
of  fifliing  upon  the  faidcoall  in  any  adjudged  in  all  cafes  moll  favour- 
of  the  feas  thereunto  adjoining,  or  ably  on  the  behalfe  and  for  the  be- 
any armes  of  the  feas  or  falt-water  nefit  and  behoofe  of  the  faid  Go- 
rivers  where  they  have  been  wont  vernour  and  Companie  and  their 
to  fifh,  and  to  build  and  fet  up  up-  fucceflors;  Although  exprefle  mcn- 
on  the  lande  by  thefe  prefents  grant-  tion  of  the  true  yearly  value,  or 
ed,  fuch  vvharfes,ftages,  and  work-  certainty,  of  the  premifles,  or  any 
houfes  as  fhall  be  neceflary  for  the  of  them,  or  of  any  other  gifts  or 
faltingj  drying,  keeping  and  pack-  grants,  by  us  or  any  other  of  our 
ing  up  of  theire  fifh  to  be  taken  or  progenitors  or  predeceflbrs,  to  the 
gotten  upon  that  coal}  ;  and  to  cut  forefaid  Governour  and  Companie 
downe  and  take  fuch  trees  and  o-  before  this  time  made,  in  thefe 
ther  materials  there  growing  or  be-  prefents  is  not  made,  or  any  ilatute, 
ing,  as  (hall  be  needful  for  that  a£f,  ordinance,  provifion,  proclama- 
purpofe,  and  for  other  necelfary  tion  or  rcftraint  to  the  contrary 
cafements,  hclpes  and  advantage  thereof  heretofore  had,  made,  pub- 
concerning  theire  faid  trade  of  fifli-  liflied,  ordained  or  provided,  or  any 
ing  there,  in  fuch  manner  and  form  other  matter,  caufe,  or  thing  what- 
as  they  have  becne  heretofore  at  focver  to  the  contrarie  thereof  in 
any  tyme  nccuftomed  todoe,  with-  any  wifenotwithftanding.  In  wit- 
out  making  vny  wilful  walle  or  ncfs  whereof  wc  have  caufed  thefe 
fpoyle,  any  thing  in  thefe  prefents  our  letters  to  be  made  patent.  Wit- 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwith-  nefs  ourfelves  at  Wcftminller,  the 
Handing,  fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  fourtl\ 

yeare  of  our  reignc.     . 
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fuited  to  the  time  they  had  ftudied.  "When  this  was 
finifhed,  they  received  their  degree  with  the  fame  for- 
mality as  in  the  firft.  Such  diligence  and  ftriftnefs  could 
not  but  have  great  influence  in  promoting  learning, 
and  preventing  many  from  wafting  their  time  idly,  as 
happens  in  many  European  univerficies,  where  fuch 
discipline  is  not  obferved.  Whether  this  order  is  ftill 
obferved,  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay;  but  according  to 
the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  the  college,  it  ought  to  be  kept 
up.  The  ftatutes  are  fo  exprefs,  that  they  muft  expofe 
themfelves  greatly,  to  depart  from  them. 

There  are  twenty-three  rules   in  their  ftatutes  very 
exprefs,  *   and  ftrong,  that  would  be  thought  rather 
too  fevere  for  either  of  the  two  univerfities  in  Old 
England. 
Vol.   I.  S  What 

*  Statutes  and  Privileges  of  the  Harvard  College. 

1.  Such  as  are  capable  to  read  perform  every  religious,  as  well  as 
Cicero,  or  any  fuch  like  claffifc  au-  fchool  exercife,  peculiar  to  his  fta-* 
thors,  and  can  fpeak  and  write  La-  tion,  both  publicly  and  privately, 
tin  in  profe  and  verfe,  and  can  alfo  And  while  they  are  pupils  they 
decline  the  Greek  nouns  and  verbs,  fhall  deliver  a  public  oration  i\x 
may  be  admitted  into  the  college,  times  every  year.  The  mallet's  of 
None  can  be  admitted  othenvife.  arts  are  to  be  twice  a  week  prefent 

2.  All  that  are  admitted  into  this  at  the  public  difpu'ations,  and  both 
college  are  to  be  received  into  a  Bachelors  and  Mailers  make  an  a- 
fellowfhip,  imd  pay  three  pounds  nalylis  of  fome  part  of  facred  lite- 
to  the  fteward,  at  theif  admiiTion,  rature.  Once  in  the  half  year,  the 
and  at  the  end  of  every  quarter  of  Bachelorsfhairpubliclydifcufsfome 
a  year,  pay  what  expences  are  due  philofophical  queftions  under  the 
for  their  board.  No  ftudent  fhall  government  of  the  prelident,  or  in 
be  allowed  to  dine  or  fup  out  of  the  his  abfettce,  under  the  diredion  oi 
college  without  leave  from  the  pre-  the  fenior  tutors  in  their  turns, 
fident  or  tutors.  But  if  any  ftifdent  5.  No  ftudent  under  any  pre- 
iliall  for  the  fake  of  receiving  in-  tence  whatever,  Jh;dl  keep  compa- 
Itruftion  which  cannot  be  had  in  ny  with  perfoiis  of  loofe  and  cor- 
the  college,  go  out  of  it,  he  {Imll  rupt  morals. 

forfeit  no  privilege.  6.   No  ftudent,   without  leave 

3.  While  they  continue  in  the  from  the  prefident  and  tutors,  fhall 
college  they  muft  attend  all  the  pro-  go  out  of  the  town  j  nor  fliall  any 
per  times  appointed  for  inftruction,  one,  virhatever  be  his  rank  and  de- 
and  improve  their  time  diligently  gree,  be  allowed  to  eat  and  drink, 
in  ftudy,  in  taverns  or  o'fdinarles,  unlefs  cal- 

4.  AU  ftudents  ihall  be  obliged  to  led  by  his  parents,  guardians,  or 

fuch 
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Whatever  might  be  the  errors  and  abfurdlties  in 
the  condud:  of  thefe  colonifts,  it  muft  be  allowed  that 
they  were  at  great  pains,  both  to  fupport  learning  and 
religion  i  and  many  perfons,  eminent  both  for  learn- 
ing and  abilities,  were  brought  up  and  tutored  among 
them.  Their  churches  were  filled  with  learned  and 
religious  minifters,  and  their  chief  magiftrates  were 

men 

fuch  like  near  relations.  a  graduate,  if  he  is  not,  he  fhall  be 

7.  No  fcholar,  without  the  ap-  fined  according  to  the  pleafure  of 
probation  of  his  parents,  guardians  the  prefident  and  tutors. 

or  tutors,  ftiall  give  away,  fell,  or  14.  If  any  ftudent  is  abfent  from 
lend  any  thing.  If  he  does  he  {hall  the  prayers  or  leflbns,  without  be- 
be  fined  by  the  prefideut  and  tu-  ing  obliged  by  neceffity,  or  having 
tors  according  to  the  nature  of  the  obtained  leave  from  the  pfeiident 
offence.  or  tutors,    he  fliall  be  admonifhed 

8.  All  fcholars  mufl  wear  decent  according  to  the  wifdom  of  the 
apparel,  and  abllain  from  gaudy  prelidentor  tutors,  and  if  he  offend 
drefs,  nor  mufl:  any  go  out  of  the  more  than  once  a  week,  he  fhall 
college  without  his  gown  or  cloak,  be  liable  to  punifliment. 

9.  Every  Icholar  who  is  not  a  15.  No  ftudent  for  any  ciufe 
graduate,  fhall  only  be  called  by  whatever,  unlefs  firft  given  notice 
his  own  name  unlefs  he  is  a  fellow  of,  and  approved  by  the  prefident 
Commoner,  the  eldeft  fon  of  a  and  mafler,  fhall  be  abfent  from  the 
knight,  or  of  fome  noble  family.       flated  iUidiesand  exercifes  of  the 

10.  Every  commoner  fhall  pay  college,  except  an  half  hour  at 
five  pounds  for  the  conllant  ufe  of  breakfalf,  and  an  hour  and  an  halt 
the  college  before  he  is  admitted,     at  dinner;  at  nine  o'clock  at  night 

1 1 .  Every  fludent  in  the  condi-  they  fhall  be  called  to  fupper. 
tionof  apupil,  fhall  pay  two  pounds       16.  If  any  if  udent  tranfgrefs  any 

to  his  tutor  every  year;  but  if  he  is  divine  law,  or  rule  of  the  college 

acommoner,  he  fhall  pay  3  pounds,  wilfully,  or  through  mere  negli- 

12.  None  of  the  older  ftudeiits,  gence,  after  being  twice  admonifh- 
cxcept  the  tutors  or  fellows  fhall  edj  he  fhall  be  corrected  by  feverer 
be  allowed  to  force  any  of  the  puniflunents,  according  as  the  wif- 
younger  ones  to  go  errands,  or  do  dom  of  the  prefident  and  maflerS 
any  other  thing  by  threatenings,  fhall  think  proper.  But  for  atroci- 
words,  or  blows.  If  any  one,  not  ous  crimes,  the  pvuiifhment  fhali 
a  graduate,  break  this  rule,  he  fhall  be  more  funimarily  executed. 

be  punifhed  by  bodily  corret'^iun,        17.  Every  Icholar  who  upon  tri- 

txpullion,  or  otherwile  as  the  pre-  al,  can  interpret  the  Holy  Scrrp- 

fident  and  fellows  lliall  think  fit.  tures  from   the  original   text   into 

13.  Noneof  the  Ihulents  fhallbe  I^atin,  and  undcrllands  logic,  rra- 
allowcd  to  play  at  cards,  dice,  or  tural  and  moral  philofophy,  and  is 
any  kind  of  game  for  money,  un-  blameleis  in  his  converfation,  may, 
tier  the  penalty  of  tw<'nty  fhillings,  by  the  confent  of  the  prefident,  at 
as  often  as  he  fliall  offend,  if  he  is  feme  public  meeting,  be  admitted 

to 
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men  of  great  abilities,  and  of  good  charafler.  The 
greateft  number  of  both  their  magiftrates  and  clergy, 
■*in  the  reign  of  King  William,  had  been  bred  in  the 
Harvard  college,  and  were  perfons  of  no  mean  cha- 
racier  in  their  country.  A  lift  of  thofe  who  had  taken 
degrees  in  the  Harvard  college  from  1641  to  1696, 
and  of  their  churches  and  their  paftors  may  be  feen  in 
the  notes.  *  S  2  This 

to  the  firft  degree.  Otherwife,  not  divlnty,  Ihall  Hudy  divinity  five 
till  after  the  three  years  and  ten  years  from  the  time  of  taking  the 
months.  bachelors  degree,  and  before  he  be 
i8-  Every  Hudent  who  has  a  admitted  to  this  privilege,  he  fhall 
common  phce  and  fynoplis  of  lo-  once  be  opponent  and  once  relpon- 
gic,  natural  or  moral  philofophy,  dent,  in  fome  theological  quelHons, 
arithmetic,  geometry,  or  aftrono-  and  if  poffible,  to  a  doctor  in  divi- 
niy,  fhiU  exhibit  and  defend  his  nity.  He  fliali  preach  once  in  La- 
own  thefis,  and  alfo  being  found  tin  and  once  in  Englifli,  either  in 
^killed  in  the  original  tongues,  pro-  fome  church,  or  in  the  college  hall: 
yided  his  morals  are  good,  and  he  he  muft  fix  times  read  and  expound 
is  approved  by  the  college,  fhall  be  fome  portion  of  Scripture,  xinu 
judged  worthy  of  thefecond  degree,  within  an  year  after  a  folemn  intro- 

19.  It  is  ordained,  that  if  any  duftion,  he  mull:  propofe  a  quef- 
lludent  fhall  apply  himfelf  to  the  tion,  the  doubts  and  difficulties 
fludy  of  divinity  before  he  has  ta-  thereof  he  muft  refolve  in  the  col- 
ken   a  bachelors  degree,    he   fliall  lege  hall  publicly. 

take  a  degree  of  matter  of  arts,  and  21.  It  is  ordained,  that  befides 
apply  carefully  to  the  ftudy  of  divi-  thofe  exerclfes  to  be  performed  for 
nity  and  Hebrew,  which  he  fhall  degrees  in  divinity,  fuch  as  fnall  be- 
iludy  feven  years,  during  which  come  a  candidate  for  a  degree  of 
time,  he  fliall  difpute  againft  a  ba-  bachelor  in  divinity  fhall  be  ob- 
chelor  of  divinity,  and  once  be  a  liged  to  publifh  fome  tra£l,  accord- 
refpondent,  he  fhall  preach  once  in  ing  to  the  diredion  ot  the  mafters 
Latin,  and  once  in  Englifli,  either  of  the  college,  againft  fome  grofs 
jn  the  church,  or  in  the  college  error  or  herefy,  for  the  benefit  ot 
ball;  and   provided   he  has   made   the  church. 

fufhcient  progrefs,  he  fluli  be  made  22.  The  acndemical  degrees, 
a  bachelor  by  a  folemn  inaugura-  formerly  conferred  by  the  prefident 
tion;  with  this  provifo,  that  no  one  and  mafters  ot  the  Harvard  college, 
fliall  be  admitted  to  this  privilege  are  to  be  held  vulid  and  futlicient. 
before  "hg  has  ftudied  five  years  23.  Every  fchohr  fliall  procure 
from  the  time  that  he  has  taken  his  a  copy  of  thefe  laws  figned  by  the 
degree  of  mafter  of  arts.  prefident,  and  fome  of  thel"  tutors, 

20.  It  is  ordained,  that  fuch  as  before  he  is  admitted  into  the  col- 
{hall  defire  the  degree  of  do6lor  in  lege. 

*  A  Catalogue  of  Gentlemen  who  had  taken  degrees  in  the  Harvard, 

College,  from  1642  to  1698. 
164.2.  Tohii  Wilfon        Beniamin  Woodridsje     Georpe  Douning 

\\  m. 
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This  colony,  during  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fc- 
cond,  and  his  brother  James,  met  with  much  trouble, 
though  Charles  had  aftually  confirmed  their  charter, 
and  promifed  them  all  encopragement.  But  the  dif- 
putes  concerning  religion  had  almoft  ruined  all  their 
liberties.  When  this  fovereign  promifed  to  preferve 
their  patent,  and  confirm  their  charter,  he  alfo  re- 
quired, among  other  things,  a  refcinding  of  all  their 
laws,  and  a  repeal  of  every  thing  contrary  to  the  King's 
authority  J  the  allowance  of  the  ufe  of  the  Common 

Prayer, 


Wm.  Hubbard 
John  Bukley 
Sam.  Bellingham 
Henry  Saltohftal 
Tobias  Bernard 
Nathaniel  Brewfter 
3643.  John  Jones 
Sam.  Mather  fellow 
Sam.  Danford  fellow 
John  Allen 

1644.     1645. 
John  Oliver 
Jeremiah  Koland 
Wm.  Ames 
John  Ruflei 
Sam.  Stow 
Jacob  Ward 
Sam.  Johnfon 

1646.  John  Alcock 
John  Brock 
George  Stiik 
Nathaniel  White 

1647.  John  Barden 
Jonathan  Mitchel 
Nathaniel  Mather 
Confolant  Star 
Abraham  Waiver 
George  Hadden 
Wm.  MWlway 

1648,    1649. 
John  Rooer,  prefident 
Samuel  Jtatou 
Uriah  Oaks    ' 
John  Collins 
John  Bowers 


1650.  John  Glover 
Wm.  Stoughton 
Jofhua  Hobbart 
Jeremiah  Hobbart 
Edmund  Wild 
Sam.  Philips 
Leonard  Hoar 
Jfaac  Alerton 
Jonathan  I  nee 

1651.  John  Glover 
M.  Wigglcfvvorth 
Margena  Cotton 
Thomas  Dudley 
Henry  Butler 
Nathaniel  Pclhcim 
John  Davies 
Ifaac  Chancey 
Ichabod  Chancey 
Jonathan  Burr 

1652.  J.  Rowlandfon 

1653.  J.  Angier 
Thomas  Shepherd 
Samuel  Nowel 
Richard  Hubbard 
John  Whiting 
Sum.  Hooker 
Sam.  Willis 
John  Stone 
^Vm.  Thoinpfoij 
Edward  Rawfou 
Sam.  Badilreet 
lohn  Long 

Sam.  Whiting 
John  Moody 
Juiluia  Ambrofe 


Thoiiias  Crofby 
1653.   Philip  Nellon 

1655.  ^-  Bukley 
Mordicai  Mathefon 

1656.  John  Elliot 
Eleazer  Mather 
Increafe  Mather 
Robert  Paine 
Subai  Dummer 
John  Henfie 
Thomas  Grave 
John  Emerfon 

1657.  John  Hale 
Zechariah  Syms 
Zechariah  Brigdon 
John  Cotton 
Eliflra  Cook 
John  Whiting 
Barnabas  Chancey 

1658.  Jofeph  Elliot 
Jbf'eph  Haynes 
Benjamin  Bunker 
Jonah  Fordham 
John  Burfliam 
Sam.  Talcot 

Sam.  Shepherd 

1659.  Sam.  Alcock 
Nath.  Saltonftal 
Abijah  Savage 
Sam.  Willard 
Thomas  Parifli 
Sam.  Chever 
Ezek,  Rogers 

Sam.  Belcher 
Jacob  Noyes 

1660, 
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Prayer,  and  the  permiflion  of  perfons  of  all  perfua- 
fions  to  vote  at  their  eledtions.  Thefe  were  requifi- 
tions  they  were  not  ready  to  comply  with,  though  the 
latter  was  exceedingly  reafonable  j  and  for  their  non- 
compliance, loft  the  King's  favour,  and  fell  under  his 
difpleafure,  which  they  fufFered  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  reign. 

Inconfequenceofthis  difobedience,  the  King,  1664 
iflued  a  fpecial  commiflion  under  the  great  feal,  im- 


1660.  Sam.  Elliot 
Simon  Badftreet 
Nathaniel  Collins 
Wm.  Whittingham 
Jofeph  Cook 
Sam.  Carter 
Manaflah  Armitage 
Peter  Bukley 

1 66 1.  Daniel  Weld 
John  Bellingham 
Nathaniel   Chancey 
Jonathan  Chancey 
Compenfat  Ofborne 
Jofeph  Cook 
Jofeph  Whiting 
John  Parker 
Thomas  Johnfon 
Boraland  Sherman 
/662.   Mofes  Tufk 
John  Holioke 
Benjamin  Thompfon 
Solomon  Stodart 
Ephraim  Savage 
Thomas  Oaks 

1663.  John  Ryner 
Samuel  Symonds 
Samuel  Cabbot 
Benjamin  Blackman 
Thomas  Mighil 
Nathaniel  Cutler 

1664.  John  Flint 
Alexander  Nowel 
Jofeph  Pynchon 
Samuel  Brakconbur 
John  Woodbridge 


Jofeph  Eafterbrook 
Samuel  Street 

1665.  Jabez  Fox 
Benjamin  Elliott 
Jofeph  Dudley 
Samuel  Bifhop 
Edward  Mitchelfon 
Samuel  Mann 
Sperans  Arthurton 
Caleb  Cheefeaunick 

1666.  John  Filler 
John  Richardfoii 
Jofeph  Brown 
Daniel  Mafon 

1667.  John  Fo'ler 
Gerihom  Hobbart 
Nehemiah  Noyes 
John  Harriman 
Nathaniel  Atkinfon 
Japeth  Hobbart 
Nehemiah  Hobbart 

1668.  JohnCullick 
Adam  Winthorp 
Zechariah  Whitman 
Abraham  Pierfon 
John  Prudden 
i66g.  Samuel  Epps 
Daniel  Epps 
Jeremiah  Shepherd 
Daniel  Gookin 
John    Bridgham 
Daniel  Ruflel 
Jacob  Bagley 
Jofeph  Gerrifh 
Samuel  Treat 


powering 

1670.  Tho.  Clarke 
Nathaniel  Higgiton 
A.  Ruhamah  Corbet 
George  Burrough 

1 67 1.  Ifaac  Fofter 
Samuel  Danforth 
Samuel  Phipps 
Samuel  Sewali 
Samuel  Mather  , 
Peter  Thacker 
Wm.  Adam 
Thomas  Wild 
John  Bowles 
John  Norton 
Edward  Taylor 

1672.  1673, 
Edward  Pelhem 
George  Hancock 
Samuel  Angier- 
John  Nife 

1674.  Edm.  Davie 
Thomas   Serjeant 

1675.  John  Pike 
Jofeph  Hanley 
Jonathan  Ruffel 
Peter  Oliver 
Samuel  Andrew 
James  Minot 
Timothy  Woodbridge 
Daniel  Allen 

John  Emerfon 
Nathaniel    Gookin 

1676.  Tho.  Shepherd 
Thomas  Brattle 
Jeremiah  Cufliing 

1677 
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powering  Colonel  Nichols,  and  three  others,  therein 
named,  to  go  over  and  enquire  into  the  Hate  of  the 
colony,  and  to  hear  and  determine  all  complaints,  and 
appeals  in  all  caufes,  and  matters  civil,  military.,  or 
criminal,  according  to  their  good  and  found  difcretion, 
and  to  fuch  inftruftions  as  they  had  or  Ihould  receive. 
Upon  the  return  and  report  of  thefe  commiflioners 
various  complaints  and  fuits  were  brought  againll 
this  colony,  till  at  laft  they  ended  in  the  condemna- 
tion 


1677.  Tho.  Cheveis 
John  Danforth 
Edward  Payfon 
Samue!  Svveetman 
Joft*i:>h  Copper 
Thomas  Scottow 

1678.  John  Cotton 
Cistton  Mather 
Giandal  Rawfon 
Urian  Oaks 

1679.  Edward  Oaks 
Jonathan  Danforth 
James  Allen 
Thomas  jBarnard 
t68o.  James  Oliver 
llichard  Martin 
John  Loveret 
W'm.  Brattle 
3'ericvai  Green 
:t68i.  John  Cotton 
Samuel  Mitchel 
John   riafting 
Noadiali  Ruflel 
Jofeph  Pierpont 
John  l)avic 
J^amuel  RufTel 
\Vm.  Danil'on 
Jofeph  Elliot 

1682.   1683 
Samuel  Danforth 
John  Williams 
\Vm.  Williams 
1684.  John  Rogers 
John  l^cnnifon 
Guidon  Saltci;{h;il 


Richard  Wenfley 
Samuel  Miles 
Nehemiah  Walters 
Jofeph  Webb 
Edward  Thorn pfon 
Benjamin  Roll 
1685.  Henry  Gibbs 
Thomas  Dubley 
"Warham  Mather 
Nathaniel  Mather 
Rowland  Cotton 
Thomas  Berry 
Joiin  Whiting 
Edward  Biiles 
John  Elliot 
Samuel  Shepherd 
Peter  Ruck 
Ifaac  Greenwood 
Jobn  White 
fonaihnn  Pierpont 
"1686.  Robert  Hale 
F  ran  cis  W^ai  nw  ri  gh  t 
Benjamin  Lynd 
Daniel  Rogers 
George  Philips 
Charleb  Chancey 
Nichohis  Morton 
16S7.  [ohn  Clark 
John  Davt-nport 
Na'huiiiel   Rogec 
John  Mitchel 
])aiiiel  Brewer 
Timothy  Stc])hens 
Nathaniel  WeUIi 
Jofeph  Viiii'd 


Henry  Newman 
Jofias  Dwight 
Seth  Shove 

1688.   1689. 
James  Allen 
Samuel   Moody 
Wm.    Payne  . 
Addington  Davenport 
John  Haynes 
Wm.  Partridge 
Richard  Whitingham 
John  Enierfon 
John  Sparrowhauk 
Benjamin  Marfton 
John  Eveleth 
Benjamin  Pieii^nt, 
John  Hancock 
'J"h'omas  Swan 
1690.  Paul  Dudley 
Samuel  Mather 
John  Willard 
Daniel  Dennifon 
John  Jones 
Jofeph  Wliiting 
Nathaniel  Clap 
Jofeph  Belcher 
Nathaniel  Stone 
John  Claik 
'Thomas  Buckingham 
Samuel  Mansfield 
Peter  Burr 
John  Seleck 
John  Newmatch- 
Thomas  Greenwood 
Benjamin  Wadfworth 
Thomas 
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t'lori  of  the  chafter,  and  the  total  difTolution  of  their 
government,  in  the  year  1684,  Charles  gave  the  finifli- 
ing  ftroke  to  their  charter,  and  his  brother  James  fuc- 
ceeded,  to  exercife  a  defpotifm  over  them  in  its  ut- 
mbfl  extent.  Sir  Edmund  Andros  was  appointed  to 
be  their  governor,  who  would  not  fuffer  them  to  e- 
led:  an  aflemBly  or  council,  or  to  have  any  other  go- 
vernment than  what  depended  upon  hi5  arbitrary  plea- 
fure.  He  himfelf  made  laws,  raifed  troopo,  levied 
taxes,  and  managed  all  things  with  a  coun.il  of  his  own 
creatures,  whom  he  made  the  inftruments  of  his  tyran- 

Thomas  Ruggles 
Stephen  IViix 
Edmund  Goff 
Nicholas  Lynd 
Eenj.  Eatlerbicok 

1 69 1.  JohnTyng 
Ebenezer  Pemberton 
Thomns   Mackarty 
Jofeph  Lord 
Chrillopher  Tappen 
Samnel  Emmery 
Thomas  Arkinfon 
Timothy  Edwards 

1692.  John  Mors 
Benjamin  Coleman 
Zechariah  Alder 
Ebenezer  White 
James  Townfliend 
Caleb  Cufiiing 

X693.   Ifir.c  Chancey     Jonathan  Law 
Stephen  Buckingham     Ezekiel  Lewis 
Henry  Flint 
Simon   Bradftreet 
John  Wade 
Nathaniel  Hodfbn 
Pen  Townfend 
Nathaniel  Williams 
Georec  Denilbn 


Benjamin  Ruggle 
Wm.  Grofvenor 
1694.  John  Filch 
Adam  Wintworth 
John  \¥oodbiidge 
Dudley  Woodb ridge 
Elepheiat  Adams 
Johp  Savage, 
John  Batantjne 
Sainton  Trent 
169^.  Samuel  Vaflal 
"^^^alter  Price 
Richard  Saltonftal 
John  Hubbard 
Simon  Willard 
Hubijah  Savage 
Oliver  Noyfe'! 
Thomas  Phips 
Timothy  Lyndal 


Tohn  Woodward 
jofeph  Baxter 
Wm.  Ye  fey 
Nathaniel  Huntincr 


Thomas  Blowers 
Thomas  Little 
John  Perkin 
Jedcdiah  Andrews 
John  Sn\ith 
John  Robinfon 
Jofeph  Green 
Jofeph  Mors 
Nicholas  Webfter     ' 
1696.  Pet^r  Thacher 
Georcre  Vaughan 


Dudley  Woodbridge 
Jonathan  Remington 
Sam.  Whitman 
Sam.  Eilabrook 
Andiew  Gardiner 
Sam.  Mel  yen 

1697.  Elifha  Cook 
Anthony  Stodart 
Jabez  Wakeman 
Nathaniel  Collins 
Sam.  Burr 
John  Read 
Sam.  Moody 
Rici  ad  Brown 
Hugh  Adams 
John  Swift 
John  Southmaid 
Jofeph  Coil 
Jofeph  Parfons 

1698.  John  Co  ton 
Thomas  Symms 
Sam.  iMatiier 
Jofiah  Willard 
Dudley  Bradilreet 
J'eter  Cutler 
John  Fox 

Nathaniel  Hubbard 
Henry  Swan  ' 
John  Whj^^e 
Jollah  Torry 
Oxcnbridge  Thacher 
Ricl-.ard  Billing's. 


This  is  the  Catalogue  as  it  flood  in  the  fixth  of  Auguft  1698.  At 
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ny,  and  the  promoters  of  the  ends  of  his  covetoufncfs. 
New-England  was  now  in  a  moft  difmal  fituation; 
their  charters  were  difTolved,  and  the  whole  province 
brought  into  a  ftate  of  abfolute  fubjeftion.  They 
were  told  that  their  charters  being  difTolved,  their 
titles  to  their  lands  were  forfeited  therewith,  and 
now  belonged  to  the  King.  Under  this  pretence, 
they  were  called  upon  to  take  out  new  parents  for 
their  lands,  fubjed  to  fuch  fines  as  fhould  be  impofed^ 
and  writs  of  cjeftment  were  brought  againft  fuch  as 
refufed,  to  put  them  out  of  their  pofTefTion.  This 
was  tyranny  with  a  witnefs,  but  exceedingly  confifl- 
ent  with  the  other  meafures  of  the  government  at 
that  time.  The  colony  deferved  to  feel  fome  chaf- 
tifement  for  their  fpirit  of  intolerance  ;  but  this  was 
chaftifement  beyond  all  meafure,  and  from  hands  that 
were  guilty  of  higher  tranfgrefTions.  A  general  ex- 
ception was  alfo  made  to  all  titles,  in  confequence  of 
the  difTolving  of  the  charter,  and  the  towns  were  de- 
clared to  be  incapable  of  receiving  any  eflates  ;  this 
rendered  their  fituation  truly  abjeft.  The  town  of  Ipf- 
wich  remonftrated  againfl  paying  taxes  levied  by  the 
governor's  fole  authority,  without  the  confent  of 
an  affembly,  or  of  the  parliament,  and  the  feleft  men 
voted,  "  That  in  as  much  as  it  is  againfl  the  privi- 
lege of  Englifh  fubjeds,  to  have  money  raifed  with- 
oyt  their  confent,  in  an  affembly  or  parliament,  they 

therefore 

At  the  time  of  coUedlng  tlie  above  catalogue,  there  were  in  the 
three  colonies  of  Plymouth,  MaUhchuletts,  and  Conne6ticutj  an  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  congregations,  and  ot  the  minifters  of  thefe,  there 
were  above  eighty,  graduates  of  the  Harvard  college,  and  many  of 
them  men  of  good  learning,  and  excellent  parts. —Plymouth  coun- 
ty, 7. — Barn'rui'ule,  6. — Ijrillol,  6. — Martha's  Vineyard,  Nantulker, 
:ind  iUinde-llland,  4. — Suftolk  county,  ao.-^Middlefex,  22.' — Eiiex, 
23. — Hampfhire  and  Pafcataqiia,  15. — Fierttord,  12. — London  coun- 
ty, 8.— New-Haven,  6. — Fairfield,  0. — Total,  139. 
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therefore  will  petition  the  King  for  liberty  of  an  af- 
fembly,  before  they  make  any  rates,"  For  this,  two 
of  them  were  imprifoned,  and  the  reft  fined  twenty, 
thirty,  and  fifty  pounds  a  man. 

In  this  condition  of  opprefllon,  did  this  colony,  and 
fome  others  remain,  till  the  acceflion  of  King  William 
to  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  when  the  people  of  Bo- 
fton  feized  upon  their  governor,  and  called  a  convention. 
This  affembly  added  two  new  agents  to  the  two  that 
■were  in  England,  and  fent  them  over  with  inftruftions, 
to  folicit  the  continuance  of  their  ancient  charter, 
and  all  its  rights  and  privileges;  and  if  there  £hould 
be  an  opportunity,  to  endeavour  the  obtaining  fucht 
further  privileges  as   might  be  of  benefit  to  the  colo- 
ny.    It  had  been  refolved  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
that  the  feizing  of  the  charters  of  the  corporations 
and  colonies,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fecond,  was 
illegal,  and  a  bill  had  been  brought  in  for  the  renew- 
al of  them,  but  it  did  not  pafs,  though  it  was  the  ge- 
neral fenfe  of  the  befl  friends  of  the  conftitution,  thac 
it  ought  to  have  pafTed.     From  this  con{ideration> 
the  agents,  however,  concluded,  that  they  might  be 
allowed  to  refume  their  charter,  which,  according  to 
the  opinion  of  the  mofl  noted  lawyers,  could  have 
been  of  very  little  fervice  to  them,  whenever  an  ar- 
bitrary miniflry  fhould  think  fit  to  confine  them  to  the 
letter   thereof.     The  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf 
when  he  confiders  the  charter,  whether  it  is  liable  to 
the  defefts  which  are  imputed  to  it.     The  opinion  of 
council,  which  was  taken  at  that  time,  was,"That  a  bare 
reftitution  of  the  Maffachufetcs  charter  could  be  of  no 
fervice  at  all,  becaufe  it  was  defective  in  five  particulars. 
They  had  no  power  thereby  to  call  a  feiecb  alTembly, — • 
no  power  to  lay  taxes,  and  raife  money  on  the  inhabi- 
tants, whether  freemen,  or  ftrangers    trading    with 
Vol.  I.  T  themj 
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them; — they  had  no  admiralty, — no  power  to  keep 
a  prerogative  court,  to  prove  wills,  nor  to  ereft  courts 
of  judicature,  elpecially  chancery  courts.  Some  of 
their  agents  were  very  zealous  to  have  the  old  char- 
ter renewed,  but  it  would  appear,  they  either  did  not 
■underfland  the  nature  of  it,  nor  were  aware  of  the 
confequences  which  might  arife  from  the  quirks  of 
lawyers,  concerning  their  not  literally  fulfilling  the> 
conditions  thereof.  The  charter  did,  indeed  affirm 
that  they  had  power  to  imprifon,  or  inflid  punifhment 
in  criminal  cafes,  according  to  the  courfe  of  corpo- 
rations in  England;  but  the  lawyers  faid,  that  unlcfs 
capital  cafes  were  exprefsly  mentioned,  the  power  could 
r.ot  TCcLchthem:  That  they  had  no  power  to  ereft  ju- 
dicatories, or  courts  for  probates  of  wills,  or  with  ad- 
miralty jurifdiftion;  nor  had  they  power  to  conftitute 
an  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  nor  impofe  taxes  on  the 
inhabitants;  nor  to  incorporate  towns,  colleges,  or 
fchools,  which  power  and  privileges  they  had,  not- 
withftanding,  ufurped;  and  of  confequence,  by  lawj 
had  forfeited  their  charter.  An  hiftorian  who  reads 
the  tranfa<5tions  of  thofe  times,  and  judges  upon  the 
principles  of  common  fenfe,  finds  himfclf  greatly 
:it  a  lofs,  when  he  finds  a  power  granted  to  a  people 
to  make  laws  to  themfclves,  provided  they  are  con- 
fiftent  with  the  laws  of  England,  and  yet  men  who 
jpretend  to  know  the  lav/  better  than  others,  decla- 
ring that  there  are  many  things  which  the  fubjeds 
in  England  may  do,  that  thofe  in  America  may  not 
do;  were  mankind  diverted  of  fclfillmefs  and  preju- 
dice, they  would  certainly  infer,  that  an  authority  to 
make  laws  fuited  to  any  focietv,  aprecablc  to  the  laws 
of  another  fociety,  implied  a  right  to  make  as  many 
as  they  pleafed,  provided  they  were  confiftent  with 
that  general  rule.     If  this  is  not  the  meaning  of  the 

words 
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words  of  the  charter,  it  will  be  difficult  to  fay  what 
is  the  meaning  of  words.  It  has  been  alledged  that 
the  American  charters  cannot  be  infifted  upon,  as  giv-r 
ing  them  a  right  of  exemption  from_  the  jurifdiction 
of  parliament ;  and  it  is  certainly  true  :  but  it  is  alfo 
true,  that  all  incorporated  towns  in  England  have  a 
fhare  in  the  legiQature,  which  the  colonifts  have  not ; 
,  which  right  they  have  by  their  charters.  It  does  not 
appear  that  thefe  colonifts  wanted  to  be  free  from 
the  jurfdielion  of  parliament,  but  to  have  a  lliare  in 
the  legiflature  which  pretends  to  tax  them,  which  is 
certainly  reafonable.  And  as  their  local  circumllances 
renders  it  next  to  impoflible  for  them  to  attend  in 
England,  they  only  aPK  the  privilege  which  Britons 
require  at  home,  to  tax  themfelves  by  their  own  re- 
prefentatives ;  and  if  they  are  free  men  at  all,  and 
not  (laves,  this  mufl  be  their  undoubted  privilege. 

In  confidering  the  charaders  of  nations  and  peo- 
.pie,  it  will  be  diffi^cult  to  find  confillency  in  the  con-, 
du6l  of  any  that  have  yet  exifted  in  this  world.  Our 
colonifts  who  fled  from  perfecution  in  their  native 
country,  turned  tyrants  to  fome  of  their  brethren, 
when  once  they  got  the  power  into  their  own  hands. 
The  Anabaptifts  and  Quakers  were  the  obje6ls  of 
their  higheft  averfion  :  they  perfecuted  them  with  un- 
relenting rigour,  even  unto  death ;  and  becaufe  they 
could  not  believe  the  fame  creed  with  them,  they  de- 
nied them  the  privilege  of  men  and  citizens.  This 
was  perverting  religion  to  the  worft  of  purpofes,  and 
making  the  mild  and  merciful  dictates  of  our  Saviour, 
the  ground  work  of  malice,  tyranny,  and  perfecution. 
This  is  fuch  a  blot  in  the  character  of  the  fir  ft  fettlers,  ' 
that  nothing  can  wipe  away  the  reproach  from  their 
fuccefTors,  but  a  total  renunciation  of  both  prin- 
ciples and  practices  which  their  progenitors  purfued. 

T  2        "  Libert.'; 
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Liberty,  the  noble  privilege  of  all  honeft  men,  can 
never  be  confiftently  maintained,  without  allowing  o- 
thers  as  much  as  we  take  to  our  felves,  while  they  do 
not  hold  pradical  principles,  deftrudtive  of  the  rights 
of  ^11  other  people.  It  has  been  too  often  the  dilpo- 
fition  of  religious  focieties,  to  blend  the  ideas  of  civil 
and  religious  things,  and  to  make  a  certain  form  of 
religion,  ?ifine  qua  noKj  of  men's  right  to  enjoy  the  li- 
berty of  free  citizens.  This  at  once  makes  the  king- 
dom of  our  Lord  a  kingdom  of  this  world,  and  ren- 
ders every  form  of  godlinefs  a  tool  of  private  intereft, 
felfifhnefs  and  pride.  How  far  the  colonifts  have  re- 
formed their  pradlices  in  this  point,  will  appear  in  the 
fequelofthis  hiftory  j  where  they  Ihall  be  let  In  that 
light  they  defer ve,  as  far  as  their  acftions  point  them 
out.  Free  from  partiality  to  friends  or  foes,  we  fhall 
endeavour  to  fleer  our  courfe,  and  keep  trqth  in 
view,  as  the  unerring  compafs  of  all  true  and  im- 
partial hiftory.  But  we  fhall  now  return  to  the  more 
immediate  caufes  of  the  prefent  war,  and  the  chief 
obje<5l  of  this  hiftory. 

The  fatisfadion  which  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  a6b 
gave  the  colonifts,  did  not  remove  their  apprehenfions 
concerning  the  defigns  of  the  miniftry  to  opprefs 
them  i  and  the  future  proceedings  of  the  Englifh  par- 
liament, in  giving  fan<5l:ion  to  the  requifitions  of  the 
executive  power,  did  fully  confirm  their  apprehen- 
fions. The  laws  that  were  pafTed  this  year,  for  the 
purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue  in  the  colonies,  by  the 
laying  of  duties  on  the  importation  of  glafs  and  pa- 
per, and  other  commodities  from  Britain,  and  l;he 
confequcnt  eftablifliment  of  cuftom-houfes  in  their 
ports,  alarmed  them  greatly.  Thefe  produced  dread- 
ful convulfions  in  the  colonies,  and  produced  confe- 
quences  highly  prejudicial  to  the  conimeicial  interefts 

of 
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of  the  mothsr  country.  Jt  will  at  leaft  appear  unfor- 
tunate, if  not  altogether  impolitic,  after  the  recent 
examples  of  the  mifchief  that  attended  the  ftamp  a6l, 
and  the  confequent  repeal  thereof,  from  a  conviftion 
of  thofe  evils,  a  meafure  of  a  like  tendency  fhoiild 
have  been  fo  fpeedily  adopted,  before  the  chagrin 
on  account  of  the  former  irritation  was  worn  off  the 
|<  ynindsof  the  colonifts.  Much  the  fame  arguments 
have  been  ufed  in  the  defence  of  thofe  meafures  that 
were  made  in  fuppor^of  the  ftamp  aft,  which  ihall 
be  taken  notice  of,  after  we  have  confidered  the  op- 
pofition  that  was  made  to  the  nev/  ftatutes  of  this  year. 
The  firft  vifible  inftance  of  oppofition  Ihewn  to 
thefe  ftatutes,  happened  at  Bofton,  0(5tober  27th, 
1767,  where  the  inhabitants,  at  a  general  meeting, 
formed,  and  agreed  to  feveral  refolutions,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  manufactures,  promoting  frugality, 
andceconomy,  and  forleffening  and  reftraining  ofalL 
fuperfluities.  Thefe  refolutions,  which  were  all  c^ 
them  in  the  firft  inftance  prejudicial  to  the  commerce 
of  Britain,  contained  an  enumeration  of  articles, 
which  it  was  determined  not  to  ufe  at  all,  or  in  as 
low  a  degree  as  pofllble.  At  the  fame  time,  a  fub- 
fcription  was  opened,  and  a  committee  appointed  for 
the  encouragement  of  their  own  former  manufac- 
tures, and  the  eftabliftiment  of  new  cines.  Am.ong 
thefe,  it  was  agreed  to  give  particular  encouragement 
to  the  making  of  paper  andglafs,  and  the  other  com- 
modities that  were  liable  to  the  paym.ent  of  new  du- 
ties upon  importation.  It  was  alfo  refolved  to  re- 
ftrain  the  expences  of  funerals,  and  to  reduce  drefs 
to  a  degree  of  primitive  fimplicity  an3*  plainnefs,  and 
in  general,  not  to  purchafe  from  the  mother  country 
any  thing  that  could  be  procured  in  the  colonies. 
Thefe  refolutions  were  adopted,  or  fimilar  ones  a- 

greed 
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greed  upon  by  all  the  old  colonies  on  tile  continenf. 
The  government  of  Britain  might  have  by  this  time 
perceived  that  a  people  of  fuch  a  Spartan  tafte  were 
not  to  be  eafily  frightened  into  compliance  Vv'ith  fufpi- 
cious,  or  arbitrary  acts  of  a  legillature,  where  they 
had  none  to  reprefcnt  them.  A  people  that  have  as 
much  public  virtue  as  to  become  unfafhionable,  for 
the  fake  of  preferring  the  rights  of  the  community, 
and  can  rcftrain  their  pafTions  and  appetites  for  the 
fake  of  their  country,  are  not  eafily  to  be  driven  to 
a  compliance  with  acts  they  conceive  to  be  unreafon- 
able.  Whatever  may  be  the  errors  or  millakes  in  the 
conduft  of  the  colonifts,  and  however  far  they  may 
have  aftcd  v/rong  in  fome  particulars,  yet  they  have 
ihewn  a  fteadinefs  of  principle  and  pra6lice,  that  ha$ 
at  leaft  the  appearance  of  virtue,  and  which  their  ene- 
mies muft  admire,  though  their  pride  will  not  fiifFer 
them  to  acknowledge  it. 

What  had  lately  irritated  both  parties  in  this  dif- 
pute,  was  the  proceedings  of  the  afTembly  at  New- 
York,  and  the  aft  of  the  Britifli  parliament,  made  in 
confequence  thereof.  It  had  been  appointed  by  par- 
liament in  the  lad  fefllon,  that  the  people  of  New- 
York  fliould  provide  for  the  King's  troops,  according 
to  a  method  exprelTed  in  the  aft;  which  the  afTembly,, 
inRead  of  obferving,  purfued  a  meafure  of  their  own, 
without  paying  any  regard  to  the  prefcription  of  par- 
liam.ent./' Whether  they  fhewed  this  oppofition  out 
of  mere  wilfulnefs,  or  claimed  it  as  a  principle  of 
right,  to  obferve  their  own  way  in  providing  for  the 
troops,  I  will  mpt  afErm;  but  this  was  fo  ofFenfive  to 
the  legiilatute  of  Britain,  that  they  pafled  an  aft,  June 
15th,  wliereby  the  governor,  council,  and  aflembly 
ot  New- York,  are  prohibited  from  paffing  any  aft  ot 
alTcmbly  whatfoever,  till  they  had  complied  with  the 
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t^rms  of  the  ad  of  parliament  in  every  particular. 
This  was  defigned  as  a  leflbn  to  the  other  color.ies, 
to  teach  them  more  reverence  to  afts  of  the  Britifh 
leginature;  but  it  did  not  produce  the  intended  ef- 
fect; for  the  colonifts  who  had  begun  to  queftion  the 
right  of  the  parliament  to  make  laws  for  them,  were 
not  difpofed  to  obey  ^,  ilatute  that  was  fpecially  de- 
figned to  point  out  that  they  were  in  a  ftate  of  vaf- 
falage.  By  fuch  oppofition  of  conduct,  the  leading 
a6lors  on  both  fides  grew  more  and  more  warm  in 
t'heir  dilpofition,  and  fcarcely  could  reflrain  themfelves 
within  th6  bounds  of  decency  and  temper.  The 
fpeeches  of  each  party  were  often  uncharitable,  and 
recriminating,  and  exprefled  more  the  fpirit  of  party 
than  liberality  offentiment,  becomiing  contenders  for 
liberty  and  the  rights  of  mankind. 

'  We  are  now  approaching  to  the  beginning  of  an 
year  that  is  crowded  with  incidents,  and  teems  with 
tranfaftions  of  the  greateft  importance.  The  fpirits 
of  the  colonies  were  now  agitated  to  a  degree  of  en- 
thufiafm  for  their  liberties,  and  they  confidered  every 
nev/  afl  of  parliament  as  a  frelh  attack  upon  their  free- 
dom, and  an  infult  to  their  underftanding.  Upon  the 
eleventh  of  February,  1768,  the  affembly  ofMaflTachu* 
fetts  bay  fent  a  circular  letter,  ligned  by  their  fpeaker 
to  all  the  other  colonies  in  North  America*.  The  de- 
fign  of  this  letter,  was  to  Ihew  the  dangerous  ten- 
dency of  the  late  ails   of  parliament,   to   reprefent 

them 

•CIRCULAR    LETTER. 

Gentlemen,       BoJlpn^Sept.  14.  pofed   upon  the  people,    without 

Yoa   -are  already  too  well  ac-  iheir  confent#  taxes  deligncd  tor 

quainted  with  the  nieicmcholy  and  the  fupport  of  the  civil  j^ovcrnraenL 

very   alarming    circuraltances    to  in  the  colonies,  in  u  manner  clear- 

wliich  this  province,  as  well  as  A-  ly  unconi'titutional  and  contrary  to 

ijierica  in  general,  is  now  reduced,  that  in  which,  till  ot  late,  govern- 

Taxes  eo^ually  detriiaental  to  the  meut  has  been  fupporceJ,   by  thu 

commercial  intereits  of  the  parent  free  gitt  or' the  people  in  the  Ame- 

couutry  and  her  colonies,  ai'c  i;r»-  ncau  alTeniblicii  or  parliiimenrs ;  n^. 
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them  as  unconftitutional,  and  to  propofe  a  comrriori 
union  amongthecolonifesinthepurfuitofall  legal  mea- 
fiires  to  prevent  their  effe6t,  on  an  harmony  in  their 
applications  to  government,  to  obtain  a  repeal  of 
them.  It  alfo  largely  fets  forth  their  conftitutional 
rights  as  Englifh  fubjeftsj  all  of  which  they  affirm 
were  infringed  by  rhefe  new  laws. 

At  this  period,  and  for  fome  yeftrs  before  the  af- 
fembly  of  Maffachiifetts  bay  and  their  governor  had 
almofl  differed  in  their  opinion  upon   every   fubjeft, 

which 

alfo  for  tlie  iTiaintennnce  of  a  large  bly;  and  the  fecretary  of  ftate  for 
Handing  army;  not  tor  the  defence  the  American  department,  in  one 
of  the  newly  acquired  territories,  of  his  letters  communicated  to  the 
bnt  for  the  old  colonies,  and  in  late  houfe,  has  been  pleafcd  to  fay, 
titiic  of  peace.  The  decent,  hum-  *  proper  care  will  be  taken  for  the 
ble,  and  truly  loyal  applications  fupport  of  the  dignity  of  govern- 
and  petitions  trom  the  reprefenta-  ment;' the  meaning  of  which  is  to» 
tives  of  this  province,  for  the  re-  plain  to  be  mifundctftood. 
drelsof  thefe  heavy  and  very  threa-  The  concern  and  perplexity  inta 
tening  grievances,  have  hitherto  which  thefe  things  have  thrown 
becninetVedual,  beinL;  alTured  from  the  people,  have  been  greatly  ag- 
authentic  inte]lit;oncc  that  they  gravated  by  a  late  declaration  of  his 
have  not  reached  the  royal  car:  excellency  Governor  Bernard,  that 
the  only  eftcftot  tranfmirting  thefe  one  or  more  regiments  may  foon 
appliciitions  hitherto  perceiveable,  be  expeded  in  this  province.  . 
has  been  a  mandate  from  one  of  his  The  defign  of  thefe  troops  is  e- 
majefty's  fccretaries  of  flate,  to  the  very  one's  apprehenlion  ;  nothing 
governor  of  this  province,  to  dif-  {hort  of  enforcing  by  military  pow- 
folve  the  general  aflembly,  merely  er  the  execution  of  a^s  of  parlia- 
becaufe  the  late  houfe  of  rcprefen-  ment,  in  the  forming  of  which  the 
tatives  refufed  to  refcind  a  refolu-  colonies  have  not,  and  cannot  have 
tion  of  a  former  houfe,  which  im-  any  conftitutional  influence.  This 
plied  nothing  more  than  a  right  in  is  one  of  the  greatelt  diftrefTes  to 
the  Ann-ricaii  fuhjcdts  to  unite  in  which  a  tree  people  can  be  reduced, 
humble  and  dutiful  petitions  to  The  town  which  wehave  the  ho- 
t  heir  gracious  fovercign,v/hcn  they  nour  to  ferve  have  taken  thefe  things 
tound  themfelvcs  :iygrieved:  this  at  their  late  meeting  into  their  moil 
is  a  right  naturally  innerent  in  eve-  ferious  confideration:  And  as  there 
ry  man,  and  cxprefbly  iecog;nIzed  is  in  the  minds  of  many  a  prevailing 
at  the  glorious  Revolution  as  the  apprehenfionofan  approaching  war 
birth-light  of  an  Englifhir.an.  with  France,  they  luive  pafTed  the 
This  diffoluticn  you  are  fenfible  feveral  votes,  which  we  tranfmit  to 
has  taken  place;  the  governor  has  you,  defiring  that  they  may  be  im- 
publicly  ai)d  repeated  declared  mediately  laid  before  the  town 
that  he  cannot  call  another  alfem-  whofe  prudentials  are  in  ygur  care, 

Oil 
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which  had  been  the  occafion  of  continual  altercation. 
This-  altercation  was  carried  on  with  great  afperity; 
on  both  fides,  and  both  parties  feenied  more  attentive 
to  keenefs  of  expreffion,  and  feverity  in  their  replies, 
than  to  the  propriety  of  meafures,  or  the  advantages  of 
civil  government.  Thefe  difputes  fo  foured  the  tem- 
pers of  the  parties;  that  it  was  not  eafy  for  them  to 
purfue  meafures  in  connexion,  without  fhewing  a 
temper  inconfiftent  with  mutual  confidence.  Gover- 
nor Bernard  was  confidered  as  a  perfon  who  was 
looking  up  to  the  fovereign,  for  a  dignity  which  his 
pride  fuggefted  to  him'he  deferved,  and  for  that  rea- 
fon,  was  more  careful  to  pleafe  the  miniftry,  than  to 
ftudy  the  real  advantage  of  the  colony.  He  had 
fhewn  an  imperious  ftiffnefs  in  his  behaviour,  which, 
did  not  fuit  the  temper  of  a  people  that  were  exceed- 
ing jealous  of  their  liberty.  His  anfwers  to  their  pe- 
titions and  requefts  were  formal,  arbitrary,  and  will-* 
fully  difobliging*j  and  inftead  of  endeavouring  to 
Vol.  I.  U  foftea 

at  a  legal  meeting,  for  their  candid  of  mind,  they  may  be  in  danger  o£ 
and  particular  attention.  falling  into. 

Deprived  of  the  councils  of  a  ge-  As  it  is  of  importance  that  th-S 
neral  aflembly  in  this  dark  and  dif-  convention  fhould  meet  as  Ibou  as 
ficult  fcalon,  the  loyal  people  of  may  be,  fo  early  a  day  as  the  2 2d 
this  province,  will,  we  are  perfiia-  of  this  inftant  September  has  been 
ded,  immediately  perceivR  the  pro-  propofed  for  that  purpofe — and  ic 
priety  and  utility  of  the  propofed  is  hoped  the  remoteif  towns  will 
committee  of  convention  :  and  the  by  that  time,  or  as  foon  after  as 
found  and  wholefome  advice  that  conveniently  may  be,  return  theic 
may  beexpcfted  from  a  number  of  refpedive  commitiees. 
(■enflemen  chofen  by  themfelves.  Not  doubting  but  that  you  are 
and  in  whom  they  may  repofe  the  equally  concerned  with  us,  and  our 
greateft  conlidence,  muil  tend  to  fellow  citizens,  for  the  prefervatioii 
the  real  fervice  of  our  gracious  fo-  of  our  invaluable  rights,  and  for 
vereign,  and  the  welfare  of  his  fub-  the  general  happinefs  of  our  coun- 
jedsin  this  province,  and  may  haj>-  try,  and  that  you  aredifpofed  with 
pily  prevent  any  fudden  and  uncon-  equal  ardour  to  exert  yourfelves  in 
nedfed  meafures,  which  in  tiieir  every  conftitutional  way  for  fo  glo- 
prefent  anxiety,   and  even   agony  rious  a  purpofe. 

Signed  by  the  feleft-men. 

*  To  the  Gentlemen  alTembled  at  Faneuil-hall,  under  the  name  oi  a 
Committee  of  Convention.  At 
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foften  the  tempers  of  the  aflembly  already  fufficiently 
rankled  and  over  heated,  he  added  fuel  to  the  flame, 
by  talking  of  prerogative,  and  the  determination  of 
the  fovereign  to  fupport  his  dignity.  It  was  ftrongly 
fufpedled  that  the  royal  determination  depended  much 
tipon  the  reprefentation  that  he  had  given  of  the  co- 
lonifts,  and  that  the  minifterial  vengeance  proceeded 
in  a  great  meafure  from  thofe  partial  accounts  of  the 
temper  of  the  people  reprefented  in  his  letters  to  the 
minifters  of  ftate. 

A  letter  v/hich  the  governor  received  from  the 
iEarl  ofShelburne,  one  of  the  principal  fecretaries  of 
ftate,  and  which  contained  fome  fevere  ftridures  on 
the  behaviour  of  the  colonies,  and  the  condudl  of  the 
MaflTachufetts  affembly,  was,  by  the  order  of  the  go- 
vernor, and  according  to  its  original  defign,  read  to 
that  body  by  their  fecretary.  This  produced  great 
debates  in  the  aflembly,  when  feveral   fevere  things 

were 

As  I  have  lately  received  from  liis  law  may  excufe  what  is  paft:  a  flop 
majefty  llrift  orders  to  fupport  his  farther  will  take  away  that  plea. 
I'onftltiitional  authority  within  this  It  is  therefo<-e  my  duty  to  inter* 
jjovernment,  I  cannot  fit  ftill,  and  pofe,  at  this  inftan^,  before  it  is  too 
ifee  fo  notorious  a  violation  of  it,  late.  I  do  therefore  earneftly  ad- 
as  the  calling  an  aireml)ly  ot  the  monifli  you,  that  inftantly,  and  be- 
pcople  by  private  perfons  only,  fore  you  do  any  bufinels,  you  break 
Por  a  meeting  of  the  deputies  of  up  this  affembly, and I'eparate  youi- 
the  towns  is  an  affembly  ot  the  re-  lelves.  I  Ipeak  to  you  now  as  a 
prefentatives  of  the  people  to  all  triend  to  the  provinces,  and  a  well*- 
intents  and  purpofes;  and  it  is  not  wilher  to  the  individuals  of  it. 
the  calling  it  a  committee  of  con-  But  if  you  fliould  pay  no  regard 
vention  that  will  alter  the  nature  to  this  admohition,  I  niurt  as  a  go- 
of the  thing.  vcrncr  affert  the  prerogative  of  the 
I  am  willing  to  believe  that  the  crown  in  a  more  public  manner, 
gentlt men  who  fo  haftily  iffued  the  For  affure  yourfelves  (I  fpcak  from 
lummons  for  this  meeting  were  inftruftion),  the  king  is  determined 
not  aware  of  the  high  nature  of  to  maintain  his  entiie  fovereignty 
the  offence  they  were  committing;  over  this  province;  and  whoever 
wnd  they  who  have  obeyed  them  ftiall  jKrfitl  in  ufurping  any  of  the 
have  not  well  conlidcred  ot  the  pe-  rights  ot  it,  will  repent  of  his  rafh- 
nalties  which   they  will  incur   if  nclii. 

they  fliould  perfilf  in  continuing  FRA.  BERNARD* 

their  fcffion    and    doing  bufinefs  I'rovlnce-Houl'e, 
.  thciein.   At  prefent,  ignorance  of     i>ept.  22,  1768. 
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were  faid,  with  very  little  temper,  and  obfervations 
made,  not  quite  confident  with  the  dignity  of  fuch  a 
meeting.     It  was  alledged  in  thofe  debates,  that  Lord 
^helbiirne's  letter  proceeded  upon  topics  which  the 
governor's  reprefentation  of  the  colonies  had  fuggeft- 
edj  and  that  the  feverity  of  the  fecretary's  letter  took 
its  rife  from  a  mifreprefentation  of  fa6ts,  given  by  the 
governor  in  his  difpatches  to  the  miniftry.     A  com;- 
mittee  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  him,  to  defire  a  co- 
py of  Lord  Shelburne's  letter,  as  well  as  thofe  that  he 
had  written  himfelf,  with  relation  to  the  affembly,  and. 
to  which  the  charges  in  his  Lordfliip's letter  muftrefec, 
Thefe  copies  being  refufed,  the  alTembly  wrote  a  let- 
'ter  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  in  which  they  recite   the 
circumftances  of  the  whole  tranfadtion,  and  endeavour 
to  vindicate  themfelves,  and  their  conduct,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  governor,  whom  they  charge  with  mif- 
reprefenting  them,  and  being  the  occafion   of  the  ill 
opinion    which   the    fecretary  had  concerning  them. 
They  alfo  wrote  letters  to  the  Lords  of  the  treafury, 
and  feveral  other  great  officers  of  fbate,  wherein,  to- 
gether with  profeffions  of  their  loyalty,   they  remon- 
ftrated  againft  the  operations  of  the  late  a£t:s  of  parlia- 
ment ;  which  they  hinted,  were  contrary  to  the  confti- 
tution,  and  totally  fubverfive  of  their  rights  and   li- 
berties. 

Such  a  firm  oppofition  was  by  no  means  agreeable 
to  the  temper  of  the  governor,  who  probably  had  gi*- 
ven  affurances  to  the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  that  a  fharp 
rebul^e  from  thofe  in  power  in  England,  would  make 
them  return  to  their  duty  and  obedience.  He  found 
himfelf  deceived,  as  well  as  found  that  they  had  en- 
deavoured to  expofe  him  as  neither  a  friend  to  the 
King  or  to  the  colonies;  fo  when  he  found  himfelf 
difippointed  in  all  his  other  fchemes,  he  adjourned 
ihe  afTembly.     In  the  fpeech  which  he   delivered  on 

V  2  this 


j^^  HISTORY    OF 

this  occafion,  he  made  many  animadverfions  upon 
.their  condud:,  efpecially  with  regard  to  Lord  Shel- 
lj)urne's  letter;  and  he  ccmplained  greatly  of  fome 
■turbulent  and  faftious  members,  who,  under  falfe  pre- 
tences of  patriotifm,  had  unhappily  procured  too  great 
influence  in  the  aflembly,  and  among  the  people,  who 
facrificed  their  country  to  the  gratification  of  their 
pafTions,  and  to  the  fupport  of  an  importance,  which 
could  have  no  exiftence  but  in  times  of  trouble  and 
confufion.  It  is  a  common  thing  for  all  men  that  are 
fgrafping  at  power  and  domination,  to  charge  all  peo- 
ple with  the  crime  of  faftioufnefs,  that  oppofe  their 
meafuresi  the  whole  ftruggles  for  liberty,  in  all  ages 
of  the  world,  have  been  accounted  factious  opperations, 
of  reftlefs  perfons,  who  had  no  other  intention  than  to 
difturb  good  and  peaceable  governors,  who  never  de- 
ferved  to  be  refilled.  The  famous  patriots  who 
jbrought  about  the  glorious  revolution,  were,  by  the 
Tories  of  thofe  times,  accounted  a  fadion,  and  char^ 
ced  with  the  worft  of  crimes,  for  faving  the  nation 
from  popery  and  tyranny. 

While  thefe  difturbances  in  America  were  gaining 
.ground  by  minifterial  incapacityandoppofition,  a  new 
fecretary  of  ftate  was  appointed  at  home,  to  the  de- 
partment of  the  colonies.  Much  was  hoped  from 
this  new  inftitution  and  arrangement ;  but  though  the 
inftitution  itfelf  was  good,  the  advantages  arifing 
therefrom,  depended  upon  the  manner  of  difcharging 
the  office.  The  firft  who  was  fettled  in  this  new  depart- 
ment of  ftatc,  was  Lord  Hiilfborough,  who  did  not 
'by  any  lenient  or  foftcning  meafures,  attempt  to  fof- 
ten  the  tempers  of  the  colonies.  Whether  his  or- 
ders were  exprefs  to  obferve  the  condud  which  he 
purfued,  or  that  he  made  ufe  o[  the  rovr.l  authority 
to  awe  the  colonills  into  a  compliance  with  the  man- 
dates 
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dates  of  government,  I  will  not  pretend  to  affirm; 
p  jbut  in  his  circular  letters  to  the  governors  of  the  co- 
lonies, which  had  received  the  circular  letter  from 
the  afTembly  of  Bofton,  he  exprefles  his  Majefty's  dif- 
]ike  of  that  letter  in  very  ftrong  terms,  k  v/as  de- 
clared in  Lord  Hillfborough's  letter,  that  his  Majef- 
ty  confidered  the  condu(5t  of  the  AfTembiy  ofBofton 
as  of  the  mofl:  dangerous  and  fa6tious  tendency,  cal- 
culated to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people,  to  pro- 
mote an  unwarrantable  combination  j  to  excite  an  o- 
pen  oppofition  to,  and  denial  oftlie  authority  of  par- 
liament, and  tofubvert  the  true  principles  of  the  con- 
ftitution ;  and  that  his  Majefty  expefted  from  the 
knov/n  afFedion  of  the  refpedive  affemblies,  that  they 
would  defeat  this  flagatious  attempt  to  difturb  th« 
public  peace,  and  treat  it  with  the  contempt  it  de- 
ferved,  by  taking  no  notice  of  it. 

Another  letter  of  the  fame  date  was  fent  to  Gover- 
nor Bernard,  in  which  the  fame  exceptions  are  made 
to  the  circular  letter.     It  is  there  affirmed,  that  the 
meafure  had  been  carried  in  a  thin  houfe,  at  the  end 
pf  the  feffion,  and  in  which  the  affembly    departed 
from  that  fpirit  of  prudence  and  refpe<5l  to  the  con- 
ftituiton,  which  feemed  to  have  influenced  the  majo- 
rity of  its  members  in  a  full  houfe,  and  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  feffion  :  from  hence  his  Majefl.y  could  not 
but  confider  it  as  a  very  unfair  proceeding,  and  to 
have  been  carried  by  furprife  through  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives.     It  was    then  required  in  his  Majef- 
ty's name,    that  the  new  aflembly  would  refcind  the 
refolution  which  gave  exiftence  to  the  circular  letter, 
and  declare  their  difapprobation  of,  and  diiTent  to  fo 
ralh  and  hafly  a  proceeding:  That  his  Majefty  had 
the  fulleft  reliance  on  the  affections  of  his  fubjefts  of 
Maflachufetts  bay,  he  had  the  better  ground  to  hope, 

that 
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that  the  attempts  made  by  a  defperate  faflion,  to  dif- 
turb  thepublic  tranquility,  would  be  dircountenanced> 
and  that  the  execution  of  the  meafure  recommendedj 
would  not  meet  with  any  difficulty.     Both  the  mini- 
ftry  and  the  governor  were  miftaken  in  this  conjec- 
ture.    On  the  2ift  of  June,   this  part  of  the  letter 
was  laid  before  the  new  affembly  by  the  governor,  with 
a  melTage,  in  which  he  earneftly  requefted  their  com- 
pliance i  but  obferved,  that  in  cafe  of  a  contrary  beha- 
viour, he  had  received  his  Majefty's  inftrudions  how 
to  aft,  and  muft  do  his  duty.     This  produced  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  affembly,  in  which  they  defired  a  copy 
,  of  the  inftruftions  which  the  governor  alluded  to,  as 
well  as  of  fome  letters  and  papers  he  had  laid  before 
the  council.     The  governor  fenta  copy  of  the  remain- 
der of  Lord  Hillfborough's  letter,  in  which  the  ,inr 
fLriictions  were  contained,  to  the  aflembly,  by  which 
he  was  direfted,  in  cafe  of  their   refnfing  to  compyl 
with  his  majelty's  reafonable  expeftatlons,  to  defolve 
them  immediately,  and  to  tranfmit  a  copy  of  their  pro- 
ceedings upon  it,  to  be  laid  before  the  parliament.' 
The  whole  of  thofe  requifitions,  made  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Britain  upon  this  colony,  were  confidered  by 
the  colonifts  as  the  efFefts  of  the  mifreprefentations 
of  their  own  governor,  who,  as  he  wanted  to  rule  o- 
ver  them  with  an  arbitrary  power,  was  provoked  at 
their  oppofition,  and   therefore  reprefented   them  to 
the  King  and  the  miniftry  as  a  perverfe  and  factious 
fet  of  people  that  would  be  ruled  by  no  law,  and  de- 
fpifed  all  government. 

The  aflfembly  gave  no  anfwer  to  the  governor's  re- 
queft,  till  his  patience  was  almofl  worn  out,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  fend  a  mefflige  to  them,  to  urge  their 
compliance  with  the  King's  demands.  In  anfwer  to 
this  melTiigc,    they  applied   for  a   recefs,   that  they 

might; 
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might  have  an  opportunity  to  confult,  and  advifc'with 
their  conftituents  upon  the  occafion.  This  was  what 
the  governor  knew  would  be  of  no  fervice  to  his 
Icheme,  but  would  rather  add  fuel  to  the  fire  that 
was  already  kindled;  he  therefore  refufed  their  re- 
queft.  Upon  which  they  put  the  queilion,  for  re- 
fcinding  the  refolution  of  the  lafl  aflembly,  which  paf- 
fed  in  the  negative,  by  a  divifion  of  ninety-two  to  fe- 
venteen.  This  Ihews  how  badly  tlie  fecretary  had 
been  informed  concerning  the  temper  of  the  majori- 
ty, when  he  affirmed,  that  the  meafure  had  been  car- 
ried in  a  thin  meeting,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the 
majority,  who  were  abfent.  It  appears  to  be  a  com.- 
mon  infirmity  prevailing  with  men  of  all  ranks  to  be- 
lieve, at  leafl  on  occafions  to  affirm,  what  is  mod  a- 
greeable  to  their  own  inclinations  and  interefts,  hov/- 
ever  little  evidence  they  have  for  their  conduct. 

The  alTembly  then  refolved  to  write  a  letter  to  Lord 
HillfDorough,  and  an  anfwer  to  the  governor.  In 
both  thefe  letters,  thev  endeavour  to  vindicate  the 
condudlofthe  laft  afiembly,  as  well  as  the  prefent, 
and  deny  the  charges  brought  againft  them,  of  carrying 
the  refolution  by  furprife  in  a  thin  meeting  of  the  af- 
lembly; and  affirm  on  the  contrary,  that  the  refolution 
for  the  circular  letter  was  palTed  in  a  full  ieffion,  and 
by  a  great  majority.  They  alfo  defended  the  legality 
of  that  meafure,  ^and  affirmed  that  it  was  the  inhe- 
rent right  of  all  iubjeds  to  petition  the  King,  either 
jOintly  or  feparately,  for  a  redrels  of  grievances. — 
In  regard  to  the  rcfcinding  the  refolution,  it  was  ob- 
ferved  that  to  fpeak  in  the  itile  of  the  common  law, 
it  was  not  now  executory ,  but  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes  executed:  That  the  circular  letters  ha^ 
iDcen  fent;  and  many  of  ihem  anfwered :  Tliat  botli 
had  appeared  in   t:;e  public   papers,   ai}d  that  they 
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could  now  as  well  refeind  the  letters  as  the  rcfolves 
on  v/hich  they  were  founded,  and  that  both  would 
be  equally  friiitlefs.  In  the  letter  to  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  they  made  feveral  ftriftures  with  great  free- 
dom on  the  nature  of  the  requifition,  and  alledged  that 
it  Was  unconftitutional,  and  without  a  precedent,  to 
command  a  free  afiembly,  on  pain  of  its  exiftence,  to 
refeind  any  refolution,  much  lefs  that  of  a  former 
houfe.  Thev  complained  greatly  of  the  bafe  and 
wicked  reprefentations,  that  muft  liave  been  rriade  to 
his  Majefty,  to  caufe  him  to  confider  a  meafure  per- 
fectly legal  and  conftitutional,  and  which  only  tended 
to  lay  the  grievances  of  the  fubjefts  before  the  throne, 
as  of  an  inflammatory  nature,  tending  to  create  unwar- 
rantable combinations,  and  to  excite  an  oppofition  to 
the  authority  of  parliament,  which  are  the  terms  in 
which  it  is  defcribed  in  the  letter.  They  concluded 
with  the  warmeft  exprelTions  of  loyalty,  and  the  ftrong- 
efb  remonftrances  againll  the  late  laws.  They  were 
at  the  fame  time  preparing  a  petition  to  the  King  for 
the  removal  of  their  governor,  in  which  they  bring 
many  heavy  charges  againft  him,  that  were  urged  with 
great  vehemency,  and  exprefied  in  very  ftrong  terms. 
But  before  they  had  iinifhed  this  petition,  the  governor 
took  care  to  diffolve  the  aflembly.  The  afTemblies  in 
America  were  now  become  fomething  like  the  Eng- 
lifh  parliaments  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  firft,  by  no 
means  tractable  to  the  call  of  the  court  and  fovereign; 
for  which  reafon  they  were  continually  diflblved.  But 
they  were  ftill  as  fim.ilar  in"  their  cafes,  the  new  afiem- 
blies  were  as  tenacious  of  their  rights  as  the  old  ones, 
and  took  up  the  grievances  where  the  former  affem- 
'blies  left  thcih,  and  began  with  new  remonftrances, 
while  thefe  matters  were  warmly  purfued  in  the  colo- 
nies, and  their  afTemblies   continually  diflblved,  the 

grand 
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grand  afiembly  of  Britain  continued  iinfhaken  by 
the  whole  force  of  petitions  and  remonft ranees  that 
were  levelled  againft  it.  The  commons  of  Britain 
and  the  miniftry  underftood  one  another,  fo  that  the 
whole  force  of  national  petitions,  and  remonftrances 
could  not  procure  a  difiblution  of  parliament 

The  circular  letters  which  had  been  written  by  the 
fecretary  of  (late  to  the  other  colonies,  were  attend- 
ed with  as  little  fucccfs  as  that  which  was  fent  to  Bof- 
ton.  The  affemblies  of  the  other  colonies  wrote  an- 
fwers  to  that  of  MafTachufetts  Bay,  which  were  re- 
ceived by  the  late  fpeaker,  in  which  they  exprefs  the 
higheft  and  warmeft  approbation  of  their  conduct, 
anda  firm  refolution  to  concur  with  their  meafures. 
Some  of  the  colonies  alfo  addrelTed  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  and  juftified  the  meafures  taken  by  the  afiem- 
bly at  Boflon,  and  alfo  animadverted  with  great  free- 
dom upon  feveral  pafTages  in  the  requifition  contained 
in  his  letter.  In  the  mean  time,  feveral  of  them  en- 
tered into  refolutions  not'to  import  or  purchafe  any 
E,ngliih  goods,  except  what  were  already  ordered  for 
the  enfuing  fall,  or  fuch  articles  as  they  could  not 
want,  untill  the  late  adls  were  repealed. 

On  the  lothof  June,  1768,  a  little  before  the  dif- 
folutioii  of  the  afiembly,  a  great  tumult  happened  at 
Bofton.  •The  board  of  cuftoms  had  made  a  feizure 
of  a  fioop  belonging  to  one  of  the  principal  merchants 
of  that  town.  Tiiat  floop  had  been  difcharged  of  a 
cargo  of  wine,  and  in  part  re-loaded  with  a  quantity 
of  oil,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  done  under  pretence 
ot  converting  it  into  a  flore,  without  any  great  atten- 
tion being  paid  to  the  ney/  laws,  or  to  the  cullom- 
houfe  regulations.  Upon  the  feizure  being  made, 
rlie  officers  made  a  fignal  to  the  Romney  man  of  war, 
and  her  boats  wefe  fcnt  manned  and  armed,  who 
Vol.  I.  X  cut 
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cut  away  the  mafts  of  the  floop,  and  conveyed  her" 
under  the  proteftion  of  the  man  of  war.  The  people, 
having  afTembled  hi  great  multitudes  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  pelted  the  commiflioners  of  the  cuftoms  with  ftones 
broke  one  of  their  fwords^  and  treated  them  in  other 
refpedls  with  great  outrage  j  after  which,  they  attack- 
ed their  houfes,  broke  the  windows,  and  hauled  the 
collector's  boat  to  the  common,  and  burnt  it  to  aihes. 
The  officers  of  the  cuftoms  upon  this  outrage,,  took 
Ihelter  aboard  the.  man  of  war,  from  whence  they 
removed  to  caftle  William,  where  they  refumed  the 
functions  of  their  office.  This  tranfaftion  occafion- 
ed  feveral  town  meetings,  in  which  a  remonftrance 
was  prefented  to  the  governor,  wherein  they  claimed 
rights  direftly  oppofite  to  the  new  laws  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  legiflaturc,  and  demanded  that  the  governor  would 
ifllie  aa  order  for  the  departure  of  his  Majefty's  fhip 
out  of  the  harbour.  The  minds  of  the  people  were 
now  greatly  irritated 5  they  perceived  that  the  new 
laws  would  be  enforced  by  every  exertion  of  the  king 
and  parliament,  and  as  they  difputed  the  right  of  the 
Britijfh  legiflature  to  impole  fuch  l^ws  upon  them, 
when  they  had  no  fhare  therein,  they  looked  upon 
themfelves  as  oppreffed  by  an  unwarrantable  authori- 
ty. Their  fpirits  were  now  wrought  up  to  a  degree 
ofenthufiafm,  which  led  them  to  thofe  a6\s  of  out- 
rage which  men  are  ready  to  fall  iato,  when  they  are 
bereaved  of  what  they  believe  to  be  their  natural- 
rights.  Tliere  is  no  queftion  but  the  leaders  in  the 
loppofition  negleded  no  arts  that  they  thought  necef- 
fary  to  inflame  the  minds  of  tlie  people,  whidi  wheri* 
once  they  were  wrought  to  a  very  high  pitch,  could 
.not  even  be  reftrained  by  the  authority  of  thofe  who 
had  inflamcd„  them.  In  the  fervour  of  controverfy,. 
at  is  difficult  for. men  to  reftrain  <heir  paffions,  or  tQ 
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obferve  a  proper  decency  in  exprefling  them.  The  writer 
of  the  hiftorical  part  of  the  Jmiual  Regijier  obferves, 
that"  their  public  writers,  as  well  as  fpeakers,  were  ge- 
"  nerally  very  intemperate,  and  a  certain  ftile  and  man- 
"  ner  was  introduced,  which  feemed  peculiar  to  them- 
''  felves,  and  too  ridiculous  for  ferious  compofition." 
It  is  eafy  for  fuch  as  do  not  immediately  feel  the  pain 
which  others  fuffer,  to  account  their  behaviour  ridi- 
culous in  the  paroxifm  of  their  diftemperj  but  pro- 
vided they  were  in  their  fituation,  their   behaviour 
would  probably  be  as  ridiculous.     There  is  a  warmth 
of  zeal  that  appears  in  their  compofitions,  as  will  hap- 
pen in  all  cafes  when  men  are  in  earnefti   but  at  the 
fame  time,  a  due  refpedfc  to   the  charaders  they  are 
addreffing;  and  unlefs  men's  eyes  are  blinded  through 
a  felfifli  prejudice,  they  muft  be  obliged   to  confefs, 
that  fo  far  as  the  pen  has  been  employed  in  this  contro- 
verfy,  the  coloniflshave  made  no  contemptible  figure. 
There  is  an  inconfiftency  that  has  been  urged  againfl: 
fome  of  their  publications,"  that  when  on  one  hand, 
*^  they  feem  to  forget  their  dependency  as.  colonies, 
"  and  affume  the  tone  of  diftind  and  original  ftates  ; 
*^  on  the  ot|ier  hand,  they  claim  all  the  benefits  of  the 
"  Englifh  conftitution,  and  the  higheft  rights  of  Eng- 
"  lifhmen,  butforget  that  it  is  their  dependence  which 
*^  can  entitle  them  to' any  Ihare  of  thofe  rights    and 
"  benefits."     In  this  there  does  not  appear  fo  great 
inconfiftency  as  fome  do  imagine.     As  members  of 
the  empire,  and  fubjeds  of  the  fame  fovereign,,  they 
are    mutually  dependent,  as   other  fubjefts  are  upon 
government  and  the  conftitution;  but  then  they  cer- 
tainly are  entitled  to  fome  fhare  with   their  brethren 
in  the  legiftature,  o.therwife  they  dift'er  nothing  from 
flaves.     We  fhall  fee  afterwards  what  they  fay   for 
themfelves,  and  what  their   moft    fanguine    oppofers. 

X  2  have. 
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have  faid  againfl;  them,  when  the  reader  Ihall  be  left 
to  judge  for  himfelf  concerning  the  conclufions  ne- 
cefTary  to  be  drawn. 

A  report  that  their  petition  to  the  King  had  not 
been  delivered  by  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  exafperated 
them  greatly.  It.  was  faid  that  the  petition  was  re- 
fufed  to  be  received  at  London,  becaufe  the  agent  had 
not  proper  authority,  and  becaufe  the  governor  had 
not  figned  it.  The  diffolution  of  their  aflembly  had 
encreafed  their  fufpicions,  and  the  affair  of  the  feizing 
the  floop  had  confirmed  them.  They  were  therefore 
now  in  a  very  ill  temper,  and  fhewed  their  indigna- 
tion without  much  reftraint.  It  is  no  wonder,  in  fuch 
an  agitation  of  temper,  that  many  outrages  were  com- 
mitted. When  the  excife  was  at  firftput  in  execution 
in  Scotland,  there  were  as  great  tumults  at  Glafgow 
as  there  were  on  this  occafion  at  Bofton.  When  the 
paffions  of  men  are  overheated,  it  is  not  eafy  to  make 
them  liften  to  cool  reafoning. 

While  matters  were  in  this  unhappy  fituation,  two 
.regiments  were  ordered  from  Ireland,  and  fomc  de- 
tachments from  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  to  fupport 
the  civil  government.  This  "threw  the  whole  town 
of  Bofton  into  consternation,  and  raifed  great  commo- 
tions: it  was  confidered  in  the  light  of  an  invafion, 
and  animadverted  upon  in  the  fevereft  terms.  A 
meeung  of  the  inhabitants  was  called  to  aflemble  at 
Faneuil-hall  to  confder  what  was  to  be  done  in  that 
extremity,  when  chey  chofe  one  of  their  late  popu- 
larreprefentitives  .s  moderator.  They  then  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  wait  on  the  governor,  to  know  what 
reaibns  he  had  for  fome  late  intimarions  he  had  giv- 
en, that  fome  regiments  of  his  majefty's  forces  were 
expe(^ted  in  that  tov/n,  and  to  prefcnt  a  petition,  to  de- 
fire  that  he  would  ilfuc  precej-ts  to  convene  and  af- 

fcmble 
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femble  with  the  greateft  fpeedj  to  both  which  an 
immediate  anfwer  was  required.  The  governor  an- 
fwered,  that  his  information  was  of  a  private  nature, 
and  that  he  could  do  nothing  as  to  the  calling  of  ano- 
ther aflembly  for  this  year,  until  he  received  his  Ma- 
jefty's  inftruftions,  under  whofe  confideration  it  now 
was.  A  committee  had  alfo  been  appointed  to  con- 
fider  the  prefent  ftate  of  their  affairs,  which  gave  in 
their  report,  a  long  declaration  and  recital  of  their 
rights,  and  the  violation  of  them,  which  they  conceiv- 
ed had  been  lately  made^  and  paffed  feveral  fudden 
refolutions,  particularly  with  refpefl  to  the  legality  of 
raifing  or  keeping  up  a  Handing  army  among  them, 
without  their  confent.  This  refolution  they  found- 
ed upon  an  a6t  of  the  firfl  of  King  William,  which 
declares  it  to  be  contrary  to  law  to  keep  an  army  in 
the  kingdom  in  the  time  of  peace,  v/ithout  the  con- 
fent of  parliament.  This  report  and  the  refolutions 
were  unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  the  affembly,  and  a  ge- 
neral refolution  paffed,  which  was  alfo  founded  upon 
,1  claufe  in  the  fame  law,  which  recommends  the  fre- 
quent holding  of  parliaments.  Upon  this  a  convene 
tion  was  called  to  affemble  at  Bofton.  In  purfuance 
of  this  refolution,  the  four  members  who  had  repre- 
fented  the  town  in  the  late  affembly,  were  now  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  aft  for  it  in  the  convention; 
and  the  feled  men  were  ordered  to  write  to  all  the 
other  towns  in  the  province,  to  propofe  their  appoint- 
ing committees  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Thefe  pro- 
ceedings of  the  colonifts  were  confidered  as  illegal  and 
unlawful  affemblies,  and  according  to  the  ideas  of  the 
governor,  they  undoubtedly  were  fuch.  It  would 
appear  that  both  Governor  Bernard,  and  the  minif- 
try  at  home,  did  not  confider  the  colonifts  as  having 
the  fame  benefit  of  the  laws  as  the  people  in  the  mo- 
ther 
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ther  country,  though  they  reckoned  them  bound  by 
them  in  their  fulleft  cxtentr.  For  if  they  had  confi- 
dered  the  colonills  as  having  the  privilege  of  other 
fubjecfts,  they  would  not  have  quartered  troops  upon 
them  in  the  time  of  peace,  without  an  a6t  of  iegiflature 
in  which  they  were  reprefented.  But  tliey  feem  to 
have  had  an  idea,  a  diftinftion  between  a  Britifh  free- 
man and  a  colon  ill,  which  the  latter  did  not  admit. 

The  colonifts  judged,  that  from  the  law  made  in  the 
reign  of  King  William,  they  had  aright  to  their  aflem- 
blies,  which  they  confidered  as  their  parliaments,  and 
without  their  confent,  it  was  illegal  to  keep  up  a  ftand- 
ino- army  among  them:  the  miniftry  confidered   theni 
as  emigrants  that  had   left    their  country  .  but  were 
bound  by  its  laws,  without  enjoying  the  privileges  that 
arofe  from  them,  and  unlefs  they  had  this  idea,  their 
condu(5l  will  appear  ridiculous :  but  all  the  advocates 
for  the  mother  country's  fupremacy,  have  founded  their 
arguments  upon  the  diflinftion  between  a  free  Briton 
and  a  colonift.     Whether  this  diftindion  is  founded 
in  nature  and  reafon,  I  Ihall  leave  to  the  reader  to  de- ' 
termine  as  he  thinks  bell. 

There  is  one  piece  of  duplicity   in  the  conduft  of 
this  town  meeting,  which  cannot  be  vindicated,  which 
Hiews  their  addrefs  m.ore  than  their  honefty,   and  it 
is  this:    they  made  a  requifition   to  the  inhabitants, 
that  as  there   was  a  prevailing  apprehenfion    in    the 
minds  of  many,  of  a  war  with   France,  they  fliould 
accordingly  be  provided  with  arms,  ammunition,  and 
other  accoutrements,  fo  as  to  be  prepared   in  cafe  of 
fudden  danger.     After  this,   a  day  of  public   prayer 
and  failing  was  appointed,  and  the  meeting  diffolved. 
,Jt  is  manifell  that  a  war  with  f  ranee,  was  a  mere  pre- 
tence, to  carry  forward  a  fcheme,  to  have  the  inhabi- 
tants provided  againfl  another  evil  than  a  French  war. 
Though  the  afiembly  at  Bofton  m.ight  have  good  rea- 
fon: 
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fons  for  defiring  the  inhabitants  to  have  arms  in  rea-^ 
dinefs,  they  ought  not  to  have  afligned  falfe  ones  be- 
fore the  appointing  of  a  faft:  for  this  was  certainly  an 
aft  of  vile  apoftacy,  which  no  good  man  can  approve. 
The  circular  letter  of  the  felcd:  men,  was  written 
in  the  fame  flile,  and  with  the  fame  temper  as  their 
a6ls  and  refolutions  which  were  inclofed,  and  on 
which  it  was  founded.  In  this  time  of  general  com- 
motion, ninety-fix  towns  appointed  committees  to  at- 
tend the  convention;  but  the  town  of  Hatfield  refu- 
fed  to  comply  with  the  meafure,  and  gave  their  rea- 
fons  in  a  ktter,  by  way  of  anfwer,  which  was  written 
with  much  temper,  and  fet  forth  very  plaufible  reafons 
for  their  refufmg  to  join  with  the  reft.  It  is  plain 
from  this  anlwer,  that  they  either  had  different  ideas 
from  the  reft  of  their  brethren,  or  were  lukewarm  in 
the  caufe  of  liberty.*  When  the  convention  met,  the 
firft  thing  they  did,  was  to  fend  a  meffage  to  the  go- 
vernor, wherein  they  difclaim  all  authoritative  or  go- 
vernmental adls:  that  they  were  chofen  by  feveral 
-towns,  and  came  freely  and  voluntarily,  at  the  earneft 
defire  of  the  people,  to  confult  and  advife  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  may  promote  peace  and  good  order  in  their 
prefent  fituation.  They  then  repeat  th^  prefent  griev- 
ances, 

*  We  have  fully  confidered  your  pad,  and  proper  fteps  taken  by  feve- 
propofal  of  a  convention,  and  the  ral  governments  on  this  continent 
reafons  you  are  pieaicd  to  affign  to  obtain  redrefs  of  that  grievance;^ 
for  it,  and  hereby  take  the  liberty  and  humble  petitions  by  them,  or- 
to  exprefs  our  fentiraents.  We  are  dered  to  be  prefented  to  his  Majef- 
Bot  fenfible  that  the  ilate  of  Ame-  ty,^.we  trurt,  have  already,  or  fooa 
rica  is  fo  alarming,  or  the  (late  of  will  reach  the  royal  ear,  be  graci- 
this  urovince  fo  materially  different  cufly  received,  and, favourably  an- 
from  what  it  was  a  tew  months  fuered;,  and  the  petition  tron^  the 
iince,  as  to  render  the  meal'ure  vou  houfe  of  veprefentatives  of  this  pro- 
ptopofe  either  falutary  ornecdiary.  vince  thelaft  year  among  the  reft: 
The  nC\oi  jxirliament,.  for  railing  it  it  ihouid  not,  for  want  of  an  a- 
a. revenue,  lb  much  complained  Of,  gent  iroin  this  province,  at  the 
has  been  in  being  and  carrying  into  court  of  Great  Britain  to  prefent  it. 
execution  foi  a  confideviiblc  time  we  prelume  you  very  well  kuovv^  it 

it 
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ances,  complain  that  they  are  grofsly  mifreprefented  iit 
Great  Britain,  and  prefs  the  governor  in  the  moft  ear- 
ned manner  to  call  an  aflembly,  as  the  only  means  to 
gaurd  ac-ainft  thole  alarming  dangers  that  threatened 
the  total  deftrudion  of  the  colony.  The  governor  ad- 
monifhed  them,  as  a  friend  to  the  province,  and  a  well- 
wifher  to  the  individuals  of  it,  to  break  up  their  aflem- 
bly inftantly,  and  to  feparate  before  they  did  any  buli- 
nefs:  that  he  was  willing  to  believe  that  the  gentle- 
men 

it  be  nn  impolitic  and  imprudent  ther  will  be  foon  called,  or  at  far- 
omillion,  where  to  lay  the  blame,  theft,  on  the  laft  Wednefday  in 
;ind  we  apprehend  that  nothing  May  next, — and  that  in  the  mean 
that  c;.n  or  will  be  done  by  your  time,  the  public  affairs  of  the  pro- 
propoftd  convention  can  or  will  vince  will  not  greatly  fuffer. 
aid  the  petition.  And  here  we  propofe  to  your 

And  here  we  beg  leave  to  fay,  consideration,  whether  the  circular 
that  we  judge  that  it  would  be  letter,  which  gave  fuch  umbrage, 
much  for  the  intereft  ot  this  pro-  containing  thefe  expreffions,  or  o- 
vince  to  have  an  agent  at  this  criti-  thers  of  the  like  import,  '  that  the 
cal  day:  a  perfon  that  would  have  King  and  parliament,  by  the  late 
ferved  us  faithfully,  we  make  no  revenue  a6f,  had  -infringed  the 
doubt,  miohthave  been  found;  but  rights  of  the  colonies,  impofed  an 
the  reafons  given,  and  the  methods  inequitable  tax,  and  things  yet 
we  hear  have  been  taking,  to  pre-  worl'e  might  be  expe(5fed  from  the 
vent  it,  are  diflatistadory,  and  give  independence  and  unlimitted  ap- 
us  much  uneafinefs.  Wc  are  further  pointmeuts  of  crown  officers  there- 
intormcd,  that  all  matters  of  a  pub-  in  mentioned,  was  fo  perfedly  in- 
lic  and  private  nature  lying  before  nocent,  and  entirely  confiftentwith 
the  lali:  general  court  were  fully  that  duty  and  loyalty  profelTed  bv 
confidered  and  afted  upon,  and  all  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  the 
then  propofed  to  be  done,  and  fi-  lall:  year,  in  their  petition  to  his 
nifhed  before  the  adjournment,  ex-  Majelly;  and  whether  the  laft  houfe 
ccpt  the  iinpe:ichment  of  his  M;)-  might  not  have  complied  with  his 
jelly's  reprefentntive,  which  per-  Majefiy's  requifition,  with  a  full 
hnps  might  not  have  been  agreed  faving  of  all  their  rights  and  privi- 
fo,  had  they  fat  longer,  or  been  a*f-  leges,  and  therebv  prevented  our 
terwards  diiliilved.  Wc  are  lorry  being  delHtute  of  a  general  court 
for  thai  cirtumftance  that  occafion-  at  this  day.  We  cannot  corapre- 
ed  fo  early  a  difTolution  of  the  ge-  hend  what  pretence  there  can  be  of 
neral  court ;  though  we  muft  own  a  propofed  convention,  imlefs  the 
that  the  governor,  by  charter,  is  probability  for  a  confiderable  num- 
velled  with  that  power;  yet  we  w':fh  ber  of  regular  troops  being  lent  in- 
\i  he  had  judged  it  conllllentwith  to  this  province,  and  an  appiehen- 
his  duty  to  the  King,  it  had  been  fion  of  their  being  quartered,  part 
fts  ufualj    however,    wc  hope  ano-   in  your  lown>  and  pMt  atthe  caftle. 

—And 
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men  who  ifTued  the  fummons  for  this  meeting,  were 
not  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  high  offence,  they  were 
committing;  and  that  thofe  who  had  obeyed  them, 
had  not  confidered  the  penalties  they  lliould  incur,  if 
they  perfifted  to  continue  their  feffion.  At  prefent, 
ignorance  of  law,  fays  he,  may  excufe  what  is  paft;  a 
ftep  farther  will  take  away  that  plea.  That  a  meeting  , 
of  the  deputies  of  the  towns,  is  an  afiembly  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people  to  all  intents  and  purpofes; 
and  that  calling  it  a  committee  of  convention,  will 
Vol.  I.  Y  not 

— And  here  we  would  obferve,' that  and  goodnefs;-'— if,  by  nny  fudden 
it  was  a  matter  of  doubt  and  un-  excurfions  or  inlurreftlons  of  fome 
certainty,  whether  any  were  com-  inconfiderate  people,  the  king  has 
ing  or  not;  if  ctherwife,  for  what  been  Induced  to  think  them  a  ne- 
purpofe    the    King  was    fending  cefTury  check  upon  you,  we  hope 
them,  whether  for  your  defence,  you  will,  by  your  loyalty  and  quiet 
in  cafe  of  a  French  war  (as  you  tell  behaviour,  foon  convince  his  ma- 
us  there  is  in  the  minds  of  many  a  jelly,  and  the  world,  they  are  not 
*prev;iiling  apprehenlion  ot  one  ap-   longer  neceffary  for  that  purpofe, 
proaching)  and,   if  we  don't  raif-  that  thereupon  they  will  be  with- 
undcrftand   your     letter,    induced  drawn,  and  your  town  and  the  pro- 
them  to  pafs  the  votes  tranfmitted  vince  faved  any  tarthcr  trouble  and 
to  us),  or  whether  they  are  delli-  ex  pence  from  that  quarter.  We  are 
ned  tor  the  piotedion  of  the  new-   fenlible  the  colonies  labour  under 
acquired  territories,  is  altogether  many  difficulties,  and  we  greatly 
uncertain:  that  they  are  to   be  a   fear  what  the  confequence  of  the 
■landing  army  in  timcof  peace,  you  dil'putes  with  oar  mother  country 
give  us  no  evidence;    and  if  your  will  prove,   however,  we  are  far 
.ipprehenfions  are  well  grounded,   from  thinking  the  meafures  you 
it  is  not  even  fuppofeable  they  are  are  purfuing  have  any  tendency  to 
intended  as  fuch, — -and  if  your  town  deliver  the  good  people  of  this  pro- 
.meant  fincerely,  we  can't  fee  the  vince,    but  on  the  contrary,   im- 
need  they  hadofinterpofing  in  mi-  merge  them  in  greater; — atter  all, 
litary  matters,  in  an  unprecedented  we  Ihould  hope,    (were  it  not  for 
way,  requefdng  their  inhabitants  your   prefent    attempt,    attended 
to  be  provided  with  arms,  &c.  (a  with  a  bad  complexion),  we  might 
matter  till  now  alwaysj  fuppofed  to  fuon   have   deliverance   from  our 
belong  to  another  department),  el-  prefent  troubles,  and  things  rellor- 
pecially  as  tliey  mull  know  fuch  a  ed  as  at  the  firll.     The   govern- 
number  of  troops  would  be  a  much  ments  have,  in  our  opinion,  con- 
better  deVence,  in  cafe  of  war,  than  fulted,  and  are  purfuing,  the  pro- 
they  had  heretofore  been  lavoured  perelt  methods  to  obtain    redrefs 
with  :   To  fuppofe  what  you  fur-  of  their  grievances;  our  duty  is  to 
mife  they  may  be  intended  tor,  is  wait  with  p.itience  the  event,  un- 
to miilrutl  the  King's  paternal  care  icfs  we  arc  determined  to  take  the 

aiterr/ativf. 
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not  alter  the  nature  of  the  thing.     He  added,  that  if 
they  did  not  regard  his  admonitio'ny  he  muft,  as  go- 
vernor, aflert  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  in  a  more 
public  manner:  that  they  may  afliire  themfelves,  he 
Ipoke  from  ihftru6lion,  the  King  was  determined  to 
maintain  his  entire  fovereignty  over  that  province, 
and  wholbever  Ihould  perfift  in  ufurping  any  of  the 
rights  of  it,  would  repent  of  his  rafhnefs.     This  an- 
fwer  produced  another  meflfage,  wherein  they  juftified 
this  meeting,  as  being  only  an  ajflemblagc  of  private 
perfons,  and  defired  explanartons  as  to  the  criminality 
with  which  their  proceeding  were  charged.     The  go- 
vernor refufed  to  receive  that  or  any  other  melTa^e 
from  them,  as  it  would  be  admitting  them  to  be  a  le- 
gal aflembly,  which  he  would  not  by  any  means  allow. 
The  convention  then    appointed  a  committee,  who 
drew  up  a  report,  in  terms  of  great  nrjoderation,  which 
was  approved  by    the  aflembly.     In   this    they    af- 
fign  the  caufesof  their  meeting,  and  difclaim  all  pre- 
tence to  any  authority  whatfoever,  and  advife  and  re- 
commend it  to  the  people,  to  pay  the  greateft  deference 
to  government,  and  to  wait  with  patience  the  refult  of 

his 

alternativ?.     How  far  paiTioii  and  ourrightsandprivikges,  which  we, 
difappoinnnenr,  and  private  refent-  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  delire 
nient  may  influence  any  to  hurry  may  be  fecured  to  us,   and  perpe- 
rheir   neighbours   into  fuch   mad  tuatcd  to  our  latefl:  polierity.  Thus 
and  deiperate  meafures,  wc  don't  we  have  freely  exprelTed  our  fen ti- 
know,  but  pray  God  prevent. —  ments,  having  an  equal  right  with 
Sufter  us  to  obferve,   that  in  our  others,  though  a  lefler  part  of  the 
opinion,  the  meafures  the  town  of  community,  and  take  this  firfl:  op- 
Eorton  are  purfuing,  and   propo-  portunity  toprotell:  againft  thepro- 
fing  to   us  and  the  people  of  this  pofedcoiivQiition,— and  hereby  de- 
province  to  unite  in,  are  unconlli-  thue  our  loyalty  to  his  prefent  Ma- 
tutional,  illegal,  and  wholly  unjuf-  jelly,  and  fidelity  to  our  country  ;, 
tillable,  and  what  will  give  the  c-  and  that  it  is    our  firm  refolution, 
neiniesofourconftitution  the  great-  xo  the  utmoll  of    our   jiower,  tu 
eft  joy,  fubverfivc  of  government,   maintain  atKl  "defend  our  rights  in 
deftructive  ot  that  peace  and  good  every  prudent  and  reafonable  way, 
order  which  is  the  cement  of  focie-  as  far  as  is  confident  with  our  duty 
ty,  and  have  a  dircft  tendency  to  to  God  and  the  king. 
' rivet  our  chains,  and  deprive  us  cf       Oliver  l\;rtridge,  Town  Clerk. 
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his  Majefty's  wifdomand  clemency  foraredrefsof  their 
grievances.  They  at  the  fame  time  declare  for  them- 
felves,  they  will,  in  their  feveral  llations,  yield  eve- 
ry pofTible  afliftance  th€  civil  magiftrate,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  peace  and  order,  and  the  fuppreflion  of 
riots  and  tumults.  After  they  had  prepared  a  repre- 
fentation  of  their  conduct,  and  a  detail  of  the  late  tranf- 
adions  to  be  tranfmitted  to  their  agent  at  London, 
they  broke  up.  It  appears  plain  from  the  whole  of 
thefe  proceedings,  that  Governor  Bernard  was  at 
more  pains  to  provoke  the  people,  than  to  quiet  their 
difcontents ;  for  had  he  behaved  with  more  mildnefs, 
and  fhewed  lefs  authority,  he  v/ould  have  had  more 
reverence  paid  him.  His  opinion  concerning  the  le- 
gality of  their  meeting  feems  frivolous  and  unfatisfac- 
tory;  for  though  the  convention  was  chofen  by  the 
people,  yet  as  they  attempted  to  perform  no  public 
ad;,  but  met  for  advice,  they  could  be  con.fidered 
in  no  other  light,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
than  as  their  commiflioners,  to  meet  with  their  friends, 
to  confult  what  was  for  their  common  good.  They 
determined  nothing,  nor  proceeded  to  any  ad  of  au- 
thority, and  could  beconfideredasnomore  thana  club 
met  to  advife  with  one  another.  The  governor's 
threatenings  were  therefore  puerile  and  whimfical, 
rather  jfhewing  what  he  was  difpofed  to  do,  than  what 
he  could  lawfully  do.  If  the  one  half  of  the  members 
of  the  HoufeofComiT^ons  were  to  meet  in  an  afTem- 
bly,  to  advife  with  one  another,  without  proceeding 
to  any  ads  of  power,  they  certainly  could  not  come 
under  any  legal  cenfure.  Till  once  there  be  a  flatute 
againft  all  clubs  and  meetings  of  gentlemen,  it  is  imr 
pofTible  that  the  governor's  opinion  can  be  well  found- 
ed. But  the  truth  of  the  matter  feems  to  have  been, 
the  governor  and  the  afTembly  were  at  variance,  and 
^hey  had  no  confidence  in  one  another.     It  is   high- 
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\y  probably,  had  there  been  a  popular  governor  inMaf- 
fachufetts  Bay,  and  in  fome  other  colonies,  the  ruin- 
ous war  that  has  exhaufted  the  empire  had  been  yet 
to  begin.  When  jealoufies  are  once  raifed,  it  is  im- 
pf.fTible  to  know  where  they  may  end,.  On  September 
I2ch,  the  very  day  that  the  convention  broke  up,  the 
fleet  from  Halifax  with  two  regiments,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  artillery,  arrived  in  the  harbour.  There 
were  fome  difputes  at  firfl:  concerning  quartering  the 
foldiers  ;  the  council  refufed  to  quarter  them  in  the 
town,  as  the  barracks  of  Caftle  William  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  receive  them;  this  was  at  laft  got  over,  by 
providing  quarters,  which  were  then  to  be  confidered 
as  barracks,  and  the  council  upon  that  footing,  allow- 
ed them  barrack  provifion.  Soon  after  General  Gage 
arrived,  as  did  the  two  regiments  from  Ireland.  A  \ 
tolerable  harmony  fubfifted  for  fome  time  between  the  < 
people  and  the  troops,  and  both  the  town  and  pro-  i 
vince  continued  for  a  feafon  very  quiet.  j 

There  was  at  this  time  two  things  which  greatly  a-  j 
larmed  the  friends  of  liberty  and  of  the  conftitution  : 
the  retraining  bill,  which  confined  the  Eaft  India 
Company  in  makmg  dividends  to  a  certai-o  fum  ;  and 
a  revival  of  the  nullum  tempus  law,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Duke  of  Portland.  Both  thefe  proceedings  had  fuch 
an  arbitrary  appearance  in  the  view  of  the  people  at 
home,  that  many  concluded  that  the  maxims  of  op- 
preflion,  praftifed  in  lhc  r-eign  of  the  Stewards,  were 
going  to  be  revived.  Thefe,  together  With  the  pro- 
ceedings concerning  the  colonies,  created  a  jealoufy 
in  the  nati  .n,  chat  their  reprefentatives,  who  were 
truucJ  '.viiii  tiicir  principal  concerns,  were  going  to 
betray  their  inhered.-  into  the  hands  of  the  miniflry. 
The  zealou;  debates  upon  the  Eaft  India  reflraining 
bill  Lad  warmed  the  parties  in  parliament  to  an  uji- 
iifual  degiee  ;   and  the  controveify  in  tlie  nation  con-v 
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ceining  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  his  eled:ion  as  member  for 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  added  much  to  the  irrita- 
tion of  parties.  The  misfortune  which  happened  in 
St.  George's  Fields  contributed  much  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  people.  The  proceedings  at  law  againft 
the  perfons  who  were  charged  with  the  crime  of  mpr- 
der,  were  rather  ofFenfive  than  fatisfaftory;  and  the 
cfcape  of  one  of  the  offenders,  who  was  charged 
with  the  crime,  added  to  the  offence.  It  was  alledged 
that  he  had  made  his  efcape  by  connivance,  if  not  by 
command;  and  that  the  acquittal  of  another  had  hap- 
pened, in  confequence  of  his  efcape,  and  by  a  ma- 
nagement very  unfair  and  .difingenuous.  'I'he  parties 
at  home  were  on  this  occafion  much  in  the  fame  tem- 
per with  the  Americans  and  Governor  Bernard;  in- 
Head  of  making  allowances  for  one  another's  infirmi- 
ties, they  did  all  in  their  power  to  add  to  their  vexa- 
tion. The  miniftry,  inftead  of  flriving  to  foften  the 
people,  by  kind  or  fmooth  words,  took  every  fiep,  as 
if  by  defign,  to  difoblige  them,  and  heighten  their  re- 
fentment.  One  of  the  fecretaries  of  flate,  in  a  letter 
recommended,  in  the  flrongeft  terms  to  the  magi- 
ftrates,  an  early  ufe  of  military  power,  and  the  fecre- 
tary  at  war  thanked  the  foldiers  for  their  fervice  in  St.. 
George's  fields,  and  promifed  them  prote(Stion.  This 
promife  was  attended  with  pecuniary  rewards  given 
.publicly,  which  greatly  incenfed  the  populace,  and 
raifed  their  indignation  to  a  degree  of  fury  and  mad- 
nefs.  This  conduft  of  the  minillry  was  confidered  as 
a  wanton  violation  of  the  people's  liberties,  and  a  cruel 
infult  over  their  diftrefs,  for  the  lofs  of  their  friends, 
who  had  been  killed  by  the  foldiers.  And  indeed  the 
fccretary  might  have  behaved  more  prudently,  provided 
he  meant  to  conciliate  the  affections  of  the  people  to 
the  government.  There  appeared  fomethingofwanton- 
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nefs  and  leverity  in  the  ftile  of  thofe  letters,  which 
good  policy  and  proper  degree  of  prudence,  might 
have  reftrainedj  for  though  the  .rioters  were  foolilh 
'  and  outrageous,  they  were  yet  his  Majedy's  political 
children,  and  vyhen  they  were,  killed,  it  made  the  num- 
ber of  his  fubjeds  lefs,  which,  inftead  of  being  mat- 
ter of  exultation,  was  rather  matter  of  forrow  and 
concern. 

The  tempers  of  the  people,  which  by  proper  lenient 
meafures,  might  have  fubfided,  was  l^ept  up  by 
many  inflammatory  publications  and  difcoyrfes,  which 
though  they  contained  feveral  truths,  and  juft  argu- 
ments, were  written  without  temper  or  charity.  E- 
very  part  of  that  late  tranfadlion  was  reprefented  in 
the  ftrongeft  colours,  and  placed  in  the  moft  dreadt 
ful  attitudes  j  and  it  was  reprefented  as  if  the  military 
power  that  was  kept  up  for  the  defence  of  the  people, 
had  been  perverted  to  their  deftrucftion  j  and  an 
enraged  foldiery  already  fluflied  in  the  (laughter  of 
their  countrymen,  was  to  be  encouraged  by  rewards  to 
further  bloodfhed,  and  to  be  freed  from  every  terror 
of  the  law. 

The  minifl:ry  did  all  in  their  power  to  ftem  this  po- 
pular torrent,  by  painting  in  the  moft  ftriking  colours, 
the  licentioufnefs  of  the  people  ;  and  that  contempt 
of  all  government  which  rendered  it  necelTary  to  ap- 
ply violent  remedies  to  a  violent  diftemper.  They 
ftated  the  unhappy  difpofition  of  the  people  to  be 
fuch,  that  juries,  under  the  general  infatuation,  could 
hardly  be  obtained  to  do  juftice  to  foldiers  under  pro- 
fecution,  unlefs  government  interpofed  in  the  moft 
effeftual  manner,  in  the  protection  of  thofe  who  had 
acted  under  their  command.  They  faid  that  fuch  was 
the  infolence  of  the  populace,  and  the  danger  of  the 
contagion  becoming  by  degrees  prevalent,   even  a- 
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tiiorig  the  foldiers  that  it  was  neceffary  to  keep  them 
fteady  to  their  duty,  by  new  and  unufual  rewards. 
Thefe  reafons  had  but  little  weight  with  the  public, 
who  were  well  perfuaded   that  thofe  who  made  the 
greateft  outcry  againft  licentioufnefs,  had  themfelves 
fet  the  example,  and   were  in   thofe  departments  of 
life  in  which  they  aded,  as  licentious  as  that  rabble 
which  they  had  painted  in  the  blackell  colours.     The 
vulgar,  though  they  have  not  llich  a  tafle  for  refine- 
ment in  the  fpeculations  as  people  bred  about  courts, 
yet  have  as  much  common  fenfe  as  to  underfland,  thar 
iuch  as  want  to   reftrain   licentioufnefs,  ought  them- 
felves to  obferve  the  moral  law.     Tiiere  is  no  manner 
of  queftion  that  the   arguments  of  the  miniftry  were 
very  juft;  for  m  no  age  have  the  people  been  more 
loofe  and  difiblute  than  the  prefent,    but  thefe  argu- 
ments, like  a  dilem.ma  look  more  ways  than  one  j  they 
turn  upwards  as  well  as  downwards,  and  may  be  appli- 
ed to  perfons  of  high  rank,  at  well  as  to  the  rabble. 
The  bell  method  for  the  ruling  powers  to  reftrain  vice, 
immorality,  and  licentioufnefs,  is  to  fliew  a  good  ex- 
ample, and  promote  the  beft  laws  for  good  education  r 
that  the  rudiments  of  virtue  m^ay  be  early  planted  in 
the  minds  of  men,  and  tutored  to  the  beft  advantage. 
People  in  low  walks  of  lite  in  general  look  up  to  thofe 
above  them,  by  whole  example  they  are  much  influ- 
enced ;  and  it  will  be  impoffible  to  have  the  common 
people  virtuous  until  they  be  led  by  imitation  of  thofe 
abbve  them.     When  men,  whom  they  kjiow  to  be 
as   vicious  as  themfelv^cs,  punifti  and  correal  them, 
they  will  confider  the  exercife  of  that  power,  to  pro- 
ceed, not  from  a  regard  to  the  law,  but  from  a  delire 
of  dominion. 

,     Whatever  force  might  be  in  the  arguments,  made 
life  of  in  defence  of  the  inlniftry,  oii^  thing  is  certain^ 
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they  grew  more  and  more  unpopular  every  day,  and 
fome  political  incidents  happened  about  this  time, 
which  lelTened  them  ftill  more  in  the  opinion  of  the 
public.  Among  thefe,  was  the  removal  of  General 
Amherft  from  the  government  of  Virginia.  The  go- 
vernment of  that  province  had  for  half  a  century  been 
confidered  as  a  finecure,  and  the  bufinefs  done  by  a 
deputy,  and  was  avowedly  beftowed  upon  the  gene- 
ral in  that  fenfe,  as  a  reward  of  is  former  fervices, 
and  a  teftimony  of  approbation  of  his  particular  good 
condufl  in  America.  The  removal  of  a  perfon  who 
hatl  done  fuch  fervices  for  the  public,  became  a  fub- 
jecl  of  general  difcuffion,  and  was  cenfurcd  with  great 
feverity  ;  nor  did  the  arguments  that  were  ufcd  in 
fupport  of  that  meafure  remove,  but  confirm  the  pre- 
judices of  the  people.  Under  a  load  of  popular  odium 
and  many  juft  cenfures,  the  miniflers  ftill  kept  their 
nations,  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  almoft  the 
whole  nation. 

Lord  Chatham,  who  was  regarded  as  the  projeftor 
and  founder  of  this  miniftry,  being  almoft  continually 
abfent  through  bodily  infirmity,  loft  his  influence  in 
the  cabinet,  which  was  not  perceived  till  his  friend  Sir 
Jeffrey  Amherft  was  removed  from  his  government. 
Then  it  was  perceived  that  the  meafures  of  the  mi- 
niftry were  not  dire£ted  by  his  advice.  Soon  after  the 
removal  of  the  general.  Lord  Shelburne  refigned  his 
office  of  fecretary  offtate,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Lorti 
Weymouth,  for  the  northern  department,  and  about 
the  fame  time  Lord  Chatham  refigned  his  place  as 
keeper  of  the  privy  feal,  and  "\^as  fucceeded  by  the 
Earl  of  Briftol,  to  the  great  furprife  of  the  whole  na- 
tion. The  Earl  was  an  iijtimate  friend  of  Lord  Cha- 
tham, which  made  this  change  appear  fomewhat  ex- 
traordinary.    This  change  happened  in  the  month  of 
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that  are  common  at  home  in  England,  are  feldom  to 
be  feen  in  that  colony.— -And  indeed  it  feldom  hap- 
pens, that  a  licentious  and  difTipated  people  will  run 
any  hazards  for  their  rights  and  liberties :  but  in  a 
controverfy  there  is  always  fomething  to  be  faid  oa 
both  fides. 

The    addrefs  that  follows    the   above  refolutions, 
breathed  the  fame  fpirit,  and  run  much  in  the  fame  ftile. 
It  expreffed  the  greateft  fatisfaftion  with  the  meafures 
that  had  been  purfued,  to  fupport  the  conftitucion, 
and  to  induce,  in  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts  bay,  a 
due  obedience  to  the  authority  of  the  mother  coun- 
try.    A  promife  and  refolution  was  alfo  made  to  con- 
cur effeftually  in  fuch  farther  meafures  as  might  be 
judged  necefifary  to  maintain  the  civil  magiltrates  in  a. 
proper  execution  of  the  lawsj    and  it  was  given  as  a 
matter  of  opinion,  that  nothing  would  fc5  effectually 
preferve  royal  authority  in  that  province,  as  to  bring 
the  authors  of  the  late   unfortunate  diforders  to  ex- 
amplary   punifhment.     Upon  this  perfuafiort,  it  was 
earnefily    requefted,   that   Governor   Bernard   would 
tranfmit  the  fulleft  information  he  could  obtain  of  all 
treafons,  or  mifprifion  of  treafon  committed  within  his 
government,  fince  the  30th  of  December  1767,  toge- 
ther with  the  names  of  the  perfons   who  were  moft 
a6live  in  the  committing  of  fuch  offences:    that  his 
Majelly  might  ifTue  a  fpecial  proclamation  for  enqui- 
ring into,  hearing  and  determining  upon  the  guilt  of 
the  offenders  within  this  realm,  according  to  the  pro- 
vifions  of  a  ftatute  made  in  the  30th  year  of  Henry 
the  eight,  in   cafe  his   Majefty,  upon  Governor  Ber- 
nard's report  Ihould  fee  flifncient  ground  for  fuch  a 
proceeding.     This  was  an  opinion  very  unfavourable 
to  the  colonies;  it  expofed  them  to  two  evils  of  the 
moft  fevere  kind;    their    character  v/as  to  be  taken 
"^"ol.  L  A  a  Irom 
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from  the  report  of  one  man,  who  was  their  enemy^j 
and  they  were  to  be  tried  in  a  ftrange  country,  where 
they  might  h^ve  neither  friends  nor  connedions,  and 
where  they  could  not  have  the  benefit  of  exculpatory 
evidence,  unlefs  at  an  expence,  that  very  few  people 
can  afford,  without  reducing  themfelves  to  mifery  and 
diftrefs. 

Thouo-h  thefe  refolutions  and  the  addrefs  were  car- 
ried  by  a  powerful  majority,  they  were  oppofed  with 
great  firmnefs,  and  force  of  argument,  by  the  friends 
of  the  colonifts,  and  there  had  been  few  fubjefts  for 
many  years  more  ably  difcuffed,  than  this  was  through 
the  whole  of  the  debate.  Both  the  right  and  proprie- 
ty of  taxing  the  colonifts,  were  warmly  difputed,  and 
the  arguments  made  ufeof,  were  much  the  fame  with 
thofc  that  have  been  already  mentioned  in  the  cafe  of 
repealing  the  ftamp  a<51:,  which,  on  this  occafion,  (hall 
not  be  repeated.  Many  new  refledions  were  made 
on  this  occafion,  which  may  be  of  fome  fervice  to 
confider.  It  was  obferved  that  the  new  revenue  laws 
did  not  anfwcr  the  end  propofed,  but  tended  to  irri- 
tate the  colonifls,  without  being  of  any  real  fervice  to 
government:  that  as  the  a6l  for  fecuring  the  obedi- 
ence of  the  colonies,  anfwered  all  the  purpofes  they 
could  propofe  by  any  new  meafure,  it  was  abfurd  to 
multiply  ftatutes,  without  fufficient  caufe  andreafons 
for  fo  doing:  that  by  the  meafurcs  they  were  purfuing, 
they  would  lay  a  tax  upon  the  mother  country:  that 
the  laying  of  duties  upon  Britilli  commodities  and 
manufactures  landed  in  the  colonies,  was  in  efFed 
granting  premiums, 'to  excite  the  Americans  to  induf- 
try,  and  to  put  them  upon  raifing  the  one,  and  rival- 
ing Britain  in  the  other.  What  appeared  remark- 
able on  this  occafion,  the  Rockingham  and  Grenville 
parties,  who  were  ru})pored  to  be  irreconcileable,  up- 
on 
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on  this  fubjedt,  entirely  united  and  joined  their  inter 
refts,  and  made  life  of  the  fame  arguments.     A  reflec- 
tion was  made  by  the  oppofition,  which,  though  it 
was  very  fevere,  was  ^t  the  fame  tiitie  very  jtifl  j  name- 
ly, that  it  was  now  become  the   falhion  with  thofe 
who  had  been  the  original  caufe  of  all  the  difturb- 
ances  in  America,  to  reprefent  the  people  in  that  coun- 
try as  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  and  by  that  ftratagem  to 
make  the  caufe  of  adminiftration  the  national   caufe, 
and  to  perfuade  us  that  the  people  aggrieved  by  a  fe- 
ries  of  blunders  and  mifmanagement,  and  embolden- 
ed by  the  weaknefs  and  inconfiftency  of  government;, 
had  committed  fome  rafli  aftions,  that  they  wanted 
alfo  to  throw  off  the  authority  of  the  mother  coun- 
try.    This  was  a  moft  fevere,    but  true  refledlion  ; 
for  from  all  accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  colo- 
nifts,  it  appears  manifeft  that  mild  treatment,  and  a 
little  foft  management  would  have  fettled' ail  the  dif- 
turbances  that  have  happened.     It  was  urged  that  a 
number  of  duties  had  been  laid  upon  the  colonies, 
whfch  derived  their  confequence  only  from  their  odi- 
oufnefs,  and  the  mifchief^  they  produced,  and  aa  ar-. 
my  of  cuftom-houfe  officers  were  fcnt,  as  much  to 
create  as  to  raife  new  taxes,  as  they  could  fcarcely  ari- 
fwer  any  other  end,  and  were  themfeives  as  odious  as 
the  taxes  they  were  fent  to  colleft  on  account  of  their 
novelty  and  fome  other  circumftances  that  attended 
them.     Arrother  refie£lion  which  bore  hard  upon  the 
majority,  was  that  fome  of  them  who  had  an  hand  in 
jmpofmg  thefe  new  duties,  and  were  become  the  zeal- 
ous fupporters  of  the  prefent  meafures,  were  at  the 
head  of  that  opinion  which  denied  totally  the  right  of 
the  legiflature  to  tax  America:  that  their  names  had 
been  held  up  in  the  colonies  as  objects  of  the  higheft 
veneration,  and  their  arguments  were  made  the  foun- 
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dation  of  whatever  was  underftood  to  be  conflitu- 
tional  writing  or  fpeaking;  was  it  then  to  be  a  nmat- 
ter  of  wonder,  that  the  Americans,  with  fuch  autho- 
rities, to  fupport  their  opinions,  which  were  in  the 
higheft  degree  flattering  to  their  importance,  fhoiild, 
in  the  warmth  of  their  indignation,  and  the  heat  of 
their  pafTions,  commit  extravagances,  upon  obferving 
an  immediate  violation  of  what  they  had  been  taught 
to  confider  as  their  moft  undoubted  and  unalienable 
rights  ?  Or  was  there  any  reafon  to  be  furprifed,  th%t 
fuch  ftrange  and  unaccountable  contradidlions,  be- 
tween language  and  behaviour,  Ihopld  produce  the 
unhappy  confequences  which  had  now  happened, 
l^his  was  argu'iuentum  adhominem,  and  could  not  be  an- 
swered by  thofe  to  whom  it  was  applied,  without 
fhame  and  repentance. 

That  part  of  the  addreis  which  related  to  the  fta- 
tute  of  Henry  the  eighth  was  more  warmly  difputed, 
and  fuch  arguments  wpre  ufed  as  the  friends  of  ad- 
ininiftration  could    not  oppofe    with   arguments   of 
equal  force.     To   bring  delinquents  from    the  pro- 
vince of  Maffachuletts   bay,  to   be  tried  at  a  tribu- 
nal in  England,  for  crimes  fuppofed  to  be  commit- 
ted in  that  country,  was  confidered  in   the  firft  in- 
ftance,  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Englifh  conlli- 
tution.     It  was-faid  that  a  man  charged  with  a  crime 
is,  by  the  laws  of  England,  ufually  tried  in  the  coun- 
ty, where  the  oflfcnce  is  committed,  that  the  circum- 
ilances  of  the  crime  may  more  clearly  be  confidered 
and  examined;    and  that   the  knowledge  which  the 
jury  thereby  receive  of  his  general  chara(51:er,  and  of. 
the  credibility  of  the  witnelTes  might  affill  them  in  ■ 
pronouncing,  with  a  greater  degree  of  certamty,  up- 
on his  innocence  or  guilt.     That  as  the  coni'titution 
from  a  conviclion  of  its  utility,  had  fecured  thatfori;i 
of  trial  to  every  fubjcd  in  England,  with  a  colour  of 
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juftice,  can  he  be  deprived  of  it,  by  going  to  Ameri- 
ca ?    Is  a  man's  life,  fortune  and  happinefs,   or  his 
charafter  of  lefs  efteenci  in  the  eye  of  tJie  law,  there, 
than  in  this  country  ?  or  are  we  to  mete  our  different 
portions  pf  juftice  to  Britifh  fubje<^s  which  are  to  Jeflfen 
in  degree,  in  proportion  to  their  diftance  from  the  ca- 
pital ?  It  was  alledged,  that  if  an  Anpiencan  has  tranf- 
greffed  the  laws   by  conimitting  a  crime  there,  he 
ought  to  be  tried  there  for  the  offence  j  but  cannot 
juftly  bp  torn  3000  miles  from   his  family,  and  his 
friends,    his   bufinefs  and   connexions  j    from  every 
comfort  and  countenance,  neceflary  to  fupport  a  man 
under  fuch  trying  and   unhappy  circumftances  to  be 
tried  by  a  jury  that  are  not  his  peers,   who  are  proba- 
bly prejudiced  againft  him,  and  may  think  themleives 
fome  way  interefted  in  finding  him  guilty. 

It  was  further  urged,  that  it  would  be  difficult,  if 
not  impoffible  for  the  accufqd  perfon  to  bring  over- 
the  necefTary  evidence  for  his  vindication,  though  he 
was  entirely  innocent :   that  it  woujd  require  a  man  to 
be  rich,  and  to  h^ve  great  fubftance  to  bring  all  the 
witnefTes  that  might  be  necefTary  from  Bofton  to  Lon- 
don, and   that  after  ail,  fome  m.ighc  be  overlooked 
that  might  be  of  great  fervice,  which  could  not  be 
brought  till  the  trial  was  over.     That   on   the  other 
fide  witnefTes  againft  him,  fupported  by  the  counte- 
nance aiid  proteftion  of  government,  maintained    at 
the  national  expence,   and  fure  of  a  compenfation  for 
their  lofs  of  time,  and  perhaps  having  the  hope  of  fu- 
ture, reward  and  provifion,  would  not  only  be  eafily 
coUefted,  but  that  it  was  to  be  feared  too  many  would 
think  it  good  employment  and  become  eager  candi- 
dates for  the  fervice.     That  in  this  fituation  the  cafe 
of  the  accufed  would  be  very  hard  j   charged  with  a 
crime  againft   the  authority  of  the  mother  country, 

the 
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the  judges  who  are  to  determine  his  fat(*,  ar<*  thfe  peo- 
ple againft  whom  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  tranfgreffed, 
thofe  who  have  conftrudled  the  ad  with  which  he  is 
charged  into  a  crime,  v/hofe  paflions  might  be  heated 
and  who  are  at  the  fame  time  parties,  accufers,  and 
judges.  The  aft  upon  which  this  trial  was  to  proceed, 
it  was  affirmed  was  framed  in  an  arbitrary  and  tyranni* 
cal  reign,  and  had  juftly  lain  buried  in  oblivion,  till 
now  brought  forth  to  anfwer  a  temporary  and  an  ar- 
bitrary purpofe.  Many  of  thefe  arguments  were  ne- 
ver anfwered,  nor  was  any  reply  made,  except  by  a 
vote,  which  is  the  mofl:  powerful  anfwer.  The  mini- 
ftry  were  on  this  occafion  unufually  languid  in  the 
fupport  of  their  refolutions,  and  the  addrefs  which 
they  had  made  for  reviving  the  ftatute  of  Henry  the 
VIII.  for  when  they  were  afkcd  which  of  them  would 
own  himfeif  the  advifer  of  that  meafure,  they  ail  de- 
clined to  adopt  it.  It  would  appear  that  either  their 
confciences  condemned  them,  or  that  they  felt  the 
force  of  their  opponent's  arguments  too  powerful  to 
be  refilled.  The  arguments  that  were  ufed  in  behalf 
of  the  meafures  that  were  now  purfuing  are  but  fhort, 
and  have  but  little  force  in  them,  but  the  reader  in 
juftice  fhall  have  them  as  they  are. 

It  was  affirmed,  that  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  adl  had 
not  produced  the  efrecfls  that  might  liave  been  expeft- 
ed  }  that  the  colonifts  inftead  of  gratitude  for  the 
'  tendernefs  fliewn  to  their  fuppofed  diftreffes,  had  ob- 
tlinately  purfued  the  fame  courfe  as  before,  aftd  lliew- 
ed  the  fame  difrefpeft  to  government ;  that  fuch  was 
their  licentious  oppofition  to  all  meafures  of  the  le- 
giflature,  that  it  became  highly  neceffary  to  eftablilh 
fome  mark,  of  their  dependence  upon  the  mother  coun- 
try. That  the  late  duties  fo  much  complained  of, 
on  account   of  the  fmallnefs  of  their  produce,   were 

chofen, 


THE    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  189 

cfeo^n  to  anfwer  the  abovementioned  purpofe,  at  the 
f;^iTie  time  that  they  were  the  leaft  opprefTive  that  could 
be  devifed,  and  the  whole  produce   was   to  lupport 
their  own  civil  eftablilhments.     That  the  inhabitants 
of  the  province  of  Maflachufett's  Bay  were  people  of 
republican  principles,  and  licentious  in  their  difpoll- 
tions,  and  being  ftirred  up  by  faftious  and  defigning 
men,  had  broken  out  into  daring  a(5ts  of  outrage,  and 
infolence,  which  fufficiently  fhewed  the  original  ne- 
ceflity  pf  oial^iing  them  fenfible  of  their  dependence  on 
the  Britilh,  legiflaturej  that  by  their  words  and  writ- 
ings they  fecmed   rather  to  confider   themfelves   as 
members  of  an  independent  ilate,  than  as  a  colony  and 
province  belonging  to  this  country,     That  from  the 
ill  formed  fyfte-m  upon  which  the  government  of  that 
colony  had  be^^n  originally  eftablilliedi  the  council 
was  appointed  by  the  aflembly,  and  the  grand  juries 
are  elected  by   the  townfhipsj  fo   that    thefe  fadious 
men  having  got   a   lead  in  the  alTembly,  and   being 
themfelves  leaders  of  the  popular   phrenzy,  guided 
and  direfled  the  whole  civil  government  as  they  plea- 
fed;  fo  tjhat  all  juftice  and  order  was  at  an  end,  where- 
ever  their  interefts  or  palTions  were  concerned.     That 
in  thefe    circumftances    the  populace  freed  from  all 
legal    rellraints    by    thefe;  eircumftances,  rhofe    that 
flaould  have  been  the  confervators  of  the  public  peace, 
fet  themfelves  the  Hrft  examples  of  all  kind  of  difor- 
ders,  and  proceeded  at  length  to  the  commiffion  of 
fuch  a6ts,  as  if  not  now  deemed  downright  rebellion, 
would  in  other  times  have  been  judged  and  punillied 
as  fuch;   and  which  in  any  conftruction  of  the  term 
could   be  ,  confidered    but    very   little    lliort    of  it. 
That  it  was  now  high  time  for  government  to  inter- 
fere, and  effedually  to  curb  difordcrs,  which  if  fuf- 
fered  to  proceed  farther  could  no  longer  be  confider- 
P  ed 
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ed  by  that  name.  That  the  example  fet  by  the  towft 
of  Bofton,  and  the  rafh  and  daring  meafure  adopted 
by  their  afiembly  of  fending  circular  letters  to  the 
other  colonies,  had  already  produced  a  great  efFeft ; 
and  if  not  checked  was  likely  to  fet  the  whole  conti- 
nent in  a  flame,  and  for  that  reafon  fome  fhips  of  war 
and  troops  had  been  fent  to  Bofton,  who  without 
bloodlhed  or  coming  to  any  violent  meafures,  had  re- 
ftored  order  and  quiet.  *  That  nothing  but  the  moft 
vigorous  meafures  could  bring  the  colonifts  to  a  pro- 
per fenfe  of  their  duty,  and  of  their  dependence  upon 
the  fupreme  legiflature.  That  the  fpirit  which  prevail- 
ed at  Bofton  was  fo  totally  fubverfive  of  all  order  and 
civil  government,  and  the  condufc  of  the  magiftrates 
had  left  fo  little  room  for  hope  of  their  properly  ful- 
filling their  duty  during  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
sent ferment,  that  it  became  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
revive  and  put  in  executionthelawof  Henry  the  VIII. 
by  which  the  king  is  empowered  to  appoint  a  com- 
miftion  in  England  for  the  trial  there,  of  any  of  his 
fabje6ls  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  That  unlefs  that 
meafure  was  adopted,  the  moft  flagrant  a6ls  of  tre^a- 
fon  and  rebellion  might  be  committed  open-ly  in  the 
provinces  with  impunity,  as  the  civil  power  was  nei- 
ther difpofed,  nor  could  take  cognizance  of  them. 
That  the  perfons  who  were  guilty  of  thofe  crimes, 
and  who  had  already  caufed  fo  much  trouble  and  con- 
fufion,  were  no  objects  of  compafllon,  for  any  parti- 
cular circumftances  of  expence  or  trouble  that  might 
attend  this  mode  of  bringing  them  to  juftice,  which 
was  only  to  be  confidered  as  a  fmall  part  of  the  punifh- 
ment  due  to  their  crimes :  that  it  was  ungenerous  to 
fuppofe  that  government  would  make  an  improper  ufe 
of  this  law  by  harrafling  of  innocent  perfons  ;  and 
tJiat  there  was  no  reafon  to  queftion  the- integrity  oi: 

our 
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Jkhat  are  common  at  home  in  England,  are  feldom  to 
be  feen  in  that  colony. — And  indeed  it  feldom  hap- 
pens, that  a  licentious  and  diffipated  people  will  run 
any  hazards  for  their  rights  and  liberties :  but  in  a 
controverfy  there  is  always  fomething  to  be  faid  on 
both  fides.  -^'^  ^ 

The  addrefs  that  follows  the  above  refoIutlonS, 
breathed  the  fame  fpirit,  and  run  much  in  the  fame  ftilcr 
It  exprelTed  the  greateft  fatisfadlion  with  the  meafurea 
that  had  been  purfued,  to  Tupport  the  conftitution, 
and  to  induce,  in  the  colony  of  MafTachufetts  bay,  a 
due  obedience  to  the  authority  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, A  promife  and  refolution  was  alfo  made  to  con- 
cur efFedually  in  fuch  farther  meafures  as  might  be 
judged  neceffary  to  maintain  the  civil  magiftrates  in  a 
proper  execution  of  the  laws;  and  it  was  given  as  a 
matter  of  opinion,  that  nothing  would  fo  effedually 
preferve  royal  authority  in  that  province,  as  to  bring 
the  authors  of  the  late  unfortunate  diforders  to  ex- 
amplary  punifhment.  Upon  this  perfuafion,  it  was 
earneftly  requefted,  that  Governor  Bernard  would 
tranfmit  the  fulled  information  he  could  obtain  of  all 
treafons,  or  mifprifion  of  treafon  committed  within  his 
government,  fince  the  30th  of  December  1767,  toge- 
ther with  the  names  of  the  perfons  who  were  molt 
a6live  in  the  committing  of  fuch  offences:  that  his 
Majefty  might  ilTue  a  fpecial  proclamation  for  enqui- 
ring into,  hearing  and  determining  upon  the  guilt  o£ 
the  offenders  within  this  realm,  according  to  the  pro- 
vijfions  of  a  ftatute  made  in  the  30th  year  of  Henry 
the  eight,  in  cafe  his  Majefty,  upon  Governor  Ber- 
nard's report  fliould  fee  fufRcient  ground  for  fjch  a 
proceeding.  This  was  an  opinion  very  unfavourably 
to  the  colonies;  it  expofed  them  to  two  evils  of  the 
moft  fevere  kind:  their  character  was  to  be  taken 
Vol.  L  A  a  from 
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^jfrom  th«  report  of  onr  man,  who  was  their  enern^j 

,  and  they  were  to  be  tried  in  a  ftrange  country,  where 

^they  might  hav«  neither  friends  nor  connexions,  and 

^  where  ihey  could  not  have  the  benefit  of  exculpatory 

evidence.,  unlefs  at  an  «xpence,  that  very  few  people 

can  afford,  without  reducing  themfelvesto-miftry  ami 

diftrefs. 

Though  thefe  refolutiohs  and  the  addrefs  were  car- 
,ried  by  a  powerful  majority,  they  were  oppofed  with 
great  firmnefs,  and  forct  of  argument,  by  the  friends 
of  the  colonifts,  and  there  had  been  few  fubjedls  for 
.  many  years  more  ably  difcuffed,  than  this  was  through 
■  the  whole  of  the  debate.     Both  the  right  and  proprie- 
ty of  taxing  the  colonifts,  were  warmly  difputed,  and 
the  arguments  made  ufeof,  were  much  the  fame  with 
thofe  that  have  .been  already  mentioned  in  the  cafe  of 
"  repealing  the  llamp  a<5tj  which,  on  this  occafion,  fhall 
not  be  repeated.     Many  new  reflections  were  made 
on  this  occafion,  which  may   be  of  fome  fervice  to 
cop.fider.     It  was  obferved  that  the  new  revenue  laws 
did  not  anfwer  the  end  propofcd,  but   tended  to  irri- 
tate the  colonifts,  without  being  of  any  real  fervice  to 
government:  that  as  the  ad  for  fecuring  the  obedi- 
ence of  the  colonies,  anfwered  all  the  purpofes  they 
could  propcfe  by  any  new  meafure,  it  was  abfurd  to 
multiply  ftatuies,  without  fufficient  caufe  andreafons 
.for  fo  doing:  that  by  the  ineafures  they  were  purfuing, 
they  would  laV  a  tax  upon  the  mother  country:    that 
the  laying  qf  duties  upon  Britifti  commodities  and 
manufaclures  landed   in  the  colonies,  was  in  effe(5t 
granting  premiums,  to  excite  the  Americans  to  induf- 
try,  and  to  put  them  upon  railing  the  one,  and  rival- 
,Jng  Britain  in  the  other.     What   appeared  remark- 
able on  this  occafion,  the  Rockingham  and  Grenvillc 
parties,  who  were  luppofed  to  be  irrcconcileable,  up- 
on 


THE    WAR    IN'    AMERICA.  tS^ 

Qh  this  fubjedl,  entirely^  united  and  joined  ^heir  inte.- 
refts,  and  made  life  of  the  fame  argu.nents.     A  reflec- 
tion was  n:iude  by  the  oppofition,  which,  though  it 
was  very  fevere,  was  at  the  fame  t;ime  very  jufij  name* 
iy,  that  it  was  now  become  thq  fafhion  with  thofc; 
who  had  been  the  original  caufe  of  all  the  difturbr 
ances  in  America,  to  reprefent  the  people  in  that  coun- 
tiy  as  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  and  by  that  ftratagem  to 
make  the  caufe  of  sdminiftration  the  national  caufc, 
and  to  perfuade  us  that  the  people  aggrieved  by  a  fe- 
ries  of  blunders  and  mifmanagemept^  and  embolden- 
ed by  the  weaknefs  and  inconfiftency  of  government, 
had  committed  fome  ralh  actions,  that  they  wanted 
_alfo  to  throw  off  the  authority  of  the  mother  coua- 
try.     This  was  a  mod  fcvere,   but  true  reflexion ; 
for  from  all  accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  colo- 
nics, it  appears  manifed  that  mild  treatment,  and  ^ 
little  foft  management  would  have  fettled  all  the  dif- 
turbances  that  have  happened.     It  was  urged  that  a 
number  of  duties  had  been  laid  upon,  the  colonies, 
which  derived  their  confequence  only  from  their  odi- 
.  oufnefs,  and  the  mifchiefs  they  produced^  and  an  ar- 
my of  cuftom-houfe  officers  were  fent,  as  m^ch  to 
create  as  to  laife  nev/' taxes,  as  they  could  fcarcely  an- 
swer any  other  end,  and  were  themfelves  as  odious  as 
the  taxes  they  were  fent  to  collet^t  on  account  of  their 
novelty  and  foniie  other  circumftances  that  attended 
them.     Another  refle6lion  which  bore  hard  UDon  the 
majority,  was  that  fome  of  them  who  had  an  hand  in 
jmpofmg  thefe  new  duties,  and  were  become  the  zeal- 
ous fupporters  of  the  prefent   meafures,  were  at  the 
head  of  that  opinion  which  denied  totally  the  right  of 
the  legiOature  to  tax  America:  that  their  names  had 
been  held  up  in  the  colonics  as  objefls  of  the  highefl; 
veneration,  and  their  arguments  were  made  the  foun- 
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Ration  of  whatever  was  underftood  to  be  conftitM- 
tional  writing  or  fpeaking;  was  it  then  to  be  a  mat- 
ter of  wonder,  that  the  Americans,  with  fuch  autho- 
jrities,  to  fupport  their  opinions,  which  were  in  the 
higheft  degree  flattering  to  their  importance,  fliould, 
in  the  warmth  of  their  indignation,  and  the  heat  of 
their  pafTions,  commit  extravagances,  upon  obferving 
an  immediate  violation  of  what  they  had  been  taught 
to  confider  as  their  moft  undoubted  and  unalienable 
rights  ?  Or  was  there  any  reafon  to  be  furprifed,  that 
fuch  ftrange  and  unaccountable  contradidlions,  be- 
tween language  and  behaviour,  fhould  produce  the 
unhappy  confequences  which  had  now  happened. 
This  was  argumentum  adhcjninemi  and  could  not  be  an- 
fwered  by  thofe  to  whom  it  was  applied,  without; 
ihame  and  repentance. 

That  part  of  the  addrefs  which  related  to  the  fta- 
tute  of  Henry  the  eighth  was  more  warmly  difputed, 
and  fuch  arguments  were  ufed  as  the  friends  of  ad- 
inniniftration  could  not  oppofe  with  arguments  of 
equal  force.  '  To  bring  dehnquents  from  the  pro- 
vince of  MaiTachufetts  bay,  to  be  tried  at  a  tribu- 
nal in  England,  for  crimes  fuppofed  to  be  commit- 
ted in  that  country,  was  confidered  in  the  firft  in- 
ilance,  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Englifh  confti- 
tution.  It  was  faid  that  a  man  charged  with  a  crime 
is,  by  the  laws  of  England,  ufually  tried  in  thecoun- 
.ty,  where  the  offence  is  committed,  that  the  circum- 
stances of  the  crime  may  more  clearly  be  confidered 
and  examined;  and  that  the  knowledge  which  the 
jury  thereby  receive  of  his  general  character,  and  of 
the  credibility  of  the  witneffes  might  afTift  them  in 
pronouncing,  witji  a  greater  degree  of  certainty,  up- 
on his  innocence  or  guilt.  That  as  the  conftitution 
from  a  conviction  of  its  utility,  had  fecured  that  form 
of  tr;al  to  every  fubjed  in  x:ingland,  with  a  colour  of 

juftice 
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jjiffice,  can  he  be  deprived  of  it,  by  going  to  Ameri- 
ca ?  Is  a  man's  life,  fortune  and  happinefs,  or  his 
charafler  of  lefs  efteem  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  there, 
than  in  this  country  ?  or  are  we  to  mete  our  different 
portions  of  juftice  to  Britifh  fubje(5ts  which  are  to  leflen 
in  degree,  in  proportion  to  their  diftance  from  the  ca- 
pital ?  It  was  alledged,  that  if  an  American  has  tranf- 
grefied  the  laws  by  committing  a  crime  there,  he 
ought  to  be  tried  there  for  the  offence  ;  but  cannot: 
juftly  be  torn  3000  miles  from  his  family,  and  his 
friends,  his  bufinefs  and  connections  i  from  every 
comfort  and  countenance,  neceflary  to  fupport  a  man 
under  fuch  trying  and  unhappy  circumftanccs  to  l>e 
tried  by  a  jury  that  are  not  his  peers,  who  are  proba- 
bly prejudiced  agajnil  him,  and  may  think  themlclves 
fome  way  jnterefted  in  finding  him  guilty. 

It  was  further  urged,  that  it  would  be  djfiicult,  if 
not  impoflible  for  the  accufed  perfon  to  bring  over 
the  necelTary  evidence  for  his  vindication,  though  he 
was  entirely  innocent :  that  it  would  require  a  man  to 
be  rich,  and  to  have  great  fubllance  to  bring  all  the 
witnefTes  that  might  be  neceffary  from  Bofton  to  Lon- 
don, and  that  after  all,  fome  might  be  overlooked 
that  might  be  of  great  fervice,  which  could  not  be 
brought  till  the  trial  was  over.  That  on  the  other 
fide  witnefTes  againfl  him,  fupported  by  the  couiite^ 
jiance  and  protedlion  of  government,  maintained  at- 
the  national  expence,  and  fure  of  a  compenfation  for 
their  lofs  of  time,  and  perhaps  having  the.  hope  of  fu- 
ture reward  and  provifioHj  would  not  only  be  eafily 
C:olle'fted,  byt  that  it  was  to  be  feared  too  many  v/ouid 
think  it  good  employment  and  become  eager  candi» 
dates  for  the  fervice.  That  in  this  fituatjon  the  cafe 
of  the  accufed  would  be  very  hard ;  charged  with  a 
(prime  againfl  the  authority  of  the  mother  country, 
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the  ju.^ges  who  are  to  determine  his  htej  are  the  peo- 
ple againll  whom  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  tranrgrefTedj 
thofe  who  have  conflrucled  the  aft  with  which  he  ist 
charged  into  a  crime,  whofe  pafTions  might  be  heated 
and  who  are  at  the  fame  time  parties,  accufers,  and 
judges.  The  aft  upon  which  this  trial  was  to  proceed, 
it  was  afHrmed  was  framed  in  an  arbitrary  and  tyranni- 
cal reign,  and  had  juHly  Iain  buried  in  oblivion,  till 
now  brought  fo;th  to  anfwer  a  temporary  and  an  ar- 
bitrary purpofe.  Many  of  thefe  arguments  were  ne- 
ver anfwercd,  n<>r  was  any  reply  made,  except  by  a 
vote,  which  is  the  moft  powerful  anfwer.  The  mini- 
itry  ivere  on  this  occafion  unufually  languid  in  the 
fupport  of  their  ref<')lutions,  and  the  addrefs  which 
they  had  ma. ie  for  reviving  the  ftatute  of  Henry  the 
Vill.  for  when  they  were  afked  which  of  them  would 
own  himfelf  the  advifer  of  that  meafure,  they  all  de> 
clined  to  adopt  it.  It  would  appear  that  either  their 
confciences  condemned  them,  or  that  they  felt  the 
force  of  their  opponent's  arguments  too  powerful  to 
be  refifted.  I'he  arguments  that  were  ufed  in  behalf 
of  the  meafures  that  were  now  purfuing  are  but  fhort, 
and  have  bat  little  force  in  them,  but  the  reader  in 
juilice  fhall  have  them  as  they  are. 

It  was  affirmed,  that  the  repeal  of  the  (lamp  a6l  had 
not  produced  the  efFefls  that  might  have  been  exptft- 
ed  ;  that  the  colonids  inftead  of  gratitude  for  the 
tsndernefs  fhewn  to  their  fuppofed  diftrefTes,  had  ob- 
ftinateiy  purfiied  the  fame  courfe  as  before,  and  Ihew- 
f  d  the  fame  difrefpect  to  government  j  that  fuch  was 
tiic*ir  licentious  oppofition  to  all  meafureS  of  the  le- 
gidature,  that  it  became  highly  neceffary  to  eftablilh 
ibme  mark  of  their  dependence  upon  the  mother  coun- 
try. That  the  late  duties  fx)  much  complained  of, 
on  account  of  the  fmallnefs  of  their  produce,  were 
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^Itofea  to  anAv^er  the  abovementiontf^  purpofe,  at  the 
fane  time  that  :they  were  the  leaft  oppreffive  that  C"uld 
^e  devifed,  and  the  whole  produce   was   to  fupport 
their  own  civil-  eftablilhrnencs.     That  the  inhabitants 
of  the  province  of  MaiTachiifett's  Bay  were  people  of 
republican  principles,  and  licentious  in  their  difpoii- 
-tions,  and  being  ftirred  up  by  failious  and  defigriing 
.men,  had  broken  out  into  daring  a'«5ls  of  outrage,  anB 
infolence,  which  fufnciently  fhewed  the  original  ne~ 
ceflity  of  making  them  fenfible  of  their  dependence  oii 
the  -Britiih  legiflacure  \  that  by  their  words  and  vvr it- 
iaigs  they  feemed   rather  to   confider   themfeives    as 
sraembers  of  an  independent  ftate,  than  as  a  colony  and 
,province  belonging  to  this  country.     That  from  the 
iJl  formed  fyftem  upon  which  the  government  of  that 
colony  had  been  originally  eilabiifhed;  the  council 
was  appoiaied  by  the  afTernbiy,  and  the  grand  juries 
are  elected  by   the  townfhipsi  fo   that    thefe  fad'ous 
men  having  got   a   lead  in  the  allembly,  and   being 
themfeives  leaders  of  the  popular  phrenzy,  guided 
and  diredled  the  whole  civil.government  as  they  plea- 
feJ.i  fo  that  all  juftice  and  order  vv^asat  an  end,  where- 
ever  their  interells  or  paOlons  were  concerned.     That 
in  thefe    circumdances    the  populace  freed. from  all 
legal    reilraints    by   thefe  circumflances,  thole    that 
fhould  have  been  the  confervators  of  the  public  peace, 
fet  themfeives  the  firll  examples  of  all  kind  of  difor- 
ders,  and  proceeded  at  length  to  the  commifTion  of 
-fuch  ads,  as  if  not  now  deemed  downright  rebellion^ 
would  in  other  times  have  been  judged  and  punifhed 
as  fuch;   and  which  in  any  conltrudion  of .  the  term 
could   be    confidered    but    very,  little    fnort   of  it. 
That  it  was  now  high  time  for  government  to^  inter- 
fere, and  efFedually  to  curb  dlfordcrs,  which   if  fuf- 
'fered  to  p*pceed. farther  could  no  longer  be  confider- 
ed 
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ed  by  tKit  name.  That  the  example  fet  by  the  town 
of  Bofton,  and  the  rafh  and  daring  meafure  adopted 
by  their  affembly  of  fending  circular  letters  to  the 
other  colonies,  had  already  produced  a  great  efFeft; 
and  if  not  checked  was  likely  to  fet  the  whole  conti- 
nent in  a  flame,  and  for  that  rcafon  fome  ihips  of  war 
and  troops  had  been  fent  to  Bofton,  who  without 
bloodflied  or  coming  to  any  violent  meafures,  had  re- 
ftored  order  and  quiet.  That  nothing  but  the  moft 
vigorous  meafures  could  bring  the  colonifts  to  a  pro- 
per fenfe  of  their  duty,  and  of  their  dependence  upon 
the  fupreme  legiflature.  That  the  fpirit  which  prevail- 
ed at  Boflon  was  fo  totally  fubverfive  of  all  order  and 
civil  government,  and  the  conduct  of  the  magiftrates 
had  left  fo  little  room  for  hope  of  their  properly  ful- 
filling their  duty  during  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
fenc  ferment,  that  it  became  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
revive  and  put  in  executionthelawof  Henry  the  VIII. 
by  which  the  king  is  empowered  to  appoint  a  com- 
milTion  in  England  for  the  trial  there,  of  any  of  his 
fubjedls  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  That  unlefs  that 
meafure  was  adopted,  the  moft  flagrant  a6ts  of  trea- 
fon  and  re!)ellion  might  be  committed  openly  in  the 
provinces  with  impunity,  as  the  civil  power  was  nei-  a 
ther  difpofed,  nor  could  take  cognizance  of  them.  ^ 
That  the  perfons  who  were  guilty  of  thofe  crimes; 
and  who  had  already  caufed  fo  much  trouble  and  con^  , 
fufion,  were  no  objefts  of  companion,  for  any  parti-  1 
4.ularcircumftances  of  expence  or  trouble  that  might  * 
atcend  this  mode  of  bringing  them  to  juftice,  which 
v/as  oaly  to  be  confidcred  as  a  fmall  part  of  the  punifti- 
ment  due  to  their  crimes :  that  it  was  ungenerous  to 
fuppofc  that  government  would  make  an  improper  ufe 
of  this  law  by  harrafllng  of  innocent  perfons ;  and 
tUa:  there  was  no  reafm  to  queft.ion  the  integrity  of 

our 
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our  juries.— -And  they  obferved  that  it  was  unlikely 
that  the  acl  would  ever  be  put  in  execution,  as  they 
were  in  hopes  that  fuch  a  feafonable  fhew  of  lo  much 
vigour  and  lenity  would  operate  to  bring  the  colonies 
to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  and  to  make  them  give  over 
their  feditious  praftices.  Thefe  are  the  arguments 
upon  the  other  fide,  which  as  they  have  little  force  in 
themfelves,  have  hitherto  in  the  execution  produced 
none  of  thofe  effefts  which  the  authors  promifed. 

Adminiftration  feem  to  have  expefled  more  confi- 
dence from  the  public,  than  their  condu6t  for  fome 
years  paft  entitled  them  to,  when  they  fay  it  was  un- 
generous to  fuppofe  that  they  would  make  an  impro- 
per ufe  of  their  power  in  harraffing  innocent  perfons^ 
for  their  pall  conduft  gave  all  the  reafon  in  the  world 
to  fuppofe  that  mercy  and  clemency  were  none  of 
their  chara6leriftic  virtues.  And  as  they  had  refufed 
to  admit  an  enquiry  into  the  original  caufes  of  the 
diforders  in  the  colonies,  there  was  good  reafon  to 
conclude  that  impartiality  would  not  be  obferved  in 
profecuting  thofe  who  were  the  objects  of  their  refent- 
fnent.  Thecoloniftshadfor  fome  time  been  in  altate 
of  diforder,  and  many  irregularities  had  been  commit- 
ted, but  there  was  a  jealoufy  and  fufpicion  that  fome 
mifmanagement  in  government  had  been  the  caufe 
thereof?  It  was  therefore  unreafonable  to  feek  to 
punifh  the  petty  delinquents,  without  taking  notice 
of  thofe  who  had  been  the  caufe  of  all  thefe  evils. 
The  conftitution  of  the  government  of  the  MaiTachu- 
fett's  colony,  in  granting  that  privilege  to  the  town- 
iTiips,  the  privilege  of  electing  juries,  and  to  the  affem- 
bly,  the  liberty  of  appointing  the  council,  had  never 
produced  any  ill  confequences,  till  ambitious  gover- 
nors wanted  to  di<5late  to  both  councils  and  alTem.- 
blies  ;  and  then  they  found  that  the  conftitution  of, the 
colony  was  a  check  upon  their  power,  and  reftrain* 
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ed  within  a  certain  limit.  Thofe  who  fornnierly  had 
no  other  objed  in  view  than  to  rule  for  the  good  of 
the  community,  never  confidcred  thispart  of  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  colony  as  any  hardihip  :  they  fupport- 
ed  their  own  legal  dignity,  and  never  wanted  to  en- 
croach upon  the  privileges  of  the  people.  But  feme 
late  governors  afTumed  a  power  which  their  office  did 
not  give  them,  and  when  they  could  not  rule  the  colony 
according  to  their  arbitrary  pleafure,  becaufe  the  go- 
vernment of  the  province  did  not  allow  them  fo  to  do, 
they  began  to  complain  both  of  the  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  conduft  of  the  people,  who  did  no  more 
than  it  allowed  them.  It  would  have  been  no  more 
than  fair,  to  have  made  an  enquiry  into  the  condud 
of  government,  that  it  might  have  appeared,  whether 
the  difturbances  had  arifen  from  mal-adminiftration  in 
the  officers  of  the  crown,  or  from  the  licentioufnefs 
and  rellleffnefs  of  the  people.  Had  it  appeared  that 
the  miniftry  and  governors  had  done  their  duty,  it 
would  have  united  all  ranks  in  this  kingdom  againil 
the  colonifts,  and  added  a  ilrength  to  adminiftratioa 
which  would  have  enabled  them  to  havepurfued  their 
meafures  with  more  eafe  and  fatiifaction.  But  when 
they  refufed  tofubmit  to  an  enquiry,  it  confirmed  the 
fufpicions  of  the  public,  that  there  was  fomething 
done  that  could  not  bear  a  trial.  The  allufion  to  the 
times  of  the  Stuarts,  in  the  reafoning  of  the  majori- 
ty, and  their  keennefs  for  the  revival  of  the  ftatute  of 
Henry  the  eight,  mcreafed  the  jealoufy  of  the  colo- 
nifts, and  aggravated  the  oppofition  at  home.  Pre- 
cedents taken  from  arbitrary  reigns,  and  tyrannical 
princes,  had  but  an  ill  appearance,  and  were  not  rec- 
koned fui  table  to  the  principles  of  the  refolution,  and 
the  government  of  a  prince  of  the  Brunfwick  line. 
The  colonifts  irritated  already,  by  what  was  paft, 
€onfidered  thefe   new  meafures,  as  contrivances  of 
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ftate  to  enflave  them  ;  and  they  began  to  apprehfend 
that  goveiTiment  would  proceed  from  one  thing  to 
another,  till  they  reduced  them  to  the  ftate  they  were 
in  before  the  revolution.  What  gave  rife  to  thefe 
apprehenfions,  was  the  fimilarity  of  proceedings,  and 
the  influence  that  the  friends  of  the  ancient  family 
were  fi^pofed  to  have  in  the  court  of  Britain;  thefe 
ideas  were  confirmed  by  the  eflays  of  party-writers 
in  England,  who,  without,  confining  themfelves always 
to  truth,  had  for  fome  years  paft,  in  the  moft  pofitive 
manner  affirmed,  that  all  the  fprings  of  government 
were  moved  and  managed  by  an  invifible  agent,  whole 
influence  tui-ned  the  puppets  whicli  way  he  pleafed. 
Though  it  cannot  be  r^afonably  fuppofed  that  any  one 
man  polfeflTed  fuch  influence  as  was  fuppofed,  yet  the 
meafares  of  the  miniftry  were  frequently  fo  fufpicioiis 
and  inconfiftenc,  that  they  gave  reafon  for  fuch  furmi- 
fes.  It  is  not  itrange  that  the  colonifts  fhouid  have 
believed  v/hat  v/as  publiflied  with  fo  much  confidence 
in  the  mother  country ;  efpecially  when  we  confider 
thar  their  minds  by  this  time  were  warped  by  preju- 
dice, and  their  imaginations  heated  with  oppofition 
and  refentment.  They  had  petitioned  without  fuc- 
cefs,  and  remonfl:rated  in  vain;  they  acknowledged 
the  fupremacy  of  the  fovereign,  and  the  authority  of 
parliament  to  direct  their  trade  and  navigation,  but 
nothing  would  pleafc  adminiftration  but  abfolute  do- 
minion over  their  all.  This  they  accounted  contrary 
to  their  natural  rights  as  Englillimen,  and  a  breach  of 
their  charters;  and  the  new  proceedings  of  parlia- 
ment they  confidered  as  fo  many  chains  to  enflave 
them.  Thus  like  a  ftream  that  is  fed  by  cpnftapE 
(iipplies,  their  oppoutionencreafed,  till,  like  a  torrentf 
it  overflowed  all  bounds. 

Both  houfes  of  parliament  were  fo  bent  upon  hum- 
bliiig  the  colony  of  Maflachufett's  bay,  that  they  had 
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proceeded,  on  the  13th  of  February,  to  addrefs  his 
Majefty,  for  calling  all  the  offenders  in  that  colony  to 
an  account  before  the  judicatories  of  this  nation. 
This  declared  how  earneft  the  majority  in  parliament 
were  in  exercifing  the  authority  of  the  mother  coun- 
try over  the  colonies.  Their  addrefs  is  exprefled  iq 
the  ftrongell  terms  of  loyalty  to  the  King,  arvd  feve- 
rity  to  the  offenders  in  the  colony*.  His  Majefty  in 
his  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment 

•THE    ADDRESS. 

Moft  gracious  foveieign,  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  manner 
We,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  for  bringing  to  condign  punifhnient 
and  loyal  fubje^ts,  the  Lords  f'pi-  the  chief  authors  and  inftigators  of^ 
ritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons  the  late  diforders.  We  molt  hum- 
in  Parliament  afTembled,  return  bly  befeech  your  Majefty,  that  you 
your  Blajeily  our  moft  humblevvill  be  gracioufly  pleafed  todirerf, 
thanks,  for  the  communication  yourMajefty'sGovernorof  Mafia- 
your  Majefty  has  been  gracioufly  chulett's  baytotake  the  moft  efiec- 
pleafed  to  make  tovour  parliament,  tual  methods  for  procuring  the  fit- 
of  feveral  pnpers  relative  to  public  tcft  information  that  can  be  obtain- 
tranladions  in  your  Majefty's  pro-  ed,  touching  all  treafons,  milpri- 
vinceof  Maftachulett's  bay.  fion  of  treafbn  committed  withiq 

We  beg  leave  to  exprefs  toyour  his  government  fince  the  30th  of 
Majefty  our  lincere  fatisfadion  in  December,  1767;  and  to  tranfmit 
the  meafures  which  your  Majefty  the  fame,  together  with  the  names 
lias  purfued,  for  iupporting  the  of  the  perfons  who  were  moft  ac- 
conftitution,  and  for  inducing  a  tive  in  the  commiffion  of  fuch  oU 
due  obedience  to  the  authority  of  fences,  to  one  of  your  Majefty's 
the  legiflature,  and  to  give  your  principal  I'ecreraries  of  ftate  in  or- 
iVIajefty  the  flrongefl:  allurances,  der  that  your  Majefty  may  ifTue  a 
that  we  will  efFecftually  ftand  by  fpecial  commifTion  for  enquiring 
and  fu])port  your  Majefty,  in  fuch  of,  hearing,  and  determining  the 
turther  meafures  as  may  be  found  faid  offences  within  the  realm, 
iieceflary  to  maintain  the  civil  ma-  purl uant  to  the  provifions  of  the 
jTiftratesinthedueexecutionof  the  ftaiute  of  the  30th  year  of  the 
laws,  within  your  Majefty's  pro-  leignofKing  Henrv  the  8th,  in 
vinceol  Maiiachufcit's  bay.  And  cafe  your  ^lajelry  flmll,  upon  re- 
tve  conceive  nothing  cnn  be  imnie-  ccivingthefaidintorination,feefuf- 
duvely  ncceflary  either  tor  the  ficient  ground  for  fuch  a  proceeding, 
maintaining  of  your  Mi<jeri.y''s  au-  To  this  Addrei's,  his  iviajelly  gave 
thurity  in  the  faid  province,  or  for  the  f.>ilowing  moft  gracious  An- 
guarding  your  IN'Jajeftv's  lubjec^^s       fwev. 

therein  from  bemg  rurther  deluded  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

by  the  arts  of  wicked  and  delign-       The  lincere  fatisfattion  vou  ex-. 
ijig  men,  than  to  proceed  in  the  prels  in  the  meafures  1  have  alrea- 
dy 
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n^nt  enters  warmly  into  the  fpirit  of  the  meafuros' 
they  recommend,  and  breathes  the  fpirit  of  vengeance 
againft  fome  leading  perfons  in  the  colony  of  MaiTa- 
chufett's  bay.  It  was  now  manifeft  that  nothing  could 
bring  matters  to  a  proper  temper,  except  an  uncondi- 
tional fubmifTion  on  the  part  of  the  colonics ;  for  botlf 
king  and  parliament  were  determined  to  humble  them. 
At  this  time  it  appeared  to  almoil  all  ranks  of  people, 
an  eafvm.atter  to  have  fettled  the  difference.  Moder- 
ation  in  the  government,  equal  to  the  fubmifTion  of 
the  colonifts  might  have  fettled  all  the  comm-Otions  ; 
but  it  was  now  determined  to  make  ufe  of  the  moft  ri- 
gorous meafures,  and  to  bring  the  colonifts  to  the 
feet  of  the  minifter.  Wife  men  began  to  perceive 
the  abfurdityof  the  meafures  of  the  miniftry,  and  pub^ 
licly  lliewed  their  diflike  of  their  proceedings,  and 
on  that  account  were  confidered  as  diQoyal  and  difaf- 
fedied  to  the  government.  The  moft  wretched  and 
defpicable  tools  of  adminiftration,  over  all  the  nation, 
were,  on  all  occafions  ready  to  infult  every  perfon 
that  hinted  the  fmalleft  diflike  of  the  violent  meafures 
that  were  now  propofed.  Petitions  and  remonftrances 
were  confidered  as  feditious  libels,  and  the  petitioners 
and  remonftrators  accounted  faclious  and  dilloyal  per^ 
fons.  The  very  Jacobites  and  Papifts,  who,  it  is  v/ell 
known  never  were  well  affected  to  the  revolution  kt- 
tlement,  nor  the  Hanoverian  fuccefTion,  became  nov/- 
the  accufers  of  the  king's  moft  loyal  fubjecls,  and 
were  not  afhamed  openly  to  charge  the  revolution 
with  rebellion.  The  great  numbers  of  thofe  v/ho  had 
been    concerned   in  the    rebellion  in  the  year   1745 

being 

dy  taken,  and  the  ftrono;  affurances  I  wll!  not  t'lil  to  give  thofe  orders 

you  give  of  lupporring  me  in  thole  which  you,  recomaiend  as  the  moft 

nhich   may    be    ftill   necelTary  to  effeftual  method  of-  liringing   the 

jnaintain  thejuft  legillarive  aiithf>-  authors  of  the  iareunliappv  dilor« 

lity,  and  the  due  execution  of  the  ders  in   that   province  to  condigiji 

Lia-s  in  my  province  of  Mallichu-  punifhment. 
icti's  bay,  give  me  great  uleafure. 
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bein^  reftored  to  their  fortunes  and  eftates,  as  well  as 
preferred  in  the  army  and  navy,  gave  fufpicion  to  thofd 
-who  were  frier.ds  of  the  conftitucion,  that  fome  dark 
fchemes  were  operating  to  bring  the  empire  under  a 
more  arbitrary  government.  What  added  to  thefe 
fufpicions  was,  that  ever  fince,  1745,  it  had  been  the 
conftant  converfatioTi  of  the  Jacobites  in  their  private 
affemblies,  that  they  would  walk  morefurely,  and  play 
a  more  certain  game  in  their  future  proceedings,  than 
iht-y  and  their  fathers  liad  done  fince  the  revolution: 
that  it  would  be  a  work  of  more  time,  to  worm  thcin-^ 
ielves  into  places  of  power  and  truft,  by  a  fpecious 
behaviour,  but  would  operate  with  more  certainty, 
than  proceeding  to  ads  of  violence.  Thefe  fecret 
nnnoeuvres  were  not  kept  fo  ch^fe,  as  to  be  totally  con- 
cealed; they  had,  upon  occafions,  admitted  fome  in- 
to their  meetings  who  were  unknown  to  them,  not  of 
their  principles.  Thefe  made  no  fecret,  of  what  they 
had  heard,  but  told  them  to  others,  and  they  at  laft 
circulated  fo  wide  as  to  fpread  over  the  whole  nation , 
Thefe  hints  moved  the  friends  of  the  revolution,  and 
made  them  publifh  their  fufpicions  to  the  nation.  The 
friends  of  the  miniftry  declared  that  all  this  was  flan- 
der,  proceeding  from  malice  and  difappointment : 
that  the  people  in  oppofition  had  nothing  m  view  ex- 
cept to  embarrafs  government,  and  to  have  the  manage- 
ment, and  the  perquifites  belonging  thereto,  into  their 
own  hands.  This  affertion  was  not  unplaufiblcj  for 
it  often  times  happens  that  the  clamour againft  chemi- 
liiftry  proceeds  more  from  a  love  of  their  places, 
than  for  any  diflike  of  their  meafures.  The  mini- 
Jby  on  this  occalion,  as  on  rnany  occafions  fince,  were 
but  badly  ferved  with  thofe  whom  they  employed  to 
defend  their  liieafures,  to  the  public  The  writers 
wpon  their  fide,  were  not  equal  in  abilities  to  thofe  in. 
tlic  oppofition ;  and  though  they  had  been  equal  to  it^ 
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it  indeed  i?  irnpofljble  for  hirelings  to  write  wjth  fo 
much  fpirit  and  freedom  as  thofe  who  write  from  prin- 
ciple, and  from  tht  heart. 

What  irritated  the  colonifrs  to  the  higheft  degree, 
was  an  a^palfedin  1767, for  granting  certain  duties  iii 
the  Britifli  colonies  and  plantations  in  America.  This 
law  contains  a  vail  number  of  articles, which  the  colo- 
nifls  thought  heavy  and  grievous,  and  which  v/ere 
judged  inconfilLeut  with  thofe  ideas  implied  in  the  law 
repealing  the  fuamp  ac^.  '^m  that  the  reader  m.ay  judge 
for  himfelf,  I  have  given  this  law,  together  with  the 
declaratory  a<5t,in  the  notes  below.*  In  no  year  fmce  his 
Majelty's  accelfion  to  the  throne,  were  there  greater 

commotions 

*  For   every  hundred  weight  a-  per   containing    forty  quires,  net 
>oirdupois  ot  crown,  plate,  flint,   made  in  Great  Britain,  lix  pence, 
ind  white  glals,  tour  fhiliings  and       For  every  ream  ot  paper  called 
'eight  pence.  ^      brown  cap,   not  made  in   Great 

Forev^ry  hundred  weight  avoir-  Britain,  nine  pence, 
dupois  cf  green  glafs,  one  (hilling       For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
and  two  pence.  brown  large  cap,    made   in  Great 

For  every  hundred  weight  avoir-  Britain,  four  pence  halfpenny, 
dupois  of  red  lead,  two  Ihillings.  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 

For  every  hundred  weight  avoir-  fmall  ordinary  brown,  made  in 
dupois  of  white  lead,  two  {hillings.   Great  Britain,  three  pence. 

For  ev'ery  hundred  weight  avoir-  '  For  every  bundle,  containing 
dupois  of  painters  colours,  two  fqrty  quires  of  paper  called  Vv-hite 
(hillings.  brown,   made   in    Great   Britaip, 

For  every  pound  weight  avoir-  four  pence  halfpenny, 
dupois  of  tea,  three  pence.  For  everv  ream  of  cartridge  pa- 

Fore  very  ream  of  paper,  ufual-  per,  one  (hilling  and  one  penny 
ly  called  or  known  by  the, name  of  halfpenny. 

atlas  fine,  twelve  (hillings.  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  chancery  double,  one  fnilliug  -dnd 
atlas  ordinary,  fix  fnillings.  lix  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
aaitard  or  double  copy,  one  fliil-  Genoa  crown  fine,  one  (hilliug  and 
ling  and  fix-pence.  one  penny  halfpenny. 

For  every  fingle   ream  of  blue       For  cvcxy  rsiim  of  jwper  called 
aper  for  fugar  bakers,   ten  pence  Genoa  crown-ifecond,  nine  pence, 
lalf-penny.  For  every  ream  of  paper  caile4 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  German  crown,  nine  pence. 
alue  royal,   one  (hilling  and  l:x       For  every   ream  of   paper  called 
^ence.  '       fine  printing  crown,  nine  pence. 

For  every  bundle  of  brown  pa-       for  every  re^.m  of  pj'pcr  called 
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commotions  and  debates 'in  the  empire  than  in  this. 
Not  only  were  the  colonies  in  a  ftate  of  commotion, 
but  the  nation  at  home  was  in  a  continual  buftle.  Ad- 
drefles  on  one  fide,  and  petitions  on  the  other,  were 
prefented  in  great  numbers  to  the  throne.  The  prin- 
ciples upon  which  they  proceeded  were  fo  oppofite, 
and  contrary  to  each  other,  that  one  would  conclude, 
by  comparing  them,  that  the  human  mind  muft  have, 
in  fome  people,  different  faculties,  from  what  others 
are  poffefTed  of,  and  that  right  and  wrong  are  not  the 

fame 

fecond   ordinary   printing  crown,   elephant  fine,  fix  {hillings. 

fix  pence  three  farthings.  For  every  ream  of  paper  calied 

For  every  ream  ot  paper  called  elephant  ordinary,  two  ihil  lings  and 
crown  fine,  made  in  Great  Britain,   five  pence  farthing, 
ftincpence.  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  Genoa  fools  cap  fine,  one  fliilling 
crown  fecond,  made  in  Great  Bri-  and  one  penny  halfpenny, 
tain,  fix  pence  three  farthings.  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  Genoa  fools  cap  fecond, nine  pence. 
<Jemy  fine,  not  made  in  Great  Bri-  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
tain,  three  Ihillings.  German  fools  cap,  nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
demy  fecond,  not  made  in  Great  fine  printing  fools  cap,  nine  pence. 
Britain,  one  Ihilling  and  four  pence  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
luilfpenny.  fecond  ordinary  printing  tools  cap, 

■for  every  ream  of  paper  called  fix  pence  three  farthings, 
demv  fine  made  in  Great  Britain,        For  every  ream  of  any  other  pa- 
one  fhiiling  and   one  penny  half-  per  called  fools  cap  fine,  not  made 
penny.  in  Great  Britain,  one  {hilling  and 

For  every  leam  of  paper  called  ten  pence  half  penny, 
demy  fecond,  made  in  Great  Bri-       For  every  ream  of  any  other  pa- 
tain,  nine  pence.  per  called  tools  cap  fine,  fecond, 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  not  made  in   Great  Britain,   one 
demy   printing,   one   fhiiling  and  {hilling  and  fix  pence, 
thicc  pence.  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 

For  eveiy  ream  of  paper  calied  fools  cap  fine,  made  in  Great  Bri- 
Gcnoa  demy  fine,  one  (hiUing  and   tain,  nine  pence, 
fix  pence.  For  every  ream  of  paper  called  • 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  fools  cap  fecond,  made  in  Great 
Genoa  demy  fecond,  one  {hilling  Britain,  fix  pence  three  farthings. 
Iknil  one  penny  hailpcnny.  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 

For  every  ream   or  paper  called  imperial  fine,  twelve  {hillings. 
German  demy,  6nc  fhiiling  andone       For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
pcnuv  halrpcnny.  fecond  writing  imperial,  eight  fhil- 

For  cveiy  seam  of  paper  called   lings  and  three  pence. 

Fof 
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fame  to  all  mankind.  The  adirefs  and  petitions  are 
fo  efTentially  different  in  their  nature,  that  by  the  ohe 
you  would  determine  the  nation  to  be  in  the  moft 
flourifhing  condition,  and  in  a  ftate  of  the  greateft 
happinefs,  and  by  the  other  you  would  be  led  to  he- 
;  lieve,  that  it  was  upon  the  verge  of  utter  ruin,and  on 
'  the  very  brink  of  deftruftion.  Perhaps  neither  the 
cafes,  as  dated  in  the  one  or  the  other  are  ftriftly  true, 
nor  is  it  pofTible  that  they  could  be  both  truej  but  one 
thing  is  certain,  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
Vol.  I.  C  c  were 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  Britain,  fix  pence  three  farthings. 
German  lombard,  nine  pence.  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  fine  pot,   made  in  Great  Britain, 
medium  fine,  four  fhillings  and  fix   nine  pence, 
pence.  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 

For  every  ream  of  paper  .called  fecond  pot,  made  in  Great  Britain, 
Genoa  medium,  one  fnillinsj;  and   four  pence  half  penny. 
ten  pence  halfpenny.  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  fuper  royal  fine,  nine  (hillings, 
fecond  writing  medium,  three-flfil-       For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
lings.  royal  fine,  fix  {hillings* 

For  every  ream  of  painted  paper  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
not  made  in  Great  Britain,  fix  fhil-  fine  Holland  royal,  two  fliillings 
lings.  and  five  pence  farthing. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fine  large  poft,  one  Ihilling  and  ten  fine  Holland  fecond,  one  Shilling 
pence  halfpenny.  and  fix  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called       For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fmallpoft,  one  ihilling  and  one  pen-  fecond  fine  Holland  royal,  one  Ihil- 
,  ny  halfpenny.  ling  and  fix  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called       For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fine  Genoa  pot,  fix  pence  three  ordinary  royal,  nine  pence, 
farthings.  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  Genoa  royal,  two  {hillings  and  five 
fecond  Genoa  pot,  fix  pence  three  pence  fiirthing. 
farthings.  For  every  ream  of  paper  called 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  fecond  writing  royal,  four  {hillings 
luperfine  pot,  not  made  in  Great  and  one  penny  halfpenny. 
Britain,  one  {lulling  and  fix  pence.       For  every  ream  of  paper  called 

For  every  ream  of  other  paper  fecond  writing  fuper  royal,  fix 
called  fecond  fine  pot,  not  made  in  {hillings 

Great  Britain,  one  {hilling  and  one       For  every  hundredweight  avoir- 
penny  halfpenny.  dupoisofpatle-boards,  mill-boards. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  andfcale-boards,  not  made  in  Great 
ordinary  pot,  not  made  ii>  Great  Britain,  three  {hillings  and  9  pence. 

For 
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were  teally  the  voice  of  the  nation.  For  as  the  mi- 
niftry  and  the  court  party  ufed  their  11101011  efforts 
to  procure  addreffers,  fo  leading  men  in  the  oppofi- 
tion  did  all  they  could  to  procure  petitioners,  who 
knew  as  little  about  the  grievances^  as  the  addreffers 
did  about  the  happinefs  of  the  nation.  But  were  the 
occafion  of  great  noife  and  confufion ;  people  were  ta- 
ken off  their  bufinefsjand  idle  difpofed  men  went  riot- 
ing for  feveral  days  together,  without  doing  any  thing 
except  drinking  and  making  noife  in  the  ftreets  of 

towns 

Foreverylumdred  weight  nvo*'r-  if  may  be  declared,  and  be  it  de- 
dupoisofpaile-boardf,  mill  boards,  ci:ired  i:y  the  Kini;'s  moil:  excellent 
and  fcale-boards,  nu;de  in  Great  IV!ajefly,by  and  with  theadvicfe  and 
Britain,  two  fiiillings  and  three  cnnient  uf  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
pence.  Tesriporal,  and  Commons,  in' this 

And  for  and  upon  allpaper  which  prefent  parliament  aflembled,  ^fid 
Ihall  beprinted,  painted,  or  ilained,  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  That 
in  Great  Britain,  to  ferve  for  h.ihg-  the  faidcofonies  and  plantations  in 
ings  or  other  uies,  three  farthings  America  have  been,  are,  and  of 
for  every  yard  fquare,  over  and  a-  rightought  to  be,fubordirtate  unto, 
bove  the  duties  payable  for  fuch  and  dependent  upon  the  imperi;il 
paper  by  this  aft,  it  the  fame  had  crown  and  parliament  of  Grca't 
not  been  printed,  painted,  or  ftain-  Britain;  and  that  the  King's  Majef- 
ed;  and  after  thofe  rates  refpeftive-  ty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
ly  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 

Tempor.d,  and  Commons  of  Great 

DECLARATORY   ACT.         Britain,  in  parilament  aflembled, 

'  Whereas  feveral  of  the  houfes  had,  hath,  and  of  right  ought  tt) 

*  of  Repriefentatives  in  his  Majef-   have,  full  power  and  authority  to 

*  ty'^s  colonies   and   plantations  in  make  laws  and  ftafutes  of  furficieht 

*  America,   have   of  late,  againft  force  and  validity  to  bind  the  colo- 

*  law,  claimed  to  themfelves,  or  to  nies  and  people  of  America,  fub- 

*  thegeneralaflembliesof  he  fame,  jefts  of  the  crowri  of  Great  Britain, 

*  thefoleandexclufive  rightof  im-  in  all  cafes  whatfocver. 

*  poling  duties  and  taxes  upon  his       IT.  And  be   it  farther   declared 

*  Majerty's  fubjcds  in  the  faid  colo-  and  enaded  by  the  authority  afcrij- 
'  nies  and  plantations;    and  have,   faid,  That  all  refolution?,votes,  or- 

*  in  piirfuance  of  fuch  claim,  pafled  ders,  and  proceedings,  in   any  of 
'  certain  votes,  refolutions,  and  cr-  ftid  colonics  or  plantations,  where- 

*  ders,  derogatory  to  the  legillative  by  the  power  and  authoiity  of  the 

*  aiUhority  bt  parliament,   and  in-  parliament    of  Great  Britain,    to 

*  confitlent  with   the  dependency   make  laws  and  flatutcs  as  aforefaid, 

*  of  the  faid  colonics  and   planta-   is  denied  or  drawn  into  queflion, 

*  tions  upon  the  crown  of  Great  are,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  bi?, 

*  Bitain.'  May  it  therefore  plcale'  utterly  null  and  void,  to  all  intents 
your  moil  excellent  Majeily,  that  ahtl  pUrpofe's  whatfocver. 


A,  D.  1769.      THE    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  '261 

towns  and  cities.  The  number  of  petitioners  was  by 
far  the  greatefl,  and  fhewed  that  among  thofe  who 
pretended  to  have  aright  to  intermeddle  in  thofe  mat- 
ters, the  majority  was  on  the  fide  of  the  oppofition. 
The  great  number  of  petitions  that  were  fent  to  the 
throne,  gave  great  offence  to  the  miniftry,  and  they 
were  treated  with  the  utmoft  contempt.  This  pro- 
voked the  petitioners  to  the  higheft  degree,  and  made 
many  of  them  both  fpeak  and  write  many  fevere  things 
againft  the  miniftry.  Thus  the  parties  irritated  one 
another,  that  charity  and  love  among  men  became  a 
very  rare  thing.  Thofe  on  the  fide  of  the  court  be- 
ing in  general  the  more  wealthy  and  fubftantial  part  of 
the  nation,  looked  with  contempt  upon  the  other 
fide,  and  defpifed  them,  as  not  worthy  of  being  con- 
fulted  in  any  affairs  of  government;  while  the  others 
confidered  them  as  opprelTors  and  enemiesof  their  coun- 
try. The  debates  both  in  and  out  of  parliament  run 
high.  The  court  party  cried  out  for  fevere  meafures. 
They  faid  the  authority  of  parliament  had  been  tram- 
pled upon,  the  fovereign  had  been  infulted  on  the 
throne,  by  the  moft  abfurd  and  provoking  proceed- 
ings and  infolent  petitions.  A  diifolution  of  parlia- 
ment was  requefled,  for  no  other  reafon  than  becaufe 
they  had  complied  with  the  King's  minifters,  whom 
j:he  King  himfelf  had  appointed.  How  could  the 
King  exped:  to  be  obeyed  in  fuch  critical  emergencies, 
that  muft  occur  in  any  plan  for  aggrandizing  the 
crown ;  when  the  minifters  who  formed  fuch  plans 
were  given  up,  and  the  parliament,  who  had  acted 
under  their  influence  was  diffolved?  This  kind  of  rea- 
foning  was,  bv  the  other  fide,  confidered  as  partial, 
felfifh,  and  inconclufivci  they  looked  upon  fuch  ar- 
guments as  the  Ihifts  of  guilty  perfons  to  cover  their 
iniquities,  rather  than  the  reafoning  of  true  and  good 
Doliticians,     To  threaten  the  nation  for  petitioning 

C  c    i  the 
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the  fovereign,  which  was  a  right  that   belonged   to 
every  individual,  was  looked  upon  as  an  infolence  which 
none  butdefperatenaen  would  have  been  guilty  of.  The 
argumentsonthisoccafionwentmuchagainft  the  mini- 
ilry,  which  did  not  a  little  provoke  them;  and  as  ufual- 
ly  happens  in  the  time  of  controverfy,  many  indecent 
reflexions   were   thrown    forth   againft    individuals, 
which  were  a  difgrace  to  the  caufe  they  were   Sup- 
porting.    Magiftrates,    however    many   errors    they 
may  be  guilty  of,  as  long  as  they  continue  in  office, 
perfons  in  oppofing  their  mifconducl,  ought  always  to 
obferve  decency.     It  adds   no    luftre  to    any    caufe 
to  fupport  it  with  fcandal  and  perfonal  reflecflions.     A 
fpecies  of  writing  was  now  become  faJfhionable,  where- 
in all  the  privace  foibles  of  men's  lives  were  drawn 
into  the  argument,  and  their  private  infirmities  paint- 
ed with  the  moil  uncharitable  colourings.     Thiswan- 
tonnefs  of  the  prefs  provoked  the  court   and  the  mi- 
niftry  exceedingly,  fo  that  they  were  determined  to 
make   examples  of  offenders  as  foon  as  they    could 
have  a  proper  opportunity.     This  was  a  very  weak 
refolution;  for  the   ofi^ence  was  mutual,  and  neither 
lide  could  plead  innocent.     The  writers  on  the   fide    ^ 
of  the  court  were  often  as  illiberal  as  thofe  on  the  fide  '  ' 
of  the  oppofition;  but  where  men   of  power  are  irri- 
tated, it  requires  much  wiidom  to  make  them  reftrain 
their   power  within   the  bounds  of  right  reafon  and 
juftice.     The  miniftry  were  fadly  galled,  and  felt  the 
ridicule  of  their  opponents,  which   was    often  very 
fcurrilous. 

When  the  parliament  met  this  year,  upon  the  9th 
of  January,  the  nation  was  in  great  expectations  con- 
cerning the  manner  how  the  flate  of  public  affairs 
would  be  introduced  in  the  fpeech  from  the  thronci 
Tvhen  to  the  amazement  of  ^ail,  the  .chief  contents 
thereof,  were  filled  up  with  a  diflemper  among   the 

horned 
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horned  cattle  !  It  was  expedled  that  notice  would 
have  been  taken  of  the  domeftic  commotions  in  the 
nation  at  home,  and  of  the  difturbances  in  America, 
but  with  regard  to  all  thefe  there  was  a  perfect  filence. 
-The  fpeech  became  an  object  of  ridicule  over  all  the 
nation,  as  the  diftemper  it  referred  to  was  fcarcel^ 
known  to  have  exiftence,  and  had  not  become  an  ob- 
je(5b  of  ferious  refle<5tion  among  the  people  who  were 
.more  immediately  concerned. 

The  cold  referve  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  was 
■not  imitated  by  thofe  in  oppofition  .to  the  meafures 
of  the  miniftry.  When  the  addrefs  was  read,  a 
motion  was  made  for  an  amendment,  in  the  follow^ 
ing  terms  :  that  they  would  immediately  enquire 
into  the  caufes  of  the  prevailing  difcontents  through- 
cut  his  Majefty's  dominions.  This  introduced  fome 
long  debates,  that  were  carried  on  with  great  heat 
and  acrimony  of  exprelTion,  unknown  before  in  par- 
liament, and  in  which  many  fevere  animadverfions 
were  made  upon  the  feveral  parts  of  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne.  The  affair  concerning  the  petitions  was 
(igitated  with  great  violence,  and  the  grievances  of 
the  nation  painted  in  the.  ftrongeft  colours  by  the  op- 
pofition,-^while  the  other  fide  openly  denied  their 
exiftence,  and  feemed  to  threaten  thofe  who  fet  them 
forth.  There  was  a  party  on  the  fide  of  the  miniftry 
that  were  m;ore  moderate  j  thefe  admitted  the  exiftence 
of  the  grievances  alledged,  but  affirmed  they  were 
exaggerated  beyond  all  bounds.  They  acknowledged 
|he  difcontents  in  the  nation,  and  declared  themielves 
willing  to  confider  them  at  a  proper  feafon,  as  vs^ell  as 
to  reconfider  the  eledion  of  Middlefex,  which  was 
now  a  gre;atbone  of  contention  ;  they  faid  thfey  were 
willing  to  liften  to  methods  of  redrefs  foberly  propo- 
sed, and  at   a  time  \yhen  they  had   leifurej,  but  they 

objected 
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objefted  to  the  motion,  as  it  would  fix  a  crime  upon 
themfelves,  to  allure  his  Majefty  that  by  an  abufe  of 
power,  they  had  been  the  cauie  of  all  the  prevailing 
dilcontents,  and  would  be  joining  in  a  prayer  for  their 
own  dillblution.  The  majority  upon  this  fide  purfued 
another  method  of  argument ;  they  allowed  the  dif- 
contents,  but  charged  them  and  the  petitions,  to  the 
gentlemen  in  the  oppofition,  through  whofe  influence 
the  people  were  perfuaded  to  imagine  the  one,  and  fub- 
rcril)e  the  other. 

And  it  was  boldly  affirmed,  that  the  only  caufe  of 
both,  was  the  hatred  of  their  leaders  to  thofe  in  ad- 
iiiiniftration.  Itwasinfifted  that  the  majority  of  gen- 
tlenien  of  large  fortunes,  and  the  magiftrates  through- 
out the  nation,  together  with  the  clergy  in  feveral 
counties,  had  not  joined  in  the  petitions,  and  that  a 
majority  of  counties  had  not  petitioned  at  all:  that 
the  inferior  clafs  of  freeholders  were  not  capable  of 
underllanding  what  they  fubfcribedj  that  the  farmers 
and  manufafturers  throughout  the  nation  could  nei- 
ther know  nor  take  any  intereft  in  the  prefent  difputcs, 
provided  they  had  not  been  ftirred  up  by  fadious 
and  feditious  perfons,  who  were  hunting  after  griev- 
ances, and  continually  fabricating  petitions. — That  by 
men  of  that  chara6ler,  meetings  had  been  advertifed, 
where  the  people  were  harangued  with  inflammatory 
fpeeches,  and  writings  publilhed  and  fcattered  through 
the  Kingdom,  in  which  government  had  been  re- 
proached and  vilified,  the  parliament  abufed,  and  the 
minds  of  the  people  enfiamed.  All  this  was  done,  it 
was  alledged,  to  diilrefs  government;  but  it  was  added, 
that  although  the  majority  of  fuch  freeholders  had 
figned  the  petitions  without  any  influence  or  folicita- 
tion,  they  were  only  to  be  confidered  as  the  afls  of  a 
rabble,  and  of  an  ignorant  multitude,  incapable  of 

judging. 
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judging.  This  kind  of  ftile,  as  it  was  in  its  own  na- 
ture opprobrious,  fo  it  was  alfo  not  true  in  fad,  be- 
caufe  thofe  whom  the  court  party  called  a  rabble,  be- 
haved with  as  much  wifdom  and  difcretion,  as  even 
the  beftof  the  friends  of  the  miniiby.  It  is  a  fdrt  of 
lunacy  which  often  prevails  among  felfifli  politicians, 
to  imagine  that  the  people  in  the  lower  walks  of  life 
arc  deftitute  of  all  penetration  and  difcernmenti  and 
that  they  are  not  qualified  to  judge  concerning  their 
bwn  affairs.  Nothing  but  mere  ignorance  of  their 
charadlers,  or  a  wilful  intention  to  mifreprefentthem, 
could  difpofe  men  of  {hn(^s  and  underflanding  to  judge 
in  fuch  a  manner.  Among  thofe  whom  vain  and 
high  minded  courtiers  denominate  the  rabble,  and  the 
fcum  of  the  earth,  are  to  be  found  as  much  common 
fenfe,  and  prudence,  as  among  thofe  of  the  higheft 
ranks  in  the  nation,  ifwetake  them  in  equal  proportion. 
By  taking  a  furvey  of  the '  hiflory  of  bankruptcies, 
failures,  and  delinquencies,  it  will  appear  that  there  is 
a  good  proportion  of  thefe  to  be  found  among  thofe 
who  are  not  accounted  the  fcum  of  the  nation.  The 
abufe  which  many  in  government  at  this  time  received 
from  the  people,  proceeded  from  leflbns  they  had 
learned  from  courtiers  themfelves,  whofe  abfurd  and 
ridiculous  ilile  the  vulgar  turned  againfl  them,  and 
paid  back  with  conliderable  intereft. 

The  charge  which  thofe  in  adminiftration  brought 
againfh  the  minority,  or  thofe  in  oppofition,  namely, 
that  they  had  been  active  in  promoting  the  petitions^ 
was  openly  acknowledged  and  defended  by  them. 
They  faid  they  accounted  themfelves  bound  in  duty 
to  render  <tn  account  of  their  conduit  in  parliament 
to  their  conflituents,  and  alfo  to  give  them  their  beic 
advice,  and  opinion,  when  required,  in  any  thing  that 
related  to  their  interefts,  and  to  give  them  the   moil 

early 
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early  notice  of  all  meafures  that  tended  to  fubvert 
their  rights,  or  were  dangerous  to  the  conftitution. 
The  charges  of  meeting,  writing,  and  fpeaking, 
which  had  been  brought  againft  them,  were  ridicu- 
lous, and  it  was  afked  by  what  other  methods  people 
could  communicate  their  fentiments.  It  was  alfo  ob- 
ierved  that  it  had  been  infmuated  that  our  grievance^ 
were  imaginary,  becaufe  the  peafants  or  manufaftu- 
rers  in  Devonlhire  and  Yorkfhire  would  not  immedi- 
ately feci  them,  nor  perhaps  difcover  them  till  they 
felt  them.  But  it  was  urged  that  though  thofe  who 
were  bufily  employed,  might  not  find  time  to  confider 
thefe  matters  immediately,  till  they  began  to  feel  their 
effects,  yet  this  was  no  reafon  why  thofe  who  faw 
their  diitant  approach,  fliould  keep  filent,  and  not- 
tvarn  them.  Thofe  who  perceive  the  fubverfion  of 
liberty  in  the  caufe  thereof,  may  be  few,  which  is 
generally  the  cafe;  but  this  will  not  prove  that  there 
stre  never  approaches  to  opprelTion  or  remote  caufes 
of  the  fubverfion  of  freedom.  If  the  few  who  per- 
ceive effecjts  in  their  caufes  can  open  the  eyes  of  o- 
thers,  they  do  no  more  than  what  is  their  duty,  and 
perform  a  piece  of  real  fervice  to  the  community. 

It  was  added  on  this  fide  of  the  queflion,  that 
though  many  gentlemen  of  large  fortunes,  and  the 
clergy,  had  not  figned  the  petitions,  yet  a  great  num- 
ber had  done  it,  and  thefe  of  the  mofl  independent 
rank  and  character;  and  of  thofe  who  had  refufed  to 
fign,  many  of  them  were  under  a  particular  influence. 
That  the  juftices  of  the  peace  v/erc  ofRcers  of  the 
crown,  and  that  no  body  of  men  Avere  under  greater 
influence  than  the  clergy,  yet  that  fome  of  thefe  had 
ever  figned  the  petitions.  It  was  afked  likewife  if 
the  generality  of  the  freeholders  v/ere  of  no  fignifica- 
tion  a    U  their  opinion  was  of  no  weight  ?   and  it  was 
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afferted  that  they  were  that  refpeflable  body  of  men 
who  were  alone  fuperior  to  all  threatenings,  fear, 
and  influence.  It  was  further  urged,  that  the  petition- 
ing counties,  cities,  and  towns  were  in  refped  to  o- 
pulence  and  number  of  inhabitants,  far  fuperior  to 
thofe  that  had  not  petitioned;  and  that  they  contri- 
buted more  to  the  land  tax,  which  was  now  a  teit  of 
freehold  property  in  this  country,  than  the  reft  of  the 
united  kingdom.  Thefewith  fome  other  fimilar  ar- 
guments were  ufed  on  this  occafion  on  the  fide  of  the 
oppofition. 

Soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  parliament,  a  long 
train  of  refignations  took  place.     Lord  Camden  re- 
figned  the  feals;  the  Marquis  of  Grandby,  all  his  pla- 
ces except  the  regiment  of  Blues;  the  Duke  of  Beau- 
fort his  place  of  Mafter  of  the  Horfe  to  the  Queen; 
the   Duke  of  Manchefter  and  Earl  of  Coventry,  of 
Lords  of  the  Bed-chamber;  the  Earl  of  Huntingtoa 
his  place  of  groom  of  the  ftable,  and  Mr  James  Gren- 
ville  his  office  of  one  of  the  Vice- treafurers  of  Ireland^ 
Mr  Dunning,  the  Solicitor-general,  alfo  refigned  that 
employment.     The  whole  of  adminftration  feemed 
in  a  fhattered  condition,  and  fuch  convulfions  pre- 
vailed as  ftruck  a  panic  in  the  body  politic;  the  court 
was,  however,  refolved  to  purfue   the  plan  it  had  fet 
out  upon,  and  was  determined  to  govern  by  men  who 
had  no  popular  views  or  connexions,  and  to  maintain 
its  ground,  notwithftanding  fo  many  of  its  principal 
managers  had  deferted  its  caufe.     There  are  certain 
periods  of  fatality  in  the  hiftory  of  nations,  when  men 
employed  in  the  management  of  public  affairs  proceed 
upon  the  moft  abfurd  principles,  contrary  to  all  rea- 
fon,  and  conviftion,  and  rufh  headlong  over  the  pre- 
cipice of  their  own  defpotifm  into  the  gulf  of  anihila- 
tion.     "What  prudence  and  moderation  might  have 
Vol.  I.  ,D  d  prefer ved 
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preferved  for  ages,  they  frequently  deftroy  in  one  day, 
and  by  the  rapidity  of  the  moft  jarring  and  difcordant 
meafures,  grind  to  pieces  thofe  fprings  and  wheels  of 
government,  which,  by  the  courfe  of  regular  motion 
would  have  endured  as  long  as  time.     The  Englifh 
conftitution  is  a  contrivance  of  wifdom,  formed  to  laft 
forever,  when  purfued  upoii  its  own  principles j  when 
the  feveral  balances  are  kept  in  equilibrio,  and  every 
power  a6ls  in  its  own  fphere  i  but  if  any  of  its  powers 
aiC  permitted  to  encroach  upon  the  fphere  of  another, 
the  frame  will  foon  fall  to  pieces,  and  become  a  per- 
fedl  ruin.     This  was  the  cafe  before  the  revolution, 
when  the  executive  power  over  balanced  the  legifla- 
tive,  and  reduced  the  community  to  a  ftate  of  nature. 
In  the  time  of  the  long  parliament,  one  part  of  the 
legiflature  overbalanced  the  other,  and  overturned  the 
conftitution,  and  introduced  anarchy.     All  this  fhews 
that  the  greateft  care  ihould  be  obferved  by  thofe  em- 
ployed in  public  matters,  to  preferve  an  equilibrium 
in  all  parts  of  the  Conftitution.     But  this   can  never 
ise  done,  when  the  crown  has  it  in  its  power  to  corrupt 
/the  legiflature.     Riches  committed  into  the  hands  of 
-the  fovereign  to  oil  the  wheels  ofgovernment,  will  foon 
ttiakeaprime  minifter,  unlefs  he  is  both  wife  and  vir- 
tuous, like  the  fon  of  Phoebus, — drive  fo  furioufly  till 
^e  fet  the  nation  in  a  flame.     Anarchy  is  an  evil  and 
'dangerous  thing,  but  it  is  not  equally  fo  bad  as  tyran- 
ny.    The  jarring  parts  of  a  broken  conftitution,  that 
through  popular  convulfions,  are  thrown  into  confu- 
fron,  may,  by  wifdom,  be  arranged  and  put  into  or- 
ixkr,  and  reared  up   like  anew   creation,-  but  when 
-there  is  no  power  but  one  exifting,  into  which  all  the 
-reft  are  abforbed,  it  will  be  next  to  impoffible  to  re- 
ftore  the  fabric. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  2 2d  of  January,  this  year.  Sir  Jphn  Guft 
i  jrefigned  his  office  of  fpeaker  of  the  HouTe  of  Com- 
mons on  account  of  his  bad  (late  of  health,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  Sir  Fletcher  Norton.  Sir  Fletcher  w^ 
propofed  by  the  minifter,  and  the  oppofition  fct  up 
another  againll  him;  this  brought  the  ftrength  of 
the  parties  to  a  trial,  when  the  miniftry  carried  their 
point  in  a  divifion  of  near  two  to  one.  The  influenc.e 
of  the  court  began  now  to  be  foflrong,  that  it  carried 
every  meafure  wherein  it  was  engaged.  This  was 
truly  alarming  to  the  nation,  becaufe  fome  points  of 
the  moil  unpopular,  as  well  as  of  the  moft  unreafon- 
able  nature,  had  been  carried  by  that  influence. 

The  affair  of  the  Middlefex  elecflion,  and  the  dif- 
qualifying  of  Mr  Wilkes,  were  carried  on  and  fupport- 
ed  by  the  influence  of  the  minifter ;  thefe  proceeding- 
ings  were  confidered  by  the  greatcft  part  of  the  nation, 
as  exertions  of  power,  intended  to  crufh  the  fpirits 
of  the  people,  and  to  Ihew  them  that  their  voice 
was  of  noconfideration  in  the  efteem  of  government, 
and  that  matters  would  be  carried  on  without  their 
confent.  Thofe  proceedings  alarmed  all  the  friends 
to  liberty,  who  confidered  the  blow  given  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Middelfex,  a  ftroke  aimed  at  the  freedom  of 
the  whole  nation. 

The  citizens  of  London  made  fome  fpirited,  noble, 
and  bold  efforts  to  ftem  the  tide  of  minifterial  infatu- 
ation, and  to  ftop  the  torrent  of  clefpotifm,  that  appear- 
ed now  to  carry  all.  before  it.  They  concluded,  as 
was  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  his  Majefty,  if  rightly  in- 
formed of  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  and  the  fentiments 
of  his  people,  would  difmifsfuch  fervants  as,  by  their  . 
mifmanagement,  had  irritated  the  mindsof  his  faith- 
ful fubje6ts,  and  were  likely,  by  proceeding  in  the 
fame  courfe  to  alienate  their  hearts  from  their  juft 
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and  lawful  fovereign.     They  therefore,  on  the  24th 
of  June,  the  preceeding  year,  prefented  a  petition  to 
his  Majefty,   fetting  forth  the  many  heavy  grievances 
which  the  nation  laboured  under,  through  the  obfti- 
nate  nriifmanag:ement    of  the  officers  of  the  crown; 
which  grievances  are  fpecially  pointed  out  in  the   pe- 
tition itfelf  in  fundry  articles.     Their  petition,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  many  others 
received  no  anfwer.     Upon  the  14th  of  March,  this 
year,  they  prefented  an  addrefs,    remonftrance,   and 
petition  to  his  Majefty,   fetting  forth  all   the  former 
greivances  in  their  firft  petition,  with    other  new  ar- 
ticles, and  craved  that  his  Majefty  would  difiblve  the 
parliament,  as  it  now  became  no  longer  a  reprefentation 
of  the  people,  nor  could  be,  in   the  fenfe  of  the  cod- 
ftitution,  confidered  as  a  legal  parliament.     To  this 
addrefs  and  remonftrance  they  received  a  fevere  an- 
fwer.    This  did  not  hinder  the   intrepid   citizens  of 
London  to  prefent  another  addreis  of  remonftrance 
and  petition  to  the  King  upon  the  23d  of  May,  where- 
in they  aflert  their  right  of  petitioning,  and  expreis 
their  aftonifhment  at  the  awful  cenfure  pafled  upon 
them  in  his  Majefty's  late  anfwer  from   the  throne. 
To  this  remonftrance   they  received  much   the  fame 
anfwer  as  before  j  fhorter  indeed  in  its  fize,  but  equal- 
ly fevere  in  its  contents.     It  was  on  this  occafion  that 
Mr  Alderman  Beckford,  a  perfon  intrepid  and  zeai- 
ous  for  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  th^t  of  the  citizens  of 
London,  delivered  afpeech  to  his  Majefty,  which  ftands 
recorded  in  th&journals  of  the  court  of  common-coun- 
cil, as  a  perpetual  memorial  of  his  greatnefs  of  mind, 
integrity,  and  refolution.     The  auftere  beams  of  ma- 
jefty could  not  damp  his  fpirits,    nor   the   fplendor 
ofroyahyin   crowns,  intimidate  him,  when  the  free- 
dom and  liberty  of  England  and  London  feemed  to  be 

in 
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in  danger.  His  fpeech  was  worthy  of  a  great  citizen 
to  deliver,  and  worthy  of  the  greateft  monarch  to 
hear.  It  feems  to  have  been  di(5lated  by  wifdom, 
and  delivered  with  true  zeal ;  the  contents  are  impor- 
tant the  ftile  elegant  and  manly ;  and  the  whole  is  a 
mafter-piece  in  its  kinds.  The  petition  and  remon- 
Urance  the  reader  will  fee  in  the  notes,  with  the 
royal  reply,  and  this  fpeech  of  Mr  Beckford  fub- 
joined*.  There  was  another  adcjrefs  and  remon- 
ftrance  prefented  upon  the  21ft   of  November,  this 

year, 

♦  To  t/je  King's  ?noJl  Excellent  Ma-  tevs  hax'C  fealed  with  their  blood. 

jejiy.  Your    minifters,   from    corriipt 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Livery  principles,  and  in  violation  of  every 
of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com-  duty,  have,  by  various  enumerated 
tnon-Hall  aflembled.  means,  invaded  our  invaluable  and 

Mojl gracious  Sovereign^  unalienable  right  ot  trial  by  jury. 

We  your  Majeily's  dutiful  and       They  havevvith  impunity,  ilFued 
loyal   fubjetfts,   the  Livery  of  the  general  warrants,  and  violently  lei- 
City  of  London,  with  all  the  humi-   zed  perfons  and  private  papers, 
lity  which  is  due  from  free  fubjeds       They  have   rendered  rhe   laws 
to  their  lawful  Sovereign,  but  with   non-efte£live  to  our  fecurity,  by 
-all  the  anxiety  which  the  fenfe  of  evading  the  Habeas  Corpus. 
theprefent  oppreffions,  and  thejuft       They  have  caufed  punifliments, 
dread  of  future  mifchiefs  produce  and  even  perpetual  imprifonment 
in  our  minds,  beg  leave  to  lay  be-  to  be  infli6ted  without  trial,  con- 
fore  your  Majefty  fome  of  thofe  in-  vidion  or  fentence. 
tolerable  grievances,  which  your      Theyhavebroughtintndifrepute 
people  have  fuftered  from  the  evil  thecivilmagiftracy,  by  the  appoint-^ 
conduft  of  thofe  who  have  been  en-   ment  of  perfons  who  are,  in  many 
trufted  with  the  adminiftration  of  refpe6ts  unqualified  tor  that  impor- 
your  Majefty's   government,  and  tant  truft,  and  have  thereby  pur- 
from  the  lecret  unremitting  influ-  pofely  furnillicd  a  pretence,  for  ca!- 
ence  of  the  worfl  of  counfellors.       hng  in  the  aid  of  a  military  powen 
We  ftiould   be   wanting  incur       They^  avow  and  endeavour  to  e- 
4uty  to  your  Majefly,  as  well  as  to  ftablifh  a  maxim,  abfolutely  incon- 
ourfelves  and  our  poiterity,  fhould  filfent  with  our  conllitution;  "that 
we   forbear  to   reprefent  to    the  an  occafion  fo.r  effedtuaHy  employ- 
throne     the    defperate     attempts  ing  a  military  torce,   always  pre- 
which  have  been,  and  are  too  fuc-  fents  itfelf,  when  the  civil  power 
cefsfully  made,  to  dellroy  the  con-  is  trifled  with  or  infulted."     And 
ilitution,  to  the  Ipirit  of  which  we  by  a  fatal  and  falfe  application  of 
owe  the  relation  which  fubfifts  be-   this  maxim,  they   have  wantonly 
tween  your  Majefty  and  the  fubjetts  and  wickedly  facriliced  the  lives  of 
of  thefe  realms,   and   to'  fubvert  many  of  your  Majefty's  innocent 
thofe  facred  laws  which  our  ancef-  fubjeifs,  and  have  proftituted  your 
:  .  Majefty '$ 
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year,  which  fet  forth  much  the  fame  grievances,  ancj 
prayed  for  the  fame  redrefs  ;  but  as  they  contain  very 
little  new,  I  havepaffed  them  over. 

About  fix  days  after  the  refignatioas  which  have  been 
mentioned  above  the  Duke  of  Grafton  refigne^ 
his  place  and  oHice  of  firfl  I-ord  of  the  Treafury, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  Lord  North,  who  was  already 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Various  reafons  were 
afTigned  for  his  grace's  refignation,  though  perhaps 
jione  of  them  the  true  ones  :  Some  imputed  his  con- 
dud 

IMajelH's  facred  name  and  autho-  ment  of  the  public  treafure,  and  a 
jity,  to  juftily,  applaud,  and  re-  fliameful  proftitutiqn  of  public  ho- 
c<!i}imend  iheir  own  illegitl  and  nours  and  employments;  procuring 
bloody  atlions.  deficiencies  of  the  civil  lift  to  be 

They  have  fcreened  more  than  made  good  without  examination, 
one  murderer  from  punilhment,  audiniteadofpunifliing,  conferring 
and  in  its  place  have  unnaturally  honours  on  a  pay-mailer,  the  public 
fubflituted  rewards.  defaulter  of  unaccounted  millions. 

They  have  eftablifhed  number-  From  an  unfeigned  fenfe  of  the 
lefs  unconflitutional  regulations  duty  we  owe  to  your  Majefty,  and 
and  taxations  in  our  colonies;  they  to  our  country,  we  have  ventured 
have  caufed  a  revenue  to  be  raifed  thus  humbly  to  lay  before  the 
in  fome  of  them  by  prerogative ;  throne  thefe  great  and  important 
they  have  appointed  civil  law  jud-  truths,  which  has  been  the  bufi- 
gcs  to  try  revenue  caufes,  and  to  nefs  of  your  minifters  to  conceal, 
be  paid  from  out  of  the  condemna-  We  moft  earneftly  befeech  your 
tion  money.  Majefly  to  grant  us  redrefs:    it  is 

After  having  infulted  and  de-  for  the  purpofe  of  redrefs  alone, 
feated  the  law  on  different  occafi-  and  for  llich  occafions  as  the  pre- 
ons,  and  by  different  contrivances,  fent,  that  thofe  great  and  extenfive 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  they  have  powers  arc  entrufted  to  the  Crown, 
at  length  completed  their  delign,  by  the  wildom  of  that  conftitution, 
by  violently  wrefting  from  the  peo-  which  your  Majefty's  illuflrious  fa- 
ple  the  laft  facred  right  we  had  mily  was  chofen  to  defend,  and 
left,  the  right  of  ele<llion,  by  the  which  we  truft  in  GOD,  it  will  for 
unprecedented  feating  of  a  candi-  ever  continue  to  fupport. 
ilate,  notorioully  iet  up  and  chofen 

only  by  themfelves;  t'acy  have  To  OjtKing^smofl  Excellent  Majejiy, 
tlicreby  taken  from  your  fubjedts  'i'he  humble  Addrefs,  Remon- 
all  hopes  of  parliftmentary  redrefs,  ftrance,and  Petition,of  the  Lord 
and  have  left  us  no  rcfource,  un-  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery 
der  GOD,  but  in  your  Majelfy.  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Corn- 

All  this  they  h^ve  been  able  to       mon-Hall  aflembled. 
effet't  by  corruption  ;   by  a  fcanda-  May  it plcafe  your  Majefiy^ 

lous  mjfapplication  and  embeazk-    ,  We  have  already  in  our  petition 

dutifully 
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duft,  to  fear  of  being  fefponfible  for  meafures  which 
he  was  not  allowed  to  condud  according  to  his  own 
judgement,,  and. others  to  fome  certain  difguft  which 
they  could  not  account  fon     Whatever  was  the  caufe, 
both  parties  reproached  him,  and  the  friends  of  the 
court,  though  he  ftill  fupporte.d  their  meafures,  com- 
plained of  him  for  deferting  them.     Lord  North  now 
catched  hold  of  the  helnri,where,  we  will  find  him  fleer- 
ing the  veflel  of  ftate  through  the  greatefl  part  of  this 
hiftory  j  with  what  fuccefs,  the  period  of  his  political 

career, 

dutifully  reprefented  to  your  Ma-  They  have  done  a  deed  more 
jefty,  the  chief  injuries  we  have  ruinous  in  its  confequences  than 
fuftaincd.  We  are  unwilling  to  be-  the  levying  of  (hip  money  by 
lieve  that  your  Majefty  can  flight  Charles  the  firft;  or  the  difpenfing 
the  defires  of  your  people,  or  be  power  afllnned  by  Jamesthefecond. 
regardlels  of  their  afflidion,  and  A  deed,  which  muft  vitiate  all  the 
deaf  to  their  complaints.  Yet  their  future  proceedings  of  this  parlia- 
complaints  rf  :ain  unanfwered  ;  ment;  forthe  ads  of  thelegiflaturc 
their  injuries  are  confirmed;  and  itfelf  can  no  more  be  valid  without 
the  only  judge  removeable  at  the  a  legal  Houfe  of  Commons,  than 
pleafure  of  the  crown,  has  been  without  a  legal  prince  upon  the 
difraifled  from  his  high  office,  for  throne. 

defending  in  parliament,  the  law  Reprefcntatives  of  the  people  are 
and  the  confiitution.  cffential  to  the  makiug  of  laws,  and 

We,  therefore,  venture  once  there  is  a  time  when  it  is  morally 
more  to  adJrefs  ourfelves  to  your  demonftrable  that  men  ccafe  to  be 
M-ijedy,  as  to  the  father  of  your  reprefcntatives;  that  time  is  now 
people;  as  to  him  who  mult  be  arrived:  The  prefent  Houfe  of 
both  able  and  willing  to  redrefs  Commons  do  not  reprefent  the 
•our  grievances;  and  we  repeat  our  people. 

application  with  the  greater  pro-  We  owe  to  your  Majefty,  an  a- 
priety,  becaufe  we  fee  the  inifru-  bedience  under  the  reilridions  of 
fnents  of  our  wrongs,  who  have  the  laws  tor  the  calling  and  dura- 
carried  into  execution  the  meafures  tion  of  parliaments;  and  your  Ma- 
of  which  we  complain,  more  par-  jefty  owes  to  us,  that  our  reprefen- 
ticularly  diftinguifhedbyyour  Ma-  ration,  free  from  the  Force  of  arms 
jcfty's  royal  bounty  and  favour.  or  corrvrption,  foould  be  preferved 
Under  the  fame  fecret  and  ma-  to  us  in  parliament.  It  was  tor  this 
Ugn  Influence,  which  through  each  we  fuccefsfully  ftruggled  under 
fucceffive  adminiftration  has  de-  James  the  feeond;  tor  this  we  feat- 
feated  every  good,  and  fuggefted  ed,  and  have  faithfully  fujjported 
every  bad  intention,  the  majority  your  Majefty's  family  en  the 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  have  throne;  the  people  have  been  in- 
deprived  your  people  of  their  dear-  variably  uniform  in  their  object, 
oii  rights.  though  the  different  mode  of  at- 

tacli 


^r4  HISTORY    OF  A/D.  if7c. 

careeer,  and  the  matters  of  fafl  will  declare.  The  de- 
bates concerning  domeftic  affairs  had  been  fo  warmly- 
agitated,  that  American  affairs  which  had  been  re- 
commended in  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  had  hitherto  been 
overlooked.  It  was  now  to  be  expeded,  confidering 
the  temper  of  the  miniftry  with  regard  to  affairs  at 
home,  that  the  colonifls  who  were  infilling  upon  the 
the  fame  privileges,  would  find  much  favour. 

Upon   the   5th   of  March,     the  minifter,   however 
thought  proper  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  a  repeal  of  fo 

much 

tack  has  caUed  for  a  different  de-  latlng  the  freedom  of  election,  and 
fence.  depraving  the  noble  conftitution  of 

Under  J^rnes  the  fecond,  they  parliaments  are  notorious,  as  well 
complained  that  the  fitting  of  par-  as  fubverfive  of  the  fundamental 
llament  was  interrupted,  becuife  laws  and  liberties  of  this  realm; 
it  was  not  corruptly  fubfervient  to  and  fince  your  Majefty,  both  in 
his  deligns :  We  complain  now,  honour  and  juftice,  is  obliged  in- 
that  the  fitting  of  this  parliament  violably  to  preferve  them  accord- 
is  not  interrupted,  becaufe  it  is  ing  to  the  oath  made  to  GOD  and 
corruptedly  fubfervient  to  the  de-  your  fubje<its  at  your  coronation; 
ligns  of  your  Majefty's  minillers.  We  your  INIajefly's  remonftrants 
Had  the  parliament  under  James  affure  ourfelves,  that  your  Majefly 
the  fecond,  been  as  fubmiffive  to  will  reflore  the  omftitutional  go- 
his  commands,  as  the  parliament  vernment  and  quiet  of  your  peo- 
is  at  this  day  to  the  dictates  of  a  pie,  by  difiblving  this  parliament, 
minifter,  inftead  of  clamours  for  and  removing  'thofe  evil  minifters 
its  meeting,  the  nation  would  have  for  e%er  trom  your  councils, 
rung,  as  now,  with  outcries  for  its 
diflolution.  His   Majcftys    Anftver^   Mii>cred 

The  forms  of   the  conftitution,  the  ij^th  of  March^  i-^'jo. 

like  thofe  of  religion,  were  not  e-  I  Ihall  always  be  ready  to  receive 
ftablilhcd  for  the  form's  fake,  but  the  requefts,  and  to  liften  to  the 
for  the  fubftance  we  call;  on  complaints  of  my  fubjeds;  but  it 
GOT)  and  men  to  witnefs,  that  as  gives  me  great  concern,  to  find  that 
we  do  not  owe  our  liberty  to  thofe  any  of  them  Ihould  have  been  fo 
nice  and  fubtle  diftiniftions,  which  far  mifled  as  to  offer  me  an  addrcft 
places  and  pcnfions,  and  lucrative  and  rcmonftrance,  the  contents  of 
employiiicnts  have  invented,  fo  wliich  I  cannot  but  conlider  as  dif- 
neither  will  we  be  deprived  of  it  refpeftful  to  me,  injurious  to  my 
by  them;  but  as  it  was  gained  by  parliament,  and  irrccop.cileablc  to 
the  ftcrn  virtue  of  our  anceftors,  by  the  principles  of  the  conftitution. 
the  virtue  of  their  defcendnnts  it  1  have  ever  made  the  law  of  the 
fh:ill  be  preferred.  land  the  rule  of    my  couduci,  ef- 

Siiice,  theietore,  the  mifdeeds  of  teeming  it  my  chief  glory  to  reign 
your  Maje;);, 's  miniftcro,  in  viola-  overafrec  people.  With  this  view, 

I  have 
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much  of  the  late  ad  pafled  in  the  feventh  of  the  pre- 
ient  reign,  as  related,  to  the  impofing  of  a  duty  upon 
paper,  painters  colours,  and  glafs;  the  tax  upon  tea 
which  was  laid  on  by  the  fame  aft,  being  ftill  to  be 
continued.  The  reafons  given  for  this  repeal  were, 
that  the  adl  had  been  the  occafion  of  dangerous  com- 
binations on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  and  had 
created  difcontents  at  home  among  the  merchants  tra- 
ding to  thofe  parts,  which  made  the  repealing  of  the 
a6l  a  matter  of  ferious  confideration.  This  faid  little 
for  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature,  in  paiTing  a  law, 
which  in  its  own  nature  could  not  but  give  general 
difcontent  and  commotion  among  the  fubjefts.  It 
Vol.  I.  E  e  would 

I  have  always  been  careful  j  as  well  me,  Sire,  to  alTure  your  Majefty, 

to  execute  faithfully  the  truft  repo-  that  your  Majefty  has  not  in  all 

fed  in  me,  as  to  avoid  even  the  ap-  your  dominions  any  fubje£ts  more 

pearance  of  invading  any  of  thofe  faithful,  more  dutiful,  ormoreaf- 

powers  which  the  conftitution  has  feftionate  to  your  Majefly's  perfon 

placed  in  our  hands.    It  is  only  and  family,  or  more  ready  to  facri- 

by  perfevering  in  fuch   conduit,  fice  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  the 

that  I  can  either  difcharge  my  own  maintenance  of  the  true  honour  an^ 

duty,  or  fecure  to  my  fubjeds  the  dignity  of  your  crown, 
free    enjoyment   of  thofe   rights       We  do,  therefore,  with  the  great- 

which  my  family  were  called  to  de-  eft  humility  and  fubmiffion,   mofi: 

fend,  and,  while  I  a£t  upon  thefe  earneftly  fupplicate  your  Majefty, 

principles,  I  {hall  have  a  right  to  that  you  will  not  difmifs  us  from 

expe6t,  and  I  am  confident  I  Ihall  your  prefence,  without  expreffing 

continue  to  receive,  the  fteady  and  a  more  favourable  opinion  of  your 

affectionate  fupport  of  my  people,  faithful  citizens,  and  without  fome 

profpect,  at  leaft  of  redrefs. 

BECKFORD's  Speech.  Permit  me,  Sire,  further  to  ob- 

Moji gracious  Sovereign^  ferve,   that   whoever   has  already 

Win  your  Majefty  bepleafed  fo  dared,  or  Ihall  hereafter  endeavou)-, 

far  to  condefcend  as  to  permit  the  by  falfeinfinuationsandfuggeftions, 

Mayor  of  your  loyal  city  of  Lon-  to  alienate  your  Majefty 's  affections 

don,  to  declare  in  your  royal  pre-  from  your  loyal  fubjecfts  in  general, 

fence,  on  behalf  of  his  fellow  citi-  and  from  the  city  of  London  in 

zens,  how  much  the   bare  appre-  particular,  and  to  withdraw  your 

henlion  of  )'our  Majety's  dil'plea-  confidence  in,  and  regard  for  your 

fure  would  at  all  times  affeCt  their  people,  is  an  enemy  to  your'Majef- 

miuds.     The    declaration  of  that  ty's  perfon  and  family,  a  violator 

difpleal'ure,  has  alreadv  filled  them  of  the  public  peace,  and  abetrriver 

with    inexpreffible    anxiety,    and  of  our  happy  conftitution,  as  it  was 

with  the  dfepeft  afilicftinn.  Permit  efciblifhed at  theglorious revolution. 
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iirould  appear  that  the  minifter  did  not  intend  to  pur- 
fue  the  principles  of  confiftency  when  he  repealed 
only  part  of  that  aft,  and  condemned  the  whole  of  it, 
as  inconfiftent  with  true  wifdom,  and  the  character  of 
the  Britifh  legiflature.  The  colonifts  had  as  great  an 
objeftion  to  the  authority  that  had  laid  a  duty  on  teas, 
as  that  which  laid  a  duty  on  paper  and  glafs.  They 
confidered  the  authority,  impofing  fuch  duties  upon 
them  without  their  confent,  as  illegal  and  oppreflive,^ 
and  were  not  willing  to  admit  a  claim  of  the  Englifh 
legiflature,  that  denied  them  the  common  rights  of 
other  fubjefts.  They  inferred,  if  this  claim  was  ad- 
mitted or  complied  with,  that  a  parliament  which  lay 
at  fuch  a  diftance  from  them,  were  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  ignorant  of  their  ftrength,  and  whofe  intereft  it 
was  to  eafe  themfelves  by  opprefllng  of  them,  would 
never  come  to  an  end  in  their  requifitions,  as  long  as 
they  could  find  any  thing  to  tax  in  the  colonies.  They 
therefore  confidered  the  partial  repeal  of  the  aft  as 
no  favour,  while  the  parliament  infilled  upon  their 
taxing  them  when  they  pleafed.  Thofe  in  the  oppo- 
fition  reafoned  much  upon  the  fame  principles  j  but 
alfo  added  that  it  would  be  a  real  injury  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  prevent  the  colonifts  from  buying  our  manu- 
faflures,  which  would  bring  on  diftrefs  at  home,  as 
well  as  on  the  other  fide  the  Atlantic.  They  gave  in- 
ftances  how  much  the  exports  to  America  had  fallen 
Ihort  in  the  fpace  of  two  years;  that  in  1768  they  had 
exceeded  1769  no  lefs  than  the  prodigious  fum  of 
744,oool.they  amounting  in  the  former  to  2,378,0001. 
and  in  the  latter  to  1,634,0001.  This  was  a  convin- 
cing proof  of  the  operation  of  thofe  new  laws  that 
had  given  rife  to  the  difturbances  in  the  colonies. 
The  miniftry  feemed  to  think  light  of  all  this,  and  en- 
deavoured to  account  for  this  difi'erence  upon  a  plan 
of  their  own,  which  they  could  not  but  lee  was  fala- 

cious 
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cious  and  abfurd.     They  faid  the  difference  was  ac- 
counted for,  by  fuppofing  that  the  non-importation 
which  enfued  was  forefeen  by  the  importers,  and  that 
they  had  laid  in  a  double  quantity  of  goods.     This 
was  fpeaking  at  random,  without  any  certainty,   and 
the  true  account  might  have  been  difcovered,  by  ex*- 
aminingthe  exports  before  the  conteft  began,  which 
would  have  led  them  to  have  made  a  better  eftimate. 
The  oppofition,  argued  againft  the  tea  aft,  from  the 
inutility  thereof;  they  affirmed  that  it  would  produce 
little  advantage  to  this  nation,  and  would  be  a  fource 
of  perpetual  difcontent  to  the  colonies;  that  by  the 
keeping  up  the  ellabiifhment  of  cuftom-houfes  for 
that  trifling  tax,   we  would  opprefs  the  Americans 
without  any  real  advantage :    that  thefe  voracious  of- 
ficers and  their  dependents  would  eat  up  the  whole 
revenue  that  arofe   from   the  duty,  and  where  then 
would  be  the  profit? — That  the  tea  duty  would  not 
pay  the  charge  of  collefting  it.     It  is  manifeft  that 
this  ad  could  have  no  other  obje6t  except  dominion; 
for  inftead  of  being  any  advantage  to  government  or 
this    country,    it  was   a  real   difadvantage.     It  was 
heaping  charges  upon  the  mother  country,  to  colled 
from  the  colonies  what  would  not  pay  the  collcftors, 
on  which  account  the   people  at  home  would  have 
that  deficiency  to  make  up.     There  could  no  politi- 
cal end  be  anfwered  by  it,  except  one,  and  that  is  to 
provoke  the  colonies  to  rebellion,  with  an  intention  to 
feize  upon  their  poiTefllons.    If  men  are  not  infatuated 
with  the  flrongeft  partiality,   they  can  find  no  other 
reafon  for  continuing  this  part  of  the  acSt,  after  they 
had  repealed  the  other  parts  of  it.     Supremacy  feems 
to  have  been  the  leading  idea  with  the  miniftry,  which 
of  itfclf  is  fo  mean  and  foolifn,  that  even  folly  itfelf 
would  be  afhamed  of  it,   when  there  is  no   moral  or 
political  end  to  be  anfwered  therebv.     For  one  coun- 
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try  to  claim  dominion  over  another  at  fo  great  a  di- 
ftance,  would  require  the  legiflature  born  to  be  om- 
nifcient  and  omnipotent.  It  was  certainly  fufficient 
for  Britain  to  live  in  friendfliip  with  their  brethren 
under  the  fame  fovereign,  and  fuffer  each  other  to  be 
their  own  legiflators,  walking  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  firft  conftitution.  But  fuch  manceuvres 
of  government  have  not  been  uncommon  in  theworldj 
nations  often  ftretch  their  power  and  authority,  till 
by  proceeding  too  far  their  government  is  defpifed. 

The  government  was  now  pofitively  bent  uponpur- 
fuing  the  principles  of  dominion  and  fupremacy,  and 
determined  to  fupporc  the  tea  aft  at  all  events.  The 
colonifts  who  were  well  informed  of  all  the  proceedings 
of  our  parliament,  which  they  confidered  as  the  real 
deeds  of  the  court,  and  the  miniftry,  grew  mo.re  and 
more  obftinate  in  their  oppofition,  and  were  deter- 
mined not  to  comply  with  ftatutes,  which  they  confi- 
dered as  diredly  contrary  to  their  natural  rights  and 
the  pofitive  laws  of  the  Britifh  empire.  The  whole 
American  continent  was  in  a  ftate  of  the  utmofl:  agi- 
tation, and  nothing  was  to  be  i^aen  but  deep  concerni 
commotion,  and  forrow  throughout  the  colonies. 

Upon  the  12th  of  March,  a  moft  dreadful  fray  hap- 
pened between  the  foldiers  of  the  twenty-ninth  regi- 
ment and  the  inhabitants  of  Bofcon,  in  which  feveral 
people  loft  their  lives,  and  the  whole  city  was  thrown 
into  the  utmoft  confufion.  The  reports  concerning 
this  dreadful  riot  have  been  fo  various  and  contradic  - 
tory,  that  it  is  difficult  to  difcover  the  truth  from 
fuch  difcordanc  reprefentations.  The  military  who 
had  been  fent  to  Bofton  by  the  authority  of  govern- 
ment, to  enforce  the  new  laws,  arrived  in  that  city 
with  the  ftrongcft  impreflions  of  their  being  fcnt  there 
to  quell  an  aftual  rebellion,  They  therefore  be- 
gan ro  life   freedoms  inconfiitent  with   the    rules  of 

peace. 
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peace,  and  the  tranquility  of  that  city.  Their  beha- 
viour gave  great  offence  to  the  citizens,  who  were 
not  a  little  prejudiced  againft  them,  from  the  eonfi- 
deration  that  they  were  fent  there,  to  be  a  check  up- 
on their  liberties.  It  was  not  that  the  officers  were 
guilty  of  any  difrefpecl  to  the  inhabitants,  but  did  all 
that  was  in  their  power  to  promote  a  good  under- 
ftanding  between  the  foldiers  and  the  townfmen,  But 
thofe  who  know  the  compofition  of  Britifli  regiments 
in  thefe  modern  times,  will  eafily  perceive  that  it  is 
no  eafy  tafk  to  re  ftrain  them  from  outrage  when  they 
have  the  fmalleft  occafion  to  exert  their  powers.  A 
colle6tion  of  men  gathered,  not  only  from  the  loweil 
but  thebafeft  of  the  people,  who  have  nothing  to  re- 
train them  but  military  difcipline,  and  who  always 
conlider  themfelves  in  an  enemy's  country,  where  e- 
ver  they  are,  will  always  be  ready  upon  the  fmalleft 
j-elaxatjon  of  command,  to  fall  into  extravagances. 
By  comparing  the  accounts  given  by  Captain  Prefton 
and  that  from  Bofton,  it  appears  that  the  foldiers  had 
not  behaved  orderly,  nor  the  townfmen  very  dif- 
creetly.  The  private  quarrels  of  individuals  foon 
grew  to  open  outrage,  and  the  collifion  of  oppofite 
parties,  kindled  a  flame  that  was  not  eafily  quenched. 
The  foldiers  paraded  the  itreets  with  drawn  cutlalTcs 
and  bayonets,  and  the  people  provoked  them  with  in- 
fults,  and  opprobrious  fpeeches.  The  foldiers  con- 
fidered  the  people  to  be  rebels  and  behaved  to  them 
accordingly,  and  the  citizens  looked  upon  them  as  a 
banditti  of  oppreflbrs,  fent  by  government  to  enflave 
them.  It  was  no  wonder  that  people  infpired  with 
fuch  different  fentiments  fhould  not  agree. 

When  once  matters  are  carried  fo  far  as  to  ifTue  in 
ihedding  of  blood,  it  is  not  an  eafy  tads:  to  reconcile 
the  contending  parties.  Though  the  lieutenant-gover- 
nor, the  magiftrates,  andother  officers  did  all  that  was 

in 
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in-  their  power  to  fatisfy  the  people;    yet  the  remem- 
brance  of  their  flaughtered  friends    put  them  into 
fuch  a  ftate  of  agitation,   that  it  was  impoflible  to  re- 
concile their  minds  to  the  military.     They  interpre- 
ted this  tranfadion  as  only  a  prelude  to  the  enforcing 
of  laws  by  military  execution,  when  once  the  govern- 
ment had  perfefted   their  meafures;  and  the  reft  of 
the  colonies  pretended  to  fee  their  own  fate  in  what 
had  now  happened  at  Bofton.     This  unhappy  com- 
motion was  the  occafion  of  more  eviis,  both  to  the 
government  and  the  colonies;  for  as  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  fadls  were  coloured  on  both  Jides  in  the 
ftrongeft  manner,  it  left  impreffions  upon  the  minds 
of  the  partizans,  which  were  not  eafily  effaced.     The 
controverfy  at  home  concerning  the   fame    fubje6ls, 
added  additional  fuel  to  the  flame  of  contentic  n,  and 
the  fecret  manoeuvres  of  government,  to  difappoint 
the  efforts  of  thofe  that  were  ftruggling  for   liberty, 
being  fometimes  difcovered,  encreafed  the   violence 
of  oppofition.     The  houfe  of  alTembly  of  South  Ca- 
rolina had  voted  the  fum  of  1500I.  fterling  to  the  fo- 
cietyofthe  bill  of  rights,  which  was  oppofed  by  the 
lieutenant-governor,   in  confequence  of  inftruftions 
from  the  miniftry  in  England.  Copies  of  the  letters 
from  England  were  demanded  by   the  alTembly >  but 
were  rcfufed  by  the  lieutenant-governor,  which  crea- 
ted great  difguft  in  the  province.     Provoked  with  this 
interference  of  the  crown;  they  were  determined   to 
(liew  their  oppofition  more  openly;    and   agreed  to 
Hop  all  commercial  intercourfe  with  New-York,  on 
account  of  that  province  breaking  the  non-importa- 
tion agreement.     This  and   other  public  deeds  of  Ic- 
giflative  bodies,  animated  thofe  who  were  more  cool 
in  the  oppofition,  and  by   degrees  made  all  the  colo- 
nies unite  in  one  com.Tion  caufe.  It  is  difficult  to  af- 
cc-rr;'.in  what  is  the  whole   ^ruth  iti  this  controverfy, 

but 
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but  the  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf  when  he  read-s- 
the  accounts  of  both  parties,  which  fhall  be  left  to  his 
confideration. 

A  letter  from  Boflon  fets  this  matter  in  a  true  light. 

On  the  evening  of  Monday  being  the  5th  of  March, 
feveral  foldiers  of  the  29th  regiment  were  feen  para- 
ding the  ftreets  with  their  drawn  cutlafTes  and  baya- 
nets,  abufing  and  wounding  numbers  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

A  few  minutes  after  nine  o'clock,  four  youths, 
named  Edward  Archbald,  William  Merchant,  Fran- 
cis Archbald,  and  John  Leech  jun.  came  down  Corn- 
hill  together,  and  leparating  at  Dr  Loring's  corner, 
the  two  former,  in  palling  a  narrow  alley>  where  a  fol- 
dierwas  brandilhing  a  broad  fword,  of  an  uncom- 
mon fize,  againft  the  wall,  out  of  which  he  ftruck 
fire  plentifully,  and  a  perfon  of  a  mean  countenance, 
armed  with  a  large  cudgel,  by  him,  Edward  Arch- 
bald bid  Mr  Merchant  take  care  of  the  fword,  on 
which  the  foldier  turned  round,  ftruck  Archbald  on 
the  arm,  and  then  pulhed  at  Merchant.  Mei-chant 
then  ftruck  the  foldier  with  a  fhort  ftick,  and  the  a- 
ther  perfon  ran  to  the  barrack,  and  brought  with  him 
two  foldiers,  one  armed  with  a  pair  of  tongs,  the  o- 
ther  with  a  fliovcl ;  he  with  the  tongs  purlued  Arch- 
bald through  the  alley,  collared  and  laid  him  over 
the  head  with  the  tongs.  The  noife  brought  people 
together,  and  John  Hicks,  a  young  lad  coming  up, 
knocked  the  foldier  down,  but  let  him  up  again  ,  and 
more  lads  gathering,  drove  them  back  to  the  bar- 
rack, where  the  boys  ftood  fome  time  as  it  were  to 
keep  them  in.  In  lefs  than  a  minute  ten  or  twelve 
foldiers  came  out,  with  drawn  cutlafles,  clubs,  and 
bayonets,  and  fet  upon  the  unarmed  boys,  who,  find- 
ing 
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ingthie  inequality  of  their  equipment,  difperfed.  On 
hearing  the  noife,  one  Samuel  Atwood  came  up  to 
fee  what  was  the  matter,  and  met  the  foldiers  afore- 
faid  rr.lhing  down  the  alley,  and  afked  them  if  they 
intended  to  murder  people  ?  they  anfwered.  Yes,  by 
G — d,  root  and  branch  !  with  that  one  of  them  ftruck 
Mr  Atwood  with  a  club,  which  was  repeated  by  ano- 
ther, and  being  unarmed,  he  turned  to  go  off,  and  re- 
ceived a  wound  on  the  left  fhoulder,  which  reached 
the  bone.  Retreating  a  few  fteps,  Mr  Atwood  met 
two  officers,  and  faid.  Gentlemen,  what  is  the  mat- 
ter ?  they  anfwered  you'll  fee  by  and  by.  Immedi- 
ately after,  thefe  heroes  appeared  in  the  fquare, 
afking  where  were  the  boogers  ?  where  were  the  co- 
wards ?  Thirty  or  forty  perfons,  m^oftly  lads,  being 
by  this  means  gathered  in  King-llreet,  Captain  Pref- 
ton,  with  a  party  of  men  with  charged  bayonets,  came 
from  the  main-guard,  and  taking  their  ftations  by  the 
cuftom-houfe,  began  to  pufh  and  drive  the  people  off, 
pricking  fome,  and  threatening  others  ;  on  which  the 
people  grew  clamorous,  and  it  is  faid  threw  fnow- 
balls.  On  this  the  captain  commanded  his  men  to 
fire,  and  more  fnow  balls  coming,  he  again  faid,  d — n, 
you  fire,  be  the  confequence  what  it  will  !  One  foldier 
then  fired,  and  a  townfman  with  a  cudgel  llruck  him 
over  the  hands  with  fuch  force  that  he  cjropt  his 
firelock,  and,  rufhing  forward,  aimed  a  blow  at  the 
captain's  head,  which  grazed  his  hat,  and  fell  pretty 
heavy  upon  his  arm,  however,  the  foldiers  continued 
the  fire,  fucceflively,  till  feven  or  eight,  or  as  fome 
fay,  eleven  guns  were  difcharged. 

By  this  fatal  manoeuvre,  feveral  were  laid  dead  on 
the  fpot,  and  fome  lay  ftruggling  for  life ;  but  what 
fliewed  a  degree  of  cruelty  unknown  to  Britifh  troops, 
at  leaft  fince  the  houfe  of  I  lanovcr  has  dircded  their 

operations. 
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dperations,  Wa^  an  attempt  to  fire  upon,  or  (lab  witit 
tReir  bayonets,  the  perfons  who  undertook  to  remove 
the  (lain  and  wounded !   At  length, 

Mr.  Benjamin  Leigh,  of  the  Delph  Manufadory, 
came  up,  and  after  fome  converfation  with  Captaitt 
Prefton,  relative  to  his  condu6t,  advifed  him  to  drav^' 
off  his  men;  with  which  he  complied. 

The  dead  are  Mr.  Samuel  Gray,  killed  on  thefpof, 
the  ball  entering  his  head  and  beating  off  a  large  por- 
tion of  his  fkull. 

A  mulatto  man,  named  Crifpus  Attucks,  born  in 
Framingham,  who  was  here  in  order  to  go  for  Northt 
Carolina,  alfo  killed  inftantly :  two  balls  entering  his 
breafl,  one  of  &hem  in  fpecial  goring  the  right  lobe  of 
the  lungs,  and  a  great  part  of  the  liver  moft  horri- 
bly. 

Mr.  James  Caldwell,  mate  of  Captain  Morton's 
veflfel,  in  like  manner  killed  by  two  balls  entering 
his  back. 

Mr.  Samuel  Maverick,  apromifingyouth  of  feven-' 
teen  years  of  age,  fon  of  the  widow  Maverick,  mor- 
tally wounded  j  a  ball  went  through  his  belly,  anci 
was  cut  out  at  his  back:  he  died  the  next  morning. 
A  lad,  named  Chriftopher  *Monk,  about  feventeeH 
years  of  age,  apprentice  to  Mr.  Walker,  fhlpwright, 
wounded  i  a  ball  entered  his  back  about  four  inches 
above  the  left  kidney,  near  the  fpine,  and  was  cut  out 
of  the  bread  on  the  fame  fide;  apprehended  he  will  die. 
A  lad,  named  John  Claffc,  about  feventeen  years 
of  age,  whofe  parents  live  at  Medford,  wounded;  ^ 
ball  entered  juft  below  his  groin  and  came  out  at  his 
hip,  on  the  oppofite  lide;   apprehertdcd  he  will  die. 

Mr.  Edward  Payne,  of  this  town,  merchant,  ftand-' 
ing  at'  his  entry  door,  received  a  ball  in  his  arm,  v/hich 
ihattered  fome  of  the  bones. 
Vol.  I.  Ff  ,  Mr* 
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Mr.  John  Green,  taylor,  coming  up  Leverett*s-lane 
received  a  ball  jufl  under  his  hip,  and  lodged  in  th& 
under  part  of  his  thigh,  which  was  extrafted. 

•  Mr.  Robert  Paterfon,  a  fea-faring  man,  wounded; 
a  ball  went  through  his  right  arm,   and  he  fuffered 

lofs  of  blood, 

Mr.  Patrick  Carr,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  who 
worked  with  Mr.  Field,  leather  breeches  maker,  in 
Queen- It reet,  wounded;  a  ball  entered  near  his  hip 
and  went  out  at  his  fide. 

,;  A  lad  named  David  Parker,  an  apprentice  to  Mr. 
Eddy  the  wheelwright,  wounded;  a  ball  entered  his 
thigh. 

*'  The  people  were  immediately  alarmed  with  the  re- 
port of  this  horrid  maffacre,  the  bells  were  fet  a  ring- 
ing, and  great  numbers  foon  afTembled  at  the  place 
where  this  tragical  fcene  had  been-  afted;  their  feel- 
ings may  be  better  conceived  than  exprelTed;  and 
while  fome  were  taking  care  of  the  dead  and  wound- 
ed, the  reft  were  in  confultation  what  to  do  in  thofe 
dreadful  circumflances.  But  lb  little  intimidated  were 
they,  notwithftanding  their  being  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  main-guard,  and  feeing  the  29th  regiment  un- 
^er  arms,  and  drawn  up.in  King-ftreet,  that  they  kept 
their  flation,  and  appeared,  as  an  officer  of  rank  ex- 
prelfed  it,  ready  to  run  upon  the  very  muzzles  of  their 
tnufkets.  Th6  lieutenant-governor  foon  came  into 
the  town- houfe,  and  there  met  fome  of  his  Majefly's 
council,  and  a  number  of  civil  magillratesi  aconfider- 
able  body  of  the  people  immpdiately  entered  the  coun- 
cil-chamber, and  exprefTed  themfelves  to  his  honour 
with  a  freedom  and  warmth  becoming  the  occafion. 
He  ufcd  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  pacify  them,  requeft- 
ing  that  they  would  let  the  matter  fubfide  for  the 
night,  and  promifing  to  do  all  in  his  power,  that  juf- 

tice 
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tice  fhould  be  done,  and  the  law  have  its  courfe;  men 
■  of  influence  and  weight  with  the  people  were  hot  want- 
ing on  their  part  to  procure  their  compliance,  by  re- 
prefentingthe  horrible  confequence  of  a  promifcuous 
and  rafh  engagement  in  the  night.  The  inhabitants 
attended  to  tli^fe  fuggeftions,  and  the  regiment  un-^ 
der  arms  being  ordered  to  have  barracks,  they  fepa- 
rated  and  returned  to  their  dwelling's  by  one  o'clock. 
At  three  o'clock  Captain  Prefton  was  committed  to 
p.rifon,  as  were  the  foldiers  who  fired,  a  few  hours  af- 
ter him. 

Tuefday  morning  prefented  a  moft  fliocking  fcene^ 
the  blood  of  our  fellow-citizens,  running  like  water 
through  King-ftreet,  and  the  merchants  Exchange, 
the  principal  fpot  of  the  military  parade  for  about  i8 
months  pad.  Our  blood  might  alfo  be  tracked  up  to 
the  head  of  Long  Lane,  and  through  divers  other 
'  ftrcets  and  paffages. 

At  eleven  o'clqck  the  inhabitants  met  at  Faneuil- 
|iall,  and  after  fpme  animated  fpeeches,  they  chofe  a 
committee  of  fifteen  refpedable  gentlemen  to  wait 
wpon  the  lieutenant-governor  in  council,  to  requefl:  of 
Jiim  to  iflue  his  orders  for  the  immediate  removal  bf 
the  troops. 

Their  MeJJage  waSy 

"  That  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  meeting^ 
that  the  inhabitants  and  foldiery  can  no  longer  live  to- 
gether in  fafety;  that  nothing  can  be  rationally  ex- 
pefted  to  reilore  the  peace  of  the  town,  and  prevent 
further  blood  and  carnage,  but  the  immediate  removal 
of  the  troops }  and  that  we  therefore  moft  fervently 
pray  his  honour  that  his  power  and  influence  may  be 
exerted  for  their  iiiftant  removal.*' 

'The  Governor  replied : 

'•^  I  am  extremely  forry  for  the  unhappy  differences 

•F  f  2  between 
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between  the  inhabitants  and  troops,  and  efpccially 
for  the  aftion  of  the  lafl:  evening,  and  I  have  exerted 
myfelf  upon  that  occafion,  that  a  due  enquiry  may  be 
rnade,  and  that  the  law  may  have  its  courfe.  I  have 
in  council  confulted  with  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  two  regiments  who  are  in  town.  They  have 
their  orders  from  the  general  at  New- York.  It  is 
not  in  my  power  to  countermand  thofe  orders.  The 
council  have  defired  that  the  twp  regiments  m,ay  be 
removed  to  the  caftle.  from  the  particular  concern 
which  the  29-th  regiment  has  had  in  your  differences 
Colonel  Dalrymple,  who  is  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  troops,  has  fignificd  that  the  regiment  fhall, 
without  delay,  be  placed  in  the  barracks  at  the  caftle, 
until  he  can  fend  to  the  general  and  receive  his  fur- 
ther orders  concerning  both  the  regiments  and  that 
the  main-guard  lliall  be  removed,  and  the  14th  regi- 
ment fo  difpofed,  and  laid  underduch  reftraint,  that  all 
occafion  of  further  difturbanceg  may  be  prevented." 

The  foregoing  reply  having  been  read  and  fully 
confidered — the  queftion  v,  as  put,  ^liether  the  re-^ 
port  be  fatisfadory  ?  It  paffed  m  the  negative  (only 
one  diflentinent)  out  of  4000  voters. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  John  Hancock,  Efqj  Mr 
Samuel  Adams,  Mr  William  Molineux,  William  Phi- 
lips, Efq;  Dr  Jofeph  Warren,  Jolhua  Henlhaw,  Efq; 
and  Samuel  Pembcrton,  Efq;  be  a  committee  to  wait 
on  his  honour  the  lieutenant  governor,  and  inform  him 
that  the  reply  made  to  the  vote  of  the  inhabitants 
is  by  no  means  fatisfadory ;  and  that  nothing  lefs  will 
fatisfy  them,thanatotal  and  immediate  removal  of  all 
the  troops. 

The  committee  having  waited  upon  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  his  honour  laid  before  the  board  the  vote  of 
the  town  of  Bolton,  paiTcd  rhis    afccrnoon,  and  then 
addiTae-'         .  .-aid  as  fjliows :  "I 
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"  I  Uy  before  ycm  a  vote  of  the  town  of  Bofton, 
which  I  have  juft  now  received  from  them^  and  I  now 
alk  your  advice,  what  you  judge  necelTary  to  be  done 
ypon  it." 

The  council  thereupon  exprefTed  themfelves  to  be 
f/inanimou/ly  of  opinion,  "  that  it  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  the  good  order  of 
the  town,  and  the  peace  of  the  province,  that  the 
troops  fhould  be  immediacely  removed  out  of  the 
town  of  Bolton;  with  which  opinion  Colonel  DaU 
rymple  gave  his  word  of  honqur  that  he  would  ac^ 
quiefce." 

Upon  the  above  report,  the  inhabitants  exprefled 
the  higheft  fatisfaflionj  and  after  meafures  were  ta-^ 
ken  for  thefecurity  of  the  town,  the  meeting  was  dif- 
^blved. 

A  moft  folemn  procefijon  was  made  through  Bof- 
ton  at  the  funeral  of  the  four  murdered  youths.  On 
this  occafion  all  the  fliops  were  fhuC  up,  all  the  bells 
in  the  town  were  ordered  to  toll,  as  were  thofe  in 
the  neighbouring  towns,  and  the  bodies  that  moved 
from  different  quarter?  of  tiie  town,  met  at  the  fatal 
place  of  adion,  and  were  carried  together  through 
the  main  ftreets,  followed  by  the  greateft  concourfe 
of  people  ever  known,  (all  teftifying  the  moft  fenfible 
grief),  to  a  vault  provided  for  them  in  the  middle  of 
the  great  burying-ground. 

From  the  time  of  this  fatal  tragedy,  a  military 
guard  of  town  militia  has  been  conftantly  kept  in  the 
town-houfe  and  town-prifon,  at  which  fome  of  the 
moft  refpedabie  citizens  have  done  duty  as  common 
foldiers. 

In  confequence  of  this  affair,  the  inhabitants  of 
Roxburgh  petitioned  the  Lieutenant-governor  Hutch- 
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infon  to  remove  the  troops  from  Bofiron;  and  recei- 
ved for  anfwer,  1'hat  he  had  7io  authority  to  order  the 
Kings  troops  from  any  place  -where  they  are  pcfied  by  bis 
Majeftys  order -y  at  the  fame  time  he  acquainted  them 
\vith  what  had  been  done  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
commanding  officer. 

Captain  Preflon's  own  account  v.-ill  fct  this  matter 
in  its  full  light. 

It  is  matter  of  too  great  notoriety  to  need  any  proofs, 
that  the  arrival  of  his  IVlajefly's  troops  in  Bofton  was 
extremely  obnoxious  to  its  inhabitants.  They  have 
ever  ufed  all  means  in  their  power  to  weakeri  the  re- 
giments, and  to  bring  them  into  contempt,  by  pro- 
moting and  aiding  defertions,  and  with  impunity,  even 
where  there  has  been  the  clearefl  evidence  pf  the  faft, 
and  by  grofsly  and  falfely  propagating  untruths,  con-, 
cerning  them.  On  the  arrival  of  the  64th  and  (^S^ 
their  ardour  feemingly  began  to  abate;  it  being  too 
extenfive  to  buy  off  lb  manyj  and  attempts  of  that 
kind  rendered  too  dangerous  from  the  numbers.-r-. 
But  the  fame  fpirit  revived  immediately  on  its  being 
known  that  thofe  regiments  were  ordered  for  Halli- 
fax,  and  hath  ever  fmce  their  departure  been  l)reak- 
ing  out  v/ith  greater  violence.  After  their  embar- 
kation, one  of  their  juftices,  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  people  and  their  intentions,  on  the  trial  of 
the  14th  regiment,  openly  and  publicly,  in  the  hear- 
ing of  great  numbers  of  people,  and  from  the  feat 
of  juftice  declared,  *«  that  the  foldiers  mufl:  now  take 
care  of  themfeives,  nor  trufr  too  much  to  their  arms,  for 
they  were  but  an  handful ;  that  the  inhabitants  car- 
ried weapons  concea  ed  under  their  cloaths,  and  would 
dcftroy  them  in  ainoment,  if  they  pleajed.'*  This, 
confidering  the  malicious  temper  of  the  people,  was 
an  alarming  circumftance  to  the  foldiery.  Since  which 
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feveral  difputes  have  Iiappened  between  the  towns- 
people and  faldiers  of  both  regiments,  the  former- 
being  encouraged  thereto  by  the  countenance  of  evert 
fome  of  the  magiftrates,  and  bv -the  protection  of  all 
the  party  againil  gOYernnient,-_...Xn  general  fueh  dif- 
putes  have  been  kept  too  fecrefi  from  the,  officers^ 
On  the  :;dpf  March,  two  of,.tIie^29th  going  through 
one  Gray's  rope -walk,  the  rope-makers  infultingly 
afked  them  if  they,  would  empty  a  vault..  ^^ This  un- 
fortunately had  the  defired  effcft,  by  provoking  the 
foldiers,  and  from'\vords  they  went  to  blows.  Both 
parties  fuffered  in  this  aiTray,  and  finally  the  foldiers 
retired  to  their  quarters.  The  officeJ-s  on  the  firft 
knowledge  of  this  tranfciftion,  took  every  precaution 
in  their  power  to  prevent  any  ill  confequences.  Not- 
withltanding  which,  fingle  quarrels  could  not  be  pre- 
vented; the  inhabitants  conftantly  provoking,  and 
abufing  the  foldieiy.  The  infolence,  as  well  as  utter 
hatred  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  troops,  increafed  dai- 
ly j  infomuch,  that  Monday  and  Tuefday,  the  5th  and 
6th  inftant,  were  privately  agreed  on  for  a  generaj 
engagement  J'  in  confequence  of  which,  feveral  of  the 
militia  came  from  the  country,  armed  to  join  their 
friends,  menacing  to  deftroy  any  who  fhould  oppofe 
them.     This  plan  has  lince  been  difcovered. 

On  Monday  night,  about  eight  o'clock,  two  foldiers 
were  attacked  and  beat.  But  the  party  of  the  tov/nf- 
people.in  order  to  carry  matters  to  the  utmoft  length, 
broke  into  two  meeting  houfes  and  rang  the  alarn-^ 
bells,  which  I  fuppofed  was  for  fire  as  uilial,  but  wa^ 
foon  undeceived.  About  nine  Ibme  of  the  guard  came 
to  and  informed  me,  that  the  town  inhabitants  were  af- 
fembling  to  attack  the  troops,  and  that  the  bells  were 
ringing  as  the  fignal  for  that  purpofe,  and  not  for  fire, 
and  the  beacon  intended  to  be  Hred  to  bring  in  th^ 
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diftant  people  of  the  country.     This,  as  I  was  captain 
of  the  day,  occafioned  my  repairing  immediately  to 
the  main -guard;     In  my  way  there  I  faw  the  people 
m   great  commotion^   and  heard  them  ufe  the  moft 
cruel  and  horrid  threats  againft  the  troops.     In  a  few 
minutes  after  I  reached  the  guard,  about  an  hundred 
people  paffed  it^  and  went  towards  the  cuftom-houfej 
where  the  King's  money  is  lodged.     They  immedi- 
ately furrounded  the  centinel  polled  there,  and  with 
clubs  and  other  weapons  threatened  to  execute  their 
vengeance  on  him.     I  was  foon  informed  by  a  townf- 
man,  their  intention  was  to  carry  off  the  foldier  from 
his  poft,  and  probably  murder  him.     On  which  1  de- 
fired  him  to  return  for  further  intelligence}    and  he 
foon  came  back  and  aflured  me  he  heard  the  mob  de- 
clare they  would  murder  him.     This  I  feared  might 
be  a  prelude  to  their  plundering  the  King's  cheft.     1 
immediately    fent  a   non-commiflioned   officer   and 
twelve  men  to  proteft  both  the  centinel  and  the  King's 
money,  and  very  foon  followed  myfelf,  to  prevent,  (if 
poiTible)  all  diforder;   fearing  leaft  the  officer  and  fol- 
diery  by  the  infults  and  provocations  of  the  rioters, 
lliould  be  thrown  off  their  guard  and  commit  fome 
rafn  acl.     They  foon  ruflied  through  the  people,  and, 
by  charging  their  bayonets  in  half  circle,  kept  them 
at  a  little  didance.     Nay,  fo  far  v/as  I  from  intending 
the  death  of  any  perfon,  that  I  fuffered  the  troops  to  go 
10  the  fpot  v/here  the  unhappy  affair  took  place,  with- 
out any  loading  in  their  pieces,  nor  did  I  ever  give 
orders  for  loading  them.     This  remilfs  conduct  in  me 
perhaps  merits  cenfure;  yet  it  is  evidence,  refulting 
fioin  the  nature  of  things,  which  is  the  beft  and  fureft 
that  can  be  afforded,  that  my  intention  was  not  to  aft 
offenfively,  but  the  contrary  part,  and  that  not  with* 
out  compulfion.     The  mob  ilill.increafed,  and  were 
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more  outrages,  ftriking  their  clubs  or  bludgeons  one 
againft  another,  and  calling  out,    ^  Come  on,  you  raf- 
cals,  you  bloody  backs,  you   lobfler  fcoundrclsj  fire 
if  you  dare,  G —  damn  you,  fire  and  be  dam^nedi 
we  know  you  dare  notj'    and  much  more  fuch  ian- 
suao-e  was  uled.     At  this  time  I  was  between  the  fol- 
diers  and  the  mob,  parleying  with  and  endeavourmg  , 
all  in  my  power  to  perfuade  them  to  retire  peaceably; 
but  to  no  purpoie.     They  adv-anced  to  the  point  ot 
the  bayonets,  iirucklbmeof  them,  and  even  the  muz- 
ales  of  the  pieces,  and  feemed  to  be  endeavouring  to 
clofe  with  the  foldiers.     On  which  fome  well-beha- 
ved perfons  afked  me  if  the   guns   were   charged  j  I 
replied,  yes.     They  therl   afked  me  if  I  intended  to 
order  the  m.en  to  fire;  I  anfwered  no,  bv  no  means j 
oblervins;  to  them  that  I  was   advanced   before  the 
muzzles  of  the  men's  pieces,  and  mull  fall  a  facrifice 
if  they  fired;  and  that  the  foldiers  were  upon  the  half- 
cock,  and  charged  bayonets^  and  my  giving  the  word 
firCj  in  thofe  circumftahces,  would  prove  me  no  ofS- 
cer.     While  I  was  thiis  fpeaking,  one  of  the  foldiers, 
having  received  a  fevere  blow  with  a  ftick^  Hepped  a 
little  on  one  fide,  and  inftantly  fired;  on  v/hich  turn- 
ing to,  and  aflving  him  why  he  fired  without  orders,  I 
was  flruck  "v^ith  a  club  on  my  arm,  which  for  fome 
time  deprived  me  of  the  ufe  of  it;   which  blow  had 
it  been  placed  on  my  head,  moil  probably  would  have 
dellroyed  me.     On   this  a   general  attack  was  made 
on  the  men  by  a  great  number  of  heavy  clubs,  and 
fnow-balls  being  thrown  at    them,  by  which   all  our 
lives  were  in  imminent  danger;   fome  perfons  at  the 
fame  time  from  behind  calling  out,    '  Damn  your 
bloods,  why  do  not  vou  fi.re?'    Inftantly  three  or  four 
of  the  foldiers  fired,  one  after   another,  and  direftly 
after  three  more  in"  the  fame  confufion  and'  hufrv. 
Vol.  I.  .  G  g  '  The 
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The  mob  then  ran  away,  except  three  unhapp)^ 
men  who  inftantly  expired,  in  which  number  was  Mr. 
Gray,  at  whole  rope-walk  the  prior  quarrel  took 
place;  one  more  is  fince  dead,  three  others  are  dan- 
»eroiifly,  and  fotir  (lightly  wounded.  The  whole  of 
this  melancholy  affair  was  tranfadled  in  almoft  twenty 
minutes.  0\\  my  afking  the  foldiers  why  they  fired 
without  orders,  they  faid  they  heard  the  word,  'Fire,' 
and  iuppofed  it  came  from  me.  This  might  be  the 
cafe,  as  many  of  the  mob  called  out,  '  Fire,  fire,'  but 
I  alTured  the  men  that  I  gave  no  fuch  order,  that  my 
words  were  '  Don't  fire.  Hop  your  firing:'  In  fhorr, 
it  was  fcarce  poffible  for  the  foldiers  to  know  who  faid 
fire,  or  don't  fire,  or  flop  your  firing.  On  the  peo- 
ple's afTemblrng  again  to  take  away  the  dead  bodies, 
the  foldiers  fuppofing  them  coming  to  attack  them, 
were  making  ready  Co  fire  again,  which  I  prevented 
by  (Iriking  up  their  firelocks  with  my  hand.  -Im,me- 
diately  after  a  townfmin  came  and  told  me,  that  4  or 
5000  people  were  afTembled  in  the  next  ftreet,  and 
had  fworn  to  take  my  life  with  every  man's  with  me; 
on  which  1  judged  it  unfife  to  remain  there  any  long- 
er, and  therefore  fent  the  party  and  centry  to  ihit 
main  guard,  and  when  they  arrived  there,  telling 
them  off  into  ftreet- firings,  divided  and  planted  thenj 
at  ?ach  end  of  the  ftreet  to  fecurc  their  rear,  mo- 
mently expelling  an  attack,  as  there  was  a  confiann 
cry  ol  the  inhabitants,  'To  arms,  to  arms — turn  out 
with  your  guns;  and  the  tov/n  drums  beating  to  arms. 
I  ordered  my  drum  to  beat  to  arms,  and  being  foon 
after  joined  by  the  different  companies  of  the  29th  re- 
giment, I  formed  thern  as  the  guard  into  Ibeet-firings. 
The  14th  regiment  alfo  got  under  arms,  but  remain- 
ed at  their  barracks.  I  immediately  fent  a  ferjeant 
with  a  party  to  Colonel  Dalrymple,  the  commanding 
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officer,  to  acquaint  him  with  every  particular.  Se- 
veral officers  going  to  join  their  regiment  were  knock- 
ed down  by  th^  mobj  one  very  much  wounded,  and 
his  fword  taken  from  him.  The  lieutenant-governor 
and  colonel  Carr,  were  foon  after  met  at  the  head 
of  the  29!:h  regiment,  and  agreed  that  the  regiment 
ihould  retire  to  their  barracks,  and  the  people  to 
their  houfesi  but  I  kept  the  piquet  to  llrengthen  the 
guard.  It  was  with  gr-eat  difficulty  that  the  lieutenant- 
governor  prevailed  on  the  people  to  be  quiet  and  re- 
tire; at  lafl  they  all  went  off,  excepting  about  c\ 
hundred. 

A  council  was  immediately  called,  on  the  breaking 
np  of  which,  three  juftices  met,  and  iilued  a  warrant 
to  apprehend  me  and  eight  foldiers.  On  hearing  of 
this  procedure,  I  inftantly  went  to  the  flieriff,  and 
iurrendered  myfelf,  though  for  the  fpace  of  four  hours 
I  had  it  in  my  power  to  have  made  my  efcape,  which 
Tmoft  undoubtedly  Ihould  have  atempted,  and  could 
eafily  have  executed,  had  I  been  the  leafl;  confcious 
of  any  guilt.  On  the  examination  before  the  jufti- 
ces, two  witnefTes  fwore  that  I  gave  the  men  orders 
to  fire;  the  one  teftified  he  was  within  two  feet  of 
me ;  the  other,  that  I  fwore  at  the  men  for  not  firing 
at  the  firft  word.  Others  fwore  they  heard  me  ufe 
the  word,  fire;  but  whether  do  or  do  not  fire,  they 
could  not  fay;  others,  that  they  heard  the  word  fire, 
but  could  not  fay  if  it  came  from  me.  The  next  day 
rhey  got  five  or  fix  more  to  fwear  I  gave  the  word 
to  fire.  So  bitter  and  inveterate  are  many  of  the  male- 
contents  here,  that  they  are  induftrioufly  ufeing  every 
method  to  fiih  out  evidence  to  prove  it  was  a  concert- 
ed fcheme  to  murder  the  inhabitants.  Others  are  in- 
fufing  the  utmost  malice  and  revenge  into  the  mind^j 
of  the  people,  who  are  to  be  my  jurors,  by  falfe  pub- 

G  g  2  lications^ 


^34-  HISTORY    OF  A.  D.  1770. 

ir 

lications,  votes  of  towns,  and  all  other  artifices. 
That  fo,  from  a  fettled  rancour  againft  the  officers 
and  troops  in  general,  and  the  fuddennefs  of  my  trial 
after  the  affair,  while  the  people's  minds  are  greatly 
inflamed,  I  am.,  though  perfedtly  innocent,  under  mofl 
unhappy  circumftances,  having  nothing  in  reafon  to 
expeft,  but  the  lofs  of  life  in  a  very  ignominious  man- 
ner, without  the  interpofuion  of  his  Majefty's  juflice 
and  goodnefs. 

Here  ends  Captain  Prefton's  account,  to  which 
may  be  added  his  trial,  which  began  on  Wednefday 
the  a4thof  Oflober,  and  was  continued  from  day  to 
day,  Sunday  excepted,  till  Tuefday  the  30th.  The 
witnefles  who  were  examined  on  both  fides  amounted 
to  about  50.  The  lawyers  for  the  crov/n  were  Mr 
Barne  and  Mr  Samuel  Quincy;  for  the  prifoner,  Mr 
Auchmuty  and  Mr  John  Adams.  Each  of  them  fpoke 
three  hours  at  leaft.  About  Monday  noon  the  judges 
began  their  charge.  Judge  Trowbridge,  who  fpoke 
firfV,  entered  largely  into  the  contradictory  accounts, 
given  by  the  witnefles,  and  declared,  that  it  did  not 
appear  that  the  prifoner  gave  orders,  tq  fire;  but  if 
the  jury  fhould  think  otherwife,  and  find  it  proved 
that  he  did  give  fuch  orders,  the  queflion  then  would 
naturally  be,  WhatcrimiC  is  he  guilty  of?  They  fure- 
iy  could  not  call  it  murder. — Here  he  ej^piained  the 
crime  of  murder  in  a  very  diftinft  manner,  and  gave 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  by  law  the  prifoner  was  not  guilt- 
ty  of  murder;  obferving,  that  the  King  had  a  right 
to  fend  his  troops  here;  that  the  commanding  officer 
of  thcfe  troops  had  a  right  to  place  a  centinel  at  the 
cuftom-houfe:  that  the  centinel  placed  there  on  the 
night  of  the  ^d\  of  March  was  in  the  King's  peace; 
that  he  durll  not  quit  his  poR  j  that  if  he  was  infulted 
or  attacked,  the  Captain  of  the  guard  had  a  right   to 
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protedhim;  that  the  prifoner  and  his   party,  who 
came  there  for   that   purpofe,   were    in   the    King's 
peace;  that  while  they  were  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  for 
purpofe   of  protefting  the  centinel,  it   was   plainly 
proved  that  they  had  been  afTaulted  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  people;   that  the  people  affembled  there  were 
not  in  the  King's  peace,  but  were  by  law  confidered 
as  a  riotous  mob,   as  they  attacked  the  prifoner  and 
his  party  with  pieces  cf  ice,  fticks,  and  clubs;    and 
that  even  one  of  the  witnefles  againft  him  confelTed 
he  was  armed  with  a  highland  broad-fword;   that  the 
rioters  had  knocked  dov/n  one  of  the  foldiers  of  the 
party,  laid  hold  of  feveral  of  their  muikets,  and  that, 
before  the  foldiers  fired,   the  cry  was.   Knock  them 
down !  Kill  them !  Kill  them  1    That  all  this  was  fworn 
to  by  the  witnefles,  and  if  the  jury  believed  them, 
the  prifoner  could  not  be  found  gi^iilty  of  murder.    He 
then  proceeded  to  explain  what   the  law  confidered 
Ojs  man-flaughter,  and  qbferved  as  before,  that  if  they 
gave  credit  to  the  witnefles,  who  teftified  the  affaults 
made  on  the  prifoner  and  his  party,  they  could  not 
find  him  guilty  of  man-flaughter,  and  concluded  with 
faying,  that  if  he  was  guilty  of  any  offence,  it  could 
only  be  excufeable  homicide;  that  this  was  only  found- 
ed on  the  fuppofition  of  the  prifoner's  having  given 
orders  to  fire,  for  if  this  was  not  proved,  they  mufl; 
acquit  him. 

Judge  Oliver,  who  fpoke  next,  began  with  repre- 
fenring,  in  a  very  nervous  and  pathetic  manner,  the 
jnfults  and  outrages  which  he,  and  the  court,  through 
him,  had  received  on  a  former  occafion,  (meaning  the 
trial  of  Richardfon)  forgiving  his  opinion  in  a  poinp 
of  law,  that  notv/ithfl:anding,  he  was  refolved  to  do 
his  duty  to  his  God,  his  King,  and  his  country;  that 
he  defpifed  both  infults  and  threat?,  and  that  he  would 
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not  forego  a  moment's  peace  of  confcience  for  the 
applaiife  of  millions.  He  agreed  in  fentiment  v/ith 
the  former  judge,  that  the  prifoiierwas  not  guilty. 

Judge  Cuihing  fpoke  next,  and  agreed  entirely 
with  the  other  two,  v/ith  regard  to  the  prifoner's 
caft'. 

Judge  Lyndex  concluded.  He  fjx)ke  a  confider- 
ab'e  time,  and  was  of  the  fame  opinion  with  the  other 
judges.  Towards  the  dole  of  his  fpeech,  he  faid, 
^*  Happy  am  I  to  find,  that,  afcer  fuch  ftrift  examina- 
tion, the  condu(5l  of  the  prifoner  appears  in  fo  fair  a 
light ;  yea  I  feei  myfelf,  at  the  fame  time,  deeply  af- 
fected, that  this  affair  turns  out  fo  much  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  every  perfon  concerned  againil  him,  and  fo 
much  to  the  ihame  of  the  town  in  general."  The 
jury  then  returned  their  verdift.  Not  Guilty.  He  was 
iminediateiy  difcharged,  and  is  now  in  the  caflle. 
Great  numbers  attended  during  the  trial,  which  was 
carried  on  with  a  Ibiem.n  decency. 

As  one  evil  generally  introduces  another,  during 
the  time  of  thefe  commotions  on  the  continent  of  A- 
merica,  a  fet  of  lawlefs  ruffians  in  Orange  county, 
Carolina,  broke  out  into  open  violence,  and  fet  all  law 
and  government  at  defiance.  They  called  themfelves 
Regulators,  and  committed  many  wicked  and  cruel" 
outrages.  Their  principal  averfion  was  direfled 
againil  courts  of  juftice,  and  gentlemen  of  the  law,  to 
whom  they  lliewed  all  manner  of  defpite  and  con- 
tempt. When  Judge  Henderfon  and  feveral  lawyers 
■*vere  returning  from  SaLfbury  circuit  to  Hillfborough 
iohold  the  court  there,  they  lay  in  wait  for  them, 
v,ith  rifle  guns  to  difpatch  them;  but  the  judge  re- 
ceiving intelligence  of  their  delign,  went  another  way, 
and  by  that  means  preferving  his  own  life,  and  that  of 
his  attendants.     Thev  ftill  threatened  to  meet  him  at 
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Hillfboroiigh,  and  to  execute  their  vengence  on  him 
and  his  company  there.  They  put  their  threatenings 
in  executionj  and  in  a  moft  mercilefs  and  cruel  man- 
ner treated  Colonel  Fannins:,  Mr  Hooper  and  lomt- 
others.  They  defired  the  judge  to  proceed,  but  ac- 
cording as  they  dire^led  him,  and  put  a  Hop  to  all 
proceedings  ofjuilice.  The  judge  efcaped  with  dif- 
ficulty, by  ficretly  withdrawing,  which  put  them  in- 
to a  great  rage,  and  provoked  them  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  they  plundered  and  deftroyed  all  the  furniture 
in  Colonel  Fanning's  houfe,  feized  all  his  papers  and 
books,  and  fcattered  them  in  ih^  wind ;  they  alfo 
carried  off  all  his  money  and  platCj  drank  plentifullv 
of  his  liquors,  and  fet  the  reft  a-runr.ing  in  the  ftreets. 
They  next  broke  the  church  bell  in  pieces,  and  v^ere 
going  to  pull  down  the  church,  but  in  this  they  did 
not  agree.  To  nnifn  their  tragedy,  they  took  a  ne- 
gro that  was  hanging  in  chains,  and  placed  him  in 
the  judge's  chair,  to  fhew  their  entire  contemptof  all 
juftice.  Such  is  the  dangerous  tendency  of  commo- 
tions in  governm.ent;  under  the  fliadov/  aqd  pretence 
of  purfuing  their  own  privileges,  mifchievous  and 
wicked  men  often  defpife  all  legal  government,  and 
plunder  their  fellow  fubjefls.  The  reports  concern- 
ing the  riot  at  Bofton  had  now  reached  England, 
which  made  it  necelTary  for  parliament  to  enquire  in- 
to the  caufes  andTea'ons  of  that  unfortunate  affair. 
The  minifter  appeared  Ihy  on  this  occalion,  for 
though  two  regiments  were  lluit  up  in  Caftle  William, 
without  any  order  from  government,  v.hich  was  no 
fmall  affront  to  the  minifter  and  tjie  courr.  Vet  thev 
were  afraid  to  enter  upon  an  enquiry,  for  fear  of  the 
oppofition  inlifting  upon  an  enquiry  concerning  the 
whole  affair.  It  was  thought  that  government  ima- 
ginedj  by  fuffering  the  matter   to  hang  In   fuipence, 

that 
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that  the  colonifts  would  divide  and  fall  out  among 
themfelves,  and  (a  make  the  bufinefs  of  the  miniftry 
more  eafy.     In  this  they  were,  however,  miftaken. 

A  motion  waS  made  upon  the  8  th  of  May,  for  an 
addrefs  to  the  throne,  fetting  forth  the  difputes  that 
had  arifen  among  the  feveral  governors  and  command- 
ers, in  almoli  all  the  colonies  fince  the  appointment 
of  a  commander  in  chiefj  that  the  colonies  have 
been  for  fome  tim.e,  and  ftill  are,  from  this  and 
other  caufes,  in  a  Hate  of  great  diforder  and  con- 
fufion;  that  the  people  of  America  complain  of  the 
eftablifhment  of  art  army  there,  as  fetting  up  a  military 
o-overnment  over  the  civil  j  arid  therefore  praying 
'hat  all  thefe  matters  may  be  confidered,  and  fuch 
meafures  taken  as  v/ould  replace  things  upon  a  con- 
ilitutional  footing.  This  motion  was  introduced  by 
obferving,  that  in  the  prefefit  critical  fituation  of  af- 
tairs.  They  were  exprefsly  called  upon  to  enquire^ 
how  the  minifters  here,  no  lefs  than  their  officers 
there,  have  managed  fo  unfortunately,  as  to  kindle 
the  prefent  flame  of  dilTention  between  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonies.  That  in  fulfilling  thi^ 
duty,  they  muft  not  only  confider  the  matter  of  fad, 
but  the  right  of  things:  not  only  the  turbulence  of 
the  Americans,  but  the  caufe  of  that  turbulence:  and 
not  only  the  power  of  the  crown,  but  the  equity  with 
which  that  power  has  been  cxerci*d.  This  was  a 
motion  which  was  not  likely  to  be  carried  in  a  houfe 
where  the  miniiler  had  a  powerful  majority.  It  met 
with  the  fate  of  many  others  of  the  like  nature,  and 
had  a  negative  put  upon  it.  Upon  reflections,  one  can- 
not help  thinking  it  tlrange,  that  men  who  are  em- 
ployed in  bufinefs,  and  manage  it  fairly,  fhould  havq 
fuch  an  averfion  to  having  their  conduft  examined. 
A  refufal  of  this  fort  alwavs  impllQs,  either  fome  de- 
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fed  in  management,  or  an  arbitrary  defpotifni  in  thofe 
employed  in  public  affairs ;  'both  of  which  are  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  true  exercife  of  good  government. 

In  the  debates  on  this  occalion,  the  minifterialift^ 
made  a  poor  figure  j  after  ages,  when  tamely  reading 
the  debates  in  this  felTion  of  parliament,  will  be  filled 
with  aftonilhment  to  find,  that  in  a  matter  of  fo  much 
confequence,  there  Ihould  have  been  any  occafion  for 
debate  at  all  j  and  it  will  equally  amaze  them,  unlefs 
they  are  equally  corrupted,  to  view  the  defences  of 
adminiftration,  of  a  caufe,  which  none^  except  men 
of  corrupt  minds,  and  deftitute  of  all  fenfe  of  honour^ 
Ihame,  and  humanity,  would  attempt  to  maintain* 
The  miniftry  on  this  occafion  were  charged  with 
tcrgiverfation,  and  want  of  fyftem.  It  was  affirmed 
that  they  had  fent  contradidlory  orders  to  the  gover- 
nors in  the  colonies,  and  made  their  fervants  blunder 
like  themfelves,  for  wane  of  a  fettled  plan  of  opera- 
tion; that  they  had  impofed  taxes,  and  repealed  them, 
impofed  them,  and  repealed  them  again;  diffolved  af- 
femblies,  and  called  them  again;  and  fufFeredthem  to 
fit  and  proceed  to  hufinefs,  without  difavowing  or  dif- 
countenancing  the  meafures  that  have  procured  their 
diflblution.  Promifes  had  been  made  to  the  afiem- 
blies,  that  certain  duties  fliould  be  taken  off,  and  re- 
pealed which  were  unwarrantable,  of  dangerous  conr» 
fequence,  and  an  high  breach  of  privilege;  and  that 
it  was  equally  derogatory  from  the  honour  of  thei 
crown  and  freedom  of  parliamentary  deliberations,- 
to  have  its  faith  pledged  to.  perform  fuch  promifes. 
Troops  had  been  fent,  driven  out  with  difgrace,  and 
violence  and  fubmiflion  had  alternately  fuccceded  one 
another;  that  treafons  had  be^n  charged  and  adopt- 
ed by  parliament,  v/hich  were  neither  proved,  nor 
attempted  to  be  proved;  or  if.  thev  exifted,  v,'ere 
Vol.  I.  H  h  '  they 
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they  attempted  to  be  detefted  and  punilhed,  which 
was  an  high  reHeftion  upon  the  dignity  of  parliament. 
This  fort  of  reafoning  had  no  influence;   the  miniftry 
with  a  fort  of  ftoical  indifference,  bore  all  with  pa- 
tience, without  attempting  even  to  make  their  ufual 
defence.     A  few  refledions,  for   the  fake   of  form, 
were  thrown  out  againft  the  colonifts,  as  turbulent, 
difloval,  and  difaffefted  to  the   governnient  of  this 
country,  and  people  tha»  wanted  to  be  independent 
of  Great  Britain.     It  was  afferted  that  the  crown  had 
n  right  to  fend  troops  to  any  part  of  the  empire,  and 
llation  them  there  according  to  pleafure;   and  that 
there   was  a  necefllty   of  employing    them  at  thai 
time,   for  fupporting  the  progrefs  of  the    laws,    a- 
gainfl:  a  people  that  were  nearly  in  a  ftate  of  rebel- 
lion.    Thefe  refleftions  were    only    thrown    out   as 
hints,   without   any    particub.r    difcufiion,  rather  to 
get    clear     of   the    debate    for    the    prefent,     than 
as   arguments    intended    to    convince    the    oppofite 
party  of  the  propriety  of  the  reafoning.     Thofe  that 
are  guided  by  the  diftates  of  common  fenfe,  and  plain 
arguments  muft  not  expe6t  them  from  the  miniftry  at 
this  time.     Even  their  chamoions,  who  undertook  to 
defend  their  meafures  in  long  laboured  differtations 
upon  government,  and  the  rights  of  fupreme  powers 
to  rule  over  all  their  dominions  with  abfolutc  fway, 
were  in  great  diftrefs  to  find  principles  and  eonclufions 
which  plain  men  could  underftand.     Many   dark  and 
difmai  producftions   teemed  from   the   prcfs,    ftuffed 
with  arbitrary  conclufions,  void  of  all  polTibility  of 
demonllration.-    Thefe  were  echoed  by   the  hirelings 
of  the  miniftry  as  unanfwerable  producT;ions,  though 
thofe  who  trumpeted  their  fame  moft,  did  not  under- 
ftand a  word  that  was  in  them.     They  were  intend- 
td  to  throw  a  mift  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  to  cover 
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defigns  that  could  not  be  decently  avowed  openly,  and 
this  was  ail  that  the  authors  could  propofe,  except 
their  pehfions,  which  they  greatly  expefted.  After 
all  the  dufts  of  the  fchooimen  and  cafuiils  had  been 
fwept  together,  and  thrown  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  irjajority  ftill  preferved  their  fight,  and  per- 
ceived the  deligns  of  the  minitlry.  It  would  be  the 
i>;reatell  infuit  to  truth  and  common  fenfe  to  affirm 
that  the  arguments  on  both  fides  were  of  equal  force. 
There  were  many  abfurd  things  faid  on  botli  fides,  as 
will  often  happen  in  the  courfe  of  difputation,  but  in 
forming  an  eftimate  of  the  force  of  the  arguments,  a 
man  of  very  plain  underftanding  will  be  at  no  lofs, 
(fetting  afide  private  interefl  and  prejudice),  which 
way  to  determine.  Thofe  who  attempt  to  defend  the 
proceedings  of  either  pnrty  in  all  particulars,  wili* 
4nd  it  a  tafk  not  eafily  to  be  performed;  and  it  wi]>' 
Ihew  more  of  partiality  than  good  fenfe,  to  aflirm  thai 
there  were  not  errors  on  both  fides. — It  is  a  part  of 
our  natural  infelicity  which  has  prevailed  for  fome 
time  pafu,  that  parties  in  oppofition  have  been  for 
defending  their  own  proceedings,  when  they  have  to- 
tally given  up  the  principles  by  which  they  only  could 
be  defended;  and  by  departing  from  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  charity,  have  made  no  allowances  for  the 
prejudices  and  weaknefs  of  their  opponents.  V/hat 
has  much  aggravated  this  evil  is,  that  in  the  various 
difputes  upon  this  fubjed,  the  moral  fide  of  the  quef - 
.  tion  has  been  but  little  confidered.  Syftems.  of  po- 
licy, or  of  government,  without  morality,  are  like  a  bo- 
dy without  a  fpirit,  only  dead  and  beggarly  elem.ents, 
generated  by  corruption,  and  fupported  by  obftinacy. 
Moral  privileges  are  by  the  lav/s  of  nature  as  much 
the  right  of  rational  creatures,  as  thofe  that  come  ur.- 
iipr  the  notion  of  political;   and  hi3man  policyj  with- 
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out  being  built  upon  moral  principles,  will  in  the  end 
become  like  a  baJfelefs  fabric  of  a  vifion,  vanifh  and 
not  leave  a  wreck  behind  it.  The  bed  foundation  of 
government  and  policy,  is  truth j  without  this  they 
will  always  turn  to  oppreflion. 

This  year  the  miniftry  were  fo  bufily  employed  in 
profecuting  the  printers  and  bookfellers  for  publifli- 
ing  libels,  and  the  magiftrates  of  the  city  of  London 
for  refufmg  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  Commons, 
that  very  little  of  American  affairs  came  before  par- 
liament. It  may  not  be  unprofitable  in  this  chafm 
of  modern  affairs  in  the  American  hiftory,  to  fill  the 
blank  with  a  few  particulars  of  the  ancient  hiftory  ot 
the  colonies.  And  as  this  hiftory  is  principally  in- 
tended to  record  the  wars  in  the  weftern  part  of  the 
^orld,  we  Ihall  take  a  Ihort  view  of  fome  of  the  firft 
wars  with  the  Indians,  which  was  carried  on  by  thf 
Englifh  in  thofe  parts. 
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Chap.       V. 


A  view  of  the  firft  War  between  the  Colonijls  and  the 
Natives — ^he  taking  of  Acadia — An  attempt  upon 


w. 


E  are  fcarcely  fiifficiently  informed  by  the  an^, 
nals  of  thofe  times  concerning  the  true  caufes  and 
fprings  of  the  firft  Indian  war.  The  war  itfelf  is  fuf-^. 
ficiently  defcribed,  thougii  the  caufes  ftill  in  a  great 
meafure  lie  hid.  Two  things  feem  to  have  given  rife 
to  thofe  bloody  and  cruel  meafures ;  the  covetoufnefs 
of  thecolonifts,  and  the  treachery  of  the  French.  The 
new  colonifts  frequently  in  the  extending  their  territo- 
ries, did  not  ftridly  obferve  the  lines  which  bound- 
ed their  new  acquired  pofTeflions,  and  frequently 
were  found  making  encroachments  upon  the  poffef- 
fions  of  the  original  natives,  which  though  they  were 
yery  inconfiderable,  were  magnified  by  the  French 
cmiflaries,  who  were  fcattered  among  the  Indians, 
as  the  moft  atrocious  a6t  of  injuflice  and  iniquity. 
Thefe  emilTaries  ftirred  up  the  Indians,  who  were 
cafily  irritated  againft  a  people  for  whom  they  had 
but  little  regard,  and  againft  whom  their  own  private 
intereft  inclined  them  to  believe  the  fmalleft  accufa- 
tions.  What  added  much  to  the  difguft  the  natives 
had  againft  the  colonifts,  and  created  in  their  minds 
a  very  ftrong  antipathy  againft  tliem,  was  the  prac- 
tice 
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tice  of  fome  occafional  traders,  who  came  upon  their 
coafls  with  defign  of  fettling.  Thefe,  upon  occa- 
fions,  committed  depredations  and  enticed  fome  of 
the  Indians  aboard  ttieir  ihips,  ani;!  carried  them  to 
Europe,  and  fold  them  for  Haves.  The  natives  who 
confidered  thofe  free-booters  as  friends  and  connec- 
tions of  the  colonics,  mutually  engaged  in  the  fame 
defigns  of  plunder  and  depredation,  were  determined 
toextripate  this  new  race  of  people,  as  enemies  to 
all  their  common  and  natural  rights.  Their  mi-nds 
could  not  fuggeil  any  other  reafon  why  they  came  to 
fettle  among  them,  except  to  invade  their  rights,  and 
feize  their  poffeffions. — Being  ignorant  of  theif  lan- 
guage, and  uncapable  of  underilanding  on.  a  fudden 
their  figns  and  fignatures  of  expreffion,  they  inter- 
preted the  whole  as  tokens  of  hodiiity,  or-fignsof  dif- 
fimulation. 

The  writers  of  the  hiilory  of  New-Englanc|  have 
drawn  the  charafters  of  the  Indians  of  thofe  times  in, 

the  mod  frightful  and  forboding  colours. They 

have  reprefenred  them  as  the  Avorftiippers  of  the  devil 
and  as  true  fubiefts  of  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the 
air — rcruel,  barbarous,  unmerciful,  and  unrelenting. 
Among  the  various  tribes  of  thefe  infidel  favages,  none 
were  more  powerful,  warlike,  and  formidable  than 
the  nation  of  the  PequotSy  wnich  lay  between  the 
Naraganjets  and  the  Moghenas.  This  tribe  had  now 
become  a  terror  not  only  to  the  new  fe.ttlers,  but  to 
the  other  tribes  of  Indians  in  their  neighboyrhood, 
on  account  of  their  power,  Ciuelty,  and  .oppreiTiOA- 
Their  arms  were  almod  irrefiftible,  and  their  power 
intolerable  j  and  the  late  thefts  cjnd  pillagings  of  the 
Englilh  free-booters  had  encrt*afed  their-  rage  to  the 
highcfl:  degree  of  revenge  and  refentment.  It  was 
no  wo.ider  that  the  colcnius,  when  they  fell  in  their 
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Way,  felt  the  effects  of  their  unbridled  fury  and  re- 


venge. 


Irt  the  year  1630,  an  open  rupture  began  between 
thefe  fierce  natives  and  the  coionifts.  A  party  of  In- 
dians attacked  Captain  Stone  and  Captain  Norton, 
'when  they  were  failing  up  the  river  Connedicut,  and 
killed  them,  with  fix  men  who  were  in  company,  and 
funk  the  vc/Tel  in  the  river.  Hiftorians  do  not  inform 
us  whether  thefe  gentlemen  were  failing  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  colony,  or  were  for  the  fake  of 
fifliing,  or  for  fome  other  reafons,  beyond  the  line  of 
agreement.  It  was  a  practice  fo  frequently  purfued 
by  the  coionifts,  to  proceed  beyond  the  bounds  of 
their  purchafe,  that  the  natives  often  complained'  of 
the  encroachments  which  they  made  upon  their  pof- 
felTions.  Y/hatever  was  the  caufe  of  tliefe  hoftilities, 
the  truth  is,  that  the  Indians,  began  now  to  take  a  moft 
fevere  revenue.  Thefe  favap-es  attacked  the  crew  of 
a  veffei  that  were  caft  upon  Long-Ifland,  and  killed 
feveral  of  the  men;  and  in  1636,  they  boarded  a 
iliip  near  Block  Ifland,  killed  the  Captain,  and  com- 
mitted feveral  more  outrages.  The  coionifts  finding 
that  this  Indian  war  turned  more  ferious  than  they 
expefted,  began  to  confider  upon  fome  fuitabie  me- 
thods of  defence,  as  well  as  offenfive  projects,  to  an- 
noy thofe  cruel  and  barbarous  affailants.  The  go- 
vernor and  council  ofBoftonfent  an  hundred  and 
twenty  men,  under  the  command  of  the,  Captains 
Endicot,  Undcrhiii,  and  Turner; — who  boldly  at- 
tacked the  Indians,  who  left  their  huts,  and  retired 
to  the  fwamps  and  woods  for  their  fafety  and  prefer- 
vation.  Before  this,  army  proceeded  any  further, 
they  fen t  a  nreffage  to  the  PequotF,  defiring  them  to 
deliver  up  the  murderers,  who  were  the  occafion  of 
■the  war,  that  the  innocent  might  not  be   involved 
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with  the  guilty  in  the  calamity  of  war.  Thefe  fierce 
and  furious  people  either  confidered  their  caufe  to 
be  juft,  or  were  determined,  at  all  events,  to  fupporc 
their  brethren  in  the  caufe  they  were  now  engaged 
in.  They  would  liften  to  no  propofals  of  accommo- 
dation, but  were  determined  to  carry  on  the  war. 
Their  refufal  brought  on  a  fkirmiih,  in  which  the  na- 
tives were  defeated,  and  all  their  huts  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  their  corn  were  deftroyed.  Thefe 
fkirmiflies  were  only  prefaces  to  a  more  bloody  war 
that  now  followed,  which  was  carried  pn  with  great 
fury  and  barbarity  on  the  fide  of  the  natives.  The 
priibners  which  fell  into  their  hands,  were  tortured 
in  the  moft  Ihocking  and  inhuman  manner,  and  put 
to  all  the  extremities  of  pain  that  wanton  barbarity 
could  devife.  Maids  and  children  were  roafted  alive, 
and  the  barbarous  favages  all  the  while  mocking 
their  painsj  and  ridiculing  their  geftures  and  expref- 
fions  of  agony. 

This  nation  of  Pequots  joined  policy  and  craft  to 
their  barbarity  and  cruelty;  they  at  this  time  devifed 
a  fcheme,  which  had  it  taken  place,  muft:  have  total- 
ly deftroyed  all  the  infant  colonies.  They  fent  Talks 
to  all  the  various  tribes  of  Indians  of  their  acquaint- 
ance, fetting  forth  the  neceiTity  of  an  aflbciation  among 
thenifclycs,  to  extirpate  this  new  race  of  people, 
which  might  be  eafily  done,  by  a  confederacy  of  the 
various  tribes,  before  the  colonifts  were  provided  for 
a  defence,  or  v/ere  grown  ftrong  by  an  increafe  of 
their  numbers;  that  by  one  decifive  blow,  they  had 
it  now  in  their  power  to  free  themfelvcs  of  neigh- 
bours, v/ho,  if  they  were  not  at  this  time  fubducd, 
would  in-afliort  time  become  their  mailers,  and  de- 
prive tJiem  of  ail  their  poffeffions.  This  was  a  moft 
juflicious  and  political  fcheme,  and  would  have  pro- 
ved 
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proved  the  total  ruin  of  the  New  England  colonies. 
This  fcheme  was  however  fruftrated,  by  providence, 
through  the  antipathy  of  the  reft  of  the  tribes .  to 
thefe  Pequots.  The.  other  Indian  nations  had  fuf- 
fered  fo  feverely  at  the  hands  of  thefe  ^pprefTors, 
that  they  Averc  determined  to  leave  them  to  therhfejvesi 
and  the.  event  of  the  war  which  they  were  engaged 
in.  They  took  pleafure  in  feeing  a .  people  crulhed^ 
that  had  behaved  fo  tyrannically  to  the  reft  of  their 
brethren  i  and  inftead  of  affording  them  afliftancej 
indulged  a  fecret  pleafure  at  their  ruin  and  deftruc* 
tion. 

The  Englifh  colonifts  knowing  both  the  power  and 
enmity  of  thefe  favages",  raifedforces  with  all  expedition 
for  their  own  defence,  with  a  defign,  ifpoffible,  to  put 
an  end  to  the  war,  by  extirpating  that  revengeful 
tribe  of  Indians.  With  an  army  of  about  700  men, 
of  which  500  were  Indians  of  the  Naraganfet  tribes, 
the  reft  were  colonifts,  they  advanced  to  the  enemy's 
country.  Their  commanders  were  Ifrael  Stoughton, 
Captain  Underhill,  and  Captain  John  Mafon.  Un- 
derhill  and  Mafon  marched  before  the  other  troops 
could  join  them,  and  advanced  in  fearch  of  SafTacus, 
the  grand  Sachem  of  the  Pequots,  who  had  retired 
with  his  men  into  what  he  thought  an  impregnable 
fortrcfs.  The  Naranganfet  Indians,  upon  hearing  of 
the  name  of  Saflacus,  fell  a  trembling,  and  would 
not  advance;  they  faid  he  was  a  God,  and  no  man 
could  kill  him:  They  were  therefore  of  no  ufe  in 
this  expedition.  The  officers  with  their  fmall  hand- 
ful of  troops,  under  the  direftion  of  an  India;i  fpy, 
which  they  had  fent  to  fearch  for  the  Pequots,  came 
upon  them  by  furprife,  and  entered  their  fort  fword 
in  hand ;  after  making  prodigious  flaughter  among 
the  favages,  they  fet  fire  to  the  fort,  ahd  totoUy  de- 
Vol.  I.  li     ,  ftroyed 
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ftroyed  it.  On  this  occafion,  fix  hundred  Indians  of  thd 
tribe  of  Pequots  were  flain,  and  only  two  men  of  the  co- 
lonifts.  Of  the  whole  forces  in  this  fort  only  eight  efca- 
ped  to  carry  the  tidings  of  the  difafter  to  their  friends. 
The  heat  of  the  a6tionj  and  the  want  of  provifion  had 
now  greatly  exhaufted  the  ftrength  of  the  coloniftsj 
which  would  have  proved  fatal  to  thenn,  had  not  fome 
veffels  arrived  with  provifions  in  Pequot  harbour  ifi 
the  very  time,  of  need,  and  in  the  midft  of  their  dif- 
trefs.  This  fupply  refreftied  their  fpirits,  and  pre- 
pared them  for  another  Iharp  encounter  which  foon 
happened.  There  was  another  Indian  fort  at  fome 
dillance,  whither  the  news  had  been  carried  of  the 
defeat  o(  their  troops,  and  the  deftruftion  of  their 
fort:  In  this  fort  of  fortrefs,  there  were  upwards 
of  three  hundred  favages  of  the  beft  troops  of  the 
Pequots.  Thefe  advanced  with  expedition  to  re- 
venge the  death  of  their  friends,  and  attacked  th6 
colonifts  with  great  fury.  But  they  met  with  fuch  a 
warm  reception,  thar  they  betook  themfelves  to  a 
fwamp,  after  leaving  a  great  number  dead  upon  the 
fpot.  The  former  defeat  of  their  friends,  and  the  re- 
pulfe  they  now  met  with,  in  a  great  meafure  damped 
their  courage,  they  exprelTed  their  chagrin  and  dif- 
appointment  with  moll  pitiful  howling  and  cries,  ac- 
cording to  the  manner  of  their  country.  By  this 
time  the  Captains  Patrick  and  Stoughton  came  up 
with  the  forces  of  the  MafUchiifett's-bay,  which  was  a 
feafonable  reinforcement  to  the  Conneiflicut  forces^ 
which  were  now  both  much  fatigued,  and  many  of 
them  wounded  in-  the  two  fores-oino:  fkirmillies.  There 
were  flill  a  great  number  of  the  Pequot  favages  fcat- 
tered  in  different  parties,  concealed  in  fwanips  and 
thickets,  lying  ready  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of 
revenge  j  but  when  they  perceived  this  new  rcinforce- 
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ment  of  the  colonifts,  they  fled  to  the  fort  where  Saf- 
laus  had   taken  refuge,  and   upbraided  him   as  the 
caufe  of  the  late  difafters,  and  of  their  total  ruin.     Se- 
veral hundreds  of  thefe   miferable  creatures  were  ta- 
ken by  Captain  Stoughtonj   the  wom/^n  were  carried 
captives,  and  the  men  put  aboard  of  a  ihip  of  one 
Skipper  Geelop,  where  they  all  perilhed,    by   what 
accident  hiftorians  do  not  inform  us.     Duriag  this 
war,  thirteen  of  their  Sachem,s,  or  little  kings,  were 
ilain,  and  Saflfacus  was  betrayed,   and  at  lafl:  put  to, 
death  by  the  Maqua  Indians,  a  tribe  of  fayage  Canni- 
bals, to  whom  he  had  fled   for  fafety.     How  far  the. 
necefiity  of  the   cafe  might  juft:ify  the  condu6t  of  the 
colonifts  in  this  war,  I  will  not  pretend  tojay,  but  it 
appears  to  have  been  carried  on  with  a  vigouf  w\}ichj 
approached  very  near  to  an  excefs  of  feyerity.     This, 
war  was  foon  ended,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  Pequots, 
extirpated.      From    the   begining  to    the    fii>;lhing 
thereof,  three  years  were  not  fully  elapfed. 

In  the  year  1638,  another  Indian  war  had  well; 
nigh  bro^e  out,  on  account  of  fome  Englifli  vaga- 
bonds having  murdered  an  Indian  in  the  woods.  This 
favage  belonged  to  the  tribe  of  the  NaraganfetSj, 
which  on  this  occafion  began  to  rife,  but  the  war  was. 
prevented  by  the  punifliment  of  the  murderers,  and 
proper  fatisfacbion  was  given  to  the  injured  party. 
What  mofl:  ftruck  the  Indians  on  this  occafion  was, 
that  all  the  three  men  who  had  been  concerned  in  the 
murder,  were  executed,  which  they  confidered  as  an 
;excefs  of  juftice.  Although  there  were  many  jealoufies 
and  fufpicions  between  the  colonifts  and  the  natives, 
yet  from  this  time,  till  1674,  there  was  no  open  war. 
Matters  were  always  fettled  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  general  tranquility  was  preferved.  In  1674,  one 
John  Safman,    an   Indian  preacher,  who  had    been 
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fent  to  preach  the  Gofpel  among  the  Indians,  inform- 
ed the  governor  of  Plymouth,  that  Philip,  an  Indian 
king,  near  Mount  Hope,  v/ith  feverai  other  tribes, 
had  formed  a  plot  to  extirpate  the  Englifh  through- 
put the  country.  Soon  after  this,  Saufman  was  mur- 
dered and  his  body  found  in  a  pond,  and  his  hat 
and  gun  upon  the  ice.  Upon  enquiry,  it  was  found 
that  one  Tobias,  a  counfellor  of  Philip,  had  murdered 
him,  and  thrown  him  into  the  pond,  to  prevent  a  dif- 
covery.  The  murderer  waspunilhed,  as  he  deferved, 
but  Philip  continued  to  carry  on  his  plotj  and  in  the 
month  of  June,  this  year,  began  the  hoftilities,  by 
plundering  the  plantations  near  Mount  Hope.  The 
governor,  to  prevent  the  further  pillagings  of  the  In- 
dians, fent  out  a  fmall  army  to  proteft  the  plantation, 
^nd  to  defend  it  againft  the  defigns  of  Philip.  As 
every  thing  had  the  appearance  of  a  war,  and  hofti- 
lities were  begun,  the  coloy  of  Plymouth  appointed 
a  day  of  fafting  and  humiliation,  to  afk  the  Divine  aid 
and  afllftance  againft  her  cruel  and  favage  enimies. 
On  this  occafion  they  had  given  no  offence  to  thefe 
new  foes,  and  therefore  could  with  confidence  appeal 
to  heaven  concerning  the  juftnefs  of  their  caufe.  But 
as  the  beft  of  men,  and  the  moft  righteous  caufe  are 
liable  to  particular  misfortunes  in  the  courfe  of  pro- 
vidence, fo  the  colonifts  upon  the  very  day  of  their 
humble  devotion  were  aflaulted  by  their  enemies.  The 
inhabitants  of  Sivnazey,  in  returning  from  prayersj 
were  attacked  by  fome  lurking  Indiansj  when  fome 
were  killed,  and  feverai  wounded.  This  both  alarm- 
ed and  roufcd  the  colonifts,  who  now  thought  that 
their  fafety  and  prefervation  depended  upon  their  ac- 
tivity, and  the  vigour  of  the  meafures  which  they 
purfued.  Upon  the  26th  of  June,  a  company  of 
horfe,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Thomas  Pren- 
tice, 
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tice  and  another  of  foot,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Daniel  Henchman,  marched  from  Boftpn  to 
Mount  Hope.  They  were  afterwards  joined  by  a 
company  of  vojunteers,  under  Captain  Mofley,  and 
another  company  of  foot  from  Swanfey,  under  Cap- 
tain Cudworth.  Upon  the  28ch,  they  fenc  out  a 
fcout  of  twelve  men  to  fee  if  they  could  difcover  the 
enemy,  who  were  foon  acquainted  with  their  fitua- 
tion,  by  a  difcharge  of  mufquetry  from  a  thicket,  with 
which  one  was  killed  another  wounded.  The  re- 
maining ten,  inftead  of  retreating  to  their  main  body, 
pufhed  boldly  forward  and  attacked  the  Indians,  and 
put  them  to  flight,  though  their  numbers  were  ten 
times  more  than  this  fmall  reconnoitering  party.  The 
main  body  of  the  colonifts  next  morning  charged  the 
Indians  in  their  quarters,  royted  them,  and  put  them 
to  flight;  upon  which  their  whole  country  was  left 
open  to  this  vidorious  army,  in  the  quarters  of  this 
enemy  were  found  the  mangled  bodies  of  feverai 
Engliflimen,  whofe  heads  we  ftuck  upon  poles,  and 
Bibles  torn  in  pieces,  in  contempt  of  their  religion. 
In  the  wigwarms  of  the  enemy  were  found  all  the  fig- 
natures  of  hurry  and  a  precipitate  retreat.  Philip 
now  fled  from  thefe  parts,  but  was  the  occafion  of 
feverai  more  bloody  conflicts,  which  in  tlie  iffue  ruin- 
ed his  caufe,  and  was  the  reafon  of  many  Indians  lo- 
fing  their  lives. 

It  is  really  amazing  in  the  hiftory  of  this  war  what 
remarkable  defeats  were  given  to  large  bodies  of  In- 
dians,- by  mere  handfuls  of  colonifl:s,  though  they 
were  armed  in  the  fame  manner,  and  fought  with  the 
fame  weapons.  In  an  open  field,  a  very  fmall  party 
of  Englifh  would  often  defeat  ten  times  their  own 
number,  and  the  enemy  leave  a  third  part  of  their 
forces  dead  in  the  field  of  battle.  Were  I  to  men- 
tion 
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lion  the  feveral  particular  engagement?  in  which  fif- 
teen have  routed  an  hundred  and  forty-five,  I  Ihould 
certainly,  in  this  fceptical  age  be  accufed  of  a  great 
deo-ree  of  credulity.  This  war  which  was  princi- 
pafly  carried  on  in  the  way  of  bufh-fighting,  was  ex- 
ceedino-  bloody  both  to  the  colqnifls  and  the  Indians. 
Many  of  the  new  built  towns  were  burnt,  and  the 
plantations  laid  wafte,  the  inhabitants  were  often  in- 
ilantly  put  to  death,  or  carried  captive,  and  refcrved 
for  the  moll;  lingering  and  excruciating  torture  j  and 
confidering  the  infant  Hate  of  thofe  plantations,  it 
was  next  to  a  miracle  that  there  were  not  totally  ex- 
tirpated by  fuch  numerous  and  powerful  enemies,  who 
were  fonnidable  of  themfelves,  andfome  times  affifted 
by  the  French. 

Philip,  who  had  been  the  original  caufe  of  this 
bloody  war,  fled  from  one  tribe  to  another,  as  the 
chance  of  war  and  the  various  accidents  of  his  fortune 
obliged  him;  and  fuch  was  his  inveterate  and  unre- 
lenting enmity  againft  the  colonifts;  that  in  all  parts 
whither  he  fled,  he  endeavoured  ro  make  the  people 
parties  in  the  war  againft  the  Englifli.  As  his  revenge 
was  exceflive,  the  fchernes  of  his  policy  were  deep, 
and  often  concerted  with  a  fagacity  which  more  civi- 
lized and  enlightened  politicans  would  have  marked 
with  the  epithets  of  wifdom. — But  as  he  paid  no  re- 
gard to  the  moral  principles  of  government,  when  he 
purfued  the  diclates  of  his  fury  and  revenge,  he  at 
laft  laid  a  fnare  in  which  he  himfclf  was  entangled, 
and  which  proved  the  ruin  of  his  caufe.  To  provoke 
the  Muquas,  a  neighbouring  tribe,  againft  the  co\pnifts, 
he  fct  upon  fome  of  their  people  in  the  woods  and 
killed  them,  and  then  publLlhed  that  the  Englifli  had 
done  it;  but  as  fuch  daring  wickednefs  feldom  paffei 
unpuniihed,  providence  laid  open  his  fchernes,  and  ex- 
po fed 
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pofed  the  whole  of  his  defigns.  One  of  the  Maqiias 
people,  whom  Philip  thought  had  been  killed,  was 
only  dangeroufly  wounded,  who  informed  his  nation 
of  the  real  a6lor  in  that  tragedy.  This  excited  the 
revenge  of  the  whole  tribe^  who  fell  upon  Philip, 
and  deftroyed  many  of  the  people,  and  would  have 
difpatchedhimfelf,  had  he  not  fled,  and  taken  Ihelter 
in  Mount  Hope,  from  whence,  in  afhort  time  he  was 
alfo  forced  to  flee.  This  defperate  Indian  was  as 
fuperftitious  as  he  was  revengeful  j  he  believed  in  all 
the  prognofliications  of  his  magicians  3.nd  powwawsy 
and  from  an  aiTurance  of  one  of  their  prophecies 
was  perfwaded  that  no  Englifliman  could  kill  him. 
He  was  at  laft  (hot  through  the  body  by  an  Indian. in 
the  fervice  of  the  colonies,  and  expired  foon  after  in 
the  very  place  where  he  had  firfl;  concerted  the 
the  fcheme  of.  extirpating  the  colonifl:s,  and  his  head 
^as  carried  to  Plymouth.  The  people  of  New  England 
tit  this  time  made  an  obfervation  with  regard  to  the 
fbate  of  their  affairs,  which  perhaps  will  hold  in  ge- 
neral with  regard  to  all  countries  in  the  fame  litua- 
tion.  They  took  notice,  that  till  once  they  began  to 
reform  theirmanners,  and  obferve  the  inftitutions  of 
the  Gofpel  with  more  exaAnefs,  they  never  prof- 
pered  in  purfuing  this  war  ;  but  after  they  began  in 
tarneft  to  reform  abufes,  and  obferve  the  moral  in- 
llitutions  of  God  in  fincerity,  their  aflairs  took  quite 
a  different  turn,  and  they  profpered  in  their  undertak- 
ings. It  may  be  neceffary  to  obferve  here,  how  all 
partiee  in  all  nations  are  ready  to  declare  others  in  a 
ftate  of  rebelion,  that  to  oppofe  the  meafiires  they  are 
fond  of  purfuing. 

Gotten  Mather  in  his  Hiftory  of  New  England  ob- 
ferves,  that  on  September  the  6th,  1676,  four  hun- 
dred Indians  wei=c  furprifed  in  Qneckcho,  of  which, 

one 
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one  half  had  been  acceffaray  to  the  late  rehelioity  and 
for  that  reafon  were  fold  for  flaves.  As  thefe  natives 
.were  nor  the  fubj  efts  of  England,  nor  of  the  colonifts, 
it  was  impolTible  that  they  could  be  rebels  in  the 
common  acceptation  of  that  word.  If  the  colonifts 
claimed  all  that  country  as  their  own,  their  claim  was 
unjuft,  and  the  refiftance  of  the  natives  was  lawful 
defence  againll  invaders  j  or  if  the  Indians  attacked  the 
Engliili  unjuftly,  it  was  an  unlawful  invafion,  but  not 
a  rebellion  of  fubjecls  againlt  lawful  jgovernment. 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  aftions  in  this  war, 
was  an  attack  upon  a  fort  in  the  country  of  the  Nara- 
ganfecs,  which  lies  eaft  of  Connecticut  river,  and 
fouth  of  Patufet.  The  colonifts  of  New  England  find- 
ing themfelves  harraflcd  by  thofe  tribes  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, refolved  upon  giving  them  an  effedutal 
overthrow,  that  in  time  coming  they  might  behave 
with  more  civility  to  their  neighbours.  Having  muf- 
tercd  an  army  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  they  marched 
in  the  midle  of  the  winter  into  their  enemies  country, 
in  the  midft  of  froft  and  fnow,  and  came  upon  one  of 
their  principal  forts  by  furprife,  which  they  carried, 
after  much  Daughter  on  both  fides.  This  fort  was 
fituated  upon  an  ifland  of  about  fix  acres,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  a  fwamp,  to  which  there  was  only  accefs  one 
way,  which  was  by  pafiing  along  a  fingle  tree,  where 
only  one  perfon  could  pafs,  with  difficulty. 

An  Indian  whofe  name  was  Peter,  who. had  taken 
feme  difguft  at  his  tribe,  was  guide  to  the  New 
England  forces,  and  led  them  to  the  fortrefs.  This 
deferter  ftiewed  them  a  certain  place  in  the  forcft, 
v/here,  by  throwing  four  or  five  trees,  about  a  foot 
from  the  .Q;round,  over  the  fwamp,  they  might  attack 
the  garrifon  with  the  good  hopes  of  fucceeding.  This 
was  the  only  place   where  it   appeared  vulnerable, 
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though  over  againft  this  paffage  there  was  a  block- 
houfe,  which  rendered  the  attempt  exceedingly  dan« 
gerous.  The  colonifts  began  the  attack  at  one  o'clock, 
which  was  led  on  by  Captain  Mofley  and  Captain  Da- 
venport, who  rulhed  into  the   fort,  when  a  bloody 
conflidl  began.     Six  of  the  principal  officers  were  kill- 
ed in  the  firft  afTault,  and  a  great  many  of  their  pri- 
vate men;  but  they  at  laft  carried  the  fortrefs,   and 
flew  above  feven  hundred  Indians  in  arms.     The  reft 
fled,  and  betobk  themfelves  to  a  cedar  fwamp,  at  fome 
diftance,  whither  the  colonifts  did  not  purfue  them. 
This  expedition  was  commanded  by  Jofiah  Winflow, 
Efq;  who  had  under  him  many  brave  and  intrepid  of- 
ficers, who  behaved  with  a  gallantry  that  would  have 
done  honour  to  a  Roman  legion.     The  Indians  in  this 
fliort  fiege  had  feven  hundred  men  killed,   and  three 
hundred  mortally  wounded,  befides  old  men,  women, 
and  children  that  were  prelTed  to  death  in  the  midft 
of  the  encounter.  Of  the  New  England  forces,  eighty- 
five  were  flain,  and  an   hundred  and  fifty   wounded. 
The  other  exploits  during  this  warconfifted  chiefly  in 
the  burning  of  towns,  and  laying  waile  of  villages, 
on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  and  of  defeating  fmall  par- 
ties of  the  enemy,  on  the  part  of  the  colonifts.     On 
thefe  occafions,  many  defperate  a6lions  were  perform- 
ed, which  thofe  that  are  accuftomed   to  the  method 
of  carrying  on  war  in  Europe,  would  fcarcely  be  able 
to  give  credit  to,  were  it  not  that  they  are  too  well 
authenticated  to  be  called  in  qucftion.  In  thofe  encoun- 
ters with  the  Indians,  the  colonifts  (liewed  an  uncommon 
bravery,  and  were  never  afraid  to  engage  three  times 
their  own  number  in  the  open  field,  at  the  fame  wea- 
pons.    Nor  in  general  can  it  be  affirmed,   that  they 
coveted  war  merely  for  the  fake  of  dominion.     The 
only  error  that  they  appear  to  have  fallen  into  in  car- 
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rying  on  their  wars,  feems  to  have  been,  a  defire  to 
enlarge  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  ma- 
king conquefts  for  their  mother  country,  which  they 
delivered  up  to  the  difpofal  of  her  government. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1690,  a  naval  force,  with  feven 
hundred  troops,  under  the  command  of  Sir  William 
Phipps  failed  from  Nantafket,  in  New  England,  with 
orders  to  feize  the  French  fettlements  in  Nova  Scotia, 
then  called  Acadia,  which  they  attacked,   and  had 
them  delivered  up  to  King  William,  whom  the  colo- 
nics in  thofe  parts  had  acknowledged  as  their  fove-  • 
reign.     The  reafon  of  this  expedition,  feems  to  have 
been  to  diftrefs  the  French,  who  at  this    time  ftirred 
up  the  Indians  againft  the  colonifts,  under  the  pre- 
tence that  they  were  rebels  againft    their  fovereign, 
and  furnifhed  them  with  arms  and  ammunition^  with 
which  they  did  great  damage  to  the  planters.     The 
colonifts  confidered  this  method  as  the  moft  effeflual 
to  put  an  end  to   the  war;  for,  provided  they  could 
once  fubdue  the  French,   or  drive   them  from   their 
fettlements,  they  knew  that  the    Indians  would   foon 
be  overcome.    Sir  William  Phipps,   with  a   fleet  ■  of 
thirty  f^iil  of  Ihips,  failed  from  New  England  to  Que- 
bec, but  did  not  arrive  till  the  7th  of  OiflobeVi  when 
thefrofl.  was  fetting  in.     This  expedition  was  intend- 
ed to  fupport  an  army  of  land  forces  that   were    to 
march  frOm  New  York,  of  fome  colonifts  and  Chri- 
ftian  Indians,     After  fome  bold  efforts,  this  attempt 
mifcarricdi  but  v/ho  Was  to  blarhe,  is  not  eafily  learn- 
ed from  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times.     It  is  well  known, 
that  although  this  expedition  mifcarried,   the  French 
were  in   great  terror,  and  expeded  nothing  lefs  than 
to  be  driven  out  of  Canada.     This    ftiews  what  the 
colonifts  were  then  able  to  attempt,   without  any   af- 
fiftancc  from  the  mother  country. 
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Befidcs  the  agency  of  the  French,  there  were  other 
reafons  which  the  Indians  gave  for  this  war  with  the 
<;olonifts.  They  alledged  that  the  Englilli  refufed  to 
pay  the  yearly  tribute  of  corn,  agreed  upon  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  peace — that  they  hindered  thenn 
from  catching  fijfli  in  Sago  river,  by  the  nets,  which 
hindered  the  fifh  from  coming  where  they  were  wont 
to  come.  They  faid,  though  the  colonifts  had  got 
their  lands,  they  imagined  the  fifhes  in  the  rivers  had 
been  ftill  their  privileges.  But  the  greatefb  grievance 
of  all,  was  the  giving  patents  for  lands  which  belong- 
ed to  them;  this  incenfed  them  greatly.  And  it  muit 
be  allowed  that  neither  the  people  of  Old  or  New 
England  had  any  right  to  give  any  perfons  patents  to 
the  lands  of  the  Indians  without  their  confent.  It 
is  a  Urange  method  of  reafoning,  that  is  ufed  by  many 
felfifh  politicans,  that  European  fovereigns,  becaufe 
fome  of  their  fu  ty  efts  take- polTelTion  of  fome  parts  of 
a  continent,  that  therefore  they  may  portion  out  the 
whole  to  their  friends,  according  to  their  good  will 
and  pleafure.  Yet  this  is  the  force  of  all  the  argu- 
ments of  either  the  French  or  the  Engtilh  for  their 
rights  of  pofleflion  of  many  parts  of  the  world. 

What  gave  the  firft  and  moft  confiderable  influence 
to  the  Indian  war,  was  th'e  behaviour  of  the  French 
in  Canada. — Thefe  ambitious  Gauls  had  no  fooner 
made  a  fettlement  in  thofe  parts  of  the  weftern  world, 
than  they  began  to  make  conquefts,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  fubjefl  the  Indians  to  the  French  dominion. 
When  thefe  natives  found  themfelves  in  a  fituation  to 
refill  the  ppwer  of  France,  they  defended  their  own 
rights,  and  made  reprifals  upon  the  enemy;  and  fre- 
quently were  fo  fuccefsful,  that  notwithftaiiding  the 
French  having  the  advantage  of  fire  arms,  they  were 
defeated  by  the  Indians,  with  great  lofs,  and  put  in 
•  ■  ■     ■  .  K  k  2  '  fear 
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fearoflofing  their  own  dominions.  The  five  nations 
as  they  are  called,  of  Senekas,  Cayugas,  Onoidos, 
Onadagucs,  and  Mohawks,  which  lie  fouth  eaft  of 
the  lake  Ontorio,  and  north-weft  from  New  York 
and  Albany,  were  zealous  oppofers  of  the  French 
dominion.  Thefe  tribes  were  united  among  them- 
felves  upon  themoft  liberal  principles  of  freedom  and 
liberty,  and  abhorred  all  forts  of  flavery  tp  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  they  would  not  even  enflave  a  captive. 
Such  were  their  ideas  of  liberty  and  juftice,  that  when 
a  certain  man  broke  the  jail.of  New  York  and  fled  to 
the  five  nations,  that  they  paid  his  debt,  but  would 
not  deliver  up  hisperfon,  b^t  adopted  him  into  their 
tribes,  and  made  him  free.  Lsecedemon,  in  the  very 
height  of  his  glory,  did  not  excel  the  five  nations  in 
itheir  ideas'"  of  liberty.  It  was  no  wonder  that  peo- 
ple fo  zealous  fgr  freedom  Hiould  have  had  an  hearty 
averfion  to  a  nation  which,  for  many  ages,  attempted 
to  make  Haves  of  all  the  world. 

The  Dutch  who  fettted  at  New  York,  i6o6j  ^bout 
five  years  after  the  French  came  to  Canada,  made  nq 
attempts  of  conquefl,  but  lived  peaceably  with  the 
iive  nations,  and  carried  on  trade  :  between  the  Dutch 
and  thefe  Indians,  there  was  a  perfed  friendfhip.  The 
Englilh,  who  fucceeded  to  the  Dutch  i|i  the  fettle- 
mentofNew  York,  obferved  nearly  the  fame  plan, 
between  whom  and  the  five  nations,  there  continued 
a  good  underftanding  for  many  years;  though  it  miift 
be  granted  that  the  Englifh  did  not  fupport  the  prin- 
ciples of  friendfhip  with  the  fame  ardour  and  zeal  that 
the  five  nations  fupported  it,  yet  the  alliance  which 
the  Englifh  entered  into  v/ith  the  five  nations  was 
never  broken  on  their  part  for  the  fpace  of  fixty  years. 
This  may  plainly  teach  us,  that  had  the  European 
Chriftians  been  as  honefl  and  faithful  as  the  Indians 
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of  the  five  nations,  there  would  have  been,  no  occa-? 
fion  for  fuch  horrid  wars,  as  have  often  happened  in 
thofe  parts  of  the  world. 

The  colonifts  of  New  England,   after  many  bloody 
fkirmifhes  with  the  French  and  Eaftern  Indians,  where- 
in many  lives  were  loft  on  both  fides,  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  the  five  nations  at  Albany,  in  the  year 
1689.     The  reafon  of  this  treaty,  upon  the  part  of 
the  New  England  colonifts  was,  that  they  were  in- 
formed that  the  Eaftern  Indians,  by  die  means  of  the 
French,  were  foliciting  a  confederation  with  the  five 
nations,  which   they  very   wifely  conjectured,  would 
not  be  for  the  intereft  of  the  Englilh,  nor  be  confif- 
tent  with  their  fafety.    The  five  nations  had  been  for-  • 
midable  to  the  French,  even  before  they  were  in  pof- 
feflionof  firearms,  and  now  that  they  were  fupplied 
with  thefe,  ftiould  they   be  engaged  againft  the  Eng- 
lifh,  they  would  be   very  dangerous  enemies.      For 
this  reafon  it  was  confidered  as  a  piece  of  needful  po- 
licy, to  have  them,  if  poffible,  united  in  one  intereft: 
with  New  England,  againft  the  French  and  the  Indi- 
ans in  the  French  intereft.     The  agents  on  the  part 
of  New  England  were  Colonel  John  Pynchon,  Major 
John  Savage,  and  Captain  John  Bull,  and  on  the  fide 
of  the  five  nations  was,  Tahajadoris,  a  Mohawk  Sa- 
chem.    After  the  ufual  formalities  on  fuch  occafions, 
Tahajadoris  addrefTed  the  agents  in  the  following  man-r 
ner : 

"  Brethren  you  are  welcome  to  this  houfe,  which 
is  appointed  for  our  treaties,  and  public  bufinefs  v/ith 
the  Chriftians:  We  thank  you  for  renewing  the  cove- 
nant chain.  It  is  now  no  longer  of  iron,  and  fubj eft 
to  truft  as  formerly,  but  of  pure  filver,  and  includes  in 
it  all  the  King's  fubj efts,  from  the  Senakas  country, 
eaftward,  as  far  as  any  of  the  great  King's  fubjefts 

live. 
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live,  and  fouthward  from  New  England  to  Virginia, 
Here  he  gave  a  beaver. 

"  We  are  glad  to  hear  of  the  good  fuccefs  our 
great  King  has  had  over  the  French  b/  fea,  in  raking 
and  finking  fo  many  of  their  men  of  war.  You  tell 
us  in  your  propofals  that  we  are  one  peoples  let  us 
than  go  hand  in  hand  together,  to  ruin  and  deftroy 
the  French,  our  common  enemy.  Gives  another  bea- 
ver." The  covenant-chain  between  us  is  ancient,  as 
you  tell  us,  and  of  long  Handing,  and  it  has  been  kept 
inviolably  by  us.  When  you  had  wars  fometime  ago. 
with  the  Indians,  you  defired  us  to  help  youj  we  did 
it  readily,  and  to  the  purpofe,  for  we  purfued  them 
very  clofelyi  by  which  we  prevented  the  efFufion  of 
much  blood.  This  was  a  fign  that  we  loved  truly 
and  fincerely,  and  from  our  hearts." — Gives  a  belt. 

**  You  advife  us  to  purfue  our  enemies,  the  French, 
vigoroufly.  This  we  aflure  you  we  are  refolved  to 
do  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power  j  but  fmce  the  French 
are  your  enemies  likewife,  we  defire  our  brethren  of 
the  three  colonies  to  fends  us  an  hundred  men  for  the 
fecurity  of  this  place,  which  is  ill  provided  in  cafe  of 
an  attack  from  the  French. — The  Ghri(lians  have  vic- 
tuals enough  for  their  entertainment."  Gives  one  belt. 

We  patiently  bore  many  injuries  from  the  French, 
from  one  year  to  another,  before  we  took  up  the  axe 
againft  them.  Our  patience  made  the  governor  of 
Canada  ihink  that  we  were  afraid  of  him,  and  durft 
not  refent  the  injuries  we  had  long  futfered  ;  but  now 
he  is  undeceived.  We  adure  you  that  we  are  refolved 
never  to  drop  the  axe  j  the  French  Ihall  never  fee 
our  faces  in  peace  ;  we  fhall  never  be  reconciled  as 
long  as  one  Frenchman  is  alive  ;  we  Ihall  never  make 
peace,  though  our  nation  fhould  be  ruined  by  it,  and 
r'very  one  cfus  cut  in  pieces.     Our  brethren  of  the 
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three  colonies  may  depend  on  this."  Gives  a  beaver. 

"  As  to  what  you  told  us  of  the  Orvanagungas  and 
Urageesj  we  anlvver:  that  we  were  never  i'o  proud 
and  haughty  as  to  begin  a  war  without  provocation. 
You  tell  us  that  they  are  treacherous  rogues.  We  be- 
lieve it  J  and  that  they  will  undoubtedly  aflift  the 
French.  If  they  fliall  do  this,  or  fhall  join  with  any 
of  our  enemies,  either  French  or  Indians  then,  we 
will  kill  and  deftroy  them."— Gives  a  beaver. 

Then  the  Mohawks  offered  five  of  their  men  to 
guard  the  agents  home  againft  any  of  their  Indiah 
enemies,  who  they  were  afraid  might  be  lying  in  wait 
for  the  agents  ;  and  gave  a  belt.  Then  the  fpeaker 
proceeded,  and  faid,"  We  have  fpoke  what  we  had 
to  fay  of  the  war,  we  now  come  to  the  affairs  of  peace : 
we  promife  to  preferve  the  chain  inviolably,  and 
wifh  that  the  fun  may  always  fhine  in  peace  over 
our  heads,  that  are  comprehended  in  this  chain.  We 
give  two  belts,  one  for  the  fun,  the  other  for  his 
beams.  We  make  faft  the  roots  of  the  tree  of  place 
and  tranquility,  which  is  planted  in  this  place.  Its 
roots  extend  as  far  as  the  utmoft  of  your  colonies. 
If  the  French  ihould  come  to  -fliake  this  tree,  we 
would  feel  it  by  the  motion  of  its  roots,  which  extend 
into  our  country.  But  we  truft  it  will  not  be  in  the 
govei:nor  of  Canada's  power  to  fhake  this  tree,  which 
has  been  fo  firmly  and  fo  long  planted  with  us."-- 
Gives  two  beavers. 

Laftly,  he  defired  the  Magiftrate  of  Albany  to  re- 
member what  he  hiid  faid,  and  gave  them  a  beaver. 
The  New  England  agent  were  not  fully  fatisfied  with 
all  that  the  Sachem  had  faid ;  for  tlie  chief  thing 
they  wanted,  was  to  know  their  difpofition  concern- 
ning  this  point.  The  five  nations  anfwered,  "  We 
-    cannot  declare  war  affainll  the  Eaftern   Indians,    for 
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they  have  d6ne  no  harm;  never  the  lefs  our  brethren 
of  New  England  may  be  alTured,  that  we  will  live  and 
die  in  friend(hip  with  them.  When  we  took  up 
arms  againft  the  French  and  their  confederated,  wt 
did  not  make  war  with  them  at  the  prefuafions  ofour 
brethren  here;  for  they  did  not  fo  much  as  know  our 
intention  till  fourteen  days  after  our  army  had  beguft 
to  march." 

Thefe  Indians  whom  we  call  favages,  appear  in  many 
inftances  to- have  better  notions  of  juftice  than  the  po- 
lite and  civilized  Chriftians  in  Europe;  they  confider 
war  as  unrighteous,  without  men  receive  injury, 
and  do  not  account  it  a  fufficient  reafon  to  engage  in 
war  ever  in  behalf  of  their  friends,  till  once  they  know 
the  grounds  of  the  controverfy. 

Among  all  the  Indian  tribes,  none  were  fuch  ene- 
mies to  the  Englifh  colonifts  as  thofe  who  were  called 
the  French  praying  Indians.     Thefe  being  perverted 
by  Jefuit  milTionaries,   who  not  only  poifoned  their 
minds  with  all  the  abfurdities  of  Popery,  but  inftillcd 
into  them   the  greateft  antipathy  againft  the  Englilh 
by  lies  and  falfc  reprefentations.     Thefe  tribes  were 
fo  fully  under  the  French   influence,  that  they  took 
evfry  opportunity  to  harrafsand  diftrefsall  their  neigh- 
bours that  were  inclined  to  favour  the  Englilh.     Th^y 
had  loft  their  former  honefty  which   they  had  while 
they  were  Heathens,  and  were  become  fuch  confummatc 
difTemblcrs,  that    there    v/as    no     depending    upon 
any  thing  they  faid. — And  what  rendered  them  ftill 
more   dangerous  and   abominable,   they   were   more 
barbarous  and  cruel  than  when  they   were  profefled 
infidels.     The  French  priefts  had  inftruded   them  in 
none  of  thofe  principles  of  religion   and    humanity 
which  foften  the  heart,  and  footh  the  rugged  palTions 
of  the  foul :    they  had  ftill  concealed  from  them  the 

Scriptures, 
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Scriptures,  and  the  pure  dodtrines  of  morality  which 
they  contain,  and  only  taught  them  concerning  the 
infallibility  of  the  Pope,  and  the  omnipotence  of  the 
French  king.  Thefe  mifTionarles  of  Rome  in  the 
firfl:  inftance  taught  them  that  all  theEnglifli  were  he- 
retics, and  in  a  flate  of  damnation  j  and  that  it  was 
meritorious  to  detlroy  as  many  of  them  as  they  were 
ablci  and  that  cheating  them  with  lyes  and  falfe  promifes, 
was  fo  far  from  being  a  crime,  that  it  was  the  great- 
eft  virtue,  and  would  meet  with  an  ample  reward  in 
the  other  world.  Under  the  influence  of  fuch  tu- 
torage, it  was  no  wonder  that  a  barbarou  s  and  fa- 
vage  people  turned  worfe  than  they  were  before. 

One  thing  which  often  rendered  the  colonifts 
unfuccefsful  in  their  attempts  againft  the  French  and 
Indians  was  the  negleft  or  incapacity  of  their  gover- 
nors, which  were  then  fent  from  Great  Britain.  As  it 
frequently  happened  that  thofe  gentlemen  who  were 
appointed  to  thefe  offices  were  more  intent  in  purfuing 
their  ov/n  intereft,  than  looking  after  the  welfare  of 
the  colonies,  they  often  negle6led  the  proper  mea- 
llires  neceiTary  for  obtaining  their  welfare.  The 
colonifts  who  were  not  allowed  by  government 
to  interfere  in  that  department  which  belonged  to 
the  crown,  but  who  at  the  fame  time  fufFered  by  the 
mifcondufl  of  its  fervants,  were  ready,  in  their  hearts, 
to  defpife  men,  whom  they  found  take  upon  them 
pofts  of  im.portance  they  were  not  qualified  to 
fulfil.  Governors  appointed  by  authority,  at  fo  great 
adiftance,  and  not  connefted  with  the  inhabitants, 
by  the  common  ties  of  mutual  intereft,  unlefs^they 
are  both  men  of  good  fenfe  and  great  virtue,  will  fel- 
dom  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  eood  legiflature.  When 
a  government  intends  the  general  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, itfhould  lay  afide  all  partiality  in  the  appoint- 
Vol.  i.  LI  '  ment 
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ment  of  men  to  offices  of  ftate,  and  always  chufe  the 
wifeft  and  beft,  and  fuch  as  are  fitted  for  the  depart- 
ment aiTigned.  A  particular  acquaintance  with  the  peo- 
ple where  the  magiftrates  are  to  refide  and  rule,  as  well 
as  common  in terefts  joined  together  with  theirs,  will 
always  be  found  neceflary  to  make  men  acceptable  in 
that  character.  It  has  been  much  owing  to  the  Eng- 
lifli  government  not  being  careful  in  this  par ticui-ar, 
that  fuch  difcord  has  arifen  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  once  flourilhing  colonies. 

Before  we  return  to  the  regular  courfe  of  the  hi- 
ftory  of  the  pre  fen  t  war,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  take 
a  view  of  the.conftitution  of  the  feveral  colonies  in 
America,  that,  by  examining  their  fundamental  rights 
and  privilegs,  we  may  be  able  to  judge  concerning 
the  caufe  of  the  bloody  conteft  that  is  now  carryin 
on. 


Chap.     VT. 

'The  government  and  confiitution  of  the  ColonieSj — of 
Rhode  IJIanci,—Co7ineiJicut, — Virginia  j — Penfyha- 
nia, — Maryland, — Georgia,  &c. 


W: 


E  have  already  taken  a  view  of  the  confiitution 
of  the  colony  of  Mallachufets  bay,  their  original  char- 
ter of  privileges,  and  Jhe  tenure  by  which  they  hold 
theiu  right  of  poITcnion  of  their  land  in  thofe  parts. 
Ic  was  not  long  after  the  firft  colonifls  fettled  in  Ame- 
rica, before  they  differed  concerning  fome  points  of 
religion,  and  carried  their  contentions  fo  far  as  to 
pcriccuie  thofe  who  could  not,  or  would  not  conform 
•  to 
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to  their  articles  of  faith.  This  barbarous  and  inhuman 
difpofition  proceeded  fo  far  as  not  only  to  make  them 
deny  the  Diffenters,  from  their  creed,  the  privileges  of 
citizens,  but  alfo  to  banifh  them  out  of  the  country, 
with  threatenings  of  fevere  punifhment  provided  they 
Ihould  return.  This  violent  and  intolerent  pradice, 
though  it  is  a  fevere  refleflion  upon  the  chara6ler  of 
the  colonifts,  in  the  courfe  of  providence,  turned  out 
for  good  to  thofe  who  were  perfecuted,  and  made 
them  feek  to  provide  for  themfelves  in  other  parts  of 
the  country,  which  they  would  not  have  thought  of 
in  an  ordinary  courfe  of  affairs.  It  was  for  the  rea- 
fonsjufl  now  mentioned,  that  fome  of  the  perfecuted 
colonifts,  in  the  year  1639,  began  a  fettlement  in 
Rhode  Ifland.  This  is  one  of  the  Imalleft  provinces,  of 
which  New  England  is  compofed.  It  lies  off  Mount 
Hope,  and  confifts  of  a  fmall  ifland  of  that  name,  and 
is  the  old  plantation  of  Providence.  This  Ifland,  from 
whom  the  province  has  its  name,  lies  in  Naraganfer . 
bay,  and  is  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  miles  in  lengtli, 
and  four  or  five  in  -breadth.  This  ifland  is  one  of  the 
mofl  beautiful  and  pleafant  parts  in  New  England. 
On  account  of  the  fruitfulnefs  of  the  foil,  and  tern- 
peratenefs  of  the  climate,  it  is  called  by  fome  the  Pa- 
radife  of  New  England ;  for  though  it  does  not  lie 
above  60  miles  fouth  of  Bofton,  it  is  much  warmer  in 
winter,  being  furrounded  by  thefea,  andnoifoaffe6led 
by  land  breezes  as  the  neighbouring  parts  on  the  con- 
tinent. There  was  a  very  confiderable  trade  carried 
on  before  the  war  in  this  ifland  with  the  fugar  colo- 
nies, with  butter  and  cheefe,  horfcs,  fheep^  beef, 
pork,  timber,  and  frames  for  houfes.  Tiie  freenefs  ot 
thefltuation  in  procefsoftime  invited  fo  many  planters 
to  this  ifland,  that  it  was  foon  overftocked,  and  fome 
of  them  purchafed  land,  and   built  the  towns     of 

L  1  2  Providence 
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Providence  and  Warwick.  What  contributed  much 
to  the  population  of  thi^  colony  was  the  free  unlimi- 
ted toleration  that  was  granted  in  it,  to  all  forts  of 
religious  profeflions.  This  praftice  of  toleration  will, 
always  have  a  great  influence,  both  upon  the  encreafe 
pf  the  inhabitants  of  colonies,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  all  nations;  for  though  it  is  affirmed  by  fome 
that  toleration  of  fedaries  is  theoccafion  of  divifions, 
and  contentions  in  nations,  yet  the  very  contrary  is 
matter  of  faft.  For  it  is  by  laying  unneceflary  re- 
flraints  upon  men's  confciences  that  creates  fedlaries, 
which  if  they  were  permitted  to  take  their  own  way, 
would  feldom  give  any  trouble.  Government  ought 
therefore  to  tolerate  all  forms  of  religion,  except 
fuch  as  will  not  give  liberty  to  others.  Rhode  Ifland 
was  formed  into  a  diftindl  government  by  a  charter 
granted  in  the  fifteenth  of  King  Charles  the  fecond. 
This  Charter  gives  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony 
free  liberty  for  the  exercife  of  the  religion,  and 
makes  Rhode  Ifland  a  corporation  politic  in  name 
and  fact,  by  the  name  of  the  governor,  and  company 
of  theEnglifn  colony  of  Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence 
plantations,  in  New  England,  in  America  ;  and  that 
by  the  fame  name  they  and  their  fucceflbrs  fliall  and 
may  have  perpetual  fuccefllon,  and  fliall  and  may  be 
perfons  capable  in  law  to  fue  and  plead  for  all  their 
jufl:  privileges*.     The  governor  and   company  were 

to 

♦  RHODE  ISLAND  Charter.  Ham  Eoulfton,  John  Porter,  John 

Charles  the  fecond,  by  the  grace  Smith,  Sara.  Gorton,  John  Weeks, 

of  God,  Sec.  To  all  to  whom  thefe  Roger  ^\'illiams,  Tiiomas  Olley, 

jiieicnts    fhidl   conie,    greeting. —  Gregory  Dexter,  John  Cogefliail, 

Whereas  we  have  been   informed  Jofeph  Clarke,   Randel  Houlden, 

by  the  humble  petition  of  our  tru-  John  Greene,  John   Rome,  Sam. 

fly  and  well  beloved  fiibjei'^s,  John  Wilbore,   William     Field,    James 

Clarke,  on  the  behalf  of  Benjamin  Barker,    Richard    Tew,    Thomas 

Arnold,  William  Brenton,  William  Harris,  and  William  Dyre,  -and  the 

Codington,  Nicholas  Eallon,  Wil-  reft  of  the  pmxhaferu,  and  free  in- 
habitants 
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to  have  a  common  feal,   and  the  governor  might  af*- 
femble  the  company  as  often  as  he  pleafed.     The  go- 
vernor. 


habitants  of  (mr  ifland  called  Rhode 
Ifland,  and  the  reft  of  the  colony 
of  Providence  Plantations,  in  the 
Narraganfet  bay,  in  New  England 
in  America.  That  they  purfuing 
with  peace  and  loyal  minds,  then' 
fober,  feiious,  anJ  religious  inden- 
tions,of  godly  edifying  themfelves, 
and  one  another  in  the  hoIyChrif- 
tian  faith  and  wurfiiip  as  they  were 
perfuaded,  together  uith  the  gain- 
ing over  and  converfion  of  the  poor 
ignorant  Indian  natives,  in  thofe 
parts  of  America,  to  the  fincere 
profeffion  and  obedience  of  the 
fame  faith  and  worfhip,  did  not  on- 
ly by  the  confent  and  good  encou- 
ragement of  our  royal  progenitors, 
tranfport  themfelves  out  of  this 
kingdom  of  England  into  America; 
but  alfo  lince  their  arrival  there, 
after  their  firft  fettlement  amongll 
other  our  fubje<£ts  in  thofe  parrs, 
for  avoiding  of  difcord,  and  thofe 
many  evil^s  which  were  likely  to 
enfue  upon  thofe  our  fubjefts,  not 
being  able  to  bear  in  thofe  remote 
parts,  their  different  apprehenfions 
in  religious  concernments;  and  in 
purfuance  of  the  aforelaid  ends, 
did  once  again  leave  their  delireable 
nations  and  habitations,  and  with 
cxcellive  labour  and  travel,  hazard 
and  charge,  did  tranfplant  them- 
felves into  the  midft  of  the  Indian 
natives;  who,  as  we  are  informed, 
are  the  moll:  potent  princes  and 
people  of  all  that -country;  where- 
by the  good  providences  of  God 
(from  whom  the  plantations  have 
taken  their  name)  upon  their  la- 
bour and  induftry,  they  have  not 
only  been  preferved  to  admiration, 
but  have  increafed  and  profpered, 
and  are  feized  and  pollelfed,  by 


purchafe  and  confent  of  the  faii 
natives,  to  their  full  content,  of 
fuch  lands,  iflands,  rivers,  harbours 
and  roads,  as  are  very  convenient 
both  for  plantations,  and  alfo  tot 
building  of  fhips,  fupplying  of  pipe- 
ftaves,  and  other  merchandize,  and 
which  lies  very  commodious  in  ma- 
ny refpects  for  commerce,  and  to 
accommodate  our  fouthem  planta- 
tions, and  may  much  advance  the 
trade  of  this  our  realm,  and  greatly 
enlarge  the  territories  thereof,  they 
having,  by  near  neighbourhood  to, 
and  friendly  fociety  with,  the  great 
body  of  the  Naraganfet  Indians^ 
given  them  encouragement,  of  theit 
own  accord  to  fubjedf  themfelves, 
their  people  and  lands,  unto  usj 
whereby  (as  is  hoped)  there  may 
in  time,  by  the  bleiiingof  God  up- 
on their  endeavours,  he  laid  a  fure 
foundation  of  happinefs  to  all  A- 
merica.  And  whereas,  in  their 
humble  addrefs,  they  have  freely 
declared  that  it  is  much  on  their 
hearts  (if  they  be  permitted)  to 
hold  forth  a  lively  experiment, 
that  a  moft  flourifhing  civil  ftate 
may  lland  and  bell  be  maintained, 
and  that  among  our  Englifh  fub- 
jeds,  with  a  full  liberty  in  religious 
concernments,  and  that  true  piety, 
rightly  grounded  upon  gofpel  i)rin- 
ciples,  will  give  the  beft  and  great- 
eft  fecurity  to  fovereignty,  and  will 
lay  in  the  hearts  of  men  the  ftfong- 
eft  obligations  to  true  loyalty:  now 
know  yCj  That  we  being  wiliing  ro 
encourage  the  hopeful  undertaking 
of  our  fiiid  lo3'ai  and  loving  fub- 
je6ls,  and  to  feclire  them  in  the 
free  excrcife  and  enjovment  of  all 
their  civil  and  religious  rights  ap- 
pertaining to  them  as  our  loving 

fubjecfs; 
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vernor,  by  the  charter,  was  to  be  elefted  annually   by 
the  general  affembiy  in  the  month  of  May,  and  every 

accidental 

(ubjefts;  and  to  prcfen-e  unto  them  this  realm,  to  the  contrary  hereof 
that  liberty  in  the  true  Chriftiiui  in  any  wife  notwithftanding.  And 
faith  and  worihip  of  God,  which  that  they  may  be  in  the  better  ca- 
they  have  fought  with  fo  much  pacity  to  defend  themfelves  in  their 
travel,  and  with  peaceable  minds  juft  rights  and  liberties  againlt  all 
and  loyal  fubjeition  to  our  royal  the  enemies  of  the  (^Ihriftian  faith, 
progenitors,  and  ourfelves,  to  en-  and  others,  in  all  refpcdb,  we  have 
joy:  and  becaufe  fome  of  the  peo-  further  thought  fit,  and  at  the 
pie  and  inhabitants  of  the  fame  co-  humble  petition  ot  the  perfons  a- 
lonv  cannot,  in  their  private  opi-  forefaid,  are  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
nion,  according  to  the  liturgy,  declare.  That  they  fliall  have  and 
form,  andceremonicsof  the  church  enjoy  the  benefit  of  our  Lite  act  oj: 
of  England,  or  take  or  fubfcribe  indemnity,  and  free  pardon,  as  the 
the  oaths  and  articles  made  and  e-  red  of  our  fubjeds  in  other  our  do- 
Hablifhed  in  that  behalf;  and  for  minions  and  territories  have  j  and 
that  the  fame,  by  reafon  of  the  re-  to  create  and  make  them  a  body 
motediftances  of  thofe  places,  will,  politic  or  corporate,  with  the  pow- 
as  we  hope,  be  no  breach  of  the  ers  or  privileges  herein  after  men- 
unity  and  uniformity  ellablilhed  in  tioned  ;  and  accordingly,  our  will 
this  nation,  have  therefore  thought  and  pleafure  is,  and  our  efpecial 
fit,  and  do  hereby  publifh,  grant,  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere 
ordain,  and  declare,  that  our  royal  motion,  we  have  ordained,  confci^ 
will  and  pleafure  is.  That  no  perlon  tuted,  and  declared,  and  by  thef^ 
within  the  fiid  colony,  at  any  time  prefents,  lor  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
hereatter  Taall  be  any  wife  molef-  ceifors,  do  ordain,  conftitute,  and 
ted,  pnnifhedjdifquieted,  or  called,  declare,  That  they  the  laid  Wil- 
in  cjueflion,  for  any  differences  in  liam  Brenton,  William  Codington, 
opinion  in  matters  of  religion,  and  Nicholas  PLallion,  Benjamin  Ar- 
do  not  afrually  ditlurb  the  civil  nold,  William  Bouillon,  John  Por- 
peace  of  our  faid  colony;  but  that  ter,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  Smith, 
all  and  every  pcrfon  and  j^erfons  John  W'eekes,  Roger  Williams, 
may  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  Thomas  Olney,  Giegory  Dexter, 
times  hereafter,  freely  and  fully  John  Cogefha'll,  JoCep'h  Clark, 
have  and  ei^joy  his  and  their  own  Ran  Houlden,  John  Greene,  John 
juJgenicnt  andconfciencc,  in  mat-  Room,  William  Dyre,  Samuel 
ters  of  religious  concernments,  Wildbore,  Richard  Tew,  William 
throughout  tlie  tra^^  or  land  here-   Field,     Thomas     IlarrI?,     James 

alter    mentioned,     they   behaving   Baiker,  Rainlliorrow,  

themfelves  peaceably  and  quietly,  Williams,  and  John  Nicklbn,  and 
and  n(n  ufing  thisjibeity  to  licen-  all  fuch  others  as  are  now,  or  heve- 
tioulneis  and  profanenefs,  not  to  after  fhall  be  admitted,  Ireeofthc 
the  civil  injiiry  or  outward  diftur-  company  and  fociety  of  our  colony 
bancc  of  others,  any  law,  ilatute  of  Providence  Plantations,  in  the 
or  claufe  therein  contained,  or  to  Nairaganfet  bay,  in  New  Kngland 
be  contained,  ufage  or  cuflom,  of  fimll  be,   from  time  to  time,  and 

forev'eV 
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accidental  vacancy,  by  death,  or  otherwifc,   was  to  be 
filled  up  by  the  alTembly.     The  governor  and  deputy- 
governor 

forever  hereafter,  a  body  corporate  (hall  be  one  governor,   one  deputy 
and  politic  in  faft  and  name,  by  the   governor,  arid  ten  alliftanrs,    to  be 
name  ot  the  Governor  and  com-   trom  time  to  time  conltitutcd,  elec- 
pany^  of  the    Englifh    colony   of  ted,  and  chofen  out  of  the  freemen 
Rhode     Ifland,     and     Providence   of  the  faid  company,  tor  the  time 
plantations,   in  New  England,  in  being,  in  fuch  manner  and  form  as 
America;  and  that  by   the   fame  is  hereatter  in   thefe   prefents  ex- 
name  they  and  their  fucceflors  fhall   pvelled  ;  which   faid   officers   fhall 
and  may  have  perpetual  fucceffion,   apply  themfelves  to  take  care  for 
and  fliall  and  may  be  perfons  able   the  beft  difpofing  and  ordering  of 
and  capable  in  tlie  law  to  fuc  and  the  general  bulinefs   and  affairs  or 
be  fued,  to  plead  and  be  implead-   and  concerning  the  lands  and  here- 
ed,   to  anfwer  and  to  be  anfwered   ditaments  hprein  alter  mentioned 
unto,    to  defend  and  to  be  defend-   to  be  granted,  and  the  plantation 
ed,  in  all  and  fingulur  fiiits,  caiifes,   thereof,   and   the   government  of 
quarrels,      matters,     adlons,    and   the  peeple  there.      And   for  the 
things  of  what  kind   or  nature  fo-    better  execution  of  our  royal  plea- 
ever  ;  and  alfo  to  have,  take  pof-   fure  herein,  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs 
fefs,   acquire,   and  purchafe  lands,    and  fucceffors,  alTign,name,  confli- 
tcnemquts,  or  hereditaments  or  any    tute,    and   appoint,    the  aforefiiid 
goods  or  chatties,  and  the  fame  to   Benjamin    Arnold   to  be  firit  and 
leale,  grant,  deinife,  alien,  bargain    prefent  governor,  of  the  faid  corn- 
fell  and  difpole  off,  at    their  own   pany  and  the   faid  William  Boul- 
wili  and  pleafure,    as   others   our  ilon,  John  Porter,  Roger  Williams 
liege  people  ot  this  our  realm    of  Thomas  Olney,  John  Smith,  Joha 
England,    or  any   corporation    or   Greene,  J'hn    Cogefhall,     James 
body  politic  within  the  iame,  may   Barker,.  Wiliiam  Field,  and  Joleph 
lawfully  do;    and   farther,     That  Clark,  to  be  the  ten  prefent  affili- 
they  the  faid  Governor  and  Com-   ants  ot  the  faid  company,    to  con- 
pany,    and   their    iuccelfors,   Ihall    tinue  in  the  faid  feveral  offices  re- 
and  may  forever  hereafter,  have  a   fpe6tively,  until  the  firft  Wednef- 
common  leal,  to  lerve  and  ufe  for  day  which  fhall  be  iii  the  month  of 
all    matters,   caules,    things,    and   May  novv  nexc  coming.    And  fur- 
affairs  whatfoever,    of    them    and   ther,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents 
their  fucceffors,  and  the  fame  leal    for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccelfjrs,  do 
to  alter,    change,  break,  and  make  ordain  and  grant.  That  the  gover- 
ned  trom  time  to  time,  at   their   nor  or  the   laid  company,  tor  the 
will  and   plealure,    as   they    fliall   time  being,  or  in  his  ablence,    by 
think  fit.    And  further  we  will  and  occdicm  of  ficlcnefs,  or  otherwile, 
ordam,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  lor  by  his  leave  or  permiinon,  tlie  dc- 
us,  our  heirs  and  fuccellors,  do  de-   puty-governor,  ior  the  time  being, 
clare  and  appoint,   That   ior  the   fh;dl  and  may,    irom  time  10  time, 
better  ordering  and  managing  of   upon  all    occalions,    give  order  tor 
'the  afiidrs  and  bulinels  ot  the  faid   the  airen:iblingof  the  laid  company, 
company  and  their  fucceflors  there  and  callin'g  them  together  to  con- 

lult 
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governor  were  to  take  an  oath  for  the  due  and  faith- 
ful performance  of  their  duty,  and  all  other  inferior 

officers 

fult  and  advife  of  the  bufinefs  and  leaft  to  be  feyen,  fliall  have  and 
affairs  of  the  faid  company  ;  and  have  hereby  given  and  granted  un- 
that  forever  hereafter,  twice  in  e-  to  them  full  power  and  authority, 
very  year,  that  is  to  fay,  on  every  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times 
firft  Wednefday  in  the  month  of  hereafter,  to  appoint,  alter,  and 
May,  and  on  every  laft  Wednefday  change  fuch  days,  times,  and  places 
in  Oi%ber,  or  oftner  in  cafe  it  of  meeting,  and  general  aflembly, 
Ihall  be  requifitc,  theaffiftants,  and  as  they  {hall  think  fit,  and  to  chufe 
iuch  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid  nominate  and  appoint  fuch  and  fo 
company, not  exceeding  fix  perfons,  many  perfons  as  they  think  fit, 
for  Newport,  four  perfons  for  each  and  fhall  be  willing  to  accept  the 
of  the  refpeftive  towns  of  Provi-  fame,  to  be  free  of  the  faid  com- 
dence,  Portfmouth,  and  Warwick,  pany  and  body  politic,  and  them 
and  two  perfons  for  each  other  into  the  fame  to  admit,  and  to  e- 
place,  town,  or  city,  who  fhall  be  ledl,  and  conflitute  fuch  offices  and 
from  time  to  time  thereunto  eled-  officers,  and  to  grant  fuch  needful 
ed  or  deputed  by  the  major  part  of  commiffions  as  they  fhall  think  fit, 
the  freemen  of  the  refpeftive  places  and  requifite,  for  ordering,  mana- 
towns,  or  places  for  which  they  ging  and  difpatching  of  the  affairs 
(hall  be  fb  elei^ed  or  deputed,  fhall  of  the  faid  governor  and  company, 
have  a  general  meeting  or  affem-  and  their  fucceflbrs  ;  and  from 
biy,  then  and  there  to  confult,  ad-  time  to  time,  to  make,  ordain,  con* 
vile  and  determine,  in  and  about  ftitute  or  repeal,  fuch  laws,  fta- 
the  affairs  and  bufinefs  of  the  faid  tutes,  orders  and  ordinances,  forms 
company  and  plantation.  And  and  ceremonies  of  government  and 
further,  we  do  of  our  efpecial  grace'  magiftracy,  as  to  them  fhall  feem 
certain  knowledge,  and  mere  mo-  meet,  for  the  good  and  welfare  of 
tion,  give  and  grant  unto  the  faid  the  faid  company,  and  for  the  go- 
governor  and  company  of  the  Eng-  vernment  and  orderingof  the  lands 
lifli  colony  of  Rhode  Ifland  and  and  hereditaments  herein  after- 
Providence  plantations,  in  New  mentioned  to  be  granted,  and  of 
England  in  America,  and  their  fuc-  the  people  that  do,  or  at  any  time 
ceflors;  that  the  governor,  or  in  his  hereafter  fhall  inhabit,  or  be  with- 
abfence,  or  by  his  pcrniiiuon,  the  in  the  fame;  fo  as  fuch  laws,  or- 
dcputy  governor  of  the  faid  compa-  dinances,  alid  confti  unions,  fo 
ny,  for  the  time  being,  thealUftants  made,  be  not  contrary  and  repug- 
and  fuch  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid  nant  unto,  but  as  near  as  may  be, 
company  as  fhall  be  lb  aforcfaid  e-  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  our 
Icdted  oi-  deputed,  or  fo  many  of  realm  of  England,  confrJering  the 
them  as  fhall  be  prefent  at  fuch  nature  and  confciiution  of  the  place 
meeting  or  aflembly  as  aforefaid,  and  people  there;  and  alfo,  to  ap- 
Ihali  be  called  the  General  AfTembly;  point,  order,  and  dired,  erec^,  and 
and  that  they,  or  the  greatelt  part  fettle  fuch  places  and  courts  of  ju- 
ot  them  prclent,  whereof  the  go-  rifdi^tion,  for-  hearing  and  deter- 
\eruor,  and  fix  of  the  aififtants,  at  niinio^  of  all  adions,  cafes,  mat- 
ters 
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ofHcers  were  to  govern  the  colony,  according  to  the 

h^ws  that  were  then  in  being  and  uk,  as  far  as  they 

yol.   I.  Mm  were 

rule,  order,  and  difpofe  of  all  other 
matters  and  things^  aiid  particular- 
ly that  which  relates  to  the  making 
of  purchafes  of  the  natiite  Indians, 
as  to  them  Ihall  feem  meet;  where- 
by our  faid  people  and  inhabitants 
in  the  faid  plantations,  may  be  fo 
teligioufly^  peaceably,  and  civilly 
governed,  as  that  by  their  good 
life,  and  orderly  converfation,  they 
ihay  win  and  invite  the  native  In- 
dians of  the  country  to  the  know- 
ledge and  obedience  of  the  only 
true  God  and  Saviour  of  mankind ; 
willing,  commanding,  and  requi- 
rlng,and  bythcfe  prefents  for  us  our 
heirs  aiid  fucceflors  ordaining  and 
appointing  that  all  fuch  laws,  fla- 
tutesj  ordbrSj  and  ordinatices,  in-  • 
Urudlions,  impolitions,  and  direc- 
tions, as  (hall  be  fo  made  by  the 
governor,  deputy,  affiftants,  and 
freemen,  or  flich  number  of  them 
as  aforefald  and  publifhed  in  writ- 
ing under  the  common-feal,  fhall 
be  carefully  and  duly  obferved, 
kept,  performed,  and  put  in  exe- 
cution, according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  fame* 

And  thefe  our'  letters  patent,  or 
the  duplicate  or  exemplification 
thereof,  fliall  be  to  all  and  every 
fuch  officers,  fuperior,  or  inferior, 
from  time  to  time,  for  the  putting 
of  the  fam.e  orders,  laws,  iktutes, 
ordinances,  inilrudions  and  direc- 
tions, in  due  execution  againll  us^ 
our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  a  lufficient 
warrant  and  difcharge*  And  fur- 
ther our  will  and  pleafure  is,  nnd 
we  do  hereby  [ov  us  our  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  ellabliih  and  ordain,  that 
yearly,  once  in  the  year,  forevef 
hereafter,  namely,  the  aforefaid 
Wednefday  in  May,   and   at   the 

town 


ters  arid  things,  hajjpenlrig  within 
the  faid  colony  and  plantation  and 
which  Ihall  be  in  dilpute,  and  de- 
pending there,  as  they  {hall  think 
fit ;  and  alfo  to  diftinguifli  and  fet 
forth  the  feveral  names  and  titles,, 
duties,  powers  and  limits^  of  each 
court,  office  and  officer,  fuperior 
and  inferiof ;  and  alfo  to  contrive 
and  appoint  fuch  forms  of  oaths  and 
atteftations,  not  repugnantj  but, 
as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  as  a- 
forefaid  to  the  laws  and  flatutes  of 
this  our  realm,  as  are  convenient 
and  requilite,  with  refpeit  to  the 
due  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and 
due  execution  and  difcharge  of  all 
offices  and  places  of  truft,  by  the 
perfons  that  fhall  be  therein  con- 
cerned ;  and  alfo  to  regulate  and 
order  the  way  and  manner  -of  all 
elections  to  offices,  and  places  of 
truft,  and  to  prefcribe,  limit,  and 
dilHnguifh  the  number  and  bounds 
herein  after-mentioned,  and  alfo, 
of  all  places,  towns,  and  cities, 
with  the  limits  and  bounds  herein 
particularly  named,  who  have  or 
fhall  have  the  power  of  electing 
'  and  fending  the  freemen  to  the  faid 
general  alTembly ;  and  alfo  to  or- 
der, direct,  and  authorlfe  the  im- 
pofing  of  lawful  and  reafonable 
fines,  mulcts,  imprifonments,  and 
execution,  other  punifhments  pe- 
cuniary and  corporal,  upon  offen- 
ders and  delinquents,  according  to 
the  courfe  ot  other  corporations, 
within  this  our  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  again  to  alter,  revoke, 
annul  or  pardon,  under  their  com- 
mon-feal or  otherwife  fuch,  fines, 
muldts,  imprifonments,  fentences, 
iudgments  and  condemnations,  as 
fliall  be  thought  fit  j  and  to  direct, 
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were  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England.    When  the 
aflembly  was  not  fitting  to  arm  the  people,  and   lead 

them 

town  of  Newport  or  elfewhere,  if  ficerof  the  faid  company,  in  man- 
Urgent  occafi  'n  do  require  the  go-  nerand  form  aforefaid,  the  autHo- 
vernor,  depury-governor  and  affif-  rity,  office,  and  power,  before  given 
tants  of  the  laid  company,  and  o-  to  the  former  governor,  deputy- 
ther  officers  ot  the  faid  company,or  governor,  '  and  other  officer  or  of- 
fuch  of  them  as  the  General  Af-  ficere  fo  removed,  in  whofe  flead 
fembl)  fl^all  think  fit,  fhall  be  in  and  place  new  (hall  be  chofen,  fh.ull 
the  faid  general  court  or  aflembly,  as  to  him  and  them,'  and  every  of 
to  be  held  from  that  day  or  time  them  refpe£tively,  ccaie  and  deter- 
newly  chofen  for  the  year  enfuing,  mine;  provided  always,  and  our 
by  greater  part  of  the  faid  company  will  and  pleafure  is,  That  as  well 
for  the  time  being,  as  (hall  be  then  fuch  as  are  by  thefe  prefects  ap- 
iind  there  prcfent.  And  if  it  (hall  pointed  to  be  the  prefent  governor, 
happen  that  the  prefent  governor,  deputy-governor,  and  affiftatits  of 
deputy-governor,  and  affiibnts,  by  the  faid  company,  as  thbfe  which 
thefe  prefents  appointed,  or  any  fhall  fucceed  them,  and  all  other 
fuch  as  (hall  hereafter  be  newly  officers  to  be  appointed  and  chofen 
chofen  into  their  rooms,  or  any  of  as  aforefaid,  fhall  before  the  under 
them,  or  any  other  the  officers  of  taking  the  execution  of  the  faid 
the  faid  company  fhall  die,  or  be  offices  and  places  refpedively,  give 
removed  from  his  or  their  feveral  their  folemn  engagement  by  oath  or 
offices  or  places,  before  the  faid  ge-  otherwife,  for  the  due  and  faithful 
neral  day  ot  election,  (whom  we  do  performance  of  their  duties  in  their 
hereby  declare  for  any  milclemea-  feveral  offices  and  places,  before 
nor  or  default,  to  be  removeable  fuch  perfon  or  perfbns  as  are  by 
by  the  governor,  afiiftants  and  com-  thefe  prefents  hereafter  appointed 
pany,  or  fuch  greater  part  of  them  to  take  and  receive  the  fame;  (that 
m  any  of  the  faid  public  courts  to  is  to  fay)  the  faid  Bencdift  Arnold 
be  affembled,  as  aforefaid)  that  who  is  herein  before  nominated  and 
then,  and  in  every  fuch  cqfe,  it  appointed  the  prefent  governor  of 
fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  fot  the  faid  company,  fhall  give  the  a- 
the  faid  governor,  deputy-govenor  forefaid  engagement  beforeWilliam 
affiflants,  and  company  aforefaid,  Brenton,  or  any  two  of  the  faidaf- 
ttr  fuch  greater  part  of  them,  fo  to  fiflants  of  the  laid  company,  unto 
be  affembled,  as  is  aforefaid,  in  any  whom  we  do,  by  thefe  prefents, 
ot  their  allemblies,  to  proceed  to  a  give  full  power  and  authority  to  re- 
new ele6fion  of  one  or  more  of  their  quire  and  receive  the  fame;  and 
company,  in  the  room  or  place,  the  faid  William  Brenton,  who  is 
rooms  or  phices,  of  iuch  officer  of  hereby  before  nominated  and  ap- 
officers,  iu  dying  ot  removed,  ac-  pointed  the  prefent  deputy-gbver- 
cording  to  their  directions.  And  nor  of  the  litid  company,  Ihall  give 
immediately  upon  and  after  fuch  the  aforefaid  engagement  before 
»?lc<5tion  <  r  elee'Vions  made  of  fuch  the  faid  'Betiedic!^  Arnold,  or'  any 
governor,  deputy-governor,  affif-  tvvoof  the  alT'lfanrs  ofthe  faidcom- 
tant  or  affi  bints,  or  any  other  of-  pany,  unto  whom  we  do,  by  thefe 

prefents 
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them  forth  to  war  againft  any  enemy  that  came  a- 
gainft  them.     The  right  to  the  foil  is  held  in  the  fame 

M  m  2  manner 


prefents,  give  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  require  and  receive  the 
lame;  and  the  faid  William  Boul- 
fton,  John  Porter,  Roger  Williams, 
Thomas Olney,  John  Smith,  John 
Greene,  John  Goggefhall,  James 
Barker,  William  Field,  and  Jofeph 
Clarke,  who  are  herein  nominated 
and  appointed  the  prefent  affifents 
of  the  company,  fhall'give  the  faid 
ensaocement  to  their  offices  and 
places  refpeftively  belonging,  be- 
fore the  faid  Benedid  Arnold  and 
William  Brenton,  or  one  of  them, 
to  whom  refpeftively  we  do  here- 
by give  full  power  and  authority 
io  require,  adminiiler,  or  receive 
the  fame. 

"And  further,  our  will  and  plea 
furi^  is,  that  all  and  every  other 
fiiturfi 'governor,  to  be  eleded  and 
chofert  by  virtue  of  thefe  prefents, 
jhall  give  the  faid  engagement  be- 
ifore  two  or  more  of  the  faid  affift- 
ants  of  the  faid  company  for  the 
time  being,  unto  whom  we  do  by 
thefe  prefeints,  give  full  power  and 
authority  to  require,  adminifter,  or 
i-eceive  the  fame;  and  the  faid  af- 
^ftaftts,  and  every  of  them,  and  all 
^tid  every  other  officer  or  officers, 
to  be  hereafter  elecSted  and  chofen 
by  virtue  of  thefe  prefents,  from 
time  to  time  ftiall  give  the  like  en- 
gagement to  their  offices  and  places 
fefpe(Sively  belonging,  before  the 
governor,  br  deputy-governor,  for 
the  time  being;  unto  which  faid 
governor,  or  deputy-  governor,  we 
do  by  thefe  prefents  give  tuU  pow- 
er aiid  authority  to  require,  admi- 
nifter, dr  receive  the  fame  accord- 
ingly. And  we  do  likewife,  for 
us,  our  heirs,  and  fuccellors,  give 
and  grant  unio  the  faid  governor 


and  company,  and  their  fucceflbrs, 
by  thefe  prefents,  that  for  the  more 
peaceable  and  orderly  government 
ot  the  faid  plantations,  it  (hall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  the  governor,  de- 
puty-governor, affiftants  and  all  o- 
ther  officers  and  minlfters  of  the 
laid  company,  in  the  adminiftration 
ofjuftice,  and  exercife  qf  govern- 
ment, in  the  faid  plantations,  to  ufe, 
exercife,  and  put  in  execution,  fuch 
methods,  rules,  orders,  and  direc- 
tions, not  being  contrary  and  re- 
pugnant to  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of 
this  our  realm,  as  has  been  hereto- 
fore given,  ufed  and  accuilomed 
in  fuch  cafes  relpeftively,  to  be 
put  in  practice,  until  at  the  next, 
or.fome  other  general  affembiy,  e- 
fpecial  proviiion  fhall  be  made  and 
ordained  in  the  cafes  aforefaid. 
And  we  do  further,  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  give  and  grant 
unto  the  faid  governor  and  compa- 
ny, andtheirfuccefTors  by  thefe  pre- 
fents, that  it  {hall  and  may  be  law- 
ful to  and  for  the  faid  governor,  or 
in  his  abfence  the  deputy-gover- 
nor, and  major  part  of  the  laid  af- 
fiftants  for  the  time  being,  at  an^ 
time  when  the  faid  general  aitern^r 
bly  is  not  litting,  to  nominate,  ap- 
point, and  conliitute  fuch  and  fo 
many  commanders,  governors,  and 
military  officers,  as  to  them  {h:)ll 
feem  requilite,  for  the  leading,and 
training  up  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fold  plantations  in  martial  affairs, 
and  for  the  defence  an^  lareguard 
of  the  faid  plantations;  and  that  it 
Ihall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
all  and  every  fuch  commander,  go- 
vernor, aod  military  officer,  that 
fhall  be  fo  as  aforefaid,  or  by  the 
governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  de- 
puty 
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manner  as  that  of  Mafiachufetts-bay,  and  upon  the 
fame  tenute,  as  is  manifeft  fronn  the  charter.     In  ca|e 

of 

puty-gbvcrnor,  and  fix  of  the  af-  in  the  bounds  and  limits  of  their 
fiftants,  and  major  part  of  the  free-  faid  colonies,  without  the  know- 
men  of  the  faid  county,  prefent  at  ledge  and  confent  of  the  faid  other 
any  general  aflemblies,  nominated,  colonies.   And  it  is  hereby  declar- 
appointed  and  conftituted,  accord-  ed,  that  it  (hall  not  be  lawful  to  or 
ing  to   the  tenor  of  his  and  their  tor  the  reft  of  the  colonies  to  in- 
refpeftive  commiflions  and  direc-  vade  or  moleft*  the  native  Indians, 
tions,  to  aflemble,  excrcife  inarms,  or  any  other  inhabitants  inhabiting 
marflial  array,  and  put  in  warlike  within  the  bounds  or  limits  here- 
pofture,  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  after  mentioiled,  (they  having  fub- 
colony,  for  their  efpecial  defence  jefted  themfelves  unto  us,  and  be* 
and  fafety,  and  to  lead  and  condud  ing  by  us  taken  into  our  fpecial 
the  faid  inhabitants,  and  to  encoun-  proteftion)  without  the  knowledge 
tcr,  repulfe,  and  refift  by  force  of  and  confent  of   the  governor  and 
armSj  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land,  and  company  of  our  colony  of  Rhode 
alfo  to  kill,  fby  and  defboy,  by  all  Ifland  and  Providence  plantation* 
fitting  ways,  enterprizes,  and  means  Alfo  our  will  and  pleafure  island 
whatfoever,  all  and  every  fuch  per-  we   do    hereby   declare    unto   all 
fon  or  perfons  as  fha  11  at  any  time  Chriflian  Kings,  Princesand States, 
hereafter  attempt  or  en  terprize  the  that  if  any   perfon,  which    ihall 
deflruftion,  invafion,  detrunent^  or  hereafter  be  of  the  faid  company 
annoyance  of  the  faid  inhabitants  or  plantation,  or  any  other  by  ap- 
or  plantations,-   and  to  uie  and  ex-  pointment  of  the  faid  governor  and 
ercife  the  law  martial,  in  fuch  cafes  company,  for  the  time  being,  ihall 
only  as  occafion  fhall  necefTarily  re-  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter  rob 
<|uire:   and  to  take  and  furprife  by  or  fpoil  by  fea  or  land,  or  do  any 
all  ways  and  means  whatfoever,  all  hurt  or  unlawful  hollility,    to  any 
and  every  fuch  perfon  and  perfons,  of  the  fubjet^s  of  us,  our  heirs  an4 
with  their  fliip  or  fiiips,   armour,   fucceflbrs,  or  any  of  the  fubjeiffs 
ammunition,  or  other  goods  of  fuch  of  any  prince  or  ftatc,  being  then 
Jserfons,  as  (hall  in  holHie  manner  in  a  league  with  us  our  heirs  and 
invade  or  attempt  the  defeating  of  fucceifors:  upon  complaint  of  fuQh 
the  faid  plantation,  or  the  hurt  of  injury  done  to  any  luch  prince  of 
the  faid  company,  and  inhabitants;   ftate,  being  then  in  a  league  with 
and  U|X)n  jufl  caufes  to  invade  and  us  our  heirs  and   fucceflbrs   will 
tleiiioy  the  natives,  Indians,  or  o-  make  open    proclamation,  within 
thcr  enemies  ol    the  faid  colony,   any  parts  of  our  realm  of  England, 
Neverthelefs,  our  will  nnd  pleafure  fit  for  that  purpofe,  that  the  per- 
is, and  vvc  do  hereby  declare  to  the  fon  or  perfons  committing  any  fuch 
reif  ol^  our  colonies  in  New-Erg-   robbery  or  fpoil,  fhall  within  the 
land,  ihat  it  Ihail  not  he  lawful  for   time  limitted   by  fuch    proclama- 
this  our  faid  colony  of  Rhode   I-   tion,  make  full  reititution  or  fatis- 
/bnd,  and  Providence  plantations   fa<^tion  of  all  fuch  injuries  done  or 
in  Nrw-Kugland,  in  America,  to  committed, Jo  as  the  faid  prince, 
invjuic  the  natives  inhabitingwith-  or  others  fo  complaining,  maybe 

(hair 
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of  doubtful  or  perplexed  controverfies,  an  appeal  was 
to  be  made  to  the  King  as  the  dernier  refort. 

The  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf,  whether  the 
legillature  of  Britain  has  any  right  to  make  laws  for 
this  colony,  according  to  the  language  of  their  charter ; 
or  whether  at  that  time  it  was  underftood  that  the 
fovereign  had  as  good  right  to  make  that  people  free, 
as  he  has  to  make  free  men  in  England.     If  the  right 

to 

fully  fatisfied  and  contented;    and  their  fifh,  to  be  taken  or  gotten  up- 
if  the  fald  perfon  or  perfons,  who  on  that  coaft.  And  further,  for  the 
ftiall  commit  any  fuch  robbery  or  encouragement  of  the  inhabitants 
fpoil,  (hall  not  make  fatisfa<^ionac-  ofourfaid  colony   of  Providenec 
cordingly,  within   fuch  time  fo  to  plantation,  to  fet  upon  the  bUlinefs 
be  limitted,  and  then  we  our  heirs  of  taking  of  whales, itfhall  be  lawful 
and  fucceflors,  will  put  fuch  per-  for  them,  or  any  of  them  having 
fon  or  perfons  out  of  our  allegi-  llruck  a  whale,  dubertus,  or  other 
ance  and  protedion;  and  that  then  great  fifh,  it  or  them  to  purfue  un- 
it Ihall  and  may  be  lawful  and  free  to  that  coafl,  and  into  any  bay,  ri- 
for  all  princes  or  others,  to  profe-  ver,  cove,  creek  or  (hore,  belong- 
cute  with  hoftility  fuch  offenders,  ing  thereto,  to  kill,    and  order  for 
?nd  every  of  them  their  and  every  the  beft  advantage  without  molef- 
of  their  procurers,  aiders,  abettors,  ration,  they  making  no  wilful  wafle. 
and    counfellors    in   that     behalf,  or  fpoil;  anythinginthefe  prefents 
Provided  alfo,  and  our  exprefs  will  contained,  or  any  other  matter  or 
and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  by  thefe  thing  to  thecontrary  notwithlland- 
prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fiic-  ing.   And  further  alfo,  we  are  gra- 
ceflbrs,  ordain   and   appoint,  that  cioufly  pleafed,  and  do  hereby  de- 
thefe  prefents  fhall  not  in  any  man-  clare,  that  if  any  of  the  inhabitants 
ner  hinder  any  of  our  loving  fub-   of  our  f^id  colony  do  fet  upon  the 
jefts  whatfoever,  from  uhng   and  planting  of  vineyards,  (the  foil  and 
exercifingthe  trade  of  fifhing  upon  climate  both  feeming  naturally  to 
the  coatt  of  New-England,  in  Ame-  concur  to  the  produdion  of  wines) 
rica,  but  that  they,  and  every  or  or  be  indulbious  in  the  difcovery 
any  of  them,  fhall  have  full  and  of  fifhing-banks,   in  or  about  the 
free  power  and  liberty  to  continue,  faid  colony,  we  will  from  time  to 
and  ufe  the  trade  of  fifhing  upon   time,  give  and   allow  all  due  and 
the  faid  coivfl,  in  any  of  the  feas  fitting  encouragement   therein,  as 
thereunto  adjoining,  or  any  arms  to  others  in  cales  of  like  nature, 
of  the  lea,  or  fak-water,    rivers  And   further  of  our  more  ample 
and  creeks,  where  they  have  been  grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere 
acculfomed  to  fifh,  and  to  build  and  motion,  we  have  given  and  grant- 
fet  upon   the  walfe  land  belonging  ed,  and  by  thefe  p''efents  for  us  our 
to  the  faid  colony  and  plantations,   heirs  and  fuccefTors,  do  give  and 
fuch   wh:irfs,    flages,    and    work-  grant,  unto  the  faid  governor  and 
houfes  as  fhall  be  necefi'ary  for  the  company  of  the  Engllfh  colony  of 
faking,  drying,   and    keeping   of  Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  o'lm-' 

tation 
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to  the  foil  was  in  the  King^  then  undoubtedly  it  was 
given  away  upon  the  condition  of  that  charter.  If  he 
had  no  fuch  right,  then  the  right  of  the  colony  is  good 
for  nothing.  But  this  was  not  the  idea  of  either  the 
King  or  parliament,  or  the  colonifts  at  the  fame  time 
the  charter  was  granted. 

The  colony  of  Connefticut  comprehending  New- 
haven    received  a  charter  the  year  before,  from   the 

fame 

tntion  in  the  Naraganfet-bay  in  their  fucceHors,  which  are  already 
New-England,  in  America,  and  to  planted  and  fettled  within  our  fidid 
every  inhabitant  there,  andtoeve-  colony  of  Providence  plantations, 
ry  perfon  and  perfons  trading  thi-  or  which  fhall  hereafter  go  to  inha- 
thcr,  and  to  every  fuch  peribn  or  bit  with  n  the  faid  colony,  and  all 
perfons  as  are  or  fhall  be  free  of  and  every  of  their  children,  which 
the  faid  colony,  full  power,  and  have  been  born  there,  or  going  thi- 
authonty,  from  tirrie  to  time,  and  thcror  returning  from  thence,  fhall 
at  all  times  hereafter,  to  take,  (hip,  have  and  enjoy  all  liberties,  and 
tranfport  and  cany  away,  out  ot  immunities  of  tree  and  natural  fub- 
«ny  of  our  realms  and  dominions,  }e&s,  within  any  the  dominions  of 
for  and  towards  the  plantations,  and  us  our  heirs  or  fuccefibrs,  to  all  in- 
defence  of  the  faid  colony,  fuch  tents,  conflru6tions,  and  purpofes 
and  fo  many  of  our  loving  fubje6ts  whatfoever,  as  if  they  and  every  of 
and  flrangers,  as  fhall  or  will  will-  them  were  born  within  the  realm 
jngly  accompany  them  in  and  to  of  England.  And  further  know  ye, 
their  faid  colony  and  plantation,  that  we,  of  our  more  abundant 
except  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere 
are  or  fhall  be  therein  retrained  by  motion  have  given,  granted  and 
us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  or  any  confirmed,  and  by  'thefe  prefents, 
law  or  flat ute  of  this  realm;  and  al-  for  us  our  heiis  and  fuccelfors,  do 
fo  to  fhip  and  tranfport  all  and  all  give,  grant,  and  confirm,  unto  the 
manner  of  goods,  chattels,  mer-  faid  governor  and  company,  and 
chandize,  and  other  things  whatfo-  their  fuccefibrs,  all  that  part'of  our 
ever,  that  are  or  (hall  be  ufeful  or  dominions,  in  New-England,  iii 
riecelfary  for  the  faid  plantations,  America,  containmg  the  Nahan- 
and  defence  thereof,  and  ufually  tick  and  Nanhyganfett,  alias  Nara- 
tranfported,  and  not  prohibited  by  ganfett  bay  and  countries  and  pans 
Any  law  or  ftatute  of  this  our  adjacent,  bounded  on  the  well,  or 
realm;  yielding  and  paying  unto  wetierly,  to  the  middle  or  channel 
lis,  our  heirs  and  fucceilovs,  fuch  of  a  river  there,  commonly  called 
the  duties,  cuftoms,  and  fuhfidies,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Pawca- 
as  are  or  ought  to  be  paid  or  pay-  tuck  alias  Pawcawfuck  river,  and 
able  tor  the  ftme.  And  tuVther,  fo  along  the  faid  river,  as  the  great- 
our  will  and  plealure  is,  and  we  do  er  or  middle  Itieam  therei^f  leach- 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflors,  6th  or  lies  up  into  the  north  coun- 
ordain,  declare,  and  grant  unto  the  try,  northwaid  unto  the  head  there- 
Ikid  ijoveiaor  and  compai:y,   and  of,  and  from  thence  by  a  firalt  line 
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<rfame  authority,  and  much  in  the  fame  ftile,  and  upon 
the  fame  principles  This  colony  is  by  its  charter 
empowered  to  chufe  its  own  governor,  and  to  hold  two 
affemblies  in  the  year,  in  the  months  of  May  and  Qc.r 
tober.  The  charter  of  this  province  is  as  compleat  as 
as  it  is  podible  for  any  royal  charter  to  be,  and  if  the 
fovereigns  of  England  had  ever  any  power  to  grant 
franchifes  of  that  fort,  this  is  undoubtedly  as  good  a 

fqcuiity 

drawn  due  north,  until  it  meet  with  waters,   fifhina;s,  mines  royal,    and 

the  loLith  line  of  the  Mallachufetts  all  other  mines,  minerals,  precious 

«olony,    and  on  the  north  or   nor-  Hones,    quarries,    woods,     wood- 

iherly,  by  the  atorefaid  fouth  or  grounds,  rocks,  dates,    and  all  and 

foutherly  line  of  the  Maflachuietts  iingular   other   commodities,    ju- 

colony  or  plantation,    and  extend-  riididtions,     royalties,     privileges, 

ing  towards  the  eaft  or  eaftwardly,  franchifes,  preminences,  and  here- 

^hree  Eiiglifh  miles,  totheealland  ditaments,  whatfoever,  within  the 

north-eart  of  the  moll  ealtern  and  iaid  tra6t,  bounds,  lands  and  illanda 

north-eattern  parts  of  the  aforefaid  aforcfaid,   to  them  or  any  of  them 

Naraganfet-bay,    as    the  faid  bay  belonging,  or  in  any  wife  appertain - 

iieth  cr  extendeth  itfelf  from  the  ing.    To  have  and  to  hold  the  fame 

ocean  on  the  fouth  or  fouthwardly  unto    the  faid  governor  and  com- 

unio  the  nKJuth  of  the  river  which  pany,  and  their  fuccefTors  for  ever 

runneth  towards  the  town  of  Pro-  upon  trulf,   tor  the  ufe  and  beneHc 

vidence,  and  trom  thence  along  the  of  themfelves  and  their  affociares, 

eaftwardly  fide  or  bank  of  the  faid  freemen  oi"  the   faid  colony  their 

river  (higher  called  by  the  name  ot  heirs  and  Alligns.   To  be  holden  of 

Seacunk  river)  up  to  the  hdls  called  us,  our  heiis  and  fuccelToi  s  as  of  the 

Patucket  falls,  beingthenjolj  weft-  manor  of  Eaft-Greenwich,   in  our 

wardly  line  of  Plymouth  colony;  county  ot  Kent  in  free  and  coramoti 

ftnd  fp  from  the  faid  falls  in  a  ilrait  foccage,  and  not  in  capite,  nor  by 

line  due  north,  until  it  meet  with  Knight's  fervice.  Yielding  and  pay - 

the  aforefaid  line  of  the  Mairachu-  ing   therefore  to  us  our  heirs  and 

fetts  colony,  and    bounded  on  the  fucceflbrs,  only  the  fifth  part  of  all 

fouth  by  the  ocean,  and  in  particu-  the  ore  of  gold  and  filver,    which 

lar  the  lands  belonging  lo  the  town  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times 

of  Providence,  Patujfet,  Warwick,  hereafter,  there  (hall  be  gotten, had, 

Mifquammacock  alias  Pawcatuck,  or  obtained,  in  lieu  and  farisf.iLlIoii 

8^4  ^f'?  ''^^^  upon  the  mainland,  iii  of  all  fervices,  duties,  fines,  turrei- 

the  fraiit  att>refaid,    together  with  tures,    made  or  to  be  made,  claims 

Rhode  Ifland,  Block  IGimd,  and  all  and  demands  whatfoever,   to  be  to 

the  refl  of  the  iflands  and  banks  in  us,  our  heirs  or  fuccejTors,   thcre- 

the  Naraganfet  bay,  and  bordeiing  fore  or  thereout  .endercd  made  or 

upon  the  coaftot  the  tra<il:  aforefaid,  paid  ;  any  grant  or  claule  in  a  late 

(Fifher's  Iiland  only  excepted)  to-  grant  to  the  governor  and  company 

gether  with  ail   firm   lands,  toils,  of  Conuedlcut  colony  in  America, 

ground:.,     havens,    port?,    dver^,  to  die  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife 
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fecurity  for  the  liberties  of  that  province^  as  reafori  ^ 
would  defire.*  in 

notw'ithftanding;theaforefaidPaw*  upon  their  lawful  and  civil  occa- 
catuck  river  having  been  yielded  fions  and  to  converfe,  and  hold 
after  much debate,for the  fixedand  commerce  and  trade  with  fuch  of 
certain  bounds  between  thefe  oor  the  inhabitants  of  our  other  Englilh 
faid  colonies  by  the  agents  thereof  colonies  as  ftjall  be  willing  to  admit 
who  have  alfo  agreed,  that  the  faid  them  thereunto,  they  behaving 
Pawcatuck  river  Ihall  be  alfo  called  themfelves  peaceably  among  them: 
alias  Naraganfett  or  Naraganfet  ri-  any  ad  claufe  or  fentence,  in  any 
ver,  and  to  prevent  further  difputes  of  the  faid  colonies  provided,  or 
that  othcrwife  might  arife  thereby,  that  fhall  be  provided,  to  the  con- 
forever  hereafter  fhall  be  conftru-  trary  in  any  wife  notwithftanding. 
cd,  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  And  laftly  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs 
Naraganfet  river,  in  our  late  grant  and  fucceflbrs  ordain  and  grant  un- 
to Connecticut  colony,  mentioned  to  the  faid  governor  and  company, 
as  the  eafterly  bounds  of  that  co-  and  their  fucceflbrs  by  thefe  pre- 
Jony.  Aud  further  our  will  and  fents,  that  thefe  our  letters  patents 
pleafure  is,  that  in  all  matters  of  Ihall  be  firm,  good,  effectual  and  a- 
public  controverfies,  which  may  vailable  in  all  things  in  the  law,  to 
fall  out  between  our  colony  of  Pro-  all  intents,  conftrudions  and  pur- 
vidence  plantation,  to  iiuike  their  pofes  whatfoever,  according  to  our 
appeal  therein  to  us  our  heirs  and  true  intent  and  meaning  herein  be- 
fucceflbrs,  for  redrefs  in  fuch  cafes,  fore  declared;  and  fhall  be  conftru - 
within  this  our  realm  of  England;  ed  reputed  and  adjudged  in  all 
and  that  it  Ihall  be  lawful  to  and  cafes,  moil  favourably  on  the  be- 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  colo-  half, and  for  the  beft  benefit  and  be- 
ny  of  Providence  plantation,  with-  hoof  of  the  faid  governor  and  corn- 
out  lett  or  moleftation,  to  pafs  and  pany  or  their  fucceflors,  although 
repafs  with  freedom  into  and  thro'  exprefs  mention,  &c. 
the  rell  of  the   Englifh  colonies,  Per  ipfum  Regtrn* 

*CONNECTICUT    CHARTER. 

Churles  the  Second  by  the  grace  trop,  John  Mafon,  Samuel  Willis, 
of  God,  &c.  to  all  to  whom  thefe  Henry  Clerke,  Matthew  Allen, 
pvefents  ihall  come  greeting.  John  Tappen,  Nathan  Gould, 
VVhereasbythcfcvcral  navigations,  Richard  Treate,  Richard  Lord, 
difcoveries,  and  fuccefsful  ptanta-  Henry  Woolcut,  John  Talcott, 
tions  of  divers  of  our  loving  fub-  Daniel  Clerke,  John  Ogden,  Tho- 
jccts  of  this  our  realm  of  England,  mas  Wells,  Obadiah  Brewen,  John 
fcvera!  lands,  illands,  places,  colo-  Clerke,  Anthony  Hawkins,  John 
nies  and  plantations,  have  been  or-  Deming,  and  Matthew  Camfield, 
dained  and  fettled  in  that  part  of  being  perfons  ^principally  intereft- 
the  continent  of  America  called  ed  in  our  colony  and  plantation  of 
New  England,  and  thereby  the  Conneaicut  in  New  England,  that 
trade  and  commerce  there  hath  the  fame  colony,  or  the  greateft 
been  of  late  years  much  incicafcd;  part  thereof,  was  purchafed  and 
and  whereas  wc  have  been  inform-  obtained  for  great  and  valuable 
ed  by  the  humble  jjetitioii  of  our  confiderations,  and  Tome  other 
tiully  and  well  beloved  John  Win-  part  theteof  gained  by  conquelf, 
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In  reading  the  annals  of  nations,  n[ien  who  have  nb 
other  fubjeft  in  view  except  truth,  woiild  be  ready  to 
conclude  from  this  and  the  following  charter,  that 
thefe  two  provinces  were  to  all  intents  and  purpofeS 
as  free  as  any  of  the  freeholders  in  Gr^at  Britain, 
and  had  as  good  a  right  to  be  their  own  legiflators, 
as  either  the  freemen  of  counties  or  towns  in  England. 
But  cafuifts,  who  have  a  mind  to  difpute  every  thing, 
no  man  of  common  fenfe  is  able  to  give  his  afTent  to. 
Vol.  I.  N  n  think 

and  with  much  difficulty,   and  at  time,   and   for  ever  hereafter  be 

the  only  endeavours,  expence  and  one  body  corporate  politic,  in  faiS 

charge  of  them  and  their  aflbcia  es  and  name,  by  the  hameof  Gover- 

and  thofe  under  whom  they  claim,  nor  and  company  of    the  Ens;li(h 

fubdued  and  improved,  and  there-  colony  of  Connefticut,   in  Nevv- 

by  become  a  confiderable  enlarge-  England,  in  America  j  and  that  by 

ment  and  addition  of  our  domini-  the  fame   name  they,  and  their 

ens  and  intereft  there  :   now  know  fucceflbrs  fiiall  and  may  have  per- 

ye,  that  in  conlideration  thereof,  petual  fuccelfipn,  and  (hall  and  may 

and  in  regard  the  faid  colony  is  re-  be  perfons  able  and  capable  in  the 

mote  from  other  of  theEnglifh  plan-  law  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  to 

tations  in  the  places  aforefaid,  and  anfvver  and  to  be  anfwered  unto, 

to  the  end  the  affairs  and  bufinefs,  t6  defend  and  be  defended  in  all 

which  fliall  from  time  to  time  hap-  and  lingular  fuits,  caufes^  quarrels 

pen  or  arife  concerning  the  fame,  matters,   aftlons,    and   things    of 

may  be  duly  ordered  and  managed,  what  kind  or  nature  foever  ;  ^nd 

!>■    ive  have  thought  fit,    at  the  hum-  alfo  to  have,  take^  pofTefs,  acquire, 

ble  petition  of  the  perfons  afove-  and  purchafe  lands,  tenements,  or 

faid,  and  are  gracioully  pleated  to  hereditaments,   or   any    goods   or 

create   and  make  them  a  body  po-  chatties,    and  the   fame   to  leafe^ 

litic  and  corporate,  with  the  pow-  grant,  derriife,  illen,  bargain,  fell^ 

ers  and  privileges  herein  aftermen-  and  difpofe  of,    as  our  liege  peo- 

'iloned;  and  accordingly  our  will  of  this  our  realm  of  "England,   or 

and  pleafure  is,  and   of  our  fpecial  any  ether  corporation  or  bodv  po- 

grace, certain  knowledge,  and  mere  litic  within  the  fame  may  lawfully' 

inotion,  we  have  ordained,  confl:!-  do.     And  further.     That  the  faid 

tuted  and  declared,  and  by  thefe  governor   and  company  and  theit 

pvefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc-  fucceifors  {hall  and  may  fof  ever, 

ceflbrs,  do  ordain, conftitute  and  de-  hereafter,  have  a  cofnmon  feal  to. 

clare,  that  ^hey  the  aforefaid  named  ■  ferve  and  ufe  for  all  caufes,    mat- 

perfotis  and  all  fuch  others,  as  nfcvv  ters,  things,  and  afiltirs  whatfoever, 

are  or  hereafter  ihall  be  admitted  and  of  them  and  their  fucceflbrs,    and 

made  free  of  the  company  and  fo-  the   fame  feal   to  alter,"  change, 

ciety  of  our  colony  ot  Connecticut,  break,  .and  make  new  from  time 

in  America,   ftiall,    from  time  to  to  time,  at  their  wills  and  nlea- 

furejj 
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think  no  Ihame  to  deny  the  very  immediate  ilgnifi- 
pon  of  this  charter.  As  if  words  either  had  no  mean- 
ino",  or  were  liable  to  change  their  fignification  at  the 
nod  of  politicians,  they  boldly  affirm  that  thcfe  colo- 
nies never  had  a  right  to  be  their  own  legiflature. 

It  would  be  accounted  a  very  hard  cafe  in  England, 
for  no  juft  reafon,  to  take  away  the  charters  of  all  cor- 
porations in  the  nation,  many  of  which  have  no  other 
fecurity  than  the  grants  of  princes,  and  the  prefcrip- 

tion 

fiives,  as  they  fhall  think  fit.  And  Tappen,  John  Talcott,  Thomas 
further  we  will,  and  ordain  and  by  Wells,  Henry  Woolcot,  Riehard 
ihefc  prefents  for  us  our  heirs  and  Lord,  and  Daniel  Clarke,  to  be  the 
iucccflbrs,  do  declaie  and  appoint,  twelve  prefent  affiftants  of  the  faid 
That  for  the  better  ordering  and  company,  to  continue  in  the  faid 
managing  of  the  aftairs  and  bufi-  feveral  offices  refpetStively  until  the 
iiefs  of  the  faid  company  and  their  fecond  Thurfday,  which  fhall  be  in 
fiiccefTors,  there  fhall  be  one  go-  the  month  of  October,  now  next 
vernor,  one  deputy-governor,  and  coming.  And  further,  we  will, 
twelve  aiiirtants  to  be  from  time  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  out 
to  time,  conftru^ed,  ekfted,  and  heirs,  and  fuccelfors,  do  ordain,  and 
chofen  out  of  the  freemen  of  the  grant,  That  the  governor  of  the 
faid  company  for  the  time  being,  faid  compnny,  for  the  time  being, 
in  fuch  manner  and  form  as  here-  or  in  his  abience,  by  occafion  of 
after,  in  thefe  prefents  is  exprefTed;  licknefs  or  otherwife,  by  his  leave 
which  faid  officers  fhall  apply  them-  or  permiffion,  the  deputy-governor 
felves  to  take  care  for  the  befl  dif-  for  the  time  being,  fhall  and  may, 
pofuig  and  ordering  of  the  general  from  time  to  time  upon  all  occa- 
bulinefs  and  afiairs  ot  and  concern-  fions,  give  order  for  the  aiTemb- 
ing  the  lands  and  hereditaments  ling  of  the  f^ud  company, and  call- 
herein  after-mentioned  to  be  gran-  ing  them  together,  to  confult  and 
ted,  and  the  plantation  thereof  and  advifc  of  the  bufinefs  and  affxiirs  of 
the  government  of  the  people  the  faid  company,nnd  that  for  ever 
thereof.  And  tor  the  better  exe-  hereafter,  twice  in  every  year, that 
cution  of  our  royal  pleafure,  here-  is  to  fay,  on  every  fecund  Thurf- 
in  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc-  dayin  Odober,  and  on  every  fecond 
cellbrsjaifign,  name,conOitutc,aud  Thurfday  in  May,  or "oftner,  in 
appoint  tile  aforefaid  John  "\\'in-  cafe  it  fhall  be  requifite,  the  alTif- 
thorp  to  be  the  fiiit  and  prefent  tants  and  freemen  of  the  faid  corn- 
governor  of  the  faid  company,  and  pany,  or  fuch  of  them  notCKceed- 
thc  faid  John  Mafon  to  be  the  de-  ing  two  perfcns  from  each  place; 
j.ufy-goveinor,and  the  faid  Samuel  tc^jvn,  or  city,  who  fhall  be  from 
AVillis,  IMaithew  Allen,  Nathan  tifrve  to  time  thereunto  elcdtcd  or 
Gould,  Henry  Ciaike,  Richard  deputed  by  the  major  part  of  the 
Treate,    John  Ogden,     Thou.a3  freemen  of  the  refpe^tive  towns, 


cities, 
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tion  of  time.  If  thefe  focieties  were  refufed  the  pri- 
vilege of  reprefentation,  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
land,  they  could  not  bejuftly  obliged  to  pay  any  re- 
venue to  the  government.  If  the  caufe  of  the  colonifls 
be  different  from  this,  they  are  only  flaves,  and  not  free 
fubje(5ls  of  the  Britiih  empire. 

Virginia,  which  firft  had  a  very  large  fignification, 
though  granted  to  a  company  then  refident  in  Lon- 
don, is  held  by  much  the  fame  tenure  as  the  other 

N  n  2  colonies, 

cities,  and  places.,  for  \vlvicli  they  the  fald  governor  and  company, 
fhall  be  fo  eleded  or  deputed,  fiiall  and  their  fucceflbrs.  And  we  do 
have  a  general  meeting  or  affem-  hereby  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
bly,  then  and  there  to  confult  and  celTors,  eftablifh  and  ordain.  That 
advife  in  and  about  the  affairs  and  once  in  the  year,t"or  ever  hereafter, 
bufinefs  of  the  faid  company ;  and  namely,  the  faid  fecond  Thurfday 
that  the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  in  May,  the  governor,  deputy-go- 
the  deputy-governor  of  the  faid  vernor,  and  affiftants,  of  the  laid 
company  for  the  time  being,  and  company,  and  other  officers  ot  the 
fuch  of  the  ailiflants  and  freemen  faid  company,  or  fuchofthem  as 
of  the  faid  company  as  (hall  be  fo  the  faid  general  aflembly  fhal^ 
^lefted  or  deputed,  and  be  prefent  think  fit,  ihall  be  in  the  faid  gene- 
at  fuch  meeting  or  aflembly,  or  the  ral  court  and  aflembly,  to  be  held 
greatell  number  of  them,  whereof  from  that  day  or  tinie  newly  cho- 
the  governor  or  deputy-governor,  fen  for  the  year  enfuing,  bv  fuch 
and  fix  of  the  affiilants,  at  leaft,  to  greater  part' of  the  faid  company 
be  feven,  fliall  be  called  the  gene-  for  the  time  being,  then  and  there 
ral   aflembly,    and  ftiuU  have  full   prefent. 

power  and  authority  to  alter  and  And  if  the  goveruor,deputy-go- 
change  their  davs  and  times  of  vernor  and  affiftants,  by  thefe  pre- 
meeting  or  general  aflemblies,  for  fonts  appointed,  or  fuch  as  here- 
the  eleding  the  governor,  deputy-  after  be  newly  chofen  into  their 
governor,  and  affiftants,  or  other  rooms,  or  any  of  them,  oi:  finy  o- 
officers,  or  any  other  courts,  aflem-  ther  the  officers  to  be  appointed 
blies,  or  meetings,  and  to  chufe,  for  the  faid  company,  fhull  die, 
nominate,  and  appoint  fuch,  and  fo  dV  be  removed  from  his  or  their 
many  other  perfons  as  thej' (hall  feveral  of^ces  or  places  before  tlie 
think  fit,  and  ihall  be  willing  to  a-c-  faid  general  day  at  election,- (whom 
cept  the  fame,  to  l)e  free  ot  the  we  do  hereby  declare,  tor  any  mif- 
faid  company  and  body  politic,  demeanour  or  default,  to  be  re- 
and  them  imo  the  fame  to  admit,  moveable  by  the  governor,  affift- 
and  to  elect  and  conftitute  fuch  ants,  and  company,  or  fuch  grea- 
officers  as  they  Ihall  think  fit  and  ter  part  of  them,   in   any  of  the 


rcquifite   for  the  ordering,  mana-  faid  public  courts  to  be  aflembled, 
gmg,  and  difpliong  of  the  affairs  of  as  is  aforefaid)  tha* 
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colonies,  with  this  difference,  that  the  council  has, 
by  the  charter,  a  power  to  make  laws  for  the  good 
of  the  colony,  according  to  their  own  difcretion  i 
whereas  the  other  colonifts  are  bound  to  confine  all 
new  laws  to  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain.  This  is  a  power  granted  to  perfbns  living 
within  England,  to  rule  Britifh  fubjefts  at  difcretion, 
which  is  not  confiftent  with  either  the  charafter  of 
Englilhmen,nor  the  conftitution  of  England.  There  are 

^      three 

very  fuch  cafe,  it  fhall  and  may  be  the  faid  company,  (hall  ta^cetne  fai4 
lawful  to  and  for  the  governor,  de-  oath  before  one  or  more  of  the 
puty-governor,  and  airiilants,  and  maflevs  of  our  court  of  chancery, 
company  aforefaid,  or  fuch  greater  for  the  time  being;  unto  which 
part  ot  them  fo  to  be  aflembled,  inafter  of  chancery  we  do  by  thefe 
as  is  ^forefaid  in  any  of  their  af-  prefents,  give  full  power  and  au- 
femblies,  to  proceed  to  a  new  thority  to  adminifter  the  faid  oath 
ele£lion  of  one  or  more  of  their  to  the  faid  John  Winthrop  accord- 
company,  in  the  room  or  place,  ingly;  and  the  faid  John  Mafon, 
rooms  or  places,  of  fuch  governor,  who  is  herein  before  nominated 
deputy-governor,  afiiftant,  or  o-  aud  appointed  the  prefent  deputy- 
ther  officer  or  officers  fo  dying,  or  governor  of  the  faid  company,  fhall 
removed,  according  to  their  dif-  take  the  faid  oath  before  the  faid 
cretions.  Provided  alfo,  and  our  John  Winthrop,  »r  any  two  of  the 
will  and  pleafure  is.  That  as  affiftants  of  the  faid  company;  un- 
well fuch  as  are  by  thefe  prefents  to  whom  we  do,  by  thefe  prefents, 
appointed  to  be -the  prelent  go-  give  full  power  and  authority  to 
vernor,,  deputy  governor,  and  adminifter  the  faid  oath  to  the  faid 
affiflants  of  the  faid  company;  John  Mafon  accordingly;  and  the 
ss  thofe  that  fhall  fucceed  them,  faid  Samuel  Willis,  Henry  Clarke, 
and  all  other  officers  to  be  appoint-  lyiatthew  Allen,  Tliomas  Tappen, 
ed  and  chofen  as ,  aforefaid,^  fliall,  Nathaniel  Gould,  Richard  Treate, 
before  ihey;  unilert;^ke  the  cxecu-  Ilichaid  Lord,  Henry  Woolcor, 
tion  of  their  fiid  offices  and  places  JohnTalcott,  Daniel  Clarke,  John 
refpciftlvely,  take  their  feveral  and  Ogden,  and  Thomas  Welis,*who 
relpedtivc  corporal  oaths,,  for  tl^  are  herein  before  nominated  and 
due  and,  faithful  performance  of  appointed  the  prefent  affi hints  of 
their  duties  ih  the  feveral  offices  the  faid  compapy,  ffiall  take  the 
and  places,  before  fuch  p^rfon  or  path  before  the  iiiid  John  Win- 
perfoas  as  are,  by  thefe. prefents,  throp,  and  John  Mafcn,  or  one  of 
hereafter  appointed,  ilo,  take  and  them;  to.  whom  we  do  hereby  give 
receive  ttie  lame ;  that  is  to  fay,  full  power  and  authority  to  admi- 
The  faid  John  Winthrop,  who  is  niftcr  the  fame  accordingly.  And 
herein  bctbre  nominated  and  ap-  our  further  will  and  pleafure  is, 
pointed  the  prefent  governor  of  That ;U1  and  every  governqr,  or  de- 
puty 
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three  charters  which  were  granted  at  different  times 
by  King  James  the  firft  to  the  Virginia  company,  one 
to  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  Sir  George  Somers,  and  others, 
April  lo,  1606,  and  two  to  the  treafurer  and  com- 
pany for  Virginia,  the  one  dated  March  aj,  1609, 
and  the  other  March  12,  1711-12.  Thefe  being 
exceedingly  long  and  tedious,  ihall  be  given  at  the 
end  of  this  volume. 

Pennfylvania, 

puty-governor,  to  be  eleiled  and  jefts  and  ftrangers  as  Ihall  or  will 
chofen,  by  virtue  of  thefe  prefents,   willing  accompany  them,  in  and  to 
ftiall  take  the  faid  oath  before  two  their  faid  colony  and  plantation, 
or  more  of  the  affiftants  of  the  faid  except  fuch   perfon  or  perfons  as 
company,  for  the  time  being;  unto  are  or  (hall  be  herein  retrained  by 
whom  we  do  by  thefe  prefents,  give  us, our  heirs  and  I'ucceffors;  and  alio 
full  power  and  authority    to  give  to  (hip  and   tranfport  all,  and  all 
and  adminifter  it  accordingly.  And  manner  of  goods,  chatties,  nier- 
the  faid   affiftants,   and    every   of  chandizes,  and  other  things  what- 
them;  and  all  or  every  other  officer  focver,  that  are  or  (hall  be  lifeful 
or  officers  to  be  hereafter  chofen,  or  necelTary  for   the    inhabitants 
from  time  to  time,  to  take  the  faid  of  the  faid  [colony,  and  may  law - 
oath  before  the  governor  or  deputy-   fully  be  tranfported  thither;  never- 
governor,  for  the  time  being;  unto  thelefs  not  to  bedifcharged  of  pay- 
which   faid  governor,  we  do,  by   ment  to  us,  our  heirs  and    fuccef- 
thjefe  prefents  give  full  power  and  fors,   of  the  duties,  cuftoms  and 
authority  to  adminilier  the  fame  fubhdies,  which  are  or  ought  to  be 
accordingly.     And  further,  of  our  paid  or  payable  for  the  fame.  And 
ample  grace,   certain  knowledge,   turther,   our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
and  mere  motion,   we  have   given  and  we  do,  for  us  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
and  granted,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  celTors,  ordain,  declare,  and   grant 
for  us^our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  unto  the  faid  governor  and  compa- 
give  and  grant  unto  the  laid  gover-  ny,  and  their  fuccelTorSjthat  all  and 
and  company  of  the  Englilh  coIo-  every  the  fubjedts  of  us,  our  heirs 
jiy  of  Gonnedicut,  in  New-Eng-  and  fuccelTors,  which  (hall  goto  in- 
land, in  America,  and  to  every  in-  habit  within  the  faid  colony,  and 
habitant  there,,  and  to  every  perfon  every  of  their  children  which  (hall 
and  perfons  trading  thither,  or  are  happen  to  be  born  there,  or  on  the 
or  (hall  be  free  of  the  faid  colony,   fea  in  going  thither,  or  returning 
full    power.,  and  authority,    from  from  thence,  fliall  have  and  enjoy 
time  to  time  and  at  all  times  here-  all  liberties,    and    immuioitles   of 
after  to  take,  {hip,  tranfport,  and  free  and  natural  fubjccts  within  any 
carry  away,    for  and  towards  the  of  the  dominions  of  us,  our  heirs 
plantation  and  defence  of  the  faid  or  fucceffors,  to  all   intents,  con- 
colony,  fuch  of  our  loving  fub-  ftruftionsand  purpofeswhatfoever, 

as 
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Pennfylvania,  which  is  a  proprietary  colony,  was 
granted  to  the  proprietor,  William  Penn,  much  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  others  are  granted  to  the  proprie- 
tors and  poffefTors  thereof.  The  charter  gives  Sir  Wil- 
liam power  to  make  laws,  raife  money  by  the  con- 
fent  of  the  freemen  or  their  deputies,  to  appoint  judges 
and  officers  necefTary  for  the  probates  of  wills,  a, 
power  to  pardon  crimes,  except  murder  and  high 
treafon,  and  in  thefe  to  grant  reprieves.  Alfo  to  make 
any  laws  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England.     But 

in 

as  if  they  and  every  of  them  were  depnty-governof,   and  fix  of  the 
born  within  the  realm  of  England,   affiftants,  to  be  always  feven,  to  e- 
And  we  do  authorize  and  empower  led  and  make  fuch  judicatories  for 
the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  the  hearing  and  determining  of  all 
depury-govcrnor  for  the  time  be-  a6Hons,  caufcs,  matters,  and  things 
ing,  to  appoint  two  or  more  of  the  happening  within  the  faid  colony 
laid  affiftants,  at  any  of  their  courts   or  plantation,   and  which  {hall  be 
or  aflembiies  to  be  held  as  afore-  in  difpute  and  depending  there,  as 
laid,  to  have  power  and  authority   they  fhall  think  fit  and  convenient; 
toadminiUer  the  oath  of  fuprema-  and   alfo,    trom   time  to  time,  to 
cy  and  obedience  to  all  and  every  make,   ordain,    and   ertablifti,    all 
perfon  and  perfons,  which  fliall  at  manner  f>fwholefomc  and  reafon- 
any  time  or  times  hereatter  go  or  able  laws,  ftatutes,  ordinances,  and 
pais  into  the  faid  colony  of  Con-  direftions,    and    inftru<ftions,    not 
nefticut;  unto  which  faid  affiftants,   contrary  to  the  laws  of   England, 
fo  to  be  appointed  as  aforefaid,  we  as  well  for  futtling   the  forms  and 
do  by  thefe  prefents  give  lull  pow-  ceremonies  of  government  and  ma- 
er  and  authority  to  adminifter  the   giuracy,  fit  and   necellary  lor  the 
faid  oath  accordingly.  And  we  fur-  laid  plantation,  and  the  inhabitants 
ther,  of  our  cfpccial  grace,  certain  there,  as  lor  naming  and  fiiling  all 
knowledge,  a>.d  mere  motion,  give  forts  of  officers,  both  fuperior  and 
and  grant  unto  the  faid  governor  inferior,  which  they  ihall  find  need- 
and  company  or  the  Englifh  colo-   ful  for  the  government  andplanta- 
ry  of  Conneiflicut,  in  New-Eng-  tion  of  the  faid   colony,    and  the 
land,  in  America,  and  their  fuccef-  diftinguifliing  and  fetting   forth  of 
fors,  that  it  (hall  and  may  be  law-  the  feveral  duties,   powers  and  li- 
tul  to  and  for  the  governor,  or  de-   mits  of  every  fuch  ofiice  and  place,  * 
puty-governor  and  fuch  of  the  ai-   and  the  forms  of  fuch   oaths,  not 
iillauts  of  I  lie  laid  company  for  the  being  contrary  to  the  laws  and  fia- 
time  being,  aslhall  bcaflcmbled  in   tutes  of  this  our    realm   of  Eng- 
anvof  the  general  courts  aforefaid,   land,  to  be  adminiftered    for    the 
or  in  any  courts   to  be  efpecially  execution  of  the  faid  feveral  offices 
fummoned   or  aflembled  tor  that  and  places;  as  alfo  for  the  difpofing 
purpofc,  or  the    greater   part  of  and  ordering  of  the  election  of  fuch- 
them,  whereof  the  governor,  or  of  the  faid  ofiicers  as  are  tp  be  an- 
nually 
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in  doubtful  cafes,  the  fubjefls  were  allowed  to  appeajl 
to  the  King.  In  this  charter  there  is  a  particular  re- 
ferve  concerning  the  Britilh  parliament  with  regard  to 
taxations  this  power  of  parliament  is  expreffed  in  the 
charter;  for  it  is  faid  no  taxes  fhall  be  laid  upon  the 
inhabitants  but  by  a£b  of  afTembly  or  ad  of  parliament* 
Such  as  have  accepted  of  this  charter  ought  not  to 
complain  of  parliamentary  taxation,  unlefs  they  un- 
derftood  that  they  were  both  to  have  a  repreientatioa 
in  their  own  aJTemblies,  and  in  the  parliament  of  Bri- 
tain ;  which  it  is  manifeil  they  never  dreamed  of.  This 
fhews  us  that  the  far  greater  part  of  thofe  patent  pri- 
vileges are  imperfeft,  and  that  many  arguments  taken 
from  grants  are  in  the  nature  of  the  thing  inconcluiive 
in  point  of  juftice  and  natural  right. 

Mr.  Penn,  according  to  his  charter,  framed  a  fyflem 
of  government  for  the  ruling  the  province  of  Pennfyl- 
yania,  confiding  of  forty  articles,  which  both  fhew  his 
wifdom  and  juftice,  as  proprietor  of  that  province. 

The^ 

nually  cliofen,  and  of  fuch  others  whereby  our  fald  people,  Inhabi- 
as  are  to  be  annually  cholen,  and  tants  there,  may  be  lb  religioully, 
of  fuch  others  as  (hall  fucceed,  in  peaceably,  and  civilly  governed,  as 
cafe  of  death  or  removal,  and  ad-  their  good  life,  and  orderly  con- 
rninillering  the  faid  oath  to  the  verfation,  may  win  and  invite  the 
new  eleded  officers,  and  granting  natives  of  the  country  tothe  knovy- 
neceffary  commiffions,  and  for  im-  and  obedience  oi  the  only  true  God 
pofition  of  hiwful  fines,  mulds,  im-  and  Saviour  of  mankind,  and  the 
prifonments,  or  other  puniOiments  Chriftian  faith.  And  we  do  fur- 
upon  offenders  and  delinquents,  ac-  thcr,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccef- 
cording  to  the  courfe  of  other  cor-  fors,  give  and  grant  unto  the  i.ud 
povations  vv^ithin  this  our  kingdom  governor  and  company  and  their 
of  England  ;  and  the  fame  laws,  lucceflbrs,  by  thcfe  prefents,  that 
fines,  muld^s,  and  executions,  to  it  ftiall  and  may  be  lawtul  to  and 
alter,  change,  revoke,  ;mnul,  re-  for  the  chief  commanders,  gover- 
kafe,  or  pardon,  under  their  com-  nors  and  officers  of  the  laid  com- 
mon feal,  -45  by  the  faid  general  af-  pany  for  the  time  being,  who  fljall 
fembly,  or  major  part  of  them,  be  relident  in  the  parts  of  Ne^v- 
fhail  be  thought  fit ;  and  for  the  England  herein  atter  mentioned, 
directing,  ruling  and  difpofmg  of  and  others  inhabiting  there,  by 
all  other  matters  and  things,  their  leave,  admittance,  app)int- 
N  me'.rt. 
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The  preface  to  the  frame,  and  the  form  itfelf,  are  ex- 
prefled  as  follows : 

"  For  particular  frames  and  models,  it  will  become 
me  to  fay  little  j  and  comparatively  I  will  fay  nothing. 
My  reafons  are  :  Firft,  That  the  age  is  too  nice  and 
difficult  for  it  J  there  being  nothing  the  wits  of  men 
are  more  bufy  and  divided  upon.  'Tis  true,  they 
feem  to  agree  in  the  end,  to  wit,  happinefs  -,  but  in 
the  means  they  differ,  as  to  divine,  fo  alfo  to  this  hu- 
man felicity;  and  the  caufe  is  much  the  fame,  not  al- 
ways want  of  light  and  knowledge,  but  want  of  ufmg 
them  rightly.  Men  fide  with  their  pafTions  againft 
their  reafon,  and  their  finifter  interefts  have  fo  ftrong  a 
bias  upon  their  minds,  that  they  lean  to  them  againft 
the  good  of  the  things  they  know. 

«  Secondly,  I  do  not  find  a  model  in  the  world,  that 
time,  place,  and  fome  fingular  emergencies  have  not 
neceflarily  altered  ;  nor  is  it  eafy  to  frame  a  civil  go- 
vernment, that  Ihall  ferve  all  places  alike. 

Thirdly, 

nent,  or  dlreflion,  from  time  to  quire,  and  to  take  or  fnrprize,  by 

time,  and  all  times  hereaher,  for  all  ways  and  means  whatfoever,  all 

their  fpecial  defence  and  fafety,  to  and  every  fiich  perfon  or  perfons, 

alletrrble,   marftial,   array,  and  put  with  their  fliips,  armour,  amniuni- 

in  warlike  pofture,  the  inhabitants  tion,  and  other  goods,  of  fuch  as 

of  the  laid  colony,  and  to  commif-  fliall,  in  fuch  hoftile  manner,  in- 

ficnate,    empower  and   authorize  vade  or  attempt  the  defeating  of 

foch  perfon  or  perfons,  asthey  fhall  the  faid  plantation,  of  the  hurt  of 

think  fir,  to  lead  and  conduct  the  the  faid  company  and  Inhabitants, 

faid  inhiibitaats,  and  to  encounter,  and  upon  juft  caufes,  to  invade  or 

expulfe,  repel,  and  refift  by  force  dellroy  the  natives  or  other  ene- 

of  arms,  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land,   miesof  the  faid  colony.     Never- 

and  alfo  to  kill,  liny  and  deftroy,  thelefs  our  will  and  pleafure   is, 

by  all  fitting  ways,  enterprizes  and  and  we  do  hereby  declare  unto  all 

means  whatfoever,   all  and  every  Chriftian  kings,  princes  and  ftates, 

fiich  perfon  and  perfons  as  Ihall  at  and  if  any  perfons,    which   fhall 

any  tinie  hereafter  attempt  or  en-  hereafter  be  of  the  faid  company 

fcrprize  the  dertruftion,  invalion,  or  plantation,  or  any  other  by  ap- 

detrimentor  annoyance  of  the  faid  pointment  of  the  faid    governor 

inhabitants  and  plantations,  and  to  and  company,   for  the   time  be- 

ufc  and  exercifc  the  law  inartial  in  ing,  (hall  at  anyiimeer times  here- 

fucU  cafes  only  as occafionfiiall  re-  "  after 
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'thirdly,  I  know  what  is  did  by  the  feveral  admirers 
of  monarchy,  ariftocra^ry,  and  deWocracy,  which  are 
the  ruk  of  one^  a  few,  and  many  j  and  are  the  three 
common  ideas  df  government,  when  itien  difeoiirfe  oh 
that  fubjeft.  But  I  chufe  to  folve  the  cdntroverfy 
with  this  fmall  diftindtion,  and  it  belongs  to  all  three: 
Any  government  is  free  to  the  pdople  under  it  (what- 
ever be  the  frame)  where  the  laws  rule,  and  the  peo- 
ple are  a  party  to  thofe  laws  j  and  rftore  than  this  is 

tyranny,  aligarchy>  or  confufion. 

Vol.  I.  G  6  Bue 

aftcrroborfpoil,  by  feaorby  land,  cellors  in  that  behalf.  Provided 
and  do  any  hurt,  violence,  or  un-  alfo,  and  oitt  exprefs  will  and  plea- 
lawfiil  hoftility,  to  any  of  the  fiib-  fure  ij,  and  we  do,  by  thefe  pre- 
tedls  of  us,  ouf  heirs  or  fucceflbrs,  fehts  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccef- 
or  any  of  the  fubjeiS^s  of  any  pirince  fors,  ordain  and  appoint,  that  thefe 
or  date,  being  then  in  league  with  piefents  (hall  not,  in  any  rriannerj 
us,  our  heirs  or  fucceflbrs,  upon  hinder  any  of  our  loving  fubjedi 
complaintoffuch  injury  done  to  any  whatfoever  to  ufeand  exercife  the 
fuch  prince  or  llate,  or  their  fub-  trade  of  fifting,  upon  the  coaft  .of 
jeds,  we,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  New  England  in  America,  but 
will  inak^  open  proclamation  with-  they,and  every  or  any  of  them  {hall 
in  any  parts  of  our  realm  of  Eng-  have  full  arid  free  power  and  iiber- 
land,  fit  for  that  purpofe,  that  the  ty  to  continue  and  ufe  the  faid  trade 
perfon  or  perfohs  committing  any  of  fiihing  upon  the  faid  coaft,in  any 
fuch  robbery  or  fpoil  fhall,  within  of  the  feas  thereunto  adjoining,  or 
the  time  limited  by  fuch  procia-  any  arms  of  the  feas,  or  falt-watei* 
ination,  niake  full  reflitution  or  rivers,  where  they  have  been  ac- 
fatisfaftion  of  all  fuch  injuries  dohe  cutiomed  tofifli;  and  to  build  and 
or  Conlr.iitted  j  foas  the  faid  prince  fet  upon  the  waile  lands  belonging 
or  others  fo  complaining  may  be  to  the  faid  colony  of  Connedicut, 
fully  latisfieu  und  contented  r  Arid  fuch  wharfs,  ftages,  arid  work- 
if  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons,  who  houfes,  as  fhall  be  necefl'ary  for 
fhall  commit  any  fuch  robbery  or  the  faiting,  drying,  and  Ijeeping  of 
fpoil,  {hall  riot  make  fatisi.i6tionac-  thfeir  fifh,  to  be  taken  or  gotto'n 
cordingly,  within  fuch  tim^  fo  to  upon  that  coafl ;  any  thing  in  thefe: 
be  limited,  that  theri  it  {hall  nnd  prefents  contained  to  the  contrary 
niay  be  lawful  fof  us,  our  heirs  and  mtwithflanding.  And  know  ye 
fucceflbrs,  to  put  fii'ch  perfon  or  fut'ttker,  that  We,^  ot' our  more  a- 
perfons  out  ot^  our  allegiance  and  bundanf  §race,  certain  knowledge, 
protedion ;  and  that  it  fnall  and  and  mere  fnotlon,  liave  given, 
may  be  lawful  and  free  for  all  prin-  granredand  confirm'ed^uad  by  theie 
res  and  others  to  profecute  with  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
hoftilities  fuch  offenders,  and  every  ceflbrs,  do  give,  grant  and  confirm, 
of  them,  and  every  of  their  pro-  imto  the  faid  Governor  and  Com- 
ourers,  aiders,  abetters,  and  coun-  pnny,  and  their  fuGcelfors,  all  that 

prf 
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But  laftly,  when  all  is  faid,  there  is  hardly  one  frame 

of  governnaent  in  the  world  fo  ill  defigned  by  its  firft 

founders,  that  in  good   hands   would   not   do  well 

enough;  and  flory  tells  us,  the  beft  in  ill  ones  can  do 

nothing  that  is  great  or  good;  witnefs  the  Jewifh  and 

Roman  ftates.     Governments,  like  clocks,  go  from 

the  motion  men  give  them ;  and  as  governments  are 

made  and  moved  by  men,  lb  by  them  they  are  ruined 

too.     Wherefore  governments  rather  depend  upon 

men,  than  men  upon  governments.  Let  men  be  good 

and  the  government  can't  be  bad;  if  it  be  ill,  they 

will 

part  of  ourdbminions  In  NewEng-  Greenwich,  in  free  and  common 
Innd  in  America,  bounded  on  the  foccage,  and  not  in  capife,  not  by 
Eaft  by  the  Narraganlet  river,  knights  fervice;  yielding  and  pay- 
commonly  called  Narraganfet  bay,  ing  therefore  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
v/here  the  faid  river  falleth  into  the  fucceflors,  only  the  fifth  part  of  all 
fea,  and  on  the  north  by  the  line  the  ore  of  gold  and  lilver,  which 
of  the  Maflachvifett  niantation,and  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times 
on  the  fouth  by  the  fea,  and  in  Ion-  hereafter,  {hall  be  there  gotten, had 
pitude,  as  the  line  of  Maffachufets  or  obtained,  in  lieu  of  all  fervices, 
-colony  running  irom  eidt  to  weft  duties  and  demands  whatfoever,  to 
(that  is  to  fay)  from  the  faid  Nar-  be  to  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceflors, 
raganfctt  bj^y,  on  the  eaft  to  the  therefore  or  thereout  rendered, 
South  Sea,  on  the  well  ])arr,  with  made  or  paid.  And  laftly,  we  do 
the  iflands  thereunto  adjoining  to-  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors, 
{^ether  with  al  1  the  firm  lands, foils,  grant  to  the  faid  governor  and  com  - 
grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  wa-  pany  and  their  fuccelfors,  by  thefe 
tcrs,  filhings,  mince,  minerals,  pre-  prefents,  that  thefe  our  letters  p?t- 
cious  ftones,  quarries,  and  all  and  tents  fhall  be  firm,  good,  and  eftec- 
fingular  commodities,  jurifdi(i'tions,  tual  in  the  law,  to  all  intents,  con- 
royalties,  priviligc?,  franchifes,  ftru611ons  and  purpofes  whatfoever 
pre-eminences,  and  hereditaments  according  to  our  true  intent  and 
whatfoever,   within  the  faid  tratSf,  meaning  herein  before  declared,  as 


iinto-tlit?   faid  governor   and  coiii-  behoof  of  the  faid  governor  and 

-:;uy,  ilicir  fucceflors,  and  aligns,  company,  and  their  fucceflors,  al- 

torcver,    upon  truft  ynd   for  the  though  cxprefs  m.ention,  &c.     In 

iifer.nd  benefit  ot  themfelvcs,  and  witnefs,  he,  Witnefs  the  King,  at 

tlvcir  affocii^res',  freemen  of  the  faid  Wellminfter,  the  three  and  twen- , 

colony,  their  heirs  and  aillgns,-    to  tieth  day  of  April, 
be  holdcn  of  us,  cur  lieirs  and  fuc-  Par  Breve  dc  Prii-ate  Sigillo 

ceflivrs'^ '  as'  of  our  manor  of  Kail 
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will  cure  it.  But  if  men  be  bad,  let  the  government 
be  never  fo  good,  they  will  endeavour  to  warp  and 
fpoil  it  to  their  turn. 

I  know  fome  fay,  Let  us  have  good  laws,  and  no 
matter  for  the  men  who  execute  them  :  But  let  them 
confider.  That  though  good  laws  do  well,  good  men 
do  better :  For  good  laws  may  want  good  men,  and 
be  abolifhed  or  evaded  by  evil  men ;  but  good  men 
will  never  want  good  laws,  nor  fuffer  ill  ones.  'Tis 
true,  good  laws  have  fome  awe  upon  ill  minifters,  but 
that  is  where  they  have  no  power  to  efcape  or  abolilli 
them,  and  the  people  are  generally  wife  and  good : 
But  a  loofe  and  depraved  people  (which  is  to  the 
queftion)  love  laws  and  an  adminiftration  like  them- 
fclves.  That  therefore  which  makes  a  conflitution, 
mull  keep  it,  viz.  Men  of  wifdcm  and  virtue,  qualities, 
that  becaufe  they  defcend  not  with  wordly  inheri- 
tances, muft  be  carefully  propagated  by  a  virtuous 
education  of  youth ;  for  which  after  ages  will  owe 
more  to  the  care  and  prudence  of  founders  and  the 
fucceflive  magiftracy,  than  to  their  parents  for  their 
private  patrimonies. 

Thefe  confiderations  of  the  weight  of  government, 
and  the  nice  and  various  opinions  about  it,  made  it 
uneafy  to  .me  to  think  of  pubiifhing  the  enfuing  frame 
and  conditional  laws,  forefeeing,  both  the  cenfures 
they  will  meet  with  from  men  of  different  humours 
and  engagements,  and  the  occafion  they  may  give  of 
difcourfe  beyond  my  defign. 

But  next  to  the  power  of  neceiTity,  (which  is  a  foli- 
citor  that  will  take  no  denial),  this  induced  me  to  a 
compliance,  that  we  have  (with  reverence  to  God  and. 
good  confcience  to  men)  to  the  beft  of  our  fkill,  con- 
trived and  compofed  the  Frame  and  Laws  of  this  go- 
vernment, to  the  great  end  of  all  government,  viz.  To 
fupport  powefMn  reverence  with  the  people,  and  to 

O  o  2  fecure 
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fecure  the  people  from  the  abufe  of  powerj  th^t  they 
may  be  free  by  their  juft  obedience,  and  the  magif- 
trates  honourable  for  their  juft  adminiftration  :  For 
liberty  without  obedience  is  confufion,  and  obedience 
without  liberty  is  flavery.  To  carry  this  evenncfs  is 
partly  owing  to  the  conftitution,  and  partly  to  the 
magiftraey  :  Where  either  of  thefe  fail,  government 
will  be  fubjedt  to  convulfions ;  but  where  both  are 
wanting,  it  muft  be  totally  fubverted  :  Then  where 
both  meet,  the  government  is  like  to  endure.  Which 
I  humbly  pray,  and  hope  GOD  will  pleafe  to  make 
the  lot  of  this  of  Pennfylvania.     Amen. 

William  Penn, 

The  FRAME,   &c, 

"To  all  people  to  whom  thefe  prefents  Ihi^U  come. 
Whereas  King  Charles  the  fecond,  by  his  letters  pa- 
tents, under  the  great  feal  of  England,  for  tjie  confi- 
deration  therein  mentioned,  hath  been  gracioiifly  plea- 
fed  to  give  and  grant  unto  me  William  Penn  (by  the 
name  of  William  Penn,  Efq;  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Penn,  deceafed)  and  to  my  heirs  and  afiigns  for 
ever,  all  that  traft  of  land,  or  province,  called  Penn- 
fylvania, in  America,  with  divers  great  powers,  pre- 
eminencies,  royalties,  jui"ifdi<5liops,  and  authorities,  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  well-being  and  government  thereof: 
Now  know  ye,  That  for  the  well-being  and  govern- 
ment of  the  faid  province,  and  for  the  encouragement 
of  all  the  freemen  and  planters  that  may  be  therein, 
concerned,  in  purfuance  of  the  powers  afore-men- 
tioned, I  the  faid  William  Penn  have  declared,  grant- 
ed, and  confirmed,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  me,  my 
heirs  and  afTigns,  do  declare,  grant,  and  confirm  unto 
all  the  freemen,  planters  and  adventurers,  of,  in,  and 
to  the  faid  province,   thefe   liberties,  francliifes,    and 

properties. 


A.  D.  1771.  THE  WAR   IN  AMERICA.  sgs 

properties,  to  be  held,  enjoyed,  and  kept  by  the  free-'* 
men,  planters  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  province  of 
Pennfylvania  for  ever. 

Imprimis.  That  the  government  of  this  province 
fhall,  according  to  the  powers  of  the  patent,  confift 
of  the  governor  and  freemen  of  the  faid  province,  in 
form  of  a  provincial  council  and  general  affembly, 
by  whom  all  laws  fhall  be  made,  officers  chofen,  and 
public  affairs  tranfadled,  as  is  hereafter  refpedively. 
declared.     That  is  to  fay, 

II.  That  the  freemen  of  the  faid  province  Ihall  on 
(the  twentieth  day  of  the  twelfth  month,  which  (hall 
be  in  this  prefent  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  eighty 
and  two,  meet  and  affemble  in  fome  fit  place,  of  which 
timely  notice  fhall  be  beforehand  given  by  the  gover- 
nor or  his  deputy,  and  then  and  there  fliall  chufe  out- 
of  themfelves,  feventy-tv/o  perfons  of  moft  note  for 
their  wifdom,  virtue,  and  ability,  who  fhall  meet  on 
the  tenth  day  of  the  firfl  month  next  enfuing,  and  al- 
ways be  called  and  a<^  as  the  provincial  council  of  the 
faid  province. 

III.  That  at  the  firft  choice  of  fuch provincial  coun- 
cil, one  third  part  of  the  faid  provincial  council  fhall 
lb e  chofen  tp  ferve  for  three  years  then  next  enfuing,. 
one  third  part  for  two  years  then  next  enfuing,  and 
one  third  part  for  one  year  then  next  following  fuch 
eleclion,  and  no  longer  j  and  that  the  faid  third  part 
fhall  go  out  accordingly  j  and  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  the  twelfth  month  as  aforefaid,  yearly  for  ever  af- 
terward, the  freemen  in  the  faid  province  fhall  in  like 
manner  meet  and  affemble  together,  and  then  choofe 
twenty-four  perfons,  being  one  third  of  the  faid  num- 
ber, to  ferve  in  provincial  council  for  three  years  : 
It  being  intended,  that  one  third  part  of  the  whole 
provincial  council  (always  confifting,  and  to  confifl:  of 

feventy- 
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feventy-two  perfons,  as  aforefaid)  falling  off  yearly, 
it  fhall  be  yearly  fupplied  by  fuch  new  yearly  elec- 
tions, as  aforefaid  j  and  that  no  one  perfon  fhall  con- 
tinue therein  longer  tlian  three  years ;  and  in  cafe 
any  member  fhall  deceafe  before  the  laft:  eledlion  du- 
ring his  time,  that  then  at  the  next  eleftion  enfuing 
his  deceafe,  another  fhall  be  rhofen  to  fupply  his  place 
for  the  remaining  time  he  was  to  have  ferved,  and  no 
longer. 

IV.  That  after  the  firfi  feven  years,  every  one  of 
the  faid  third  parts  that  goeth  yearly  off,  fhall  be  in- 
capable of  being  chofen  again  for  one  whole  year  fol- 
lowing :  That  fo  all  may  be  fitted  for  government, 
and  have  experience  of  the  care  and  burden  of  it. 

V.  That  the  provincial  council  in  all  cafes  and  mat- 
ters of  moment,  as  their  arguing  upon  bills  to  be  paft 
into  laws,  erefling  courts  ofjuflice,  giving  judgment 
upon  criminals  impeached,  and  choice  of  officers,  in 
fuch  manner  as  is  herein  after  mentioned  ;  nor  lefs 
than  two  thirds  of  the  whole  provincial  council  fhall 
make  a  quorum  :  and  that  the  confent  and  approba- 
tion of  two-thirds  of  fuch  quorum  Hiall  be  had  in  all 
fuch  cafes  and  matters  of  moment.  And  moreover, 
that  in  all  cafes  and  matters  of  leffer  moment,  twenty- 
four  members  of  the  faid  provincial  council  fhall  rliake 
a  quorum,  the  majority  of  which  twenty-four  fhall 
and  may  always  determine  in  fuch  cafe  and  caufes  of 
leffer  moment. 

VI.  That  in  this  provincial  council  the  governor, 
or  his  deputy,  fhall  or  may  always  prefide,  and  have 
a  treble  voice  i  and  the  faid  provincial  council  fhall 
always  continue  and  fit  upon  its  own  adjournments 
and  committees. 

VII.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  fhall 
prepare  and  propofe  to  the  general  affembly  hereafter 

mentioned^ 
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mentioned,  all  bills,  which  they  fhall  at  any  time  think 
fit  to  be  pafled  into  laws  within  the  faid  province; 
which  bills  fhall  be  publiflied  and  affixed  to  the  mofl 
noted  places  in  the  inhabited  parts  thereof,  thirty 
days  before  the  meeting  of  the  general  affembly,  in 
order  to  the  paffing  them  into  laws,  or  rejefling  of 
them,  as  the  general  affembly  fhall  fee  meet. 
.  VIII.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  fliall 
take  care,  that  all  laws,  ftatutcs  and  ordinances,  which 
fhall  at  any  time  be  made  within  the  faid  province,  be 
duly  and  diligently  executed.  i 

IX.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  fliali 
at  all  times  have  the  care  of  the  peace  and  fafety  of 
the  province,  and  that  nothing  be  by  any  perfon  at-» 
tempted  to  the  fubverfion  of  this  frame  of  governr 
ment. 

X.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  Ihall 
at  all  times  fettle  and  order  the  fituation  of  all  cities, 
ports,  and  market-towns  in  every  county,  modelling 
therein  all  public  buildings,  flreets,  and  markets-places, 
and  fhall  appoint  all  neceffary  roads  and  highways  in 
the  province. 

XI.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  lhal| 
at  all  times  have  power  to  infped  the  management 
of  the  public  treafury,  and  punifh  thofe  who  fhall  con- 
vert any  part  thereof  to  any  other  ufe,  than  what  hath 
been  agreed  upon  by  the  governor,  provincial  coun- 
cil, and  general  afTembly. 

XII.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  fliall 
eredl  and  order  all  public  fchools,  and  encourage  and 
reward  the  authors  of  ufeful  fciences  and  laudable  in- 
ventions in  the  faid. province. 

XIII.  That  for  the  better  management  of  the  pov/ers 
and  truft  aforefaid,  the  provincial  council  Ihall  from 
time  to  time  divide  itfclf  into  four  diftinft  and  proper 

comraittcet^, 
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committees,  for  tlie  more  eafy  admittiftration  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  province,  which  divides  the  fevemy-two 
into  four  cighteens,  every  one  of  which  eighteen? 
Ihall  confift  of  fix  out  of  each  of  the  three  orders  or 
yeaily  cleftions,  each  of  which  fhall  haveat  diftinft  por- 
tion of  bufinefs,  as  followeth:  Firft,  a  committee  of 
plantations,  to  fituate  and  fettle  cities,  ports,  ind  mar- 
ket towns^  and  highways,  and  to  hear  and  decide  all 
fuics  and  controverfies  relating  to  plantations.  Se- 
condly, a  committee  of  juftice  and  fafety,  to  fecure 
the  peace  or  the  province,  arid  punifh  the  mal-admi- 
niftration,  of  thofe  who  fubvert  juftice  to  the  pteju- 
dice  of  the  public  or  private  intereft.  Thirdly,  a 
committee  of  trade  and  treafury^  who  fhall  regulate 
all  trade  and  commerce  according  to  law,  encourage 
manufafture  and  country-growth,  and  defray  the  pub- 
lic charge  of  the  province.  And  fourthly,  a  com- 
mittee of  manners,  education,  andarts,  that  ail  wick- 
ed and  fcandalous  lying  may  be  prevented,  and  that 
youth  may  be  fuccefTively  trained  up  in  virtue  and  ufe- 
ful  knowledge  and  arts:  The  quorum  of  each  of 
which  committees  being  fix,  that  is,  two  out  of  each 
of  the  three  orders  or  yearly  eleftions,  as  aforefaid, 
make  a  conflant  and  ftanding  council  of  twenty-four 
which  will  have  the  power  of  the  provincial  council, 
being  the  quorum  of  it,  in  all  cafes  ftot  excepted  irt 
the  fifth  article;  and  in  thefaid  committees  and  ftand- 
ing council  of  the  province,  the  governor  or  his  de- 
puty ftiall  or  may  prefide  as  aforefaid;  and  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  governor  or  his  deputy,  if  no  one  is  by 
either  of  them  appointed,  the  faid  committees  or  coun- 
cil Ihall  appoint  a  prefident  for  that  time,  and  not 
othervvife;  and  wharfliall  be  refolved  at  fuch  commit- 
tees, ftiall  be  reported  to  the  faid  council  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  fliall  be  by  them  refolved  and  confirmed 

before 
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before  the  fame  fhall  be  put  in  execution;  and  that 
thefe  refpeftive  committees  fhall  not  fit  at  one  and  the 
fame  time,  except  in  cafes  of  necefiity. 

XIV.  ^  And  to  the  end  that  all  laws  prepared  by  the 
governor  and  provincial  council  aforefaid>  may  yet  have 
the  more  full  coricurrence  of  the  freemen  of  the  pro- 
vince, it  is  declared,  granted,  and  confirmed,  That  at 
the  time  and  place  or  places  for  tHe  choice  of  aprovin- 
cial  council  as  aforefaid^  the  faid  freemen  fhall  yearly 
chule  members  to  ferve  in  a  general  afTembly  as  their 
reprelentatives,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  perfons, 
who  111  all  yearly  mefetfrom  the  twentieth  day  of  the 
fecond  month,  which  fliall  be  in  the  year  one  rhou-^ 
fand  fix  hundred  eighty  and  three  following,  in  the 
capital  town  or  city  of  the  faid  province,  which  du- 
ring eight  days  the  feveral  members  may  freely  con- 
fer with  one  another;  and,  if  any  of  them  fee  meet 
with  a  committee  of  the  provincial  council  (confiding 
of  three  out  of  each  of  the  four  committees  aforefaid^ 
being  twelve  in  all)  which  fhall  be  at  that  time,  pur- 
pofcly  appointed  to  receive  from  any  of  them  propo- 
fals  for  the  alteration  or  amendment  of  any  of  the 
faid  propofed  and  promulgated  bills:  And  on  the 
ninth  day  from  their  fo  meeting,  the  faid  general  af- 
fembly,  after  reading  over  the  propofed  bills  by  the 
clerk  of  the  provincial  council,  and  the  occafions  and 
motives  for  them  being  opened  by  the  governor  or 
his  deputy,  fhall  give  their  affirma;tive  or  negative, 
which  to  them  feemeth  bell,  in  fuch  manner  as  here- 
iri  after  is  exprefled.  But  no  lefs  than  two- thirds 
fhall  make  a  quorum  in  the  paffing  of  lav\^s,  and  choic^ 
of  fuch  ojfHcers  as  are  by  them  to  be  chofen. 

XV.  That  the  laws  (o  prepared  and  propofed  as 
aforefaid,  that  are  affcnted  to  by  the  general  afFemblV' 
fhall  be  enrolled  as  the^laws  of't'he  province,  with  this 
Vol.  I;  P  p  '  '        mti 
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ftilej  By  the  governor,  with  the  confent  and  approba- 
tion of  the  freemen  in  provincial  council  and  general 

affembly. 

XVI.  That,  for  the  better  eftablifliment  of  the  go- 
vernment and  laws  of  this  province,  and  to  the  end 
there  may  be  an  univerfal  fatisfaclion  in  the  laying  of 
the  fundamentals  thereof;  the  general  aflembly  fhall, 
or  may  for  the  firft  year,  confift  of  all  the  freemen  of 
and  in  the  faid  province,  and  ever  after  it  fhall  be 
yearly  chofen  as  aforefaid  ;  which  number  of  two 
hundred  fliall  be  enlarged  as  the  country  fliall  encreafe 
in  people,  lo  as  it  do  not  exceed  five  hundred  at  any 
time:  The  appointment  and  proportioning  of  which, 
as  alfo  the  laying  and  methodizing  of  the  choice  of  the 
provincial  council  and  general  aflembly  in  future  times, 
mod  equally  to  the  divifions  of  the  hundreds  and  coun- 
ties, which  the  country  fhall  hereafter  be  divided  in- 
to, fhall  be  in  the  power  of  the  provincial  council  to 
propofe,  and  the  general  affembly  to  refolve. 

XVII.  That  the  governor  and  the  provincial  coun- 
cil  fhall  ercft  from  time  to  time  {landing  courts  ofju- 
llice,  in  fuch  places  and  number  as  they  fliall  judge 
convenient  for  the  good  government  of  the  faid  pro- 
vince. And  that  the  provincial  council  fhall  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  the  firfl  month  yearly,  eled  and 
prefent  to  the  governor  or  his  deputy,  a  double  num- 
ber of  perfons,  to  fcrvc  for  judges,  treafurers,  ma- 
ilers of  rolls,  within  the  iaid  province  for  the  year 
next  enfiiing;  and  the  freemen  of  the  faid  province 
in  the  county- courts,  when  they  fliall  be  ereded,  and 
till  then  in  the  general  affembly,  fliall  on  the  three  and 
twentieth  day  of  the  fecond  month  yearly  eled  and 
prefent  to  the  governor  or  his  deputy,  a  double  num- 
ber of  perfons  to  fcrve  for  flieriffs,  juflices  of  the 
peace,  and  coroners,  for  the  year  next  cnfuingj  out 

of 
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of  which  refpeftive  eleftions  and  prefcntments,  the 
governor  or  his  deputy  fhall  nominate  and  commif- 
fionate  the  proper  number  for  each  office  the  third 
day  after  the  faid  prefentmentsj  or  elfe  the  firfl: 
named  in  fuch  prefentmentfor  each  office,  fhall  (land  " 
and  ferve  for  that  office  the  year  enfuing. 

XVIII-  But  forafmuch  as  the  prefent   condition  of 
the  province  requires  fome  immediate  rettlement,  and 
admits  not   of  fo  quick  a  revolution  of  officers  j  and  to 
the  end  the  faid  province  may,  with    ail   convenient 
fpeed,  be  well  ordered  and  fettled,    I  William   Penn 
40  therefore  think  fie  to  nominate  and  appoint  fuch 
perfons  forjudges,  treafurers,   Mifters   of  the    rolls, 
iheriffs,  juftices  of  the  peace,    and  coroners,    as  are 
moft  fitly  qualified  for  thofe  employments;  to  whom 
i  ffiall  make  and  grant  commiffions  for  the  faid  offi- 
cers, refpe£bively,  to  hold  to  them  to  whom  the   fame 
ffiall  be  granted,  for  fo  long  time  as  every  fuch  per- 
fon  ffiall  well  behave  himfelf  in  the  office  or  place  to 
him  refpedively,  granted,  and  ho  longer.     And  upon 
the  deceafe  or  difplacing  of  any  of  the  faid  officers, 
the  fucceeding  officer  or  officers  ffiall  be    chofen  as  a 
forefaid. 

XIX.     That  the  o-eneral  afTembly  ffiall  continue  fo 
long  as  may  be  needful  to  impeach  criminals  fit  to  be 
there  impeached,  to  pafs  bills  into  laws,  that  they  ffiall 
think  fit  to  pafs  into  laws,  and  till  fuch  time  as  the  go- 
vernor and  provincial  council  ffiaall  declare  that  they 
have  nothing  further  to  propofe  unto  them  for  their 
affent  and  approbation:  and  that  declaration  ffiall  be 
a  diimifs  to  the  general  afTembly  for  that  timej  wdiich 
general  afTembly  ffiall  be  notv/ithftanding  capable  of 
afTembling  together  upon  the  fummonsof  the  provin- 
cial council,  at  any  time  during  that  year,  if  the  faid  pro- 
vincial councilffiallfeeoccafion  for  their  fo  afTembling 
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XX.  That  all  the  eled-ions  of  members  or  repre- 
fentativesof  the  people  to  lerve  in  provincial  council 
and  general  aflembly,  and  all  queftions  to  be  4eter- 
mined  by  both  or  either  of  them,  that  relate  to 
pairing  of  bills  into  laws,  to  the  choice  of  officers 
to  impeachments  made  by  the  general  aflTcmbly,  and 
judgment  of  criminals  upon  fuch  impeachments  by 
the  provincial  council,  and  to  all  other  cafes  by  them 
refpedively  judged  of  importance,  fhall  be  refolved 
and  determined  by  the  ballot j  and  ijnlefs  on  fudden 
^nd  indifpenfible  occafions,  on  bufmefs  in  provincial 
council,  or  its  refpedlive  committees,  fhall  be  finally 
determined  the  fame  day  that  it  is  moved. 

XXI.     That  at  all  times,  when,  and  fo  often  as  it 
fhall  happen  that  the  governor  fhall  or  may  be  an  in- 
fant under  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years,  and   no 
guardians  or  commiflioners  are  appointed  in  writing 
by  the  father  of  the  laid  infant,  or  that  fuch  guardians 
or  commilTioners  fliall  be  deceafed^   that  during  fuch 
minority,  the  provincial  councilihall  from  time  to  time, 
as  they  fhall  fee  meet,   conititute  and   appoint  guar- 
dians or  commifTioners,  not  exceeding  threej  one  of 
v/hich  three  Hiall  prefide  as  deputy  and  chief  guardian, 
during  fuch  minority,  and  fliall  have,  and  execute, 
with  the  confent  of  the  other  two,  all  the  power  of  a 
governor,  in  all  the  public  affairs  and  concerns  of  the 
faid  province.      • 

'  XXII.  That  as  often  as  any  day  of  the  month  men- 
tioned in  any  article  of  the  charter,  fliall  fall  upon  the 
tirli  day  of  the  wt-ek,  Commonly  called  the  Lord's 
day,  the  biifirlefs'  appointed  for  that  day  fhall  be  de- 
fercd  till  the  next  day, 'unlefs  in  cafe  of  emergency. 

XXIII.  That  no  aft,  la\\^,  or  ordinance  whatfoever, 
(hall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  made  or  done  by  the  go- 
vernor of  this  province,  his  heirs  or  afTigns,  or  by  the 

freemen 
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freemen  in  the  provincial  council,  or  the  general  af- 
fembly,  to  alter,  change  or  diminifh  the  form  or  effed 
of  this  charter,  or  any  part  or  claufe  thereof,  v/ithout 
the  confent  of  the  governor,  his  heirs  or  afligns,  and 
fix.  parts  of  feven  of  the  faid  freemen  in  provincial 
council  and  general  affembly. 

XXIV.  And  laftly,  that  J[  the  faid  William  Penn, 
for  myfelf,  my  heirs  and  afligns,  have  folemnly  declar- 
ed, granted,  and  confirmed,  and  do  hereby  folemnly 
declare,  grant,  and  confirm.  That  neither  I,  my  ^ 
heirs  nor  afligns,  Ihall  procure  or  do  any  thing  or 
things,  whereby  the  liberties  in  this  charter  contain- 
ed and  expreflfed  fhall  be  infringed  or  broken;  and  if 
any  thing  be  procured  by  any  perfon  or  perfons  con- 
trary to  thefe  premifes,  it  fhall  be  held  of  no  force  or 
effed.  In  witnefs,  whereof,  I  the  faid  William  Penn 
have  unto  this  prefent  charter  of  liberties  fet  my  hand 
and  broad  feal,  this  five  and  twentieth  day  of  the  fe- 
cond  month,  vulgarly  called  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty- two. 

William  Penn. 
The  following  L^wj  were  agreed  upon  in  England,  ^'c. 
"  I.  That  the  charter  of  liberties,  declared,  granted, 
and  confirmed  the  five  and  twentieth  day  of  the  fecond 
month  called  April,  1682,  before  divers  witneflTes,  by 
William  Penn,  governor  and  chief  proprietor  of  Pen- 
fylvania,  to  all  the  freemen  and  planters  of  the  faid 
province;  is  hereby  declared  and  approved,  and  fhall 
be  for  ever  held  for  fundamental  in  the  government 
thereof,  according  to  the  limitations  mentioned  in  the 

faid  charter.  • 

II.  That  every  inhabitant  in  the  faid  province,  that 

is  or  fhall  be  apurchafer  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land, 
or  upwards,  his  heirs  and   aflTigns,   and  every   perfon 

Vv'ho 
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who  fhail  have  paid  his  pafi'agc,  and  taken  up  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  at  one  penny  an  acre,  and  have 
cultivated  ten  acres  thereof  j  and  every  perfon  that 
Jiath  been  a  fervant  or  bondfman,  and  is  free  by  his 
iervice,  that  hath  taken  up  his  fifty  acres  of  land, 
and  cultivated  twenty  thereof  j  and  every  inhabitant, 
artificer,  or  other  refident  in  the  fiid  province  ;  And 
pays  fcot  and  lot  to  the  government,  fliall  be  deemed 
and  accounted  a  freeman  of  the  faid  province  :  And 
every  fuch  perfon  fhall  and  may  be  c^pabk  of  ele<5l^ 
ing,  or  being  eledled  reprefentatives  of  the  people  in 
provincial  council  or  general  affembly  in  the  faid  pro- 
vince. 

III.  That  all  elections  of  members,  or  reprefenta- 
tives of  tJie  people  and  freemen  of  the  province  of 
Penfyivania,  to  ferve  in  provincial  council  or  general 
affembly  to  be  held  within  the  faid  province,  fhall  be 
free  and  voluntary:  And  that  the  eledor,  that  fhall 
receive  any  reward  or  gifc,  in  meat,  drink,  monies,  or 
otherwife,  lliali  forfeit  his  right  to  eleft;  and  llich 
perfon  as  fliall  diredly  or  indireftly,  give,  promife,  or 
beltow  any  fuch  rewards  as  aforefaidj  to  be  elefted 
fhall  forfeit  his  eledion,  and  be  thereby  incapable  to 
ferve  as  aforefaid  ;  and  the  provincial  council  and  ge- 
neral affembly  fliajl  be  the  forjudges  of  the  regula- 
nty  or  irregularity  of  the  eledions  of  their  own  re- 
fpeftivc  members. 

IV.  That  no  money  or  goods  lliail  be  raifed  upon 
or  paid  by  any  of  the  people  of  this  province  by  way 
of  public  tax,  cuflom,  or  contribution,  but  by  a  law 
^orthatpurpofemadei  and  whofoever  fhall  levy,  col- 
lect or  pay  any  money  or  goods  contrary  thereunto, 
Ihall  be  held  a  public  enemv  to  the  province,  and  a 
betrayer  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  thereof 

V.  That 
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V.  That  all  courts  lliall  be  open,  and  juftice  Ihal! 
neither  be  fold,  denied,  nor  delayed. 

VI.  That  in  all  courts,  all  perfons  of  aliperfuafions 
may  freely  appear  in  their  own  way,  and  according  to 
their  own  manner,  and  there  perfonally  plead  their 
own  caufe  themielvesj  or  if  unable,  by  their  friend: 
And  the  firft  procefs  fhail  be  the  exhibition  ofthe  com- 
plaint in  coarts,  fourteen  days  before  the  trial;  and 
that  the  party  complained  againft  may  be  fitted  for 
the  fame,  he  or  ilie  fliall  be  fummoned,  no  lefs  than 
ten  days  before,  and  acoppy  of  the  complaint  deliver- 
ed him  or  her,  at  bis  or  her  dwelling-houfe.  But  be- 
fore the  complaint  of  any  perfon  be  received,  he  fhall 
folemnly  declare  in  court,  chat  he  believes  in  his  con- 
cienx;e  his  caufe  isjuil. 

VII.  That  ail  pleadings,  procelTes,  and  records  in 
court  fhall  be  fhort,  and  in  Englifh,  and  in  an  ordina- 
nary  and  plain  character,  that  they  may  be  underftood, 
and  ]uftice  fpeedily  adminiftered. 

VIII.  That  all  trials  fhail  be  by  twelve  men,  and  as 
near  as  may  be,  peers  or  equals,  and  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  men  without  juft  exception  3  in  cafes  of 
life  there  Ihali  be  firfl  tv/enty-four  returned  by  the 
iheriffs  for  a  grand  inqueit,  of  whom  twelve  at  leafl 
fhall  find  the  complaint  to  be  true;  and  then  the 
twelve  men,  or  peers,  to  be  likewife  returned  by  the 
IherifF,  fhall  have  the  fipal  judgm.ent.  But  reafonablc 
challenges  fliall  always  be  admitted  againil  the  Dvelve 
men,  or  any  of  them. 

IX.  That  ail  fees  in  ail  cafes  fhall  be  moderate,  and 
fettled  by  the  provincial  council  and  general  affembly, 
and  be  hung  up  in  a  nbie  in  every  refpeClive  court; 
and  whofoevcr  ihail  be  convided  of  taking  miOre,  fhall 
pay  two -fold,  and  be  difmiifed  his  employ^ment,  One 
moiety  of  which  Ihall  go  to  the  partv  wronged. 

X,  That 
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X.  That  all  prifons  Ihall  be  work-houfes  for   felons, 
vagrants,  and  loofe  and   idle  perfonsj  whereof   one  ' 
fhall  be  in  every  country. 

XL  That  all  prifoners  Ihall  be  bailable  by  fufRcient 
fureties,  unlefs  for  capital  offences,  where  the  proof 
is  evident,  or  the  prefumption  great. 

XII.  That  all  perfons  wrongfully  imprilbned  or  pro- 
fecuted  at  law,  fhall  have  double  damages  againfl  the 
informer  or  profecuter. 

XXIII.  That  all  prifons  fhall  be  free,  as  to  fees  foodj 
and  lodging. 

XIV.  That  all  lands  and  goods  fhall  be  liable  to  pay 
debts,  except  where  there  is  legal  iffue,  and  then  all 
the  goods,  and  one  third  of  the  land  only. 

XV.  That  all  wills  in  writing  attefted  by  two  wit- 
neffes,  fhall  be  of  the  fame  force,  as  to  lands,  as  other 
conveyances,  being  leagally  proved  within  forty  days, 
either  within  or  without  the  faid  province. 

XVI.  That  feven  years  quiet  pofTeffion  fhall  give  an 
unqueftionable  right,. except  in  cafes  of  infants,  luna- 
ticks,  married  women,  or  perfons  beyond  feas. 

XVII.  That  all  briberies  and  extortions  whatfo- 
ever,  fhall  be  feverely  punifhed. 

XVIII.  That  all  fines  fhall  be  moderate,  and  faving 
men's  contentments,  merchandife,  or  wainage. 

XIX.  That  all  manages  (not  forbidden  by  the  law 
of  God,  as  to  ncarnefs  of  blood  and  affinity  by  mar- 
riage) fliall  be  encouraged;  but  the  parents  or  guar- 
dians Ihall  be  firfl  confulted,  and  the  marriage  fhall  be 
publifhed  before  it  be  folmnized;  and  it  fhall  be  fo- 
lemnized  by  taking  one  another  as  hufband  and  wife, 
before  credible  witnefTes,  and  a  certificate  of  thel  • 
whole,  under  the  hands  of  parties  and  witnefTes  fhall 
be  brought  to  the  proper  regifler  of  that  county,  and 
fliall  be  regiflered  in  his  office* 

XX 
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XX.  And  to  prevent  frauds  and  vexatious  fuits 
within  the  faid  province,  that  all  charters,  gifts,  grants, 
and  conveyances  of  land^  (except  leafes  for  a  year 
or  under)  and  all  bills,  bonds,  and  fpecialties  above 
five  pounds,  and  not  under  three  months,  made  in  the 
faid  province,  fhall  be  enrolled  or  regiftered  in  the 
public  enrollment-office  of  the  faid  province,  within 
the  fpace  o(  two  months  next  after  the  making  thereof, 
elfe  to  be  void  in  law.  And  all  deeds,  grants,  and 
conveyances  of  land,  (except  as  afdrefaid)  within  the 
faid  province^  and  made  out  of  the  faid  province,  lliall 
be  enrolled  or  regiftered  as  aforefaid,  within  fix 
months  next  after  the  making  thereof,  and  fettling  and 
conftituting  an  enrollment  office  or  regiftry  within  the 
faid  province,  elfe  to  be  void  in  law  againft  all  perfonS 
whatfoever. 

XXI.  That  all  defacers  or  corrupters  of  charters, 
gifts,  grants,  bonds,  bills,  wills,  contrads,  and  con- 
veyances, or  that  lliall  deface  or  falfify  any  enrollment^ 
regiftry  or  record  within  this  province,  Ihall  make 
double  fatisfaflion  for  the  fame  ;  half  whereof  fhstll  go 
to  the  party  wronged,  and  they  ftiall  be  difmiffed  of 
all  places  oftruft,  and  be  publicly  difgraced  as  falfe 
men. 

XXII.  That  there  Ihall  be  a  reglller  for  births, 
marriages,  burials,  wills,  and  letters  of  adminiftratioui 
diftindl  from  the  other  regiftry. 

XXIII.  That  there  ftiall  be  a  regifter  for  all  fer- 
vants,  where' their  names,  time,  wages,  and  days  of 
payment  ftiall  be  regiftered. 

XXIV.  That  all  lands  and  goods  of  felons  ftiall  be  li- 
able to  make  fatisfadiion  to  the  party  wronged  twice 
the  value  j  and  for  want  of  lands  or  goods,  the  felons 
ftiall  be  bondmen  to  work  in  the  common  prifon  or 
workhoufe,  or  othcrwife,  till  the  party  be  fatisfied 
Vol.    I.  CLq  XXV. 
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XXV.  That  the  eftates  of  capital  offenders,  as  trai- 
tors and  murderers,  fhall  go  one  third  to  the  next  of 
kin  to  the  fufferer,  and  the  remainder  to  the  next  of 
kin  to  theciminal. 

XXVI.  That  all  witnelTes,  coming  or  called  to  tef- 
tifv  their  knowledge  in  or  to  any  matter  or  thing  in 
any  court,  or  before  any  lawful  authority  within  the 
faid  province,  ihall  there  give  or  deliver  in  their 
evidence  or  teftimony  by  folemnly  promifing  to  fpeak 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth,  to  the  matter  or  thing  in  queftion.  And  in 
cafe  any  perfon  fo  called  to  evidence,  fhall  be  convict- 
ed of  wilful  falfhood,  fuch  perfon  Ihall  undergo  fuch 
damage  or  penalty,  as  the  perfon  or  perfons  againfl: 
whom  he  or  Ihe  bore  witnefs,  didorfhould  undergo  j 
and  fhall  alfo  make  fatisfadlion  to  the  party  wronged, 
and  be  publicly  expofed  as  a  falfe  witnefs,  never  to  be 
credited  in  any  court,  or  before  any  magiftrate  in  the 
faid  province. 

XXVII.  And  to  the  end  that  all  oihcers  chofento 
ferve  within  this  province,  may  with  more  care  and 
diligence  anfwer  tiie  trufl:  repofed  in  them,  it  is 
agreed,  that  no  fuch  perfon  fliall  enjoy  more  than  one 
public  ofhce  at  one  time. 

XXVIII.  That  all  children  within  this  province  of 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  fliall  be  caught  feme  ufeful 
trade  or  fkill,  to  the  end  none  may  be  idle,  but  the 
poor  may  work  to  livej  and  the  rich  if  they  become 
poor,  may  not  want. 

'  XXIX.  That  fervants  be  not  kept  longer  than  their 
time,  and  fuch  as  are  careful,  be  both  jurtly  and  kindly 
ufed  in  their  fervice,  and  put  in  fitting  equipage  at  the 
expiration  thereof,  according  to  cudom. 

XXX.  That  all  fcandalous  and  malicious  reporters, 
backbiters,  defamers,    and  fpreaders  of  falfe  news, 

whether 
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whether  againft  magiftr^tes  or  private  perfons,  fliall 
be  accordingly  feverely  punifhed,  as  enemies  to  the 
peace  and  concord  of  this  province. 

XXXI.  That  for  the  encouragement  of  the  planters 
and  traders  in  this  province,  who  are  incorporated  in- 
to a  fociety,  the  patent  granted  to  them  by  William 
Penn,  governor  of  the  faid  province,  is  hereby  ratified 
and  confirmed, 

XXXII.  —  


XXXIII.  That  all  faftors  or  correfpondents  in  the 
faid  province,  wronging  their  employers,  fhall  make 
fatisfaftion  and  one  third  over,  to  their  faid  employ- 
ers :  And  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  any  fuch  faftor  or 
correfpondent,  the  committee  of  trade  fhall  take  care 
to  fecure  fo  much  of  the  deceafed  party's  eftate,  as 
belongs  to  his  faid  refpe6live  employers. 

XXXIV.  That  all  treafurers,  judges,  maflers  of  th^ 
rolls,  Iheriff?,  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  other  officers 
and  perfons  whatfoever,  relating  to  courts  or  trials  of 
caufes,  or  any  other  fervice  in  the  government  j  and 
ail  members  elected  to  ferve  in  provincial  council  and 
general  affembly,  and  all  that  have  a  right  to  eled  fuch 
members,  fhall  be  fuch  as  profefs  faith  in  Jefus  Chrifl, 
and  that  are  not  convifted  of  ill  fame,  or  unfober  and 
difhonefl  converfation,  and  taut  areof/w^;z/y-(>;/^  years 
of  age  at  lead;  and  that  all  fuch  fo  qualified,  fhall  be 
capable  of  the  faid  feveral  employments  and  privileges 
as  aforefaid. 

XXXV.  That  all  perfons  living  in  this  province, 
who  profefs  and  acknowlege  the  one  Almighty  and 
eternal  God,  to  be  the  Creator,  Upholder,  and  Ruler, 
pf  the  world;  and  that  hold  themfelves  obliged  in 
^onfcience  to  live  peaceably  and  juftly  in-civil  fociety, 

CLq  2  fhall 
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Ihall  in  no  ways  be  molefted  or  prejudiced  for  their  re- 
ligious perfuafion  or  pradice  in  matters  of  faith  and 
worfhip,  nor  fhall  they  be  compelled  at  any  tinnc  to 
frequent  or  maintain  any  religious  worfliip,  place  or 
miniftry  whatever. 

XXXVI.  That  according  to  the  good  example  of 
the  primitive  Chriftians,  and  the  eafe  of  the  creation 
every  frji  day  of  the  week,  called  the  Lord's  day, 
people  fhall  abftait^  from  their  common  daily  labour, 
that  they  may  the  better  difpofe  themfelves  to  worfhip 
God  according  to  their  underftand^ngs. 

XXXVII.  That  as  a carelefs  and  corrupt  adminiflra- 
tion  of  juftice  draws  the  wrath  of  God  upon  magi- 
flrates,  fo  the  wildnefs  and  loofenefs  of  the  people 
provokes  the  indignation  of  God  againft  a  country: 
Therefore,  That  all  offences  againfl  God,  as  fwearing, 
curfing,  lying,  prophane  talking,  drunkennefs,  drink- 
ing of  healths,  obfcene  words,  incefl,  fodomy,  rapes, 
whoredom,  fornication,  and  other  uncleannefs,  (nottq 
beiepeated)  all  treafons,  mifprifions,  murders,  duels, 
felony,  fedition,  maims,  forcible  entries,  and  other 
violences,  to  the  perfons  and  eftates  of  the  inhabitants 
within  this  province;  all  prizes,  ftage-plays,  cards, 
dice.  May-games,  gamefters,  mafques,  revels,  bull- 
baitings,  cock-fightings,  bear-baitings,  and  the  like, 
which  excite  the  people  to  rudenefs,  cruelty,  loofe- 
nefs and  irreligion,  fhall  be  refpeftively  difcouraged, 
and  feverely  punifhed,  according  to  the  appointment 
of  the  governor  and  freemen  in  provincial  council  and 
general  affemblyj  as  alfo  all  proceedings  contrary  to 
thefe  laws,  f  hat  are  not  here  exprefly  made  penal. 

XXXVIII.  That  a  copy  of  thefe  laws  fhall  be  hung 
up  in  the  provincial  council,  and  in  public  courts  of 
juflice:  And  that  they  fhall  be  read  yearly  at  the  open- 
ing of  every  provincial  council  and  general  afTembly, 

and 
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and  court  of  jufticej  and  their  affent  lliall  be  teilified, 
by  their  ftanding  up  after  the  reading  thereof. 

XXXIX,  That  there  lliall  be  at  no  time  any  altera- 
tion of  any  of  thefe  laws,  without  the  confent  of  the 
governor,  his  heirs  or  afligns,  and  fix  parts  of  {even 
q(  the  freemen,  met  in  provincial  council  and  general 
aflembly, 

XL,  That  all  other  matters  and  things  not  herein 
provided  for,  which  (hall  and  may  concern  the  public 
juftice,  peace  or  fafety  of  the  faid  province  i  and  the 
raifing  and  impofing  taxes,  cuftoms,  duties,  of  other 
charges  whatfoeyer,  fhall  be,  and  are  hereby  referred 
to  the  order,  prudence  and  determination  of  the  go- 
vernor and  freemen  in  provincial  council  and  general 
afTembly,  to  be  held  from  time  to  time  in  the  faid 
province. 

Signed  and  fealed  by  the  governor  and  freemeit 
aforefaid,  the  fifth  day  of  the  third  month,  called 
May,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

The  bt)'bndaries  granted  by  the  charter  of  King 
Charles  to  William  Penn  and  his  heirs,  are  all  that 
tra6t  or  part  of  land  in  America,  with  the  iflands  there- 
in contained,  as  the  fame  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by 
the  river  Delawar,  from  twelve  miles  diftance  north- 
wards of  Newcaftle  town,  unto  the  three  and  fortieth, 
degree  of  northern  latitude,  but  if  the  faid  river  fliall 
not  extend  fo  far  northward,  then  by  the  faid  river,  fo 
far  as  it  doth  extend,  and  from  the  head  of  the  faid  ri- 
ver, the  eaftern  bounds  "are  to  be  determined  by  the 
Meridian  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  head  of  the  faid  ri- 
'  ver,  unto  the  forty-third  degree.  The  faid  land  to  ex- 
tend weftward  five  degrees  in  longitude,  to  be  compu- 
ted from  the  faid  eaftern  bounds,  and  the  faid  lands  to 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  beginning  of  the  three 
' '  and 
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and  fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  on  the 
fouth  by  a  circle  drawn  at  twelve  nniles  diftance  from 
Newcaftle,  northward  and  wellward,  unto  the  beginning 
of  the  fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  then 
by  a  ilrait  line  wellward,  to  the  limits  above  mentioned. 
It  appears  fomewhat  ftrange  in  confidering  this  as 
well  as  the  other  charters,  how  any  fovereign  or  par- 
liament in  Europe  coujd  pretend  to  parcel  out  the 
lands  of  other  people,  by  charters  and  patents,  to  their 
own  fubjedls,  without  firft   purchafjng  them  of  the 
original  proprietors,  or  afking  their  confent.     WiU 
liam  Penn  feems  to  have  been  fenfible  of  this  abfurdity 
■when  he  received  his  charter,  becaufe  he   firft  pur- 
chafed  the  lands  gf  the  natives  before  he  claimed  any 
Turht  of  pofTefllon.     Jiad  Penn  confidered  his  charter 
as  o-iving  an  undoubted  title  to  the  pofleffion  of  Penn- 
lylvania,  he  had  no  occafion   to  carry  a  price  in   his 
hands  to  the  natives  tO;pay  them  for  a  right  of  poflef- 
fion.    His  paying  a  fmall  price  to  the  Indians,  though 
it  had  the  appearance  of  juftice,  did  not  come  up  to 
that  meafure  of  reftitude  which  the  fpirit  of  equity  re- 
quires.    It  gave  Mr.  Penn  the  character  of  an  honeft 
man  without  being  deferving  of  it;    for  he  ought  firft 
to  have  made  his  purchafe  from  thofe  who  had  the  lands 
to  difpofe  of,  and  then  as  a  fubje-ft  of  Great  Britain  fo- 
licited  a  charter  of  protection  for  fuch  confiderations 
as  he  could  have  agreed  for  with  the  government. 
By  receiving  a  charter  before- hand,  he  undoubtedly 
fuppofed  that  the  king  was  engaged  to  make  good  the 
contents  of  his  patent;    and  if  the  natives  had  fold 
the  pofleluon  to  fome  other  perfons  belonging  to  fome 
other  power  before  the  arrival  of  Penn,  it  would  have 
probably  been  the  occafion  of  war  and  deiblation  in 
the  country.     It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  the  na- 
tives had  a  right  to  difpofe  of  their  pofTeflions  to  thofe 

who 
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who  would  give  them  mofl ;  and  fuppofe  they  had  fold 
them  to  the  French  or  any  other  nation,  it  v/ould 
have  been  no  juft  reafon  for  the  government  of  Britain 
to  have  infifted  to    make  good  their  promife  to  Mr, 
Penii,    or  any  other  patentee.- — But  in   cafes  of  this 
kind,  juftice  and  equity   are  feldom  ftridlly  piirfued. 
Maryland  is  a  proprietory   colony,  granted  to  Lord 
Baltimore;   his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  favingthe  allegi- 
ance of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  fovereign  dominion  of 
the  country.     It  is  held  by  the    fame  tenure  as  the 
eaftle  of  Windfor  in  the  countv  of  Berks;  in  free  foe- 
cage,  by  fealty   only.     The  proprietor  has  power  to 
make  laws,  by  the  advice,  and  with  theconfcnt  of  the 
freeman  and  their  deputies,  and  power  to  execute  the 
faid  laws,  provided  that  they  are  agreeable  to  reafon, 
and  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England.     The  pro- 
prietor has  the  power  of  life  and  limb,  freeholds^,  goods 
and  chattels,  without  an  aflembly  of  the  freemen  j  to 
make  free  all  fettlers  in   the  faid  province,   both  for 
the  prellmt  and  to  come ;  to  grant  the  faid  fettlers  a 
liberty  to  trade,  and  to  confer  honours  upon  the  in- 
habitants, with  proper  titles.     In  a  word,  this  propri- 
etor has  almoft  all  the  power  of  a  fovereign;    and  in 
one  fenfe  he  is  fuperior  to  the  king ;    for  it  is  granted 
that  no   taxes,  fhall  be  impofed  by  the  kings  of  Eng- 
land upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  province.    Maryland 
was  at  firil  fettled  with  about  200  Roman  Catholics, 
moll;  of  them  of  good  famlies  3    but  the  proprietory, 
with  great  wifdom,   introduced  a  general  toleration 
for  Chrilliansof  all  perfuafions,  ameafure  wh:-:h  tendr- 
ed  much  to  the  flourifhing  Itate  of  the  colony.     This 
colony,  as-  well  as  Pennfylvania,  for  a  long  time,  had 
the  honour  of  being  unflained  v/ith  the  difgracc  of  re- 
ligious  perfecution;    and,  as  well    as  the  other,    free 
from  the  calamities  of  war,  offenfive  or  defenfivc,  v/itl\ 

theiT 
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their  neighbours  the  Indians,  with  whom  they  lived 
in  the  moft  exemplary  harmony.  It  happened  once 
through  miftake  in  a  war  With  the  Indians,  carried  on 
at^ainft  Virginia,  that  they  made  an  incurficn  into  the 
territories  of  Maryland,  but  were  foon  fcnfible  of  their 
miftake.  The  laft  war  changed  matters  greatly,  and 
the  Indians,  through  tlie  falfe  infinuatiohs  of  the 
French,  were  inftrudled  to  laugh  at  their  ancient  al- 
liances. The  people  of  Maryland  are  of  the  fame 
cftablifhed  religion  as  thofe  in  Virginia,  that  is  of  the 
church  of  England  j  but  the  clergy  here  are  provided 
for  in  a  much  more  liberal  manner.  The  principal 
bufmefsofthe  people  of  Maryland,  before  the  prefent 
war,  was  like  thofe  of  Virginia  to  cultivate  tobacco, 
and  the  planters  live  in  farms  fcattered  up  and  down 
the  country,  and  have  their  goods  carried  from  them 
when  ready,  by  fhips  which  come  to  Chefapeak-bay, 
and  the  navigable  rivers  which  run  into  it.  The 
tobacco  of  this  country  is  called  Oroonoko;  which  is 
accounted  ftronger  than  that  of  Virginia,  and  is  great- 
ly deyianded  in  the  eaftern  and  northern  parts  of 
Europe,  whei;e  it  is  even  preferred  to  the  fweet  fcent- 
ed  tobacco  of  James  and  York  river  in  Virginia^ 
About  40,000  hogfheads  has  been  Ihipped  in  one 
year.  In  this  colony,  in  the  time  of  the  laft  war,  there 
were  fuppofed  to  be  40,000  white  inhabitants,  and 
60,000  negroes.  The  profits  arifing  from  this  colony 
and  Virginia,  to  Great  Britain  were  immenfe,  and  the 
government  received  great  revenues  therefrom.  The 
provinces  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  are  fuppofed,  in 
tobacco  only,  to  have  exported  in  1763,  to  the  an- 
nual value  of  768,0001.  into  Britain.  This  at  81.  per 
hogfhead,  makes  the  number  of  hogfheads  amount  to 
96,000.  Of  thefe  it  is  computed  that  above  13,500 
hogfheads  are  confumed  in  Britain,  the  duty  on  which, 
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at  26I.  rs.  per  hogfhead,  comes  to  351,675!.  the  re- 
maining 82,500  hogfheads  are  exported  by  oiir  mer- 
chants to  the  other  countries  of  Europe,  and  their 
value  returned  to  Britain.  The  value  of  this  trade 
appears  from  the  very  recital  thereof.  And  it  may  b^ 
added,  that  this  fingle  branch  employs  330  fail  of 
fliips,  and  3960  feamen.  This  trade  not  only  en- 
creafed  our  wealth,  but  braced  the  finews  of  our 
ftrength,  and  ought  to  have  been  carefully  nourilhed 
for  tlte  good  and  advantage  o{  the  mother  country, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  colonies. 

Carolina  is  a  colony  which  was  granted  to  fomeEng- 
Hfh  noblemen  in   1663.     Thefe  were  Edward  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  then  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England  j 
George  Duke  of  Albermarle  ;  William  Lord  Craven; 
John   Lord   Berkley  ;    Anthony   Lord   Afhley  -,    Sir 
George  Carteret ;  Sir  William  Berkcly ;  and  Sir  Johii 
Colliton  i  who,  according  to  the  llile  of  the  charter, 
being  excited  with  a  laudable  and  pious  zeal  for  the 
propagation  of  the  gofpel,   begged  a  certain  country 
in  the  parts  of  America,  not  yet  cultivated  and  plan- 
ted, and  only  inhabited  by  barbarous  people,  who  had 
no  knowledge  of  God.     Wherefore,  tlie  king  granted 
them  all  that  territory  in  his  dominions  in  America, 
from  the  north  end  of  the  ifland  called  Luke-Iiland, 
which  lies  in  the  fouthern  Virginian  fea,  and  within 
thirty-fix  degrees  of  north  latitude;   and  to  the  v/efl: 
as  far  as  the  fouth  fea  ;  and  fo  far  fourherly  as  the  river 
Matheo,  which  borders  on  the  coaft  of  Florida,  and  is 
within  thirty  one  deo-rees  of  north  latitude  3  and  fo 
weft  in  a  dire6l  line,  as  far  as  the  fouth  fcas  aforefaid. 
This  patent  was  accompanied  with  the  ufual  invefti- 
tures  of  fiflieries,  mines,  power  of  life  ^nd  Hmb,  and 
Other  requifites  for  territorial  property.     The  ft  ate  of 
England  at  this  time  happened  to  be  exceeding  favour- 
Vol.   I.  R  r  able 
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able  for  a  lettlement  of  this  fort.  The  diffenters  had 
undert^onc  feme  fevere  hardlhips,  epifcopacy  was  now 
reftored,  and  many  fober  and  well  meaning  Englilh- 
mcn  were  far  from  being  fatisfied  with  the  defigns  of 
the  court.  Some  of  the  proprietaries  themfelves  were 
at  bell  but  very  moderate  favourers  of  the  aft  of  uni- 
formity i  and  they  very  wifely  obtained  a  claufe  of 
toleration  in  their  charter,  by  which  the  king  granted 
the  proprietaries  full  and  free  licenfe,  liberty,  and  au- 
thority, by  fuch  legal  ways  and  means  as  they  fhould 
think  proper  to  give  unto  fuch  perfon  and  perfons,  in- 
habitincT  and  being  within  the  faid  province,  or  any 
part  thereof,  who  really  in  their  judgments,  and  for 
confcience  fake,  cannot  conform  to  the  liturgy,  form 
and  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England,  and  take 
and  fubfcribe  the  oaths  and  articles,  made  and  efta- 
blifhed  in  that  behalf,  or  any  of  them,  fuch  indulgen- 
ces and  difpenfations  in  that  behalf,  for  and  during 
fuch  time  and  times,  and  with  fuch  limitations  and 
reftriflions  as  they  fhall  think  fit. 

The  original  conftitutions,  of  which  there  were  an 
hundred  and  twenty,  proceeded  upon  the  fame  plan  of 
toleration,  and  are  thought  to  be  fuggefted  by  Lord 
Afliley,  afterwards  Earl  of  Shafcfbury,  and  penned  by 
the  great  Mr.  Locke,  an  intimate  friend  of  th^t  noble- 
man. By  feveral  of  thefe  fundamental  articles  and 
conftitutions,  it  is  provided,*  "  That  fince  the  natives 
of  that  place,  who  will  be  concerned  in  our  planta- 
tions, are  utterly  ilrangers  to  Chriftianity,  whofe  ido- 
latry, ignorance,  or  miilake,  give  us  no  right  to  expel 
or  ufe  them  ill^  and  that  thofe  who  remove  from  other 
parts  to  plant  there,  will  unavoidably  be  of  different 
opinions  concerning  matters  of  religion,  the  liberty, 
whereof  they  will  expert  to  have  allowed  them 3.  an(£' 
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that  it  will  not  be  reafonable  for  us,  on  that  account, 
•to  keep  them  out. — Therefore,  that  fure  peace  may 
be  maintained,  amidft  the  diverfity  of  opinions,  and 
our  agreement  and  compadl  with  all  men  may  be  duly 
and  faithfully  obferved,  the  violation  whereof,  upon 
whatever  pretence,  cannot  be  without  great  offence 
to  Almighty  God,  and  fcandal  to  the  true  religion 
which  we  profefs  :  and  alfo,  the  jews,  heathens,  and 
other  diffenters  from  the  purity  of  the  Chriftan  re- 
ligion, may  not  be  feared  and  kept  at  a  diftance  from 
it  J  but  by  having  an  opportunity  of  acquainting  thern- 
felves  with  the  truth  and  reafonablenefs  of  its  doflrines, 
and  the  peaceablenefs  and  inofFenfivenefs  of  its  profef- 
fors,  may,  by  good  ufage  and  perfuafion,  and  kll 
thofe  convincing  methods  of  gentlenefs  and  rneeknefs, 
fuitable  to  the  rules  and  defigns  of  the  gofpel,  be 
won  over  toembrace,  andunfeignedly  receive  the  truth. 
Therefore,  the  faid  conftitutions  provided  for  their 
liberty  j  but  declared  that  no  perfon  above  feventeen 
years  of  age,  fliould  have  any  benefit  or  proteftion  of 
law,  which  is  not  a  member  of  fome  church  profefllon, 
having  his  name  recorded  in  fome  one  religious  re- 
gifter."  Thefe  articles,  which  were  figned  by  the 
proprietaries,  are  declared  by  the  laft  article,  to  be 
the  facred  and  unalterable  form  and  rule  of  govern- 
ment in  Carolina  for  ever.  So  far  did  the  religious 
conftitution  of  this  colony  proceed. 

As  to  the  articles  concerning  the  civil  government 
of  the  colony,  the  firft  provides,  that  a  palatine  be 
chofen  out  of  the  proprietaries,  who  fhall  continue 
during  life,  and  be  fucceeded  by  the  eideft  of  the  ot-lier 
proprietaries.  This  palatine  a<fl:ed  as  a  prefident  of 
court,  compofed  of  himfelf,  and  three  other  proprie- 
taries, and  who  were  vefted  with  the  execution  of  ail 
the  powers  of  the.  charter ;   and  it  is  called  the  pala- 
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tine's  coyrt.  Each  member  had  a  power  of  nomi- 
nating a  deputy,  who  afled  for  him  in  Carolina,  buC 
acording  to  his  dire(5lions.  The  foundamental  confti- 
tutions  require  that  there  fhould  be  three  great  he- 
reditary landholders  in  every  county  one  called  the 
landgrave,  and  the  other  called  by  the  Indian  name 
caciques.  T^eir  great  affembly,  or  what  has  been 
called  their  parliament,  was  to  confiftof  the  governor, 
the  proprietaries  and  their  deputies,  and  the  com- 
mons ;  in  imitation  of  the  king,  lords  and  cammons  of 
Great  Britain.  The  commoners  were  to  be  ele<ftive, 
like  thofe  in  England,  by  the  freeholders  of  every 
county  i  and  this  affembly  was  to  fit  in  one  houfe,  once 
in  every  two  years,  and  oftener  if  need  required  ^ 
and  the  voters  of  the  members  were  to  be  of  equal 
weight.  This  government  apears  to  have  been  too 
unweildly,  andfcarcely  pradicable  for  an  infant  colony 
to  obferve.  It  was  over  charged  with  fo  many  courts 
and  forms,  in  one  body  politic,  that  the  execution 
appears  to  have  been  impracticable.  It  was  upon  the 
whole  a  fort  of  foeudal  government,  with  fome  few 
exceptions.  One  thing  in  which  it  approached  very 
near  to  thefceudal  fyftem  was,  that  the  inhabitants  from 
fixteen  to  fixty  ye^rs  of  age,  if  called  upon  by  the 
fovereign  power  there,  which  was  the  great  council, 
were  obliged  to  take  the  field  with  proper  arms. 
Every  planter,  if  he  did  not  buy  it  off,  was  alfo  to  pay 
annually  to  his  proprietary,  one  penny  an  acre  of  quit 
rent ;  and  each  county  had  one  {heriff,  and  four  juftices 
of  the  peace. 

The  fettling  this  colony  coft  the  proprietaries  at  firft 
lar^e  fums  of  money  ;  44,000!.  were  expended  in 
tranfporting  inhabitants  and  cattle  thither,  and  it  was 
long  before  the  proprietaries  received  any  return  from 
their  eftates.     Ail  free  perfons  who  came  over  were 

'      ^      •  to 


A.D.177I.        THE    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  3^5 

to  have  fifty  acres  of  land  for  themfelves;  fifty  for 
;each  man  fervant,  and  as  many  for  each  woman  fer- 
vant  that  was  marriageable  j  and  every  fervant  after  his 
or  her  fcrvitude  was  expired,  was  deemed  to  be  free, 
and  to  have  fifty  acres,  paying  the  quit  rent  of  one 
penny  an  acre.  But  the  proprietaries  were  careful 
where  any  o(  the  colonifts  brought  their  quit  rents,  to 
except  die  mines  and  minerals,  and  quarries  of  pre^ 
cious  ilones.  In  the  year  1670,  Colonel  William  Sayle 
-was  appointed  governor  of  Carolina  by  the  proprie- 
taries. At  this  time,  the  lands  about  Albemarle  and 
Port-Royal  Rivers  as  being  moft  convenient  for  trade, 
were  mod  frequented  i  but  experience  foon  taught 
the  colonifis,  that  pafturage  and  tillage  were  neceffary 
for  their  eftablifliment,  fo  that  Afhky  and  Cooper 
rivers  drew  hitherto  fuch  numbers,  that  their  neigh- 
bourhood foon  became  the  beft  inhabited  part  of  the 
country.  In  1661,  Captain  Halftead  arrived  with  a 
fupply  of  provifions  of  all  kinds  from  the  proprietaries 
in  England,  who  created  James  Carteret,  Sir  John 
Yeoman,  and  John  Locke,  Efq ;  landgraves  and 
caciques;  At  this  time  alfo  fome  deviations  were  made 
from  the  original conftitutions.  It  wasdifcoveredthat 
the  number  of  landgraves  and  caciques,  required  by 
the  "original  'cohftitution,  w.^tc  not  to  be  found,  and 
therefore  a  governor  was  named  by  the  palatine.  The 
council  was  to  confift  of  feven  deputies  of  proprie- 
taries, as  many  chofen  by  the  alTembly,  or  as  it  wag 
called,  the  parliament,  and  as  many  of  the  landgraves 
land  caciques.  To  thofe  were  added  all  of  them  nomi- 
nated by  the  proprietaries; '  an  admiral,  a  chamber- 
lain, chancellor,  chief  juilice,  fecretary,  furveyor,  trea- 
furer,  high  fteward,  high  conftable,  regifter  of  births, 
and  burials,  and  marriages,  regifter  of  writings,  and 
marihai  of  the  admiraltyo  The  quoram  of  the  coun- 
cil 
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cU  was  to  confift  of  the  governor  and  fix  of  the  menn- 
bers,  three  of  whom  were  to  be  proprietary  deputies; 
and  an  aflembly  was  compofed  of  the  governor,  the 
deputies  of  the  proprietaries,  ten  members  to  be 
chofen  by  the  freeholders  of  Berkley  county,  and  ten 
by  thofe  of  Colliton  county;  this  number  was  to  be 
cncreafed  according  to  the  encreafe  of  the  colony. 

The  firft  palatine  of  this  colony  was  the  Duke  of 
Albemarle,  who  was  fucceeded  by  the  Earl  of  Craven, 
in  1 67 1 .  At  this  time  the  proprietaries  had  conceived 
very  languine  hopes  of  their  colony;  for  they  ordered 
Captain  Halftead  to  fail  up  Afliley  river,  to  make  dif- 
coveriesj  and  the  model  of  a  very  magnificienr  town 
was  fent  over  with  him,  to  be  built  as  the  metropolis 
of  the  province.  At  this  time  the  majority  of  the  colo- 
nifts  were  difiTentersj  but  the  promi.fTmg  appearance  of 
the  colony  invited  over  to  it  many  of  the  old  cavilier 
charafter,  and  others,  whofe  irregular  and  libertintr 
condu(5l  and  behaviour  gave  great  fcandal  to  the 
original  planters,  which  in  time  produced  a  fchifm, 
or  rather  a  civil  war  in,  the  colony.  Sir  John 
Yeoman  fucceeded  Colonel  Sayle  as  governors  but 
the  diforders  of  the  colony  encreafed  fo  much,  that 
the  Indians  were  abufed,  and  though  at  that  time 
very  numerous  in  Carolina,  were  provoked  to  a  war, 
in  which  m.uch  blood  was  llied,  and  many  lives  loft  on 
both  fides.  Thefe  imprudent  proceedings  would  have 
proved  fatal  to  the  colony,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
wifdom  and  prudence  of  the  proprietaries;  for  their 
party,  and  that  of  the  planters  befides,  having  the 
natives  on  their  fides,  came  often  to  blows  ;  and  one 
t)t  the  name  of  Culpepper  was  .lent  over  prilbner  to 
l^ngiand,  where  he  was  tried  for  high  treafon  in 
Weftminfter  hall,  for  raifing  a  rebellion  in  Carolina, 
but  acquitted,  Thefe  unruly  proceedings  plainly  fhew; 
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that  nothing  contributes  more  to  the  peace  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  a  people  than  the  praAical  principles  of  pure 
and  undefiled  liberty.  The  Tory  principles  of  cava- 
liers, which  always  will  incline  their  votaries  to  aim 
at  dominion,  will  ever  be  inimical  to  the  peace  and 
tranquility  of  focietyi  whereas,  juft  ideas  of  liberty 
make  men  grant  as  much  freedom  to  others  as  they 
take  to  themfelves,  and  by  that  means  they  are  not 
ready  to  quarrel  and  fall  out. 

To  put  a  period  to  thefe  diforders,  or  at  leaft  to 
provide  fome  remedy,  the  proprietaries  chofe  one  Col- 
Weft  to  be  their  governor,  and  from  his  character  and 
behaviour  he  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  wifdom, 
fagacity,  and  courage.  He  found  great  licentioufnefs 
prevailing  in  the  colony  when  he  came  to  the  govern- 
ment, parties  rifen  to  a  great  height,  and  the  Indian 
war  not  extinguifhed.  This  new  governor,  by  taking 
the  popular  fide,  in  a  great  meafure  cured  the  public 
divifions  fo  much,  that  the  parties  united  in  repelling 
the  Weftoes,  an  Indian  nation  who  were  very  trouble- 
fome  to  the  inhabitants.  In  1682  he  held  a  parliament 
at  Charleftown,  where  feveral  good  laws  paiTedi  and 
particularly  an  a£t  for  highways,  for  fuppreffing 
drunkennefs  and  prophane  fwearing,  for  obfervation 
of  the  Lord's  day,  and  for  fettling  the  militia. 
Thole,  and  fome  other  popular  acls  were  difpleafing 
to  the  proprietaries s  and  Weft,  in  1683,  was  re- 
moved from  his  government,  and  Wijs  fucceeded  by 
Jofeph  Moreton,  Efq. 

The  wifdom  of  the  proprietaries  did  not  appear  in 
this  change  of  a  governor,  nor  in  the  commiffion  which 
they  fent  to  appoint  and  determine  differences  be- 
tween the  Englifh  and  the  Indians  of  Carolina.  The 
commiflioners  that  were  appointed  for  the  purpole 
above  mentioned  were,  Morice  Matthews,   WiiliatrA 

Fuller, 
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Fuller,  Jonathan  Fits,  and  John  Boon,  Efqrs.     Thofe 
o-entlemen  were  accufed  of  unfair  practices    in  their 
decifions,  and  were  foon  diflblved.     Though  there 
were  many  difcouraging  circumftances   attended  the 
colony  at  this  time,  yet  it  ftill  profpered  j  and  Charlef- 
town  was  built  and  fortified  in   a  very  fine   inviting 
lituation,  upon  a  rock  between  afhley   and  Cooper 
rivers.     Three  counties,   thofe  of  Berkley,  Graven,' 
and  Colliton,  were  laid  out  and  divided  into  fquares  of 
12000  acres,  proportioned  to  the  fhares  held  in  them 
by  the  proprietaries,  landgraves,  and  caciques.     The 
colonifls  at  this  time  carried  on  a  trade  with   the  In*- 
dians,  which  the  proprietaries  did  not  at  all  approve 
of;  for  they  wanted  to  engrofs  this  trade  into  their 
own  hands,  which  rendered   their    authority    lefs  re- 
fpeclable  in  the  elleemof  the  inhabitants.  *  To  anfwer 
their  feveral  purpofes  they  frequently   changed  their 
governors,  with  little    advantage   to  themfelves,  and 
with  little  fiitisfaftion  to  the  colonifts.     Men  who  re- 
fide  in  England,  and  are  engaged  in  forming  Utopian 
ichemes    of  wealth  and  riches,  are  ready  to  imagine, 
before  they  try  experiments,  that   there  is  nothing  to 
ftand  in  the  way  of  their  imaginations,  and  form   their 
fchemes  of  government,  according  to  what  they  wifh  to 
happen,  rather  than  according  to  principles  of  certain- 
ty or  real  probability.     Mr.  Weft,  who  was  again  re- 
ilored  to  his  government,  did  not  long  continue ;   he 
became  popular  by  doing  good,  and  was  envied  by  the 
proprietaries.     He  was  fucceeded  by  James  Colliton, 
Efqj  a  Barbadoes  gentleman,  who  was  exceedingly 
unpopular.     He  and  his  friends  attempted  to  alter  the 
fundamental  conftitutions  of  the  colony,  and  to  fubfti- 
tute  other  articles  under  the  title  of  ftanding  laws,  and 
temporary   laws.     This  proceeding  pleafed  none   of 
the  principal  parties  conj:erneci,  but  was  difagreeable' 

to 


A.  D.  1771-        '^HE    WAR    IN     AMERICA.  319 

to  both  the  proprietaries  and  the  planters  :  fo  that  Mr. 
CoUiton  was  not  only  deprived  of  his  office,  but  driven 
put  of  the  colony.     Upon  the  expiilfion  of  CoUiton, 
fome    of  the  moft    confide'rable   gentlemen   had  the 
management  of  affairs,    till  a  new  governor  was  ap- 
pointed.    Four  governors  fucceeded  one  another  in  a 
ihort  period;  the  laft  of  whom  felit  notice  to  the  pro- 
prietaries,  that  unlefs  fome  of  themfelves,  or  one  in 
the  charader  of  proprietary,  came  among  them  with 
full  power  to  fettle  all  grievances^  matters  would  never 
be  piit  to  rights.     Upon  this  the  Lord  Afiiley,  eldeft 
fon  to  the  Earl  of  Shafrfbury,  was  chofen  by  the  pro- 
prietaries to  be  governor.  This  was  the  famous  author 
,of  the  Chrlraderiftics,  a  book,   though  condemned  by 
many  who  never  were  able  to  underftand  it,  contair>s 
fome  as  jufl  arid  good  reafonings  as  is  to  be  met  with 
in  moft  modern  compofitions.      Lord  Afhiey's  confti- 
tution  not  being  fuited  to  fiich  adivefcenes  of  life,  he 
'declined  accepting  of  the  government.'    It  was  at  this 
time  conferred  upon  Mr.  Archdale,  who  publiflied  an 
account  of  Carolina,  to  which  the  public  is  indebted 
for  the  principal  things  v^-e  know  of  that  colony  at  that 
tim.e. 

Mr.  Archdale  foon  found  that  he  had  more  to  do 
than  he  expected,  and  that  he  had  a  very  difficult  tafk 
to  perform  3  but  he  behaved  fo  well,  and  managed 
with  fo  much  prudence,  difcretion,  and  patience,  that 
the  affembly  voted  him  an  addrefs  of  thanks.  There 
was  at  this  time  a  good  underftand ing  between  the 
government  of  Spain,  and  that  of  Great  Britain  ;  but 
it  was  a  common  pradlice  for  the  people  of  Jamaica  and 
Barbadoes  to  buy  Spanifh  Indians  for  flaves,  who  had 
been  taken  prifoners  by  other  Indian  favages.  The 
Tammafees  were  a  nation  under  the  proteftion  of  the 
Englifh,  though  they  had  been  formerly  under  that  of 
Vol.  I.  S  s  '  the 
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the  Spaniards.  They  had  taken  fome  prifoners  from 
an  Indian  belonging  to  Spain.  Mr.Archdale,  when  he 
heard  of  this,  immediately  ordered  the  king  of  the 
Tammafees  to  repair  to  Charleftown  with  his  prifon- 
ers, which  he  did,  v/hen  Archdale  commanded  him  to 
march  to  St.  Auguftine,  where  he  was  to  prefent  them, 
with  a  letter  to  the  Spanifh  governor.  AH  which  the 
Indian  prince  moft  pundually  obeyed  j  and  Mr.  Arch- 
dale  received  a  very  polite  letter  from  the  governor 
in  return.  This  aft  of  jiiftice  was  the  beginning  of 
mutual  good  offices  between  the  two  nations  ;  for  the 
Spaniards  foon  after  made  the  like  return  to  the  Eng- 
iifli  governor  of  Ca:ralina. 

The  Karl  of  Bath  came  at  laft  to  be  palatine,  who 
was  an  enthufiafiic  zealot  for  the  church  of  England ; 
his  great  ambition  was  to  eftablifh  that  worfliip  in 
Carolina,  exckifive  of  all  others  j  the  fame  do6lrine 
being  iiiforced  in  England  by  the  bill  againft  occafional 
conformity.  One  Moor  was  at  this  time  governor,  a 
man  tradable  to  the  views  of  the  palatine.  His 
charafler  in  the  hiftory  of  that  time  is  far  from  being 
amiable ;  he  was  polTefled  of  a  perfecuting  fpirit, 
which  will,  on  all  occafions,  tarnilh  a  man's  charafler, 
even  fuppofe  it  had  no  other  blots  upon  it.  Though 
it  never  happens  that  a  man  truly  good  will  ever  per- 
fecute  others  for  confcience  fake.  Moor  feems  to  have 
been  a  man  void  of  all  principle,  as  his  after  behavi- 
our teftified ;  for  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  v/ar 
with  Spain,  he  carried  on  a  (lave  trade,  which  dif- 
graccd  both  the  proprietaries  and  himfclf.  He  fold 
the  Spanilh  Indians  to  the  Britifh  iflands,  at  a  lower 
price  than  they  could  purchafe  African  flaves,  and  by 
that  means  made  a  confiderable  advantage  to  himfelf. 
But  his  violence  and  injuilice  had  almoft  proved  the 
ruin  of  the  colony. 

Moor 
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Moor  was  fucceeded  by  Johnfton,  a  man  of  the 
fame  principles  and  temper,  and  carried  on  matters 
with  great  violence  J  under  his  government  a  bill  was 
brought  in  to  exclude  all  perfons  from  being  chofe 
members  of  the  commons  houfe,  who  did  not  conform 
to  the  religious  worfliip  of  the  church  of  England. 

This  was  exprefly  contrary  to  the  conftitutions  of 
the  colony.  By  this  law  all  dilTenters  were  difquali- 
fied,  though  legally  eleded,  from  fitting  in  the  affem- 
bly,  and  the  candidate  who  had  the  greateft  number 
of  votes,  after  the  difqualified  diiTenter  was  fet  afide, 
was  admitted.  The  diffenters  were  now  fadly  har- 
raffed  by  a  fet  of  tyrannical  managers,  and  left  with- 
out all  redrefs,  and  many  foolifli  and  oppreflive  things 
were  done,  inconfiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  all  good 
government.  Such  was  the  madnefs  of  the  Tories  in 
that  colony,  that  they  proceeded  from  one  thing  to 
another  till  they  broke  their  charter,  and  were  obliged 
to  furrender  it  into  the  hands  of  the  queen  in  1705. 
It  is  fomewhat  fVrange,  that  in  all  governments  where 
a  tyranny  is  carried  on,  they  work  its  diffolution  in 
the  end;  and  where  liberty  is  fupported,  that  the 
weakell  governments  encreafe,  and  at  laft  flourilli. 
From  the  many  examples  of  this  in  the  hiftory  of 
mankind^  one  would  think  that  foveTeigns  and  rulers 
would  learn  tofupport  liberty  for  their  own  fake,  and 
that  of  their  fucceffors,  becaufe  they  have  fo  many 
inltances  of  the  fall  of  empires  and  governments,  when 
once  they  began  to  introduce  oppreffion.  One  thincr 
which  the  oppreffion  of  the  palatine  and  governors 
produced  was,  a  rifing  of  the  Indians,  whom  they 
proceeded  to  opprefs  as  well  as  the  colonifts.  The 
power  of  the  proprietaries  was  now  funk  to  nothing, 
and  fo  weak  was  their  adminiftration,that  the  colonifls 
\n  Carolina  were  obliged  to  apply  to  the  crown   to 
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take  them  under  its  protedion;  which  the  government 
of  England  pretended  implied  a  refumption  of  their 
charter.  The  proprietaries  found  that  they  were  not 
able  to  cary  on  the  war  againft  the  Indians  upon  their 
own  bottom,  they  therefore  refolved  to  furrender  their 
charter,  which  they  accordingly  dii\  to  a  number  of 
perfons  in  truft  for  the  crown. 

It  is  plain  that  the  arbitrary  principles  of  the  pro- 
prietaries and  their  managers  almoft  ruined  the  colony, 
and  loft  them  their  charter.    There  is  fomething  of  in- 
fatuation for  the  moft  parr,    that  attends  people  that 
grafp  at  unreafonabk  dominion,  for  they  never  can  tell 
when  they  have  enough,    and  itretch  their  power  fo 
far  that  they  over  reach  themfelves.     The  defire  of 
dominion  over  others  is  fweet  to  the  moft  part  of  man- 
kind, but  there  is  nothing  in  nature  more  unreafonable, 
nor  any  thing  tiiat  argues  more  a  weaknefs  of  underr 
itandino;  than  tht'  defire  thereof.  Inuroceedinor  through 
the  hiftory   of  the   fmalleft   colonies,    we    may   fee 
their    ruin     infeparably     eonnefted    with     arbitrary 
government  j  and  that  whenever  the  ideas  of  liberty 
are  loft,  profperity  ends,  and  confufion  begins.     It  is 
of  no  fignification  whether  a  few  or  many  exercife 
tyranny,  the  eftcdls  will  be  the  fame,   and  will  always 
follow  their  caufe.     Civil  and  religious   liberty  are 
efiential  to  all  good  government  j  for  there  is  in  fa6t 
no  government  without  them;  they  are  the  fprings  of 
both  national  rule   and  obedience.      Without  thefe 
two  fprings  all  forms  of  government  will   be  tyran- 
nical, and  ail  profefllons  of  obedience  hypocrify  and 
diflimulation.     Unlefs  men  fuppofe  themfelves  free, 
they  will  never  obey  from  the  heart,   and  legiilators 
liavc  but  a  ]>oor  hold  of  mankind,  when  they  rule 
them  only  by  principles  of  fear.      This  may  reftrain 
fome  from  ads  of  violence,  but  it  will  never  ftimulate 

men 
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i?ien  to  great  and  noble  adlions.  There  is  not  a  great 
aftion  recorded  in  the  whole  hiftory  of  llavery,  fince 
the  creation  of  the  world. 

Although  in  this  and  the  two  preceeding  years,  very 
little  was  done  in  parliament  concerning  American 
affairs,  yet  tlie  progrefs  of  the  miniftry,  and  the  court 
party  in  parliament,  became  more  and  more  alarming 
to  the  friends  of  liberty  in  the  Britifh  empire.  The 
moft  facred  rights  of  private  property,  which  had  been 
fecured  by  royal  patent,  confirmed  by  the  fancfcion  of 
parliament,  were  now  confirm.ed  by  a  junto  of  mini- 
fterial  puppets,  who  a(5led  at  the  nod  of  the  political 
commander  in  chief.  The  Eaft  India  company,  whom 
experience  had  convinced  of  the  infidelity  of  their  fer- 
yants  in  the  eaftern  parts  of  the  world,  had  determined 
to  fend  out  fome  friends  whom  they  could  confide 
in,  in  thechara(fl:eroffupervifors,  tore6lify  pad  abufes, 
and  to  direct  the  affairs  of  the  company  in  tim.e  coming, 
till  things  were  put  into  fuch  order  as  the  intention  of 
their  inftitution  required. 

Though  the  company  had  been  taken  in  fome  mea- 
fure  into  the  hands  ofadminiftration,  and  their  affairs 
came  under  the  cognizance  of  parliament,  as  early  as 
the  year  1767,  yet  nothing  had  been  done  all  this 
time  towards  their  regulation  and  fettlement,  except 
the  reftriding  of  their  dividends,  refcinding  their  acts, 
and  the  obtaining  from  them,  without  any  vifible  e- 
quivalent,  immcnfe  fums  of  money,  which  Avere  far 
beyond  their  abilities.  No  order  was  taken  fuited  to 
the  change  in  their  condition  and  circumftances,  for 
the  regulation  and  government  of  their  new  acquifi- 
tions;  nor  any  new  powers  lodged  in  their  hands  to 
counterbalance  the  vaft  trufts  which  they  were  now 
under  a  necelTityofrepofing  in  their  fervantSj  nor  to 
jeftrain  or  prevent  thofe  evils  which  ordinarily  attend 

the 
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the  fudJen  tranfition  from  the  direction  of  a  counting 
houfe,  to  the  government  of  an  ejjtenfive  territory. 

Thefe  diforders  had  been  vifible  for  fome  time  paft, 
and  if  government  had  merely  intended  the  welfare  of 
the  company,  they  would  have  applied  the  benevolent 
influence  of  their  power,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  that  evil,  which  they  now  confider- 
ed  to  be  fo  imminent,  and  of  fuch  a  dangerous  nature. 
It  was  alledged  that  government  had  voluntarily  per- 
mitted thefe  diforders  to  go -on,  that  by  fuffering  the 
company  to  render  themfelves  odi'  us  and  ridiculous, 
throu'^h  the  mifcondu6t  of  their  fervants,  an  handle 
might  be  made  thereof,  to  fhew  its  incapacity  of  go- 
vernin'>-  fuch  large  pofTefllons,  and  to  prepare  the  na^ 
tionfor  the  changes  that  were  intended  to  fuccecd. 
Whether  this  allegation  was  true  or  falfe,  it  is  certain 
that  the  bad  adminiilration  in  India,  with  all  its  confe- 
qucnces,  were  fuffered  to  pafs  unnoticed j  and  it  is 
manifeft  in  the  tranfadions  of  the  year  1772,  that 
though  the  affairs  of  the  company  were  alluded  to^ 
at  the  opening  of  the  feffions,  in  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  they  were  notwithftanding  fuffered  to  lie  over 
till  near  the  clofe  thereof,  when  a  bill  was  brought  ii^ 
by  the  deputy  chairman,  for  enlarging  the  controul- 
ing  powers  of  the  company,  with  refped  to  their  fer- 
vants, in  the  eaftern  parts  of  the  world.  This  bill 
however  came  to  nothing.  But  a  member  in  the 
king's  fervice,  not  indeed  conneded  with  the  miniflry, 
whether  with  or  without  their  advice,  at  length  roufed 
their  attention  to  this  objed.  This  gave  rife  to  a 
feled  committee,  wliich  was  armed  with  full  powers, 
for  all  purpofcs  of  enquiry,  concerning  the  officers  of 
the  company. 

1  he  v/hole  company   were  now  greatly  alarmed, 
and  not  only  dreaded  the  rigour  of  an  enquiry,  but 
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from  late  experience  were  too  fenfible  of  the  Ineffi- 
cacy  of  charters  for  their  proteflion,  in  a  difpiite 
wherein  government  found  it  for  the  fervice  of  their 
purpofes  of  power,  to  fet  them  afide.  In  afenate  where 
the  majority  areiinder  the  influence  of  an  omnipotent 
minidry,  no  former  rights  and  privileges  are  fafe  and 
fecure  j  for  yes  or  no,  ivill,  in  fuch  an  afTembly,  {et 
afide  the  very  conftitutional  rights  of  an  empire. 
Charters  granted  to  incorporated  bodies  of  people, 
confirmed  by  the  legiflature,  are  certainly  as  legal 
tenures  for  holding  rights  and  poffefTions,  as  any  deeds 
that  can  be  devifed,  and  cannot  jullly  be  infringed  by 
public  authority,  unlefs  the  pofTeffors  are  guilty  of  fuch 
crimes,  as  legally  deprive  them  of  the  rights  of  other 
fubjefts.  But  when  it  is  admitted  to  be  a  maxim  of 
government,  that  future  parliaments  may  reverfe  the 
conftitutional  deeds  of  former  legiflatures,  for  reafons 
of  ftate  or  conveniency,  there  are  no  rights  which  any 
fubjefts  can  poiTefs,  but  what  are  merely  precarious 
and  uncertain. 

The  Eaft  India  company  forefiw  the  ftorm  that  was 
gathering  fall,  aiid  would,  unlefs  provided  againfl,  at 
lall  buril  upon  their  heads.  They  therefore  endea- 
voured to  prevent  its  efFefts  by  the  beft  meafures  and. 
methods  they  could  devife.  It  was  prop'ofed,  during 
the  recefs  of  parliament,  to  fend  out  a  new^- com'million 
of  fupervifion,  with  full  powers  to  regulate,  all  the 
company's  affairs  abroad.  This  was  a  fubjeil  that  took 
up  much  time,  it  being  notlefs  diiHcult  to  agree  upon 
the  perfons  who  were  to  be  appointed  to  an  ofHce  of 
fo  great  importance,  than  upon"  the  extent  of  the 
powers  with 'which  they  were  to  be  intrufted.  They 
atlaft  agreed  upon  fending  fix  gentlemen  for  the  pur- 
pofe  intended,  and  a  general  ofiicer  of  high  rank  and 
charafler,  v/hb  had  commanded  ^ith  great  hofiour  in 
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the  American  war.  All  thcfe  confented  to  go  out  at 
the  head  of  the  fupervifion. — But  before  matters 
could  be  fully  adjuftcd  and  brought  into  execution, 
die  meeting  of  parliament  put  an  end  to  the  defign. 
Afelect  committee,  as  well  as  a  committee  offecrecy, 
was  appointed  for  examining  the  company's  affairs, 
which  were  careful  to  ftate  them  in  fuch  a  point  of 
view  as  greatly  expcfed  both  the  company  and  its  fer^ 
vants,  and  excited  a  general  indignation  againft  them. 
Thofe  enquiries,  and  the  proceedings  of  parliament - 
in  confcquence  thereof,  where  upon  the  whole  arbitrary 
and  illegal,  as  the  Eall  India  company  was  reflrained 
from  the  management  anddireftion  of  its  own  proper- 
ties, without  any  juft  reafon  afllgned  for  applying  fuch 
an  incapacitating  authority.  What  appeared  exceed- 
ingly unreafonable  was,  that  though  the  miniftry 
acknowledged  that  the  company's  affairs  were  in  a 
very  confufed  fituation  in  Bengal,  yet  they  wanted  to 
refirain  them  from  fending  out  fupervifors  to  reftify 
thofe  errors  and  abufes  which  were  fo  much  com- 
plained of.  This  was  confidered  as  an  high  degree 
of  opprefTion,  and  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  defign 
to  make  the  company  fubfervient  to  the  ends  of 
government,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes.  The  argu- 
ments that  were  ufed  on  this  occafion  in  parliament, 
will  fpeak  befl  for  themfelves,  and  they  Ihall  be  given 
nearly  in  the  fame  words  as  they  were  delivered. 

"  The  plea  of  diftrefs  was  examined,  and  alledged 
to  be  only  temporary,  by  a  deficiency  of  prefent  calli  j 
but  it  was  inflfted,  that  in  point  of  folvency,  the  com* 
pany  was  in  the  higheft  degree  of  credit.  That  the 
ininifler  himfelf  had  admitted  this  fact.  That  the 
grofs  abufes  committed  in  India,  had  rendered  it  ne- 
cefiary  to  appoint  a  fet  of  gentlemen,  in  whom  the 
confidence  of  the  company,   whofe  interefl  was  at 

(take. 
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flake,  was  placed  to  reform  thofe  abufcs  and  fegulate 
their  affairs;  by  whofe  interpofition,  notwithflanding 
the  expe.nce,  vaft  fums  might  be,  and  probably  would 
be  faved  to  the  company;  that  it  was  a  new  fyftem  of 
conduct,  as ■  well  as  anew  mode  of  argument,  that 
becaufe  people  were  diftreffed,  they  fhould  not  be 
permitted  to  take  proper  meafures  to  retrieve  their 
affairs;  that  this  was  a  propofal  for  an  ex poji  fa§fo 
law,  and  was  to  reilrain  the  company  from  doing  what 
was  already  legally  done;  that  the  report  was  founded 
Upon  a  falfe  principle,  the  alledged  motive  being  to 
preferve  the  company  ^rom  a  farther  embarraffment  in 
the  prefent  fl^teof  their  affairs,  by  their  running  into 
an  extraordinary  expence;  whereas  the  expences  of 
the  fupervifion,  were  to  be  paid,  and  paid  only,  out  of 
the  favings  which  it  might  be  produftive  of  in  India^ 
and  could  have  no  poffible  effeft  on  their  prefent  dif- 
treffes  at  home.  That  the  company,  notwithftanding 
the  full  powers  with  which  they  were  legally  furniih- 
ed,  for  the  management  of  their  internal  affairs,  and 
the  appointment  of  their  fervants,  had  ffiewn  fo  great 
an  attention  and  deference  to  parliament,  that  though 
the  fupervifors  were  appointed,  and  the  gentlemen  in 
jeadinefs  to  depart,  they  had  already  fufpended  the 
commiffion,  only  upon  hearing  that  the  houfe  had  be- 
gun an  enquiry  into  their  affairs,  and  were  determin- 
ed it  fhould  not  take  place,  till  the  iffue  of  that  en- 
quiry. That  the  report  ftrikes  at  the  very  charter 
and  conftitution  of  the  company;  was  unprecedented, 
'and  unparliamentary;  and  it  was  hoped  would  be  dif- 
miffed,  in  fuch  a  m.anner  as  fliouid  vindicate  the  ho- 
nour of  the  houfe,  and  prevent  fuch  attempts  for  the 
future. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  arguiTients  the  minifter  declared, 
that  no  hoilile  intentions  whatever,  were  conceived 
Vol.   I.  T  t  againd 
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againfl  the  company;  that  it  was  the  intention  of  par- 
liament, and  the  great  wifh  of  adminiftration,  to  ren- 
der it  a  great  and  glorious  company,  and  to  fettle  it 
upon  the  moil  permanent  foundation;  but  that  they 
were  entering  into  a  very  expenfive  commiflion,  at  a 
time,  that  from  their  former  mifcondud,  their  diftref- 
fes  were  lb  great,  as  to  put  them  under  the  neceffity 
of  applying  to  the  public  for  a  loan  of  money,  and  that 
they  owed  confiderable  arrears  to  governmentj  that 
it  was  undoubtedly  the  duty  of  parliament  to  preferve 
them  from  ruin;  that  the  committee  which  had  been 
appointed  by  the  houfe  to  infpeft  the  afFaii-s  of  the 
company,  have  judged  it  expedient  that  a  reftraint 
Ihould  be  laid  upon  them  in  refpedl  to  that  meafure, 
and  that  as  no  reftraint  could  poffibly  be  laid  but  by 
&6t  of  parliament,  it  was  neceffary  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  that  purpofc.  Doubts  were  alfo  raifed  in  the  de- 
bate (though  no  more  than  doubts)  whether  the  com- 
pany could  legally  ilTue  a  commiffion.  If  they  could, 
it  was  afferted,  that  the  company  could  not  give  their 
commilTioners  proper  and  effeclual  authority  without 
the  aid  of  parliament;  nor  were  they,  under  whofe 
government  all  thofe  abufes  had  arifen,  in  the  leaft 
equal  to  the  correftion  of  them. 

In  order  to  elude  the  prefenc  temper,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  eftabliflimcnt  of  a  precedent  fo  fatal  to  their 
lights,  two  gentlemen  who  were  direc^lors  of  the  India 
company,  and  then  in  their  places  as  members,  offered 
to  pledge  themfelves  to  the  houfe,  that  the  fufpenfioa 
fliould  not  be  taken  o(F,  nor  the  fupervifor  fufi'ered  to 
depart,  until  fuch  a  progrefs  was  made  in  the  prefent 
enquiry,  as  fliould  afford  full  fatisfaiftion,  both  with 
refpeft  to  the"ftate  of  their  affairs,  and  the  propriety 
of  the  meafure. 

,    Tills 
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This  propofal  was  reje6led.  it  \Vas  faid,  that 
though  the  company  might  for  the  prefent  haverefolv- 
ed  to  (brpend  the  departure  of  the  fupervifors,  nothing 
but  an  ad-  of  parliament  could  make  that  refolution 
effectuah  that  they  might  refcind  on  one  day,  their 
own  refolutions  or  meafures  of  the  proceeding;  that 
the  opinion  or  promifes  of  the  whole  court  of  direclors/ 
could  afford  no  fecurity  in  this  refpedl, '  as  the  direc- 
tion was  inferior  to  the  general  courts,  where  their 
a£ts  were  liable  to  be  over-ruled  by  the  proprietors; 
and  that  an  advantage  might  be  taken  during  the 
Chriftmas  recefs,  offending  the  fupervifors  far  out  of 
the  reach  of  parliament.  That  this  bill  was  no  inva- 
fion  of  any  charter,  it  was  only  an  ad;  to  prevent  a 
pofiibieevil;  to  prevent  the  company  from  crownino-. 
all  their  former  extravagance,  by  entering  into  an  un- 
neceflary  and  ruinous  expence,  when  they  were  jufc 
upon  the  brink  of  bankruptcy. 

On  the  other  fide/  the  whole  meafure,  as  well  as' 
the  unconftitutional  nature  of  the  committee  from 
which  it  originated,  were  condemned  in  the  mofl  fe- 
vei'e  and  pointed  terms.     It'v/as  faid  to  be  neither 
more  nor  iefs,  than  a  bill  to  fufpend  the  laws  of  the 
land;   that  it  was  lubverfive  of  rights,  which  the  com- 
pany not  only  enjoyed  by  charter,  but  had  purchafed 
from  the  public,  for  high  and  valuable  confiderations. 
That  it  difgraced  the  dignity  of  parliament,  by  a  wan- 
ton exertion  of  authority,  without  a  m.otive;  that  too 
many  complaints   v/ere  already  loudly  and  publicly 
made,  that  every  minifterial  job  Vv'as  adopted  as  foon 
as  propofed,  without  regard  to  reafon,   argument,  or 
confequences,  whereby  the  refped,  and  confidence,  fo 
eiTentiai  to  the  nature  of  parliament,  v/ere  funk  to  a 
degree  that  could  fcarcely  be  paralleled  in  the  worft 
of  times.     That  adminiftration  had  found  out  an  ad- 

T  t  2  mirable. 
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mirable  method    of  rendering    the  company  great 
and  glorious  j  they  began  by  plundering  them,  under 
the  name  of  an  agreement,  of  above  two  millions,  and 
now  put  the  laft  hand  to  the  work,  by  taking  advan- 
tacre  of  the  diftrefs  principally  caufed  by  that  plunder, 
to  deprive  them  of  their  charter,  and  overthrow  their 
conftitution :  fir(i  they  tempt  and  terrify  them  into  a 
ruinous  extravagance  of  grants  and  dividends,   and 
then  as  a  puniltment  deprive  them  of  whatever  this 
extravagance  had  left.     That  indeed  the  minifter  was 
lavifh  in  his  declarations  of  his  friendly  intentions  to- 
wards the  company,    and  thefe  declarations  mull- be 
confidered  as  a  full  compenfation  for  every  thing  they 
fuffered.     It  was  farther  faid,  that  this   bill  muft  be 
produftive  of  the  moft  fatal  conlequences  with  refpeft 
to  the  other  funds,  and  put  an  end  to  all  confidence  in 
the  public  faith  s  and  it  was  aflced  with  great  bitter- 
nefs,  what  fecurity  there  could  be  in  a  country,  where 
the  royal  charters,  repeatedly  ratified  and  confirmed 
by  acls  of  parliament,  could  give  no  permanent  eftab- 
iifhment  to  property.     That  the  argument  of  expence 
was  a  mere  pretext  to  cover  worfe  defigns.     That  it 
was  admitted  fome  fort  of  fupervifion  was  neceffary 
and  the  objection   of  expence  was  equally  applicable 
to  any  fort  of  fupervifion.     As  to  the  want  of  powers, 
it  was  faid,  that  if  there  was  any  defe6t  of  that  fort  in 
the  company's  charter,  they  might  be'given  with  equal 
efi^edl  to  the  commifTioners  who  are  legally  appointed, 
and  without  any  violation  of  the  rights  or  charter  of 
the  company. 

To  thefe  and  many  other  flriftures,  the  diftrefles 
and  cxtravagarj^ce  of  the  company,  the  necelTity  of 
obferving  the  ftrictefl  ceconomy  in  their  affairs,  to- 
gether with  a  due  regard  for  their  welfare,  which  was 
fo  intimately  conne6ted  with  that  of  the  (late,  and  a 
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juft  attention  to  the  fecurity  of  their  creditors,  were 
deemed  in  general  lufficient  anfwers ;  it  was  alfo  in- 
filled  on,  that  this  naeafure  was  no  invafion  of  their 
rights  i  and  that  if  it  had,  the  legiflature  had  an  un- 
queftioned  right  to  interfere,  to  prevent  their  running 
headlong  to  ruin.  Upon  adivifion,  the  queftion  was 
carried  by  a  great  majority,  being  fupported  by  114 
votes,  againft  43  only,  who  oppofed  the  bringing  in 
of  the  bill. 

In  the  farther  progrefs  of  this  bill,  a  petition,  couch- 
ed in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  was  prefgnted  againil  it  by 
the  India  company  j  and  feveral  of  their  fervants,  con- 
fiding of  the  examiner  of  the  records,  the  auditor  of 
Indian  accounts,  the  accountant  general,  and  the 
fuperintendant  of  the  cuftom-houfe  accounts,  were 
examined,  by  the  company's  defire,  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  in  order  as  well  to  fhew  a  true 
ilate  of  their  affairs,  as  themifcondud  and  difobedience 
of  their  fervants  abroad,  and  the  confequent  necefnty 
of  the  fupervifion.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe  examina- 
tions it  appeared,  that  the  exorbitances  and  oppreffions 
ftill  continued  to  be  committed  by  the  company's  fer- 
vants in  India.  Through  their  own  imprudence,  in 
afking  needlefs  or  improper  queftions,  a  full  fhare  of 
thofe  charges  were  brought  directly  home,  to  fome 
of  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  then  fitting  in  the  houfe. 

It  appeared,  that  fince  the  year  1765,  the  company's 
cxpences  had  encreafed,  from  700.000I.  to  the  enor- 
iTious  fum  of  1,700,0001.  annually.  It  aifo  appeared, 
that  government  had  received  by  the  nett  duties,  the 
indemnity  upon  tea,  and  the  ftipulated  400,000].  little 
lefs  than  two  millions  annually  from  the  company. 
That  the  latter  had  loft  by  the  indemnity  agreement, 
from  its  firft  commencement,  atleafl  one  million  j  of 
Y'^hich  70O3O00I.  went  to  government,  and  the  remain- 
der 
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dcr  to  the  purchafers.  It  was  alfo  fhewn,  that  govern- 
ment had  profited,  extraordinarily,  by  the  company, 
within  the  lad  five  years,  to  the  vaft  amount  of 
3,395,0001.  viz.  by  the  produce  of  the  annual  (lipula- 
ted  fum,  2,200,oool.  and  by  the  encreafe  of  the 
revenue,  compared  on  a  medium  with  the  five  pre- 
ceedino- years,  1,185,0001.  That  the  whole  of  the 
company's  receipts  of  dividend  during  the  fame 
period,  fcarcely  amounted  to  900,000!.  more  than 
fix  per  cent  upon  its  capital,  which  was  the  lowed 
trading  dividend  tjiat  had  ever  been  made  during  the 
mod  expenfive  and  dangerous  war.  It  appeared  upon 
the  whole,  that  the  company's  mercantile  profits  dur- 
ing the  above  period,  amounted  on  an  average,  to 
464,0001.  annually,  which  would  have  afforded  a 
dividend  of  twelve  and  a  hajf  percent;  fo  that  while 
government  profited  to  the  great  amount  we  have  men- 
tioned, the  company  and  proprietary,  infiead  of  bene- 
fiting a  fingle  Ihiiling,  lod,  confiderably  of  the  dividend, 
which  the  profits  on  their  trade,  only,  .would  have 
aiTorded.  Thence  they  argued,  that  far  from  being 
delinquents,  their  merits  with  the  public  were  un- 
paralkd  by  an  example.  That  the  abufes  com- 
mitted by  their  fervants,  Avere  fuch  as  they  could  not 
prevent,  becaufe  tliey  could  noc  forefee;  that  when 
they  were  known,  tiiey  endeavoured  by  reiterated 
orders  from  home  to  corredt  them;  ,that  they  had 
prepared  various  commJfTions  for  that  purpofe;  one 
under  Lo!-d  Ciive;  a  fecond,  which  had  been  unfor- 
tunately lod;  and  a  third,  which  contrary  to  their 
rights,  was  now  piopofed  to  be  refcinded.  They  con- 
tended, that  parliament  could  not  take  this  dep,  as  be- 
ing contrary  to  public  faith.  The  matters  of  faft  in 
the  petition,  were  dated  by  the  evidence  with  clear- 
nefs  and  precifion;  I  have  been  the  more  particu- 
lar 
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laf  in  this  detail,  as  it  will  undoubtedly  excite  the  ad- 
miration of  future  ages  to  confider  the  power  and 
opulence,  which  had  been  once  in  the  poffeflion  of 
a  company  of  Englifi>  merchants. 

A  fecond  report  had  been  made  during  this  time 
by  the  fecret  committee,  which  contained  a  long 
llatement  of  the  company's  affairs;  of  their  debts, 
credits,  and  effects,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  It  was 
objeded  that  this  piece  was  fo  overloaded  with  figures 
and  accounts,  and  fo  full  of  intricacies,  that  it  could 
afford  but  little  information,  (except  what  was  taken 
for  granted  from  the  grofs  fums)  within  the  narrow 
time  that  fuch  information  could  be  neceffary,  with 
refped  to  the  prefent  bill.  This  ftate  of  their  affairs, 
was  confidered  by  the  company  and  its  friends,  as  a 
very  unfavourable,  if  not  unfair,  reprcfentation  of 
them;  and  drew  many  ftriclures  upon  the  committee, 
the  darknefs  of  its  proceedings,  and  the  doubtful  in- 
formation that  could  be  obtained  through  fuch  a  me- 
diqm.  It  was  again  lamented,  that  a  fair  and  open 
enquiry  had  not  been  carried  on,  according  to  the 
happy  genius  and  fpirit  of  the  Engliih  conltitution,  by 
which  every  gentleman  would  have  had  an  opportuni- 
ty, offounciing  his  opinion  upon  matters  as  they  ap- 
peared to  himleif,  and  of  requiring  fuch  explantations 
as  he  thought  neceffary;  that  the  time  unavoidably 
fpent  in  fuch  an  inveitigation,  would  afford  leifure  for 
cool  deliberation,  and  for  digeiling,  in  fome  degrecj 
the  feveral  parts  of  fuch  complicated  m.atter  ?  where^ 
by  random  opinions  and  hafty  reports,,  framed  in  a 
hurry,  and  without  apoffibility  of  feeing  all  the.iides 
of  the  fubjeft,  v/ould  be  precluded;  and  atjhe.fam^ 
time,  the  parties  concerned,  Vv'ould  have  ^n.  equicabl<5 
opportunity  of  attending  to  their  rerpeift:iy.e  intflr-ciL*!, 
clearing  up  doubtful  points,  re<flifying  miftakes,  and 
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the  fatisfaftion  of  knowing  the  ground  upon  which 
meafures  were  to  be  founded,  in  whofe  confequences 
they  were  fo  deeply  afFe^fled. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  Urged,  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  acquitted  itfelfof  its  truft  with  the  moft  dif- 
tinguirtied  fidelity,  and  difpatched  and  had  gone 
through  fo  complicated  a  bufine'fs  in  lefs  time  than 
could  be  expedledj  which  could  not  have  been  done, 
if  the  committee  had  been  open,  and  fubjed  to  debate 
on  the  feverai  articles.  That  it  is  no  wonder^  that 
matters  of  account  in  fuch  a  bufinefs  fhould  appear  to 
produce  different  conclufions,  accc^rding  to  the  differ- 
ent manner  of  viewing  and  ftating  them.  But  linlefs 
diredl  falfification  were  proved,  the  houfe  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  abide  by  the  ftatement  of  thofe  whom  they 
had  chofen  for  the  purpofe. 

Upon  the  third  reading   of  the  bill,  counfel  wa5 
heard  in  behalf  of  the  company,  after  which  great  de- 
bates arofe.     It  was  advanced  by  the  oppofers  of  the 
bill,  that  as  the  company's  legal  right  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  all  its  own  fervants,  to    the  entire  manage- 
ment'and  regulation  of  its  internal  affairs,  had  been 
fo  clearly  proved  as  not  to  admit  of  a  queflion,  and 
that  the  rapacity,  mifconduct,  and  difobedienctj  of  the 
fervants  in  the   prefidencies  abroad,  was  fo  notorious 
as  to  be  allowed  on  all  hands,  no  reafonable  objedtiori 
could  now  lie  to  the  exercife  of  that  right,  when  its 
expediency,  and  even  neceffity,  were  fo  evident j   and 
that  as  every  delay  in  the  prefent  circumftances,   muft 
be  ruinous  in  the  higheft  degree  to  the  company,  and 
proportionally  prejudical  to  the  nation  j    it  was  to  be 
hoped,  that  no  farther   oppofition  would  be  made,   to 
the  carrying  of  the  comiffion  of  fupcrvifion  into  im^- 
mediate  execution,  and  that  the  prefent  bill  would  be 
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tejeftedi  is  founded  upon  falfe  principlesj  and  of  ari 
iinconftitutional  and  dangerous  tendency. 

To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  the  evidence  given  at 
the  bar,   and  the  arguments   oppofed  by   the  counfil 
againft  the  bill,    contained  the  flrongeft  reafons  that 
could  pOlTibly  have  been  brought  to  fhow  the  urgent 
heceffity  of  its  being  paffed.     That  they  fully  demon- 
ftfated  the  evils  in  India  to  be  of  fuch  a  magnitude, 
that  nothing  lefs   than  the  legiflature  could   reform 
them  i   that  no  power  could  be  granted  to  the  fuper- 
vifion  competent  to  the  remedy  of  fuch  enormities ; 
that  the  commiflion  was  befidcs  faulty  in  its  principles 
as  the  governors  and  councils  in  the  refpeftive  prefi- 
dencies  in  India,   were  joined  in  power  by  it,   with 
the  fupervifors  who    were   intended  to  be  fent  from 
England  j  that  as  the  number  of  the  former  Was  per- 
manent,  they  mull  foon  by  death  or  ficknefs  become 
a  majority  j  that  by  this  means,  the  capital  offenders, 
who  were  the  authors  of  all  the  evils  complained  of, 
would  becomiC  the  judges  of  their  own  crimes,  and 
the  redreflers  of  their   own  opprefTions  j  was  it  then 
by  meni  who  had  long  rioted^  with  the  moft  unrelent- 
ing cruelty,  in  the  diftreffes  of  their  miferable  fellow- 
creatures,  that  juftice  was  to  be  rcftored  to  her  proper 
courfe,  and  the  mifchiefs  which  their  iniquities  caufed 
were  to  be  removed  ? 

That  the  legiflature  had  a  fupreme  controuling 
power,  to  which  all  itiuft,  and  ought  to  fjbmit ;  that 
this  power  could  never  be  applied  with  greater  pro- 
priety or  benefit,  than  in  the  prefent  inftance,  when 
the  welfare  and  fecurity  of  many  millions,  ^nd  the  pre- 
iervation  of  great  countries  and  revenues  depended 
upon  its  exertion.  That  laws,  as  well  as  charters, 
muft  fubmit  to  a  change  of  times  and  feafons,and  mull 
be  altered,  modelled,  or  repealed,  as  circumftances 
Vol.  I,  ^  U  u  and 
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and  the  nature  of  things  require ;  that  it  could 
never  have  been  intended  at  the  tinne  of  granting 
the  company's  charters,  to  give  them  a  power  of 
leo-iflation  over  great  countries,  in  which  it  was  not 
pofuble  to  be  fuppofed  they  ever  could  have  any  other 
footino-,  than  a  permifiion  to  trade  as  inmates  and 
ftranoers.  That  India  affairs  were  now  under  the 
confideration  of  parliament,  and  while  matters  were 
in  this  fufpenfe,  it  would  be  abfurd  to  allow  the  com- 
pany to  proceed  to  their  own  bottom,  and  to  fnatch 
the  bufinels  out  of  their  hands  :  either  there  was,  or 
there  v/as  not,  occafion  for  the  interpofition  of  par- 
liament ;  if  there  was,  how  could  the  company  pre- 
tend to  aft  independent  of  them,  after  they  had  ap- 
plied for  relief  to  the  minifter  ?  If  there  was  not^  why 
did  they  apply  ? 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  obferved,  that  parliamenta- 
ry interpofition  had  hitherto  been  attended  with  very 
little  advantage  to  the  company.  That  the  laft  par- 
liament had  undertaken  in  the  year  1767,  the  regula- 
tion of  their  affairs,  and  after  fpending  the  greater 
part  of  the  feffion  upon  that  bufinefs,  the  refult  was, 
the  extortion  of  a  vaft  fum  of  money  from  the  company 
without  an  equivalent,  and  the  leaving  their  affairs  to 
fhift  for  themfelves,  without  the  fmalleft  regulation; 
that  their  affairs  had  fince  continued  open  to  parlia^ 
ment,  wichout  any  thing  being  done,  but  the  making 
or  renewing  of  bargains  for  the  benefit  of  government, 
without  the  fmalleft  attention  to  that  of  the  company; 
that  a  feleft  committee  had  been  appointed  in  tl^e  pre- 
ceding feffion,  which  had  continued  its  fittings  through- 
out the  fummer,  and  it  was  not  pretended  that  the 
company  had  reaped  any  advantages  from  them;  and 
that  a  fccret  committee  had  newly  ftarted  up,  the 
benefits  of  which  were  yet  to  be  difcovered,  as  nothing 

but 
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but  complaints  had  hitherto  attended  its  proceedings. 
That  if  the  company  was  not  armed  with  fufiicient 
powers,  for  the  punifnment  of  its  ferv^ants,  and  the 
regulations  of  its  government  in  India,  the  f^iult  lay 
wholly  in  adminiftration,  a^>  a  bill  had  been  brouo-hc 
for  that  purpofe  in  the  preceding  felTion,  which  wa^ 
laid  by,  under  pretence  of  waiting  for  the  difcoVeries 
that  were  to  be  made  by  the  feleft  committee. 

That  the  evils  apprehended,  from  the  extraordinary 
powers  of  the   fupervifion  falling  into  the  hands  of 

t-he  offenders  in  India,   were  merely  imaginary  j 

the  company  had  well  forefeen,  and  erfedually  pro- 
vided againft  thofe  evils,  in  the  body  of  the  com- 
miffion  ;  no  a6l  of  the  fupervifion  can  be  valid,  with- 
out the  prefence  of  three  of  the  commi-rfioners  j  the 
firfb  of  thefe  is  to  have  the  calling  voice,  and  they  are 
to  be  alTifted  by  the  governor,  the  commander  in 
chief,  and  fecond  in  council  only  as  inferior  alleflbrs  j 
and  the  fupervifor^'liave  power,  if  they  fee  caufe^  to 
difmifs  the  gove'rnor  and  the  whole  council,  and  have 
a  power  of  controul  in  all  cafes. 

That  if  the  particular  interells  of  the  company 
v/ere  confidered  as  matters  of  indifference,  the  great 
revenues,  and  immenfe  benefits  it  afforded  to  the  pub- 
lic, were  not  to  be  wantonly  fported  with  j  that  as 
the  reftraint  in  the  bill  was  laid  for  fix  months,  and 
the  feafon  of  the  year  would  of  neceffity  continue 
it  for  fix  more,  twelve  whole  months,  in  the  prefent 
critical  ftate  of  their  affairs,  would  be  totally  loft  to 
the  company,  before  any  intended  regulation,  whether 
by  parliament,  or  otherwife,  could  poffibly  take 
pla(?ej  that  this  delay  might  be  productive  of  the  mofb 
mifchievous  effects  to  the  compaay,  as  the  grievance^ 
and  evils  which  they  wanted  to  remedy  or  prevent, 
would  have  the  accumulation  of  all  that  tirne  added  to 

U  u  2  their 
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their prefcnt  amount;  and  as  the  defign  of  regulation, 
would  befo  long  known  before-hand  to  the  offenders, 
they  would  ufe  fuch  induftry  in  their  feveral  depart- 
ments, that  there  wouhl  not  be  much  left  for  redrefs, 
by  the  time  that  it  could  take  place. 

But  the  great  force  of  the  arguments  on  this  fide, 
was  principally  direded  to  the  prefent  unufual  and 
extraordinary  flretch  of  parliamentary  authority;  it 
was  acknowledged  that  a  fupreme  undefined  power 
was  ultimately  lodged  in  the  legiflaturiej  but  it  was  in- 
filled, that  fuch  an  exertion  of  it  could  only  be  jufti- 
fied  by  the  mofl  urgent  neceiHty  j  arid  that  as  no  fuch 
necefTity  now  exilted,  it  was  a  wanton  violation  of 
public  faith,  law,  and  conftitutiori,  without  an  equi- 
table motive.  That  it  was  the  invafion  of  a  right 
which  parliament  had  not  granted  but  fold;  a  right 
for  which  the  faith  of  the  nation  was  pledged,  and 
which  could  not  be  taken  away  without  an  aft  of 
forfeiture  in  the  company;  nor  even  in  that  cafe,  with- 
out compenfation.  That  this  violent  and  danger- 
ous exertion  of  power,  mull  not  only  deftroy  the  credit 
of  the  Eafl  India  company,  but  alfo  afFedl  the  bank, 
the  South  lea,  and  all  other  public  companies,  none  of 
which  could  have  any  other  fecurities  than  thofe  which 
are  now  violated;  that  whenever  a  war  took  place, 
the  efFefls  of  this  unjufl  and  pernicious  meafure,  upon 
the  national  credit  in  general,  would  be  too  late,  and 
too  fatally  experienced;  and  that  it  was  not  lefs  dan- 
gerous in  its  principle,  nor  mifchievous  in  its  prece- 
dent to  the  city  of  London,  and  all  the  other  corpo- 
rated  bodies  in  the  Britifh  empire. 

A  particular  charge  v/as  alfo  made  upon  adminiflra- 
tion  with  regard  to  their  m^otives  for  this  fufpenfion. 
It  was  faid  that  they  had  arbitrarily  and  capricioufly 
fufpendcd  the  legal  courfe  of  bufinefs  in  the  court  of 

proprietors 
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proprietors,  and  forced  this  matter,  into  parliament, 
only  to  gratify  a  private  refentment;  that  the  com- 
pany had  been  officioufly  informed  by  their  chairman, 
and  deputy-chairman,  (the  only  medium  through 
which  they  could  have  any  communication  with  govern- 
ment) that  the  meafures  relative  to  the  fubverfioq 
were  approved  of  by  adminiftration;  but  that  as  foon 
as  it  was  found,  that  the  company  did  not  chufe  to  in- 
truft  their  affairs  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  were 
nominated  for  that  purpofe  by  the  minifters,  they  im- 
mediately fet  their  face  againll  the  whole  meafure,  and 
now  had  the  fortune  to  find  the  houfe  fo  compliant  as 
to  adopt  their  refentments. 

It  was  obferyable,  that  many  of  thofe,  who  either 
in  themfelves -or  their  families,  were  under  great  ob- 
ligations to  the  company,  and  particularly  fuch  as  had 
obtained  vaft  fortunes  in  her  fervice,  now  joined  ad- 
miniftration  in  this  bill.  The  effedls  of  the  party  dif- 
putes  with  refped  to  the  appointment  of  fupervifors, 
were  alfo  very  vifible  on  this  occafion.  Though  the 
queftion  was  debated  warmly  and  ably  by  the  oppofi- 
tion,  fuch  was  the  force  of  the  general  odium  in  which 
the  company  flood,  and  fuch  the  weaknefs  arifing  front 
its  internal  diffentions,  that  the  numbers  againfl  the 
bill  were  very  trifling.  Befides  many  of  the  oppofi- 
tion  had  not  then  come  to  town.  Upon  a  divifion  late 
at  night,  and  not  a  very  thin  houfe,  the  bill  was  car- 
ried by  a  majority  of  more  than  five  to  one,  the  num- 
bers being  153,  to  28  only. 

The  reflraining  bill  prefented  the  next  day  to 
the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  it  being  fo  near  the  holidays, 
was  carried  through  with  the  greateft  difpatch.  It 
did  not,  however,  pafs  without  oppolitioni  though, 
as  in  the  other  houfe  "the  opponents  were  few.  A 
noble  duke,  who  had  long  been  diflinguifhed  in  op- 

pofition. 


3^  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y   O  F  A.  D.  1773. 

j)ofition,  and  who  of  late  had  applied  himfelf  with 
uncommon  indullry  to  obtain  a  perfeft  knowledge  of 
India  affairs,  traverfed  this  bill  with  great  vigour 
and  almoft  alone,  for  the  fiiort  rime  in  which  it  was 
paffing  through  its  feveral  Rages.  As  the  bill  was 
brought  in  on  a  Saturday,  and  a  report  was  fpread  in 
the  evening,  and  inferted  in  the  news-papers,  that  it 
had  been  carried  that  day  through  its  laft  reading,  (a 
matter,  however  uncommon,  which  was  readily  be- 
lieved) the  India  company  had  not  time  to  go  through  v 
the  neceiTary  forms,  for  afiembling  in  its  corporate 
capacity,  and  framing  and  prefenting  apetition,  before 
the  following  Wednefday,  on  which  it  was  finally 
pafled.  A  petition  ligned  by  14  proprietors  was 
however,  received,  and  witneffes  were  examined,  and 
council  heard  at  the  bar  againrt  the  bill. 

Wefnall  take  notice  offome  of  the  arguments  that 
were  ufed  upon  this  occaiion,  fo  far  as  they  were 
peculiar  to  tlie  place,  or  may  feem  to  throw  new  light 
upon  the  fubjeft.  As  the  houfe  of  Lords  is  clofe  fhut, 
we  are  obliged  to  gather  the  arguments  of  the  minority 
in  that  houfe  from  their  protefrs,  thofe  of  the  miniftry, 
we  muft  fuppofe  nearly  the  fame  with  thofe  ufed  in  the 
houfe  of  Commons.  It  was  urged  againfl  the  bill, 
that  the  arbitrary  taking  away  of  legal  franchifes  and 
capacities,  without  any  legal  caufe  of  forfeiture,  eftab-  • 
lilhes  a  precedent,  which  leaves  no  fort  of  fecurity'to 
the  fubjecl  for  his  liberties;  fince  his  exercifing 
them,  in  the  ftrifteft  conformity  to  all  the.rules  of  law, 
general  equity,  and  inortal  condud,  is  not  fuflicient  to 
preven  t  pari  iament  from  interefti  ng  its  fovereign  powers 
ro  divefc  them  of  thefe  rights ;  by  means  of  which 
infecurity,  the  honourable  diftinftion  between  the 
Britifh  and  other  forms  of  government,  is  in  a  great 
nieafure  lolt ;    that  this  misfortune  is  greatly  growing 

upon 
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upon  us,  through  temporary,  occafional,  and  partiaJ 
a6ts  of  parliament,  which,  without  confideration  of 
their  conformity  to  the  general  principles  of  our  law 
and  conilitution,  are  adopted  raflily  and  liaftily  upon 
every  petty  occafion ;  that  though  it  may  be  difHcuk 
to  fix  any  legal  limit  to  the  extent  of  legiflative  power ; 
it  is  to  be  fuppofed,  that  parliament  is  as  much  bound 
as  any  individual  to  the  obfervance  of  its  own  com- 
pa6l;  or  otherwifc,  it  is  impotuble  to  underftand  whac 
public  faith  means,  or  how  public  credit  can  fubfifl. 

That  the  India  company  might  have  been  legally 
called  in  queftion,  and  even  its  charter  endangered, 
for  a  negleft  of  exercifing  thofe  necelTary  powers  with 
which  it  is  entruited,  and  the  ufe  of  which  it  is  now 
propofed  to  fufpend ;  and  that  it  mufi:  be  a  govern- 
ment compofed  of  deceit  and  violence,  where  tnea 
are  liable  to  be  punifhed  if  they  decline,  or  to  be  re- 
trained if  they  endeavour  to  exercifc  their  lawful 
powers.  That  it  appears  by  evidence,  upon  oath,  ac 
the  bar,  that  the  company  had  been  authoritatively 
informed,  that  the  commifllon  for  reo;ulating, their  af- 
fairs,  would  have  been  approved  of  by  adminillrationj 
and  that  their  fituation  was  peculiarly  unfortunate, 
when  driven  from  all  confidence  in  public  faith,  and 
the  laws  of  their  country,  they  fhould  find  no  fecuri- 
ty  for  their  charter  privileges  even  in- thofe  very  mini- 
Iters,  under  whofe  fmilion  they  had  every  poITible  rea- 
fon  to  believe  they  were  a(5ling. 

It  was  much  objefted  to,  that  the  bill  was  brought 
in  at  a  feafon,  when  the  houfe  is  alv/ays  ill  attended, 
and  hurried  through  v/ith  a  violent,  and  it  was  faid,  in- 
decent precipitation.  That  a  rcafon  of  fad:  was  al- 
ledged  in  the  preamble,  flating  the  expence  of  the 
commifTion  to  be  very  confiderable  :  and  they  had  not 
before  them  any  account  01*  eflimate  of  the  expences, 

aCluai 
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aftual  or  probable,  nor  were  fupplied  with  any  ac- 
counts tending  to  Ihew  the  prefent  ability  or  inability 
of  the  company  to  bear  itj  fo  that  the  Lords  were  to 
aflfert  facts,  and  on  thefe  fafts  to  ground  a  law,  alter- 
ing the  condition,  and  fufpending  the  charter  rights 
of  the  company,  without  a  poflibility  of  knowing 
whether  the  fadls  be  true  or  falfe ;  and  that  with  a 
determination  to  continue  uninformed,  it  had  been  re- 
fufed  to  call  for  the  evidence  of  the  directors  concern- 
ing the  expence  j  or  in  a  matter  of  fuch  importance, 
both  in  itfelfand  its  example,  to  follow  the  ancient 
fettled  parliamentary  courfe  of  defiring  a  conference 
with  the  Commons  in  order  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  evidence  which  they  received  as  the  grounds  of 
their  proceeding. 

It  was  laid,  that  it  muft  be  a  matter  of  aftonifliment 
to  the  public,  who  had  for  a  long  time  earneltly  and 
anxioufly  looked  to  the  company,   or  to  parliament, 
for  redrefs  of  the  grievances  in  India,  to  find  at  length, 
that  the  latter  is  only  employed  in  preventing  the 
former  from  doing  its  duty  j  that  inftead  of  corre6ting 
the  abufe,  they  oppofed  themfelves  to  the  reformation; 
that  when  it  was  expefted,  that   thofe  who  had  wrong- 
ed the  company  Ihould  have  been  brought  to  exem- 
plary punifhmcntjthe  fuffering company  itfelf  is  depri- 
ved of  its  right ;  and  inftead  of  calling  delinquents  to 
account,  the  perfons  legally  empowered  to  corre(^  or 
reftrain  them,  are  by  parliament  fufpended  from  their 
office. 

On  the  other  fide,  befides  many  of  thofe  arguments 
wliich  we  have  before  feen  ftared  in  fupport  of  the 
bill,  it  is  faid,  that  the  charge  upon  adminiftration,  of 
having  at  one  time  given  a  fanction  to  the  commilTion 
for  fuperintending  the  company's  affairs,  was  pofitive- 
ly  denied,  with  rcfpc6t  to  fuch  of  its  members  as  be- 
longed 
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longed  to  that  houfej  and  reafons  were  brought  to 
fhew,  why  it  could  not  be  well  founded  vmh  refpeft 
to  others.  As  to  the  dangers  that  were  apprehended 
from  this  meafure  with  refpeft  to  the  national  credit, 
they  were  reprefented  as  merely  imaginary  ;  and  it  was 
faid,  that  it  would  have  a  totally  contrary  effeft,  as  the 
Dutch,  who  had  much  more  money  in  our  public 
funds,  than  any  other  foreigners,  would  think  them- 
felves  much  fafer,  when  they  found  that  the  India 
company  was  under  the  care  and  prote(ilion  of  par- 
liament, than  if  they  had  been  abandoned  to  their  own 
wild  fchemes  of  regulatiori  and  management. 

That  they  had  no  evidence  that  this  bill  was  con- 
trary to  the  company's  inclinations,  any  more  than  to 
their  interefts ;  that  the  petition  they  had  heard  at 
the  bar,  was  no  corporate  aft,  and  was  figned  only  by 
fourteen  proprietors,  out  of  about  feventeen  hundred, 
of  which  the  company  confifled  ;  that  the  vaft  majority 
by  which  it  was  carried  through  the  other  houfe, 
where  the  moft  ample  information  was  obtained  of  the 
company's  affairs,  and  the  very  fmail  number  that  had 
aflented  to  it,  fufficiently  fhewed  the  juflice,  proprie- 
ty, and  expediency  of  the  meafure.  Other  charges 
or  cenfures  were  anfwered,  by  the  fhortnefs  of  the 
time,  and  the  advantage  the  company  might  take  of 
parliament  during  the  recefs.  Upon  a  divifion,  the 
bill  v/as  carried  by  nearly  a  proportional  majority,  to 
that  which  had  attended  it  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
26  lords  having  voted  for  it,  to  6  only  who  oppofed 
its  pafling ;  it  was,  however,  followed  by  a  remarkably 
pointed  and  fevcre  proteft." 

"  What  palTed  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  upon  this  fub- 
jed,  will  appear  manifeft  from  the  protells  of  a  num- 
ber of  noble  Lords,  againfl  the  regulating  bill,  and 
upon  the  motion  made  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  for 
Vol.  I.  X  X  making 
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making  certain  enquiries  relative  to  the  Eaft  India 
company,  and  the  holding  of  a  conference  with  the 
commons  upon  that  fubjeft.  "Becaufe,"  fay  they,  "the 
preamble  to  this  bill,  ftating  dcfeds  in  the  powers  of 
the  Eafl  India  company,  abufes  in  its  adminiftration, 
and  injuries  to  public  and  commercial  credit,  ought  to 
have  been  fupported  by  evidence  adapted  ro  the  na- 
ture of  the  feveral  matters  alledged.  But  the  pro- 
du6lion  of  charters  has  been  refufed  by  the  houfe;  no 
v/itnefles  have  been  called  to  afcertain  the  exiftence  or 
quality  of  the  fuppofed  abufes  ;  no  enquiry  has  been 
made  into  the  condition  of  public  credit ;'  and  no  flate 
of  the  company's  commercial  affairs  have  ever  been  laid 
before  us. 

2dly,  Becaufe,  if  the  defe6ls  in  the  charters,  and 
abufes  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  company,  exifl:  in  the 
manner  ftated  in  the  preamble,  no  efFe6tual  provifion  is 
made  in  the  enacting  part  of  the  bill  for  fupplying  the  one 
or  reforming  the  other :  on  the  contrary,  the  utmoft 
diftraction  is  introduced  into  the  whole  oeconomy  of  their 
affairs.  The  nomination  to  the  fubordinate  prefi- 
dencies,  and  inferior  offices  in  India,  is  left  to  the 
company  ;  but  a  fuperior  prefidency  is  appointed  by 
parliament  to  govern  thofe  inferior  officers.  The 
fuperior  prefidency  is  to  receive  orders  from  the  court 
of  directors  ;  but  it  is  left  to  the  private  will  of  the 
king  how  faf  thefe  orders  fhall  be  obeyed.  The  pre- 
fidency is  appointed  to  make  ordinances  and  regula- 
tions, bur  neither  diredlors  or  company  are  to  deter- 
mine on  their  validity.  The  king  alone  is  to  allow 
or  di fallow  thofe  afts,  as  he  fhall  chufe  to  fignify  his 
pleafure  under  his  fign  manual.  This  mode  of  veiling 
ultimately  the  whole  management  of  the  company's 
weighty  political  jjf^airs,  their  vaft  revenues,  and  their 
extenfive  commerce  in  the  king's  private  direftion, 

without 
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without  any  provifion  in  the  bill  for  the  intervention 
of  any  public  body,  (either  the  Eafl-India  company 
or  the  privy  council)  or  any  refponfible  public  miniller, 
is,  we  infill,  not  only  a  high  and  dangerous  violation 
of  the  yet  unquellioned  charters  of  the  company,  but 
a  total  fubverfion  of  all  the  principles  of  the  law  and 
conftitLition  of  this  kingdom. 

jdly,  Becaufe  the  eieflion  of  executive  officers  in 
parliament,  is  plainly  unconftitutional,  and  an  example 
of  the  moft  pernicious  kind,  produftive  of  intrigue  and 
faction,  and  calculated  for  extending  a  corrupt  in-- 
fiuence  in  the  crown.  It  frees  minifters  from  re- 
fiDonfibility,  whilit  it  leaves  them  all  the  effefts  of  pa- 
tronage.  It  defeats  the  wife  defign  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  which  placed  the  nomination  of  all  officers, 
cither  indifcriminately  or  deriviatively,  in  the  crown, 
whilft  it  committed  the  check  upon  improper  nomina- 
tions to  parliament.  But  this  bill,  by  confounding 
thofe  powers  which  the  conftitution  meant  to  keep  fe- 
parate,  has  deftroyed  this  conrroul,  along  with  every 
wife  provifion  of  the  laws  to  prevent  the  abufes  in  the 
nomination  to,  or  exercife  of  office. 

4thly,  Becaufe  this  ufurpation  of  the  company's 
rights  in  appointing  the  fervants,  is  loaded  with  the 
additional  injuftice  of  a  compulfory  payment  of  fala- 
ries,  arbitrarily  fixed  and  chargeable  on  the  com.pany's 
revenues,  without  their  confent. 

5thly,  Becaufe  the  violation  of  the  charter  is  not 
juftified  by  the  importance  of  the  provifions  of  this 
bill,  which  operates  only  to  transfer  patronage  with- 
out conferring  new  powers,  it  being  exprefly  provided 
by  the  bill,  that  thefe  powers  Ihould  be  the  fame  as 
were  formerly  exercifed  by  the  company's  fervants, 
under  the  company's  authority  -,  neither  is  any  advan- 
tage gained  with  regard  to  the  particular  officers  named 

X  X  2  in 
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in  this  bill,  the  perfon  firft  in  rank  and  importance 
in  the  new  parLamennry  prefidency,  being  the  very 
fame  now  at  the  head  of  the  company's  prefidency  at 
Beng.il.  We  mean  to  reflect  neither  upon  that  gentle- 
man nor  any  other,  who  (for  any  thiog  we  know  to 
the  contrarv)  mav  be  men  of  competent  ability  and 
go.)d  char-iftrr  ;  but  we  tltink  ourfelves  bound  to  de- 
clare againft  th."  manifeft  contradidion  and  abfurdity 
of  this  bill,  which.  Hating  abufes  as  now  exiting  in 
India,  for  the  ground  of  its  regulations,  yet  appoints 
the  very  pcrfons  to  prefide  there,  v/ho,  if  the  allega- 
tion, in  the  bill  be  true,  mufc  be  concerned,  either  by 
neglect,  or  a6lual  commiflion,  in  all  the  abufes  com- 
plained of. 

6thly,  Becaufe  the  appointingjudges  by  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  crown,  witii  large  falaries,  payable  out  of 
the  cornpany's  revenue,  without  the  company's  con- 
•  fcnt,  either  to  the  appointment  or  the  payment,  is  an 
a6l  of  flagrant  injuftice,  and  an  outrage  on  all  the 
rights  of  property.  No  neceflity  can  be  pleaded  in 
favour  of  this  violence,  as  the  company  did  lad  year 
voluntarily  propofe  a  nomination  of  judges,  with  far 
better  prdvifions  for  fecuring  a  proper  appointment, 
than  any  contained  in  this  bill. 

ythly,  Becaufe  the  claufe  of  this  bill,  which  deprives 
of  all  fhare  in  the  management  of  their  own  property, 
all  proprietors  not  pollcfied  of  loool.  capital  ftock, 
disfranchifing  without  the  aflighmentof  any  delinquen- 
cy or  abufe,  not  lefs  than  1240  perfons  legally  quali- 
fied, is  an  heinous  a6l  of  injuftice,  opprelTion,  and  ab- 
furdity, and  a  grofs  perverfion  of  the  high  powers  en- 
trufted  to  legiflature  ;  the  part  of  the  charter  which 
regulates  the  right  of  voting,  was  made  to  eftablifh 
exclufive  that  clafs  of  voters,  which  this  aft  has  dc- 
ilioyed  j   the  charter  knows  of  no  right  of  voting,  but 
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the  pofTefllon  of  500I.  capital  ftock.  It  excludes  all 
title  to  fuperior  influence  from  fuperior  property. 
The  feveral  iiws  to  prevent  the  fplitting  of  ftock  are  all 
in  affirmance  of  this  principle,  and  made  tofecure  this 
voter.  But  by  a  fyftem  of  contradi(flion,  that,  except 
in  this  bill,  has  no.  example,  the  very  grievance  of  fplit- 
ting of.  ftock  by  v/hich  the  proprietor  under  loool. 
has  been  injured,  is  affigned  as  the  fole  ground  for 
depriving  him  of  his  franchife.  This  lower  proprie- 
tor could  not  poflibly  have  been  guilty  of  this  offence, 
and  yet  he  is  puniftiedj  and  the  large  ftockhoider,  who 
alone  could  be  guilty  of  the  fplitting,  is  indulged  with 
new  privileges,  in  contradiftion  to  the  fpirit  of  that 
chaiter,  which  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  violated, 

8thly,  Becaufe  the  great  principle  upon  which  the 
bill  has  been  fupported,  will,  not  only  in  this,  but  in 
all  caleSjjuftify  every  infringement  of  the  public  faith, 
and  rer^der  parliamentary  fancftion  the  worft  of  all  fe- 
curities.  We  never  can  admit  that  a  mere  fpeculation 
of  political  improvement  can  juftify  parliament  in 
taking  away  rights,  which  it  exprefly  covenanted  to 
preferve,  efpecially  when  it  has  received  a  valuable 
confideration  for  the  frartthifes  fo  ftipulated.  Nor 
are  grants  of  parliament  under  thefe  circumftances  to 
be  confidered  as  gratuitous,  refumable  merely  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  giver  j  but  matters  of  binding  contrad, 
forfeitable  only  on  fuch  delinquency, or  necefiity  as 
is  implied  in  the  nature  of  every  other  bargain.  With 
fuch  matters  before  us  that  requires  the  beft,  we  are 
denied  all  manner  of  information.  A  bill,  the  object 
of  which  has  taken  the  Commons  near  eight  months  to 
confider,  is  precipitated  through  this  houfe  in  little 
more  than  eight  days,  without  any  attention  to  par- 
liamentary ufage  or  decorum;  as  if  the  Lords  v/ere  the 
loweft  of  minifterial  tools,  who  are  not  to  be  indulged 

even 
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even  with  an  appearance  of  difcuflion,  concerning  the 
mandates  they  receive. 

In  this  fitiiation  we  feel  the  honour  of  the  peerage 
tarnifhed,  and  its  dignity  degraded,  if  the  provifions 
and  precedent  of  this  bill  Ihoiild  render  the  public 
faith  of  Great  Britain  of  no  eftimation,  the  franchiles, 
rights  and  properties  of  Englifhmen  precarious,  and 
the  peerage  diilinguifliable  only  by  a  more  than  com- 
mon meafure  of  indolence  and  fervility  j  if  the  bound- 
lefs  fund  of  corruption  furnifhed  by  this  bill  to  the  fer- 
vantsof  the  crown,"fhould  efface  every  idea  of  honour, 
public  fpirit,  and  independence  from  every  rank  of 
people,  after  ftruggling  vainly  againfl  thefe  evils,  we 
have  nothing  left  but  the  fatisfadiion  of  recording  our 
names  to  pofterity,  as  thofe  who  refifted  the  whole  of 
this  iniquitous  fyflem,  and  as  men  who  had  no  ihai-e 
in  betraying  to  blind  prejudices  or  fordid  intereft  every 
thing  that  has  hitherto  been  held  facred  in  this 
country  *". 

From  all  which  it  appears  plain,  that  the  miniftry 
were  aiming  more  at  a  defpotical  power,  than  feek- 
ing  the  real  good  of  the  Eail  India  company.  There 
is  no  manner  of  doubt  but  the  company's  fervants  had 
been  guilty  of  many  adls  of  opprefllon,  injuftice,  and 
tyranny,  and  deferved  a  very  exemplary  punilhment, 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  parliament   were  fo 
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zealous  in  purfuingjiiftice,  as  they  were  eager  grafping 
at  the  emoluments  which  tended  to  flrengthen  the  power 
and  dominion  of  the  crown.  It  does  not  appear  that 
the  principal  agents  of. iniquity  in  India,  have  by  the 
authority  of  parliament,  been  yet  brought  to  juftice, 
or  that  the  company  have  been  much  advantaged  by 
the  interference  of  government.  The  minifterial  pro- 
ceedings in  parliament  on  this  occafion,  feem  to  have 
liad  the  fame  fprings  with  thofe  that  have  forfomeyears 
been  carried  on  with  regard  to  thecolonifts  in  America. 
The  managers  have  always  pretended  that  they  meant 
the  peace,  happinefs  and  profperity  of  theco  lonifts, 
but  when  their  defigns  v/ere  fairly  divulged,  their  own 
dominion  and  emolument  have  fairly  appeared  to  have 
been  the  fprings  of  their  aftions.  A  circumftance 
which  naturally  falls  in  the  way  of  the  hiftory  of  this 
year  confirms  the  above  obfervations. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  illand  of  St.  Vincent^  which 
are  called  Carribs,  who  liave  been  time  immemorial 
in  pofTefTion  of  that  ifland,  and  have  juftly  claimed  the 
property  of  the  foil,  were  offended  at  theEnglifli  fur- 
veyors  who  were  fent  from  England  to  furvey  their 
poiTefllons.  Their  oppofition  to  this  arbitrary  ad  of 
the  Englifli  government,  was  foon  determined  to  be 
rebellion,  and  meaiures  immediately  purfued  to  chaf- 
tize  thefe  infidel  rebels.  By  taking  a  fnort  view  of  the 
hiftory  of  this  people,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  Eng- 
hfli  government  towards  them,  we  will  find  fome  of 
the  true  fprings  of  our  modern  war  with  our  coloniils, 
and  dependents  upon  thefupremelegifiature. 

Hiftorians  inform  us,  that  the  Carribs  are  of  two 
forts,  different  in  their  colour  as  well  as  in  their  ex- 
traft  and  original.  They  are  diitinguiiuhed  by  the  epi- 
thets of  black  and  yellow  Carribs j  the  latter  being 
the  defcendants  of  the  original  natives,  and  the  others 
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negroes  brought  from  Africa  aboard  an  Englifh  fhip, 
wluch  was  call  away  upon  the  coaft  of  St.  Vincent, 
about  an  hundred  years  ago.  The  negroes  having 
recovered  their  liberty  by  this  accident,  were  kindly 
received  by  the  natives,  and  fettled  among  them.  It 
is  faid,  that  having  women  of  their  own,  they  ftill 
continued  a  diftind  people,  and  foon  became  number- 
ous.  The  two  forts  of  people  were  not  more  diflfer- 
cnt  in  their  colour,  than  in  their  temper  and  difpofi- 
tion;  the  Americans  being  timid  and  inoffenfive,  the 
Africans  hardy,  defigning,  and  intrepid.  With  thefe 
qualifications,  togetherwith  the  acceffion  of  the  negroes 
which  run  away  from  the  neighbouring  iflands,  they 
foon  became  fuperior  in  number  and  power  to  the 
natives,  who  melted  away  infenfibly,  as  the  ftrangers 
increafed.  Hiilory  does  not  inform  us  of  any  hoftili- 
ties  that  thefe  ftrangers  committed  upon  the  natives, 
and  it  would  rather  feem  that  by  intermingling 
with  the  original  inhabitants,  the  character  of  the  peo- 
ple had  changed  from  that  of  the  weaker  to  the 
ftronger.  In  this  fituation  the  Garribs  continued  for 
fome  time,  until  the  French,  from  the  neighbouring 
ifland?,  by  their  addrefs,  infituated  themfelvcs  among 
them,  and  purchafed  the  beft  of  their  foil  for  brandy 
and  other  French  trinkets,  which  fuited  the  tafte  of 
the  Carribs.  By  the  addrefs  and  cunning  peculiar  to 
that  nation,  they  got  poflelTion  of  the  moft  fruitful 
valleys,  that  interfe6t  the  mountains  on  the  leeward 
fide  of  the  ifland,  and  brought  them  into  a  ftate  of 
cultivation. 

The  French  and  the  natives  lived  upon  good  terms 
for  fome  time,  and  the  latter  embraced  the  language 
and  religion  of  the  former ;  yet  the  neighbourhood 
of  villages  and  cultivation,  was  but  ill  fuited  to  the 
convenience  and  genius  of  a  people   that  fubfifted 

upon 
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Upon  hunting  and  fifliing.  There  is  fomething  in  na- 
ture which  infpires  men  with  a  defire  of  liberty  and 
independencCj  which,  though  they  naturally  love  foci- 
ety,  yet  they  fhun  crowds>  and  love  a  certain  retire- 
ment, ftill  defiring  to  live  free  and  linreftrained  in  their 
adions,  without  obfervation  or  interference  of  others. 
The  Carribs  at  lad  totally  abandoned  their  old  polTef- 
fions,  and  retired  to  the  windward  and  level  fide  of  the 
ifland.  The  French,  it  is  faid,  once  attempted  to 
enflave  thefc  people,  and  that  the  Carribs  defended 
their  liberties  fo  refolutely,  that  the  French  were  glad 
to  renounce  their  defign,  and  were  obliged  to  acknow- 
leftge  them  as  a  free  and  independent  people. 

The  French  and  Carribs  continued  to  liv^e  in  friend- 
ly intercourfe   and   correfpondence,    and  the  Carribs 
retained  a  power  in  their  own  hands  of  executing 
juftice  upon   thofe  who  did  them  any  real  injuries  j 
and  it  does  hot  appear  that  ever  the  French  had  rea- 
fon  to  complain  of  thofe  natives,  for  any  a<5ls  of  rigour 
or  injuftice  in  their  revenging  injuries  or  affronts.  The 
French  king  always  treated  the  natives  as  proprietors  of 
the  idand,  and  Ihewed  them  refpeft  and  regard  upon 
every  occafion.     But  what  is  fomewhat  extraordinary,^  ' 
upon  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  the  French 
king  ceded  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent  to  England,  with- 
out fo  much  as  taking  notice  of  the  Carribs.     This 
was  giving   up  what  he   had  always    acknowledged 
.  was  not  his  own^  and  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
accepted  what  they  well  knew  did  not  belong  of  right 
to  the  king  of  France.     It  is  no  wonder  that  all  na- 
tions who  have  any  knowledge  of  the  two  empires  of 
France  and  Britain,   Ihouid   hate  both  them  and  the 
Chriftian  religion  which  they  profefs,  when  they  com- 
mit,  under  the  cloak  of  that  religion,    fuch  manifeft 
a6ts  of  injuftice.     We  fcarcelv  find  greater  violations 
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bf  the  rights  of  mankind  committed  among  the  mofl 
barbarous  nations,  than  thofe  which  the  Englifli  and 
-French  have  been  guilty  of  committing  towards  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent. 

It  mull,  however,  be  allowed,  that  the  Carribs,  by- 
changing  mafters  at  the  treaty  of  peace,  changed  much, 
for  the  worfe;   for,    during  the  French  government, 
they  were  independent,  and  were  proprietors  of  the 
illand,   but  fince  the  Englifh  received  the  fupremacy, 
they  have  lofl:  their  liberty,    and  are  flaves,    or  to  ufe 
a  more  Joft  wordy   fubjecfts  of  Britain.     The  French, 
who  at  the  time  of  the  peace  were  reckoned  betweert 
four  and  five  thoufand,   foon  after  abandoned  their 
eftates,    which  were  purchafed  by  new   adventurers 
from  England,   by  which  means  the  Englifh  foon  be- 
came a  confiderable  body,  poffefTed  of  vaft  property. 
The  Carribs  were  at  this  time  computed  to  be  a  thou- 
fand fighting  men,  and  upwards  j    and  it  is.  proba- 
ble they  were  far  more  numerous,  but  in  the  treaty, 
they   were   never  confidered   but  difpofed  over    as 
the  property  of  France,  to  the  government  of  Great- 
Britain. 

Though  the  Carribs  were  not  mentioned  in  the  trea- 
ty of  peace,  yet  the  court  of  Britain  gave  inftruftions 
in  the  year  1764,  that  they  lliould  not  be  diflurbed 
in  the  poflefTion  of  their  eftates,  and  the  commif- 
fioners  for  fales  were  directed  not  to  attempt  any 
furvey,  without  particular  orders  for  that  purpofe. 
The  new  fettlers,  after  they  had  time  to  look  about 
them,  perceived  with  anxiety,  that  the  plain  and  fer- 
tile part  of  the  ifland  was  in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  Car- 
ribs, to  whom  its  valuable  properties  rendered  it  of 
little  more  advantage  than  any  equal  extent  of  the 
rudeft  and  moft  uncultivated  country.  Both  their 
fear  and  their  covetoufnefs,  operated  ftrongly  to  make 

them 
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them  dcfire  the  removal  of  the  black  inhabitants. 
Reprefcntations  were  accordingly  made  in  the  warmeit 
manner,  both  by  the  new  fettlers  and  the  commiiTion-  , 
crs  of  fales,  to  deprive  the  Carribs  of  tlieivr  pofTeflions, 
and  to  grant  them  fuch  an  equivalent,  whether  in  the 
ifland  or  in  fome  other  part,  as  fhould  be  thought  ne- 
ceffary.  The  arguments  that  were  ufed  to  inforce 
thefe  reprefentatlons,  were  the  immediate  profics  to 
the  crown,  from  the  fale  of  lands;  the  dangers  arifmg 
to  thofe  who  had  ah'eady  made  purchafes  under  the 
faith  and  protection  of  government,  as  well  as  to  the 
ifland  in  general,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  a  law- 
lefs  banditti  who  were  {trongly  attached  to  the  French, 
with  whom  they  held  a  conftant  correfpondence  in 
the  neighbouring  Iflands,  and  who,  from  their  religion 
'and  manners,  were  much  averfe  to  our  people  and 
government. 

Thefe  reprefentatlons  had  the  intended  efFe<5t  upon 
the  lords  of  the  Britifli  treafury,  who,  in  1768,  ilTued 
inftru6lions  for  the  furveying  and  difpofing  of  the 
lands  poflelTed  by  the  Carribs;  for  the  parts  of  which 
that  were  deared  and  cultivated,  tliey  were  to  be  paid 
a  certain  price  per  acre  in  money,  and  were  to  have 
other  lands  afllgned  them  in  return,  fufficient  for  their 
fupport,  in  a  different  part  of  the  ifland.  The  new 
lands  were  to  be  granted  and  fccured  for  ever  tQ 
them  and  their  poflerity,  and  to  be  free  from  all  quit- 
rents,  charges,  and  condition,  except  peaceable  be- 
haviour and  obedience  to  government :  Thefe  pofTef- 
^fions  were  to  defcend  among  them,  according  to  their 
own  cuft:oms  and  uiages  of  inheritance,  and  v/ere  to 
be  for  ever  unalienable  to  any  white  perfon.  Five 
years  were  given  for  eff^efting  this  change  and  tranf- 
plantation.  Nothing  could  be  more  unreafonable  and 
repugnant  to  the  principles  of  nature,  and  morality, 
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than  this  propofal  of  the  Britifh  gpyernment.  They 
were  firfl:  to  rob  and  dived  the  Carribs  of  their  natural 
rights  and  poflTeflions,  and  then  to  feciire  to  them  what 
they  had  as  undoubted  a  right  to  poflefs,  as  the  in- 
habitants of  Britain  have  to  poflefs  the  ifland  where 
they  refide.  The  king  of  Britain  had  no  more  right  to 
the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  except  to  thofe  lands  which 
belonged  co  the  French,  th^n  the  French  have  a  right 
to  Holland,  or  any  other  country  which  belongs  to 
other  people  j  and  therefore,  to  lay  claim  to  any  of 
the  pofleflions  of  Carribs,  or  to  aflume  dominion 
over  them,  was  perfeft  tyranny  and  defpotifm.  A 
minifter  that  could  be  guilty  of  advifing  fuch  a  mea- 
fure,  ought  to  have  anfwered  for  it  with  his  head. — 
The  impartial  pages  of  hifl:ory  will  poft  up  to  future 
ages,  the  characters  of  fuch  men,  as  bafe,  infamous, 
and  detefl:able ! 

The  Carribs,  from  many  circumflances,  concluded 
that  they  were  now  either  to  be  extripated,  or  made 
(laves  i  they  therefore  applied  to  the  governor  of 
Martinico  for  advice  and  proteftion.  The  lafl:  he  ab- 
folutely  rcfufcd  J  and  as  to  the  firft^,  he  advifed  them 
to  fubmit  to  the  Britifli  government.  This  adyice  had 
no  eff'ed  upon  them.  Their  anfwer  to  the  Britifli 
commiflioners  was  noble  and  juft,  for  which  they  de- 
ferve  to  be  praifed,  and  for  which  all  true  Engliflimen 
muft  revere  them.  They  faid,  that  the  whole  ifland 
was  originally  their  property  ;  that  however,  as  they 
had  permitted  the  French  to  fettle  upon  a  part  of  it, 
their  king  might  difpofe  of  that  part  as  he  pleafed  j 
but  as  they  were  not  his  fubjeds,  he  had  no  authority 
over  tlicm,  and  confequently,  could  not  grant  or  dif- 
pofe of  :he  pait  of  their  country  which  they  had  re- 
ferved  for  themfeives.  They  concluded,  with  abfo- 
lutely  refufing  to  part  with  their  lands,   or  to  admit 

of 
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of  any  exchange.  It  might  have  been  cxpeded,  that 
fuch  found  reafoning  would  have  convinced  any  Eng- 
lifhmen  of  the  iniquity  of  proceeding  againll  the  Car- 
ribsj  but  avaricious  adventurers,  and  minifters  of  ftate, 
whofe  moral  principles  hang  very  eafy  upon  them,  fel- 
dom  feel  the  force  of  arguments,  when  the  lull  of 
dominion,  and  the  love  of  gain  rule  in  their  hearts. 
If  the  proceedings  of  the  Englilh  government  againll 
the  Carribs,  can  be  vindicated  upon  any  principle  of 
found  and  good  reafoning,  ip  will  be  eafy  to  prove 
that  there  is  now  no  wickednefs  in  the  univerfe.  Self- 
ifti  politicians,  or  the  hirelings  of  a  ftate,  may  attempt 
to  varniili  fuch  anions  of  a  minifter,  with  all  the  falfe 
colourings  of  fophiftry  and  deceit  i  but  in  fpite  of  all 
the  thick  daubings  of  falfehood,  and  the  fair  ftrokes 
of  flattery,  the  vile  complexion  of  the  men  and  their 
meafures,  will  appear  to  the  view  of  impartial  obfer- 
yers.  Ages  to  come  will  iland  amazed,  when  they 
read  in  the  annals  of  Britain  that  in  an  aera  of  liberty, 
and  under  the  government  of  a  pious  and  religious 
fovereign,  fuch  unjuft  and  arbitrary  proceedings  fhould 
have  been  carried  on. 

It  may  appear  to  fome  exceeding  ftrange,  that  men 
in  a  Chriftian  nation,  brought  up  under  a  free  govern- 
ment,and  inftru61:ed  in  the  principles  of  liberty,  fhould 
be  fo  abandoned  tp  reafon,  juftice  and  humanity,  as 
to  have  accepted  a  commiiTion  to  furvey  the  lands  of 
a  people  againft  their  will,  and  without  their  confent, 
when  no  a6l  of  injuftice  or  wickednefs  was  as  yet  im- 
puted to  them.  Yet  fuch  were  found,  and  aftually 
went  upon  the  pradtice  of  furveying  the  lands  of  the 
Carribs.  The  moderation  of  that  people,  as  well  as 
their  fteadinefs  on  this  occafion,  might  have  confound- 
ed the  commillionersjprovided  covetous  and  interefted 
men  were  capable  of  any  generous  feelings  ;  for  they 
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fhewed  an  unwlllingnefs  to  come  to  violence,  and  even 
when  it  was  in  their  power,  did  not  deftroy  them. 
They  fhewed,  however,  fo  much  difguft  at  their  ma- 
king roads  into  their  country,  as  greatly  alarmed  the 
.furveyors,  and  it  was  found  necefTary  in' the  beginning 
of  May,  1769,  to  fend  an  officer  and  forty  men  to 
the  furveyors  and  their  company.  This  f nail  de- 
tachment, as  if  all  the  country  had  of  right  belonged 
to  their  matters,  took  poft  in  the  midlt  of  the  pof- 
feffions  of  the  Carribs,   where  fome  temporary  huts 

were  credted  for   their  reception. But  they  foon 

found  themfelves  furrounded,  and  all  communication 
with  their  friends  and  fubfiftence  cut  off,  fo  that  they 
were  little  better  than  prifoners.  The  prudence  of 
the  commanding  officer,  who  confidtredthe  inequality 
of  his  force,  and  the  extreme  unwillingnefs  of  the 
Carribs,  of  bringing  matters  to  the  laft  extremity,  not 
only  faved  the  detachment  from  being  cut  off,  but  pre- 
vented the  fmallefl:  violence  from  being  offered  on 
either  fide.  In  the  mean  time,  the  furveyors  and 
their  company  were  fo  frighted,  that  they  gave  over 
their  work,  and  were  permitted  to  depart  with  fafety  j 
but  their  huts  were  demolilhed,  and  their  new  roads 
broke  up,  fo  far  as  time  would  permit.  This  fate  of 
the  detachment  caufed  an  univerfal  alarm  among  the 
Engliffifettlers,  who  were  as  yet  uncertain  ofthefitu- 
ation  of  their  friends.  They  immediately  took  up 
arms,  and  joined  the  few  regular  forces  that  were  in 
the  ifland,  and  marched  with  fpeed  to  the  aid  of  their 
brethren.  Inftead  of  enquiring  concerning  the  juftice 
of  their  caufe,  or  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  behaviour 
of  the  furveyors  and  their  party,  they  were  determin- 
ed at  all  events  to  ffied  blood,  provided  they  could  do 
it  with  fuccefs.  But  as  they  found  the  detachment 
fafe,  it  was  confidered  as  the  moll  prudent  ftep  not  to 

proceed 
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proceed  to  violence  againfl:  the  Carribs  till  thev  receiv- 
ed further  inftruclions  from  England,  and  the  matter 
was  laid  before  the  king  and  council.  The  Carribs 
agreed  to  this  propoiaj,  and  a  Hop  was  for.  this  time 
put  to  the  furvey.  The  Carribs  were  difpofed  to  have 
fuffered  the  Englilh  to  enjoy  what  had  been  furrender- 
ed  to  them  by  the  French,  and  never  intended  to  in- 
terrupt them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  own  property; 
but  the  new  fettlers  confidered  the  illand  as  their 
own,  and  wanted  to  make  the  natives  vafials  of  the 
king  of  Britain.  Thefe  Indians  were  of  right  as  inde- 
pendent in  St.  Vincent,  as  the  Engliih  in  Britain;  itwas 
therefore  unjuft  in  the  Englifh  government  to  feek  to 
deprive  them  of  their  natural  rights. 

When  men  have  a  favourite  objed;  in'view,  fuited 
to  their  leading  paffion  and  intereft,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
divert  them  from  purfuing  it,  however  inconfiftent  it 
may  be  with  the  rights  and  interefls  of  others.  Though 
the  planters  in  St.  Vincent  were  in  no  degree  equal  to 
the  reduflion  of  the  Carribs,  the  number  of  the  rivers 
in  the  country,  and  therichnefs  of  the  foil  which  they 
had  difcovered  in  their  late  progrefs,  .wrought  fo 
powerfully  on  their  paflions,  that  they  could  not  re- 
frain from  exprefiing  their  concern  at  being  prevented 
from  bringing  matters  to  an  immediate  extremity,  in 
terms  which  gave  no  favourable  opinion  of  their  juftice 
and  humanity.  Falfe reports. were  induftrioufly  fprcad 
abroad,  which  kept  the  ifland  in  perpetual  fear  and 
alarm;  and  the  moft  paffionate  complaints  were  fent 
home,  reprefenting  the  Carribs  as  a  moft  daring  and  in- 
corrigible fet  of  rebels.  It  is  fomewhat  furprizing  how 
a  people  could  be  rebels  againil  a  government  to 
which  they  never  owed  any  allegiance,  and  which  in- 
ftead  of  deferving  any  regard  from  the  Carribs,  de- 
fer ved  both  to  be  defpifed  and  refilled.  This  may  ihew 

us 
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us  how  eafy  it  is  to  form  a  rebellion,  and  deternnine 
the  mod  juft  and  righteous  people  in  the  world,  in- 
corric^ible  and  obftinate  rebels.  The  Carribs  were 
never  under  either  the  French  nor  Englifh  govern- 
ment, but  were  a  free  and  independent  people,  and 
therefore  owed  no  allegiance  to  the  monarchs  of 
France  or  Great  Britain.  How  then  could  they  be  ' 
rebels,  when  they  were  dnly  defending  their  own 
rights  and  properties  ^gainft  invaders,  who  were  un- 
juftly  and  violently  attempting  to  wreft  them  from 
them  ?  Thefe  covetous  and  cruel  planters  were  {a 
zealous  for  the  extirpation  of  the  CarribS,  for  the  fake 
of  their  lands,  and  they  propofed  to  have  them  tranf- 
ported  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  to  fome  defart  ifland 
in  that  quarter.  The  indignation  of  the  reader  muft 
rife  at  the  thoughts  of  fuch  a  (hocking  propofal  from 
Britifli  Chriftians,  who  boaft  of  their  liberties,  reli- 
gion and  humanity. 

When  the  new  lieutenant-governor  of  the  new 
iflands  arrived  at  St.  Vincent's,  he  ifTued  a  proclama- 
tion to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  Carribs,  and  to  remove 
their  fears  and  fufpicions  -,  nor  do  we  find  that  any  fur- 
ther violence  was  committed,  than  the  deftruftion  of 
the  new  roads,  and  the  burning  of  a  houfe  which  be- 
longed to  a  perfon  that  was  particularly  obnoxious  to 
them  i  and  they  quietly  fubmitted  to  the  imprifon- 
ment  of  one  of  their  chiefs,  who  was  fufpefted  of 
commiting  this  outrage;  nor  is  there  the  fmalleft 
proof  that  there  was  a  drop  of  blood  fpilt  in  all  this 
commotion. 

The  government  at  home  feem  to  have  been  confcious 
of  the  iniquity  of  the  proceedings  againft  the  Carribs, 
for  notwithflanding  the  warm  remonllrances  that  were 
made  in  behalf  of  this  meafure,  they  feemed  for  fome 
time  unwilling  tp  proceed  to  violence  againft   thefe 

people 
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people.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  177 1,  the  com- 
miflioners  held  another  meeting  with  feveral  chiefs  of 
the  Carribs,  and  propofed  a  new  partition  and  ex- 
change of  lands  upon  a  narrower  fcale,  and  terms 
more  favourable  to  them,  than  were  contained  in  the 
plan  that  had  been  formerly  propofed  -,  but  the  Car- 
ribs  rejeded  every  pfopofal  for  parting  with  their 
lands,  with  the  greateft  firmnefs  and  refolution  :  And 
when  the  queftion  was  put  to  them,  whether  they  ac- 
knowledged themfelves  fubjefts  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  and  would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  they 
boldly  refufed,  and  anfwered  in  the  negative.  They 
faid  they  were  independent,  and  were  not  fubject  to 
either  the  king  of  Great  Britain  or  France.  To  this 
anfwer  the  commilTioners  could  make  no  rational  re- 
ply. The  king  of  Britain  had  no  right  in  juitice  to 
demand  allegiance  from  a  free  andindependentpeople; 
and  if  any  allegiance  was  due,  ic  was  due  from  the 
planters  to  the  government  of  the  ifland.  It  has  been 
alledged,  that  the  French  in  the  neighbouring  iflands 
fpirited  the  Carribs  to  this  condud,  which  is  more 
than  has  ever  been  proved ;  and  fuppofe  they  had,  ic 
was  no  reafon  why  Britain  fhould  have  plundered  theiTl 
of  their  properties,  and  robbed  them  of  their  natural 
rights.  This  refufal  of  the  Carribs  was  determined 
to  be  contumacy,-  and  orders  were  ilTued  from  home 
for  an  hollile  force  to  be  fenc  againfl:  them.  Two  regi- 
ments were  ordered  from  North  America,  to  join  as, 
many  already  at  St.  Vincent's,  or  what  could  be  fpared 
fronl  the  neighbouring  iQands  for  that  fervice,  which 
with  his  majefty's  fhips  on  that  flacion,  were  to  reduce 
the  Carribs  to  a  due  fubmiffion  to  government,  or  pro- 
vided they  continued  obflinare,  that  they  might  be  re- 
moved from  the  ifland  to  fuch  places  as  Ihould  be 
thought  moil  proper  for  their  reception  i  the  ftrifteft 
Vol.  I.  Z  z  orders 
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orders  at  the  fame  time  "being  given  that  they  fhould" 
be  furnifticd  with  fhips  for  their  tranfportation,  plenti- 
fully provided  with  provifions  and  neceflaries,  and 
fereareci  with  all  imaginable  humanity  in  their  palTage. 
This  was  a  ftrange  kind  of  humanity  and'  benevolence,, 
hrll  to  rob  a  people  of  their  natural  rights  and  pof- 
feflions,  without  any  fault  on  their  part,  and  then  dif- 
creetly  fet  them  adrift  in  fome  ftrange  country  to  Ihifc 
for  themfslves,  left  to  the  mercy  of  fome  unknown 
c)eople  to  be  flaves,-  or  to  perifh^  as  the  caprice  of 
ftrangers  fhould  happen  to  operate.  Such  proceedings 
are  perhaps  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  hiftory  of  any^ 
proteftanr  free  people,  upon  the  face  of  the  globe. 
The  fuccefs  and  event  of  this  expedition  was  not 
known  when  this  affair  of  St.  Vincent  became  a  matter 
of  debate  in  parliament,  in  December  9,  this  year» 
The  arguments  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion,  will  ap- 
pear in  the  following  parliamentary  hiftory. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  Seflion,  upon  the 
prelenting  of  an  eftimate  from  the  war-office  in  the 
committee  of  fupply,  of  the  land  fervice  for  the  enfu- 
ing  year,  the  number  of  troops  that  were  ftated  to  be 
in  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  gave  an  opportunity  to  the 
gentlemen  in  oppofition,  to  animadvert  upon  this 
expedition,  and  to  give  notice,  that  they  would,  on  a 
future  day,  propofe  an  enquiry,  into  its  nature,  juftice, 
and  propriety,  together  with  the  motives  that  led  to 
fo  extraordinary  a  meafure.  This  enquiry  being 
agreed  to  by  adminiftration,  the  matter  was  afterwards 
frequently  brought  np^  but  ftill*  defered,  in  hopes  of 
obtaining  new  information,  and  to  give  an  opponunity 
of  procuring  and  confidering  the  neceffary  papers. 

It  was  accordingly  a  confiderable  time  after  the 
Chriftmas  recefs,  before  this  affair  v/as  taken  finally 
into    confideration ;     when  at  length,  two  general 

officers 
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officers  were  examined,  as  to  the  lateft  accounts  they 
had  receiv^ed  of  the  ftate  of  their  reghnents,  which 
were  then  employed  on  the  fervice  againft  the  Car- 
ribs.  One  of  thefe  gentlernen  read  part  of  a  letter 
which  he  had  received  upon  the  fLibjedt  from  St.  Vin- 
cent's, in  which  the  expedition  was  greatly  complain- 
ed pf,  not  only  in  refpeft  of  its  having  been  under- 
taken in  the  rainy  feafon, which  had  occafioned  a  great 
mortality  among  the  troops,  but  alfo  with  regard  to 
its  injuftice  and  cruelty,  with  both  of  which  it  was 
Urongly  charged  by  the  writer;  who  emphaticariy 
complained,  that  the  poor  Carribs  had  been  very  ill 
•ufed;  and  wifhed,  with  the  energy  charaAeriftic  of 
an  officer,  that  the  contrivers  and  promoters  of  the 
expedition,  might  be  brought  to  a  fpeedy  and  fevere 
account.  By  the  fame  authority  it  was  reprefented, 
that  the  woods  w^re  fo  thick,  that  the  Carribs  killed 
our  men,  with  the  greateft  fecurity  to  themfelvcs, 
and  without  their  being  able  even  to  fee  tlie  enemy 
that  deftroyed  them  ;  that  at  the  time  of  writing  the 
letter,  which  was  on  the  14th  of  November,  the  troops 
had  not  been  abk  to  penetrate  above  four  miles  into 
cheir  country. 

It  was  not  then  enquired  of  adminiftratlon,  whether 
they  had  received  any  late  accounts  from  the  iflandj 
when  to  the  furprize  of  every  body,  it  appeared  that 
their  lateft  intelligence  from  thence,  was  above  a 
month  prior  in  date,  to  the  letter  which  had  been 
read  by  the  general.  A  gentleman  who  had  been 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  New-Iflands,  was  examined 
as  to  the  temper,  behaviour,  and  difpofition  of  the 
Carribs,  of  all  which  he  gave  a  very  favourable  ac- 
count, and  reprefented  them  as  a  quiet  inoffenfive 
people ;  he  was  farther  afked,  if  he  had  heard  that 
the  planters  v/ere  envious  of  them  for  their  lands,  to 

which 
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which  he  anfwered  in  the  affirmative;  and  being 
prefled  as  to  particular  names,  mentioned  one  of  con- 
fiderable  rank  and  confequence  in  the  ifland,  and  who 
had  a  principal  Iharc  in  all  the  meafures  that  had  been 
purfuedfor  Itriping  them  of  their  poflTeirion. 

Some  officers  were  e^camined,  who  had  ferved,  or 
borne  command,  at  different  times  in  St.  Vincent's  j 
thefe  gentlemen,  in  general,  gave  favourable  accounts 
of  the  Carribs,  and  attributed  entirely  their  late  tur- 
bulent and  fufpicious  temper,to  the  attempts  that  had 
been  made  to  deprive  them  of  their  lands  :  they  all 
concurred  in  their  accounts  of  the  unhealthinefs  of 
the  illand,  and  particularly  in  the  rainy  feafon,  when, 
they  declared,  it  mull  prove  fatal  to  any  troops  that 
were  under  a  neceffity  of  afting  in  it,  and  that  the 
conftitution  offuch  as  efcaped  with  life,  would  be 
totally  rumed. 

On  the  other  fide,  one  of  the  principal  planters  in 
the  ifland,  and  of  confiderable  rank  by  his  office,  with 
lome  others,  were  examined.  They,  in  general,  de- 
fcribed  the  Carribs  as  a  faithlefs,  cruel,  and  treacher- 
ous race,  who  were  abandoned  to  all  manner  of  ex- 
ceiTes,  particularly  with  refpeft  to  liquor,  in  whicl> 
Hate  they  were  capable  of  the  moll  barbarous  adlions. 
That  while  they  continued  on  the  ifland,  there  could 
be  no  fecurity  for  the  perfons  or  property  of  the  in- 
habitants; they  were  charged  with  murders,  robberies, 
with  inticing  the  negro  flaves  from  their  m afters,  an4 
defl:roying  others  whom  they  caught  in  the  fields ; 
no  particular  proofs  were,  however,  brought  in  fup- 
port  of  thefe  charges.  The  connections  and  intelli- 
i2:ence  which  the  Carribs  held  with  the  French,  and 
their  application  to  the  governor  of  Martinique  for 
protection  and  afiiftance,  were  fliewn  in  a  very  danger- 
ous light;  and  no  care  was  negle<5ted  to  defcribe 
•        '  •■  the 


A.D.I77S-        THE    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  363 

the  fatal  confequcnces  that  mull  attend  the  illand, 
%vhenever  a  vs^ar  broke  out  with  France  with  fuch  a 
deadly  enemy  lying  in  its  bofom.  Their  mortal  en-  ' 
mity  to  our  ggyernment  and  people  was  alfo  much  in- 
filled on;  and  it  was  concluded  upon  the  whole,  that 
there  was  no  other  alternative,  but  that  either  his 
majefty's  natural  fubjefls,  or  the  Carribs,  mufc  quit' 
the  ifland,  if  the  latter  are  permitted  to  continue  in 
their  prefent  ftate  of  independence. 

After  feveral  ftriftures  upon  the  nature  of  this  evi- 
dence, and  on  the  interelled  views  by  which  it  was  faid 
to  be  apparently  diredled,  the  following  motions  were 
made,  ifl.  That  the  expedition  againft  the  Carribs  in 
the  ifland  of  St,  Vincent  was  undertaken,    without 
fufficient  provocation  on  the  part  of  thefe  unhappy 
people,  and  at  the  inftigation  of  perfons  interelled  in 
their  deftruflion,   and  appears  to  be  intended  to  end 
in  their  total  extirpation  ;   idly.  That  the  fending  the 
troops,  part  of  which  were  totally  unprovided  with 
camp  equipage  and  necefiaries,  on  that  fervice^  in  the 
unhealthy  feafon  of  the  year,   is  not  juilified  by  any 
neceflity  of  immediately  increafmg  the  military  force  in 
that  ifland,  was  contrary  to  the  voice  of  the  governor, 
znd  mull  prove   unneceiTarily  dellru6tive  to  fome  of 
the  befl  troops  in   the  fervice,  probably  defeat  the 
purpofe  for  which  they  were  fent,  and  bring  difgrace 
on  his  majefty's  arms ;   and,   3dly,  That  an  humble 
^ddrefs  be  prefented,  defiring  that  his  majefly  will  be 
gracioufiy  pleafed  to  acquaint  the  houfe,  by  whofe  ad- 
vice the  meafure  was  undertaken   of  attacking   the 
Carribs  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent ;  and  of  fending 
the  troops  for  that  purpofe  in  the  mofl  unhealthy  fea- 
fon of  the  year;  a  meafure  equally  repugnant  to  the 
Jinown  humanity  of  his  majefty's  temper,  difgraceful 

to 
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to  his  arms,  and  diflionorable  to  the  charadler  of  the 
Britifh  nation. 

'  Thefe  motions  were  principally  fupported  upon  the 
injuftice  of  the  meafure,  and  the  difhonour  it  brought 
upon  our  national  character,  as  being  equally  a  viola- 
tion of  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  contrary  to 
his  majefly's  proclamation  of  the  year  1764,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Carribs ;  on  the  extreme  cruelty  of  at- 
tempting to  tranfport  a  whole  people  from  their  na- 
tive foil,  and  to  land  them  defencelefs  on  the  coail  of 
Africa,  where  they  had  no  right,  no  property,  no 
connexion,  and  where  they  muft  be  liable  to  all  the 
dangers  and  enmities,  to  which  Europeans,  or  any 
others,  who  were  turned  adrift  in  a  ftrange  country, 
would  be  fubjed: ;  that  they  had  been  guilty  of  no  ad 
of  forfeiture,  even  fuppofing  them  to  be  natural  fub- 
jefts  of  Great  Britain,  unlefs  an  oppofition  to  a  violent 
invafion  of  their  rights  and  properties,  was  to  be 
confidered  as  fuch  -,  that  the  only  evidence  of  any 
weight  againft  them,  was  himfelf,  the  devifer  of  the 
projeds  that  had  been  formed  for  their  extirpation, 
was  deeply  interefted  in  their  deftruflion  ;  that  on  the 
contrary,  the  united  tellimony  on  the  other  fide,  where 
there  was  not  a  poflibility  of  fuppofing  the  fmalleft 
biafs  or  partiality,  was  uniformly  in  favour  of  the  Car- 
ribs,  and  reprefented  them  as  a  quiet,  peaceable,  and 
inoffenfive  people,  and  to  all  appearance,  well  affefted 
to  our  government,  until  they  were  urged  by  violence 
and  injuftice  to  a  different  condud.  Thefe  arguments, 
with  fuch  others  as  the  ftate  we  have  already  repre- 
fented afford,  were  concluded  with  fevere  ftriflures  on 
the  weaknefs  of  thofe  counfels,  which  had  blindly 
adopted  the  views  of  avaricious,  rapacious,  and  mer- 

1  cilels  planters,  and  thereby  rendering  government  the 
inftrument  of  their  iniquitous  defign,  engaged  it  in 

cruel 
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cruel,  unjuft,  and  diflionourable  meafurcs,  which  were 
not  more  injurious  to  the  Carribs,  than  deftructive  to* 
ourfelves,  by  wantonly  fporting  with  the  conftitutions 
and  lives  of  fome  of  our  braveft  troops,  whofe  former 
fervices  merited  another  return,  and  who  were  now 
facrificed  upon  an  inglorious  lervice>.  in  which  they 
were  alhamed  to  draw  their  fwords. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  obferved,  that  an  amazing 
fund  of  tendernefs  and  humanity  had  been  difplayed  ir^ 
favour  of  the  Carribs,  while  the  fmalleft  degree  of 
either  was  refufed  to  our  natural  born  fubjefts  and 
countrymen,  who  had  purchafed  eftates  at  high  prices 
from  the  crown,  under  the  fanftion  of  its  protection 
and  fecurity,  and  whofe  lives  and  fortunes  were  at 
ftake  in  the  event  of  the  prefent  expedition.  That 
the  charge  of  unjuftiee  was  ill  founded,  as  the  yellow 
Carribs,  who  were  the  aborigines,  and  real  proprie- 
tors of  the  ifland,  were  in  no  degree  affedled  by  the 
prefent  meafures,  except  only  fo  far  as  they  would 
obtain  fecuriry,  by  the  reduftion  or  removal  of  a  cruel 
and  perfidious  race  af  favages,  by  whom  they  had  been 
nearly  exterininated;  that  it  could  not  be  pretended, 
that  the  black  Carribs  had  any  legal  or  natural  rights 
in  the  ifland,  but  thofe  which'  they  had  obtained 
through  the  kindnefs  and  hofpitality  of  the  natives; 
and  that  thofe  rights,  would,  in  the  eye  of  the  ftrifleft 
juflice,  have  been  fully  cancelled,  by  their  fubfequenc 
condudl  and  ingratitude. 

That  the  charge  of  cruelty  was  equally  ill  founded; 
the  removal  of  the  black  Carribs  being  the  lafl  refortj 
and  only  to  be  put  in  execution,  in  cafe  of  their  prov- 
ing fo  incorrigible,  that  all  means  would  be  found  in- 
effeftual  for  reducing  them  to  luch  a  ftate  of  fubmif- 
fion  to  government,  as  was  abfohuely  necefTary,  not 
only  for  the  fecurity  but  the  prefer vacion  of  the  ifland; 

that 
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that  even  in  that  lafl:  extremity,  the  mtafure  of  tranf- 
portation  was  guarded  from  being  accompanied  with  any 
circumftance  of  cruelty,  or  even  of  hardfhip,  except 
thofe  which  might  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  their  feel- 
ings, on  quitting  a  country  in  which  they  had  hitherto 
lived,  and  going  to  another,  equally  fit  for  them,  but 
with  which  they  were  not  yet  acquainted;  that  whether 
they  were  removed  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  to  the 
ifland  of  St.  Matthew,  care  had  been  taken,  that  they 
were  to  have  fufficient  lands  afligned  them  for  their 
fupport,  and  were  to  be  laid  down  in  nearly  the  fame 
degrees  of  latitude  and  climate,  and  in  a  country  fur- 
nillied  with  much  the  fame  advantages  as  to  fifhing 
and  hunting,  which  they  had  enjoyed  at  St.  Vin- 
cent's. 

It  was  faid,  that  government  had  neither  adopted 
the  views,  nor  been  mifled  by  the  fchemes  of  intereft- 
cd  planters ;  that  it  had  duly  weighed,  as  well  the 
circumllances  of  the  ifland,  as  the  reprefentations  of 
the  governor,  council,  and  afllembly,  together  with 
thofe  of  the  commiflioners  for  the  fale  of  lands;  that 
as  the  Carribs  were  pofTefled  of  near  two  thirds  of  the 
profitable  lands,  and  the  French  inhabitants  of  a  great 
part  of  the  remainder,  it  was  evident  that  we  never 
could,  in  that  flate,  have  a  natural  interelt  or  itrength 
in  the  ifland,  fufficient  for  its  fecurity  ;  that  as  thefe 
lands  were  of  no  particular  value  to  the  Carribs,  who 
had  neither  means  nor  inclination  to  cultivate  them, 
equitable  terms  had  been  repeatedly  propofed  to  them 
for  an  exchange,  all  of  which,  they  not  only  contu- 
maciouQy  rejefted,  but  daringly  difclaimed  all  allegi- 
ance to  the  king,  and  refufed  ail  obedience  to  govern- 
ment. As  ro  the  ftri«flures  that  had  been  paflTed,  with 
refpecl  to  the  employment  of  the  troops  in  any  un- 
healthy climate  and  feafon,    they  were  anfvvercd  by 

the 
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the  neceffity  of  the  occafion  -,  and  the  meafurejuftified 
upon  that  principle,  by  the  pradlice  of  all  ages. 

Upon  a  divifion  on  the  feparate  queflions,  after 
long  debates,  the  firft  motion  was  rejefted  bv  a  ma- 
jority of  206,  againft  88  who  fupported  it ;  the  majo- 
rity was  lefs  upon  the  others,  as  the  houfe  grew  thin- 
ner. 

About  the  fame  time,  the  expedition  which  gave 
birth  to  this  enquiry,  was  aifo  terminated.  The  Car- 
ribs,  notwithftanding  the  ftrength  of  their  faftnefTes, 
their  courage,  in  which  they  were  not  at  all  deficient, 
and  their  expertnefs  iji  the  ufe  of  fire  arms,  were  un- 
der many  difad vantages  in  this  war.  They  were  fur- 
rounded  by  fea  and  land,  their  quarters  becoming 
every  day  more  contracted,  were  cut  off  from  their 
great  fource  ot  fubfiflence  by  filhing,  and  their  bodies 
worn  down  by  continual  watching  and  fatigue.  Our 
troops  alfo  fufFered  infinitely  in  the  fervice.  With- 
out a  confiderable  reinforcement  it  was  probable,  the 
redu6lion  of  the  enemy  could  not  be  e^eded.  The 
objed,  either  for  advantage  or  glory,  was  not  worthy 
fo  much  toil  and  pleafure,  even  if  the  juflice  of  fucfi 
a  war  could  be  clearly  defended. 

Thefe  mutual  fufFerings,  and  the  difpofitions  they 
gave  rife  to,  brought  on  a  treaty  between  the  Car- 
ribs  and  Major  General  Dalrymple,  who  comnianded 
the  forces,  by  which  the  former  obtained  better  con- 
ditions than  they  had  reafon  to  expect.  The  original 
object  of  the  war,  the  tranfplantation  to  Africa^  was 
wholly  abandoned.  The  Carribs  on  their  part  ac- 
knowledged his  majcfly's  fovereignty  without  referve, 
agreed  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance,  and 
10  fubmit  to  the  laws  and  government  of  the  ifland,  fo 
far  as  relates  to  their  intercourfe,  and  to  all  tranfac- 
tions  with  the  white  inhabitants ;  l?ut  in  their  own 
Vol,  I.  Aaa  diftrids. 
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diftrii^s,  and  in  all  matters  that  relate  to  their  inter- 
courfe  with  each  other,  they  are  to  retain  their  aii- 
tient  policy,  and  ftill  to  be  governed  by  thofe  cuftoms 
and  iifages,  to  which  they  have  given  the  force  of  laws. 
They  have  alfo  ceded  a  large  trad  of  very  valuable  land 
to  the  crown  ;  but  the  diftrids  which  they  ftill  retain, 
are  fccured  in  perpetuity  to  them  and  their  pofterity. 
There  are  a  number  of  other  articles,  which  relate  to 
domeflic  regulation,  or  tend  to  the  future  tranquility 
and  fecurity  of  the  ifland. 

Thelofs  upon  this  expedition,  though  confidcrable, 
was  not  altogether  fo  great  as  was  apprehended  from 
the  nature,  length,  and  feverity  of  the  fervice.  The 
Rilled  and  wounded  did  not  m.uch  exceed  150,  among 
the  former  of  which  was  a  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
fome  other  officers  -,  the  lives  loft  by  the  climate  a- 
mounted  to  1 10  i  but  there  remained  42 S  fiek,  at  the- 
time  of  concluding  the  treaty. 

After  fuch  proceedings  againft  an  innocent  and  in- 
ofFenfive  people,  which  owed  no  allegiance  to  the 
Britifh  government,  and  had  given  the  nation  no  real 
offence,  the  after  behaviour  of  the  miniftry  towards 
the  American  colonifts,  will  be  no  furprize  to  any 
perfon  who  examines  the  caufes  of  things  attentively. 


Ch  AT. 
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Chap.       VII. 

'3Che  American  Congrefs  ajfembles — Forms  an  aJfociatioK 
— 'Their  refolves — They  addrejs  the  people  of  Gr^at 
Britain — They  write  to  the  people  of  ^ebec —  A 
view  of  their  rights — Proceedings  at  home,  i^c. 

FROM  th?  beginning  of  the  prefent  controverfy 
with  the  colonies,  it  Was  always  imagined,  and 
alfo  affirmed  at  home  by  the  miniftry  and  their  friends, 
that  the  colonifts  were  greatly  divided  among  them- 
-felvesj  that  they  would  never  unites  that  they  would 
not  hang  together  j  that  they  were  only  under  a  tem- 
porary ferment,  created  by  die  artifice  of  popular 
and  defigning  men,  that  would  foon  fubfide  when 
once  they  faw  that  Great  Britain  was  in  carneft  to 
fupport  her  authority.  And  that  notwithftanding  the 
riotous  difpoiition  of  fome  of  the  colonies,  they  were 
in  general  cowards,  aiid  durft  not  appear  before  the 
king's  forces.  This  was  the  ftile  of  the  miniftry  and 
their  party  at  home,  and  was  echoed  in  all  the  venal 
pamphlets  and  news-papers  publiOied  throughout  the 
kingdom. 

The  aflembly  of  the  reprefentatives  of  twelve  of 
the  colonies,  which  has  fince  received  the  name  of  the 
Congrefs,  met  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber this  year,  and,  after  more  than  a  month's  delibera- 
tion, proceeded  to  feveral  refolutions  which  fhewed 
that  they  were  in  earneft,  as  well  unanimous  in  their 
oppofition  to  the  new  ftatutes  of  the  Britifli  legifla- 
ture.  Upon  the  14th  of  Odober,  the  Congrefs  pro^- 
ceeded  to  bufinefs,  and  after  reciting  thofe  laws  that 
were  particularly  obnoxious,  they  came  to  feveral 
animated  refolutions,  which,  in  their  then  fuuation, 

A  a  a  2  were 
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were  furprifing  to  all  the  world*.  The  affociation 
which  they  entered  into,  is  a  bold  and  intrepid  refo- 
lution  to  maintain  what  they  confider  to  be  their  jufl: 
rights  and  privileges,  and  a  purpofe  to  purfue  fuch 
meafures  as  may  beft  fupport  thefe  rights  againft  in- 
vafion,  from  the  minifterial  power  of  Great  Britain. 
As  this  affociation  will  appear  in  its  trued  colours  by 
itfelf,  I  Ihall  give  it  in  the  very  words  of  the  colonies^ 
and  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  every  reader,  to  de- 
termine of  it  as  he  may  judge  proper. 

We, 

*  Ftiday,  OBoher^  14,  1774.        colonies;  and  by  alateftatute,  fuch 
The  Congiefs  came  into  the  fol-  trials  have  been  diredcd  in  cafes 
lowing  Refokitions.  therein  mentioned. 

WHEREAS,  fmce  the  clofe  of       And  whereas  in  the  laft  feffion  of 
tbe  lalUvar,  the  Biitifli  parliament  parliament,     three    flatvites    were 
claimi;  g  a  pf.wcr  of  right  to  bind   made:    one  intitled,    "An  ai'l  to 
the  people  ot  Americ.i,  by  ftature  "  difcontinue  in  fuch  manner  and 
in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  hath  in  fome   "  for  fuch  time  as  are  therein  men- 
»£ts    exprefjy   jinpofed  taxes  on   "  tioned,  the  landing  and  difcharg- 
them,  and  in  others  under  various   "  ing,  lading  or  (hipping  ot  goods, 
pretences,  but  in  faO  for  the  pju-   "  waves  and  merchandize,   at  the 
pofe  of  railing  a  revenue,  hath  im-    *'  town,  and  within  the  harbour  ot 
poled  rates  and  duties  payable  in   "  Bofton,  in  the  province  of  Maflk- 
thefe  colonies,  eflablilhed  a  board   "  chufetts-Bay,  in  North  Ameri- 
of  commiffioners  with  unconflitu-    **  ca."     Another   intitled,    "  An 
tional  powers,  and  extended  the  ju-   "  ad  for  the  better  regulating  the 
rifditSionotccurtsof  admiralty,  not   "  government  ot   the  province  of 
only  tor  collecting  the  faid  duties,   "  the  Maflachufetts-Bay,m  New- 
bur  tor  the  trial  of  caufes  merely  *' England,"  And  another  imitul- 
arifing  within  thebody  ot  a  county,  cd,    "  An  adf  for  the  impartial  ad- 
And  whereas  in  confequcnce  ot   "  miniftration  of  juftice,  m   the 
other  ilatutes,  judges,  who  before  "  cafes  of  perfons  quelboncd  for 
lield  only  eftates  at  will  in  their   *,' any  a6t  doneby  them  in  the  e.\£- 
cftices,  have  been  made  dependent  "  cutionof  the  law,  or  for  the  fup- 
on  the  crown  alone  for  their  fala-    "  prefiion  of  riots  and  tumults,  in 
lies,  and   Ihaiding  armies  kept  in    "  tlic  province  of   the   M;illachu- 
time  ot  peace.     And  it  has  lately   "  fctts-Bay,    in    New-England." 
been  relolved  in  pailiamcnr,  that  And  another ftatute was  then  made, 
by  torce  ot  a  ftatutc  made  in  the   *'  For  makiniimoreefliKf  ual  provi- 
thitty-titth  year  ot  the  reign   of  *'  lion   for  the  government  ot  the 
Kmg  henry  the  Eighth,  coloniils   "  province  of  Quebec,  &c.     All 
tnay  be  tranfpoitcd  to  England  and   which  ibuutcs  aic  impolitic, unjuft 
tticil  there    upon   accufations   for  and  cruel,  as  well  as  unconliitii- 
trealons  and  mil  prifions,  or  conceal-   tional,  and  molt  dangerous  and  de- 
ment ot  trealons  coinmitttd  iu  the   ilruc'five  of  American  rights. 

Ai-.d 


A. B.  1774'        THE    WAR    IN   AMERICA.  37c 

We,  his  majefty's  moft  loyal  rubjefts,  the  delegates 
of  the  feveral  colonies  of  New- Hatnpfhire,  Mair<ichii- 
fetcs-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  Connefticut,  New-York, 
New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  Three  Lower  Coun- 
ties of  Newcaftle,  Kent,  and  SiifTex,  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Ca- 
rolina, deputed  to  reprefent  them  in  a  continental 
Congrefs,  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  hfch 
day  of  September,  1774,  avowing  our  allegiance  to 
his  Majefty,  our  affedion  and  regard  for  our  fellow- 

fubje<5ls 

And  whereas,  affemblies  have  fertlng  and  vindicating  their  rights 
been  frequently  diflblved,  contrary  and  liberties,  DECLARE, 
Jto  the  rii^hts  or  the  people,  when  That  theinhabitanrsot  the  Eng- 
Hlhey  attempted  to  deliberate  on  \'\(h  colonies  in  North  Atnerica,  by 
grievances;  and  their  dutih!!,  hum-  the  immutable  la>.vs  of  nature,  the 
ble,  loyal,  and  reafonable  petitions  principles  of  the  Engliih  conllitu- 
fo  the  crown  tor  redrefs,  have  been  tion,  and  the  feveral  charters  or 
repeatedly  treated  with  contempt  compa(ils,  have  the  following  rights. 
by  his  majefty's  minifters  of  ilate.         RefolveJ,  N.  C-  D.  l.  That  they 

The  good  people  of  the  feveral  are  enttitled  to  life,    liberty,  and 
^colonies  of  New-H.implhire,  Maf-  property;  and  they  have  never  ced- 
lachuletts-Bay,  Rhude-Ifland,  and  ed  to  any  fovereic;;n  power  whate- 
Providence  plantations,  Connedi-  ver,  a  right  to  difpofe  of  either 
cat.    New    York,    New    Jerfey,  without  their  confent. 
Pennfylvania,  Newcaflle,Kent  and       ReColvcdy  N.  C.  D.  2.  That  our 
SulTex  on  the  Delaware,  IVIary land,   anceftors,  who   firfl:   fettled  thefe 
Virginia,    North     Carolina,    and  colonies,  were  at  the  time  of  their 
S  mth  Carolina,  juftly  alarmed  at  emigration  from  the  mother  coun- 
thefe  arbitrary  proceedings  of  par-  try,  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  liber- 
liament  and  adminillration,   have   ties  and  immunities  of  free  and  na- 
feverally  eleded,  conlHtuted,  and   tural    born    fubjeds,   within    the 
appointed  deputies  to  meet  and  lit  reaira  of  England. 
in  general  ongrefs   in  the  city  of       RrfohsJ^  N.  C.  D.  3.  That  by 
Philadelphia,  in  order   to   obtain  fuch  emigration  they  by  no  means 
fuch  eftablifhment  as  that  their  re-   forfeited,   furrendered,  or  loft  any 
ligion,  liws,  and  liberties  may  not  of  thofe  rights,  but  that  they  were, 
be  fubverted :    Whereupon  thede-  and  their  defcendants  now  are,  en- 
putics  fo  appointed   being  now  af-  titled   to  the   exercifc  and  enjoy- 
fembled  in  a  full  and   free  repre-   ment  of  all  fuch  ot  them,  as  tlieip 
lenta  ion  of  'thefe  colonies,  taking  local  and  other  circumftances  ena- 
into  their  moft  lerious  confideration  b!e  them  to  exercife  andenjov. 
the   bell  means  of  attaining   the       Refolved,  4.  That  the  foundation 
ends  aforefaid  do  in  the  firft  place,  of  Eughfh  liberty  and  of  all   free 
as   Englillimen  their  anceftors   in  government,  is  a  right  in  the  peo- 
Jike  cafes  have  ufuaily  done,  for  af-  pie  to  participate  in  their  legiflnti  ^^e 

councii : 
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fubjeifts  in  Great  Britain  and  ejfewhere,  affefted  with 
the  deepelt  anxiety,  and  mofl  alarming  apprehenfions 
at  thofc  grievances  and  diftreiles,  with  which  his  ma- 
jefty's  American  fubjefts  are  opprefifed,  and  having 
taken  under  our  molt  ferious  deliberation,  the  ftate  of 
the  whole  continent,  find,  that  the  prefent  unhappy 
fituation  of  our  affairs,  is  occafioned  by  a  ruinous  fyf- 
tem  of  colony  adminiflration  adopted  by  the  Britilh 
miniftry  about  the  year  1762,  evidently  calculated  for 
cnflaving  thefe  coioniesj  and  with  them,    the  Bririfh 

empire. 

council:  nnd  as  the  EpglHh  colo-  cordingj  to  the  courfe  of  tlut  la^v. 
iiiil:  are  not  rcprelenred,  and  from  Rcfolved,,  6.  That  they  are  enti- 
their  local  and  other  circumftances  tied  to  the  benefit  of  fuch  of  the 
■cannot  prnperfy  be  rrprefcnted  in  Englifli  fiatutes,  as  exifled  at  the 
tlie  Britifii  parliament,  they  are  time  of  their  calozinatian;  a»d  re- 
entitlcd  to  a  tree  and  exclulivc  fpcciively  found  to  be  applicable 
power  of  leoillation  in  their  feveral  to  their  feveral  and  other  local  cir- 
provincial  Icgiflatures,  where  their  cumilances. 

ri(;ht  of  icprefentation  can  alone  i?(yt>/tv<r/,  N.C.  D.  7.  That  thefe, 
be  preferved,  in  all  cafes  of  taxa-  his  majefty^s  colonies,  are  likewife 
tion  and  internal  polity,  fubjeft  entitled  to  all  the  immunities  and 
■only  to  the  negative  of  their  fove-  privileges  granted  and  <-onfirmed  to 
reign,'  in  fuch  manner  as  has  been  them  by  royal  charters,  or  fecured 
heretofore  accuilomed:  But  from  by  their  feveral  codes  of  provincial 
the  nccellity  (5f  the  cafe,  and  a  re-   laws. 

Ijard  to  the  mutual  interefts  of  both  Rcfolved^  N.  C.  D.  8.  That 
countries,  we  chearfully  confent  to  they  have  a  right  peaceably  to  af- 
the  operation  of  fuch  adts  of  the  femble,  confider  of  their  grievan- 
Britifh  parliament  as  are  bona  fide,  ces,  and  petition  the  king;  and  that 
retrained  to  the  regulation  of  our  all  profecutions,  prohibitory  pro- 
external  commerce,  for  the  pur-  clamations  and  commitments  for 
jxjfe  of  fccurir.g  the  commercial  the  fame,  are  illegal, 
advantages  of  rhe  whole  empire  to  Refolved^  'N.  C.  D.  g.  That  the 
the  mother  country,  and  the  com-  keeping  a  ftanding  army  in  thefe 
nercial  benefits  of  its  refpetlive  colonies,  in  times  of  peace,  with- 
inembers,  excluding  eveiy  idea  of  out  the  cowfent  of  the  legiflature 
r.ixiirion,  internal  or  external,  for  of  that  colony,  in  which  the  army 
i.i-f^iig  a  revenue  on  the  fubjefts  is  kejjt,  is  againft  law. 
Ill  America  without  their  confeni.  Refolvcd^  N.  C.  D.  lO.  It  is  ui- 
Rcfolvrd,  N.  C.  D.  5.  'J'hat  the  diipcnfably  neccfiiiry  to  good  go- 
refpective  colonies  are  entitled  to  vcmment,  and  rendered  eflential  by 
the  common  law  of  England,  and  the  Englifh  conflitution,  that  the 
niore  efpccially  to  the  great  and  conftituent  branches  of  the  legifla- 
iiieftimablf  privilege  of  being  tried  ture  be  independent  of  each  other; 
^y  their  peers  in  the  vicinage  ac-  that,  therefore,  lUe  e^icrcife  of  Ic- 

giflative 
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empire.  In  profecution  of  which  fyflem,  various  a6is 
of  parliament  have  been  pafled  for  raifing  a  revenue 
in  America,  for  depriving  the  American  fubjeits,  in 
many  inilances,  of  the  conilitutional  trial  by  jury,  ex- 
pofing  their  lives  to  danger,  by  dire6ting  a  new  and  il- 
legal trial  beyond  the  feaSy  for  crimes  alledged  to 
have  been  conimitted  in  America:  And  in  profecution 
of  the  fame  fyftcm,  feveral  late  cruel,  and  opprefiive 
a6ls  have  been  pall'ed  refpeding  the  town  of  Boflon. 
and  the  MafTachufett's-Bay,  and  alfo  an  aft  for  ex- 
tending 

giflatlve  power  in  feverjtl  colonies,   mericart  colonies,  vir^ 
by  a  council    appcir.fed,     duringi       The  fev'cnilaftsof  4,GeorgeIiro- 
pleaiure,.  by  the  crown,    is  uneon-   clu  15.  aud  ch.  34.---^,  Geo.  III. 
ihturioiial,  dangerous,  and  dellruc-  ch.  25.-6,  Geo.  lit.  cU.  ^z  —  -j^ 
live  to  this  treedom  or  American  k-  Geo.  III.  ch.  41  and  ch.  46. ---8, 
giflatioiV.  Geo.  Ifl.th.  23,  vvhiGhimpofedu- 

All  and  each  of  which  the  iafore-  ties  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  a  re- 
fa'id  deputies,;  in  behalf  of  them-  vehueJn  America,  extend  the  pbvv- 
felves,  and  their  confli'tiients,.  do  ers  of  tlie  admiralty  courts  beyond 
claim,  demand,  and  inlift  on,  as  their  antient  limits,  deprive  the  A- 
thelr  indubitable  rights  and  liber-  merican  fubject  of  trial  by  jury,  au- 
ties  ;  which  cannot  be  legally  taken  thorifing  thejudges  certificate  to  in- 
from  them,  altered,  or  abridged  by  demnify  the  proiecutor  fromdama> 
any  power  vvhatever,  without  their  ges,  that  he  might  otherwifebe  11- 
mya  coiifehr,  by  their  reprefenta-  able  to,  requiring  oppreffive  fecu- 
tives  in  their  feveral  provincial  le-  rityfromaclaimantoffliips  and  goods 
giflatures.  feii:ed,  before  he  (hall  be  allowed 

In  the  courfe  of  our  inquiry,  we  to  defend  his  property,  and  are 
find  many  infringements  and  vio-  fubverfive  of  American  right?, 
lations  of  the  foregoing  rights;  Alfo,  12  Geo.  III.  ch.  24,  intl- 
which,  from  ah  ardent  defire  that  tuled  "An  aft  fo.i  the  better  fecu- 
harmony  and  mutual  intercourfe  "  ring  his  raajefty's  dock-yards, 
of  affedipn  and  intereft  maybe  re-  "magazines,  ftiips,  ammunition 
ftored,  we  pafs  over  for  the  prefent,  "  and  iiores."  Which  declares  a 
and  proceed  to  flate  fuch  afts  and  new  offence  in  America,  and  de- 
fneafures  as  have  been  adopted  fmce  prives  the  American  fubjc;"^  of  a 
Jhe  laft  war,  which  demonftrate  a  conftitutionaltrialby  jury  ot  the  vi-_ 
fyftem  formed  t6  enflave  America,  cinage,  by  auihoriling  the  trial  of 

Rejolved^  N.C.  D.  That  the  fol-  any  perfon  charged  with  the  corn- 
lowing  afts  of  parliament  are  in-  mitting  of  any  offence  defcribed  in 
jVingments  and  violations  of  the  the  laid  ad  out  of  the  realm,  to  be 
Rights  of  the  cbbniib;  and  that  indifted  and  tried  for  the  fame  in 
the  repeal  of  them  is  effentially  ne-  anyfhireftrcoi.ntyuithintherealm. 
ceffary,  in  order  to  reftore  harmony  ,  Alfo  the  three  adh  pafled  in  the 
.between  Great  Britain  and  the  A-  laft  feffioii  of  paaiiament,  for  flop- 
ping 
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tendinf  the  province  of  Quebec,  fo  as  to  border  on 
the  weftern  frontiers  of  thefe  colonies,  eftablifhing 
an  arbitrary  government  therein,  and  difcouraging  the 
fettlement  of  Britifh  fubjeds  in  that  wide  extended 
country;  thus  by  the  influence  of  civil  principles  and 
ancientprejudices,  todifpofe  the  inhabitants  to  adt  with 
hoftility  againa  the  free  proteftant  colonies,  wTienever 
a  wicked  miniftry  Ihall  chufe  fo  to  dired  then. 

To  obtain  redrefs  of  thefe  grievances,  which  threat- 
en detlruftion  to  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property  of 

his 

ping  the  port  and  blocking  up  the  fett's-Bay,  to  the  execution  of  the 
harbour  oFBofton,  lor  altering  the  late  a6ts  of  parliament  ;  and  if  the 
chijrtcr  and  government  of  IVIalla-  fame  fliall  be  attempted  to  be  car- 
chiifett's-Bay,  and  that  which  is  ried  into  execution  by  force,  in 
intituled,  *'  An  aft  for  the  better  fuch  cafe,  all  America  ought  to 
adminillration  of  juflice,  &:c."  fupportthem  in  their  oppofition. 

Alfo  the  a6t  pafled  in  the  fame  Refol'ved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
feffion  for  eftablifhing  the  Roman  of  ihis  body,  that  the  removal  of 
Catholic  religion  in  the  piovince  the  people  of  Bofton  into  the  coun- 
of  Quebec,  abolifhing  the  equitable  try,  would,  be,  not  only  extremely 
fyftcm  of  Englifh  laws,  and  ereft-  difticult  in  the  execution,  but  ia 
ing  a  tyranny  there,  to  the  great  important  in  its  confequences  as  to 
danger,  from  fo  total  a  dilTimilarity  require  the  utmoft  deliberation  be- 
of  religion,  law,  and  government  fore  it  is  adopted.  But  in  cafe  the 
to  the  neighbouring  Britifh  colo-  provincial  meeting  of  that  colony 
nies,  by  the  affiftance  ot  whole  fhall  judge  it  ahfolutely  neceflary, 
blood  and  treafure  the  faid  country  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs, 
was  conquered  from  France.  that  all  America  ought  to  contri- 

Alfo  the  aft  pafled  in  the  fame  bute   towards   recompenfing  them 
feffion  tor  the  better  providing  fui-  for   the  injury  they  may  thereby 
table  cjuarters  for  oflicers  and  fol-  fuftain,  ;  and  it  willbe  recoramen- 
diers   in   his   majefty's  fervice  in  ded  accordingly. 
North  America.  Rejol'ved^  That  this  Congrefs  do 

Alfo,  that  the  keeping  a  ftand-  recommend  to  the  inhabitants  of 
ing  army  in  fcveral  oi  thefe  colo-  the  colony  of  the  MaiTachufett's- 
nies  in  the  time  of  peace,  without  Bay,  to  fubmit  to  a  fufpenfion  of 
the  confcnt  of  the  legiflature  of  the  adminiflration  of  juftice,  where 
that  colony  in  which  fuch  army  is  it  cannot  be  prociired  in  a  legal 
kept,  is-againlt  law.  and  peaceable  manner,    vmder  the 

rules  of  the  charter,    and  the  laws 
The  Congrefs,  from  time  to  time,   founded  thereon,   until  the  efieft* 

pafled  the  following  refolves.        of  our  application  for  a  repeal  of 
Refolved^  That  this  Congrefs  do   the   afts   by  which   their  charter 
appiove  ot  the  oppofition  made  by  rights  are  iafringed,  is  known. 
tUe  inhabitauts  ot  the  Mairachu* 

Refohei 


A.D.t774-        THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA.  375 

his  Majefty's  fubjefts  in  North- America,  we  were  of 
opinion,  that  a  non-importation,  non-confumption, 
and  non-exportation  agreement,  faithfully  adhered  to, 
will  prove  the  moft  fpeedy,  efFeftual,  and  peaceable 
meafure:  And  therefore  we  do,  for  ourfelves  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  feveral  colonies,  whom  we  repre- 
fent,  firmly  agree  and  affociate  under  the  facred  ties 
of  virtue,  honour  and  love  of  our  country  as  follows: 

Firft,  That  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  we  will  not  import  into  Britifh  America, 
Vol.  I.  B  b  b  from 

Rffol'ved  ttnanlmoujly y  Thar  eve-   America,  in  order  to  tranfport  fuch 
ry  perfon  or  perlbns  whomfoever,   perfon  beyond  the  fea,  for  trial  ot 
who  fliall  take,   accept,  or  aft  un-   oftences,  committed  within  the  bo- 
der  any  commiffion  or  authority,   dy  of  a  county  in  America,  being 
in  any  wife  derived  from  the  act  againft  law,  will  juftify,  and  ought 
palled  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parlia-  to  meet  with  refiftance  and  repri- 
ment,  changing  the  form   of  go-  fal. 
vernment,  and  violating  the  char- 
ter of  the  province  of  Maflachu-  Saturday,  Ox.?<?^?r  22. 
fetts-Bay,  ought  to  be  held  in  detef-        Refolded ^  As  the  opinion  of  the 
talion  and  abhorrence  by  all  good  Congrefs,  that  it  will  be  neceflary 
men,  and  confidered  as  the  wicked  that  a  Congrefs  fnould  be  held  on 
tools  of  that  defpotifm,    which  is  the  lOth  day  of  May  next,  unlefs 
preparing  to  deftroy  thofe   rights,  the  redrefs   of  grievances,  which 
which  God,  nature,  and   compaft  we  have  defired,  be  obtained  be- 
hath  given  to  America.                     fore  that  time. — And  we  recom- 
Refolvcd  tinanimoujly^    That  the   mend  that  the  fame  be  held  at  the 
people  of  Bolton  and  the  Mafla-  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  that  all 
chuletts-Bay,   be   advifed  ftill   to  the  colonies  in  North  Americachufe 
condu6t  themfelves  peaceably  to-  deputies  as  foon  as  pollible  to  at- 
wards     his    excellency     General  tend  fuch  Congrefs. 
Gage,    and   his    Majefty's   troops 

how  ftationed  in  the  town  of  Bof-  Tuefday,  OSlober  25. 

ton,  as  far  as  can  poffibly  confill  Refolved,  That  the  Congrefs  in 
with  their  immediate  fatety  and  their  own  names,  and  in  behalf  of 
the  fecurity  of  the  town;  avoiding  all  thofe  whom  they  reprefent,  do 
and  difcountenancing  every  viola-  prefent  their  grateful acknowledge- 
tionof  his  Majefty's  property,  or  ments  to  thofe  truly  noble,  ho- 
any  infult  to  his  troops;  and  that;  nourable,  and  patriotic  advocates 
they  peaceably  and  firmly  perfe-  of  civil  and  religious  liberty;  who 
vere  in  the  line  which  they  are  have  lb  generoufly  and  powerful- 
now  conducting  themfelves  on  the  ly,  though  unfuccefsiully,efpoufed 
defenlive.  and  defended  the  caufe  of  Ameri* 

Rcfol'vcd^  That  the   feizing  or  ca,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament,' 
attempting  to  feize,  any  perfon  in 
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from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandize  whatfoever,  or  from  any  other  place  any 
fuch  goodsj  wares  or  merchandize,  as  fhall  have  been 
exported  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland i  nor  will  we, 
after  that  day,  import  any  Eaft-India  tea  from  any 
part  of  the  world  j  nor  any  molafles,  fyrups,  panelcs, 
coffee  or  piemento,  from  the  Britilh  plantations,  or 
from  Dominicaj  nor  wines  from  Maderia,  or  the 
Weftern  Illandsi  nor  any-foreign  indigo. 

Second  J  Tliat  we  will  neither  import,  nor  purchafe 
any  flave  imported,  after  the  firft  day  of  December 
next;  after  which  time,  we  will  wholly  difcontinue 
the  flave  trade,  and  will  neither  be  concerned  in  it 
ourfelves,  nor  will  we  hire  veflels,  nor  fell  our  com- 
modities or  manufactures  to  thofe  who  are  concerned 
in  it, 

'Thh'dy  As  a  non-confiimption  agreement,  flriftly 
adhered  to,  will  be  an  efFeClual  fecurity  for  the  ob- 
fervation  of  the  non-importation,  we,  as  above,  fo- 
lemnly  agree  and  alTociate,  that  from  this  day,  we  will 
not  purchafe  or  ufe  any  tea  imported  on  account  of 
the  Eafl-India  company,  or  any  on  which  a  duty  hath 
been  or  fhall  be  paidj  and  from  and  after  the  firfl  day 
of  March  next,  we  will  not  purchafe  or  ufe  any  Eaft 
India  tea  whatever,  nor  will  we,  nor  fhall  any  perfon 
for  or  under  us,  purchafe  or  ufe,  any  of  thofe  goods, 
wares  or  merchandize,  we  have  agreed  not  to  import, 
which  we  fhall  know  or  have  caufe  to  fufpedl,  were 
imported  after  the  firft  day  of  December,  except  fuch 
as  come  under  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  tenth 
article  hereafter  mentioned. 

Fourth  J  The  earnefl  defire  we  ha;ve,  not  to  injure 
our  fellow-fubjedts  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the 
Weft-Indies,  induces  us  to  fufpend  anon-exportation, 
until  the  tenth  day  of  September  1775 ;  ^^  which  time, 
if  the  faid  ads  and  parts  of  ac^s  of  the  Britifh  par- 
liament. 
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liament,  herein  after  mentioned,  are  not  repealed,  we 
will  not,  directly  or  indireftly,  export  any  merchandize 
or  commodity  whatlbever  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
or  the  Weft-Indies,  except  rice  to  Europe. 

Fifths  Such  as  are  merchants,  and  ufe  theBritilh 
and  Irilh  trade,  will  give  orders,  as  loon  as  poflible, 
to  their  fadors,  agents,  and  correfpondents,  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  not  to  fhip  any  goods  to  them,  on 
any  pretence  whatlbever,  as  they  cannot  be  received 
in  America;  and  if  any  merchant,  refiding  in  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  fliall  direftly  or  indireftly  fhip  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  for  America,  in  order 
to  break  the  faid  non-importation  agreement,  or  in  any 
manner  contravene  the  fame,  on  fuch  unworthy  con- 
du6l  being  well  attefted,  it  ought  to  be  made  public; 
and,  on  the  fame  being  fo  done,  we  will  not  from 
thenceforth  have  any  commercial  connexion  with  fuch 
merchant. 

'Sixthy  That  fuch  as  are  owners  of  veflels  will  give 
pofitive  orders  to  their  captains  or  mafters,  not  to 
receive  on  board  their  vefTels  any  goods  prohibited 
by  the  faid  non-importation  agreement,  on  pain  of 
immediate  difmiffion  from  their  fervice. 

Seventh^  We  will  ufe  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  im^ 
prove  the  breed  of  fheep  and  increafe  their  number 
to  the  greateft  extent,  and  to  that  end,  we  v/ill  kill 
them  as  fparingly  as  maybe,  efpeciallythofe  of  themoft 
profitable  kind;  nor  will  we  export  any  to  the  Weft- 
Indies  or  elfewhere  ;  and  thofe  of  us  who  are  or  may 
become  overftocked  with,  or  can  conveniently  fpare 
any  Iheep,  will  difpofe  of  them  to  our  neighbours, 
efpecially  to  the  poorer  fort,  on  moderate  terms, 

Eighthy  That  we  will  in  our  feveral  ftations  encou- 
rage frugality,  oeconomy,  and  induftry ;  and  promote 
agricultue,  arts  and  the  manufactures  of  this  country, 
efpecially  that  of  wool;  and  will  difcountenance  and 

B  b  b  2  difcourage 
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difcourage  every  fpecies  of  extravagance  and  diflipa- 
tion,  efpecially  all  horfe-racing,  and  all  kinds  of  gam- 
ing, cock-fighting,  exhibitions  of  fhews,  plays,  and 
other  expenfive  diverfions  and  entertainments.  And 
on  the  death  of  any  relation  or  friend,  none  of  us,  or 
any  of  our  families,  will  go  into  any  further  mourn- 
ino-  drefs,  than  a  black  crape  or  ribbon  on  the  arm  or 
hat  for  gentlemen,  and  a  black  ribbon  or  necklace  for 
ladies,  and  we  wiildifcontinue  the  giving  of  gloves  and 
fcarfs  at  funerals. 

Ninth,  That  fuch  as  are  venders  of  goods  or  mer- 
chandize, will  not  take  advantage  of  the  fcarcity  of 
goods  that  may  beoccafioned  by  this  aflbciation,  but 
will  fell  the  fame  at  the  rates  we  have  been  refpective- 
ly  accuftomed  to  do  for  twelve  months  laft  pail. — 
And  if  any  vender  of  goods  or  merchandize,  l"hall  fell 
any  fuch  goods  on  higher  terms,  or  fhall  in  any  man- 
ner, or  by  any  device  whatfoever,  violate  or  depart 
from  this  agreement,  no  perfon  ought,  nor  will  any  of 
us  deal  with  any  fuch  perfon,  or  his,  or  her  fadtor  or 
agent,  at  any  time  thereafter,  for  any  commodity 
"whatever. 

T'enthj  In  cafe  any  merchant,  trader,  or  other  per- 
fons  fliall  export  any  goods  or  merchandize  after  the 
firfl  day  of  December,  and  before  the  firft  day  of 
Februrary  next^  the  fame  ought  forthwith  at  the  elec- 
tion of  the  owner,  to  be  either  re-fhipped  or  delivered 
up  to  the  committee  of  the  county  or  town  wherein 
they  fhall  be  imported,  to  be  ftored  at  the  rifque  of 
the  importer,  until  the  non-importation  agreement 
Ihall  ceafe,  or  be  fold  under  the  direftion  of  the  comi- 
mittee  aforefaidj  and  in  the  laft  mentioned  cafe,  the 
owner  or  owners  of  fuch  goods,  fhall  be  reimburfed 
(out  of  the  fales)  the  firft  coft  and  charges,  the  profit, 
if  any,  to  be  applied  towards  relieving  and  employing 

fuch 
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fuch  poor  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bollon,  as  are 
immediate  fufferers  by  the  Bofton  port  bill  -,  and  a 
particular  account  of  all  goods  fo  returned^  ftored,  or 
fold,  to  be  inferted  in  the  public  papers;  and  if  any 
goods  and  merchandizes  Ihall  be  imported  after  the 
firft  day  of  February,  the  fame  ought  forthwith 
to  be  fent  back  again,  without  breaking  any  of  the 
packages  therof. 

Eleverithj  That  a  committee  be  chofen  in  every 
county,  city  and  town,  by  thofe  who  are  qualified  to 
vote  for  reprefentatives  in  the  legiflature,  whofe  bufi- 
nefs  itfhall  be,  attentively  to  obferve  theconduftof  all 
perfons  touching  the  aflbciation  ;  and  when  it  fliall  be 
made  to  appear  to  the  latisfaftion  of  a  majority  of 
any  fuch  committee,  that  any  perfon  within  the  limits 
of  their  appointment  has  violated  this  affociation,  chat 
fuch  majority  do  forthwith  caufe  the  truth  of  the  cafe 
to  be  publifhed  in  the  gazette,  to  the  end,  that  all 
fuch  foes  to  the  rights  of  Britifh  America  may  be 
publicly  knov/n,  and  univerfally  contemned  as  the  ene- 
mies of  American  liberty;  and  thenceforth  we  refpec- 
tively  will  break  ofFall  dealings  with  him  or  her. 

Twelfthy  That  the  committee  of  correfpondence  in 
the  refpeftive  colonies  do  frequently  infpeft  the  en- 
tries of  their  cuftom-houfes,  and  inform  each  other 
from  time  to  time  of  the  true  ftate  thereof,  and  of 
every  other  material  circumllance  that  occur  re- 
lative to  this  aflbciaticn. 

1'hirteenthy  That  all  manufadlures  of  this  country 
be  fold  at  reafonable  prices,  fo  that  no  undue  advan- 
tage be  taken  of  a  future  fcarcity  of  goods. 

Fourteenth,  And  we  do  further  agree  and  refolve, 
that  we  will  have  no  trade,  commerce,  dealings  or 
intercourfe  whatfoever,  with  any  colony  or  province 
in  North  America,  which  Ihall  not  accede  to,  or  which 

fhali 
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fhall  hereafter  violate  this  afibciation,  but  will  hold 
them  as  unworthy  of  the  rights  of  freemen,  and  as 
inmical  to  the  liberties  of  their  country. 

And  we  do  folemnly  bind  ourfelves  and  our  confti- 
tuents,  under  the  ties  aforefaid,  to  adhere  to  this 
aflbciation  until  fuch  parts  of  the  feveral  a61:s  of  par- 
liament paired  fince  the  clofe  of  laft  war,  as  impofe 
or  continue  duties  on  tea,  wine,  molaffes,  fyrups, 
paneles,  coffee,  fugar,  piemento,  indigo, foreign  paper, 
glafs  and  painter  colours,  imported  into  America, 
and  extend' the  powers  of  the  admiralty  courts  be- 
yond their  ancient  limits,  deprive  the  American  fub- 
jeft  of  trial  by  jury,  authorife  the  judge's  certificate  to 
indemnify  the  profecutor  from  damages,  that  he 
might  otherwife  be  liable  to,  from  a  trial  by  his  peers, 
require  oppreflive  fecurity  from  a  claimant  offhipsor 
<2;oods  feized  before  he  fhall  be  allowed  to  defend 
his  property,  are  repealed. --And  until  that  part  of  the 
aftof  the  12.  Geo.  3.  ch.  24.  intituled,"  An  aft  for 
the  better  fecuring  his  majefty's  dock-yards,  maga- 
zines, fhips,  ammunition,  and  flores,"  by  which,  any 
perfons  charged  with  committing  any  of  the  crimes 
therein  defcribed,  in  America,  may  be  tried  in  any 
fliire  or  county  within  the  realm,  is  repealed. — And 
until  the  four  afts  palTed  in  the  laft  fefTion  of  parlia- 
ment, viz.  that  for  flopping  the  port  and  blocking  up 
the  harbour  of  Bofton. — 'I  hat  for  altering  the  charter 
and  government  of  theMaflachufett's-Bay.r— And  that 
v/liich  is  intituled,"  An  aft  for  the  better  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juftice,  &c."  are  repealed.  And  we  re- 
commend it  to  the  provincial  conventions,  and  to  the 
committees  in  therefpeftive  colonies,  to  eftablifh  fucH 
farther  regulations  as  they  may  think  proper,  for  car- 
rying into  execution  this  aflfociation. 

The 
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The  foregoing  alTociarion  determined  upon  by 
the  Congrefs,  was  ordered  to  be  fubfcribed  by  the 
feveral    members   thereof  j    to  which  they  fet   their 


names 


In  their  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
they  infift  upon  their  right  of  Britifh  fubjedts, 'and 
affirm  that  no  power  on  earth  has  a  right  to  take  away 
their  property  without  their  confent  j  and  they  claim 
all  the  rights  fecured  to  fubjefts  by  the  Englifh  con- 
flitution,  efpecially  that  invaluable  one  of  trial  by  jury. 

They 


*  In  Congrefs,  Philadelphia,  Oft. 

20,    1774- 
Signed, 

Peyton  RAVooLPtr,  Prejident^ 
Ne-vj-  Hampjhirc. 
John  Sullivan 
Nathaniel  Folibm 

Majfachufetts-Bay, 
Thomas  Cufhing 
Samuel  Adams 
John  Adams 
Robert  Treat  Paine. 

Rhoile-IJland. 
Stephen  Hopkins 
Samuel  Ward 

Conne£llcut, 
EUphalet  Dyer 
Rotjer  Sherman 
Silas  Deane 

Nenu-Yorli. 
Ifaac  Low 
John  Alfop 
John  Jay 
James  Doane 
William  Floyd 
Henry  Weilner 
S.  Boerum 

Nevj-Je7fey, 
James  Kin  ley 
William  Livingrton 
Stephen  Crane 
Richard  Smith 

Pe7infylvan:aa 
Jofeph  Gillowaj 


John  Di<l:kinfon 
Charles  Humphreys 
Thomas  Mifflin 
Edward  Biddlei 
John  Morton 
George  Ro<'s 

Ne-zvcajile^  i^c» 
Cfefar  Rodney 
Thomas  M'Kean 
George  Read 

Maryland. 
Matthew  Tikhman 
Thomas  Johnfon 
William  Paca 
Samuel  Chafe 

Virghiia. 
Richard  Henry  Lee 
George  Wafhington 
P.  Henry,  jun. 
Richard  Bland 
Benjamin  Harrifon 
Edmund  Pendleton 

North-Carolina. 
William  Hooper 
Jofeph  Hevves 
R.  Cafwell 

South-Carolina. 
Henry  Middleton 
Thomrds  Lvnch 
Chriftnpher  Gadfea 
John  Ru:ledpe 
F.dwAid  RucieJ"*; 
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They  confider  it  eflential  to  Englilh  liberty  that  no 
man  be  condemned  unheard,  or  punifhed  for  fuppofed 
offences,  without  having  an  opportunity  of  making  his 
defence.  They  give  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  le- 
giflature  of  Great  Britain  is  not  authorifed  by  the 
conftitution  to  eftablifh  a  religion  fraught  with  fangui- 
nary  and  impious  tenets,  or  to  ere<fl  an  arbitrary  form 
of  government  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe.  They 
confider  the  proprietors  of  the  foil  in  America  as  much 
mafters  of  their  own  property,  as  thofe  of  Great 
Britain  are,  and  affirm  that  they  are  not  bound  to  fub- 
mit  to  any  parliament  not  of  their  own  eledlion. 
They  infift  that  the  intervention  of  the  fea  which  di- 
vides America  from  Baitain,  can  make  no  difparity  in 
rio-hts  ;  nor  can  the  diilance  of  three  thoufand  miles 
from  the  royal  palace,  make  the  rights  of  fubjefts  lefs 
than  the  diftance  of  three  hundred  miles.  Reafon, 
they  declare,  looks  with  indignation  on  fuch  diftinc- 
tions,  and  free  fubjefts  can  never  perceive  their  pro- 
priety. They  exprefs  their  amazement  at  the  preten- 
fions  of  the  Britilh  parliament  to  bind  them  in  all 
cafes  whatfoever  without  exception,  without  their 
confent,  and  to  take  and  ufe  their  property  when, 
and  in  what  manner  they  pleafe  :  and  to  make  the 
colonifts  penfioners  on  their  bounty,  and  that  they  can 
hold  it  no  longer  than  they  vouchfafe  to  permit. 
Such  declarations  they  confider  as  hcrefies  in  Englilh 
politics,  wliich  can  no  more  operate  to  deprive  them 
of  their  property,  than  the  interdidls  of  the  Pope  can 
divell:  kings  of  their  fceptres,  which  the  laws  of  the 
land,  and  the  voice  of  the  people,  have  placed  in  their 
hands. 

They  attribute  the  plan  for  enQaving  them  to  that 
miniller  and  his  aflbciates,  who  made  the  late  inglori- 
ous peace,  and  deqlare  that  ever  fince  that  time,  that 

fcheme 
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fcheme  of  oppreflion  has  been  pertinacioufly  carrying 
into  execution.  In  this  addrcfs  they  next  appeal  to  the 
mother  country,  how  patiently  they  have  fufFered  the 
reftraint  Upon  their  trade  in  every  way  that  could  con- 
duce to  the  emolument  of  Britain.  Say  they,  you' 
have  exercifed  unbounded  authority  over  the  fea; 
you  have  named  the  ports  and  natic^ns  to  which  alone 
our  merchandise  Ihould  be  carried,  and  with  whom 
alone  we  fhould  trade  ;  and  though  fome  of  thefe  re- 
ilriftions  were  grievous,  we  neverthelefs  did  not  com- 
plain ;  we  looked  up  to  you  as  our  parent  ftate  to' 
which  we  were  bound  by  the  ftrongeft  ties,  and  were 
happy  in  being  inftrumental  td  your  profperity  and 
grandeur.  They  warmly  call  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
Britain  to  bear  witnefs  to  their  loyalty,  and  attach-, 
ment  of  the  common  intereils  of  the  whole  empire, 
and  appeal  to  them  if  they  did  not,  in  the  laft  war^ 
add  all  the  ftrength  d{  the  American  continent  to  the 
force  v/hich  repelled  the  common  enemy.  Did  we 
not,  fay  they^  leave  our  native  Ihores;  and  meet  dif- 
eafe  and  death  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  the  Britifli 
arms  in  foreign  climates  ?  And  did  not  yoh  thank  us 
for  our  zeal,  and  even  reimburfe  us'  lafge  fums  of 
moneys  which  you  confeffed  we  had  advanced  beyond 
our  pi^oportion,  and  far  beyond  our  abilities.  Toi 
what  caufes  thert,  ate  we  to  Attribute  this  fudden 
change  of  treatment,  and  that  fyftem  of  llavery  which 
was  prepared  for  us  at  the  reftoration  of  the  peace  ? 

They  add,  before  we  had  recovered  from  the  dif- 
trefles  which  ever  attend  v/-ar,  an  attempt  wais  made 
to  drain  dur  country  of  money  by  the  opprelTive  (lampi 
ad.  Painted  giafs,  and  other,  commodities,  which 
you  would  not  permit  us  to  purchafe  of  other  nations, 
were  taxed :  Nay,  though  no  wine  is  made  in  any 
country  fubjeft  to  the  Britifh  ftate,  you  prohibited  us 
Vol.  I.-  C  c  c  fromi 
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from  procuring  it  of  foreigners,  without  paying  a  tax 
impofed    by   your  parliament  on   all  we   imported. 
Thefe,  fay  they,  and  many  other  impofitions,  were 
laid  upon  us  unjuftly  and  unconflitutionally,  for  the  ■ 
expreis  purpofe   of  raifing  a  revenue.     In  order  to 
filence  complaint,  it  was  indeed  provided  that  this 
revenue  fhould   be  expended  in  America  for  its  pro- 
teftion  and  defence.     But,  fay  they,   thefe  exactions, 
however,  can  receive  no  juftification  from  a  pretended 
neceflity  of  defending  us.  They  are  lavifhly  fquander- 
ed,   on  court  favourites  and  minifterial  dependents, 
generally  avowed  enemies  to  America,  and  employing 
themfelvcs  by  partial  reprefentations,   to  traduce  and 
embroil  the  colonies.      For  the  neceffary  fupport  of 
government   here,   fay  the  colonifts,   we  ever  were, 
and  ever  fliall  be  ready  to  provide.     And  whenever 
the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  may  require  it,  we  fliall,  as 
we  have  hitherto  done,  chearfully  contribute  our  full 
proportion  of  men  and  money.     To  inforce  this  un- 
conftitutional  and  unjufl  fcheme  of  taxation,  every 
fence  that  the  wifdom  of  our  Britifli  anceftors  had 
carefully   made   againft   arbitrary   power,    has    been 
violently  thrown  down  in  America,  and  the  ineflimable 
right  of  trial  by  jury  taken  away,   in  cafes  that  touch 
both  life  and  property.     It  has  been  ordained  that 
whenever  offences  Ihould  be  committed  in  the  colonies 
againft  particular  ads,   impofing  various  duties  and 
reftriftions  upon  trade,    the  profecutor  might  bring 
his  action  for  the  penalties  in  the  court  of  the  admi- 
ralty j  by  which  means  the  fubjed  loft  the  advantage  of 
being  tried  by  an  honeft  and  uninfluenced  jury  of  the 
vincinage,  and  was  fubje6t  to  the  fad  neceflity  of  being 
judged  by  a  creature  of  the  crown,  and  according  to 
the  courfe  of  law  which  exempts  the  profecutor  from 
the  trouble  of  proving  his  accufation,  and  obliges  the 

defendant 
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defendant  either  to  evince  his  innocence  or  fufFer, 
To  give  this  new  judicatory  the  greater  importance, 
and  as  if  with  a  defign  to  proteft  falfe  accufers,  it  is 
further  provided  that  the  judge's  certificate  of  their 
having  been  probable  caufes  of  feizure  and  profecu- 
cutioUj  fhallprote6lthe  profecutorfromaftions  at  com- 
mon law,  for  recovery  of  damages. 

In  this  addrefs  it  is  aifo  reprefented,  that  although 
juftice  is  impartially  adminiftered  in  all  the  colonies, 
yet  by  the  conftruftion  of  fome,  and  the  direction  of 
other  acts  of  parliamentj  offenders  are  to  be  taken  by 
force,  together  with  all  fuch  perlbns  as  may  be  point- 
ed out  as  witnefTes,  and  carried  to  England,  there  to  be 
tried  in  a  diftant  land  by  a  jury  of  ftrangers,  and  fubjedl 
to  all  the  difadvantages  thatrefult  from  want  of  friends, 
want  of  witnefles,  and  v/ant  of  money.     The  colonifts 
in  this  addrefs  do  not  forget  to  take  notice  of  the  tea 
a6t,  with  a  defign  to  raife  a  revenue  in  America;  and 
it  muft   be  allowed  they  reprefent  this  affair  both 
warmly  and  judicioufly.     They  obferve,  that  when 
the  defign  of  raifing  a  revenue  from  the  duties  upon 
tea,  imported  into  America,  was  in  a  great  meafure 
rendered  abortive   by  their   ceafing  to   import  that 
commodity,   a  fcheme  was  concerted  by  the  miniftry 
with  the  Eaft- India  company,  and  an  aft  pafled  en- 
abling and  encouraging  them  to  tranfport  and  vend 
their  tea  in   the  colonies.     Aware  of  the  danger  of 
giving  fuccefs  to  this  infidious  manoeuvre,  and  of  per- 
mitting a  precedent  of  taxation  thus  to  be  eftablifhed 
among  us,  fay  they,    various  methods  were  tried  to 
elude  the  ftroke.     The  people  of  Bofton,  then  ruled 
by  a  governour,  whom,    as  well  as  his  predeceffor. 
Sir  Francis  Bernards,    all  America  confiders  as  her 
enem.y,  were  extremely  embarraffed.     The  fhips  which 
had  arrived  with  the  tea  were,   by  his  management, 
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prevented  from  returning.  The  duties  would  have 
been  paid;  the  cargoes  landed  and  expofed  to  fale  ; 
a  governour's  influence  would  have  procured  and 
protefted  many  purchafers.  While  the  town  was 
fufpended  by  deliberations  on  this  fubjeft,  the  tea 
was  deftroyed.  But  fuppofing,  fay  the  colonifts,  a 
trefpafs  was  committed,  and  the  proprietors  of  the. 
tea  entitled  to  damages;  the  courts  of  law  were  open, 
and  judges  appointed  by  the  crown  prefiJed  \n  them. 
The  Eaft- India  company,  however,  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  commence  any  fuits,  nor  did  they  even  demand 
fatisfa£tion  either  from  individuals,  or  from  the  com- 
munity in  general.  The  miniftry  ofEciouUy  made 
the  cafe  their  own,  and  the  great  council  of  the 
nation  defcended  to  intermeddle  with  private  pro- 
perty. Divers  papers,  letters,  and  other  unauthenti- 
cated  ex  parte  evidence,  were  laid  before  them;  nei- 
ther the  perfons  who  deftroy  the  tea,  nor  the  peo- 
ple of  Bodon,  were  called  upon  to  anfwer  the  com- 
plaints. The  miniftry  being  incenfed  in  being  difap- 
pointed  in  a  f4vourite  fcheme,  were  determined  to  re- 
cur from  the  little  arts  of  finefie,  to  open  force  and 
unmanly  violence.  The  port  of  Bolton  was  blocked 
up  by  a  fleet,  and  an  army  placed  in  the  town.  Thel^ 
trade  was  to  be  fufpended,  and  thoufands  reduced  to 
the  necefllty  of  gaining  fubflllancc  from  charity,  tili 
they  fliouid  fubniit  to  pafs  under  the  yoke,  and  confent 
to  become  flaves,  by  confefllng  the  omnipotence  of 
parliament,  and  acquiefcing  In  whatever  difpoficion 
they  might  think  proper  to  make  of  their  own  lives 
and  properties. 

Having  rcprefented  this  (late  of  fa(5ls,  they  then 
warmly  exclaim,  Letjufticeand  humanity  ceafe  to  be 
the  boaft  of  VQur  nation  !  Confulc  your  hiftory,  exa- 
wiine  your  records  of  former  traufactions ;  nay,  turn  to 

the 
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the  annals  of  the  nnany  arbitrary  ftates  and  kingdoms 
that  furround  you,    and  ihew  us  a  fmgle  inftance  of 
men  being  condennned  to  fuffcr   for  imprited  crinnes, 
unheard,  unqueftioned,  and  without  even  the  fpecious 
formality  of  a  trial ;  and  too,  by  a  law  made  exprefsly 
for  the  purpofe,  and  had  no  exiftance  at  the  time  that 
the  fact  was  committed.     If*  it  be  difficult  to  recon- 
cile thefe   proceedings   to   the   genius  and  temper  of 
your  laws  and  confritution,  the  talk  will  become  more 
arduous  when  we  call  upon  our  minifterial  -enemies, 
to  juftify  condemned  men  untried,    and  by  hear  fay^ 
but  involving  the  innocent  in  one  common  puniiiiment 
v/ith  the  guilty,  and  for  the  ad:  of  ihirtv  or  forty,  to 
bring  poverty,  diflrefs,  and  calamity  on  thirty  thoufand 
fouls,  and  thofe  not  your  enemies,  but  your  friends, 
brethren,   and   fellow  citizens.     They  make  ufe  of 
feveral  other  arguments  and  topics,  which  they  urge 
home  with  all  the  force   of  language  and  warm  zeal, 
gnd  the  impartial  world  in  fom.eages  hence,  when  the 
mill  of  prejudice  is  removed  from  their  eyes,  v/ill  be 
obliged  to  confefs  that  there  is  much  reafon  in  what 
they  fay.     What  has   greatly   darkened  this  contro- 
y^rfy  betv/een  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  is  the 
difference  of  political  reafoning  on  different  lides  of 
the    queflion.     The   advocates  for  the  dominion   of 
parliament,  draw  their  arguments  from  miftical  fub- 
tieties,  grounded  upon  obfelete  laws  that  were  never 
conftitutional,    and  which  few,  unlef^  men  learned  in 
the  law,  can  underfland.     From  thefe  they  draw  pofi- 
tive  concluiions,  as  if  their  firll  principles  were  felf- 
cvident,  and  conclude  that  nothing  except  obllinacy, 
pr  real  want  of  underftanding,  can  hinder  all  others 
from    perceiving^    the   juftnefs    of  their   arguments. 
The     colonies    and     their     friends     eflablidi     their 
arguments    upon   common  fenfc;    and  the  conftitu- 
tional 
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tional  laws  of  the  empire,  which,  as  they  are  plain 
and  felf-evident,  are  calculated  to  afFed  all  minds 
that  are  not  warped  by  prejudice,  or  biafled  by 
private  intereft. 

There  is  no  queftion  but  men's  prejudices  and  in- 
terefts  are  concerned  on  both  fides,  but  the  extreme 
appears  to  be  more  on  the  one  fide   than  the    other,  - 
provided  we  confine  our  views  to  the  evidence  upon 
the  face  of  the  arguments.     The  rights  of  mankind 
are  not  myfteries  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  few, 
as  articles  of  faith  are  in  fome  countries,   but  like  the 
common  falvation,  are  expofed  to  the  view  of  every 
individual  perfon,  and  the  privilege  of  all  to  know,  as 
well  as  to  enjoy.     When  doctrines  of  ilate  are    fo 
deep,  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  men  of  common 
underftanding,  they  are  not  fit  to  be  put  in  praftice. 
Whatfoever  men  are  bound  to  obey  ought  firil  to  be 
made  a  plain  objed  of  their  underitanding,  otherwife 
obedience  is    not  a   reafonable  fervice.     All    honeil 
men  will  ever  defire  to  have  thofe  defigns  they  pro- 
fefs  to  be  for  the  good  of  foci ety,  made  as  manifeft 
to  the  members  thereof  as  poflible,   and  will  never 
want  to  impofe  their  authority,  except  under  the  di- 
vine light  of  reafon  and  truth. 

But  it  will  be  neceflary  to  take  a  view  of  the  ma- 
nagement at  home,  which  gave  rife  to  this  fpirited  and 
violent  oppofition  of  the  colonies.  This  will  natu- 
rally lead  us  to  take  a  view  of  the  arguments  made  ufe 
of  by  the  parties  at  home  in  fupport  of  the  different 
fides  of  the  queftion  in  which  they  were  engaged. 
It  has  often  been  affirmed  by  people  at  home,  that 
the  colonifls  deduced  their  arguments  from  fpeeches 
made  in  the  parliament  of  Britain,  and  from  writings 
fent  from  this  conntry  to  America.  Upon  this  fup- 
pofition,  the  patriots  as  they  are  called   in   derifion, 

are 


A.  D.  1774-        'i'HE    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  389 

are  principally  blamed  for  the  oppofition  and  re- 
fiftance  which  the  colohtfts  have  made.  But  fuch  as 
confider  their  petitions,  fefolves  and  apologies  impar- 
tially, will  foon  perceive  that  they  needed  no  affif- 
tance  from  the  mother  country,  in  any  matter  cf  argu- 
mentk  There  is  a  clearnefs  and  percifion  in  their 
writings,  united  with  a  warm  zeal  for  truth  and  liber- 
ty, that'is  not  to  be  met  with  in  any  of  thefe  venal 
performances  which  have  been  publifhed  againft 
them.  In  fome  future  period  of  time,  when  men 
read  this  controverfy  with  calm  impartiality,  they  will 
give  judgement  freely  on  the  fide  of  the  colonifts,  and 
Hand  in  amazement  that  there  iliould  have  been  the 
fmalleft  difpute  in  a  cafe  fo  clear  and  obvious. 

The  ftate  of  parties  were  this  year  much  the  fame 
as  before,  except  that  the  general  llrength  of  the  op- 
pofition was  much  declined.  The  Rockingham  party 
continued  unbroken,  and  confiftently  purfued  its  firft 
original  line  of  public  condud:.  Though  it  was  often 
overpowered  by  numbers,  itnotwithftanding  continued 
formidable,  and  gave  fome  fevere  checks  to  the  pre- 
vailing influence  of  the  court.  The  fame  difference 
of  opinion  and  affeftions,  and  the  fame  occallonal 
union  among  others,  took  place  between  them  and 
that  party  which  was  attached  to  the  Earl  of  Chatham. 
This  appearence  of  the  want  of  true  union,  very  much 
enfeebled  the  oppofition. 

•  While  matters  were  in  this  fituation  at  home,  an  in- 
cident took  place  which  kindled  into  a  volent  flame 
of  difcontent  and  rage  in  the  colonies.  The  infigni- 
ficant  duty  of  threepence  the  pound  on  tea,  which 
had  been  fingly  left  behind  in  the  year,  1770,  when 
all  other  articles  enumerated  in  the  fame  bill,  for  the 
purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue,  had  been  repealed,  was 
now  determined  to  be  made  the  fatal  bane  of  conten- 
tion 
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tion  between  the  mother  country  and  her  coloniesw 
It  hail  been  foretold  by  thofe  who  flruggled  hard  for 
the  repeal  of  the  whole,  and  who  always  declared  a- 
gainft  every  notion  of  an  internal  taxation  of  America; 
that  the  leaving  of  one  duty,  and  the  difcharging  of 
the  others,  could  anfwer  no  other  purpofe  than  the 
leflening  of  that  fcanty  revenue,  which  was  fcarcely 
fiifficienr,  in  its  whole  amount,  to  anfwer  the  expence 
of  the  coileflion  ;  that  by  thefe  means,  inftead  of  profitj 
a  new  charge  to  fupply  the  deficiency  would  be  thrown 
upon  the  ftate  at  home,  while  all  the  other  evils,  which 
were  then  acknowledged  as  the  motives  of  a  partial 
repeal,  would  be  continued  in  their  utmoft  extent. 

Thefe  political  predictions  in  the  end  proved  to 
have  a  real  foundation,  and  were  bur  too  v/ell  verified 
by  after  events.  The  difcontents  of  the  colonies 
cncreafed  from  the  meafures  of  government,  and  an 
univerfal  fpirit  ofoppofition  to  the  tea  ad  prevailed 
among  them  all.  The  meafures  of  the  miniftry,  and 
the  prevailing  party  in  parliament,  fo  irritated  the 
colonifts,  that  they  formed  the  aflbciation  which  has 
been  already  mentioned,  and  paflfed  the  fpirited  refo- 
lutions  which  have  been  taken  notice  of,  to  fhew  the 
miniilry  that  they  were  not  ready  to  comply  with  fuch 
unreafonabie  demands.  In  this  ftate  of  affairs  there 
was  one  thing  which  greatly  increafed  the  divifion  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  the  colonifts j  the  go- 
vernours  of  moft  of  the  colonies  and  the  people,  were 
in  a  continual  ftate  of  warrare;  and  fuch  was  the  op- 
pofition  between  them,  that  what  the  one  propofed  the 
others  were  always  determined  to  contradi6l'.  It  has 
been  generally  believed  that  this  evil  had  its  rife  at 
home  in  the  mother  countryi  and  that  the  governours 
had  their  inftrudions  how  to  behave  from  the 
miniftry,  which  they  fervilely  executed,  withou:  con- 
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fidering  either  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  commands, 
or  the  temper  of  the  colonifts.  It  isj  however,  mani- 
feft,  and  fad  experience  has  proved,  that  the  gover- 
nours  have  not  underftood,  or  they  have  willfully  per- 
verted the  ftate  of  the  colonies  in  their  accounts 
thereof  to  the  miniftry;  for  it  is  hardly  pofiible  that 
government  would  have  proceeded  fo  far  as  they  have 
done,  provided  they  had  not  received  falfe  informa- 
tion from  their  fervants*  The  variances  between  the 
governors  and  the  people  put  an  end  to  all  regular 
proceedings  J  the  affemblies  were  repeatedly  called, 
and  fuddenly  diflblved.  When  they  v/ere  fitting  they 
were  employed  in  repeating  grievances,  and  framing 
remonftrances,  and  in  the  midfl  of  their  difptttes  new 
matters  fprung  up,  befides  the  duty  on  tea  and  the 
cuftom-houfe,  which  encreafed  the  general  difcon- 
tent.  A  meafure  which  had  been  lately  adopted  of 
rendering  the  governors  and  judges  dependent  on 
the  ct-ownj  by  having  their  falaries  paid  by  govern- 
ment, and  to  be  removed  at  the  pleafure  of  the  fov- 
ereign,  gave  the  colonies  great  offence.  They  con- 
fidered  this  meafure  as  an  attempt  of  the  crown  to 
render  all  offices  of  government  fubfervient  to  arbitra- 
ry ipurpofes,  that  they  might  employ  them  at  their 
pleafure  to  fupprefs  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
Whether  this  was  the  defign  of  government  or  not^ 
it  was  certainly  the  opinion  of  the  colonifts  concern- 
ing this  meafure.  In  an  ordinary  courfe  of  affairs  it 
would  probably  have  been  over  looked,  but  in  fuch  a 
violent  coUifion  of  parties  it  was  the  mean  ofkindling 
a  mod  violent  flame  of  oppofition  and  refentment. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  agitation, 
when  the  laws  were  in  a  great  meafure  fufpended, 
and  men  left  to  purfue  the  dictates  of  their  paffions 
and  refentment,  that  everv  thing  would  proceed  in  an 
Vol.  I.  D  d  d  orderly 
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orderly  courfe,  confident  with  right  reafon  and  true 
juftice.  The  Gafpee,  an  armed  fchooner,  had  been  fta- 
tioned  at  Rhode-Ifland  to  prevent  fmuggling,  for  which 
that  place  had  been  remarkable  j  the  vigilance  of  the 
oiBcer  who  eommanded  the  vefTel  fo  enraged  the  peo- 
ple, that  they  boarded  her  at  midnight  to  the  amount 
of  two  hundred  armed  men,  and  after  wounding  the 
commaixler,  andforcfng  him  and  his  people  to  go  a- 
(hore,.  fet  fire  to  the  fchooner.  This  greatly  incenfed 
the  government,  and  a  reward  of  500L  together  with 
a  pardon  if  claimed  by  an  accomplice,  was  offered  for 
dilcovering  and  apprehending  any  of  the  perfons  con- 
cerned in  this  atrocious  a6l.  But  rio  effectual  dif- 
covery  was  made.  This  daring  a€t  of  feme  fmugglers 
was  by  the  courtiers,  imputed  to  the  whole  calony, 
though  fome  as  daring  adventures  have  been  perform- 
ed in  the  mother  country,  without  being  confidered 
as  the  ae5l  and  deed  of  a  whole  province.  It  has  been 
obferved  in  this  hiftory,that  many  of  the  captains  of 
vefTels,  that  were  lent  upon  this  office  of  preventing 
fmuggling,  were  often  ignorant  of  their  duty,  and  ex- 
ceedingly arbitrary  in  their  behaviour,  which  tended 
much  to  irritate  the  people,  and  to  ftir  them  up  to  ac- 
tions which,  in  ordinary  cafes,  were  far  from  their 
thoughts.  And  it  is  probable  ^hat  there  was  fome- 
thing  of  this  fort  that  gave  occafioa  to  this  outrage. 

Before  matters  came  to  fuch  a  crifis  as  they  did 
afterwards,  a  very  ftrange  and  extraordinary  accident 
happened,  which  revived  with  double  force  all  the  ill 
temper  and  animofity  that  bad  fubfifted  between  the 
government  and  the  people,  in  the  province  of  Maffa- 
chufett's-Bay.  This  was  a  difcovery  and  publication 
of  fome  confidental  letters,  which  had  been  written 
during  the  courfe  of  the  unhappy  difputes  with  the 
mother  country,  by  the  then  governor,  and  deputy 
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governor.,  to  the  miniftry  of  England.     Thefe  ktters 
contained  very  a  unfavourable  reprefentation  of  the 
ftate  of  affairs.,  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  views  of  the  leaders  in   that  province ; 
and  tended  to  fhew,  not  only  the  neceffity  of  the  moll 
coercive  meafures,  but  that  even  a  very  confiderable 
change  of  the  conftitution,  and  fyftem  of  government 
was  necclfary,  to  inforce  the  obedience  of  the  colony. 
Thefe  letters  had  been  fent  by  Governor  Hutchinfon 
privately  and  in  confidence}   but  the  people  of  the  co-  " 
lony  infifted,  that  they  were  evidently  intended  to  in- 
fluence government,  and  ought  therefore  to  ])e  fhown 
to  fuch  perfons  as  had  an  intereft  in  preferving  their 
privileges.     Upon  the  death  of  a  gentleman,  in  whofe 
pofleffion  thefe  letters  happened   to  be  lodged,  they, 
by  fome  means  which  are  not  yet  known,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  agent  to  the  colony   of  MaffachufectV 
Bay,  who  immediately  transferred  them  to  the  nffcm- 
bly  of  that  province,  which  was  then  fitting  at  Bof- 
ton. 

The  indignation  and  rage  which  thofe  letters  ex- 
cited on  the  one  fide,  and  the  confufion  on  the  other, 
neither  need,  nor  can  admit  of  defcription.  The  peo- 
ple found  themfelves  mifreprefented  and  betrayed,  by 
one  whom  they  imagined  bound  in  duty  to  fupport 
their  intereft,  and  perceived  that  the  late  meafures  of 
government  had  proceeded  from  falfe  information, 
that  had  been  given  by  their  governor,  and  lieutenant 
governor. 

In  the  frenzy  of  rage  and  refentment  which  thefe 
letters  occafioned,  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  paffed 
many  violent  refolutions.  The  letters  were  prcfented 
to  the  council,  under  the  ftri6left  injundlions  from  the 
reprefentatives,  that  the  perfons  who  were  to  Ihew 
them,  Ihould  not  by  any  means  fuffer  them,  even  for 
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a  moment,  put  of  their  own  immediate  hands.  This 
affront  to  the  governor  was  adopted  by  the  council  j 
and  upon  his  requiring  to  examine  the  letters  that 
were  attributed  to  him,  thereby  to  acknowledge  them 
if  they  \yere  genuine,  or  difapprove  them  if  they  were 
fpurious,  that  board,  under  the  pretence  of  this  re- 
itriftion,  refufed  to  deliver  them  into  his  hands,  but 
icnt  a  committee  to  open  them  before  him,  that  he 
plight  examine  the  hand  writing.  To  this  indignity 
.  he  was  obliged  to  fubmit,  as  well  as  to  the  mortifica- 
tion of  acknowledging  the  fignature  that  was  affixed 
to  them. 

The  colony  of  Maflachufetts-Bay  was  fufficiently 
irritated  before,  and  needed  no  new  fuel  to  encreafe 
the  flame  of  their  refentment.- — Thefe  letters  pufhed 
them  on  to  meafures  of  the  moft  fpirited  nature  j  the 
houfe  of  aflfembly  pafled  a  petition  and  remonltrance 
to  his  Majefty,  in  which  they  charged  the  governor, 
and  lieutenant-governor,  with  being  betrayers  of 
their  trulls,  and  of  the  people  they  governed  j  of 
giving  private,  partial,  and  falfe  information  j  de- 
clared them,  enemies  to  the  colony,  and  prayed  for 
juftice  againft  them,  and  for  their  fpeedy  removal 
from  their  places.  Such  was  the  difcontent,  and  fq 
weak  were  the  powers  of  government  in  that  aflfem- 
bly, that  thofe  charges  with  many  others,  were  carried 
by  a  majority  of  82  to  12. 

The  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  fliips  with  the  exe- 
crated tea  approaching,  when  the  new  plan  of  taxa- 
tion was  to.  have  been  put  in  execution,  the  people 
aflembled  in  different  parts  in  great  bodies,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  take  fuch  meafures  as  feemed  mofl:  eff'cclual 
to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  cargoes.  The  con- 
iignes,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  Eafl:-India 
company  to   receive   the  tea,  were  obliged  in  mofl: 
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places  to  give  up  their  appointment  and  to  enter  in- 
to public  engagements  not  to  aft  in  that  capacity. 
Committees  were  appointed  by  the  people  in  different 
towns  and  provinces,  whom  they  inverted  with  fuch 
powers  as .  they  fuppofed  themfelves  authorized  to 
give.  They  were  impowered  to  infpedt  the  books  of 
merchants,  to  propofe  tefts,  to  punilh  thofc  they  con- 
dered  to  be  contumacious,  by  the  dangerous  pre- 
icription  of  declaring  them  enemies  to  their  country, 
and  to  aflembie  the  people  when  they  thought  it  ne- 
cefTary.  Their  power  was,  in  one  word,  as  indefinite 
us  the  authority  under  which  they  afted.  The  aflem- 
blies  which  were  held  on  thefe  occafions,  were  fre- 
quently violent  and  hafty  in  their  refolutions  3  their 
pafTions  were  warm,  and  they  did  not  wait  long  to  de- 
liberate what  they  were  to  do.  The  greatell  part  of 
their  refolutions  were  exceedingly  derogatory  to  the 
fupreme  legiflaturej  government  had  now  loft  their 
tiffedlion,  and  they  paid  the  governors  no  honour  nor 
regard.  This  will  always  be  the  cafe  when  rulers 
themfelves  tranfgrefs  the  lav/s,  by  fubftituting  power 
in  the  place  of  juftice,  without  regarding  the  natural 
and  fundamental  ftatutes  of  the  compact  between 
the  governors,  and  the  governed.  When  the  people, 
by  the  tyranny  and  mifmanagement  of  governors, 
;ire  driven  back  to  a  ftate  of  nature,  rulers  muft  ex- 
pert that  they  will  ufe  their  natural  powers,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  beft  fuits  their  inclination  or  advantage. 
The  fame  reafon  that  makes  princes  keep  ftanding 
armies  in  the  time  of  peace,  makes  the  people  ufe 
their  natural  powers  on  particular  occafions.  Both 
are  intended  for  the  fupport  of  rights  which  each 
party  lays  claim  to,  and  which  they  confider  it  juft 
CO  maintain. 

The 
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The  colonics  were  at  this  time  greatly  inflamed,  as 
they  had  been  for  fome  time  palt,    not  only  by  the 
treatment  of  government,  but  by  inflamatory  writings, 
which  were  publifhed  by  feme  zealous  perfons  in  the 
oppoficion.     From  the   time  that  the  riot  happened 
at  Rhode-Ifland,  till  the  pafllng  of  the  Bolton  Port- 
bill,  almoft  all  things  tended  to  bring  matters  to  a 
^rifis.     Th€  public  news-papers  were  made  vehicles 
of  conveyance,    to   tranimic  to  different  parties  the 
ientiments  of  thofe  on  their  fide,  and  were  frequently 
filled  with  as  much  rancour  as  ai'gument.      In  the 
peaceful  colony  of  Philadelphia,  long  celebrated  for  the 
excellency  of  its  police,  and  the  temperate  and  pla- 
cid manners  of  its  inhabitants,  printed  papers  were 
difperfed,  warning  the  pilots  on  the  Delaware  not  to 
condud  any  of  the  tea  ihips  that  were  expeded  into 
the  harbour,  which  were  only  fent  out  for  the  pur- 
pofc  of  enflaving  and  poifoning  all  America  j   at  the 
fame  time,  giving  them  plainly  to  underftand  it  was 
expefted,  that  they  would  apply  their  knowledge  of 
the  river,  under  the  colour  of  their  profefllon,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  would  eflfedually  fecure  their  country 
from  the  danger  with  which  it  was  threatened.     A 
fimilar  publication  made  its  appearance  at  New- York, 
wherein   the   tea  fhips   were  reprefented  as   loaded 
with  fetters,  forged  in  Britain,  to  bind  the  colonifts 
in  flavery  ;  and  vengeance  was  denounced  againft  all 
perfons  who  Ihould  dare,  in  any  manner,  to  introduce 
thofe  chains.      All   the  colonies  feemed  inftantlv  to 
have  united  in  this  point. 

The  town  of  Bofton,  which  had  been  fo  long  ob- 
noxious to  government,  was  the  fcene  of  the  firft 
outrage.  What  rendered  the  people  of  that  town 
more  violent  in  oppofition  to  landing  the  tea,  it  was 
configned  po  a  fon  of  Governor  Hutchinfon,  whofe 
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letters  had  mifreprefented  them,  and  enraged  the  go- 
vernment againft  them.  They  perceisred  a  monopoly 
formed  in  favour  of  very  obnoxious  perfons,  and  with 
a  defign  of  confirming  a  mofl:  odious  tax.  When  three 
ihips  laden  with  tea  arrived  in  that  port,  the  mafters 
were  frightened  into  a  conceflion,  that  if  the  perfons 
to  whom  the  tea  was  configned,  the  board  of  cuftoms, 
and  the  Fort  of  Caftle  William,  would  permit,  they 
would  return  with  their  cargoes  to  England.  But 
they  could  not  fulfil  their  promife,  for  the  confignees 
refufed  to  dilcharge  the  captains  from  the  obligations 
under  which  they  were  chartered  for  the  delivery  of 
their  cargoes ;  the  euftom-houfe  refufed  them  a 
clearance,  and  the  governor  to  grant  them  3  paiT- 
port  for  clearing  the  fort.  The  people  of  tlic 
town  eafily  perceived,  that  as  the  lliips  lay  fo  near,  ic 
would  be  impofTible  to  hinder  the  tea  from  being 
landed  by  degrees,  notwithftanding  any  guard  they 
could  keep,  or  meafures  they  could  take  to  prevent 
it;  and  they  underftood,  that  if  once  it  was  landed, 
nothing  could  prevent  its  being  difpofed  of,  and  there- 
by the  purpofe  of  eftablifhing  a  monopo-ly,  and  raifing 
a  revenue  would  be  accomplished.  To  prevent  this 
confequence>  which  the  people  confidered  as  the  moft 
dangerous  a  number  of  armed  men,  under  the  dif<- 
guife  of  Mohawk  Indians,  boarded  the  ihips,  and  in  a 
fhort  time,  difcharged  their  cargoes  of  tea  into  the 
fea,  without  domg  any  other  damage,  or  offering  any 
injury  to  the  captains  or  their  crews.  It  appears 
fomewhat  ftrange,  that  the  government  civil  and  mili- 
tary, the  Fort  of  CaiUe  William,  and  armed  fhips  in 
the  harbour,  were  totally  inactive  on  this  occafion. 
Some  fmaller  quantities  of  tea  were  thrown  into  the 
fea  at  Bofton  and  Carolina  ;  but  in  general  the  com- 
miflloners  for  the  fale  of  tiia^t  commodityj  were  obli- 
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ged  to  give  up  their  employment,  and  none  durft 
receive  the  cargoes  that  were  configned  to  them. 
The  mafters  of  veffels,  from  thefe  circumflanceSj  as 
well  from  the  knowledge  of  their  danger,  and  the  de- 
termined refolution  of  the  people,  readily  complied 
with  the  terms  that  were  prefcribed,  of  return- 
inc;  to  England,  without  entangling  themfelves 
widi  an  entry  at  the  ciiftom-houfes.  There  was 
fome  t^a  landed  at  New- York,  under  the  cannon  of 
a  man  of  war ;  but  the  government  wete  obliged  to 
confent  to  its  being  locked  up  from  ufe,  and  the  con- 
fio-nces  durft  not  expofe  it  to  fale.  Such  was  the  if- 
fuc  of  this  tea  fcheme,  which  was  foolifli  in  its  con- 
trivance, and  unfuccefsful  in  its  execution  -,  a  fcheme 
which  no  wife  man  would  have  begun,  and  no  good 
man  would  have  chofen  to  execute.  Ages  to  come 
will  look  upon  the  hiftory  of  this  tranfaftion  in  the 
light  of  fable,  and  will  fcarcely  be  able  to  believe^ 
that  in  an  age  renowned  for  knowledge  in  arts  and 
policy,  fuch  inftances  of  folly  and  madnefs  could  have 
exifted.  The  deftroying  of  this  tea  was  undoubtedly 
an  unwarrantable  adl  of  outrage,  for  which  the  aftors 
are  much  to  be  blamed,  and  deferved  to  have  been 
puniihed  ;  but  it  is  fcarcely  chargeable  with  as  much 
folly  as  the  acl  which  appointed  the  tea  to  be  fent  to 
Bofton,  and  the  other  parts  of  America.  It  is  plain, 
that  it  could  neither  bring  a  revenue  to  the  govern- 
ment, nor  ready  money  to  the  proprietors ;  and  feems 
only  to  have  been  lent  to  provoke  the  outrage  which 
happened,  that  government  might  have  fome  plaufible 
reafon  for  falling  out  with  the  colonies,  and  for  fend- 
ing an  armed  force  to  curb  the  fpirit  of  liberty  which, 
prevailed  among  them.  In  times  of  corruption,  when 
bad  men  are  in  poflcflion  of  power,  it  almoft  always 
happens  that  a  fpirit.  of  freedom  is  an  eye-fore  to 
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rulers,  which  they  interpret  into  the  fignification  of 
faftion,  and  in  procefs  of  time,  work  up  into  the  form 
of  rebellion,  that  they  may  have  fome  handle  to  pro- 
ceed againft  it,  arid  if  poffible,  to  crulh  what  they  fo 
heartily  abhor.  But  in  the  hiflory  of  nations  it  does 
not  once  appear  that  ever  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  attend- 
ed with  virtue,  was  fubdued  or  overcome.  Licentiouf- 
nefs  will  always  end  in  ruin,  and  will  never  fail  to 
bring  nations  to  deilruflion  j  but  while  righteoufnefs  , 
prevails,  it  will  be  impoffible  to  rilin  them,  for  there- 
by they  will  be  exalted.  It  would  be  of  fervice  to 
politicians  to  confidet  attentively  the  progrefs  of  fo- 
ciety,  and  the  means  by  which  empires  have  rifen  and 
fallert  J  it  would  help  them  to  form  their  fchemes  v/ith 
more  difcretionj  and  prevent  them  falling  into  dange- 
rous extremes. 

When  the  parliament  aiTembled  upon  the  13th  of 
January,  it  was  expected  that  fome  notice  would  have 
been  taken  of  the  difturbances  in  America,  but  con- 
cerning that  fubjed  there  was  a  perfe6t  filence.  No- 
thing was  done  in  parliament  with  regard  to  Ameri- 
can affairs  till  the  7  th  of  March,  when  difpatches  ar- 
rived with  an  account  of  deftroying  the  tea;  at  Boilon. 
This  information  arrived  a  few  days  after  the  queftion 
on  the  Grenville  bill  was  carried.  The  minifter  be- 
ing defeated  in  that  queftion,  felt  his  fpirits  in  allate 
of  agitation,  which  were  far  from  being  foothed  by 
the  news  from  Bofton.  This  difao-reeable  intellisience 
occafioned  a  mejETage  from  the  throne  to  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  wherein  appeared  the  greateft  anxiety, 
and  tiie  warmefl:  zeal.  This  mefllige  fet  forth,  thac 
unwarrantable  pra£lices  were  carried  on  in  North- 
America,  and  that  violent  proceedings  had  lately  been 
purfued  at  the  town  and  port  of  Bofton,  with  a  view 
of  obftructing  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  upon 
Vol.  I.  E  e  e  grounds 
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grounds  and  pretences  immediately  fubverfive  of  its 
conftitution.  It  was  alfo  fignified  that  his  majefty  con- 
fided in  his  parliament  for  the  fupport  of  his  autho- 
rity, and  trufted  in  their  attachment  to  the  common 
intereft  and  welfare  of  his  dominions,  and  that  they 
would  not  only  enable  him  eflFeftually  to  take  fuch 
meafures  as  might  be  moll  likely  to  put  an  immediate 
flop  to  thefe  diforders,  but  alfo  take  into  their  con- 
fideration  what  further  regulations,  and  permament 
provifions,  fhould  be  neceffary  for  the  better  fecuring 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  jufb  dependence 
of  the  colonies  upon  the  crown  and  parliament  of 
Great  Britain. 

This  meflage  was  attended  with  a  great  number  of 
papers  relating  to  the   tranfaftions  in   the  colonies, 
containing  copies  of  extra6l's  from  the  feveral  gover- 
nors;    the  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces;    from 
the  admiral  in  Bofton  harbour ;   from  the  perfons  to 
whom  the  tea  had   been  confip;ned  ;  to  one  of  the 
ringleaders  of  the  faftion  in  Bofton,  with  the  votes 
and  refolves  of  the  town  previous  to  the  landing  of 
the  tea,  and  narratives  of  the  tranfadions  which  fol- 
lowed that  event  j   a  petition   from  the  confignees  to 
the  council  of  Maflfachuffett's-Bay,  praying  that  their 
perfons  and  property  might  be  taken  under  the  pro- 
teftion  of  government,  with  the  refufal  of  the  coun- 
cil to  interfere  in  any  manner  of  bufinefs ;  a  procla- 
mation iffued  by  the  governor  to  forbid  faftious  aflem- 
blies  of  the  meetings  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  the  tranf- 
aclions  of  the  Maflachufett's  council,  condemning  the 
meafures  of  deftroying  the  tea,  and  advifmg  legal  pro- 
fe.cutions    againft   the   perpetrators,    none   of  whom 
were  known,  nor  were  there  any  poflibility  of  their 
difcovery.     Thefe  papers  alfo  contained  details  from 
the  different  governors,   of  all   the  tranfadions  rela- 
tive 
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tive  to  the  tea,  which  took  place  in  their  refpeftive 
governments,  from  the  firft  incelligence  of  their  being 
fhipped  in  England,  to  the  date  of  their  letters  ;  as 
alfo  the  threatenings,  and  prophetical  informations, 
which  had  been  often  fenc  to  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
the  tea  was  configned ;  copies  of  printed  papers,  in- 
flammatory hand  bills,  alarms,  illegal  proceedings  of 
committees,  and  extraordinary  minutes  of  council, 
had  all  been  tranfported  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  to  the 
government  in  England,  and  were  now  laid  before 
the  parliament.  In  thefe  papers  the  uniformity  of 
ftile,  language,  and  fentiment,  fully  difcovered  that 
the  colonifts  were  generally  of  the  fame  opinion,  and 
that  not  only  the  Maffachufett's  Bay,  but  all  An;ierica 
were  offended  at  the  proceedings  of  the  miniftry. 

When  thefe  papers  were  laid  before  the  houfe, 
they  were  aggravated  by  minifterial  comments,  which 
fet  them  forth  in  the  moll  attrocious  and  criminal 
point  of  view,  particularly  thofe  which  related  to  the 
tranfaftions  of  Bofton.  In  thefe  the  condud  of  the 
governor  was  reprefented  in  the  moft  favourable 
and  fhining  point  of  light ;  to  which  was  contrafled, 
the  vicious,  fadious,  and  rebellious  behaviour  and 
difpofition  of  the  colonies.  In  behalf  of  the  gover- 
nor, it  was  faid,  that  he  had  taken  every  meafure 
which  prudence  could  fugged,  or  good  policy  juftify 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  property  of  the  Eaft-India  com- 
pany, the  fafety  of  the  confignees,  and  the  prcferving 
of  order  and  quiet  in  the  town.  Every  civil  precau- 
tion, to  prevent  the  mifchiefs  that  followed,  had  been 
ufcd  in  vain.  His  majefty's  council,  the  militia,  and 
the  corps  of  cadets,  had  all  been  feperately  applied 
to  for  their  aflfiftance  in  the  prefervation  of  the  pub- 
lic peace,  and  the  fupport  of  the  laws,  but  ail  without 
effed  i  they  refufed  or  declined  doing  their  duty.    The 
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fheriff  read  a  declaration  to  the  facftion  of  that  town, 
at  their  town  meeting  by  which  they  were  command- 
ed to  break  up  their  illegal  aiTembly ;  but  the  procla- 
mation was  treated  witli  the  greateft  contempt,  and 
the  fherifF  infulted  in  the  grofleft  manner. 

That  he  had  it  undoubtedly  in  his  power,  by  calling 
in  the  afllftance  of  the  naval  force  which  was  in  the 
harbour,  to  have  prevented  the  deftruftlon  of  the  tea  j 
but  as  the  leading  men  in  Bofton  had  always  made 
great  complaints  of  the  interruption  of  the  army  and 
navy,  and  charged  all  difturbances  of  every  fort  to 
their  account,  he,  with  great  prudenc^  and  temper- 
ance, determined  from  the  beginning  to  decline  a 
meafure  which  would  be  fo  irritating  to  the  minds  of 
the  people;  and  might  well  have  hoped,  from  this 
confidence  in  their  conduct,  and  truft  repofed  in  the 
civil  power,  that  he  fhould  have  calmed  their  turbu- 
lence and  preferved  the  public  tranquility.  Thus, 
faid  the  miniftry,  the  people  of  Bofton  were  fairly 
tried.  They  were  left  to  their  own  conducfb,  and  the 
exercife  of  their  own  judgment,  and  the  refult  has 
given  the  lie  to  all  their  former  profefllons.  They 
are  now,  fay  they,  without  an  excufe  j  and  all  the 
powers  of  government  in  that  province,  are  found  in- 
liifficient  to  prevent  the  moft  violent  outrages.  The 
loyal  and  peaceable  people  of  a  mercantile  town,  as 
they  afFeft  to  be  peculiarly  confidered,  have  given  a 
notable  proof  to  the  world  of  their  jullice,  modera- 
tion, loyalty,  and  affeftion  for  the  mother  country, 
by  wantonly  committing  to  the  waves  a  valuable  com- 
modity, the  property  of  another  loyal  mercantile  body 
of  fubjefts  J  without  the  pretence  of  necefiity,  even 
fuppofing  that  their  oppofition  to  the  payment  of  the 
duties  could  juilify  fuch  a  plea;  as  they  had  nothing 
to  do,  but  to  adhere  to  their  ov/n'refolution  of  non- 
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confumption,  efFeftually  to  evade  the  revenue  laws. 
It  was  concluded  upon  the  whole,  that  by  an  impar- 
tial view  of  the  papers  now  before  them,  it  would  ma- 
nifcftly  appear,  that  nothing  could  be  done  by  either 
civil,  military,  or  naval  officers,  to  effefluate  the  re- 
eftablilhment  of  tranquility  and  order  in  that  province, 
without  addition  of  parliamentary  powers,  to  give 
efficacy  to  their  proceedings.  That  no  perfon  em- 
ployed by  government  could,  in  an  aft,  however  com- 
mon or  legal,  fulfil  the  duties  of  his  office  or  ftation, 
without  being  exclaimed  againfl  by  the  licentious,  as  ' 
an  infringement  of  their  liberties.  That  it  was  the 
fettled  opinion  of  fome  of  the  wifeft  men  both  in 
England  and  America,  and  thofe  the  beft  acquainted 
with  the  affairs  of  the  colonies,  that  in  their  prefent 
ftate  of  government,  no  meafures  whatfoevcr  could 
be  purfued,  that  could,  in  any  degree,  remedy  thofe 
glaring  evils  which  are  every  day  growing  to  a  more 
enormous  and  dangerous  height.  That  parliament, 
ftnd  parliament  only,  was  capable  of  re-ellablifhing 
tranquility  among  thofe  turbulent  people,  and  of 
bringing  order  out  of  confufion.  And  that  it  was 
therefore  incumbent  on  every  member  to  weigh  and 
confider  with  an  attention  fuitable  to  the  importance 
of  the  fubjeft,  the  purport  of  the  papers  before  them, 
and  totally  lay  all  prejudices  afide,  to  form  his  opinion 
upon  the  meafures  moft  eligible  to  be  purfued,  for 
fupporting  the  fupreme  legiflative  authority  of  parlia- 
ment, and  the  great  interefts  of  the  Britifh  empire. 
This  is  the  fubftance  of  what  was  urged  by  the  mi- 
niftry,  when  they  prefented  the  papers.  The  grand 
objefl  which  the  miniftry  had  in  view,  and  which  they 
coloured  with  the  name  of  the  fupremacy  of  parlia- 
ment, was  the  fupremacy  and  dominion  of  themfelves, 
which  they  wanted  to  eftablifh  on  the  authority  of 
parliament.  They  could  not  help  knowing,  that  if  the 
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colonifts  were  fubje<5ls  of  the  Britifh  empire,  that  they 
were  to  be  governed  by  the  fundamental  ftatutes  of 
the  conftitution ;  and  that  no  new  forms  of  govern- 
ment, or  modes  of  taxation,  could  be  admitted  in 
any  part  of  the  Britifh  empire,  contrary  to  the  fun- 
damental lavv's,  without  difiblving  the  ancient  frame 
of  government,  and  bringing  the  people  again  to 
a  ftate  of  nature.  The  fupremacy  of  ^the  parliament 
of  Britain  could  only  hgdly  and  reajonahly  extend 
as  far  as  thofc  places  where  its  members  reprefented, 
or  to  fubjecls  that  had  been  fettled  by  agreement  to 
be  referred  to  their  jurifdiftion.  To  proceed  far- 
ther was  to  eilablifh  in  parliament  a  defpotifm  over 
one  part  of  the  empire,  v/hich  is  not  permitted  in 
other  parts,  which  few  people  will  think  reafonable 
when  applied  to  themfelves. 

The  party  in  parliam.ent  which  had  flrong  prefum- 
tions  that  the  dilbrders  in  the  colonies  proceeded  as 
much  from  the  mifmanagement  of  government,  as 
from  the  turbulent  temper  of  the  colonies,  propofed 
an  examination  of  the  meafures  that  had  been  purlued 
for  fome  time  paft,  and  that  the  condud  of  the  feveral 
governors,  and  the  orders  that  had  been  fent  to  them 
from  the  miniftry,  fliould  be  examined.  This  was  a 
very  fair  and  reafonable  propofal,  which  honed  men 
could  not  decently  refufe.  But  the  miniftry  ftrong- 
ly  oppofed  all  retrofpeft  views  of  their  paft  conduft, 
alledging  that  it  only  tended  to  inflame  the  ininds 
of  the  people,  and  would  exafperate  them  more 
againft  government.  The  bufinefs  they  faid  was  ur- 
gent and  important,  and  required  a  fpeedy  difculTion; 
and  that  in  the  enquiry,  fome  great  and  important 
points  would  come  under  their  confideration.  Par- 
ticularly, is  America  any  longer  to  be  dependent  on 
this  country?  Hov/ far  is  it  to  be  connedl:ed  ?  In 
what  degree?    It  might  be  a  great  queftion.  Whether 
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the  colonies  fliould  not  be  given  up  ?  But  if  this 
queftion  is  decided  in  the  negative,  then  it  would  be 
necelTary  to  examine  in  what  manner  their  fubordi- 
nation  Ihould  be  preferved,  and  the  authority  of  this 
country  inforced?  Thefe  points  required  the  mofl 
ferious  inveftigation,  in  which  the  retrofpeft  recom- 
mended would  be  unneceflary,  and  perhaps  danger- 
ous, as  encouraging  thofe  v/hom  it  was  the  bufinefs 
of  parliament,  by  every  means,  to  reduce  to  obedi- 
ence. This  method  of  reafoning  was  fophiftical  and 
deluforyj  for  it  fuggefted  that  there  were  no  other 
miethods  of  conciliating  the  affeftions  of  the  colonies, 
and  fecuring  their  dependence  on  the  mother  country, 
except  thofe  that  v/ere  calculated  to  fupport  the 
dominion  of  the  miniftry,  and  fecure  them  and  their 
friends  in  their  places  and  penlions.  Inftead  of  any  of 
thofe  queitions  which  have  been  mentioned,  it  might 
perhaps  have  been  much  better  for  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  nation,  and  the  fupreme  legiflature, 
never  to  have  called  their  authority  in  queftion,  but 
to  have  proceeded  to  reverfe  the  laws  complained  of^ 
and  to  rectify  thofe  falfe  fteps  of  government  which 
had  occafioned  the  prefent  difcontents.  It  has  almoft 
been  the  cafe  in  all  ages,  with  all  empires  and  govern- 
ments, that  have  as  yet  exifted,  that  their  power  and 
authority  were  never  called  in  queftion,  till  they  began 
to  ftretch  them  beyond  their  juft  bounds ;  and  then  by 
making  nev/ftatutestoinforce  the  power,  they  fiiggeft- 
ed  reafons  of  doubt  whether  they  v.'ere  poffeffed  of 
any  fuch  authority.  It  is  highly  probable,  that  had 
the  miniftry  purfued  the  advice  given  them  by  the 
minority,  and  made  fuch  a  reformation  as  the  nature 
of  the  fubjedl  required,  that  we  ftiould  not  have  heard 
of  the  independency  of  America  for  a  century  to 
come. 

Many  plaufible,  but  felfifh  arguments,  were  ufed  by 

the 
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the  miniilry  to  incenfe  the  nation  againfl  the  colonifts, 
but  the  ftrongeft:,  and  which  had  moft  effeft,  was,  that 
our  trade  to  America  would  ceafe  to  exift,  if  the  fla- 
arant  outrage  at  Bofton  fhould  pafs  unpunilhed.     By 
llrong  reprefentations  of  this  evil,  the  people  began 
to  be  inflamed  againft  the  colonifts,  and  in  the  time 
of  this  artificial  fermentation,  the  miniilry  pufhed  on 
their  fchcmes  of  coercion  and  violence  with  the  great- 
eft  rapidity.  They  knew  the  minority  would  not  choofe 
to  rcfift  in  exprefs  terms,  what  was  fo  pofitively  affirm- 
ed to  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  nation,  or  if  they 
did,  they  would  foon  lofe  all  their  popularity ;    they 
therefore  made  the  bell  of  this  opportunity  to  carry 
their  points  in  the  houfe  of  commons.     By   carrying 
the  vote  of  addrefs  to  the  king,  giving  him  thanks  for 
the  communication  of  the  papers  that  had  been  laid 
before  the  houfe,  the  miniftry  gained  a  great  advan- 
tage j  for  they  found  by  the  difpofition  of  the  houfe, 
which  was  ftrongly  againft  taking  any  retrofpcd  view 
of  things  paft,  that  they  would  confine  themfelves  to 
the  mere  behaviour  of  the  Americans.     The  violence 
of  the  colonifts  was  manifeft  and  indifputable,    and 
while    no  other  reafons  were  produced  except  what 
appeared  in  the  face  of  their  aftions,  it  was  the  moft 
likely  thing  in  the  world,  that  any  propofition  againft 
them  would  be  carried.  It  was  fortunate  for  the  mini- 
ftry that  no  part  of  the  weaknefs  and  diforderly  ftate 
of  fo  many  governments,  was  laid  before   the  houfe, 
for  in  this  cafe  they  were  likely  to  get  clear  of  feveral 
years  mifmanagement,  which  v/ould  have  been  a  clog 
to  all  their  motions,  and  muft  certainly  have  iffued  in 
their  difgrace. 

It  appeared  mianifeft  that  the  ftorm  that  was 
gathering  againft  the  colonies,  would  fall  firft  upon 
that  of  Mallachufett's-Bay.  This  made  the  agent 
for  that  colony  prefent  a  petition  to  the  houfe,  by  way 

of 
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of  precaution,  defiring  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
lay  before  them  the  a§fa  regia  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  her  fucceflbrs,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  planters  and 
their  defendants,  and  the  perpetual  enjoyment  of 
their  liberties.  Thefe  proofs  he  alledged  had  never 
been  laid  before  the  houfe,  nor  had  the  colonies  ever 
had  an  opportunity  to  afcertain  and  defend  them. 
This  petition  was  received  without  much  oppofltionj 
and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  minifter^  after  having  moved  that  the  king's 
meflage  of  the  7  th  of  March  lliould  be  read,  opened 
his  plan  for  the  refloring  of  peace,  order,  juftice,  and 
commerce,  in  the  province  of  MafTachufett's-Bay.  He 
ftated  that  the  oppofition  to  the  authority  of  parlia- 
ment had  always  originated  in  that  colony  j  and  that 
colony  had  been  always  infligated  by  the  irregular 
and  feditious  proceedings  of  the  town  of  Bollon. 
That,  therefore,  for  the  purpofe  of  a  thorough  refor- 
mation, it  became  necefTary  to  begin  with  that  town, 
which,  by  a  late  unparalled  outrage,  had  led  the 
way  to  the  deftruftion  of  comjmerce  in  all  parts  of 
America.  That  if  a  fevere  and  exemplary  punifhment 
was  not  inflicted  on  this  heinous  ad:,  Great-Britain 
would  be  wanting  in  the  protection  fhe  owed  to  her 
moft  peaceful  and  meritorious  fubjedls.  That,  had 
fuch  an  infult  been  offered  to  Briiifh  property  in  a 
foreign  port,  the  nation  would  have  been  called  upon 
to  demand  fatisfaction.  He  would  therefore  propofe 
that  the  town  of  Bollon  fhould  be  obliged  to  pay  for 
the  tea  which  had  been  deftroyed  in  their  port.  That 
the  injury  was  indeed  done  by  perfons  unknov/n  and 
in  difguife,  but  that  the  town  magiftracy  -had  taken 
no  notice  of  it,  had  never  made  any  fearch  for  the 
offenders,  and  therefore,  by  a  manifeft  negled:  of  a 
)cnown  duty,  became  accomplices  in  the  guilt.  That 
Vol.L       '  Fff  the 
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thefining  of  communities  for  their  negleftof  punilhing 
offences  committed  within  their  limits,  was  juftified 
by  feveral  examples.  Thefe  examples  were  one  in  the 
eafe  of  London,  one  in  the  cafe  of  Edinburgh,  and  ano- 
ther in  the  cafe  of  Glafgow,  with  regard  to  Dr  Lamb, 
Captain  Porteus,.  and  Mr.  Campbell.  Thefe  examples 
were  fa,id  to- be  llrong,  and  in  point  for  fuch  punilh- 
ments.  It  was  not  a  fingle  acl  of  violence.  It  was  a 
leries  of  fcditious  practices  of  every  kind,  and  carried 
on  for  feveral  years.  He  was  of  opinion,  therefore, 
that  it  would  not  be  fufficient  to  punilh  the  town  of 
Bofton,  by  obliging  her  to  make  a  pecuniary  fatisfac- 
tion  for  the  injury,  which,  by  not  endeavouring  to  pre- 
vent andpunifli,  fhe  had  in  faft  encouraged  ;  fecurity 
muft  be  given  in  future,  that  trade  maybe  fafely  carried 
en,  properly  protefted,  laws  obeyed,  and  duties  regu- 
larly paid  i  otherwife  the  punifhment  of  a  fmgle  ille- 
gal aft  is  no  reformation.  It  would,  he  faid,  be  pro- 
per to  take  away  from  Bofton  the  privilege  of  a  port, 
until  his  majefty  fliould  be  fatisfied  in  thefe  particu- 
lars, and  publicly  declare  in  council,  on  a  proper  cer- 
tificate of  the  good  behaviour  of  the  town,  that  he 
was  fatisfied.  Until  this  fliould  happen,  the  cuftom- 
houfe  officers,  who  were  not  now  fafe  in  Bofton,  or 
fafe  no  longer  than  when  they  neglefted  their  duty,, 
fhould  be  removed  to  Salem,  where  they  might  exer- 
cifc  their  functions.  By  this  Bofton  would  certainly 
fufFer.  But  fhe  ought  to  fufFer,  and  by  this  refolution 
would  fufFer  lef^  punifhment  than  her  delinquents- 
fuily  juftified.  For  fliewas  not  wholly  fecluded  from 
all  fupply.  She  was,  by  this  propofition,  only  to 
be  virtually  removed  fevcnteen  miles  from  the  fea. 
The  duration  of  her  punifliment  was  entirely  in  her 
own  power.  For  when  ftie  fhould  difcharge  this  debt 
to  the  Eaft-India  company,  which  had  been  con- 
traded 
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trafled  by  her  own  violence,  and  had  given  full  affu- 
rances  of  obedience  in  future  to  the  laws  of  trade  and 
revenue;  there  was  no  doubt  but  that  his  majefty,  to 
whom  he  propofed  to  leave  that  power,  would  again 
open  the  port,  and  exercife  that  mercy  which  was  a- 
greeable  to  his  difpofition.  He  ftrongly  recommend- 
ed unanimity,  and  faid  that  this  was  a  crifis  that  de- 
manded vigour.  He  was  by  no  means  an  enemy  to 
lenient  meafures.  Refolutions  of  warning  and  cenfure 
will  awail  nothing;  now  is  the  time  to  ftand  out  and 
defy  them ;  to  defy  them  with  firmnefs  and  without 
fear.  A  convidiion  mufl:  be  produced  to  America 
that  we  are  in  eai'neft,  and  will  proceed  with  firmneis 
and  vigour.  This  convi^lion  would  be  loft  if  they 
found  us'  doubting  and  hefitating.  Some  friends  to 
Britifh  authority  may  fufFer  a  little,  but  W  with  this 
temporary  inconveniency  we  compare  the  lofs  of  the 
-country,  and  its  due  obedience,  it  will  bear  no  com- 
parifon.  It  is  faid  the  Americans  will  not  pay  their 
debts;  this  they  threatened  before  the  repeal  of  the 
ilamp  acl.  The  a6l  was  repealed.  What  was  the 
confequence  ?  They  did  not  pay.  This  threatening, 
if  attended  to,  mufl  difable  parliament  equally  in  all 
her  operations.  This  adl  will  not  require  a  military 
power  to  enforce  it;  four  or  five  frigates  will  be  fuf- 
ficient.  But  if  they  fhould  not  be  fufficient,  he  would 
not  fcruple  to  ufe  a  military  force,  which  might  afl  with 
efFed,  and  without  bloodfhed.  The  other  colonies 
will  not  take  fire  at  the  proper  punifliment  infli6led  on 
thofe'  vvho  have  difobeyed  the  laws.  They  will  leave 
them  to  fuffer  their  own  punifhments.  If  they  combine 
with  them,  the  confequence  of  their  rebellion  belong 
not  to  us,  but  to  them.  We  are  only  anfwerable  that 
our  meafures  be  juft  and  equitable.  Let  us  proceed, 
fays  he,  v/ith  firmnefs,  juftice,  and  refolution  ;  which 
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courfe,  if  purfued,  will  certainly  produce  that  due 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  this  country,  and  fecurity  of 
the  trade  of  this  people,  which  I  fo  earneftly  willi  for. 
Thefe  are  the  arguments  of  the  minifter  which  he  ufed 
to  fupport  his  motion  for  bringing  in  the  Bofton  Port- 
bill;  and  accordingly,  leave  was  given  for  bringing  it 
in. 

In  the  progrefs  of  this,  a  motion  was  made  for  an 
amendment,  for  the  purpofe  of  laying  a  fine  on  the 
town  of  Bodon,  equivalent  to  the  damage  fuflained 
by  the  Eaft-India  company.  If  they  refufed  to  pay 
this  fine,  that  the  other  penalties  mentioned  in  the 
bill,  might  be  inflided.  This  amendment  was  re- 
jefted,  and  this  bill  pregnant  with  fo  many  important 
confequences,  was  pufhed  on  with  fo  mucli  vigour 
and  difpatch,  that  it  did  not  remain  long  in  the  houfe. 
It  is  fbmething  furpizing  that  a  law  fo  full  of  direful 
confequences,  fliould  have  been  received  with  fo 
much  applaufe  and  approbation,  as  this  did  at  the  firft. 
"Without  enquiring  into  the  reafon  of  the  behaviour 
of  the  people  of  Bofton,  they  were  condemned  un- 
heard, and  disfranchifed  without  ever  having  their 
caufe  brought  before  thole  who  pretended  to  be  their 
judges.  The  equity  of  obliging  a  delinquent  and  re- 
fraftory  colony  to  make  fatisfaflion  for  the  diforders 
which  were  fuppofed  to  have  arifen  from  their  faftious 
temper,  and  negligent  police,  was  taken  for  granted  to 
be  a  neceflary  exertion  of  the  powers  of  government, 
and  many- things  exceptionable  in  the  h61  were,  on 
that  account,  overlooked.  But  when  thefe  proceed- 
ings of  parliament  are  accurately  confidered,  and  the 
fpeech  of  the  mini fter  ferioufly  analized,  they  will  ap- 
pear to  be.  pregnant  with  baneful  Influence  to  every 
fpecies  of  liberty.  The  fpeech  of  the  minifter  declares, 
that  he  took  for  granted  v/hat  neither  the  Britifli  con- 
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ftitution  nor  the  colonifts  admit  to  be  true,  namely, 
that  the  parliament  of  Britain  have  a  right  to  impofe 
taxes,  where  the  people  have  no  reprefentation;  and 
that  reliftance  to  foreign  laws  is  worthy  of  fevere 
punifhment. — That  the  parliament  of  Britain  has  a 
right  to  take  away  what  it  never  had  a  right  to  givej 
•namely,  aright  for  men  to  enjoy  the polTeflions  which 
they  had  purchafed  from  the  original  proprietors  of  a  ^ 
country  where  Britain  had  no  jurifdiflion.  The 
equity  and  juilice  which  the  fpeech  luperficially  men- 
tions, are  the  only  words  without  any  meaning,  unlefs 
that  juftice  varies  with  rhe  climate,  and  equity  changes 
with  the  longitude  and  latitude.  For  what  he  fo 
warmly  recommends  as  juft  and  equitable  in  Bofton, 
y/ould  be  accounted  lawlefs  tyranny  in  any  part  of 
Oreat-Britain. 

At  this  time  the  friends  of  the  colonies  in  parlia- 
ment were  divided  i  one  party  applauded  the  prefent 
meafures  as  lenient  and  gentle;  others  continued  to 
(land  upon  their  old  ground,  and  maintained  their 
conflant  principles.  In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  bill,  they  feem  to  have  been  truer 
prophets  than  the  minifter;  for  almoft  all  the  events 
which  they  foretold  have  nearly  come  to  pafs,  but  not 
one  word  of  his  prophecies  have  been  accomplifned. 
Oppofition  to  this  bill  encreafed,  during  the  time  of 
the  debates.  Mr.  Bolan,  agent  for  the  council  of 
MalTachufetts-Bay,  prefented  a  petition,  defiring  to 
be  heard  for  the  faid  council,  and  in  behalf  of  him- 
felf  and  others,  the  inhabitants  in  the  town  of  Boflon. 
The  houfe  refufed  to  hear  the  petition.  It  was  faid 
that  the  agent  of  the  council  was  not  agent  for  the  cor- 
poration, and  no  agent  could  be  received  from  a  cor- 
porate body,  except  he  were  appointed  by  all  the  ne- 
cefTary  conftituent  parts  of  that   body.     Befides  the 

council 
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council  was  iluftuating,  and  the  body  by  which  he 
was  appointed  could  not  be  then  exiiling.  This  vote 
rejeding  the  peticion  was  feverely  cenfured.  It  was 
■certainly  very  inconfiftent  to  receive  a  petition  from 
the  lame  perfon  a  few  days  before,  and  refufe  his  pe- 
tition at  this  time  for  want  of  a  qualification,  they  al- 
lowed him  then  to  be  polTeffed  of.  What  made  this 
rejeclion  of  the  petition  appear  more  extraordinary 
was,  that  at  that  very  time  the  houfe  of  peers  was  ac- 
tually hearing  Mr.  Bolan  at  their  bar  upon  his  petition, 
iis  a  perfon  duly  qualified.  The  fame  objection  might 
be  made  to  all  American  agents,  none  of  them  were 
then  qualified  as  the  minifter  required,  and  thus  all 
communication  between  the  parliament  and  the  colo- 
nies, was  then  cut  off;  at  the  fame  time  they  v/ere 
making  laws  to  opprefs  them.  It  will  be  difficult  for 
a  benevolent  citizen  of  the  world,  in  fome  future  pe- 
riod of  time,  to  believe  that  there  were  fuch  meafures 
carried  on  in  a  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  confifting 
of  men  profeffing  the  proteftant  religion,  and  bearing 
the  Chriftian  name.  They  will  be  ready  to  confider 
this  part  of  the  hiftory  of  Britain  in  the  light  of  a 
fable  or  romance,  contrived  by  fome  ingenious  perfon 
to  amufe  the  reader,  without  any  intention  of  finding 
credit,  or  expecting  to  be  accounted  a  true  hiftorion. 

After  fome  foftening  motions  had  been  propofed 
and  rejefted,  the  minilter  brought  in  another  bill,  to 
which  the  Bofton-Port  aft  was  only  a  prologue;  it 
was  intituled  a  bill  for  the  better  rep-ulatin^  the 
government  of  this  province  of  MafTachufetts-Bay. 
This  bill  Wcis  intended  to  alter  the  conftitution  and 
government:  of  this  province,  as  it  ftood  fettled  by  the 
charter  of  King  William,  and  to  take  all  fliare  of  go- 
vernment out  of  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  to  veil 
the  nomination  of  counfellors,  judges  and  magitlrates 

of 
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of  all  kinds,  including  ftieriffs,  in  the  crown,  and  in 
fome  cafes  in  the  King's  governor,  and  all  to  be  re- 
moveable  at  the  pleafure  of  the  king.  This  was  at 
one  ftroke  undermining  the  ancient  government  of 
the  colony,  and  leaving  the  people  no  fliare  in  their 
own  government  at  all.  The  fupporters  of  this  bill 
alledged,  that  the  diforders  of  the  province  of  MalTa- 
diufett's-Bay,  not  only  diftraded  that  province  with- 
in itfelf,  but  fet  an  ill  example  to  all  the  colonies.. 
An  executive  power  was  wanting.  "The  force  of  the 
civil  power,  it  was  faid,  confided  in  the poje  comitatus-y. 
but  the  pojfe  are  the  very  people  who  commit  the 
riots.  That  there  was  a  total  defe6l  in  the  conltitu- 
tional  power  throughout.  If  the  democratical  part 
ihew  a  contempt  of  the  laws,  how  is  the  gover- 
nor to  enforce  them?  Magiftrates  he  cannot  ap- 
point i  he  cannot  give  an  order  without  {t:ven  of  the 
council  aiTenting  j  and  let  the  military  be  never  fo 
numerous  and  active,  they  cannot  move  in  fupport  of 
the  civil  magiftracy,  when  no  civil  magiftrate  will  call 
upon  tliem  for  fupport.  It  is  in  vain,  it  was  faid,^ 
that  you  make  laws  and  regulations  hear,  when  there 
are  none  found  to  execute  them  in  that  country.  It 
is  therefore  become  abfolutcly  necelTary  to  alter  the 
whole  frame  of  the  MaiTachufett's  government,  fo  far 
as  it  relates  to  the  executive  and  judicial  powers.  It 
was  alfo  affirmed,  that  the  juries  v/ere  injudiciouflvr 
ehofen,  and  that  fome  immediate  and  permanent  reme- 
dy ought  to  be  adopted.  The  bill,  which  waa  at  lafl: 
formed  into  a  law,  will  teflify  upon  what  principles 
it  was  found.  A  vigorous,  but  inefFedlual  oppofi- 
tionwas  made  to  the  pafTing  of  this  arbitrary  lav/ j 
the  court  had  a  ftrong  majority,  which  was  fit  to  carry 
every  point,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  they  would 
have  hefitated  at  any  thing  whatfoever. 

The 
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The  minority  urged,  that  to  take  away  the  civil 
conftitution  of  a  whole  people  fecured  by  charter,  the 
validity  of  which  was  not  fo  much  as  queftioned  at 
law,  upon  mere  loofe  allegations  of  delinquencies  and 
defeds,  was  a  proceeding  of  a  moil  arbitrary  and 
dangerous  nature.  They  faid  that  it  was  worfe  than 
the  proceedings  againft  the  Americans  and  Englifli 
corporations,  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  and  King 
James  the  fecond,  which  were,  however,  accounted 
the  worft  adls  of  thofe  arbitrary  reigns.  At  that  time 
the  charge  was  regularly  made]  the  colonies  arid  cor- 
porations called  to  anfwer;  time  was  given,  and  the 
rules  of  juflice,  at  lead  in  appearance,  were  obferved. 
But  here  they  faid,  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind, 
not  fo  much  as  a  pretence  to  the  colour  of  jiiftice; 
not  one  evidence  had  been  examined  at  the  bar,  a 
thing  done  on  the  moft  trifling  regulation,  affefting 
any  franchife  of  the  fubjed:.  That  the  pretence  of 
taking  away  the  charter,  in  order  to  give  ftrength  to 
government,  could  never  anfwerj  for  this  was  firft 
doing  evil,  that  good  might  follow.  They  alked  the 
miniftry,  Whether  the  colonies,  which  are  already 
regulated  nearly  upon  the  plan  propofed,  were  more 
fubmifTive  to  our  right  of  taxation,  than  that  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay.  If  not,  what  would  be  gained  by  the 
bill,  that  can  be  lb  very  material  to  the  anthority  of 
parliament,  as  to  riik  all  the  credit  of  parliamentary 
juflice,  by  fo  (Irong  and  irregular  a  proceeding  ? 
That  the  part  of  the  a6l  which  aflefted  juries,  was 
made  without  fo  much  as  a  fingle  complaint  of  abufe 
pretended.  They  proceeded  further,  and  affirmed^ 
that  the  cafe  of  the  late  Captain  Prefton,  Mr.  Otis,  and 
many  others,  fliewed  with  what  juflice  the  juries  in 
that  colony  afted.  They  denied  that  the  juries  were 
improperly  chofen;    that   they   were  appointed  by  3 

better 
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better  method  than  ourSj  by  a  fort  of  ballot  in  which 
no  partiality  could  take  place.  Btit  by  the  new  regu- 
lation the  fneriff  is  appointed,  without  any  qualifica- 
tion, by  the  governor,  and  to  hold  his  office  at  his 
pleafare.  This  was  a  power,  they  faid,  given  to  the 
governor,  greater  than  that  given  by  the  conftitution 
to  the  crown  itfelf.  This,  they  infifted  was  a  great 
abufe,  inltead  of  reformation  3  arid  tended  to  put  the 
lives  arid  properties  of  the  people  abfoUitely  into  the 
hands  of  the  governors.  It  was  further  urged,  that 
the  diforder  lay  much  deeper  than  the  forms  of  go- 
vernment. That  the  people  throughout  the  colonies 
were  iiniverfally  difiatisfied,  and  th^t  their  uneafinefs 
and  refiftance  was  nO  lefs  in  the  royal  government 
than  in  others.'  Th^t  the  remedy  could  only  be 
in  the  removal  of  the  caufe  of  the  diftemper,  and  in 
quieting  the  minds  of  the  people.  That  the  aft  had 
a  direct  tendency  to  the  contrary;  and  they  feared, 
that  ihftead  of  giving  flrength  to  government,  it  would 
deftroy  the  fmall  remains  of  Eriglifli  authority  which 
was  left  in  the  colonies.' 

Mr.  Bolanthe  agent  of  the  Maflachuliett's  council^ 
made  another  effort  in  behalf  of  his  province,  and  at- 
tempted to  petition  for  time  to  receive  an  anfv/er  fronri 
the  province^to  the  account  he  had  fent  of  the  proceed- 
ing againft  them.  But  the  houfe  refufed  to  receive  the 
petition  by  a  large  majotity.  The  f^uTie  natives  of 
America,  v^^ho  petitioned  againft  the  Bofton  Port-bill^ 
again  renewed  their  endeavours,  by  a  petition  againft 
this.  This  petition  was  written  with  great  fpirir,  and 
in  a  very  warm  flile,  and  compofed  with  much  judg- 
ment; it  fet  forth  the  apprehenfions  of  the  petitioners, 
what  would  be  the  effedt  of  this  bill  in  the  place  where 
it  v/as  intended  to  operate,  and  was  a  true  prognodi- 
Vol.  J.  ^^  S  g  cation 
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cation  of  what  has  fince  come  to  pafs.  It  had  leave 
to  lie  upon  the  table,  but  was  no  more  taken  notice 
of.  The  bill  at  laft  was  pafTed  by  a  very  great  majori- 
ty, after  a  very  Ipirited  and  long  debate.  The  debates 
in  the  houfe  of  Lords  were  equally  warm,  and  upon 
the  fame  principles,  and  in  the  end  ilTued  in  the  fame 
manner.  When  this  bufinefs  was  finifhed,  the  minifter 
proceeded  to  give  the  finilhing  ftroke  to  the  liberties  of 
America.  It  was  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice,  in  cafes  of 
perfons  queftioned  for  any  adts  done  by  them  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  or  for  the  fupprelTion  of  riots  or 
tumults  in  the  province  of  Maflachufett's-Bay,  in  New 
England.  This  bill  provides,  that  in  cafe  that  any 
perfon  indifted  for  murder,  or  any  other  capital  of- 
fence, and  that  it  fhall  appear  to  the  governor,  that 
the  fact  was  committed  in  the  exercife  oraidofmagiftra- 
cy  in  fupprefTing  tumults  and  riots 5  and  it  Ihall  further 
appear  to  the  governor,  that  a  fair  trial  cannot  be  had 
in  the  province,  he  jfhall  fend  the  perfon  fo  indided, 
&c.  to  another  colony,  or  to  Great  Bxitain  to  be  tried. 
The  charges  on  both  fides  to  be  paid  out  of  t;he  cuf- 
toms.     This  act  was  to  continue  for  four  years. 

The  arguments  ufed  to  inforce  this  bill  were,  that 
magiftracy  muft  be  inforced  by  all  pofTible  means;  for 
as  thefe  orders  would  probably  be  refilled  by  force, 
it  v/ould  lay  them  under  a  neceflity  to  ufe  force  in 
the  execution  of  them.  In  this  cafe  blood  would  be 
probably  fpilled.  Who  would  rilk  this  event,  though 
in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  if  the  rioters  themfelves> 
or  their  abettors,  were  to  fit  as.  judges  ?  The  minifter 
alledged,  that  fuch  an  a<5t  was  not  without  prefident 
at  home.  Where  fmuggling  was  known  to  be  notori- 
oufly  countenanced  in  one  county,  the  trial  of  offences 
of  that  kind  had  been  direded  to  be  in  another.     The 
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rebels^ of  Scotland,  in  the  year  1746,  were  tried  in 
England.  Ail  particular  privileges  gave  way  to  the 
public  lafety;  when  that  is  endangered,  even  the 
Habeas  Corpus  aft,  the  great  palladium  of  EngliHi 
liberty  has  been  fufpended.  That  the  aft  propofed 
did  not  eftablilli  a  military  government,  but  a  civil 
one,  by  which  the  former  was  greatly  improv^ed.  It 
gave  to  the  province  a  council,  magiftrates  and  juf- 
tices,  when  in  efFeft  they  had  none  before.  This  bill 
was  warmly  oppoled,  and  all  thefe  reafons  fully  re- 
futed;   but  a  dead  majority  carried  all  before  them. 

It  is  impoiTible  not  to  obierve  the  weaknefs,  as  well 

as  the  abfurdity  of  the  minillerial  aj-guments,  ufed  on 

this  occafion,  as  well  as  the  futility  of  the  precedents 

brought  to  confirm   them..     There  had   been  recent 

inftances  of  the  impartiality  of  juries  in  the  colonies 

in  the  cafe  of  Captain  PrcHon  and  others,  when  ver- 

difts  had  been  given  according  to  juflice,  according 

to  the  minifler's  own  ideas  of  that  matter,  and  there 

could  be  no  reafon  of   fearing  juftice  would  not  be 

jexecuted,  unlefs  he  was  defigned  to  promote  fome 

conduft  which  would  give  reafon  for  fetting  afide  its 

ufual  courfe.     His  fpeech  fuggefted  that  he  intended 

that  fomething  would  be  done,  which  he  would  call 

juftice,  and  which  the  colonifts  would  have  reafon  to 

account  unjuft,  and  would  be  obliged  in  confcience  to 

.  treat  it  as  it  deferved.     He  was  therefore  providing 

againft  a  confequence  he  forefaw  would  happen,  be- 

caufe  he  was  determined  it  lliould  happen.     In  this 

the  old  maxim  was  confirmed,  '^  That  the  children  of 

this  world  are  wifer  than  the  children  of  light."    But 

there  was  no  reafon  for  making  provifion  againft  an 

evil  that  never  would  have  happened,  unlefs  the  mi- 

nifter  himfelf  had  been  the  author  of  it.     He  appears 

to  have  been  determined  that   blood  fhould  be  ilicd, 

G  g  g  2  and 
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and  fpeaks  of  it  with  great  coolnefs  and  indifference; 
and  what  bears  the  moil  unfavourable  interpretation, 
he  wanted  to  havfe  thofe  he  intended  fhouldfhed  it, 
Icreened  from  juftice  if  he  poffijbly  could. 

The  precedents  which  he  mentions,  are  moft  un- 
favourable for  his  argument;  for  it  is  only  fupporring 
one  a6l  of  injuftice  by  another.  For  though  many  in 
a  county  may  countenance  fmuggUng,  yet  it  does  not 
prove  that  all  the  county  are  fmugglers,  and  that  an 
honeft  jury  cannot  be  found  in  fome  counties  in  Eng- 
land. No  man  would  fuppofe  this  unlefs  he  were  a 
proficient  in  the  practice  of  deceit  himfelf. 

The  cafe  of  the  Scotch  rebels  is  Itill  more  unfavour- 
able for  the  cafe  of  the  colonies,  and  that  of  the 
Jacobites  are  quite  different.  The  colonies  were  ac- 
knowledging the  fovereignty  of  the  king,  and  peti- 
tioning moft  humbly  for  a  redrefs  of  grievances;  they 
wanted  not  to  have  the  government  changed,  nor  the 
revolution  fet  afide,  but  to  have  the  old  laws  conti- 
nued, and  their  ancient,  conftitution  fecured  againft 
modern  invafions  of  parliament.  They  were  willing 
to  continue  in  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  defired  no 
more  than  that  protection  which  other  fubjefts  of  the 
iempire  enjoyed;  they  claimed,  and  they  prayed  for 
no  more  than  what  all  Britifh  fubjefts  claim  as  their 
juft  and  legal  right  to  poffefs.  But  this  was  not  the 
cafe  of  the  Jacobites;  their  greateft  grievance  was  the 
revolution  itfelf,  and  their  greateft  eye-fore  the  Brunf- 
wick  family  that  fupported  it.  •  They  did  not  come  to 
the  throne  with  petitions,  but  attacked  it  with  the 
fword  in  their  hands;  they  aimed  at  the  deftruiSlion  of 
the  fovereign,  and  intended  to  change  the  conftitu- 
tion. Thele  Jacobite  tribes  moft  voluntarily,  and 
without  any  new  oppreffion,  or  any  new  rcafons  of 
rebellion,  but  v/hat  will  always  be  the  fame  to  them, 

drew 
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drew  the  fword  againft  the  King  and  the  laws,  and 
ibught  the  life  of  his  Majefty  King  George,  to  place 
a  Popifh  Pretender  upon  the  throne  of  thefe  king- 
donns.  But  the  colonifls  were  praying  and  befeech- 
ing  both  king  and  parliament  to  fupportthe  common 
liberties  of  the  empire,  which  had  been  ratified  by 
the  revolution  fettlement,  and  confinrfed  by  all  the 
fovereigns  fince  that  time.  The  oppofition  which 
the  Americans  madie  to  new  flatutcs  is  fupported  by- 
the  conftitution  itfelf,  and  without  new  laws  lettins: 
a;fide  the  old  ones,  they  could  not  be  made  rebels. — 
The  violence  of  the  miniftry  drove  them  to  refifcance, 
which  was  determined  rebellion,  to  give  fandlion  to 
the  force  that  was  intended  to  be  ufed  to  make  them 
lubmit  to  the  new  meafures  of  government.  In  thefe 
refpefts  the  cafe  of  the  colonies  and  the  Jacobites 
were  very  different,  and  no  arguments  drawn  from 
the  one  to  the  other  can  poffibly  be  of  any  force. 
The  paflions,  prejudices  of  interefted  perfons  may 
lead  them  to  pervert  the  cleareft  reafon  ;  but  all  dif- 
pafTionate  and  difinterefted  men,  who  are  under  the 
government  of  right  reafon  and  common  fenfe,  will 
judge  in  another  manner,  and  determine  according 
to  truth.  Had  the  miniller  fpoke  the  real  fentiments 
of  his  mind,  he  would  have  declared  that  he  wanted 
to  have  a  military  government  in  the  colonies  to  in- 
force  obedience  to  all  the  arbitrary  meafures  that  had 
been  purfued :  for  his  words  could  imply  nothing  lefs  than 
that  he  intended  to  rule  by  the  fword,  and  therefore 
wanted  to  have  his  agents  fecured  againft  law  and  juftice. 
'  The  laft  and  moft  remarkable  tranfacftion  of  this 
year  was  the  Quebec  bill,  which  was  called  a  bill 
for  making  more  efFeftual  provifion  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  province  of  Quebec  in  North  America. — 
This  bill  came  down  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  the 
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Commons  for  their  approbation,  where  ic  met  with 
Urono-oppofition,  and  underwent  ieveral  amendments. 
The  miniftry  expected  that  as  the  bill  pailed  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  fo  cafily,   that  it  would  have-  met  with  no 
oppofition  from  the  Commons  ;  but  in  this  they  were 
millaken.     What   embarraffed  the  minifter  molt  in 
this  particular  cafe  was,   that  the  bill  made  a  great 
noife  without  doors,  and  was  altogether  unpopular  in 
its  nature.     It  had  an  article  concerning  religion   in 
it,  which  appeared  to  have  a  tendency  to  inflame  the 
nation  ;    and  provided  there  had  been  as  much  zeal 
for  the  proteftant  religion  as  in  former  times,  the  mi- 
nifter durft  not  have  proceeded  fo  faft  with  his  favourite 
bill,  nor  would  it  have  at  all  pafled.  This  bill  took  up  a 
o-ood  deal  of  time,  and  met  with  a  very  warm  oppofi- 
tion.    Many  witnefles  were  examined  to  give  as  much 
colour  as  poffible  to  the  fairnefs  of  the  proceeding. — 
Among   thefe  were  General   Carleton,   Governor  of 
Canada  J   Mr.  Hay,  Chief  Juftice  of  that  province  ; 
Mr.  Mazeres,  Curfitor  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  late 
Attorney  General  there,    and  agent  to  the  Englifli 
inhabitants  of  Canada  ;    Doftor  Marriot,   the  King's 
Advocate  General  in  England  -,   Monf.  Lolbiniere,  a 
"French  gentleman  of  confiderable  property  in  Cana- 
da.    The  principal  objefts  of  this  bill  were  to  afcer- 
tain  the  limits  of  that  province,  which  were  extend- 
ed far  beyond  what  had  been  fettled  as  fuch,  by  the 
King's  proclamation  of  1763. — To  form  a  legillative 
council  for  all  the  affairs  of  that  province,   except 
taxation,  which  council  fliould  be  appointed  by  the 
crown  ;  the  o!^ce  to  be  held  during  pieafure  j  and  his 
Majefty's  Roman  Catholic  fubjeds  were  entitled  to 
a  place  in  it.     To  eftablifli  the  French  laws,  and  a  tri- 
al without  jury,  in  civil  cafes  ;    and  the  Englifh  laws, 
with  a  trial  by  jury  in  criminal  ones. — To  fecure  to 
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the  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  except  regulars,  the  legal 
enjoyment  of  their  eftates,  and  of  their  tythes,  from 
all  that  are  of  their  own  religion.  Thefe  were  the 
chief  objedls  of  this  aft. 

The  arguments  which  were  ufed  for  the  fupportof 
this  bill  were, — That  the  French,  who  were  a  very 
o-reat  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  hav- 
ing been  ufed  to  live  under  an  abfolute  governmenty 
were  not  anxious  for  the  forms  of  a  free  one,  which 
they  little  underftood,  or  valued.  That  they  even 
abhorred  the  idea  of  a  popular  reprefentation,  ob- 
ferving  the  mifchiefs  which  it  introduced  in  their 
neighbouring  countries.  Befides,  it  would  be  unrea- 
fonable  to  have  a  reprefentative  body  out  of  which  all 
the  natives  (hould  be  excluded  ;  and  perhaps  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  truft  fuch  an  inftrument  in  the  hands 
of  a  people  but  newly  taken  into  the  Britilh  empire. 
They  were  not  yet  ripe,  it  was  faid,  for  Englifh  go- 
vernment. That  their  landed  property  had  been  all 
granted,  and  their  family  fettlements  made  on  the 
ideas  of  French  laws:  that  the  laws  concerning  con- 
trails and  perfonal  property  were  nearly  the  i'ame  in 
France  as  in  England;  that  a  trial  by  jury  was  ftrange 
and  difguPcing  to  them.  That  with  regard  to  religion,, 
it  had  been  ilipuiated  to  allow  them  perfeft  freedom 
in  that  refpecl  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  as  far  as  the 
laws  of  England  permitted.  Thepenal  laws  of  Eng- 
land, with  refpecft  to  religion,  they  laid,  did  hot  extend 
beyond  the  kingdom  -,  and  though  the  king's  fupre- 
macy  extends  farther,  a  provifion  was  made  in  the  aft 
to  oblige  the  Canadians  to  be  fubjeft  to  it;  and  an  oath 
prefcribed  as  a  teft  againfl  fuch  papal  claims  as  might 
endanger  the  allegiance  of  the  uibjetts.  That  it  was 
againft  all  equity  to  perfecute  thole  people  for  their 
religion,  and  that  people  have  not  the  privileges  ofre- 
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lit^ion  who  have  not  their  own  priefthood.  And  as 
for  the  payment  of  tythes,  it  was  at  bell  only  fetting 
down  their  clergy,  where  they  were  found  at  the 
conqiieft.  In  one  refped,  it  was  faid,  they  were 
worfe,  as  no  perfon  profefling  the  Proteftant  religion 
was  to  be  fubje6l  to  them,  which  would  be  a  great  en- 
couracrement  to  converfions. 

There  is  great  reafon  to  conclude,  that  none  of 
thefe  were  the  true  realbns  for  preferring  the  billi  but 
the  main  reafon,  though  not  what  is  now  called  the  of- 
tenfible  one,  was  to  bring  over  the  French  colonifts  to 
the  defigns  of  the  miniftry,  and  to  perfuade  them  by 
pretended  favours,  to  fall  upon  the  back  fettlements 
of  the  Englilli  colonies.     The  minifter  feems  to  have 
been  totally  ignorant  of  the  difpofition  of  the  French 
Catholics  in  Canadaj  for  we  do  not  find  that  ever 
thefe  papifls  have  been  fo  dutiful  as  to  thank  govern- 
ment for  the  new  favours  that  were  granted  them;  — 
and  it  has  appeared  fince  that   they  were  not  defiring 
any  fuch  change.     A  few  tools  of  government  were 
perfuaded  to  lend  a  petition   to   parliament   for   the 
French  laws,  but  it  was  far  from  the  minds  of  the  ge- 
nerality  to  folicit  any  fuch  favour.     With  regard  to 
the  promife  made  in  the  king's  declaration,  it  extend- 
ed no    farther  than   a   free    toleration;  whereas  the 
bill  gives  a  legal  eftabliiliment  to  popery  in  Canada, 
and  pledges  the  faith  ofkingand  parliament  for  thefup- 
port  of  the  popilh  religion.     The  religion  of  popery 
in  that  part  of  his  Majeily's  dominions  is  eftabliilied  up- 
on the  lame  footing  as  that  of  the  Church  of  England; 
uponpapitls  acknowledging  the  king's  fapremacv,  as 
appointed  by  the  Hrll  of  Queen  Eliz^.beth.     Whereas 
the  protefcants  have  no  ociieriecurity  than  the  pleafure 
of  the  king,  nor  any  right  to  demand  any  thing,  except 
what  he  Ihall  pleafe  to  grant  them.     But  this  law  the 
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papifts  are  fecured  in  all  their  religious  privileges,, 
and  provided  for  by  an  ad  of  the  Britilh  parliament, 
with  a  legal  fecuricy  for  a  maintenance  for  their 
clergy.  The  only  favor  which  is  fhevm  to  protef- 
tants  is  that  they  are  freed  frona  paying  tythes^  which 
the  minifter  thought  would  be  a  powerful  means  of 
GOHverfion,  to  bring  over  papifts  to  the  proteftant  re- 
ligion ;  but  though  this  may  appear  to  be  a  very 
ftrorig  incentive  to  a  minifter  of  ftate,  or  others  who 
pay  little  regard  to  any  religion,  yet  to  fuch  as  have 
any  principles  of  confcience,  fome  ftronger  means  of 
Converfion  are  neceftafy.  It  appears  from  the  minif- 
terial  arguments  that  the  minifter  wanted  only  fucli 
converts  from  popery  as  were  fwayed  by  the  niotives 
of  worldly  rewards,  which  are  thofe  moft  prevalent 
with  many  in  his  ftation.  The  giving  the  Canadian 
coloriifts  the  trial  by  jury  in  criminal  caufes,  arid  the 
French  method  of  trial  in  civil  caufes  has  a  very  whim^- 
fical  appearance  j  for  certainly  a  man  would  chufe 
to  trull  his  property  where  he  would  chufe  to  truft 
his  life.  And  it  is  certainly  rieceiTary,  that'  people 
have  as  good  a  chance  for  fecuring  their  property  as 
they  pofilbly  can.  But  although  goverhrrient  intend- 
ed to  grant  a  favour  to  the  papifts  j  this  was  no  rea- 
fon  why  the  proteftant  fubje<5ts  of  the  empire  fliould 
be  ftripped  of  their  tights  to  oblige  Roman  papifts^ 
tlie  proteftarlts  in  Canada  ought  to  have  had  the  en- 
joyment of  what  the  law  fecures  to  Englifti  fubjeds, 
whatever  the  goverhrment  might  be  pleafed  to  granc 
to  papifts.  But  by  this  law  they  have  deprived  th^ 
proteftant  fubjecls  of  Britain  of  their  juft,  natural 
rights,  fecured  to  them  by  the  cbriftitution,  uporl  the 
faith  of  enjoying  which,  they  fettled  in  that  part  of  th^ 
v/orld.  The  paffing  of  this  bill,  v/hereby  fuch  fiwour 
was  ftiewn  to  the  church  o(  Rome,  created  more  fuf- 
.Vol.  L  Hhh  picioii 
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picion  on  account  of  the  leginatureremfing  a  petition 
which  had  been  prefented  fome  time  before  by  the 
Proteftant  difTenters  for  relief  from  fome  penal  laws 
that  where  (landing  againft  them.     It  was  concluded 
that  government  fhewed  this  favour  to  the  Catholics, 
from  a  perfuafion  that  they  were  fuitable  inftruments 
to  promote   their   arbitrary   defigns,    and   that  they 
wanted  to   difcourage   the   diffenters,    becaufe   they 
were  friends  to  liberty,   and  foes  to   all  fort  of  ty- 
ranny and  defpotifm.     Whatever  were  the  motives 
which  determined  the  legiflature  to  pafs  this  law,   it 
is  manifefl:  that  it  is  an  infraftion  of  the  conftitution, 
by  eftablifliing  popery  in  the  Britifli  empire,   which 
the  revolution  fettlement  guarded  againft.     It  is  a 
fpecial  part  of  the  prcfent  infelicity  of  thefe  nations 
at  prefent,  that  there  are  a  number  of  modern  ftatutes 
that  clafh  with  ancient  and  conftitutional  laws,  where- 
by men  in  defending  the  one,   may  be  puniftied  for 
trangrefiing  the  others.     It  is  not  in  the  power  of 
the  far  greater  part  of  Britifli  fubje6ls  to  know  and 
underftand  the  large  body  of  laws  that  are  contained 
In  the  ftatutes,   and  through  ignorance  are  ready  to 
expofe  themfelves  to  the  fandlions  of  fome  ftanding 
law  of  the  land ;  efpecially  as  it  has  been  for  fo  many 
ages  an  eftabliflied  idea,   that  all  the  fubjefts  of  the 
Britifli  empire  have  the  fame  privileges  of  the  laws, 
and  may  all  be  their  own  legiflators,  when  they  be- 
come freeholders  of  the  empire.      But  though  it  was 
formerly  thought  that  the  fubjeifls  of  the  colonies 
v/cre  freemen,  like  others  at  home,  yet  it  has  been  de- 
termined that  colonifi  and  freeman  have  different  fig- 
nifications;    and  that  there  can  be  no  legal  freedom 
out  of  Great-Britain.     For  this  is  the  import  of  the 
reafoning  upon  the  lubjedl  of  colonization  in  the  pre- 
fent times. 

Chap. 
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Chap.  VIII. 

A  View  of  the  Proceedings  at  Home — 'tran[a5iions  in 
Majfachujetts-Bay — Rhode   IJland—New  HampJJjire. 
^he  Affair  at  Lexiyjgton  and  Concord — 'The  Battle  of 
Bunker  s  Hill,  and  its  confequenceSi  ^c. 


BEFORE  we  proceed  directly  to  the  tranfaftions 
of  this  year,  it  may  be  neceflary  to  rake  a  view 
offome  proceedings  of  the  year    1774,  which  feem 
immediately  conne£led   with  the  important  tranfac- 
tions  of  this.     After  General   Gage  arrived   at  Bof- 
ton,  and  had,  after  fome  altercations  on   both  fides, 
diflblved  the  affembly,  the  committee  of  correfpon- 
dence  at  Bofton   entered  into   an  agreement,  which 
they  entitled  a  folemn  league  and  covenant,  wherein 
the  fubfcribers   bound  themfelves  in  the  moft  folemn 
manner,    and  in  the  prcfence  of  (jod,    to  fufpend  all 
commercial   intercourfe  with  Great  Britain,  from  the 
laft  day  of  the  enfuing  month  of  Auguft,  until  the 
Bofton  Port-bill,  and  the  other  obnoxious  laws  were 
repealed,  and  the  colony  of  MaffachufTetts-Bay  fully 
reftored  to  all  its  chartered  rights  and  privileges. — 
They  alfo  bound  themfelves  in  the  fame  manner,  not 
to  confume,  or   purchafe  from  any  other,  any  goods, 
whatfoever  which  arrived  after  the  fpecified  time,  and 
to  bieakoff  all  commerce,  trade,    and  dealings,  with 
any  who  trade  with  the   importers  of  fuch  goods,    as 
well  as  with  the  importers  themfelves.     They  alfo  re- 
nounced in  the  fame  manner,  all  future  intercourfe 
and  connexion  with  thofe  who  Ihould  refufe  to  fub- 
fcribe  to  that  covenant,  or  to  bind  themfelves  by  fome 

H  h  h  2  fmiilar 
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fimilar  agreement  with  the  dangers  the  penalty  an- 
nexed, of  having  their  names  publilhed  to  the  world. 
This  covenant,  accompanied  with  a  letter  from  the 
committee  at  Bofton,'  was  circulated  with  great  in- 
duftry  and  aflivity,  and  the  people  not  only  in 
the  New  England  provinces,  but  in  the  other 
provinces,     entered    into     this     new     league     with 

the     greateft     keennefs. — ■ -What  was  fomcwhat 

remarkable  is,  that  fimilar  agreem.ents  had  been  en- 
tered into  about  the  fame  time,  in  Various  parts  of 
the  continent,  and  without  any  previous  concert  with 
one  another,  any  more  than  with  thofe  at  Bof- 
ton. The  title  of  a  folemn  league  and  covenant 
greatly  alarmed  General  Gage,  and  the"  friends  of 
the  miniftry  in  all  parts  of  the  Britilli  dominions;*  its 
name,  as  well  as  its  tendency,  was  ominous  and  fright- 
ful. It  brought  to  the  remembrance  of  his  Majefr- 
ty's  governors  and  minifters,  the  times  of  England 
and  SccKtland,  entering  into  a  folemn  league  and  co- 
venant for  the  defence  of  their  legal  rights  and  privi- 
leges,- which  have  always  been  remembered  by  men 
of  arbitrary  principles  with  horror  and  difguft.  The 
caufes  and.  the  efFeds  were  by  fome  confidered  at  this 
time  tobe  pretty  much  fimilar  to  thofe  in  the  time 
of  the  long  parliament  J  and  it  was  no  great  wonder 
that  General  Gage  was 'alarmed  at  the  ridings  of  a 
new  folemn  league  and  covenant.  '  His  proclamation 
on  the  29th  of  June  fhews  how  much  he  was  agita- 
tated  and  alarmed.  =  Heftiles  it  an  unlawful,  hoftile, 
and  traderous  combination,-  contrary  to  the  allegi- 
ance due  to  the  king,  deftruftivc  of  the  lawful  au- 
thority of  the- Britilh.  parliament,"  and  of  the  peace, 
good  order,  and  fafety  of  the  community.  All  per- 
Ibns  were  warned  againft  incurring  the  penalties  due 
to  fuch  aggravated  and-  dangerous  {ffencesj  and  all 
magiftrates  charged  to  apprehend  and  fecure  for  trial 

fuch 
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fuch  as  fhould  have  any  fliare  in  the  publifhing,  fub* 
fcribing,  aiding,  or  affifting  the  foregoing,  or  any  fimi- 
lar  covenant. 

This  proclamation  produced  no   other  effeil  than 
to  exercife  the  judgement  and  pens  of  thofe  who  had 
knowledge  of  the  laws,  in  (hewing  that  the  affocia- 
tion  did  not  come  within  any  of  the  laws    that  re- 
ipedted  treafon,  and  that   the  charges  made  by  the 
Governor  were  erroneous,  unjufl,  and  injurious.    ■   ■ 
They  faid  he  had  alTumed  a  power  which  the  confti- 
tution  denied  even    to  the  fovereign,    the  power  of 
making  thofe  things  to    be    treafon,  which  were    not 
considered  to  be  fuch  by  the  laws;    that  the  people 
had  a  right  to  alTemble  to  confider  of  their   common 
■grievances,  and  to  form  alTociations  for  their  o-eneral 
condud  towards  the  remedy  of  thofe  grievances  -,  and 
that  the  proclamation  was  equally   arbitrary,  odious, 
and  illegal.     Had  the  governor  confidered  the  hifio- 
ry  of  former  times  carefully  j  he  might  have  eafily  dif- 
covered  that  covenanters  are  not  fo  eafily  frightened 
as  to  give  up  what  they  conceive  to  be  their  juft 
rights,  for  a  fimple  proclamation.     The  cafe  now  be- 
tween the  crown  officers  and  the  colonifts  was  mucl]^ 
like  that  between    the  ancient  covenanters    and  the 
royalifts,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  firfl.     The  par- 
tizans  of  Charles  charged  the  covenanters  with  trea- 
fon and  rebellion,  and  the  others  accufed  them  of  ty- 
ranny and  treafon  againft  the  conftitution.     Neither 
party  coul3  convince  the  other  by  arguments,  they  at 
laft  appealed  to  Heaven,  and  tried  to  determine  their 
caufe  by  the  length  of  the  fword;  the  determination 
was  fatal  to  many  thoufands,  and  to  Charles  himfelf, 
and  ought  to  be  a  warning  to  all  future  magiftrates 
not  to  provoke  a  people  too  far.     Minifters  and  court 
favourites  ought  to  confider,  that  among  their  friends 

there 
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there  are  few  that  are  fuch  from  principle,  and  pro- 
.vided  that  itfiiould  happen  to  be  their  intereft  to  turn 
againlt  them,  they  will  foon  defert  them,  and  join 
with  their  enem.ies;  whereas  thofe  that  are  againft 
them,  for  the  mod  parr,  have  both  principle  and  inte- 
rest in  oppofing  them,  and  are  determined  by  the 
ilrongefl  motives.  But  before  we  proceed  to  confi- 
der  the  tranfadions  at  home,  which  relate  to  the 
American  affairs  of  this  year,  we  fnall  take  a  view  of 
the  behaviour  of  the  colonifts,  and  what  pafl  in  Ame- 
rica. 

The  determination  of  the  general  congrefs  had  now 
.confirmed  the  principles  of  the  timid  and  cautious, 
,and  their  fears  being  removed,  they  laid  afide  that 
inoderation  which  before  they  affected  to  obferve. — 
The  refolves  of  the  congrefs  became  now  the  creed 
of  the  colonies  in  matters  of  politics,  and  a  perfect 
compliance  with  their  determinations  was  every  whei  e 
obferved.  The  unanimity  through  the  whole  conti- 
nent was  amazing ;  the  fame  language  was  obferved 
by  town  and  provincial  meetings,  by  general  afiem- 
blies,  by  judges  in  their  charges,  and  by  grand  juries 
i4i  their  prefentments;  and  all  their  acls  tended  to  tlie 
fame  point.  It  was  furprifing  and  wonderful  to  fee 
the  inhabitants  of  rich  commercial  countries,  who 
had  acquired  a  long  and  eltabiifhed  relifh  for  the 
fuperfluitics  of  life,  and  who  it  might  have  been  fup- 
pofed,  would  have  acquired  irrefiftible  habits  in  ufing 
them,  all  on  a  fudden  throwing  afide  the  captivating 
allurements,  and  confining  themfelves  to  what  was 
merely  necefTary.  To  obferve  the  merchant  forego 
the  advantages  of  trade  and  commerce,  the  farmer 
fubmit  to  tlie  lofs  of  the  fale  of  the  produce  of  his  in- 
duftry,  and  the  feaman,  with  the  numberlefs  other 
perfons  dependent  upon  trade,  contentedly  refign  the 

very 
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very  means  of  their  livelihood,  and  truH:  to  their  pre- 
carious fubfiftence,  from  the  public  fpirit  and  charity 
of  the  opulent,  was  an  uncommon  phcenomenon;  and 
what  is  perhaps  more  amazing*  that  the  rich  fhoulcl 
have  been  difpofed  to  run  the  hazard  of  lofing  their 
all,  and  fupplying  the  poor,  for  the  uncertain  expec- 
tation of  obtaining  what  probability  feemed  to  deter- 
mine againft.  Such  however  was  the  view  that  Ame- 
rica at  that  time,  fmce,  and  atprefent  exhibited  to  the 
world. 

They  had  fent  a  petition  from  the  continental  con- 
grefs  to  the  throne,  upon  which  they  placed,  fome 
hopes  of  a  reconciliation  with  the  mother-country. — 
It  Was  imagined  that  a  general  application  to  the 
people  of  Kngland  would  have  produced  a  falutary 
effeft,  and  the  colonifts  had  ftill  a  greater  dependence 
upon  the  unanimity  of  the  determinations  of  the  con- 
grefs,  in  influencing  the  public  opinions  at  home  in  the 
mother-country.  Thefe  hopes  however  did  not  pre- 
vail fo  far  with  them,  as  to  put  them  off  their  guard, 
or  to  make  them  abare  of  their  zeal  in  purfuing  luch 
meafures  as  were  necefiary  to  provide  againll  the 
worft  that  might  happen.  The  principal  leaders  did 
not  depend  much  upon  thefe  expedations,  which 
fome  placed  in  the  fuccefs  of  their  petition  to  the 
throne.  The  fouthern  colonies  began  to  arm,  as 
thofe  in  the  north,  and  to  train  and  ar:n  their  militia; 
and  as  foon  as  advice  was  received  of  the  proclama- 
tion iffued  in  England  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
arms  and  ammunition  to  America,  meafures  v/erc 
fpeedily  taken  to  provide  a  remedy  for  that  defect. 
For  this  purpofe,  and  to  render  themfelves  as  inde- 
pendent as  pofllble  upon  foreigners  for  the  fupply  of 
thefe  effential  articles,  mills  were  erefted,  and  manu* 
fadures  formed,  both  in  Philadelphia  and  Virginia, 

for 
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for  the  making  of  gunpowder,  and  encouragement 
given  in  all  the  colonies,  for  the  fabricating  of  arms 
of  every  fort.  Great  and  many  difficulties  attended 
rhefe  firfl  eflaysj  and  the  fupply  of  powder,  both 
for  home  manufafture,  and  importation,  was  for  a 
long  time  fcarce  and  precarious.  But  fuch  was  their 
refokition  and  zeal,  that  they  ardently  perfifted  in 
their  undertakings,  and  fuccefs  attended  their  endea- 
vours. 

Governor  Gage  iflued  a  proclamation  againfi  the 
provincial  congrefs  of  Maflachufett's-Bay,  but  it  did 
not  produce  the  fmalleft  efFeft  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  congrefs,  nor  in  the  conduct  of  the  people^  who 
paid  an  implicit  obedience  to  its  determinations;  It 
is  highly  probable  that  the  meafures  of  this  provin- 
cial alTembly  were  managed  by  advice  of  the  general 
congrefs,  which  was  fitting  at  the  fame  time,  with 
whom  they  held  a  conftant  correfpondence*  The 
critical  fituation  of  Bofton,  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince, was  an  objeft  of  much  confederation,  nor  was 
it  eafy  to  determine  in  what  manner  to  provide  for 
the  fafety  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  prevent  the  town 
becoming  a  thorn  of  uneafinefs  to  the  province,  if 
matters  fhould  come  to  the  laft  extremity.  From  its 
natural  advantages  of  fituation,  and  the  works  thrown 
up  on  the  neck,  Bofton  was  already  become  a  flrong 
hold,  and  was  capable,  with  little  difficulty,  by  the: 
proteftion  of  a  fleet,  to  be  made  almofl  impregnable 
againfi  any  force.  It  was  alfo  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
governor,  capable  of  being  made  a  fecure  prifon  for 
the  inhabitants,  who  would  thereby  become  hoftages 
for  the  province  at  large.  Several  different  propo- 
fals  were  made  to  prevent  or  remedy  thefe  evils. — 
One  was  only  to  remove  the  inhabitants  j  another  to 
fet  a  valuation  upon  the  eftates,  to  burn  the  town, 

and 
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and  reimburfe  them  of  their  lolTes.  Both  thefe 
fchemes  were  clogged  with  infurmoiintable  difficulties, 
which  rendered  them  imprafticable.  Force  was  the 
only  expedient  that  could  be  purfued  with  a  proba*- 
bility-  of  fuccfefs;  b(it  they  were  not  yet  determined 
to  proceed  to  that  extremity.  They  had  dill  fome 
hopes  that  Britain  would  relax  in  her  demands,  and  . 
think  bfette'r  on  the  fubje6li  they  could  hardly  per- 
fiiade  themfelv^s  that  fh^  was  determined  upon 
flaughteririg  the  fubjecfls  of  the  empire  for  the  fake 
of  opinions  merely  problematical,  atnd  which  could 
be  no  way  av^ailable  to'  her  J^ea'l  intereft.'  They  confi- 
dered  the  military  preriararions  of  the  mother  coun- 
try in  the  fame  light  that  they  were  confidered  at 
home,  intended  to  fright  them  into  a' compliance  with 
the  meafures"  of  government,  but  that  they  did  not 
intend  to  proceed  to  hoftilities.  However,  in  the 
mean  time,  many  of  the  principal  irfhabitants  re- 
moved out  of  the  town,  under  the  real  apprehenfio'n 
of  immediate  violence  from  the  troops,  or  of  being 
fecured  and  f&nt  to  England,  to  ila:nd  their  trial  for 
fuppofed  offences. 

The  provincial  congrefs  having  finiflied  all  their 
bufinefs   which  they  thought  proper  and  neceliary  at 
this  time,  diffolved  themfelves  in  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber, having  firll  appointed  another  meeting  in  the  en- 
fuihg  month  of  February.     During  this  recefs,   the 
friends   of  government    began  to,  beftir  themfelves, 
.  and  to  fhew  their  defigns  in  fome  few  places.     They 
Vv^anted  to   try  their  ftrength  and  their  numbers,  and 
to    make   a  (land  againft  the  general  current.     Some 
affociations  were  formed   for  mutual  defence,  md  in 
fome  few  towns  a   refufal  was  made  to  the  orders  of 
the  congrefs ;   but  the  oppofite  temper  was  fo  preva- 
lent,   that  thofe   attem.pts  were  foon  quelled.     The 
Vol.  I.  I  i  i  diflidents 
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difTidents  were  overpowered  by  numbers,   and    all 
their  attempts  came  to  nothing. 

The  fufpicion  which  the  mother  country  had  of  the 
colonies,  promoted  the  grounds  of  their  fufpicionsj  for 
by  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  military  ftores,  fhe 
fuj^^efted  the  idea  of  refiftance,  or  at  lead  fuppofed 
that  fomething  v/ould  be  done  by  government,  that 
would  tend  to  provoke  the  colonics  to  make  ufe  of 
fuch  ftores.  When  tii€  account  of  this  prohibi- 
tion was  received  at  Rhode-Ifland,  the  people  feized 
and  carried  away  all  the  ordnance  belonging  to  the 
crown  in  that  province,  which  lay  upon  fome  batte- 
ries that  defended  one  of  the  harbours,  and  which 
amounted  to  above  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  of  difFe- 
ren  fizes.  When  a  captain  of  a  man  of  war  waited 
upon  the  governor  to  enquire  into  the  meaning  of 
this  procedure,  he  was  informed  with  great  frank- 
nefs  that  the  people  had  feized  the  cannon,  to  pre- 
vent their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  king's  forces, 
and  that  they  intended  to  make  ufe  of  them  to  de- 
fend themfelves,  againft  any  power  that  fhould  at- 
tempt to  moled  them.  The  afTembly  of  that  ifland 
alfo  paflcd  refolutions  for  the  procuring  of  arms  and 
military  ftores,  by  all  means,  and  from  all  quarters 
frOm  whence  they  could  be  obtained,  as  well  as  for 
training  and  arming  the  inhabitants. 

The  province  of  New-l-fampfhire,  which  had  hi- 
therto appeared  to  be  of  a  placid  and  moderate  tem- 
per, and  had  behaved  with  more  refpe<5l  to  govern- 
ment, than  the  other  province  of  New-England,  as 
foon  as  they  heard  of  the  refolations  of  Rhode- 
Ifland,  and  received  a  copy  of  the  royal  proclamation 
that  gave  rife  to  them,  purfued  thq  fame  plan.  A 
body  of  men  aflembled  in  arms,  and  marched  to  the 
attack  of  a  fmall  fort  called  William  and  Mary,  only 
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-eonfiderable  for  being  the  object  of  the  firft  military 

operatiofi  in  that  province. This  fort  was  eafily 

taken,  and  fypplied  themwithaquantity  of  powder,  by 
■which  they  were  enabled  to  put  themfelvcs  in  a  (late 
of  defence.  No  other  a6ts  of  hoftility  or  violence 
happened  during  the  winter,  but  a  firm  determina- 
tion of  refiftance  was  however  univerfally  fpread  and 
«ncreafed  every  day.  The  arrival  of  the  king's  fpeech, 
and  the  addrefles  of  the  nftw  parliament,  added  to 
the  flame  that  was  already  kindled.  Their  former 
jealoully,  which  needed  no  additional  fuel,  began  now 
to  blaze  forth  with  all  the  expreffions  of  concern  and 
anxiety,  attended  with  the  figns  of  determined  refo- 
Jution  to  refift  every  aft  of  violence  that  government 
fhould  attempt  to  commit  upon  them. 

The  king's  fpeech,  in  the  opinion  of  the  colonies, 
cut  off  all  hopes  of  reconciliation,  and  made  them 
llrain  every  nerve  to  provide  againft  the  ftorm  they 
faw  gathering  againft  them.  It  is  very  remarkable 
that  all  the  public  a6ls  and  declarations,  which  in 
England  were  recommended  as  the  means  of  pacify- 
ing the  colonies,  by  intimidating  them,  conftantly  ope- 
rated in  a  different  manner.  The  more  clearly  a  de- 
termination was  fhewn  to  inforce  an  high  authority, 
the  more  refolutely  the  colonifts  feemed  to  refift  it. 
The  aflembly  of  Pennfylvania,  which  had  met  by  ad- 
journment towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1774,  was 
the  firft  legal  convention  that  ratified  unanimoufly 
all  the  a6ts  of  the  general  congrefs,  and  appointed 
delegates  to  reprefent  them  in  the  new  congrefs, 
which  was  to  be  held  in  theenfuing  month  of  May.- — 
The  proceedings  in  other  places  were  fimilar,  and 
much  of  the  fame  kind  through  all  the  colonies. — • — = 
The  convention  of  Maryland  appointed  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney for  purchafing   arms   and  ammunition,  and   the 
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provincial  afTembly  of  Philadelphia  in  the  end  of  Ja- 
nuary pafTed  a  refolution  for  the  encouragement  of 
manufafturing  gunpowder. 

The  afTembly  of  New- York,  which  met  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year,  differed  indeed  from  the  reft 
of  the  continent.  Af'ter  feveral  debates  upon  the 
queftion  concerning  acceding  to  the  general  cbngrefs, 
it  was  rejefted  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  very  fmall 
majority,  About  this  time  the  friends  of  government, 
by  inflrucTtions  from  Britain,  formed  a  reprefentation 
of  grievances,'  v/hich  they  propofed  to  lay  before  the 
king  and  parliament  j  in  which  they  were  encouraged 
by  thelieutenant-governor,  imagining  that  as  they  had 
refufed  to  join  the  general  congrefs,  that  their  repre- 
fentation and  petition  would  meet  with  acceptance  j 
but  this  petition  and  reprefentation  was  as  ineffedtual 
as  many  others. 

The  new  provincial  congrefs  of  MalTachufetts-Bay 
afTembled  upon  the  I'ft  of  February  at  Cambridge,  and 
purfued  the  fame  plan  that  had  been  marked  out  for 
them  by  their  predecefTors.  Among  other  refolu- 
tions  they  publifhed  one  to  inform  the  people,  that 
from  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  Britilh  miniftry  and 
parliament,  there  was  real  caufe  to  fear  that  the  rea- 
fonable  and  juft  application  of  that  continent  to  Great 
Britain  for  peace,  liberty,  and  fafety,  would  not  meet 
with  a  favourable  reception 3  but  on  the  contrary, 
from  the  large  reinforcement  of  troops,  expeded  in 
that  colony,  the  general  appearance,  and  the  tenor  of 
intelligence  from  Great  Britain,  they  had  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  the  fudden  deitrudiion  of  that  colony 
was  intended,  for  refufing  with  the  other  American 
colonies,  tamely  to  fubmit  to  what  they  termed^  the 
moft  ignominious  flavery.  They  therefore  urged  in 
the  flrongeft  manner,   the  militia  in  general,  and  the 
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minute  men  in  particular,  to  fpare  neither  time,  pains, 
nor  expence,  at  fo  critical  a  jundlure,  in  perfediing 
themfelves  in  military  difcipline.  They  pafled  other 
refolutions  for  the  providing  and  making  of  fire  arms 
and  bayonets,  and  renewed  more  flriclly  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  former  congrels,  concerning  not  fupplyino- 
the  troops  at  Bofton  with  any  of  thofe  neceffaries 
which  are  peculiarly  requifite  for  the  military  fervice. 
The  markets  of  Bofton  being  ftill  open  for  the  fupply 
of  provifions.  The  diftinftion  that  is  here  made  be- 
tween the  militia  and  the  minute  men  may  perhaps  not 
be  underftood  by  fome.  The  meaning  of  this  diftinc- 
tion  is,  that  a  feledt  body  of  the  militia  were  engaged 
to  hold  themfelves  ready  upon  all  bccafions,  and  at  the 
ihorteft  notice,  for  a6lual  fervice.  That  is,  according 
to  thephrafe,  to  be  ready  at  a  minute's  Warning.  Ori 
jChis  account  they  are  ftiled  minute  men;  and  they 
have  {hewn,  by  their  readinefs  and  adlivity  fince,  the 
propriety  of  their  name. 

The  meetings  of  the  general  congrefs,  and  the  con- 
ventions of  particular  provinces,  were  a  dreadful  eye- 
fore  to  the  government.  The  fecretary  of  Hate  for 
the  American  department,  iffued  a  circular  letter,  for- 
bidding, in  the  King's  name,  and  under  the  pain  of 
his  difpleafure,  the  election  of  deputies  for  the  enfuing 
general  congrefsj  but  this  letter  produced  no  effedt. 
The  eleftion  took  place  every  where,  and  even  in  the 
province  of  New- York,  notwithftanding  their  late 
promifing  proceedings.  Matters  continued  very  quiet 
at  Boilon,  which  happened  on  account  of  the  injunc- 
tions of  the  general  congrefs,  more  than  from  the  fhips 
of  war  that  crowded  the  harbour,  or  the  force  that 
was  ftationed  in  the  town.  The  cakn  was,  however, 
precarious  and  fidlitious.  Abundance  of  fuel  liad 
been    gathered  on   both  fides,  fufficiently  prepared 

to 
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to  kindle  with  the  fmalleft  fparkj  more  was  prepar- 
ing, and  the  leaft  touch  was  likely  to  kindle  a  ge- 
neral conflagration.  Upon  the  26th  of  February, 
General  Gage  fent  a  detachment  of  troops,  under 
the  command  of  a  field  officer,  to  feize,  fome  brafs  can- 
non he  had  been  informed  were  depofitcd  in  the  town 
of  Salem.  Thefe  failed  aboard  a  ti  anfport  to  Marble- 
head,  which  lies  four  miles  fouth  of  Salem,  and  about 
fourteen  miles  from  the  town  of  Bofton  j  from  rhence 
they  marched  to  Salem,  where  they  found  no  cannon. 
They  were,  however,  fufpicious  that  they  had  been 
carried  away  that  morning  in  confequence  of  the  re- 
port of  their  approach,  and  from  this  apprehen- 
fion  marched  farther  into  the  country,  in  hopes  of 
overtaking  them.  In  this  purfuit  they  arrived  at 
^  draw-bridge  over  a  fmall  river,  where  a  number  of 
the  country  people  were  affembled,  and  thofe  on  the 
oppofice  fide  had  taken  up  the  bridge  to  prevent  their 
pafTage.  The  commanding  officer  ordered  the  bridge 
to  be  let  down,  which  the  people  peremptorily  refufed 
to  do,  faying,  that  it  was  a  private  road,  and  he  had 
no  authority  to  demand  a  paffage  that  way;  for  both 
fides  ftill  profeffed  to  keep  the  public  peace,  though 
war  was  in  their  hearts,  and  till  the  fword  was  drawn 
all  refiftance  was  carried  on  upon  legal  grounds  and 
pretences.  If  this  was  aclually  a  private  road,  the 
foldiers  had  no  right  to  commit  a  trefpafs  from  4pi"e- 
tence  of  feeking  cannon,  where  they  were  not  likely 
to  find  any,  and  the  people  had  an  undoubted  right 
to  difputethe  paffage  with  the  military  as  they  were 
off  the  king's  highway,  and  not  travelling  in  the  com- 
mon road  where  fuch  travellers  were  wont  to  pafs. 
The  officer,  who  feems  to  have  confidered  himfelf 
in  an  enem.y's  country,  and  not  in  a  country  where 
he  was  amenable  to  the  laws,  was  determined  to 
force  his  paffage,  and  perceiving  a  boat  near  at  hand, 
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determined  to  make  ufe  of  it  to  gain  the  pofTeiTion  of 
the  bridge.— But  the  country  people  perceiving  his 
defign,  feveral  of  them  jumped  into  it,  and  with  axes 
cut  holes  in  its  bottom,  which  occafioned  afcuffle  be- 
tween them  and  the  foldiers  in  and  about  the  boat. 
Things  were  now  tending  to  extremities,  and  the  com- 
mander feemed  determined  to  force  his  paffage,  and 
the  others  were  as  refolucely  bent  to  prevent  it.     In 
this  fituation  were  matters,  when  a  clergyman  in  the 
-neighbourhood,   who  had  attended   the  whole  tranf- 
.  a6l;ion,remonftrMted  with  the  officer,  who  was  lieute- 
nant colonel,  upon  the  fatal  confequences  that  would 
enfue,  provided  he  made  ufe  of  force  j  and  finding  that 
the  officer  flood  upon   a  point  of  honour  in  making 
good  his  paffage,  more  than  any  other  thing,  for  it  was 
then  too  late  to  go  in  fearch  of  the  cannon,   he   per- 
ifuaded  the  people  to  let  down  the. bridge,  which    the 
-troops  took   polfefiion  of.     The  colonel  having  r^nt 
a  detachment  a  ihort  way  into  the  country,  in  exercife 
of  his  right  wbichheaflumed,  they  immediately  return- 
ed without  molellation  on  board  the  tranfport.     Thus 
ended  the   firft    expedition,  without  producing  any 
material  effed,  and  without  much  mifchief.     But  it  now 
appeared  how  fmall  a  matter  would  have  produced  hofti- 
litiesand  in  what  a  precarious  fituation  the  peace  of  the 
empire  now  was;  and  that  the  leaft  exertion  of  the  mili- 
tary would  certainly  bring   m.atters  to  an  extremity. 
There  was  one  thing  which  greatly  exafperated  the  co- 
lonifts,  and  that  was,  the  act  for  taking  away  their  char- 
ters, and  for  protecting  the  military  from  any  trial  in  the 
province;  this  made  them  confider  themfelves  as  unden 
a  military  government.  Every  motion  of  the  military 
body  became  fufpeded,  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  people 
was  confidered  as  an  exertion  of  the  mofl  hateful  and 
odious  tyranny.     This  appearance  of  rcfiflance  great- 
ly offended  and  irritated  the  military,  who^  from  this 
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time,  appear  to  have  lived  upon  worfe  terms  with  the 
people  of  Bofton,  than  they  had  done  before.  Men 
who  had  been  bred  to  the  profeffion  of  arms,  and 
confider  all  inferiors  merely  under  the  command  of 
their  fuperiors,  and  bound  to  obey  them  without aflcing 
or  giving  any  other  reafon  for  their  doing  fo,  than  that 
they  are  commanded,  confider  all  oppofition  to  their 
v/ill  and  pleafure  as  the  mod  heinous  tranfgreflion. 
It  becomes  natural  to  them  to  rule  over  all  whom  they 
have  power,  according  to  the  military  law,  for  which 
reafon  they  become  very  difagreeable  neighbours  to 
ail  thofe  who  have  jull  ideas  of  liberty,  and  purfue  the 
rights  of  human"  nature.  The  Britifh  foldiery  imagi- 
ning, as  indeed  was  the  cafe,  that  they  were  fent  to 
BoPcon  to  rule  the  town,  and  aft  towards  the  people 
as  rebels  to  the  king,  began  to  infult  the  inhabitants, 
and  to  behave  as  in  an  enemy's  country.  Several  of 
their  outrages  were  now  complained  of,  and  all  things 
feemed  to  tend  to  a  general  rupture.  The  crifis  faft 
approached  when  all  lefler  calamities  were  to  be  for- 
gotten, in  a  general  contemplation  of  thofe  of  a  great-' 
er  and  more  ferious  nature. 

The  provincials  having  collecfled  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  military  ftores  at  the  town  of  Concord, 
v/here  the  provincial  congrcfs  was  fitting,  General 
Gage  confidered  it  as  expedient  to  detach  a  party  of 
the  troops  to  deftroy  them.  Lieut.  Colonel  Smith, 
and  Major  Pitcairn,  with  the  grenadiers  and  light-in- 
fantry of  the  army,  were  detached  for  that  purpofe. 
It  was  confidently  reported  and  believed  at  that  time, 
that  this  military  appointment  had  another  objeft  in 
view,  and  that  the  intention  thereof  principally  was, 
to  feize  MelTrs.  Hancock  and  Adams,  thefe  great  ob- 
noxious leaders  of  what  was  called  the  facflion,  which 
was  againll  the  new  form  of  government.  This  de- 
tachment 
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tachment  is  faid  to  have  confided  of  920  men,  prepar- 
ed and  appointed  for  the  purpofe.  This  body  of 
troops  enibarked  on  the  night  preceeding  the  19th  of 
April,  and  landed  at  a  place  called  Phipp's  Farm, 
about  fix  miles  north-weft  from  Charleftown  Ferry  5 
from  therice  they  proceeded  in  their  march  with  greac 
filence  and  expedition^  towards  Concord.  This  town 
ftands  Oil  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river  of  the  fame  name, 
fomfctimes  alfo  called  Billerika,  which  runs  into  the 
river  Mirimak,  a  little  below  the  falls  of  Pantuket. 
On  the  road  to  Concord  ftands  Lexington,  about  five 
miles  towards  the  eaft;  thither  the  troops  marched 
with  great  expedition.  Several  oflicers  upon  horfe- 
back  fcoured  the  country,  and  fecured  all  the  people 
which  they  found  in  their  way  at  that  early  time,  left 
they  ftiould  give  the  alarm  to  the  inhabitants,  who 
would  be  ready  to  rife  in  arms  to  oppofe  their  defighs. 
This  precaution,  though  it  was  abundantly  prudent^ 
did  not  prevent  the  town  and  the  country  people  from 
receiving  notice  of  their  approach,  which  they  foon  dif- 
covered  by  the  firingof  guns  and  ririgingof  bells.  They 
were  now  aflembling  in  the  neighbouring  villages  be- 
fore day-light,  and  making  preparations  fortheevenc 
which  they  feared.  Upon  the  troops  arriving  at  Lex-- 
ington  at  five  in  the  morning,  they  found  the  company 
of  militia  belonging  to  the  town,  afiembled  upon  a 
green  near  the  road ;  upon  which  an  officer  in  the 
van  called  out,  "  Difperfe  ye  rebels ;  throw  down 
your  arms  and  difperfes"  the  foldiers  at  the  fame  time 
running  up  with  loud  huzzas,  fired  fome  fcattering 
ftiot,  and  then  gave  a  general  difcharge,  by  which 
eight  of  the  militia  were  killed,  and  feveral  wounded*  ] 
This  was  the  firft  fhedding  of  blood  that  happened  in 
this  unhappy  and  unnatural  conteft.  Much  pains  have 
been  taken  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion  to  prove 
Vol.  I.  K  k  k  the 
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the  others  the  aggrelTors  upon  this  occafion.  The 
gazette  affirmed,  that  the  troops  were  fired  upon  from 
fome  neighbouring  houfes  ;  but  for  this  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  the  fmallefl  evidence.  The  gazettes 
about  that  time  were  fo  inconfiftent  and  badly  com- 
pofed,  often  contradidled  by  the  friends  of  govern- 
ment that  were  upon  the  fpot,  that  the  public  have 
fince  given  very  little  credit  to  them.  It  appeared 
from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  evidence,  as  well  as  of 
our  own  peopie  who  were  taken  prifoners,  as  from 
many  of  the  piovincials,  all  whofe  depofitions  were 
taken  by  proper  magiftrates,  that  the  firing  both  at 
Lexington  and  Concord,  was  begun  by  the  king's 
troops.  It  is  not  at  all  probable  that  thofe  in  the 
houfes  would  have  expofed  the  lives  of  their  friends 
in  the  militia  who  were  ftanding  in  a  manner  under 
the  muzzles  of  the  guns  of  the  foldiers,  by  firing  upon 
the  troops  from  th^ir  covers.  The  few  militia  who 
were  now  in  the  power  of  the  troops,  may  be  con-r 
ceived  as  fufficient  pledges  to  prevent  any  outrage 
from  their  friends  and  neighbours  in  the  adjoining 
houfes. 

After  this  execution,  the  detachment  proceeded  to 
Concord,  the  commanding  officer  having  previoufly 
difpatched  fix  companies  of  light  infantry,  to  poflefs 
two  bridges  which  lay  beyond  the  town,  upon  the 
Sudbury  and  North  Concord,  with  a  defign  to  pre-, 
vent  any  of  the  ftores  from  being  carried  away,  or 
the  two  devoted  rebels,  Adams  and  Hancock,  from 
cfcaping.  It  happened,  however,  that  they  were 
difappointed  in  both  their  views;  for  they  could  not 
find  thefe  two  obnoxious  perfons,  and  except  three 
old  cannon,  and  a  fmsll  quantity  of  flour,  they  found 
nothing  of  confequence.  They  indeed  did  execution 
upon  the  cannon  by  rendering  them  unferviceable, 
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and  moft  heroicaJIv  threw  the  barrels  of  flour  into  the 
river.  About  a  year  after,  that  flour  would  have  been 
of  fome  fervice  to  the  fame  troops,  when  they  were 
cooped  up  in  Bofl:on.  It  argues  a  great  malignity  of 
temper  to  deftroy  the  bounties  of  providence,  for 
fear  that  our  enemies  Ihould  enjoy  them.  We  have 
certainly  aright,  provided  we  are  in  want  of  provi- 
fions,  to  prefer  ourfelves  to  our  enemies;  but  wan- 
tonly to  deftroy  corn  and  flour,  for  fear  others  fhould 
ufe  it,  is  a  warring  with  providence,  and  declaring,  we 
have  no  confidence  in  the  juftice  of  our  caufe.  Wea- 
pons of  war,  and  inftruments  of  hoftility,  may  law- 
fully be  deftroyed  in  the  hands  of  our  foes,  or  takeii 
away  from  them  whether  we  need  them  or  not,  but  to' 
deftroy  that  food  which  is  the  general  fupport  of  all 
men,  for  fear  thofe  we  call  enemies  fliould  ufe  it,  af- 
fords a  different  moral  refleftion.  Befides,  at  this  time 
thefe  colonifts  had  not  Ihewn  any  a6ts  of  enmity  a- 
gainft  the  troops  j  they  were  therefore  both  feeking  to 
ftarve  and  murder  their  friends  and  countrymen.  The 
colonifts  appear  to  have  induftrioufly  avoided  engag- 
ing in  hoftilities  on  this  occafionj  for  a  body  of  mili- 
tia, which  occupied  a  hill  in  the  way  between  Concord 
and  the  bridge,  retired,  and  pafled  along  it  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  troops,  which  immediately  took  pofief- 
fion  thereof.  This  fhews  that  they  did  not  intend  to 
have  begun  hoftilities  at  this  time,  otherwife  they 
would  have  difputed  the  paffage  of  the  bridge  with 
the  light  infantry,  which  they  might  eafily  have  done. 
The  militia  had  not  retired  far  till  they  perceived  fe- 
veral  fires  in  the  town,  which  they  imagined  were 
houfes  in  flames i  they  therefore  returned  towards  the' 
bridge  which  they  had  pafled,  which  lay  diredly  in 
their  way.  Upon  this  the  light  infantry  retired  on  the 
Concord  fide  of  the  river,  and  began  to  pull  up  the 
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bridge  J  but  upon  the  approach  of  the  militia,  who 
feemed  induftrioufly  to  avoid  beginning  the  attack, 
and  made  as  if  they  intended  to  pafg  as  common  tra- 
vellers, the  foldiers  immediately  fired  and  killed  two 
men.  The  provincials  returned  the  fire,  and  a  Ikir- 
mifli  infued  at  the  bridge,  in  which  the  king's  troops 
were  put  into  fome  confufion,  and  were  forced  to  re- 
treat, having  feveral  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  a 
lieutenant  and  fome  others  taken  prifoners.  This  ful- 
ly proves  that  the  provincials  had  no  intention  of  be-' 
ginning  hoftilities  at  this  time ;  for  they  might  have 
at  firfl  difputed  the  bridge  with  the  troops,  had  they 
dcfigned  to  have  come  to  blows,  pfiore  eafily  than  to 
drive  them  from  the  poiTefllon  of  it.  The  country  now 
arofe  upon  the  king's  troops ;  they  were  attacked  on 
all  quarters,  and  fkirmilh  fucceeded  fkirmiih.  A  con- 
tinued, though  fcattered  and  irregular  fire,  Avas  main- 
tained through  the  whole  of  a  long  and  very  hot  day. 
The  troops  did  not  find  itfo  cafy  in  marching  back  as 
they  did  in  marchrag  from  Bofton.  All  the  way  be- 
tween Concord  and  Lexington  the  houfes,  walls,  and 
covers,  were  lined  with  armed  men,  which  conilantly 
annoyed  the  troops,  and  they  were  purfued  and  attack- 
ed in  the  rear  by  the  militia  which  defeated  them  at  the 
bridge.  ^Thcy  were  now  in  a  very  critical  fituation, 
and  much  diftreffed,  which  evils  they  had  brought 
upon  themfelves,  by  their  rafhnefs  in  fliedding  blood 
>vhen  they  had  no  occafion;  they  were  now  likely  to 
fufi'er  feverely,  when  Lord  Percy  arrived  at  Lexing- 
ton with  a  flrong  reinforcement  for  their  relief  and 
afllllance.  General  Gage,  either  through  fufpicion 
of  what  would  happen,  or  froni  knowing  what  orders 
he  had  given  to  Colonel  Smith,  had  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, fent  off  Earl  Percy  with  fixteen  companies  of  foot, 
^  detachment  of  marines,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon 
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tofupport  the  operations  of  the  Colonel.  This  rein- 
forcement was  juft  arrived  as  the  fatigued  troops  re- 
turned to  Lexington.  This  frefh  affiftance  was  the 
more  acceptable  and  feafonabk,  as  the  troops  are  faid 
to  have  been  run  (hort  of  all  kinds  of  amnminition; 
but  fuppofe  that  had  not  been  the  cafe,  it  was  impofTi- 
ble  for  them  to  have  efcaped  being  cut  off",  or  being 
taken,  in  the  journey  of  fifteen  miles  they  had  to  make 
before  they  arrivec}  at  Bofton. 

'  This  powerful  fupport  gave  them  a  breathing,  and 
the  cannon  was  of  great  fervice  to  them.  Thefe  kept 
the  purfuers  at  fome  diftance,  as  they  had  no  ordinance 
of  the  ifame  kind  to  anfwer  them.  But  when  the 
troops  refumed  their  march  the  attack  became  more 
fierce  and  violent;  the  country  afTembled  on  all  fides, 
and  attacked  the  forces  with  the  utmofl  fury.  Many 
were  killed  in  the  retieat  by  people  that  v/atched  the 
approach  of  the  troops  behind  walls,  hedges,  and 
ditches,  and  the  danger  encreafed  until  fiin-fetting, 
when  they  arrived  at  Charleflown  in  a  moft  Ihattered 
and  fatigued  fituation.  All  things  confidered,  both 
officers  and  men,  who  did  not  fall  by  the  way,  made 
an  exceeding fwift  and  expeditious  march  back  to  Bof- 
ton. What  on  this  occafion  was  exceedingly  fingular 
was,  the  troops  accufed  the  provincials  of  cruelty,  and 
upbraided  them  with  cowardice;  though  their  behavi- 
our to  their  prifoners  fliewed  the  accufation  to  be 
falfe,  and  the  defeating  the  king's  troops  fliewed  their 
alTertion  of  cowardice  to  be  unjull.  It  had  long  been 
the  tone  of  military  men,  that  the  colonifls  were  cow- 
ards and  would  not  fight,  but  they  began  now  to  ex- 
perience to  their  coft  that  they  had  been  greatly  mif- 
taken.  Courage  is  a  thing  that  may  be  acquired 
more  ways  than  one  j  and  is  not  confined  to  thofe  who 
make  war  a  profelTion.     When   men  are  perfuaded 
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of  the  juftnefs  of  their  caufe,  and  are  endowed  with 
equal  bodily  ftrength,  a  little  practice  in  arnns  will 
render  them  as  courageous  as  others ;  and  in  propor- 
tion as  they  purfue  the  ideas  of  juflice  and  true  liber- 
ty, their  courage  will  be  more  fteady,  rational,  and 
deliberate.  People  often  miftake  madnefs  and  fury 
for  courage,  when,  through  the  heat  of  pafTion,  they 
rifk  their  lives  for  what  neither  their  reafon  nor  con- 
fcience  can  approve;  and  often  necelTity  pafTcs  under 
the  fame  appellation;  when  men  are  obliged,  by  the 
force  of  command,  to  venture  their  lives  one  way, 
otherwife  it  will  be  taken  from  them  in  another. 
Neither  of  thefe  deferve  the  name  of  true  courage, 
for  both  of  them  may  be  found  in  other  animals  as 
well  as  in  man.  Juftice  is  the  foundation  of  courage; 
all  other  exertions  of  force  is  violence  and  madnefs. 
There  are  fome  fpecies  of  courage  like  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  faid  he  would  chearfully  go  to  hell,  pro- 
vided he  could  obtain  the  ruin  of  a  clafs  of  people  he 
greatly  abhorred. — This  was  daring  courage,  and 
wrought  up  to  a  great  pitch. 

This  unfortunate  beginning  of  the  American  war 
was  not  attended  with  fo  great  a  lofs  of  men  on  either 
fide,  as  might  have  been  expelled  from  the  length,  ir- 
regularity and  variety  of  the  engagement.  This  muft 
be  attributed  to  the  provincials  having  few  men  at 
firft,  and  to  their  afterwards  being  kept  at  a  dillance  by 
the  cannon  of  the  king's  troops.  His  majelly's  forces 
as  is  natural  to  fuppole,  fuffered  much  upon  this  occa- 
fion;  though  it  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  the  number  of 
killed  and  wounded  in  this  unfortunate  expedition. 
According  to  the  nearefl  and  bell  calculation  that  has 
yec  been  given;  of  the  king's  troops  there  were  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken,  273.  Of  thefe  65  were  killed, 
2  lieutenants,  and  about  ao  private  men  were  taken 
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prifonersy  and  Colonel  Smith,  with  another  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  feveral  officers  were  wounded.  Accord- 
ing to  the  provincial  accounts,  which  gave  the  names 
and  places  of  abode  of  rhofe  who  fell  on  their  fide, 
there  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded,  including  thole  that 
were  killed  in  the  morning  at  Lexington,  amounted 
only  to  about  60,  of  which  near  two  thirds  were 
killed. 

By  the  bed  accounts,  there  were  near  2000  of  the 
beft  troops  in  his  majeily's  fervice,  that  were  at  this 
time  (lationed  at  Bofton,  employed  in  this  expedition. 
The  event  proved  to  ademonftration,  how  ill  inform- 
ed many  people  at  home  were,  who  affirmed,  that  500 
men  would  force  their  way  through  the  whole  conti- 
nent of  America,  and  the  fight  of  a  grenadier  would 
be  fufficient  to  put  the  whole  American  army  to  flight. 
Such  idle  and  unguarded  afi^ertions,  even  after  this 
unfortunate  expedition,  were  frequently  uttered  by 
the  friends  of  the  government,  as  they  called  them- 
felves;  and  the  cowardice  of  the  provincials  was  ftill 
infifted  on  by  perlbns  who,  either  through  ignorance 
or  prejudice,  where  difpofed  to  perfift  in  their  miftake. 

After  this  expedition  was  over,  each  party  charged 
the  other  with  the  moft  inhuman  ads  of  cruelty. 
This  has  always  been  common  in  civil  wars,  and  on 
fuch  occafions  it  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  the  exaft  point 
of  truth  on  either  fide.  Sometimes  the  woril  part  of 
the  charge  i&  too  true,  which  is  no  argument  in  favour 
of  the  purity  of  human  nature.  Qn  this  occafion 
both  parties  were  no  doubt  ready  to  give  ftrong  co- 
lourings to  the  conduct  and  tranfa6tions  of  each  other, 
and  to  exaggerate  their  aftions  and  their  criminality. 
The  colonifts  were  charged  by  the  king's  troops 
of  being  guilty  of  the  moit  fhocking  barbarity  to  the 
foldiers    that   fell    into   their  hands;   whereas,  fome 
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officers  and  men,  who  were  wounded  and  taken 
prifoners,  gave  public  teftimonials  of  the  humanity 
with  which  they  were  treated.  And  the  provincial 
commanders  fent  an  offer  to  General  Gage,  to  admit 
his  furgeons  to  come  and  drefs  his  wounded  men. 

The  colonifts,  on  the  other  hand,  charged  the 
troops  with  killing  the  old  and  infirm,  the  unarmed 
and  the  wounded  j  with  burning  houfes,  and  plunder- 
ing every  thing  that  came  in  their  way.  Confidering 
the  charafter  of  foldiers  in  thefe  modern  times,  this  is 
not  at  all  unlikely;  for  though  in  our  army  there  are 
both  officers  and  common  men  that  have  honour  and 
humanity,  yet  there  are  fuch  a  great  number  of  officers 
that  are  mere  foldiers  of  fortune,  and  common  men 
coUefted  from  the  dregs  of  mankind,  that  it  is  next  to 
impoffible  to  reftrain  them  from  evil  when  it  is  in  the 
power  of  their  hands  to  do  it.  It  would  have  been  a 
greater  wonder  if  no  fuch  cruelties  had  happened, 
than  that  they  fliould  have  fallen  out  in  the  time  of 
adlion,  when  fuch  a  number  of  wicked  people  were 
concerned.  But  this  is  more  to  be  imputed  to  the 
impoffibility  of  reflraining  bad  men  in  the  time  of  ac- 
tion, than  to  the  intentions  of  government,  or  of  the 
principal  commanders  in  the  army.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  provincials  would  be  ready  to  give 
flrong  colourings  to  every  appearance  of  feverity, 
whicii  the  troops  might  proceed  to,  from  the  confider-- 
ation  that  they  were  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion.  We  muft: 
therefore,  after  examining  all  circumftances,  deter- 
mine according  to  the  neareft  degree  of  certainty,  or 
the  highcll  degree  of  probability. 

This  affair  at  Concord  put  the  whole  province  ia 
motion,  and  alfo  alarmed  the  whole  continent  of 
America.  All  New-England  was  almoft  in  armsj 
for  although  a   fufficienc  number  were  affembletl   to 
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inveft  the  king's  troops  in  Bofton,  it  was  with  difficulty 
that  thofe  who  were  haftily  marching  from  different 
parts,  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  return  to  their  re- 
Ipedtive  places  of  abode.  Every  road  that  diredled 
to  Bofton  was  crouded  with  men  in  armour,  marching 
to  the  alTiftance  of  their  friends  in  diftrefs.  General 
Wafhington,  with  the  Virginian  horfe  and  riflemen, 
were  marching  from  the  Ibuth,  the  New-Hampfhire 
troops  and  rangers  advancing  by  two  ways  from  the 
north,  and  thofe  of  Connefticut  and  Rhode  Ifland  were 
pofting  from  the  fouth  by  another  way.  Along  with 
thefe  laft  were  a  company  of  artillery,  and  waggons 
with  Itores  and  provifions.  The  body  of  militia  af- 
fembled  in  the  province  of  Maflachuflett's-Bay,  before 
the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  the  other  provinces, 
amounted  to  near  20,000,  under  the  command  of  the 
Generals  Ward,  Pribble,  Heath,  Prefcot,  and  Thomas. 
Thefe  gentlemen  were  before  only  colonels,  but  now 
a6led  in  the  capacity  of  generals  j  who,  having  fixed 
their  head  quarters  at  Cambridge,  feven  miles  north 
weft  of  Bofton,  formed  a  line  of  encampment,  which 
on  the  right  extended  to  Roubury,  towards  the  fouth 
about  the  fame  diftance  from  Bofton  as  Cambridge;  on 
the  fouth-weft,  along  the  fide  of  Charles' River,  oppo- 
iite  to  Watertown,  about  ten  miles  from  Bofton  i  and 
on  the  north  along  the  fide  of  Myftic  River,  near  to 
the  fame  diftance  from  the  tov^n.  The  diftance  be- 
tween the  points  was  very  near  thirty  miles.  Thefe 
were  joined  by  General  Putnam,  an  old  officer,  who 
had  acquired  experience  and  reputation  in  the  two 
laft  wars.  He  encamped,  with  a  body  of  Conne(fticuc 
forces,  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  to  be  ready  to  fupporc 
thofe  who  were  before  the  town. 

The  aff'air  of  Concord  and  Lexington  greatly  ex- 
ceed the  indignation  of  the  other  colonies,  and  they 
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prepared  for  war  with  as  much  zeal  as  if  an  enemy  had 
already  appeared  at  their  doors.  It  was  a  circumftance 
which  gave  fpirit  to  the  reft  of  the  colonies,  that  the 
militia  of  New-England  had  been  able  to  make  fuch 
a  o-ood  defence,  and  in  a  manner  even  beat  the  king's 
troops ;  this  was  reported  and  publiftied  with  great 
exultation,  and  it  muft  be  allowed  that  it  was  an  event 
that  neither  themfelves,  or  any  others,  expeded  ta 
have  fallen  out  at  that  time.  Thole  who  fell  in  the 
aftion  were  lamented  with  deep  concern,  and  honour- 
ed not  only  as  patriots,  but  as  martyrs  for  thecaufe  of 
liberty,  who  had  nobly  facrificed  their  lives  for  the 
freedom  of  their  country,  and  died  like  heroes  in  that 
great  caufe.  The  cruelties  and  outrages  of  the  king's 
forces  were  now  painted  in  fuch  a  light  at  the  funerals 
of  thofe  who  were  llain  in  this  acftion,  that  the  fpeeches 
and  reports  which  were  made,  however  juftly  or  un- 
juftly  founded,  produced  a  great  effefl,  and  encreafed 
like  a  violent  flame  throughout  the  whole  continent. 

The  provincial  congrefs,  which  was  now  removed 
to  Watertown,  drew  up  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Great-Britainjin  which  they  ftated  the  moft  material 
particulars  that  related  to  the  engagement  at  Concord, 
and  endeavoured  to  fhew  that  hoftilities  were  firft  be- 
gun by  the  king^s  troops,  and  that  blood  was  firft  fhed 
at  Lexington  by  the  regular  forces.  They  alfo  com- 
plain of  the  ravages  committed  by  the  troops  in  their 
retreat,  and  feem  to  place  much  confidence  in  the 
honour,  wifdom,  and  valour  of  Britons,  from  which 
they  cxpe6t  their  interference  in  preventing  meafures 
which  they  reprefent  as  equally  ruinous  to  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonies.  They  alfo  made  great  pro- 
felTions  of  their  loyalty,  but  at  the  fame  time  declare, 
that  they  will  not  tamely  fubmit  to  the  tyranny  of  a 
cruel  miniftry ;  and  they  appeal  to  heaven,  that  they 
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are  determined  to  be  free.  The  provincial  congrefs 
alfo  pafTed  a  vote  for  marlhalling  and  fupporting  an 
army  i  fixed  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  foldiers,  and 
publifhed  rules  and  orders  for  its  regulation  and  go- 
vernment. For  this  purpofe  they  pafTed  a  vote  for 
ifliaing  a  confiderable  lum  in  paper  currency,  which 
was  to  be  received  in  all  cafes  as  money,  and  the  faith 
of  the  province  pledged  for  its  payment;  this  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  payment  of  the  troops...  jThe  term  foi; 
which  they  were  chofen  was  to  expire  on  the  icth 
of  May,  fo  they  gave  notice  for  a  new  election  for 
members  to  the  next  cono-refs,  which  was  to  meet  on 

^  '  '  >  ■■.■■♦ 

the  31ft  of  that  month,  at  the  fame  place,  and  to  be 
continued  for  fix  months  and  no  longer.  They  alfo 
pafTed  a  vote,  declaring  General  Gage  utterly  difqujii- 
iied  and  incapable  of  ferving  the  colony  as  governor,' 
or  in  any  other  capacity,  and  that  in  future  no  obe- 
dience was  due  to  him ;  but  on  the  contrary*  that  he 
ought  to  be  guarded  againft,  and  confidered.  as  a  moft 
inveterate  enemy  to  the  country. 

As  one  thing  generally  brings  on  another,  and  the 
colifion  of  parties,  for  the  moft  part,  breaks  in  the 
end  into  outrage,  the  oppofition  to  government  at  lafl 
ifTued  in  feizing  the  revenues  and  magazines  that  be- 
longed to  the  king.  In  New-Jerfey  they  feized  the 
treafury,  and  applied  it  againft  government,*  and  for 
the  purpofe  of  their  own  defence.  There  was  at  this 
time  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  in  Jerfey  ,for  the 
purpofes  of  government,  which  was  now  appropriated 
for  paying  the  new  levies  which  were  carrying  on  for 
the  defence  of  the  colonies.  At  the  fame  timej^  with- 
out confulting  with  one  another,  a  Itop  was  made  al- 
moft  every  where  to  the  exportation  o{  provifions; 
and  in  fome  places  all  kind  of  exportation  was  ftopt, 
till  the  fentiments  of  the  general  congrefs  was  taken 
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concernins:  that  fuhjeft.  Lord  North's  conciliatory 
plan,  or  the  reiblution  founded  upon  it,  was  totally 
rejefted  by  the  aflembly  of  rhiladelphia  and  New- 
Jerfey ;  nor  was'  it  regarded  or  received  in  any  place. 
While  things  were  going  on  in  this  manner,  the 
crovernor  and  forces  in  Bofton,  as  alfo  the  inhabi- 
tunts,  continued  clbfely  blocked  up  by  land,  and  be- 
ing ihut  out  from  frfefh  provifions  and  vegetables, 
which  could  eafily  have  been  afforded  from  the  neigh- 
bouring countries,  they  began  to  feel  and  experience  a 
real  diftrefs.  The  inhabitants  were  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion  with  the  forces,  and  had  no  other  refources  for 
fubfiftencej  this  made  the  provincials  watch  the  more 
carefully  to  keep  out  any  fupply,  thinking  the  foldiers 
would  fuffer  the  inhabitants  to  depart,  for  fear  of  an 
abfolute  famine;  of  at  leaft  that  the  women  and  chil- 
dren would  be  fuffered  to  depart,  which  was  repeat- 
edly required  and  applied  for.  There  is  fome  reafon 
•'to  imagine  that  the  governor  confidered  the  inhabi- 
tants as  neceflary  hoftages  for  the  feCurity  of  the  town 
at  leaft,  if  not  for  the  fafety  of  the  troops.  This  had 
as  much  the  appearance  of  cowardice  as  any  thing 
that  appeared  in  the  conduct  of  the  provincials;  for 
it  argued  that  they  were  afraid  either  to  fight  the  co- 
lonifts  in  the  open  field,  or  to  defend  the  town  againft 
their  force.  To  keep  women,  old  men,  and  children 
confined  for  a  fecurity  for  their  owri  fafety,  argued 
that  they  were  either  afraid  to  fight,  or  believed  they 
were  not  able  to  conquer  the  force  that  was  before 
the  town.  It  had  often  been  aflcrted  at  home,  that 
a  few  regular  troops  would  go  through  all  America, 
but  now  a  general,  with  a  number  of  the  beft  troops 
in  the  fervice,'was  cooped  up  in  a  town,  and  durft  not 
even  (lay  in  it  without  old  men,  women  and  children, 
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to  guard  them.  This  had  a  very  bad  appearance,  and 
gave  confiderate  people  reafon  to  conclude  that  the 
ininiftry  were  greatly  miftaken  in  their  conjeftures. 

The  general  at  laft  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  towns-people,  that  if  th^y  would  deliver  up  their 
arms,  they  fhould  have  liberty  to  go  where  they  plea- 
fed  j  and  carry  their  efFefts  where  they  had  a  mind. 
This  they  accordingly  didj  but  to  their  amazement 
and  furprize,  the  governor  refufed  to  fulfil  the  condi- 
tions on  his  fide.  This  was  matter  of  great  complaint 
againft  General  Gage;  and  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  it 
favoured  both  of  cowardice  and  difiionefly ;  for  though 
he  had  ftripped  the  towns-people  of  all  their  weapons 
of  defence  by  means  of  treachery,  he  durft  not  flay 
in  it  without  them,  for  fear  of  the  force  that  lay  en- 
camped in  the  neighbourhood.  Many  however,  were 
fufFered  afterwards  to  quit  the  town  at  different  times, 
but  they  were  obliged  to  leave  all  their  effedls  behind 
them;  fo  that  thofe  whohad  hitherto  lived  in  affluence, 
were  at  once  reduced  to  extreme  indigence  and  mifery. 
The  general  congrefs  complained  loudly  of  this  con- 
dud  of  the  general,  and  ranked  the  fufferings  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Bofton  among  the  moft  grievous  and  the 
moft  bitter  of  their  complaints.  They  laid  that  paff- 
ports  were  granted  in  fuch  a  manner  that  families  were 
broken,  and  the  nearell  connexions  feparated;  part 
being  compelled  to  leave  the  town,  and  part  remained 
againft  their  will.  This  was  very  diflionourable  to 
General  Gage,  and  one  could  willi  that  it  had  never 
happened;  but  as- it  was  pofitively  affirmed  by  the 
provincials,  and  never  contradifted,  fo  \l^^  truth  of 
hiftory  requires  it  to  be  fairly  ftated.  1  lie  poor  and 
the  helplefs  were  all  fent  out.  It  is  pofilble  that  the 
ideas  which  General  Gage  had  of  the  Americans  being 
rebels,  made  him  conclude  that  they  were  a  political 
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fort  of  heretics,  with  whom  no  faith  was  to  be  kept, 
which  made  him  break  his  promife  in  fuch  a  flagrant 
manner:  It  is  certain  that  no  man  who  believed  that 
promifes  are  facred  would  have  fo  palpably  violated 
a  voluntary  contrad,  when  it  was  in  his  power  to  have 
performed  it. 

The  continental  congrefs  afTembled  on  the  loth  of 
May  at  Philadelphia,  and  foon  adopted  fuch  meafures 
as  ellablifhed  the  people  in  their  conducfl  and  rcfolu- 
tion.  One  of  their  a6ts  was  for  raifing  an  army,  and 
eftablifhing  a  large  paper  currency  for  its  payment; 
the  fecurity  of  the  united  colonies  which  title  they 
now  affumed,  was  given  for  realizing  the  nominal 
value  of  this  currency.  They  alfo  prohibited  the  fup- 
plying  the  Britifh  fifheries  with  any  kind  of  provifions; 
and  to  inforce  this  prohibition  the  more  effectually, 
they  flop  all  exportation  to  thofe  colonies  and  iflands 
which  flill  remained  in  their  obedience  to  Great-Bri- 
tain. This  was  a  home  ftroke  which  theminiflry  and 
people  in  the  mother  country  were  not  thinking  upon; 
it  was  a  meafure  they  never  apprehended  the  colonifts 
would  have  fallen  upon  in  their  then  fituation.  It 
greatly  diflreffed  the  people  of  Newfoundland,  and  all 
thofe  who  were  employed  in  the  fifheries  ;  infomuch, 
that  to  prevent  an  abfolute  famine,  feveral  fhips  were 
obliged  to  return  light  from  that  flation,  to  carry  out 
cargoes  of  provifions  from  Ireland.  When  the  tidings 
of  this  refolution  came  to  Britain,  it  was  confidered 
as  a  mere  chimera,  and  it  was  faid  that  the  colonifts 
would  not  continue  in  this  refolution,  becaufe  it  would 
greatly  injure  themfelvcs  j  but  thefe  perfons  after- 
wards found  a  fleadinefs  in  the  refolutions  of  the  colo- 
nifts, which  they  never  expefted  would  have  happen- 
ed. The  miniflry  at  home  feem  to  have  been  either, 
ill  informed  concerning  the  temper  of  the   colonifts, 
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or  willing  to  be  deceived;  for  nothing  fell  out  accord- 
ing to  their  profefled  hopes  and  expectations.  In 
the  progrefs  of  future  events  in  this  conteft,  they  al- 
ways found  themfelves  difappointed. 

The  city  and  province  of  New- York,  from  which 
government  had  the  greateft  hopes,  on  account   of 
their  former  refolutions,  upon  receiving  the  news  of 
the  aftion  at  Concord  and  Lexington,  began  to  depart 
from  their  moderation,  and  feemed  to  liave  received 
a  liberal  portion  of  the  common  temper  ahd  fpirit  that 
operated  in   the    other  colonies.     A  moft  numerous 
aflbciation  was  formed,  and  a  provincial  congrefs  was 
chofen.     The  fituation  of  the  city  and  province  was 
at  this  time  very  critical;  for  fome  regiments  of  troops 
were  expefted  from  Ireland,  and  as  new-York  is   ex- 
pofed  to  the  fea,  it  was  not  probable  that  it  would  be 
able  to  abide  an  attack.     However,  a  body  of  men 
from    Connedicut  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
that  city,  avowedly  for  its  protC(5lion,  and  with  an  in- 
tention to  fupport  the  difpofition  of  the  people.     But 
as  there  were  fufpicions   of  the  infufficiency  of  this 
force  in  cafe  of  an  attack   by  fea,  they  applied  to   the 
general  congrefs  for  advice  how  to  behave  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  troops.     The  congrefs,  with  a  prudence 
which  would  in  fome  aflemblies  have  been  accounted 
great  wifdom  andfagacity,  advifed  them  for  the  pre- 
fent  to  a6l  defenfively  with  refpe(5t  to  the  troops,  as 
far  as  it  could  be  done  confifrently  with  their  own  fe- 
curityand  fafety; — topermitthem  to  occupy  the  bar- 
racks fo  long  as  they  behaved  quietly  and  peaceably, 
but  not  to  fuffer  them  to  ereft  any  fortifications,  or 
in  any  manner  to  cut  off  the  communication  between 
the  city  and  the  country.  If  they  attempted  hoftilities 
they  lliould  defend  themfelves,  and   repel    force  by 

force. 
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force.  They  alfo  advifed  them  to  provide  for  the  worft 
that  might  happen,  by  fecuring  places  of  retreat  for 
the  women  and  children;  by  removing  the  arms  and 
ammunition  from  the  magazines;  and  by  keeping  a 
fufficient  number  of  men  embodied  for  the  proteftion 
of  the  inhabitants  in  general.  The  departure  of  fuch 
a  number  of  helplefs  objedts  from  the  places  of  their 
habitation,  was  a  very  affefting  fight,  and  an  unufual 
fpeftacle.  That  once  flourifliing  and  trading  city  was 
now  almoil  become  a  wildernefs.  It  was  by  its  own 
inhabitants  devoted  to  the  flames.  It  was  one  happy 
circumftance  for  New- York,  that  the  troops  were 
more  wanted  at  Bofton,  and  did  not  at  this  time  land 
at  that  place.  It  was  probably  not  in  the  favour  of 
government  that  the  troops  did  not  arrive  at  New- 
York  at  this  time;  for  it  gave  both  the  town  and  the 
province  time  to  form,  and  to  confirm  their  refolutions, 
and  to  drink  more  deep  in  the  fame  fources  of  difaf- 
fedtion  with  the  reft  of  the  colonies. 

While  Bofton  was  in  the  pofTefTion  of  the  King's 
troops,  and  furrounded  with  the  provincial  armies, 
a  few  private  adventurers  attempted  an  enterprize 
which  was  aftoniftiing  to  all  Europe.  Some  perfons 
belonging  to  the  back  parts  of  Connefticut,  MafTa- 
chufetts,  and  New- York,  undertook  at  their  own  rifk, 
and  without  any  public  command  or  authority,  or 
without  communicating  their  defigns,  an  expedition 
of  the  utmoft  importance,  which  not  only  in  its  con- 
fequence  moft  materially  affefted  the  interefts  of  go- 
vernment in  the  colonies,  but  brought  the  queftion 
to  a  point  of  critical  nicety,  v/hether  Britain  Ihould 
have  a  fingle  pofieffion  left  in  all  North-America. 
This  was  the  furprizing  of  Ticonderago,  Crown- 
Point,  and  other  forts  firuated  on  the  Great  Lakes, 
and  which  commands  d  the  palles  between  the  Britifli 
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colonies  and  Canada.  Sonne  of  thofe  who  had  fornned 
this  defign,  and  were  fet  out  upon  this  expedition 
with  the  greateft  fecrecy,  met  others  upon  their  march, 
who,  without  any  previous  concert,  were  fet  out  upon 
the  fame  defign,  and  embarked  in  the  fame  projedl. 
Thefe  adventurers,  amounting  to  240  men  of  Colonel 
Eaflon  and  Colonel  Ethan  Allen's,  with  great  perfe- 
verance  and  addrefs,  furprifed  the  fmail  garrifons  of 
Ticonderago  and  Crown-Point.  They  took  thefe  two 
fortifications  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  man  on  either 
fide.  In  thefe  forts  they  found  a  confiderably  quan- 
tity of  artillery,  amountingj  as  was  reported,  to  200 
pieces  of  cannon,  befides  fome  mortars,-  howitzers, 
and  quantity  of  other  ftores ;  they  alfo  took  two  vef- 
fels,  which  gave  them  the  command  of  Lake  Champ- 
lain,  and  materials  provided  at  Ticonderago  for  the 
building  and  equipping  others.  This  Was  as  daring  an 
a6t  of  intrepidity  as  had  been  known  for  a  long  tmie, 
and  fhewed  that  the  colonifts  were  now  in  earneft  in 
their  oppofition.  Such  an  enterprize  performed  by 
Britifh  forces  would  have  been  accounted  an  aft  of 
hcroifm,  and  was  no  lefs  a  bold  adlion  when  perfor- 
med by  thofe  provincials. 

While  thefe  things  were  tranfading,  the  Generals 
Howe,  Burgoyne,  and  Clinton,  arrived  atBofton  from 
England,  together  with  a  reinforcement  of  marines, 
and  draughts  from  other  regiments,  to  fupply  the 
vacancies  that  were  in  the  troops  at  Bofton.  Several 
regiments  from  Ireland  foon  followed  thefe,  fo  that 
the  forces  at  Bofton,  with  refped  to  number,  the 
goodnefs  of  the  troops,  and  the  character  of  the  com- 
manding officers,  were  become  very  refpedable,  and 
it  was  nov/  thought  that  matters  could  not  remain 
long  in  the  fituation  they  were  then -in-.  No  remark- 
Vol.  I.  M  m  m  able 
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able  atchievmcnts  had  for  fome  time  been  performed 
on  either  fide  ;  the  blockade  was  continued,  but  no- 
thing material  attempted,  except  fome  fmall  fkirmifh^s 
for  provifions,  which  happened  in  the  iflands  which 
lie  in  the  bay,  in  which  the  king's  troops  were  worft- 
ed.  In  the  lafl:  fliirmiih  which  happened  at  Noddle- 
Ifland,  a  fmall  ifland  which  lies  eaft  fromBoflon,  they 
deftroyed  a  fchooner  belonging  to  government, 
which  had  been  left  by  the  tide,  in  fpite  of  all  oppofi- 
tion. 

Matters  continued  ftill  in  the  fame  fituation  at  Bos- 
ton, notwithftanding  of  the  new  generals,  and  rein- 
forcement of  frefh  troops.  Both  parties  appear  ta 
have  been  doubtful  of  the  event,  of  an  engagement, 
and  induftriouiOy  avoided  coming  to  action  as  long  as 
they  could.  It. is  highly  probable,  that  the  provincials 
would  have  made  an  attempt  to  ftorm  the  town,  im- 
mediately after  the  affair  of  Lexington,  had  not  they 
.been  determined  to  fpare  it  for  the  fake  of  their 
friends  who  v/ere  in  itj  this  prevailed  over  every  other 
confideration.  It  n"iuft  be  granted,  that  from  the  num- 
ber of  (hips  of  war  which  almoft  furrounded  the  penin- 
fula,  as  well  as  the  vaft  artillery  by  which  it  was  pro- 
tecled,  and  the  goodnefs  of  the  troops,  that  fuch  an 
attempt  would  have  been  attended  with  great  danger 
and  difficulty,  and  that  the  deftrudion  of  the  town  muft 
have  been  the  certain  confequence.  There  were 
other  caufcs  that  operated  on  the  occafion,  in  deter- 
mining the  provincials  not  to  attack  the  town.  A  re- 
pulfe,  or  even  a  viflory,  attended  with  much  blood- 
flicd,  in  fo  arduous  a  Itruggle,  might  have  been  at- 
tended with  fatal  confequcnces.  The  people  were 
jnot  yet  accuftomed  to  war,  their  fituation  was  new 
and  critical ;   they  wcre^entering  into  a  conteit  of  a 
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fmgiilar  nature,  untried,  unthought  of,  and  unnatural  j 
loaded  with  the  moft  fatal  confequences,  without  a 
precedent  to  dired  them,  or  experience  to  guide  them; 
nor  had  they  as  yet  given  up  all  hopes  of  an  accommo- 
dation. They  were  therefore  afraid  that  thofe  who 
were  not  fully  eftabliflied  in  their  principles  of  oppo- 
fition,  would  totally  condemn  any  violent  meafures 
which  might  exclude  them  from  fuch  a  defirable 
event.  In  this  flate  of  anxious  hope  and  fear,  much 
caution  was  neccffary  to  be  ufed,  left  any  tinfuccefsful 
event  might  fuddenly  damp  the  fpirit  and  ardour  of 
the  people,  ftagger  their  refolution,  and  dilTolve  dieir 
■confederacy. 

The  continental  congrefs  upon  theStli  of  June, 
refolved  that  the  compa6t  between  the  crown  of  En*^- 
land  and  the  people  of  Maffachuflett's-Bay  was  diirol- 
ved,  by  the  violation  of  the  charter  of  William  and 
Mary  ;  and  recommended  to  the  people  of  that  pro- 
vince, to  proceed  to  the  eftablifhment  of  a  new  govern- 
ment, by  die  eleding  a  governor  and  affiftanrsj^  ac- 
cording to  the  powers  contained  in  the  original  char- 
ter. They  palTed  another'  refolution,  that  no  bill  of 
exchange,  draught,  or  order,  of  any  officer  in  the 
army  or  navy,  their  agents  or  contraftors,  fhould  be 
received  or  negociated,  or  any  money  fupplied  to  them 
by  any  perfon  ;  and  prohibited  the  fupplying  of  the 
army  or  navy,  or  lliips  employed  in  the  tranfport  fer- 
vice,  with  provifions  or  necelTaries  of  any  kind. 
They  at  the  fame  time  erected  a  genreal  poft-office  at 
Philadelphia,  which  extended  through  the  united 
colonies ;  and  fome  time  after  placed  Dr.  Franklin, 
who  had  been  difgraced  and  removed  from  that  ofEce 
by  government,  at  the  head  thereof.  The  congrefs 
had   now,    under   the  idea  of  recommendation  and 
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advice,    affumed  the  power  of  a   fupreme  govern- 
ment. 

General  Gage,  nearly  about  the  fame  time,  ifllied 
a  proclamation,  in  which  was  offered,  in  the  King's 
name,  a  free  pardon  to  all  thofe  who  fhould  forthwith 
lay  down  their  arms,  and  return  to  their  refpeftive  oc- 
cupations and  peaceable  duties,  excepting  only  from 
the  benefit  of  the  pardon,  Samuel  Adams,  and  John 
Hancock,  v/hofe  offences  were  confidered  to  be  fo  a- 
trocious  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  forgivenefs. 
All  fuch  as  did  not  accept  of  this  offered  mercy,  or 
who  fhould  protefl,  affift,  conceal,  or  correfpond  with 
them,  were  to  be  treated  as  rebels  and  traitors.  It 
was  alfo  declared,  that  as  a  flop  was  put  to  the 
due  courfe  of  law  and  juflice,  that  the  martial  law 
fhould  take  place  till  the  laws  were  reftored  to  their 
former  courfe,  and  juftice  executed  in  its  ufual  chan- 
nel. This  proclamation  produced  no  effe6t.  Mr. 
Hancock  was  chofen  prefident  of  the  congrefs  at  the 
very  feafon  that  this  proclamation  was  intended  to 
operate.  Such  a  proclama'-'on  at  this  time  was  con- 
sidered as  a  preliminary  to  immediate  action  j  accord- 
ingly, from  this  time  both  parties  held  themfelves  in 
readinefs  for  it.  The  poll  of  Charleftown  had  been 
neglefted  by  both  parties,  though  it  was  a  pofl  of 
much  confequence;  for  by  having  the  command  of 
the  rock  which  joins  the  peninfula  to  the  continent, 
thofe  that  are  in  poffeffion  thereof,  have  it  in  their 
power  to  flop  the  paffages  to  the  north  and  north- wefl, 
and  to  prevent  the  communication  between  Bofton, 
the  weft  parts  of  MaiTiichufetts  Bay,  New-Ham.pfhire, 
and  the  other  parts  towards  the  weft  and  north-weft. 
The  neck  of  the  peninfula  is  not  much  above  half  a 
mile  in  breadth,  and  by  being  properly  fortified,  may 
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command  Charles'  river  on  the  fouth,  and  Myftic  river 
on  the  northj  and  interrupt  the  communication  be- 
tween Bofton  and  thofe  parts  of  the  bay  on  both 
fides,  in  a  great  meafure.  It  would  have  been  an 
eafy  matter  for  the  King's  forces,  who  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  river,  to  have  fortified  this  neck,  and 
rendered  it  exceedingly  ferviceable  to  them.  They 
found  afterwards  their  miftakein  negleding  it;  The 
provincials  confidered  it  of  fervice  for  them,  whether 
they  ftiould  chufe  to  a(3t  at  the  defenfive  or  offenfive. 
There  is  a  rifing  ground,  ca!led  Bunker- hill,  juft 
within  the  neck,  that  joins  the  peniniula  to  the  con- 
tinent. This  neck  is  very  like  that  on  which  Bofton 
ftands;  except  the  ifthmus  is  confiderably  wider, 
and  Bunker-hill  higher,  than  any  hill  in  the  other. 
The  towns  are  only  feparated  by  Charles'  river,  which, 
in  that  part,  is  only  about  the  breadth  of  the  Thames 
between  London  and  Southwarkj  fo  that  Charleftown 
feemed  to  hold  the  fame  connexion  with  Bofton, 
that  the  borough  does  with  London.  Weft  from 
Bunker- hill  lies  another  rifing  ground  called  Winter- 
hill,  and  on  the  right  hand,  at  a  fmall  diftance,  ano- 
ther called  Profpe6t-hill ;  all  thefe  being  contiguous, 
were  advantageous  pofts,  and  were  by  this  ftep  in  the 
pofleflion  of  the  provincials. 

The  party  that  was  fent  in  the  night  to  fortify 
Bunker  hill,  carried  on  their  work  with  fo  much  fecre- 
cy  and  expedition,  that  though  the  peninfula  was  fur- 
rounded  with  fhips  of  war  and  fpy  boats,  they  were 
not  heard  during  the  night,  and  fuch  extraordinary 
difpatch  had  they  ufed,  that  in  the  morning  by  day- 
break, they  had  a  fmall  redoubt,  confiderable  en- 
trenchments, and  a  breaft-work,  that  in  fome  parts 
was  cannon-proof,  very  near  compleated.     The  fight 
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ofthefe  works  was  the  firfl:  notice  that  alarmed  the 
Lively  man  of  war  in  the  morning,  and  her  guns  cal- 
led the  town,  camp,  and  fleet  to  behold  a  fighr  which 
appeared  little  lefs  than  a  prodigy.  A  heavy  and 
continued  fire  of  cannon,  howitzers,  and  mortars,  v/as 
now  carried  on  upon  the  works,  from  the  fliips, 
floating  batteries,  and  from  the  top  of  Cop's-hill  in 
Bofton.  Such  an  incefl^ant  and  prodigious  roar  of  ar- 
tillery, would  have  been  a  trial  to  the  courage  and 
firmneis  of  the  oldeft  foldiers,  and  mufl:  have  undoubt- 
edly greatly  interrupted  the  finifliing  of  the  works;  it 
was  however  laid,  that  the  provincials  bore  this  fevere 
fire  ""with  wonderful  firmnefs,  and  feemed,  to  go  on 
with  their  buflnefs  as  if  no  enemy  had  been  near,  nor 
any  danger  in  the  fervice.'  General  Gage  nov/  per- 
ceived that  the  provincials  were  not  to  be  frighted 
merely  with  the  found  of  cannons  and  mortars,  and 
that  fome  more  effeftual  method  behoved  to  be  ufed 
to  make  them  give  over  their  undertaking.  About 
noon,  June  2 ill,  the  fame  day  that  the  works  were  be- 
gun, and  brought  to  the  condition  that  has  been  men- 
tioned, he  ordered  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  un- 
der the  command  of  Major  Gen.  Howe,  and  Brigadier 
Pigot,  to  drive  the  provincials  from  their  works.  This 
-S«tachment  confided  of  20  companies  of  grenadiers, 
as  many  of  light  infantry,  and  the  5th,  38th,  43d,  5  ill, 
and  52d  battalions,  with  a  fuitable  artillery,  landed 
and  drawn  up  without  oppofition  from  the  fhips  of 
war.  The  two  generals  found  the  enemy  fo  advan- 
tageouQy  pofl:ed,  and  in  fuch  a  pofture  of  defence, 
that  they  thought  it  neceflary  to  fend  back  for  a  rein- 
forcement before  they  began  the  attack.  They  were 
accordingly  joined  with  fome  companies  of  light-in- 
fantry and  grenadiers,  by  the 47th  regiment,  and  by  the 
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iftbattalUon  of  marines,  amounting  in  the  whole,  asre- 
prefented  by  General  Gage's  letter,  to  fomething  more 
than  2000  men. 

The  attack  was  begun  by  a  heavy  difcharge  of  can- 
non and  howitzers,  under  which  the  troops  advanced 
in  a  flow  march  towards  the  enemy,  and  halted  feveral 
times  to  afford  time  for   the  artillery   to  deftroy  the 
works,  and  to  throw  the  provincials  into  confufion. 
But  this  did  not  happen  according  to  their   expeda- 
tions  J  for  the  enemy  remained  Heady,  and  the  troops 
were  unufually  ftaggered  in  this  attack.     The  provin- 
cials threw  fome  men  into  the  houfes  of  Charleftown> 
which   covered  their  right   flank,  by  which    means 
General  Pigot,  who  commanded  the  left  wing,   and 
who  behaved  with  great  bravery  and  firmnefs,  was  at 
once  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  lines,  and  to  that  from 
the  houfes.     In   this  attack  Charleftown  was  fet  on 
fire,  and  burnt  to  afhes.     It  remains  a  point  as  yet  un- 
determined how  and  by  whom  this  town  was  fet  on 
fire;  whether  by  bombs  from  the  ihips,  or  by  the 
troops.     It  is  mod  probable  that  the  troops  fet  it  on 
fire,  for  their  own  defence  againft  the  attack  that  was 
made  from  the  houfes,  and  with  adefign  to  diflodge 
the  provincials   that  Vv^ere  in  it.     Whatever  way   it 
happened,  that  fine   town,   confifling  of  460  houfes, 
was  reduced  to  afhes.     Th^  provincials  were  flill  un- 
moved, notwithilanding  the  continual  fire   of  fmall 
arms  and  artillery.     They  behaved  like  veterans,  and 
troops    of  the  greatefb   experience.     All    this   while 
they  did  not  return  a   fingle  fhot,  until  the   king's 
forces  had    almoft  approached   their  works,  when   a 
dreadful  fire  took  place,  by  which  a  number  of  brave 
Britifh  officers  fell.     Some  officers  who  had  ferved  in 
the  moft  diftin9:uifhed actions  in  the  lail  war,  declared, 
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that  this  a6lion,  for  the  time  it  lafled,  was  t^e  hotteft 
engagement  they  ever  fav/.     It  is  no  wonder,  if  under 
fo  heavy  and  deftruflive  a  fire,  our  troops  were  thrown 
into   diforder.     It  was  reported  that  General  Howe 
was  for  a  few  f?conds  left  ahTtioft  ajonc;  and  it  is  cer- 
tain that  mod  of  the  officers  that  was  near  his  perfon 
were   either  killed  or   wounded.      He  deferves    the 
greateil  praife  for  his  coolnefs  and  intrepidity  on  this 
occafionj  he  fully  difcovered,  that  folid  and  rational 
courage  that  has  appeared  fo  confpieupus  in  the  fami- 
ly of  the  Howes.     General  Clinton,  who  at  t;his  time 
hadjuft  arrived  from  Bofton,  during  the  time  of  the 
engagement,  is  faid  to  have  rallied  the  troops,  and  led 
them  on  again  to  charge  the   enemy.     After  a  moft 
dreadful  carnage,   they  attacked  the  works  with  fixed 
bayonets,  and  diflodged  the  provincials.     This  would 
have  been  a  work  of  much  more  flaughter,  provided 
the  colonifts  had  been  fufficiently  provided  with  bay- 
onets;  for  though  many  of  them  had   no  bayonets, 
and   their   ammunition  was   expended,    they  fought 
defperately    within    the  works,    and  were  difficulty 
drove  from  them.     They,    however,  retreated   over 
Charleftown  neck,  which  was  enfiladed  by  the  guns 
of  the  Glafgow  man  of  war,  and  of  two  floating  bat- 
teries.    Thefe  did  but  fmall  execution,   though  the 
dread  of  it  had  prevented  fome  regiments,  who  were 
ordered  to  fupport  that  poll  from  fulfiillng  their  duty. 
The  battle  of  Bunker's-hill  was  one  of  the    mod 
bloody  a<5lions  that  has  happen'd  this  long  time,  in  which 
there  were  more  Britilh  officers  killed   and  wounded, 
according  to  the  proportion  of  the  number  engaged, 
than  were  in  any  engagement  laft  war.     According  to 
the  public  accounts,  publilhed  by  authority,  the  whole 
lofsinkilled  and  wounded  amounted  to  1054,  of  whom 
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226  were  killed;  of  thefe  19  were  commlflioned offi- 
cers, including  a  lieutenant- colonel,  2  majors,  and  7 
captains;  70  other  officers  were  wounded.  Among 
thofe  who  were  moil  lamented  on  this  occafion  were 
lieutenant-colonel  Abercromby,  and  Major  Pitcairne 
of  the  marines.  The  majors  Williams  and  Spendlove, 
the  laft  of  which  died  of  his  wounds  fome  time  after 
,  the  aftion,  had  difllnguifhed  themfelves  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  make  their  lofs  more  fcnfibly  felt.  The 
king's  troops  behaved  with  much  bravery,  as  was 
manifeft  by  the  event;  for  there  was  fcarce  a  fingle 
officer  who  had  not  an  opportunity  of  fignalizing  him- 
felf,  and  the  generals  and  field  officers  ufed  the  moft 
extraordinary  efforts.  All  thefe  things  concur  to  fhev/ 
the  dangerous  and  difficult  fcrvice  in  v/hich  they  were 
engaged.  The  battle  of  Quebec  in  the  laft  war,  with 
all  the  glory  and  vaft  confequences  that  attended  it, 
was  not  lb  deftruftive  to  our  officers  as  this  entrench- 
ment thrown  up  in  a  few  hours.  It  was  a  matter  of 
grievous  refleftion,  that  fuch  brave  men,  many  of 
whom  had  contributed  to  exalt  the  dignity  of  their 
country  in  fubduing  her  enemies  and  enlarging  her 
territories,  ihould  have  fallen  in  fupporting  a  power 
that  was  feekino;  to  enllave  and  ruin  the  Britifh  em- 
pire.  Thefe  brave  Britifh  officers  found  to  their  fad 
experience  what  wonderful  exertions  the  fpirit  of  li- 
berty will  produce  -tven  in  unexperienced  and  raw 
troops.  The  provincials,  who  had  been  rated  as  cow- 
ards and  poltroons  in  the  minifterial  vocabulary,  un- 
der the  influence  of  the  powerful  fpirit  of  liberty 
fhewed  inftances  of  wifdorri,  courage  and  intrepidity, 
that  would  not  have  difgraced  troop's  of  more  experi- 
fcnce  and  reputation.  The  confequences  of  this  aifliori 
were  of  more  advantage  to  thofe  that  were  fuppofed 
Vol.  I.  Nnn  to 
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to  be  vanquifhed,  than  to  the  conquerors;  for  the 
provincials  began  to  find  that  they  could  face  the 
king's  troops,  and  alfo  to  make  fome  impreflion  upon 
them;  and  they  alfo  difcovered,  that  they  could  re- 
treat without  being  purfued  by  the  king's  troops, 
which  had  confirmed  them  in  the  opinion  that  their 
enemies  had  fuffered  feverely.  What  was  the  lofs  on 
the  fide  of  the  provincials  could  not  be  learned  by  our 
troops;  for  unlefs  30  wounded  men  which  were  left 
on  the  field,  the  Britifh  forces  took  no  prifoners.  Ac- 
cording to  the  account  publilhed  by  the  congrefs  of 
the  province,  their  lofs  was  comparatively  fmall,  a- 
mounting  to  about  450  killed,  wounded,  and  mifling. 
They  affirm  that  on  our  fide  the  flaughter  was  much 
I'nore  confiderable;  but  of  this  our  accounts  faid  no- 
thing. It  was  affirmed  that  the  provincials  buried  a 
great  number  of  their  dead  in  the  time  of  their  en- 
gagement; but  this  is  an  extraordinary  circumftance, 
which  does  not  appear  very  credible;  or  if  it  was 
true,  it  fhews  that  they  had  plenty  of  time,  and  were 
not  hardly  charged  by  our  troops. 

The  perfon  among  the  provincials  that  was  moft 
lamented,  who  was  flain  in  this  aftion,  was  Dodor 
Warren,  who  acted  as  a  major-general  and  commander 
on  this  occafion  ;  he'  was  killed  fighting  bravely  at 
the  head  of  his  troops,  in  a  little  redoubt  to  the  right 
of  the  lines.  This  gentleman,  who  was  generally 
efleemed  for  his  merits,  eloquence,  and  other  abilities, 
had  been  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  firft  general  con- 
grefs, and  was  at  this  time  prefident  of  the  provincial 
congrefs.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  an  eminent  phyfi- 
cian,  and  a  perfon  of  an  amiable  character.  When  he 
iliw  his  country  going  to  be  enilaved,  as  he  judged,  he 
fired  with  indignation  at  the  thought,  and  broke  thro' 
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all  the  endearing  ties  of  family  fatisfaftion,  and  de- 
voted himfelf  to  the  public  fervice  of  the  community, 
and  fell  gallantly  in  the  caufe  of  freedom  and  liberty. 
— They  loft  fome  other  officers  of  charadler,  one  of 
whom,  a  lieutenant-colonel,  died  of  his  wounds,  in 
the  prifon  of  Bofton. 

It  is  noteafy  to  fettle  the  different  claims  of  parties, 
with  refped  to  this  adtion.  Each  fide  claimed  much  ho- 
nour to  themfelves.  The  king's  troops  faid  they  defeat- 
ed three  times  their  own  number,  out  of  a  ftrong  forti- 
fied poft,  and  under  many  difadvantages.  On  the 
'  other  fide,  they  reprefented  the  regulars  as  amounting 
to  3000  men,  and  rated  themfelves  at  the  number  of 
only  1500;  and  affirmed  that  this  fmall  body  not  only 
withftood  their  attack,  and  repeatedly  repulfed  them 
with  great  lofs,  notwithfcanding  the  powerful  artille- 
ry they  had  brought  with  them,  but  that  they  had  at 
the  fame  time,  and  for  federal  hours,  fuftained  a  moft 
fevere  and  intolerable  fire  from  the  fhips,  floating  bat- 
teries, and  fixed  battery  at  Bofton,  which  prevented 
them  from  being  able  to  finifh  their  works.  In  ca- 
fes of  this  fort,  great  allowances  muft  be  made  for  the 
prejudice  of  parties  ;  for  it  is  very  common  for  thofe 
on  each  fide  of  a  queftion  to  fay  the  moft  favourable 
things  of  themfelves  that  they  can.  The  number  of 
the  provincials  were  perhaps  neither  fo  many  as  our 
accounts  fet  them  forth,  nor  fo  few  as  they  themfelves 
pretended.  It  is  however  manifeft  that  the  colonifts 
were  not  caft  down  nor  difpirited  by  this  defeat  j 
and  it  appears  that  they  both  had  fome  judgment  of 
the  power  of  our  troops,  and  of  their  own  ftreno-th. 
It  is  highly  probable  that  our  troops  on  this  occafion, 
though  they  pretended  to  defpife  the  provincials,  as 
inferior  to  them  in  courage  and  military  difcipline, 
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received  fuch  an  imprefTion  of  what  they  would  and 
could  do,  which  made  them  more  cautious  afterwards. 
Had  fome  of  our  boafting  heroes  at  home  been  in 
the  fituation  of  General  Howe  and  his  officers,  they 
would  have  been  more  cautious  in  talking  of  Ameri- 
can cowardice.  The  provincials  fhewed  a  great  de- 
gree of  adlivity  and  (kill  in  the  conftruftion  of  their 
works,  and  of  fteadinefs  and  conftancy  in  defending 
them  under  many  great  difadvantages.  They  faid, 
tho'  they  had  loft  a  poft,  they  had  almoft  all  the  effedls 
of  a  compleat  vi6tory  i  as  they  entirely  put  a  flop  to 
the  ofFenfive  operations  of  a  large  army  fent  to  fubdue 
them  i  and  v/hich  they  continued  to  block  up  in  a 
narrow  town.  They  now  triumphed  that  their  a6tions 
had  refuted  thofe  reproaches  which  liad  been  thrown 
upon  them' in  England,  of  being  deficient  in  courage 
and  refolution.  The  advantages  of  this  engagement 
did  not  counterbalance  the  lofs  to  the  king's' troops ; 
for  all  that  could  be  faid  to  have  been  obtained  in  lieu 
of  1054  men  killed  and  wounded,  was  5  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  30  wounded  men. 

The  provincials  after  the  adlion  at  Bunker's-hill, 
threw  up  works  upon  Winter-hill,  on  their  fide 
Charleftown  neck,  lb  that  the  troops  were  as  clofely 
inverted  in  that  peninfula,  as  they  had  been  in  Bof- 
ton.  They  were  alfo  indefatigable  in  fecuring  the 
mofl  expofed  pofls  of  the  lines  with  redoubts  cover- 
ed with  artillery,  and  advanced  their  works  clofe  to 
the  fortification  on  Boflon-neck,  where  with  equal 
boldnefs  and  addrefs  they  burnt  a  guard-houfe  be- 
longing to  the  king's  troops.  As  the  army  was  abun- 
danrly  furnillied  with  all  manner  of  military  ftores, 
and  artillery,  the  troops  were  not  fparing  in  throw- 
ing fliells,   and  maintaining  a  great  cannonade  upon 
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the  works  of  the  provincials,  which  had  no  other  efFefl: 
than  to  accuftom  them  to  that  fort  of  fervice,  and  to 
wear  off  the  dread  of  thofe  noify  rneffengers  of  death. 
The  provincials,  on  the  other  fide,  feemed  to  be  cau- 
tious in  expending  their  ammnnition. 

The  melancholy  effefts  of  this  battle,  appeared  mofl: 
manifell  in  the  ruins  of  the  town  of  Charlellown^  which 
was  now  an  affefling  fpeftacle  to  the  ferious  and  un- 
prejudiced of  all  parties.  It  was  the  firft  fettlement 
tnade  in  this  colony,  and  was  confidered  as  the  mother 
of  Boftonj  for  the  town  of  Bofton  was  firft  built  by 
a  number  of  emigrants  from  Charleftown,  fome  fhorc 
time  after  the  year  1630.  Charleftown  was  large, 
handfome,  and  well  built,  both  with  regard  to  its 
public  and  private  edifices ;  it  v/as  about  half  as  large 
as  Bofton,  and  was  capable  of  being  made  as  ftrong, 
for  it  ftood  upon  a  peninfuia  much  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  Bofton  does,  and  had  nearly  the  fame  natural 
advantages.  It  was  both  a  market  and  county  town, 
being  the  county  town  of  Middlefex,  in  Maflachufett's 
Bay.  It  had  a  good  large  church,  a  market-place  in 
a  handfome  fquare  by  the  river  fide,  fupplied  with  all 
neceffary  provifions  both  of  ^.eCn  and  fifti,  and  two 
large  ftreets  leading  down  to  it,  which  were  both  re- 
gular and  elegant.  It  carried  on  the  greateft  trade  of 
any  town  in  the  province,  except  Bofton.  It  is  laid 
that  the  two  ports  cleared  out  a  thoufand  veftels  an- 
nually for  foreign  trade,  exclufide  of  a  vaft  number  of 
coafters.  Such  is  the  end  of  human  labour,  wifdom, 
and  induftry,  and  fuch  the  effects  and  fatal  fruits  of 
civil  diftention  and  difcord  !  The  work  of  a  day 
will  ruin  the  labour  of  ages,  and  lay  riches,  grandeur, 
magnificence,  and  fplendour  in  ruins. 
His  Majefty's  forces  were  now  in  a  very  ineligible 
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fituation  j  they  were  deprived  of  provifions  from  the 
country  by   two   caiifes  ; — they  were  hedged   in  by 
the  provincial  troops   by  land,   and  the  colonics  had 
agreed  to  fend  them  none  by  fea.     They  had  nothing 
but  what  they  had  from  the  fhips,  or  what  they  took 
at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  j  and  their  duty  was  now 
doubled,  by  .being  obliged  both  to  guard  their  en- 
campment and  defend  the  town.     This  evil  had  one 
advantage    attending   it,   it  enlarged  their  quarters, 
ind  afforded  them  m.ore  room,  and  more  frefh  air. — 
They  were  mod  dreadfully  incommoded  in  the  tov/n 
during  the  exceflive  heat  of  the  fummer,  which  was 
ready  to  bring  on  diftempers  and  crowd  the  hofpitals: 
This  encampment  was  therefore  a  fort  of  relief  for 
the  prefent,   tho'  it  was  attended  with   more  fatigue. 
Their  wants  were   at  the  fame  time  very  grievous, 
their  fituation  irkfome  and  degrading  :  th^y  were  in- 
fulted  by  an  enemy  who  they  had  been  taught  to  de- 
fpife,  and  in  continual  alarm  from  a  people  whom  they 
had  fufficiently   provoked.        Their  provifions  were 
both  fait  and  bad  j  and,  like  other  things  that  are  de- 
rived from  government  contra6ls,  were  pernicious  in 
their  effedls,  and  exorbitant  in  their  price.     The  heat 
of  the  climate,  the  badnefs  of  provifions,  and  confine- 
ment, naturally  brought  on  difeafes,  and  filled  the  hof- 
pitals.    The  number  of  fick  and  wounded,  at  a  mode- 
rate computation,  amounted  now  to,  1600.     Confider- 
ihg  all  circumftances,  it  was  a  wonder  there  were  not 
more  in  this  dillreffed  fituation.     It  was  however  for- 
tunate, that  few,  in  comparifon  of  the  numbers  that 
were  fick,  died. 

A  regiment  o(  light  cavalry  arrived  from  Ireland, 
which  inlleadofafFordrngafliflance  to  their  friends  were 
rather  a  grievance ,  for  they  were  never  able  to  fet  a 

foot 
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foot  out  of  the  garrifon,  and  only  helped  to  co'nfume 
the  provifions  which   were  in   the  town ;   by    which 
means  both  the  foldiers  and  the  town's  people  were 
more  diftrefled.      Almoft  all  circumftances  concur- 
red to  diftrefs  and   render    the  troops  uneafy;   they 
found  from  experience  that  the  provincials  were  not 
fuch  cowards  as  they  had  been  reprefented,    and   that 
it  was  dangerous  to  prefume  too  far  upon  that  hypo- 
thefis,  and  that  many  of  thofe  things  which  are  need- 
ed ffreatlv  could  not  be  obtained  without  encounterinjr 
a  defperate   enemy.     They  were  conft.intly  witnefles 
of  the  moft  daring  adventures  performed  by  perfons 
whom  they  had  been  told  were  mean^  daftardly  pol- 
troons, and  who  would  run  at  the  fight  of  a  grenadier. 
— They  were  now  not  only  obliged  to  rife  their  lives 
for  fupplies  of  necelTary  food  for  themfelves,  but  to 
venture  them  for  fupplies  to  their  horfes:   for  hay,  as 
well  as  bread,  corn,  and  flelli,  was  become  an  article  of 
very  great  importance.    The  hay,  fheep,  and  cattle,  in 
the  iflands  were  now  as  much  the  reafons  of  war,   as 
the  rights  of  the  Britilli  parliament  over  America; 
and  they  were  heartily  in  earnefl  to  fight  for  their  food, 
who  were  different  about  fighting  for  the   dominion 
of  others.     The  provincials  knew   the   fituation  and 
circumftances  of  the  troops,  and  undcrftood  what  ne- 
ceflity  would  fugged  to  them;  having  therefore  pro- 
cured a  number  of  whale  boats,  and  being  matters  of 
the  fhore  and  inlets  of  the  bay,  they  burnt,  deftroyed, 
and  carried  away,  in  fpite  of  all  the  fhips  of  war  and 
armed  veflels,  thofe  necelTary  articles  which  the  King's 

troops  flood  moft  in  need  of. Thefe   enterprifes 

grew  fo  daring  at  length,  as   to  burn  the  light-houfe, 
which  was  built  upon  an  iQand  at  the  entrance  of  the 

harbour, 
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harbour,  tho'  a  man  of  war  lay  within  a  mile  of  them 
at  the  time.  Some  carpenters  were  afterwards,  un- 
der the  protedidn  of  a  fmall  party  of  marines,  fen t  to 
ereft  a  temporary  light-houfe,  when  they  killed  and 
carried  off  the  whole  detachment.  All  thefe  aftions 
were  at  home  reprefented  as  deeds  of  cowardice,and  we 
heard  nothing  from  miniflerial  demagogues,  except, 
coward,  rebel,  or  poltroon.  Such  is  the  infatuation 
of  prejudiced  minds,  when  fet  upon  a  favourite  pro- 
jeft,  that  they  not  only  will  not  perceive  the  truth, 
but  wilfully  pervert  it.  Even  when  appearances  were 
ftrongly  againft  us,  we  ftill  interpreted  them  in  our 
own  favour;  from  whence  the  public  news  became 
the  vehicles  of  falfhood,  mifinformation,  and  decep- 
tion. We  were  promiied  that  in  one  campaign  the 
war  would  be  ended,  the  Americans  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  minifter^  and  Bri- 
tain indemnified  for  all  her  expences  by  the  -Wealth  of 
the  colonies.  So  far  will  blinded  mortals  proceed^ 
when  pride,  intereft,  and  pafTion  put  out  their  eyes. 

While  the  troops  were  thus  blockaded  in  Bofton, 
a  war  of  plunder  commenced,  or  in  more  polite 
terms,  it  became  pr^edatory.  It  was  carried  on  be- 
tween the  fhips  of  war  and  the  inhabitants  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  coaft.  The  firfl:  being  refufed  the 
provifions  and  neceffaries  which  they  wanted  for 
themfelves  or  the  armv,  endeavoured  to  obtain 
them  by  force,  and  in  thefe  attempts  were  frequently 
oppofed,  and  fome  times  repulfed  by  the  country  peo- 
ple. The  feizing  of  jQiips  according  to  the  new  laws^ 
or  at  the  commands  of  the  admiral,  was  alfo  a  conti- 
nual fource  of  animofity,  the  proprietors  naturally 
hazarding  all  dangers,  in  defence,  or  for  the  recovery 
of  their  property.     Thefe  contcfts  brought  the   ven- 

gence 
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geance  of  the  men  of  war,  upon  feveral  of  the  fmall 
towns  upon  the  fea  coaft,  fome  of  which  underwent 
a  fevere  correction.  On  thefe  occafions  the  argu- 
ment concerning  cowardice  appeared  to  have  as  much 
force  on  the  one  fide  as  the  other;  for  if  the  provin- 
cials took  the  advantage  of  their  country,  and  did 
not  expofe  themfelves  unnecelTarily  to  the  -<^iol6nce 
of  our  men,  our  troops  were  cautious  to  keep  within 
reach  of  their  Ihips,  and  did  not  venture  to  penetrate 
into  the  country.  It  might  have  been  expeded  while 
the  war  was  hanging  in  this  kind  of  fufpenfe,  and 
both  parties  feemed  afraid  to  venture  a  general  en- 
gagement, that  fome  fparks  of  wifdom  would  have 
Iprung  up  in  the  minds  of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  and 
that  they  would  have  tried  fome  foftening  meafures, 
to  have  prevented  the  further  Ihedding  of  blood. — 
But  either  pride  or  revenge  operated  ftrongly  upon 
their  temper,  and  the  blood  they  had  fhed  was  only 
a  fort  of  a  whet  which  made  their  appetites  keener 
for  (laughter,  that  they  might  glut  their  revenge.  Ic 
was  generally  believed,  that  at  this  time  the  fovereign 
was  greatly  abufed,  and  matters  were  mifreprefented 
to  him,  otherwife  he  would  not  have  given  counte- 
nance to  a  war,  which  could  have  no  good  efFeft  in 
itsprofecution-,  and  might  iffue  in  difmembering"  the 
empire.  The  friends  of  the  cevolution  and  the  Ha- 
noverian fuccefllon,  could  not  prevail  upon  themfelves 
to  believe,  that  a  kin^-  of  the  family  of  Brunfwick 
could  be  fo  blind  to  his  own  intereil,  and  that  of  his 
people,  as  to  lifien  to  the  counfels  of  men  that  were 
advifing  him  to  ruin  his  own  family.  They  at  iafl 
had  reafon  to  fear  that  a  great  infatuation  had  feized 
the  moving  powers  of  the  body  politic,' and  the  head 
as  well  as  the  members,  was  greatly  infefted.  This 
Vol.  I.  O  o  o  they 
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they  could  only  laments  for  all  the  remedies  which 
they  tried  proved  ineffectual.  Petitions  and  remon- 
ftr.inces  were  conllrued  difrefpeflful  to  his  Majefty, 
and  miults  to  governmenti  and  thofe  who  had  ven- 
tured their  lives  and  fortunes  in  quelling  an  adtual  re- 
bellion againft  the  fovereign,  were  accounted  difloyal 
for  pleading  the  caufe  of  magna  charta^  and  the  revolu- 
tions while  fome  who  had  drawn  their  fwords  againft 
their  king  and  the  laws,  were  preferred  to  high,  ho- 
nours, and  fuffered  to  bafl<  in  the  warm  funfliine  of 
royal  favour.  The  true  lovers  of  Englilh  liberty 
were  ftigmatized  with  the  opprobrious  names  of  fac- 
tious diflurbers  of  the  peace,  and  mock  patriots,  and 
venal  fcribblers  were  priviledged  to  blacken  their  caufe 
and  abufe  their  characfters.  Their  oppofition  to  vio-^ 
lent  m.eafures,  for  fupporting  what  at  beft  was  pro- 
blematical, was  termed  indireft  rebellion;  and  thofe 
who  had  once  aftually  rebelled,  were  loudeft  in  the 
cry  againft  them. 

The  policy  of  the  miniftry  at  this  time  was  as  un- 
fuccefsful  as  it  was  abfurd  in  its  principles  s  the  Ca- 
nada bill,  which  is  commonly  called  the  Quebec  adl, 
operated  in  a  manner  diredly  oppofite  to  its  firft  and 
true  intentions.  Its  pernicious  confequences  were  now 
difplayed  in  a  manner  and  degree  beyond  what  its  moft 
fanguine  oppofers  ever  imagined  could  happen.  In- 
ftead  of  gaining  the  French  Canadians  to  the  inte- 
rcfts  of  government  by  this  abfurd  and  inconfiftent 
law  the  miniftry  loft  their  affeclions,  and  they  were 
found  as  much  averfe  to  this  a6l,  and  as  much  difguft- 
ed  at  its  operations  as  the  Britilli  fettlers.  General 
Carle  ton,  the  governor  of  this  province,  who  had 
placed  much  confidence  in  the  raifing  a  confiderablc 
army  of  Canadians,  and  being  enabled   to  march  at 

the  if 
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their  head  to  the  relief  of  General  Gage,  found  him- 
feif  fadly  difappointed^  for  though  government  relied 
much  upon  the  hope  of  this  manceuvre,  and  had  fent 
20,000  ftands  of  armSj  and  a  great  quantity  of  milita- 
ry ftores  for  this  wife  and  gracious  purpofe,  the  Ca- 
nadians were  not  difpofed  to  make  any  ufe  of  them.. 
The  people  faid  they  were  now' under  the  Britifh  go- 
vernment; that  they  could  not  pretend  to  underftand 
the  caufcs  of  the  prefent  difputes,  nor  the  juftice  of 
the  claims  on  either  fide;  that  thev  did  and  would 
Ihew  tnemfelves  dutiful  fubjefts,  by  a  quiet  and  peace- 
able demeanor,  and  due  obedience  to  the  government 
under  which  they  were  placed  ;  but  that  it  was  to- 
tally inconfiftent  with  their  prefent  Hate  and  condi- 
tionj  to  intei-fere,  or  in  any  degree  render  themfelves 
parties  in  the  contefb  that  might  arife  between  the  go- 
vernment and  its  ancient  fubjefts.  The  governor  if- 
fued  a  proclamation  for  afiembling  the  militia,  and 
for  the  execution  of  the  martial  law,  but  it  was  in  vain, 
for  it  produced  no  effeft  ;  they  faid  thev  would  defend 
the  province  if  it  was  attacked  ;  but  they  abfolutely 
refufed  to  march  out  of  ic,  or  to  commence  holtilities 
againft  their  neighbours.  When  all  earthly  argu- 
ments failed,  the  governor  had  recourfe  to  fpiritual 
injunftions.  He  applied  to  the  Bilhop  of  Quebec  to 
ufe  his  fpiritual  authority  and  influence  with  the  peo- 
ple, towards  difpofing  them  to  the  adoption  of  this  fa- 
vourable meafure,  and  particularly  that  he  would  if- 
fue  an  epifcopal  mandate  to  be  read  in  all  the  parifh 
churches,  by  the  priefts,  in  the  time  of  divine  fervice  ; 
— but  the  bifliop  excufed  himfelf  from  a  compliance 
with  this  propofition,  by  reprefenting,  that  an  epifco- 
pal mandate  on  fuch  a  fubjeft  would  be  contrary  to 
the  canons  of  the  phurch  of  Rome.     The  ecclefiaf-" 

O  0  0  2  tics. 
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tics,  in  the  place  of  this,  ifTued  paftoral  letters  which 
almoft  were  generally  clifregarded.  The  nobleffe  a- 
lone,  who  were  chiefly  confidered  in  the  Quebec  ad, 
ihewed  a  zeal  againd  the  Englifh  colonifts;  but  as  they 
flood  feparated  from  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
they  fhewed  no  formidable  degree  of  ftrength.  Thefe 
proceedings  fully  fhew  the  real  intention  of  this  po- 
piili,  abfurd,  and  unconftitutional  law;  that  it  was 
formed  with  no  other  defign  than  to  make  popery,  as 
far  as  its  profeflbrs  would  comply  with  the  orders  of 
ftate,  fublervient  to  arbitrary  government.  It  was 
by  no  means  to  eafe  the  confciences  of  catholics,  nor 
to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  their  religion,  nor  thofe  of 
any  other  form  of  godlinefs,  but  to  ferve  the  ends  of 
the  minifler  in  fubduing  and  enflaving  the  colonies. 
— The  catholics  in  Canada  perceived  the  defign,  and 
were  far  from  thanking  government  for  the  new  fa- 
vour that  was  pretended  to  be  conferred  upon  them; 
they  defpifed  the  idea,  and  inferred  that  government 
would  make  the  fame  ufe  of  all  religions  to,  ferve  the 
ends  of  their  ambition.  This  was  fuch  a  coarfe  fpun- 
thre^d  of  human  policy,  that  it  was  eafily  perceived 
by  every  eye,  and  the  miniftry  greatly  expofed  both 
their  weaknefs  and  malice  in  fabricating  fuch  an  ab- 
furd law.  It  will  in  fome  after  ages  be  confidered  as 
a  ftrange  political  phsenomenon,  to  find  that  a  Britifh 
parliament  lliould  have  given  fanftion  to  a  law  lb  ex- 
ceedingly contrary  to  the  conftitution  of  the  empire. 
As  this  a6t  was  publicly  complained  of,  and  expo- 
fed  in  the  feveral  publications,  the  friends  of  the  mi- 
nillry  fet  their  hirelings  to  work  to  defend  it;  that  if 
they  could  not  altogether  lick  it  into  the  form  of 
truth,  they  might  as  far  as  was  pofTible  conceal,  or 
varnifli  its  deformity.     His  Majefty's  promife  in  his 

declaration 
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.declaration  at  the  peace  1763  was  irififted  upon  as  a 
feafon  for  this  new  law;  but  it  was  affirmed  that  there 
.was  a  wid§  difference  between  the  premife  of  per- 
mitting the  free  exercife  of  any  religion,  and  ingraft- 
ing it  upon  the  ftates  as  a  legal  eftablifhment:  that 
the  government  had  now  eltablifned  popery,  and  left 
the  proteftant  fubjefts  of  the  empire  no  more  than  a 
precarious  toleration,  depending  upon  his  Majefty's 
will  and  pleafure,  while  popery  was  not  only  lecured 
bylaw,  but  its  clergy  fupported  by  the  authority  of 
parliament.  This  bill,  like  many  other  things  v^^hich 
proceed  from  evil  principles  and  fprings  of  action, 
neither  anfwered  the  defign  of  the  contrivers,  nor 
pleafed  any  party  that  was  concerned  in  it. 

This  endeavour  which  was  expeded  to  have  great 
efficacy,  not  fucceeding  according  to  the  wijfhes  of  the 
contrivers,  the  miniftry  proceeded  to  another,  equally 
abfurd,  cruel,  and  pernicious.  Agents  were  employ- 
ed v;ho  were  fuppofed  to  have  influence  among  the 
Indian  tribes,  which  border  upon  the  back  fettle- 
ments  of  the  colonies,  to  llir  them  up  to  war,  and 
make  them  fall  upon  the  colonifts  with  that  fury  that 
is  peculiar  to  them  when  they  engage.  But  nei- 
ther prefents  nor  perfuafions  were  capable  of  pro- 
ducing this  efFe(5]:.  From  v/hatever  caufe  proceed- 
ed, thofe  favage  warriors,  who  had  at  other  times 
been  ready. to  take  up  the  hatcher,  without  fupport 
or  encouragement,  now  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  all  pro- 
pofals  and  folicitations,  and  declared  for  a  neutra- 
lity. They  ufed  much  the  fame  reafons  that  the  Ca- 
nadians had  done:  they  faid  they  did  not  underfland 
the  fiibjec5t,  and  were  forry  for  the  prefent  unfortu- 
nate difputes;  but  it  was  not  fit  nor  becoming  for 
them  to  take  any  part  in  quarrels  between  Englifn- 

men 
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men,  for  all  of  whom,  on  both  fides  of  the  water, 
they  had  a  ;/reat  aH'ection.  This  replv  might  have 
iDcen' fufficient  to  have  made  an  impreflion  upon  con-. 
iciences  that  were  not  altogether  hardened; — it  was 
a  plain  teftimony  that  the  Indians  did  not  imagine  that 
the  claims  of  the  mmiftry  -ere  a  fufficienc  foundation 
for  war,  and  that  the  difpute  ought  not  to  have  been 
determined  by  the  fword.  The  con  refs  on  this  oc- 
cafion  did  not  negleft  their  own  intereft,  nor  lofe  an 
opportunity  of  fo  much  coiifequence   to  their  caufej 

they   accordingly    employed   proper    perfons    to 

cultivate  the  favourable  opinion  of  the  Indians,  and 
by  degrees  took  fuch  meafures  as  made  the  agents 
for  government  think.it  proper  to  provide  for  their 
own  fafety.  It  is  faid  that  fome  of  the  Indians  made 
propofals  to  take  up  arms  on  the  other  fide;  but  the 
colonifts  only  requefted  them  to  obferve  a  ftrict  neu- 
trality. Candour  muft  oblige  an  hiftorian  to  confefs 
that  this  was  a  very  different  temper  from  that  of  the 
miniftry,  who  wanted  the  Indians  by  all  means  to  fall 
upon  the  colonifts:  it  would  have  had  fome  appear- 
ance of  reafon  for  the  colonifts  to  have  defired  the  In- 
dians to  have  taken  up  the  hatchet,  becaule  the 
government  had  fliewn  an  intention  to  employ  them 
in  that  manner;  for  it  could  only  have  been  account- 
ed felf-defence  to  have  made  ufe  of  their  enemies  in- 
ftruments  againft  them.  But  this  they  did  not  do, 
which  muft  be  confidered  as  a  "wife  and  prudent  part 
of  their  condudl.  It  is  a  moft  difaji-reeable  talk  in  <>o- 
ing  over  this  part  of  our  hiftory,  to  be  obliged  to  de- 
termine in  many  inftances  againft  the  condu6t  of  our 
government, — which  in  former  times  has  been  fo  re- 
markable forjuftice,  mercy,  and  benevolence.  Ge- 
neral Gage's  late  proclamation  tended  much  to   in- 

creafe 
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creafe  the  ani'-nofity,  indignation,  and  rage,  Avhich 
were  already  fo  prevalent  in  the  colonies;  and  brought 
forth  a  declaration  from  the  congrefs,  which  in  the 
nature  of  thefe  appeals  that  are  made  to  mankind,  as 
well  as  Heaven,  in  a  declaration  of  war,  fet  forth  the 
caufes  and  necefTity  of  their  taking  up  arms.  Among 
the  long  lift  of  the  caufes  which  they  offer,  befides 
the  lace  hoftilities,  they  ftate  endeavours  ufed  to  ftir 
up  the  Indians  and  Canadians  to  attack  them,  and  fee- 
verely  reproach  General  Gage  for  what  they  call  his 
perfidy,  cruelty,  and  breach  of  faith,  in  breaking  the 
conditions  v»'hich  he  had  enij;ag;ed  to  obferve  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Bofton;  tiiey  aifo  freely  cenfure  the 
army,  whom  they  charge  with  the  burning  of  Charles- 
town  wantonly  and  unneceffarily. 

When  they  Hate  their  refources,  they  confider  fo- 
reign afTiilance  as  undoubtedly  attainable,  if  it  were 
neceffary.  They  however  fay,  that  left  this  declara- 
tion ftiould  difquiet  the  minds  of  their  friends  and  fel- 
low fubj  efts,  in  an-  part  of  the  empire,  they  aiUire 
them  that  they  meant  not  to  diffjlve  that  happy  union 
which  had  lb  long  fubfifted  between  them,  and  v/hich 
they  earneftly  wifhed  to  fee  reftored:  that  neceffity 
had  not  yet  driven  them  to  that  defperate  meafure,  or 
induced  them  to  excite  any  other  nation  to  war  againft 
them  i  they  had  not  raifed  armies  with  ambitious  de- 
figns  of  feperating  from  Great  Britain,  and  eftablifbing 
independent  ftates;   they  fought  not  for  conqueft  or 

glory. This  declaration  v;as  read  with  great  fc- 

rioulhefs,  and  even  religious  foiemnity,  to  the  different 
bodies  of  the  army,  who  v/ere  encamped  around  Bol- 
ton, and  wai  received  by  them  wirh  loud  acclamations 
of  applaufe  and  approbation. 

This 
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This  declaration  was  followed  by  an  addrefs  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain;  another  to  the  people 
of  Ireland;  and  a  petition  to  the  King.  All  thefe 
writings  were  drawn  up  in  a  very  mafterly  manner> 
and  in  rcfpeft  to  art,  addrefs,  and  execution,  equal  to 
any  public  declarations  made  by  any  powers,  upon  the 
o-reateft  occafions.  The  conOTcfs  had  in  their  decla- 
ration,  without  mentioning  it  particularly,  reprobated 
the  principles  of  Lord  North's  conciliatory  propo- 
fition,  which  they  called  an  infidious  manoeuvre,  adopt- 
ed by  parliament.  Theyfome  time  afterwards  took  the 
refolution  more  formally  into  confideration.  It  had 
been  communicated  to  them  by  direction,  or  at  leaft 
by  permilTion  of  the  minifter,  in  the  hand  writing  of 
Sir  Grey  Cowper,  one  of  the  two  principal  fecreta- 
ries  of  the  treafury-.  In  the  courfe  of  a  long  and  ar- 
gumentative difcuiTion,  they  condemn  it  as  unreafon- 
able  and  infidious:  that  it  is  unreafonable,  becaufe, 
if  they  declare  they  will  accede  to  it,  they  declare 
without  refervation,  that  they  will  purchale  the  favor 
of  parliament,  not  knowing  at  the  fame  time  at  what 
price  they  will  eftimate  their  favour  :  that  it  is  infidi- 
ous, becaufe,  individual  colonies  having  bid  and  bid- 
den again,  till  they  find  the  avidity  of  the  feller  too 
great  for  all  their  powers  to  fatisfy,  are  then  to  turn 
into  oppofition  divided  from  their  filler  colonies, 
whom  the  minifter  will  have  previoufly  detached  by  a 
grant  of  eafier  terms,  or  \)y  an  artful  procraftination  of 
a  defenfive  treaty.  They  conclude  upon  the  whole, 
that  the  propofition  was  held  up  to  the  world  to  de- 
ceive it  into  a  belief,  that  there  was  nothing  in  dif- 
^uic^txcept  the  mode  of  levying  taxes.;  and  that  par- 
liament having  now  been  lb  good  as  to  give  up  that, 
the  colonies  mud  have  been  unreafonable  in  the  hi^h- 
eft  decree  if  liiey  were  perfcfbiv  fatisfied. 

The 
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The  colony  of  Georgia  ac  length  joined  in  the  ge- 
neral-alliance^ A  provincial  congrefs  aflembled  in  the 
beginning  of  the  month  of  July,  which  fpeedily  agreed 
to  all  the  refolutions  of  the  two  general  congreffes,  in 
the  utmoft  extent,  and  appointed  five  delegates  to  at- 
tend the  prefent.  To  make  an  amends  for  their  delay, 
they  entered   into    all  the  fpirit   of  the  refolutions 
formed  by  the  other  colonies,  and  adopted  fimilar  ones, 
knd  declared  thattho'  their  province  was  not  included 
in  any  of  the  oppreflive  adts  lately  pafTed  againft  Ame- 
rica, they  confidered  that  circumftance  as  an  infult  ra- 
ther than  a  favour,  as  being  done  only  with  a  view  to 
divide  them   from   their  American  brethren.     They 
alfo  addrelTed  a  petition,  under  the  title  of  *  An  hum- 
ble petition  and  addrefs  to  his  Majefty;''  which  how- 
ever trite  the  fubjedt  was  now  become,  was  not  defici- 
ent in  ^certain  frefhnefs  of  colouring,  which  gave  it 
the  appearance  of  rtovelty.  Upon  the  accefTion  of  this 
province,  the  colonifts  alTumed  after  this  period  the 
appellatioh  of  ^he  'Thirteen  United  Colonies.     Such  was 
the  progrefs  of  the  general  fpirit  of  liberty,  which  we 
at  home  called  rebellion,  that  it  furmounted  difficul- 
ties of  the  mod  grievous  Mature,  and  produced  fuch  ari 
union  amdng  the  colonies,  which  few  would  have  ex- 
pected to  have  happened  for  fome  ages  to  come.  ■ 

The  general  congrefs,  in  compliance  with  the  ge- 
neral wifhes  of  the  people,  and  the  particular  appli- 
cation of  the  New  England  provinces,  appointed 
George  Wafhingtori,  Efqj  a  gentleman  of  affluent 
fortune  in.  Virginia,  and  who  had  acquired  confider- 
able  military  experience  in  the  laftwar,  to  be  general 
and  commander  in  chief  0^  all  the  American  forces'; 
They  alfo  appointed  Artemus  Ward,  Charles  Leej 
Philip  Schuyler,  and  Ifrael  Pcicnatn,  to  be  major- gcr^ 
Vol.  I.  Ppp  iierals; 
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nerals;  and  Ploratio  Gates,  Efq;  adjutan-t- general. — 
The  congrefs  alio  fixed  and  appointed  the  pay  of 
both  officers  and  foldiers;  the  latter  of  which  were 
much  better  provided  for  than  tkofe  upon  our  efta- 
bJifhment. 

About  the  beginning  of  July^  the  Generals  Wafh- 
iiigron-  and  Lee  arrived  at  the  camp  before  Bofton> 
and  were  treated   with    the  greateft   honours  in  all 
places  thro'   which  they  pafTed.     They  were  efcorted 
by  large  detachments  of  volunteers,  compofed  of  gen- 
tlemen in  the  different  provinces;    and  received  ad* 
dreffes  from  the  provincial  congrefTes  of  New- York 
and  MafTachufett's-Bay.     The  military  fpirit  and  dif- 
polition  was  now  fo  high  and.  general,   that  war  and 
military  preparations,  employed  the  minds  and  hands 
of  all  orders  of  people  throughout  the  continent.— 
Men  of  the  highefl  rank  and  fortunes^  who  were  not 
appointed  to  public  offices  in  the  array,  entered  chear- 
fuUy  as  private  men>.  and  ferved  as  volunteers  in  the 
ranks.     Many  of    the  younger  Quakers,  that  peace- 
able and  inofFenfive  denomination  of  Chriftians,  when 
they' faw  their,  rights  and   liberties  at  ftake,  forgot 
their  paflive  principles  of  forbearance  and  non-refift- 
ance,.  took  up  arms,  and  formed  themfelves  into  com- 
panies atPhiladelphia,attd  applied  with  affiduity  toftu,- 
dy  the  military  exercife  and  difcipline.    It  was  report- 
ed, though  not  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  that  there 
were  not  fewer  than  200,000  men  in  arms  and  train- 
ing this  year  throughout  the  continent  of  America. 

Bolton  continued  to  be  fliut  up  by  the  provincial 
troops,  and  matters  continued  much  in  the  fame  fltu-^ 
ation  all  the  reft  of  this  year,  and  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  nextj  the  king's  forces,  and  the  remaining  inha* 
bitanis  fuffered  prodi^oufly  by  fevers,  fluxes,  and  the 

fcurvyjk 
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fcurvy,  brought  on  through  confinement,  heat -of  wea- 
ther and  bad  provifions.  Some  things  which  were 
begun  this  year  in  Canada,  will  fall  more  properly  un^- 
der  the  hiftory  of  the  tranfaftions  of  the  following 
year,  which  fliall  fee  coHfidered  after  we  have  finifh- 

ed  the  political  hiftory   of  this. The  miniftry 

iiotwithftanding  their   zeal  in  ptirfuing  meafures  to 
bring  the  colonifts  to  fu-bie6i:ion,  fliewed  a  real  want 
of  fy Item  and  defign  in  their  whole  proceedings.—-^ — >- 
Tho'  they  faw  the   oppofition   in  the  colonies  every 
day  gathering  fbrength,  and  encaeafiflg  in  force,  they 
feemed  not  to  regard  it,   but  formed   their  eftimate 
wholly  upon  a  peace   eftablifhrnent.     The   land-tax 
was  continued  at  three  fliiliings  in  the  pounti,  and  no 
vote  of  credit  was  required;   tlie  army  i^mained  upor^ 
its  former  footing,  and  aredu<ftioii  was  made  of  4000 
fcamen,  only  16000  being  required   for  the  enfumg 
year.     This  had  the  appearance  of  great  inconfiften- 
cy;  for  as  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  announced  the 
American  affairs  to  be  in  a  mod  critical  afid  alarming 
fituation,  and  fcemsd  to  call  for  the  moft  vigorous 
meafures,  yet   in  appearance  there  was  nothing  but 
fupinenefs  and  want  of  attention  prevailing  upon  the 
condud  of  government.     It  was  faid  by  th€  oppofi- 
tion  that  this  was  oaly  a  miniftcrial  ftratagem  to  form 
clliinatcs  which  were  defigned  for  no  other  purpofe 
than  to  wafle  paper,  but  was  never  intended  to  be 
^urfued;   that  uader  colour  of  this,  the  houfe  would 
lie  furprizfed,  and  driven  into  grants  of  an  enormous 
nature.     That  it  was  fit  the  miniftry  Ihould  explain 
their  real  intention,  that  gentlemen  might  be  able  to 
inform  th^eir  confticuents  concerning  what  future*bur- 
dens  were  to  be  impofed,  or  whether  compulfivc  mea- 
sures were  intended  againft  America;   for  tha:  to  talk 

P  p  p  2  of 
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of  inforcingaifls  upon  a  reduced  eftablifliment,  either 
naval  or  military,  was  a  fort  of  language  only  fit  to 
amufe  children.  It  had  undoubtedly  the  appearance 
of  great  inconfiftency  to  pretend  to  diminifli  the  fea 
forces,  when  the  king's  fpeech  declared  that  the  affairs 
in  America  were  in  a  critical  and  dangerous  fituation. 

The  conduft  uf  the  miniftry  was  greatly  complain- 
ed of  on  this  occafion  j  becaufe  when  they  were  lead- 
ing the  nacion'^into  war,  they  were  taking  every  ftep 
they  could  to  make  that  war  ruinous,  by  neglefting 
thofe  preparations  that  were  necelTary  for  carrying  it 
on  with  honour  and  fuccefs, '  That  they  would  nei- 
ther make  peace,  by  making  reafonable  conceffions, 
nor  war,  by  any  vigorous  military  arrangements  j  but 
Eu6tuaLlng  between  both,  deprived  the  nation  of  a  pof- 
fibility  of  deriving  benefit  from  either.  It  was  faid, 
that  this  delay  was  fo  far  from  faving  any  thing  for  the 
jpublic,  that  it  would  increafe  the  future  expence 
which  the  nation  would  affuredly  feel  in  due  time. — 
The  oppofition  faid  they  were  fa^"  frooi  defiring  war, 
and  as  far  from  defiring  large  peade  ellablifhments  j 
but  if  againft  their  will  war  muft  be  carried  on,  tha; 
common  fenfe  dictated  that  it  ought  to  be  carried  on 
■with  effed;  and  that  if  a  peace  eftablifhment,  and 
even  lower  than  a  peace  eftablifhment,  was  fufficient 
to  fupport  a  war,  this  was  a  demonftrative  proof  that 
the  peace  eftablilhment  had  been  jfhamefully  prodigal, 
knd  the  fubftahce  of  the  nation  profufely  wafted. 

In  anfwer  to  riiis  charge,  the  miniftcr  of  the  naval 
department  publicly  afferted  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
that  he  knew  the  low  eftablifliment  propofed,  would 
be  fully  fufficient  for  reducing  the  colonies  to  obedi- 
ence, tje  fpoke  with  great  contempt  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  feemed  to  defpife  both  their  power  and 

courase. 
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jcourage.  He  affirmed  that  they  were  not  difcipli* 
jied,  nor  capable  of  difcipline,  and  that  formed  of  fuch 
materials,  and  fo  indifpofed  to  adion,  the  numbers,  of 
which  fuch  boafts  had  been  made,  would  only  add  to 

the  facility  of  their  defeat. -From  what  has  been 

Ihewn  above,  in  the  affairs  of  Lexington  and  Bunker's- 
hill,  we  may  fee  how  ill  informed  this  minifter  of  ftate 
was  concerning  the  charafler  and  difpofition  of  the 
colonifls.'  He  feemed  to  affirm  a  real  falfhood  by  de- 
claring he  knew  what  he  did  not  know,  and  what  ex- 
perience has  fully  proved  was  in  no  refpeft  the  truth. 
It  appears  exceedingly  flrange  to  honeft  men,  to  hear 
perfons  in  fuch  exalted  ftations  of  life,  fo  far  degrad- 
ing their  charafters,  as  to  expofe  their  own  ignorance 
and  folly  in  fuch  a  public  manner.  A  nation  is  in  a 
very  critical  fituation  when  it  is  under  the  manage- 
ment of  fuch  ignorant  perfons. 

Altho*  on  thefe  grounds  the  eftablifhment  flood, 
or  feemed  to  Hand  as  reduced,  the  minifters  did  not 
jdifclaim  any  further  arrangement  of  a  political  nature. 
By  being  frequently  preffed,  fome  explanation  was 
drawn  out  on  that  fubjedt  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
A  member  of  the  Commons  called  publicly  upon  the 
piinifler  in  that  houfe,  to  know  whether  he  had  any 
information  to  lay  before  them,  or  any  meafures  to 
propofe  concerning  America  j  for  if  he  had  not,  he 
thought  it  the  duty  of  parliament  to  interpofe,  to  call 
for  papers,  and  to  proceed  on  fuch  information,  how- 
ever defe<^ive,  as  they  could  obtain.  He  concluded. 
his  fpeech  by  totally  condemning  the  meafures  adopt- 
ed by  the  late  parliament,  as  equally  impolitic  and  im- 
praflicable  j  and  faid  that  they  never  could  be  pru- 
dently or  efFeftually  carried  into  execution. 

The  minifter  did  not  enter  into  a  defence  of  the 

meafures 
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nseafures  of  the  late  parnament.  He  pretended  that 
the  fubjedt  required  the  greateft  attention  and  dili- 
gence, as  being  a  matter  of  the  greateft  confequence 
ever  difputed  within  the  walls,  and  that  he  would  not 
agree  to  condemn  meafures  haftily,  which  had  been 
taken  up  upon  .fuch  weighty  motives;  that  at  that 
time  it  was  impoffible  to  tell  how  they  might  anfwer, 
but  that  they  ihould  ka\?€  a  fair  trial  before  they  were 
reprobated ;  and  that  the  wifdom  and  policy  of  them 
could  only  be  known  in  the  event.  That  he  had  in- 
formation which  he  would  lay  before  the  houfc  foon 
after  the  holidays,  and  that  he  would  adopt  the  gen- 
tleman's ideas  fo  far,  who  had  called  upon  him,  as  to 
propofe  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  for  taking 
the  affairs  of  America  under  their  confideration.  This 
delay  was  the  caufe  of  much  altercation,  and  many 
fevere  reflections  againft  the  miniftry.  To  purfue  the 
debates  in  parliament  on  this  occafion,  would  be  both 
tedious  and  uninterefting  to  many  of  our  readers  j — 
we  fhall  conclude  the  hiftory  of  this  year  by  laying  in 
one  view  before  them,  the  fubftance  of  all  thofe  de-. 
bates  in  the  following  ftate-papers. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 

Lords  Spiritual  .and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in 

Parliament  alTembledi  prefented  to  his  Majefty  on 

Thurfday  the -9th  of  February,  1775. 

"  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"WE,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 

jedls,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Com-» 

mons,   in  parliament  aflembled,  return  ypur  Majefty 

our  mnfl  humble   thanks  for  having  been  gracioufly 

pleafed  to  communicate  to  us   the  feveral  papers  re-: 

iating  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Britifti  colonies  in 

America, 
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America,  whkh,  by  your  Majefty's  commands,  have 
been  laid  before  us:  We  have  taken  them  into  our 
mofl:  ferious  confiderationj  and  we  find,  that  a  pare' 
of  your  Majefty's  fubjects,  in  the  province  of  the  Maf- 
fachufett's- Bay,  have  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  refift  the 
authority  of  the  fupreme  legiflature>  that  a  rebellion 
at  this  time  adualiy  exifts  within  the  faid  province; 
and  we  fee,  with  the  utmoft  concern,  that  they  have 
been  contenanced  and  encouraged  by  unlawful  com- 
binations and  engagements,  entered  into  by  your  Ma- 
jefty's fubjects,  in  fcveral  of  the  other  colonies,  to  the 
injury  and  oppreflion  of  many  of  their  innocent  fellow- 
fubjcfts,  refident  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  the  reft  of  your  Majefty's  dominions :  This 
condud:,  on  their  part,  appears  to  us  the  more  inex- 
cufable,  when  we  confider  with  how  much  temper 
yourMajefty  and  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  have 
afted  in  fupport  of  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain.  We  can  never  fo  far  defert  the  truft  re- 
pofed  in  us,  as  to  relinquifti  any  part  of  the  fovereign 
authority  over  all  your  Majefty's  dominions,  which, 
by  law  is  vefted  in  your  Majefty  and  the  two  houfes 
of  parliament]  and  the  conduct  of  many  pcrfons,  in 
feveral  of  the  colonies,  during  the  late  difturbances, 
is  alone  fufficient  to  convince  us  how  neceftary  this 
power  is  for  the  protedtion  of  the  lives  and  fortunes 
of  your  Majefty's  fubjeits. 

We  ever  have  been,  and  always  ftiould  be,  ready  to 
pay  attention  and  regard  to  any  real  grievances  of 
any  of  your  Majefty's  fubje6ts,  which  fnall,  in  a  duti- 
ful and  conftitutional  manner,  belaid  before  us;  and 
whenever  any  of  the  colonies  Ihall  make  a  proper  ap- 
plication to  us,  we  ftiall  be  ready  to  afford  them  every 
juft  and  reafonable  indulgence  :  At  the  fame  time,  we 
confider  it  as  our  indifpenfible  duty  hun-ibly  to  befeech 

your 
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yoiir  Ma^efty,  that  you  will  take  the  moft  effedual 
meaCures  to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and 
authority  of  the  fnpreme  legiflature;  and  we  beg 
leave,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  to  aflfure  your  Ma- 
jeily,  that  it  is  our  fixed  refolution,  at  the  hazard  of 
our  lives  and  properties,  to  ftand  by  your  Majefty, 
againll  all  rebellious  attempts  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  iufl:  rights  of  your  Majefty  and  the  two.houfes  of 
parliament." 

His  Majefty's  moft  Gracious  Anfwer. 
"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  I  thank  you  for  this  very  dutiful  and  loyal  ad- 
drefs,  and  for  the  afFedionate  and  folemn  affurancesi 
you  give  me  of  your  fupport  in  maintaining  the  juHk 
rights  of  my  crownj  and  of  the  two  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment }  and  you  may  depend  on  my  taking  the  mod 
fpeedy  and  efFecluai  meafures  for  inforcing  due  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws,  and  the  authority  of  the  fupremele- 
giflacure.  '^ 

"  Whenever  any  of  my  colonies  fhall  make  a  pro- 
per and  dutiful  application,  I  fhall  be  ready  to  con- 
clude with  you,  in  affording  them  every  juft  arid  rea- 
fonable  indulgence i  and  it  is  my  ardent  wifh>  thdc 
this  diipofition  may  have  a  happy  efFeft  on  the  tem- 
per and  condud  of  my  fubjeds  in  America?" 

Proteft  of  feveral  of  the  Lords,  oa  its  being  refolved 
in  their  Houfe,  on  Tuefday,  the  7th  of  February, 
1775,  ^^  P^^  ^  main  queftionj  viz.  To  agree 
with  the  Commons  in  the  foregoing  addrefs, 
fent  by  them  to  their  Lordlliips  for  their  con- 
currence, by  filling  up  the  blank  left  in  it  for 
that  purpofe,  with  the  words,"  Lords  Spiritual 
and  temporal  i"  as  likewife  another  Proteft  of 

feveral 
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feveral  of  the  Lords,  on  their  Houfe's  ao;reeino- 

,  .  DO 

with  the  Commons  in  the  faid  addrefs. 

Dijfentient, 

ift.  The  previous  queftion  was  moved,  not  to  pre- 
vent the  proceedings  in  the  addrefs  communicated  at 
the  conference  with  the  Commons,  but  in  order  to 
prefent  the  petitions  of  the  North  American  merchants, 
and  of  the  Weft  India  merchants  and  planters,  which 
petitions  the  Houfe  might  rejeft  if  frivolous,  or  poft- 
pone  if  not  urgent,  as  might  feem  fit  to  their  wif- 
dom;  but  to  hurry  on  the  bufinefs  to  which  thefe  pe- 
titions fo  materially  and  direftjy  related,  the  exprefs 
prayer  of  which  was,  that  they  might  be  heard  before 
"any  refolution  may  be  taken  by  this  right  honoura- 
ble Houfe  refpedling  America:"  To  refufe  fo  much  as 
to  fuffer  them  to  be  prefented,  is  a  proceeding  of  the 
inoft  unwarrantable  nature,  and  diretlly  fubverfive  of 
themoft  facred  rights  of  the  fubjefi:.  It  is  the  more 
particularly  exceptionable,  as  a  Lord,  in  his  place, 
at  the  exprefs  defire  of  the  Weft-India  merchants,  in- 
formed the  Houfe,  that  if  neceffiated  fo  to  do,  they 
were  ready,  without  coiinfel  or  farther  preparation,  in- 
ftantly  to  offer  evidence  to  prove,  that  feveral  iflands 
of  the  Weft-Indies  could  not  be  able  to  fubfift  after 
the  operation  of  the  propofed  addrefs  in  America. 
Juftice,  in  regard  to  individuals,  policy  with,  regard 
to  the  public,  and  decorum,  v/ith  regard  to  ourfelves, 
required  that  we  fliould  admit  this  petition  to  be  pre- 
fented.    By  refufmg  it,  juftice  is  denied.        , 

idly.  Becaufe  the  papers  laid  upon  our  table  by 
the  minifters,  are  fo  manifeftively  defeftive,  and  io 
avowedly  curtailed,  that  v/e  can  derive  from  them 
nothing  like  information  of  the  true  ftate  of  the  ob- 
ject on  whi'jh  we  are  going  to  a6t,  or  of  the  confe- 
Vol.   I.  dq  q  quences 
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■q-yences  of  the  refolutions  which  we  may  take.  We 
ought,  as  we  conceive,  with  gladnefs  to  have  accept- 
ed that  information  from  the  merchants,  which  if  it 
had  not  been  voluntarily  offered  it  is  our  duty  to 
feek;  There  is  no  information  concerning  the  ftate 
of  our  colonies  (taken  in  any  point  of  view),  which 
the  merchants  are  not  far  more  competent  to  give 
than  governors  or  officers,  who  often  know  far  lefs 
of  the  temper  and  difpofition,  or  may  be  more  dil- 
pofed  to  mifreprefent  it  than  the  merchants.  Of  this 
we  have  a  full  and  melanchaly  experience,  in  the  mif- 
taken  ideas  on  which  the  fatal  ads  of  the  laft  parlia- 
ment were  formed. 

jdly.  Becaufe  we  are  of  opinion,  that  in  entering 
into  a  war,  in  which  mifchiefs  and  inconveniences  are 
real  and  certain,  (but  the  utmolt  extent  of  which  it  is 
impoffible  to  forelee),  true  policy  requires  that  thofe 
fhould  be  thoroughly  fatisfied  of  the  deliberation 
with  which  it  was  undertaken:  and  we  apprehend 
that  the  planters,  merchants,  and  manufacturers  will 
not  bear  their  loffes  and  burthens,  brought  on  them 
by  the  propofed  civil  war,  the  better  for  our  refufmg 
fo  much  as  to  hear  them  previous  to  our  engaging  in 
that  war;  nor  will  our  precipitation  in  refolving  add 
much  to  the  fuccefs  in  executing  any  plan  that  may  be 
purfued. 

V/e  protefl:  therefore  againfl  the  refufal  to  fuffer 
fuch  petitions  to  be  prefented,.  and  we  thus  clear  our- 
klves  to  our  country  of  the  difgrace  and  mifchief 
wiiichmufl  attend  this  unconftitutional,  indecent,  and 
improvident  proceeding. 

Richmond,  Portland,  Ponfonby, 

Camden>  Archer,  Fitzwilliamj, 

Rock-- 
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Rockingham,         Scarborough,         Wycombe, 
Abergavenny,        Effingham,  Abingdon, 

Torrington,  Craven,  Stanhope, 

Courtenay,  Chohnondeley,     Tankerville, 

Then  the  main  queftion  was  pat,  whether  to  ao-ree 
with  the  Commons  in  the  faid  addrels,  by  inferting 
the  words;    (Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal) 

It  was  fefolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Contents  "87 

Non-Contents        27 

Dijfentienty  lit.  Becaufe  the  violent  matter  of  this 
dangerous  addrefs  was  highly  aggravated  by  the  vio- 
lent manner  in  which  it  was  precipitately  hurried 
through  the  Houfe,  Lords  were  not  allov/ed  the  in- 
terpofition  of  a  moment's  time  for  deliberation,  before 
they  were  driven  headlong  into  a  declaration  of  a  civil 
war.  A  conference  was  held  with  the  Commons, 
an  addrefs  of  this  importance  prefented,  all  extrane-, 
ous  information,  although  offered  pofitivelv  refufed, 
all  petitions  arbitrarily  rejected,  and  the  whole  of  this 
moil  awful  bufmefs  received,  debated,  and  concluded 
in  a  fmgle  day. 

adly.  Becaufe  no  legal  grounds  were  laid  in  ar- 
gument or  in  fad,  to  ihevv  that  a  rebellion,  properly  fo 
called,  did  exiil  in  MaiTachufett's-Bay,  when  the  pa- 
pers of  the  lateil  date,  and  from  whence  alone  we  de- 
rive our  information,  were  written.  T  he  overt-afls, 
to  which  the  Ipecies  of  treafon  affirmed  in  the  addrefs 
ought  to  be  applied,  were  not  eiiablifhed,  nor  any  of- 
fenders to  be  marked  out :  but  a  general  mals  of  the 
afls  of  turbulence,  faid  to  be  done  at  various  times 
and  places,  and  of  various  natures,  Vv'ere  all  thrown 
together  to  make  out  one  general  conitructive  treafon. 
Neither  was  there  any  fort  of  proof  of  the  continu- 

Q^q  q  2  ance 
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ance  oF  any  unlawful  force,  from  whence  we  could 
in^'er  that  a  rebellion  does  new  exift.  And  we  are 
the  mere  cautious  to  pronounce  any  part  of  his  Ma- 
jeRy's  dominions  in  adlual  rebellion,  becaufe  the  ca- 
fes of  con(lru6tive  treafon,  under  that  branch  of  the 
:26th  of  Edward  the  Third,  which  defcribes  the  crime 
of  rebellion,  have  been  already  fo  far  extended  by  the 
judges,  and  the  diflindions  upon  it  fo  nice  and  fubtle, 
that  no  prudent  man  ought  to  declare  any  fmgle  per- 
fon  in  that  fituation,  without  the  cleareft  evidence  of 
the  uncontrovertible  overt-a(5ts,  to  warrant  fuch  a  de- 
claration. Much  lefs  ought  fo  high  an  authority  as 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  to  denounce  fo  fevere 
a  judgment  againfl  a  confiderable  part  of  his  Majefly's 
fubjefts,  by  which  his  forces  may  think  themfelves  juf--' 
tified  in  commencing^  a  war,  without  any  further  order 
or  commifTion. 

3dly.  Becaufe  we  think  that  feveral  a6ls  of  the 
late  parliamicnt,  and  feveral  late  proceedings  of  admi- 
flration,  with  regard  to  the  colonies,  are  real  griev- 
ances, and  juft  caufes  of  complaint;  and  we  can- 
not, in  honour,  or  in  eonfcience,  confentto  an  addrefs 
■which  commends  the  temper  by  which  proceedings 
fo  very  intemperate  have  been  carried  on  ;  nor  can 
we  perfuade  ourfelves  to  authori2e  violent  courfes 
againfl  perfons  in  the  colonies  who  have  refifted  au- 
thority, without,  at  the  fame  time,  redreffing  tlie 
grievances  which  have  given  but  too  much  provoca- 
tion for  their  behaviour. 

4thly.  Becaufe  we  think  the  loofe  and  general  af- 
furances  given  by  the  addrefs  of  a  future  redrefs  of 
grievances,  in  cafe  of  fubmifiion,  is  far  from  fatisfac- 
tory,  ^or  at  all  likely  to  produce  their  end,  whilft  the 
a6ts  complained  of  continue  unrepealed,  or  unamend- 

ed. 
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cd,  and  their  authors  remain  'in  authority  here,  be- 
caufe  thefe  advifers  of  all  the  meafures  which  have 
brought  on  the  calamities  of  this  empire,  will  not  be 
trufted  whilft  they  defend  as  juil,  necellary,  and  even 
indulgent,  all  the  a6ls  complained  of  as  grievances  by 
the  Americans;  and  mud,  therefore,  on  their  own 
principles,  be  bound  in  future  to  govern  the  colonies 
in  the  manner  which  has  already  produced  fuch  fatal 
effe6ts ;  and  we  fear  that  the  refufal  of  this  houfe  fo 
much  as  to  receive,  previous  to  determination  (which 
is  the  mqft  ofFenfive  mode  of  rejedion)  petitions  from 
the  unoffending  natives  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
Wefi:  India  iflands,  affords  but  a  very  difcouraging 
profped  of  our  obtaining  hereafter  any  petitions  at 
all  from  thofe  whom  we  have  declared  aftors  in  rebel- 
lion, or  abettors  of  that  crime. 

Laflly,  Becaufe  the  means, of  enforcing  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Britifli  legiflature,  is  confided  to  perfons  of 
ivhofe  capacity  for  that  purpofe,  from  abundant  expe- 
rience, we  have  reafon  to  doubt;  and  who  have  hi- 
therto ufed  no  effedtual  means  of  conciliating,  or  of 
reducing  thofe  who  oppofe  that  authority: — this  ap- 
pears in  the  conftant  failure  of  all  their  projects,  the 
infufficiency  of  all  their  information,  and  the  difap- 
pointment  of  all  the  hopes  which  they  have  for  feve- 
ral  years  held  out  to  the  public.  Parliament  has  ne- 
ver refufed  any  of  their  propofals,  and  yet  our  affairs 
have  proceeded  daily  from  bad  to  worfe,  until  vve  have 
been  brought,  ftcp  by  ftep,  to  that  ftate  of  confufion, 
and  even  civil  violence,  which  was  the  natural  refulc 
of  thefe  defperate  meafures. 

We  therefore  protell  againft  an  addrefs  amounting 
to  a  declaration  of  war,  which  is  founded  on  no  pro- 
per parliamentary  information  ;    which  was   introdu- 
ced 
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ced  by  refuiing  to  fufFer  the  prefentatlon  of  petitions 
againfl:  it,  (although  it  be  the  undoubted  right  of  the 
fubject  to  prefect  the  fame)  which  followed  the  rejec- 
tion of  every  mode  of  conciliation ;  which  holds  out 
no  fubfiantial  offer  of  redrefs  of  grievances;  and  which 
proaiifes  fupport  to  thofe  minifters  who  have  inflamed 
America,  and  grofly  mifcondu6led  the  affairs  of  Great 
Britain. 

Richmond,  Cholmondely,      Craven, 

Abingdon  Archer,  Portland, 

Abergavenny,     Camden,'  Rockingham, 

Effingham,  Wycombe,  Stanhope, 

Courtenay,  Scarborough,       Torrington, 

Fitzwilliam,        Ponfcnby,  Tankerville. 

MefTage  of  his  Majefty  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
on  Friday,  the  loth  of  February,  1775. 
"  George  R. 
"  HIS  Majefly  being  determined,  in  confequence  of 
the  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  to  take  the 
mofl:  fpeedy  and  effe6lual  meafures  for  fupporting  the 
juft  rights  of  his  crown,  and  the  two  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment, thinks  proper  to  acquaint  this  houfe,  that  fomo 
addition  to  his  forces   by  fea  and  land  will  be  necef- 
fary  for  that  purpofe  i   and  doubts  not  but  his  faith- 
ful Commons,  on  whofe  zeal  and  affection  he  entirely 
relies,  will  enable  him  to  make  fuch  augmentation  to 
his  forces  as  the  prefent  occafion  fhall  be  thought  to 
require. 

"  G.  R." 

Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of  the  city  of  London, 
&c.  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  Fri- 
day, the  24th  of  February,  1775.  '  To 
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To  the  Honourable  the   commons  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  Parliament  afTembled. 
The  humble  Petition  of  the  Lord   Mayor,    Alder- 
men, and  Commons  of  the  city  of  London,  in 
Common-Council  affembled, 
Sheweth, 
"  THAT  although  your  petitioners  bear  all   due 
refpedt  to  the  policy  of  thofe  afts  of  parliament,  which 
have    anciently   preferved   Great  Britain  a  neceflary 
and  beneficial  commerce  with  our  colonies,   yet  they 
are  exceedingly  alarmed  at  the  confequences  that  muft 
enfue,  if  the  bill  now  depending  in  this  honourable 
houfelhould  pafs  into  a  law,  entitled,"  A  bill  to  re- 
ftrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  MafTachufett's  Bay 
and  New  Hampfhire,  •  and  colonies  of  Connedicut 
and  Rhode  Ifland,  and  ProvidencePlantations  in  North 
America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britifh 
iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  to  prohibit  fuch  pro- 
vinces and  colonies  from  carrying  on  any  fifhery  on 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland,   or  other  places   there- 
in to  be  mentioned,  under  certain  conditions,  and  for 
a  time  to  be  limited  ;  the  faid  bill  as  your  petitioners 
conceive,  being  unjuftly  founded,  becaufe  it   involves 
the  whole  in  the  puniihment  intended  for  the  fuppofed 
offences  of  a  few. 

"  That  it  mufl,  in  its  confequences,  overwhelm 
thoufands  of  his  majefty's  loyal  and  ufeful  ftibjefts 
with  the  utmoft  poverty  anddiftrefs,  inafmuch  as  they 
will  be  thereby  deprived  of  the  fifneries,  which  are  ' 
the  natural  means  of  fupporting  themfclves  and  fami- 
lies. 

**■  That  the  extenfive   commerce   between  Great- 

Britain  and  her  colonies  will,  by  this  bill,  be  greatly 
injured,  as  a  capital  fource  of  remittance  will  be  ilopr, 

which 
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which  will  not  only  difconned;  the  future  commercial 
intercourfe  between  thofe  colonies  and  this  country, 
but  will  eventually  render  them  incapable  of  paying 
the  large  debts  already  due  to  the  merchants  of  this 
city. 

"  That  the  utrhoft  confufion  v/ill^  probably  enfue 
from  enforcing  this  bill,  if  it  is  pafTedinto  a  law,  as  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed  that  a  great  number  of  men,  na- 
turally hardy  and  brave,  will  quietly  fubmit  to  a  law 
which  will  reduce  them  almoft  to  famine,  they  not 
having  within  themfelves  provifions  fufficient  for  their 
fubfiftence. 

"  That  it  will  induce  the  French  to  extend  their 
fifheries,  and  by  that  means  increafe  the  wealth  and 
llrength  of  our  rivals  in  trade,  to  the  great  prejudice 
of  this  cuuntry. 

"  That  yoUr  petitioners  feel  for  the  many  hard- 
riiips  which  their  fellow- fubjedts  in  America  already 
labour  under,  from  the  execution  of  feveral  late  afts. 
of  parliament,  evidently  partial  and  oppreflivej  and 
which  feem  to  be  extended  and  continued  by  this 
bill;  inafmuch  as  it  confirms  thofe  a6ts,  which  in  par- 
ticular cafes  deprive  the  American  fubj-cft  of  trial  by 
jury,  prohibit  the  Americans  from  carrying  provifions' 
from  one  colony  to  another,  invite  a  contraband  trade, 
under  military  proteftionj  prevent  any  fubje<?l  of 
Great-Britain  or  Ireland  from  being  part  owrier  of  cer- 
tain American  Ihips  or  velTels,  and  veft  an  undue  and 
dangerous  authority  in  the  governor  and  council  of 
MafHichufett's  Bay. 

"  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  pray* 
this  honourable  houfe,  that  the  faid  bill  may 
notpafs  into  a  law." 

Articles 
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Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union  en- 
tered into  by  the  Delegates  of  the  feveral  Colo- 
nies of  New  Hampfhire,  Mairachufett's,   &c.  &c. 
J&c.  Sec.  Sscc.  &c.   &c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  in  General 
Congrefs,  met  at  Philadelphia,  May  20th,  1775. 
ARTICLE       I. 
The  name  of  the  confederacy  fhall  henceforth  be. 
The  United  Colonies  of  North  America. 

II.  The  united  colonies  hereby  feverally  enter  in- 
to a  firm  league  of  friendfliip  with  each  other,  bind- 
ing on  themfelves  and  their  pofterity,.  for  their  com- 
mon defence  againft:  their  enemies,  for  the  lecurity 
of  their  liberties  and  properties,  the  fafety  of  their . 
perfons  and  families,  and  their  mutual  and  general 
welfare. 

III.  That  each  colony  fhail  enjoy  and  retain  as 
much  as  it  may  think  fit  of  its  own  prefent  laws,  cuf- 
toms,  rights,  privileges,  and  peculiar  jurifdiftions, 
within  its  own  limits ;  and  may  amend  its  own  confti- 
tution,  as  fhall  feem  beft  to  its  own  alTembly  or  con- 
vention. . 

IV.  That  for  the  more  convenient  management, 
or  general  interefts,  delegates  fhall  be  elefted  annual- 
ly, in  each  colony,  to  meet  in  general  congrefs,  at 
fuch  time  and  place  as  fliall  be  agreed  on  in  the  nexc 
preceeding  congrefs.  Only  where  particular  circum- 
ilances  do  not  iliake  a  deviation  necefifarv,  it  is  under- 
ftood  to  be  a  rule^  that  each  fucceeding  congrefs  is  to 
be  held  in  a  different  colony,  till  the  whole  number  be 
gone  through,  and  fo  in  perpetual  rotation  ;  and  thac 
accordingly^  the  next  congrefs  after  the  prefent  fhall 
be  held  at  Annapolis,  in  Maryland. 

V.  That  the  pov/er  and  duty  of  the  congrefs 
fhall  extend  to  the  determining  on  war  and  peace, 
tol-  r.  Rr  r  the 
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the  entering  into  alliances,  the  reconciliation  with 
Britain,  the  fettling  all  difputes  between  any  colony 
and  colony,  if  any  IKouid  arife,  and  the  planting  new- 
colonies  where  proper.  The  congrefs  fhall  alfo  make 
fuch  general  ordinances  thought  neceflary  to  the  ge- 
i-veral  welfare,  of  which  particular  affemblies  cannot 
be  competent  >  viz.  thofe  that  may  relate  to  our  ge- 
neral commerce  or  general  currency,  to  the  eflablilh- 
ment  of  pofts,  the  regulation  of  our  common  forces  j 
the  Congrefs  fhall  alfo  have  the  appointment  of  all  of- 
ficers civil  and  military,  appertaining  to  the  general 
confederacy,  fuch  as  general  treafurer,  fecretary,  &c. 
&c.  &c. 

VI.  AH  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  general  ex- 
pences,  to  be  incurred  for  the  common  welfare,  fhall 
be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treafury,  which  is  to 
be  fupplied  by  each  colony,  in  proportion  to  its  num- 
ber of  male  polls  between  16  and  60  years  of  age  j 
the  taxes  for  paying  that  proportion  are  to  be  laid 
and  levied  by  the  laws  of  each  colony. 

VII.  The  number  of  delegates  to  be  elefted,  and 
fent  to  the  congrefs  by  each  colony,  fhall  be  regulated 
from  time  to  time,  by  the  number" of  fuch  polls  re- 
turned J  fo  as  that  one  delegate  be  allowed  for  every 
5000  polls.  And  the  delegates  are  to  bring  with 
them  to  every  congrefs  an  authenticated  return  of 
the  number  of  polls  in  their  refpeclive  colonics,  which 
is  to  be  taken  for  the  purpofes  above-mentioned. 

VIII.  At  every  meeting  of  the  congrefs,  one  half 
of  the  members  returned,  exclufive  of  the  proxies, 
ihall  be  neceflary  to  make  a  quorum  ;  and  each  de- 
legate at  the  congrefs  fhall  have  a  vote  in  all  cafes  ; 
and  if  necelTarily  abfent  fliall  be  allowed  to  appoint  any 
other  delegate  from  the  fam.e  colony  to  be  his  proxy, 
"Who  may  vote  for  him,  IX. 
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IX.  An  -executive  council  fhall  be  appointed  by 
the  congrefs  out  of  their  own  body,  confitling  of  li 
perfons,  of  whoiiiMn  the  firft  appointment  one-third, 
viz.  four,  fhall  be  for  one  year  four  for  t wo  yeaJ's, 
and  four  for  three  years.;  and  as  the  faid  terms  ex- 
pire, the  vacancies  fhall  be  filled  up  by  appomtmeii'!:'^ 
for  three  years,  whereby  one-third  of  tht  members 
will  be  chofen  annually^  and  each  perfon  who  has 
ferved  the  fame  term  of  three  years  as  counfellor, 
jfhall  have  a  rcfpite  of  three  years  before  he  can  be 
•eleded  again.  This  council,  of  whom  two- thirds  fliall 
be  a  quorum,  in  the  recefs  of  die  congrefs  is  to  exe- 
•cute  what  fhall  have  been  enjoined  thereby;  to  ma- 
nage the  general  continental  bufinefs  and  intereflls,' 
to  receive  applications  from  other  countries,  to  pre- 
pare matters  for  the  confideration  of  the  congrefs,  to 
fill  up,  pro  tempore,  continental  offices  that  fall  vacant, 
and  to  draw  on  the  general  treafurer  for  fuch  monies  as 
may  be  necefTary  for  general  fervices,  and  appropria- 
ted by  the  congrefs  to  fuch  fervices, 

X.  No  colony  fhall  engage  in  an  ofFenfive  war  v/ich 
any  nation  of  Indians  without  the  confent  of  the  con- 
grefs, or  great  council  above-mentioned,  who  are  firft 
to  confider  the  juflice  and  necelTity  ofriich  war, 

XL  A  perpetual  alliance,  ofFenfive  and  defenfive, 
is  to  be  entered  into,  as  f6oh  as  may  be,  with  the  fix 
nations;  their  limits  afcertained  and  fecured  to  them; 
their  lands  not  to  be  encroached  on,  nor  any  private 
or  colony  purchafe  to  be  made  of  them  hereafter  to' 
,  beheld  good,  nor  any  contrad  for  lands  to  be  made, 
but  between  the  great  council  of  the  Indians  at 
Onondega  and  the  general  congrefs.  The  bounda- 
ries and  lands  of  all  the  other  Indians  fliali  alfo  be  af- 
certained and  fecured  to  them  in   the  fame  manner ; 
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and  perfons  appointed  to  refide  annong  them  in  pro- 
per diilricls,  who  fhall  take  care  to  prevent  injuftice 
in  the  trade  with  them ;  and  be  enabled  at  our  gene- 
ral expence,  by  occaQonal  fmall  fiippiies,  to  relieve 
their  perfonal  wants  and  diftrefTesi  and  all  purchafes 
from  them  fnall  be  by  the  congrefs,  for  the  general 
advantage  and  benefit  of  the  united  colonies. 

XII.  As  all  new  inftitutions  may  have  imperfec- 
tions, which  only  time  and  experience  can  difcover, 
it  is  agreed  that  the  general  congrefs,  from  time  to 
time,  fliall  propofe  fuch  amendments  to  this  conftitu- 
tion  as  may  be  found  neceffary,  which  being  appro- 
ved by  a  majority  of  the  colony  aflemblies,  iliall  be 
equally  binding  with  the  red  of  the  articles  of  thi^ 
confederation. 

XIII.  Any  and  every  colony  from  Great  Britain 
upon  the  continent  of  North  America,  not  at  prefent 
engaged  in  our  aflbciation,  may  upon  application, 
and  joining  the  faid  alTocia'tion,  be  received  ijito  the 
confederation,  viz.  Quebec,  St.  John's,  Nova  Scotia, 
Bermudas,  and  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Floridas,  and  fhall 
thereupon  be  entitled  to  all  the  advantages  of  our 
union,  mutual  afiiftance,  and  commerce. 

■  Thefe  articles  fliall  be  propofed  to  the  feveral  pro- 
vincial conventions  or  afiemblies,  to  be  by  them  con- 
fidered ;  and  if  approved,  they  are  advifed  to  em- 
power their  delegates  to  agree  and  ratify  the  fime  iii 
the  enfuing  congrefs ;  after  which  the  union  thereby 
cftabliflied  is  to  continue  firm,  till  the  terms  of  recon- 
ciliation propofed  in  the  petition  of  the  lafl  congrefs 
to  the  king  are  agreed  to  j  till  the  ads,  fince  made, 
reflraining  the  American  commerce  and  fiflieries,  are 
repealed  ;  till  reparation  is  made  for  the  injuries  done 
'"O  T?ofton,  by  fhuttingupitsportj  for  burning  Charles- 

'■'<"•  town,, 
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town,  and  for  the  expence  of  this  iinjufl:  warj  and 
till  all  the  Bricifh  troops  are  withdrawn  from  Ameri- 
ca. Oh  the  arrival  of  thefe  events,  the  colonies  are 
to  return  to  their  former  connections  and  friendfhip 
with  Great  Britain;  but  on  failure  thereof,  this  confe- 
,  deration  is  to  be  perpetual. 

WHEREAS   it  hath  pleafed  God   to  blefs    thefe 
countries  with  a  moft  plentiful  harvell,  whereby 
much  corn  and  other  piovifions  can  be  fpared  to 
foreign  nations  who  may  want  the  fame: 
Refolved,   That  after  the  expiration  of  fix  months, 
from  the  20th  of  July  inft.   being  the  day  appointed 
-    by  a  late  aft  of  parliament  of  Great  Britain,   for  re- 
(training  the  trgde  of  the   confederate   colonies,    all 
cuftom-houfes  therein  (if  the  faid  aft  be  not  firft  re- 
pealed) Ihall  be  fhut  up,  and  all  the  ofEcers  of  the  fame 
(lifcharged  from  the  execution  of  their  feveral  func- 
tions j   and  all  the  ports  of  the  faid  colonies  are  here- 
by declared  to  be  thenceforth  open  to  the  fhips  of 
every  Hate  in  Europe  that  will  admit  our  commerce, 
and  proteft  it,  who  hnay  bring  in  and  expofe  to  fale, 
free  of  all  duties,  their  refpeftive  produce  and  manu- 
faftures,  and  every  kind  of  merchandize,  excepting 
teas,  and  the  merchandize  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  the  Britifh  Weft-India  iflands. 

Refolved,  That  we  will,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  pow- 
er, maintain  and  fupport  this  freedom  of  commerce 
for  two  years  certain  after  its  c'ommencement,  any  re- 
conciliation between  us  and  Great  Britain  notwith- 
llanding,  and  as  much  longer  beyond  that  term  as  the 
late  afts  of  parliament  for  reftraining  the  commerce 
and  fifheries,  and  difallbwing  the  laws  and  charters 
of  any  of  the  colonies,  fhall  continue  unrepealed. 

Addrefs, 
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Addrefs,  &c.  of  the   Lord  Mayor    of   the    city   of 

London,  &c.   prefented  to  his  Majefty,    on  Friday 

the  14th  of  July,  1775. 

To  the  King's  Moft  Excellent  Majefty. 
The  humble  addrefs  and  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 

Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  city  of  London, 

in  Common  Council  affembled. 

YOURMajefty's  mod  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjeas, 
the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  city 
of  London,  in  common  council  affembled,  with  all 
humility  beg  leave  to  lay  themfelves  at  your  royal 
feet,  humbly  imploring  your  benign  attention  towards 
the  grievous  diilradions  of  their  fellow-fubjedls  in 
America. 

The  charafteriftic  of  the  'people.  Sire,  over  whom 
you  reign,  has  ever  been  equally  remarked  for  their 
unparalleled  loyalty  to  their  Sovereign,  whilftthe  prin- 
ciples of  the  conflitution  have  been  the  rule  of  his 
government,  as  well  as  a  firm  oppofition  whenever 
their  rights  have  been  invaded. 

Your  American  fubjeds,  Royal  Sire,  defcendecJ 
from  the  fame  anceftors  with  ourfelves,  appear  equally- 
jealous  of  the  prerogatives  of  freemen, — without 
which  they  cannot  deem  themfelves  happy. 

Thefe  chearful  and  unafked  for  contributions,  as 
well  as  willing  fervices  to  the  mother-country,  whilft 
they  remained  free  from  the  clog  of  compulfory  laws, 
will,  we  are  fure,  plead  powerfully  with  the  huma- 
nity of  your  difpofition,  for  gracioufly  granting  them 
every  reafonable  opportunity  of  giving,  as  freemen, 
what  they  feem  refolutely  determined  to  refufe  under 
the  injundlion  of  laws  made  independent  of  their 
own  confent. 

The 
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,The  abhorrence  we  entertain  of  civil  bloodfHed  and 
confufion  will,  we  triift,  Sire,  if  not  whoUy  exculpate 
us  in  your  royal  mind,  yet  plead  powerfully  in  our  fa- 
vour, for  the  warmth  with  which  we  lament  thofe 
meafures,  whofe  deftru6live  principles  have  driven  our 
American  brethren  to  afts  of  defperation. 

Convincedof  the  earnefl:  difpofition  of  the  colonifts 
to  remain  firm  in  all  duteous  obedience  to  the  conftitu- 
tional  authority  of  this  kingdom,  permit  us,  molt  gra- 
cious fovereign,  to  befeech  you  that  thofe  operations 
of  force,  which  at  prefent  diilraft  them  with  the  moft 
dreadful  apprehenfions,  may  befufpendedi  and  that, 
uncontrouled  by  a  reftraint  incompatible  with  a  free 
government,  they  may  poflefs  an  opportunity  of  ten- 
dering fuch  terms  of  accommodation,  as  we  doubt  not, 
will  approve  them  worthy  of  a  diflringuifhed  rank  a- 
mong  the  firmeft  friends  of  this  country." 
Signed  by  order  of  court, 

William  Rix. 

To   which  addrefs  and    petition,   his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  return  the  following  anfwer  : 

"  I  AM  always  ready  to  liflen  to  the  dutiful  pe- 
titions of  my  fubje6ls,  and  ever  happy  to  comply  with 
their  reafonable  requeils;  but  while  the  conftitution- 
al  authority  of  this  kingdom  is  openly  refifted  by  a 
part  of  my  American  fubjefts,  I  owe  it  to  the  reft  of 
my  people,  of  whofe  zeal  and  fidelity  I  have  had  fuch 
conllant  proofs,  to  continue  and  enforce  thofe  mea- 
fures by  which  alone  their  rights  and  interefts  can  be 
afferted  and  maintained." 

His  Majefty 's  moft  gracious  Speech  to  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  Friday,  May  26,  1775. 

''My 
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*^  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
I  cannot,  in juftice  to  you,  forbear  to  exprefs  mf 
entire  fatisfaftion  in  your  conduft,  during  the   courf6 
of  this  important  feffion. 

"  You  have  maintained,  v/ith  a  firm  and  fteady  re- 
folution,  the  rights  of  my  crown,  and  the  authority  of 
parliament,  which  I  Ihall  ever  confider  as  infeparablc  : 
you  have  protefted  and  promoted  the  commercial 
intereftsof  my  kingdoms,  and  you  have  at  the  fame 
time,  giving  convincing  proofs  of  your  readinefs,  as 
far  as  the  conftitution  will  allow  you,  to  gratify  th6 
wifhes,  and  remove  the  apprchenfions  of  my  fubjects 
in  America:  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  moft  faluta- 
ry  efFedts  muft,  in  the  end,  refult  from  meafures  form- 
ed and  conduced  on  fuch  principles. 

"  The  late  mark  of  your  affedionate  attachment  to 
me,  and  to  the  Queen,  and  the  zeal  and  unanimity 
which  accompained  it,  demand  my  particular  thanks. 

"  I  have  the  fatisfadion  to  acquaint  you,  that,  as 
well  from  the  general  difpofitions  of  other  powers, 
as  froifi  the  folemn  aflurances  which  1  have  received, 
I  have  great  reafon  to  exped  the  continuance  of 
peace:  nothing  on  my  part,  confiflent  with  the  main- 
tenance of  the  honour  and  intereft  of  my  kingdoms, 
fhall  be  wanting  to  fecure  the  public  tranquility. 
"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  It  gives  me  much  concern,  that  the  unhappy  dif-. 
turbances  in  fome  of  my  colonies  have  obliged  me  to 
propofe  to  you  an  augmentation  of  my  army,  and 
have  prevented  me  from  compleating  the  intended  re •- 
duftion  of  the  eftablifhment  of  my  naval  forces.  I 
cannot  fufficiently  thank  you  for  the  chearfulnefs  and 
public  fpirit  with  which  you  have  granted  the  fup- 
plies  for  the  feveral  fcr vices  of  the  current  year. 

.  Mv 
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"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  nothing  to  defire  of  you  but  to  ufe  your  beft 
endeavours  to  preferve  and  to  cultivate^  in  your  feve- 
ral  counties.;,  the  fame  regard  for  public  order,  and 
the  fame  difcernment  of  their  true  intereRs,  which 
have  in  thefe  times  diftinguillied  the  characters  of  my 
faithful  and  beloved  people;  and  the'continuance  cxf 
which  cannot  fail  to  render  them  happy  at  home,  and 
refpefted  abroad." 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  liis  Majefty's  con^- 
mand,  faid, 

*'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

"  It  is  his  Majefty's  royal  will  and  pleafure,  that  this 
parliament  be  prorogued  to  Thurfday  the  twenty- fe.- 
yenth  day  of  July  next,  to  be  then  here  heldj  and 
this  parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Thurfday 
?tbe  twenty-feyenth  day  of  July  next. 

A  Declaration  by  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  United 
Colonies  of  North  America,  now  met  in  General 

Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  fetting  forth  the  caufes 
and  necellity  of  their  taking  up  arms. 
IF  it  were  poflible  for  men,  who  exercife  their  rea- 
fon,  to  believe  that  the  Divine  Author  of  our  exifl- 
cnce,  intended  a  part  of  the  human  race  to  hold  an 
abfolute  property  in,  and  an  unbounded  power  over 
others,  marked  out  by  his  infinite  goodnefs  and  wif- 
dom,  as  the  objedsof  a  legal  domination,  never  right- 
ly refiftable,  however  fevere  and  opprelTive  \  the  in- 
habitants of  thefe  colonies  might  at  leafl  require  from 
the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  fome  evidence^  that 
this  dreadful  authority  over  them  has  been  granted 
to  that  body.  But  a  reverence  for  our  Great  Crea- 
tor, principles  of  humanity,  and  the  didates  of  com- 

S  f  s  men 
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mon  lenfe,  miift  convince  all  thofe  who  refled  upon 
the  fiibjed,  that  government  was  inftituted  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  oueht  to  be  admi- 
niilered  for  the  attain tm'ent  of  that  end.  The  legifla- 
"ture  of  Great-Britain,  however  ftimulated  by  an  in- 
ordinate paffion  for  a  power  not  only  unjuftifiable, 
but  which  they  know  to  be  peculiarly  reprobated  by 
the  very  conftitution  of  that  kingdom,  and  defperate 
of  fuccefs  in  any  mode  of  conteil  where  regard  Ihould 
be  had  to  truth,  law  pr  right,  have  at  length,  defert- 
jng  thofe,  attempted  to  efFed:  their  cruel  and  impoli- 
tic purpofe  of  cnflaving  thefc  colonies  by  violence, 
and  have  thereby  rendered  it  nccefTary  for  us  to  clofe 
"with  their  lall:  appeal  from,  reafon  to  arms.  Yet, 
however  blinded  that  affembly  may  be,  by  their  in- 
temperate rage  for  unlimited  domination,  fo  as  to 
iQightjuflice  and  the  opinion  of  mankind,  'we  efteem 
burfelves  bound,  by  obligations  of  refpe6t  to  the  reft 
of  rhe  world,  to  make  known  the  jufticeof  our  caufe. 

Our  forefathers,  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Great- 
Britain,  left  their  native  land,  to  feek  On  thefe  fhores 
a  refidence  for  civil  and  religious  freedom.  At  the 
expehce  of  their  blood,  at  the  hazard  of  their  fortunes, 
without  the  lead  charge  to  the  country  from  which 
they  removed,  by  unceafinglabour  and  an  unconquer- 
able fpirit,  they  efrefted  fettlements  in  the  diftant  and 
inhofpitable  wilds  of  America,  then  filled  with  nume- 
rous and  warlike  nations  of  barbarians.  Societies  or 
governments,  veftcd  with  perfe6b  legiflatures,  were 
formed  under  charters  from  the  crown,  and  an  har- 
inonious  intercourfe  was  eftablillied  between  the  co- 
lonies and  the  kingdom  from  which  they  derived 
their  origin.  The  mutual  benefits  of  this  union  be- 
came in  a  fhort  time  fo  extraordinary,  as  to  excite 

aftonifhment. 
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aftonilliment.  It  is  univerfally  confefled,  that  the  a- 
mazing  increafe  of  tlie  wealth,  ftrength,  and  navigation 
of  the  realm,  arofe  from  this  fource  ;  and  the  minifter 
who  fo  wifely  and  fuccefbfully  diredted  the  nneafiires 
of  Great  Britain  in  the  late  war,  publicly  declrued> 
that  thefe  cojonies'enabled  Her  to  triumph  over  iier  ene- 
mies. Towards  the  conclufion  of  that  war,  it  pleafed 
our  fovereign  to  make  a  change  in  his  counfels.  PVom 
that  fatal  moment  the  affairs  of  tlie  Britifh  empire  be- 
gan to  fall  into  confufion,  and,  gradually  Aiding  from 
the  fummit  of  glorious  profperity^  to  which  they  had 
been  advanced  by  the  virtues  and  abilities  of  one 
man,  are  at  length  dillracled  by  the  convulfions  that 
now  Ihake  it  to  its  deepeft  foundations,  7^he  new 
miniftry,  finding  the  brave  foes  of  Britain,  though 
frequently  defeated,  yet  ftill  contending,  took  up  the 
unfortunate  idea  of  granting  them  a  hally  peace,  and 
then  of  fubduing  her' faithful  friends. 

Thefe  devoted  colonies  were  judged  to  be  in  fuch  a 
ftate,  as  to  prefent  vi6tories  without  bloodfhed,  and 
all  the  eafy  emoluments  of  fiatutable  plunder.  The 
uninterrupted  tenure  of  their  peaceable  and  refpeflful 
behaviour,  from  the  beginning  of  colonization  j  their 
dutiful,  zealous,  and  ufeful  fervices  during  the  war, 
though  fo  recently  and  amply  acknowledged  in  the 
molt  honourable  manner  by  his  Majcltvj  by  the  late  . 
king,  and  by  parliament ;  cotild  not  fave  them  from 
the  meditated  innovations.  Parliament  was  influen- 
ced to  adopt  the  pernicious  orojeflj  and,  alTumiiig  a 
jiew  power  over  them,  have  in  the  courfe  ot  eleven 
years,  given  fuch  decifive  ipecimens  of  the  fpint  and' 
conf  quences  attending  this  power,  as  to  leave  litf 
doubts  concerning  the  effecfts  6  acquicfcencj  undeT 
it.     Thev  liave  unaertakcn  to  give  and  grant  cur  mo-* 
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ney  without  onr  confer. t,  though-  we  have  ever  exer- 
cifed  an  excliifive  right  to  difpole  of  our  own  proper- 
ty. Statutes-  have  been  pafTed  for  extending  the  ju- 
rifdiclion  of  courts  of  Admiralty  and  Vice- Admiralty 
beyond  their  ancient  limits,  for  depriving  us  of  the 
accuftomed  and  ineilimable  privileges  of  trial  byjury, 
in  cafes  affefling  both  life  and  property  j  forfufpend- 
ing  the  legiHature  of  one  of  the  colonies;  for  inter- 
dicting all  commerce  of  another;  and  for  altering  fun- 
damentally the  form  of  government  eftablifhed  by- 
charter,  and  fecured  by  afts  of  its  own  legiflafure,  fo- 
lemnly  confirmed  by  the  crown;  for  exempting  the 
*  murderers'  of  colonifts  from  legal  trial,  and,  in  ef- 
fect, from  punifh^ient,  for  erecting  in  a  neighbouring 
province,  acquired  by  the  joint  arms  of  Great  Britain 
and  America,  a  defpotifm  dangerous  to  our  very  exift- 
ence;  and  for  quartering  foldiers  upon  the  colonifts 
in  times  of  profound  peace.  It  has  alfo  been  refolved 
in  parliament,  that  colonifts  charged  with  committing 
Certain  offences,  ftiall  be  tranfported  to  England  ta 
be  tried. 

But  fhould  we  enumerate  our  injuries  in  detail  i*— 
By  one  ftatute  it  is  declared,  that  Parliament  can  *of 
right  make  lav/s  ta  bind  us  in  all  cafes  whatever.* — 
What  is  to  defend  us  againft  fo  enormous,  fo  unli- 
mited a  power?  Not  a  fingle  man  of  thofe  who  af- 
fume  it  is  chofen  by  uSj  or  is  fubjeft  to  our  controul, 
or  influence.;  but^  on  the  contrary,  they  are  all  of 
them  exempt  from  the  operation  of  fuch  laws;  and 
an  American  revenue,  if  not  diverted  from  the  often- 
fible  purpofcs  for  which  it  is  raifed,  would  adually 
lighten  their  own  burthens^  in  proportion  as  they  in- 
j;reafed  ours.  We  law  the  mifery  to  which  fuch  def- 
potifm would  reduce  us.     We  for  ten  years  inceftant- 
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ly  and  ineffeaually  befieged  the  throne  as  fupplicantsj 
we  reafoned,  we  remonftrated  with  parliament  in  the 
mod  mild  and  decent  language.  But  adminidrarion, 
fenfible  that  we  fhould  regard  their  oppreflive  mea- 
fures  as  freemen  ought  to  do,  lent  over  fleets  and  ar- 
mies to  enforce  them.  The  indignation  of  the  Ame- 
ricans-was  roufed  it  is  true;  but  it  was  the  indigna- 
tion of  a  virtuous,  loyal,  and  affectionate  people.  A 
congrefs  of  delegates  fi-om  the  united  colonies  was 
affembled  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  day  of  laft  Sep- 
tember. We  refolved  again  to  offer  an  humble  and 
dutiful  petition  to  the  King,  and  alio  addrefled  our 
feliow-fubjecfls  of  Great  Britain.  We  have  purfued 
every  temperate,  every  refpecflful  meafurej  we  have 
even  proceeded  to  break  off"  our  commercial  inter- 
courfe  with  our  fcliow-fubje<fts,  as  the  laft  peaceable 
admonition,  that  our  attachment  to  no  nation  upon 
earth  would  fupplant  our  attachment  to  liberty. — 
This  we  flatter  ourfelves,  was  the  ultimate  ftep  of  the 
controverfy;  but  fubfequent  events  have  fhewn  how 
vain  was  this  hope  of  finding  moderation  in  our  ene- 
mies. 

Several  threatening  exprelTions  againft  the  colo- 
nies were  inferted  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech.  Our  peti- 
tion, though  we  are  told  it  was  a  decent  one,  that 
his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  receive  it  gracioully, 
and  to  promife  laving  it  before  his  parliament,  was 
huddled  into  both  houfes  amongft  a  bundle  of  Ame- 
rican papers,  and  there  neglefted.  The  Lords  and 
Commons,  in  their  addrefs,  in  the  month  of  February 
faid, — '  that  a  rebellion  at  that  time  adually  exifted 
within  the  province  of  Mallachufett's-Eay;  and  that 
thofe  concerned  in  it  had  been  countenanced  and  en- 
couraged by  unlawful  combinations  and  engagements, 

entered 
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entered  into  by  his  Majefty's  fubje(5ls  in  feveral  of  the 
other  colonies:  and  therefore  they  befought  his  Ma- 
jelly  that  he  would  take  the  moll  effedlual  meafures 
to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  authority 
of  the  fuprenne  legiilature.'  Soon  after  the  commer- 
cial intercourfe  of  whole  colonies,  with  foreign  coun- 
tries and  with  each  other,  was  cut  off  by  an  adl  of  par- 
liament ;  by  another,  feveral  of  them  were  intirely 
prohibited  from  the  fifheries  in  the  feas  near  their 
coafts,  on  which  they  always  depended  for  their  fuf- 
tenance  j  and  large  reinforcements  of  fhips  and  troops 
were  immediately  fent  over  to  General  Gage- 

Fruitlefs  were  all  the  intreacies,  arguments,  and 
eloquence  of  an  illuftrious  band,  of  the  moft  diflin- 
guifhed  peers  and  commoners,  who  nobly  and  ftrenu- 
oufly  afferted  the  jullice  of  our  caufe,  to  flay  or  even 
to  mitigate  the  heedlefs  fury  with  which  thefe  accu- 
mulated and  unexampled  outrages  were  hurried  on. 
-—Equally  fruitlefs  was  the  interference  of  the  city  of 
London,  of  Briftol,  and  many  other  refpe<5lable  towns 
in  our  favour.  Parliament  adopted  an  infidious  ma- 
noevre,  calculated  to  divide  us,  to  eilablifh  a  perpetual 
a6lion  of  taxations,  where  colony  Ihould  bid  againil 
colony,  all  of  whom  uninformed  what  ranfom  Ihould 
redeem  their  lives :  and  thus  to  extort  from  us  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet  the  unknown  fums  that  fhould 
be  fufFicient  to  gratify  j  if  poflible  to  gratify  minille- 
rial  rapicity,  with  the  miferable  indulgence  left  to  us 
of  raifing  in  our  mode  the  preicribed  tribute.  What 
terms  more  rigid  and  humiliating  could  have  been  dic- 
tated by  remorfelefs  victors  to  conquered  enemies? — 
In  our  circumftances,  to  accept  them  would  be  to  de- 
ferve  them. 

Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  thefe  proceedings  ar^ 

rived 
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rived  on  this  continent,  General  Gage,  who,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  lafl  year  had  taken  polTeflion  of  the 
town  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of  MafTachufett's- 
Bay,  and  ftili  occupied  it  as  a  garrifon,  on  the  19th  of 
April,  fentout  from  that  place  a  large  detachment  of 
his  army,  who  made  an  unprovoked  alfauk  on  the  in- 
habitants of  the  faid  province,  at  the  town  of  Lexing- 
ton, as  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  a  great  number  of 
perfons,  fome  of  whom  were  officers  and  foldiers  of 
that  detachment;  murdered  eight  of  the  inhabitants  . 
of  the  faid  province,  and  wounded  many  others. — 
From  thence  the  troops  proceeded  in  warlike  array 
to  the  town  of  Concord,  where  they  fet  upon  ano- 
ther party  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  province,  kil- 
ling feveral  and  wounded  more,  until  compelkd  to 
retreat  by  the  country- people  fuddenly  alfembled  to 
repel  this  cruel  aggreffion.  Hoftilities  thus  commen- 
ced by  the  Britifh  troops,  have  been  fince  profecured 
by  them  without  regard  to  faith  or  reputation.  The 
inhabitants  of  Bofton  being  confined  within  that  town 
by  the  General,  that  governorj  and  having,  in  or- 
der to  procuf'e  their  admifllon,  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  him  J  it  was  ftipulated  that  the  faid  inhabitants, 
having  defpofited  their  arms  with  their  own  magillrates, 
ihould  have  liberty  to  depart,  taking  with  them  their 
other  efFefts.  They  accordingly  delivered  up  their 
arms  J  but,  in  open  violation  of  honour,  in  defiance  of 
the  obligation  of  treaties,  which  even  favage  nations 
efteem  facred,  the  Governor  ordered  the  arms  depofit- 
ed  as  aforefaid,  that  they  might  be  preferved  for  their 
owners  to  be  feized  by  a  body  of  foldiers;  detained 
the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  town, 
and  compelled  the  few,  who  were  permitted  to  retire;, 
to  leave  their  mofl:  valuable  effects  behind. 

By 


510  HISTORY    OF  A.  D.  1775. 

By  this^ perfidy  wives  are  feparated  from  their  huf- 
bands,  children  from  their  parents,  the  aged  and  Tick 
from  their  relations  and  friends,  who  wifhed  to  attend 
and  comfort  them;  and  thofe  who  have  been  ufed 
to  live  in  plenty,  and  even  elegence,  are  reduced  to 
deplorable  diftrefs. 

The  General  further  emulating  his  miniflerial  maf- 
ters,  by  a  proclamation  bearing  date  on  the  12th  day 
of  June,  after  venting  thegrofleft  falllioodsand  calum- 
nies againft  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies,  pro- 
ceeds to  declare  them  all,  either  by  name  or  defcrip- 
tion,  to  be  reb  is  and  traitors,  to  fuperfede  the  courfe 
of  the  common  law,  and  inftead  thereof  to  publifh  and 
order  the  ufe  and  exercife  of  the  law  martial.' — His 
troops  have  butchered  our  countrymen;  have  wan- 
tonly burnt  Charleilown,  befides  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  houfes  in  other  places;  our  (hips  and  veflels 
are  feized  ;  the  neceffary  fupplies  of  provifion  are  in- 
tercepted; and  he  is  exerting  his  utmoft  power  to 
fpread  deftrudlion  and  devaftation  around  him. 

We  have  received  certain  intelligence,  that  Gene- 
rel  Carleton,  the  Governor  of  Canada,  is  inftigating 
the  people  of  that  province  and  the  Indians  to  fall 
upon  US;  and  we  have  but  too  much  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend, that  fchemes  have  been  formed  to  excite 
domeftic  enemies  amongft  us.  In  brief,  a  part  of  thofe 
colonies  now  feels,  and  all  of  them  are  fure  of  feeling, 
as  far  as  the  vengeance  of  adminiftration  can  inflict  on 
them.,  the  complicated  calamities  of  fire,  fword,  and 
famine.  We  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  chu- 
fing  an  unconditional  fubmiffion  to  the  tyranny  of  irri- 
tated, mini.^ers,  or  refiftence  by  force.  The  latter  is 
our  choice.  We  have  counted  the  coft  of  this  con- 
tcit,  and  find  nothing  fo  dreadful  as  voluntary  flavery. 

Honour, 
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ilonour,  jufticcj  and  humanity  forbid  us  tamely  to 
furrender  that  freedom  which  we  received  from  our 
gallant  anceftors,  and  which  our  innocent  pofterity 
have  a  right  to  receive  from  us.  We  cannot  endure 
the  infamy  and  guilt  of  refigning  fucceeding  genera- 
tions to  that  wretchednefs  which  inevitably  awaits 
them,  if  they  bafcly  entail  hereditary  bondage  upoii 
them. 

Ourcaufe  is  juft:    Our  union  iS   perfect:    Our  in- 
ternal refources  are  great;  and,   if  neceffary,  foreign 
affiftance  is  undoubtedly  attainable.     We  gratefully 
acknowledge^  as  fignal  ihftances  of  the  divine  favour 
towards  lis,  that  his  Providence  would  not  permit  us 
to  be  called  into  this  fevere  controverfy,   until  we 
"Were  grown  up  unto  bur  prefent  ftrength,  had  been 
previoufly  exercifed  in  warlike  opetationsj  and  poiTef- 
fed  the  means  of  defending  oiirfelves;    .With  hearts 
fortified  with  thefe  animating  refle<5liohs,  we  muft  fo- 
.lemnly  before  God  and  the  world  declare,  that,  ex- 
erting the  utmoft  energy  of  thofe  powers  which  our 
beneficent  Creator  hath  gracioufly  beftdwed  upon  us, 
the  arms  we  have  been  compelled  by  bur  enemies  to 
afifume,  we  will  in  defiance  of  every  hazard^  with  un- 
abated firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  employ  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  our  liberties,  being  with  one  mind  refolv- 
ed  to  die  freemen  rather  than  live  like  flaves; 

Left  this  declaration  fhould  difquiet  the  minds  of 
our  friends  and  fellow-fubjeclsin  any  part  of  the  em- 
pire we  afifure  them>  that  we  mean  not  todifTolve  thac 
union  which  has  fo  long  and  fo  happily  fubfifted  be- 
tween us,  and  which  we  firicerely  wifh  to  fee  reftor- 
ed.  Neceffity  has  not  yet  driven  us  into  that  defpe- 
rate  meafure,  or  induced  us  to  excite  dny  other  nation 
to  waragauift  them.  We  have  not  raifed  armies^  with 
Vol.  L  T  1 1  aml>itious 
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ambitions  defigns  of  feparating  from  Great  Britain, 
,  and  eftablifhing  independent  Hates.  We  fight  not  for 
glory  or  for  conqueft.  We  exhibit  to  mankind  the 
remarkable  fpeflacle  of  a  people  attacked  by  unpro- 
voked enemies,  without  any  imputation,  or  even  fuf- 
piciort  of  offence.  They  boaftof  their  privileges  and 
civilization,  and  yet  proffer  no  milder  conditions  than 
fervitudcor  death. 

In  our  own  native  land,,  in  defence  of  the  freedom 
that  is  our  birth-right,  and  which  we  ever  enjoyed 
'till  the  late  violation  of  it ;  for  the  protection  of  our 
property,  acquired  folely  by  the  honeft  induftry  of 
our  forefathers,  and  ourfelves;  againft  violence  adtu- 
'ally  offered^  we  have  taken  up  arms.  We  fhall  lay 
them  down  when  holtilities  fhall  ceafe  on  the  part  of 
the  aggreffors,  and  all  danger  of  their  being  renew- 
ed fhall  be  removed,  and  not  before. 

With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of  the 
lupreme  and  impartial  judge  and  ruler  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  we  mofl  devoutly  implore  his  divine  goodnefs 
to  conduct  us  happily  through  this  great  conflict,  to 
difpofe  our  adverfaries  to  reconciliation  on  reafonablc 
terms,  and  thereby  to  relieve  the  empire  from  the  ca- 
kmities  of  civil  war. 

By  order  of  the  Congrefs, 

John  Hancock,  Prefident. 
*  Attefted, 

Charles  Thompson,  Secretary, 
Philadel^phia,  July  6,  1775. 

A   fecond    Petition   from   the  General  Congrefs  in 

"America  to.  his  Majefty.. 
.^The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  Petition  from  the 

General  Congrefs  in  America  to  his  Majefty,  which 
«»r.  .  "^  we 


£n^rm'£4i  icrj^irrayj  JRfix^ry  a^the^nuruan  "Ha 


T4fUuj\{  *'cuif.\ 


JOHN  HANCOCK. 


JWa/iJ  ibr  T.lU'tfcn.Xen'ca'tdc,  uf'an  J}nc  • 


A.  D.  i775»        THE    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  513 

we  delivered  to  Lord  Dartmouth  the  firft  of  this 

month,  and  to  which,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  no  anfwer 

would  be  given. 

Richard  Penn. 
Sept.  4,  1775.  Arthur   Lee. 

To  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Majefty. 

WE  your  Majedy's  faithful  fubjefts  '4"  the  colonies 
of  New-Hampfhire,  MalTachufett's-Bay,  Rhode-  - 
Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New- 
York,  New  Jerfey,  Pennfyivania,  the  counties  of  New-* 
Jerfey,  Kent  and  SufTex  in  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, North  and  South  Carolina,  in  behalf  of  our^ 
felves  and  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  who  have 
deputed  us  to  repreient  them  in  General  Congrefs, 
entreat  your  Majefty's  gracious  attention  to  this  ouf 
humble  petition. 

The  union  between  our  mother  country  and  thefc. 
colonies,  and  the  energy  of  mild  and  juft  govenment, 
produced  benefits  fo  remarkably  important,  and  af- 
forded fuch  affurances  of  their  permanency  and  in- 
creafe,  that  the  wonder  and  envy  of  other  nations 
were  excited,  while  they  beheld  Great  Britain  rifing 
to  a  power  the  moft  extraordinary  the  world  had  e- 
ver  known.  Her  rivals  obferving  that  there  was  no 
probability  of  this  happy  connexion  being  broken  by 
civil  dilTentions,  and  apprehending  its  future  efFeefls, 
if  \dz  any  longer  undifturbed,  refolved  to  prevent  her 
receivins:  fo  contimued  and  formidable  an  accelTion  of 
wealth,  and  ftrength  by  checking  the  growth  of  thefe 
fettlements,  from  which  they  were  to  be  derived. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  attempt,  events  fo  unfa- 
vourable to  the  defign  took  place,  that  every  frien4 
to  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  and   thefe    colonies, 

T  1 1  2  f  ntertained 
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entertained  pleafing  and  reafonable  expeclations  of 
feeing  an  additional  force  and  extenfion  immediately 
given  to  the  operations  of  the  union  hitherto  experi- 
enced, by  an  enlargement  of  the  dominions  of  the 
crown,  and  the  removal  of  ancient  and  warlike  ene- 
jnies  to  a  greater  diftance. 

At  the  conclufion,  therefore,  of  the  late  war,  the 
moil  glorious  and  advantageous,  that  ever  had  been 
earned  on  by  Britilh  arms,  youi  lo}al  colonies  hav- 
ing contributed  to  its  fuccefs  by  fuch  repeated  and 
flieiiuous  exertions  as  frequently  procured  them  the 
dillinguilhed  approbation  of  your  Majefty,  of  the  late 
king,  and  of  parliament,  doubted  not  but  that  they 
iliouid  be  permitted,  with  the  reft  of  the  empire,  to 
Jhare  in  the  bleffings  of  peace,  and  the  emoluments 
of  vidory  and  conqueft.  While  thefe  recent  and  ho- 
nourable acknowledgments  of  their  merits  remained 
on  record  in  the  journals  and  acfls  of  that  auguft  legifla- 
ture,  the  parliament,  undefaced  hiy  the  imputation, 
or  even  the  fufpicion  of  any  offence,  they  were  alarm- 
ed by  a  new  fyftem  of  ftatutes  and  regulations,  adopt- 
ed for  the  adminiftration  of  the  colonies,  that  filled 
their  minds  with  themoft  painful  fears  and  jeaioufies  ; 
and  to  their  inexpreffible  aftonifliment,  perceived  the 
dangers  of  a  foreign  quarrel  quickly  fucceeded  by  do- 
meftic  dangers,  and  in  their  judgment  of  a  more 
dreadful  kind. 

Nor  were  their  anxieties  alleviated  by  any  tenden- 
cy in  this  fyftem  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  mo- 
ther country  :  for  though  its  effecls  were  more  imme- 
diately felt  by  them,  yet  its  influence  appeared  to  be 
injiTtous  to  the  commerce  and  profperity  of  Great- 
Briiiiin. 

"We  fhall  decline  the  ungrateful  tafk   of  defcrib- 
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ing  the  irkfome  variety  of  artifices  pradlifed  by  many 
of  your  Majefty's  minifters,  the  delufive  pretences, 
fruklefs  terrors,  and  unavailing  feverities,  which  have 
from  time  to  time  been  dealt  out  by  them  in  their  at- 
tempts to  execute  this  impolitic  plan,  or  of  tracino- 
through  a  feries  of  years  p aft  the  progrefs  of  the  un- 
happy differences  between  Great  Britain  and  thcfe  co- 
lonies, which  have  flowed  from  this  fatal  fource. , 

Your  Majefty's  minifters  perfevering  in  their  meafures, 
and  proceeding  to  open  hoftilities  for  enforcing  them^ 
have  compelled  us  to  arm  in  our  own  defence,  and  have 
engaged  us  in  a  controverfy  fo  peculiarly  abhorrent 
from  the  affedlions  of  your  ftill  faithful  colonifts,  that 
when  we  confider  whom  we  muft  oppofe  in  this  con- 
teft,  and  if  it  continues,  what  may  be  the  confequen- 
ces,  our  own  particular  misfortunes  are  accounted  by 
.us  only  as  parts  of  our  diftrefs. 

Knowing  to  what  violent  refentments  and  incura- 
ble animofitics  civil  difcords  are  apt  to  exafperate  and 
inflame  the  contending  parties,  we  think  ourfelves  re- 
quired, by  indifpenfible  obligations  to  Almighty  God, 
to  your  Majefty,  to  our  fellovv-fubjefts,  and  ourfelves, 
immediately  ta  ufe  all  the  means  in  our  power, 
not  incompatible  with  our  fafety,  for  ftopping  the 
further  effufion  of  blood,  and  for  averting  rhe  im- 
pending calamities  that  threaten  the  Britifh  empire. 
Thus  called  upon  to  addrefs  your  Majefty  on  affairs 
of  fuch  moment  to  America,  and  probably  to  all 
your  dominions,  we  are  earneftly  defirous  of  perform- 
ing this  office  with  the  utmoft  deference  to  your  Ma- 
jefty i  and  wc  therefore  pray  that  your  royal  magna- 
nimity and  benevolence  may  make  the  m'oft  favoura- 
ble conftruflions  of  our  expreffions  on  fo  uncommon 

an  occafion. 

Could 
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Could  we  reprefent,  in  their  full  force,  the  fenti- 
ments  which  agitate  the  minds  of  us,  your  dutiful 
fubjefl's,  we  are  perfuaded  your  Majefty  would  afcribe 
any  feeming  deviation  from  reverence,  in  our  lan- 
guage, and  even  in  our  conduft  not  to  any  reprehen- 
fible  intention,  but  to  the  impoffibility  of  reconciling 
the  ufual  appearances  of  refpeil  with  a  juft  attention 
to  our  prefervation  againil  thofe  artful  and  cruel  ene- 
mies, who  abufe  your  royal  confidence  and  authority 
for  the  purpofe  of  efFefting  our  deflruftion. 

Attached  to  your  Majefty 's  perfon,  family,  and  go* 
vernment,  with  all  the  devotion  that  principle  and 
afFeftion  can  infpire,  connefted  with  Great-Britain  by 
the  ftrongeft  ties  that  can  unite  fociecies,  and  deplo- 
ring every  event  that  tends  in  any  degree  to  weaken 
them,  we  folemnly  afTure  your  Majefty,  that  we  not 
only  moft  ardently  defire  the  former  harmony  between 
her  and  thefe  colonies  may  be  reftored,  but  that  a 
concord  may  be.eftablifhed  between  them  on  fo  firm 
a  bafts  as  to  perpetuate  its  bleflings  uninterrupted  by 
any  future  diffentions  to  fucceedinggenerations  in  both 
countries  -,  to  tranfmit  your  Majefty's  name  to  pofte- 
rity,  adorned  with  that  fignal  andla(ling  glory  that  has 
attended  the  memory  of  thofe  iiluftrious  perfonages, 
whofe  virtues  and  abilities  have  extricated  ftates  from 
dangerous  convulfions,  and  by  fecuring  happinefs  to 
others,  have  erefted  the  moft  noble  and  durable  monu- 
ments to  their  own  fame. 

We  beg  leave  further  to  afture  your  Majefty,  that 
notwithftanding  the  fufFerings  of  your  loyal  colonifts, 
during  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  controverfy,  our 
breails  retain  too  tender  a  regard  for  the  kingdom 
from  which  we  derive  our  origin,  to  requeft  fuch  a  re- 
conciliation, as  might  in  any  manner  be  inconfiftent 

with 
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with  her  dignity  or  her  welfare.  Thefe,  related  as 
we  are  to  her,  honour  and  duty,  as  well  as  inclina- 
tion, induce  us  tofupport  and  advance;  and  the  ap- 
prehenfions  that  now  opprefs  our  hearts  with  un- 
fpeakable  gri^f  being  once  removed,  your  Majelly 
will  find  your  faithful  fubjedts,  on  this  continent,  rea- 
dy, and  willing,  at  all  times,  as  they  have  ever  been, 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  aflert  and  maintain  the 
rights  and  intereils  of  your  Majefty,  and  ofour  mother 
country. 

We  therefore  befcech  your -Majelly,  that  your  roy- 
al authority  and  influence  may  be  gracioufly  inter- 
pofed  to  procurp.us  relief  from  our  afflicling  fears 
and  jealoufies,  occafioned  by  the  fyilem  before  men- 
tioned, and  to  fettle  peace  through  every  part  of  your 
dominions;  with  all  humility  fubmitting  to  your  Ma- 
jelly's  wife  confideration,  whether  it  may  not  be  ex-- 
pedient,  for  facilitating  thofe  important  purpofes  that 
your  Majelly  be  pleafed  to.  dired  fome  mode  by  whic.'i 
the  united  applications  of  your  faithful  coloniiis  to  the 
throne',  in  purfuance  of  their  common- councils,  mav 
be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permament  reconcili- 
ation; and  that  in  the  mean  time  meafures  may  be 
taken  for  preventing  the  further  deiliuftion  of  the 
lives  of  your  Majefty's  fubjec^s,  and  thac  fuch  flatutes 
as  more  immediately  difirefs  any  cf  yourMajeily's  co- 
lonies be  repealed.  For  by  fuch  arrangements,  as 
your  Majefly's  wifdom  can  form,  for  coileclinp-  the 
united  fenfe  of  your  American  people,  who  are  con- 
vinced your  i^.lajeily  would  receive  fuch  fatisfadlory 
proofs  of  the  diipofuion  of  the  coloaids  towards  their 
parent  Hate,  that  the  wiflied  for  opportunity  would 
foon  be  rellored  to^them  of  evidencing  the  fmcerity  of 
their  profe.Tions,   by  every  teilimony  of  devotion  be- 


coming 
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coming  the  moft  dutiful  fubjefts,  and  the  moft   affec- 
tionate colonifts. 

That  your  Majefty  may  enjoy  a  long  and  prof- 
perous  reign,  and  that  your  defcendants  may  goverrt 
thefe  dominions,  with  honour  to  themfelv'es  and 
happinefs  to  their  fubjedls,  is  our  fincere  and  fervent 
prayer. 

JoHfr  Hancock. 

Colonies  of  New  Hampfhire. — John  Langdon,  T. 
Cufliing. 

MafTachufett's-Bay. — Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams, 
Robert  Treat  Paine. 

Rhode  Ifland — Stephen  Hopkins,  Samuel  Ward> 
Eliphant  Dyar. 

Connefticut. — Roger  Sherman,  Silas  Deane. 

New  York. — Philip  Livingfton,  James  Duane,  J. 
Allbp,  Francis  Lewis,  John  Jay,  Robert  Livingfton, 
junior,  Lewis  Morris,  William  Fioyde,  Henry  Wifner. 

New  Jerf^y.— -William  Levingflon.  John  Deharts, 
Richard  Smith. 

Pennfylvania. — John  Dickinfon,  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, George  Rofs,  James  Wilfon,  Charles  Wilfon,  C. 
Humphreys,  Edward  Biddle. 

Delaware  Counties. — Caefar  Rodney,  Thomas 
M^Kean,  George  Read. 

Maryland, — Matthew  Tilgham,  Thomas  Johnfon, 
junior,  William  Peace,  Samuel  Chafe,  Thomas  Stone* 

Virginia. — P.  Henry,  junior,  R.  Henry  Lee,  Ed- 
mund Pendleton,  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Thomas  Jeffer- 


fon. 


North  Caroliija. — William  Elooper,  Jofeph  Hewes* 
South     Carolina. —  Henry      Middleton,     Thomas 

Lynch,    Chriftopher  Gafden,   J.    Rutledge,   Edward 

Rutledge. 

'  The 
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The  Addrefs,  Memorial,  and  Petition,  of  feveral  of 
the  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  and  Traders  of  the 
city  of  London,  prefented  by  a  deputation  to  his 
Majefty,    on  Wednefday,   the   nth  of  Odober^ 

1775- 
To  the  King's  moll  excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs,   Memorial,   and  Petition  of 
the  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  and  Traders  of  Lon- 
don. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 
We  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts, 
the  Gentlem.en,   Merchants,  and  Traders  of  London, 
beg  leave   to   approach  your  Majefty  v/ith  unfeigned 
allurances  of  affeflion   and   attachment  to  your  Ma- 
jefty's peffon  and  government,  and  to  reprefent,  with 
great  humility,   out  fentiments  on  the  prefent  alarm- 
ing ftate  of  public  affairs. 

By  the  operation  of  divers  a6ls  of  the  Britifti  parlia- 
ment, we  behold,  with  deep  affliftion,  that  happy 
communion  of  interefts  and  good  offices,  which  had 
fo  long  fubfifted  between  this  country  and  America^ 
fufpended,  ahd  an  intercburfe  (which,  augmenting  as 
'  it  grew,  the  ftrength  and  dignity  of  your  Majefty's  do- 
minions, hath  enabled  your  Majefty  to  defeat  the  na- 
tural rivals  of  your  greatnefs  in  every  quarter  of  the 
world)  threatened  with  irretrievable  ruin. 

We  fhould  humbly  reprefent  to  your  M;ijefty,  if 
ihey  had  not  been  already  reprefented,  the  deadly 
■  -Ivouiids  which  the  commerce  of  this  country  muft 
feel  from  thefe  unfortunate  meafures  ;  for  that  it  has 
not  yet  more  deeply  felt  them  is  owing  fo  temporary 
and  accidental  caufes,  which  cannot  long  continue. 

But  we  beg  your  Majefty  to  caft  an  eye  on  the  ge- 
neral property  of  this  land,  and  to  reflet  what  muft 
Volt.  Uuu  be 
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be  its   fate  when   deprived  of  our  American  com- 
merce. 

It  fills  our  minds  with  additional  grief  to  fee  the 
blood  and  treafure  of  your  Majefty's  fubjefls  wafted 
in  efFefting  a  fatal  fcparation  between  the  different 
parts  of  your  Majefty's  empire,  by  a  war,  uncertain 
in  the  event,  deftru6tive  in  its  confequences,  and  the 
objed-  contended  for  loft  in  the  conteft. 

The  experience  we  have  had  in  your  Majefty's 
paternal  regard  for  the  welfare  and  privileges  of  all 
your  people,  and  the  opinion  we  entertain  of  the  juf- 
tice  of  the  Britifti  parliament,  forbids  us  to  believe 
that  laws,  fo  repugnant  to  the  policy  of  former  times, 
would  have  received  their  fanftion,  had  the  real  cir- 
cumftances  and  fentiments  of  the  colonies  been 
thoroughly  underftood,  or  the  true  principles  of  their 
connexion  with  the  mother  country  been  duly  \veigh- 
ed  :  we  are  therefore  neceflarily  conftrained  to  im- 
pute blame  to  thofe  by  whom  your  Majefty  and  the 
parliament  have  been  defignedly  mifled,  or  partially, 
informed  of  thofe  matters,  on  a  full  knowledge  of 
whch  alone,  determinations  of  fuch  importance  ftiould 
have  been  founded. 

We  beg  leave  further  to  reprefent  to  your  Majef- 
ty, that  in  queftions  of  high  national  concern,  affed:- 
ing  the  deareft  iriterefts  of  a  ftate,  fpeculation  and  ex- 
periment are  feldom  to  be  juftified  : — That  want  of 
forefight  is  want  of  judgment  j  and  perfevera-nce  in 
meafures  which  repeated  experience  hath  condemned, 
ceafcs  to  be  error. 

,    We  might  appeal  to  the  hiftories  of  all  countries  to 
ftiew,  that  force  had  never  been  employed  with  fuc- 
cefs,  to  change  the  opinions  or  convince  the  minds  of 
freemen ;   and,  from  the  annals  of  our  own  in  parti- 
cular, 
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trular,  we  learn,  that  the  free  and  voluntary  gifts  of 
the  fubjed  has  ever  exceeded  the  exadlions  of  the 
Iword. 

Rcfi-Taining,  prohibitory,  and  penal  laws  have  failed 
to  re-eftablifli  the  public  tranquility  j  and  the  prefent 
ftate  of  this  unfortunate  difpute  affords  reafcn  to  be- 
lieve, that,  as  it  comn^enced  without  policy,  it  muft 
be  profecuted  by  means  which  the  natural  and  confti- 
tutionai  ftrength  of  Great-Britain  cannot  fupply. 

In  your  Majefty's  juftice  we  confide  for  a  fair  con- 
ftru6tioR  of  an  apprehenfion  we  have  conceived,  that 
your  Majefty  hath  been  advifed  to  take  foreign  troops 
into  BritiHi  pay,  and  to  raife  and  difcipiine:  Papifts, 
both  in  Ireland  and  Canada,  for  the  purpofe  of  enfor- 
cing fubmifTion  to  laws  which  your  Majefty's  Protef- 
tant  fubje6ts  in  America  conceive  to  be  deftruftive  of 
their  liberties,  and  againft  which  they  have  repeatedly 
petitioned  in  vain. 

Anxious  to  vindicate  the  national  honour,  we  would 
willingly  difcredit  reports  of  (laves  incited  to  infurrec- 
tion,  and  barbarous  nations  encouraged  to  take  up 
arms  againft  our  American  brethren  if  they  had  not 
prevailed  without  refutation,  and  filled  the  minds  of 
your  Majefty's  faithful  fubjefls  with  indignation  and 
horror. 

If  to  thefe  circumftances  of  peril  and  diftrefs,  our 
fears  could  fuggeft  any  addition,  we  might  juftly  ex- 
pect it  from  the  refentment  of  thofe  powerful  ene- 
mies, who  have  ever  fliewn  a  readinefs  to  take  advan- 
tages of  our  internal  commotions,  and  will  joyfully 
embrace  the  occafion  of  avenging  that  difgrace  they 
fuftained,  during  the  late  glorious  war,  from  the 
united  arms  of  Great-Britain  and  America;  and  we 
fhould  indeed  be  reduced  to  defpair,  but  that  we  are 

U  u  u  2  encouraged 
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encouraged  to  look  up  to  your  Majefty,  the  commoii 
father  of  all  your  people,  as  the  happy  inftrument  in 
the  hands  of  Divine  Providence,  which  bringeth  good 
our  of  evil,  for  reftorjng  to  this  diilradVed  empire  the 
blefTings  of  mutual   confidence,  liberty  and  peace. 

For  the  fpeedy  effecling  of  .which,  we  moft  huna- 
b]y  bcfeech  your  Majefty  to  caufe  hoftilities  to  ceafe 
in  your  Majefty's  colonies  in  America,  and  to  adopt 
fuch  a  mode  of  reconciling  this  unhappy  controverfy, 
as  rnay  beft  promote  the  intereft  of  commerce,  and 
the  welfare  of  all  your  peple, 

(Signed  by  1171  perfons.) 

Addrefs  of  a  very  numerous  body  of  the  Merchants 
and  Traders  of  the  city  of  London,  prefented  by 
a  deputation  of  them  to  his  Majefty,  on  Saturday 
the  14th  of  Oftober,  1775,  which  Addrefs  his  Ma- 
jefty was  pleafed  to  receive  very  gracioyftyi  and 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  deputation  had  the  hcnoirr 
to  kifs  his  Majefty '3  hand. 
'       To  the  King's  moll  Excellent  Majefty. 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 
WE  your  Majefty's  faithful  and  loyal  fubje6"ts., 
merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  of  London,  filled 
with  the  deepcft  concern  at  the  unjuftifiable  proceed- 
ings of  fome  of  your  Mr^efty's  colonies  in  A.merica, 
beg  leav^  to  approach 'your  royal  throne  to  teftify 
our  entire  difapprobation  and  abhorrence  of  them, 
with  the  moft  folemn  afturances  that  we  will  fupport 
your  Majefty  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  in  main- 
taining the  authority  of  the  kgiflature  of  this  coun- 
try, which,  we  conceive,  does  and  ought  to  extend 
over  and  pervade  every  part  of  theBritifli  dominions. 
With   regret   and    indicrnation    we    fee     colonies 

which 
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which  owe  their  exiftence,  and  every  blefling  that  at- 
tended their  late  profperous  fituation,  to  this  their 
parent  country,  unnaturally  regardlefs  of  the  fofter- 
ing  hand  that  raifed  and  fupported  them,  and  afFeft- 
ing  diftinftions  in  their  dependence,  not  founded  in 
law,  or  in  the  conftitution  of  Great  Britain. 

We  are  convinced  by  the  experienced  clemency  of 
your  Majefty's  government,  that  no  endeavours  will 
be  wanting  to  induce  our  deluded  fellow- fubjeds  to 
return  to  their  obedience  to  that  conftitution  which 
our  anceftors  bled  to  eftabiifh,  and  which  has  flou- 
riflied,  pure  and  uninterrupted,  under  the  mild  go- 
vernment of  the  houfe  of  Hanover. 

May  that  Being,  who  governs  the  univerfe,  fo  di- 
red:  your  Majefty's  councils  and  meafures,  that,  from 
the  prefent  confufion,  order  may  arife,  and  peace  a- 
gain  be  reftorcd. 

That  your  Majefty   may  long  reign  over  an  happy 
^nd  united  people  is  the  earneit  prayer  of, 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

Your  Majefty's  moft  faithful  and  loyal  fubjefts. 
(Signed  by  941  perfons.) 

His  Majeftiy's  moft  gracious  Speech  to  both  Koufes 

of  Parliament,  on  Thurfday  the  26th  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1775. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  prefent  fituation  of  America,  and  my  con- 
ftant  defire  to  have  your  advice,  concurrence,  and 
aftiftance  on  every  important  occafion,  have  deter- 
mined me  to  call  you  thus  early  togetlier. 

Thofe  who  have  long  too  fuccefsfully  laboured  to 
inflame  my  people  in  America  by  grofs  mifreprefenta- 
tions,  and  to  infufe  into  their  minds  a  fyftem  of  opi- 
nions 
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nions  repugnant  to  the  true  conftitution  of  the  colo- 
nies, and  to  their  fubordinate  relation  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, now  openly  avow  their  revolt,  hoftility,  and  re- 
bellion. They  have  raifed  troops,  and  are  colleft- 
ino-  a  naval  force;  they  have  feized  the  public  reve- 
nue, and  afiumed  to  themfclves  Icgiflative,  executive, 
and  judical  powers,  which  they  already  exercife,  in 
the  oioft  arbitrary  manner,  over  the  perfons  and  pro- 
perties of  their  fellow-fubjefts;  and  although  nnany 
of  thefe  unhappy  people  may  ftill  retain  their  loyalty, 
and  m.ay  be  too  wife  not  to  fee  the  fatal  confequence 
of  this  ufurpation,  and  wilh  to  refill:  it;  yet  the  tor- 
rent of  violence  has  been  ftrong  enough  to  compel 
their  acquielcence  till  afufficient  force  Ihall  appear  to 
fupport  them. 

The  authors  and  promoters  of  this  defperate  con- 
fpiracy,  have,  in  the  condu6c  of  it,  derived  great  ad- 
vantage fi'om  the  difference  of  our  intentions  and 
theirs.  They  meant  only  to  amufe  us  by  vague  ex- 
prelTions  of  attachment  to  the  parent  Itate,  and  the 
ilrohi^eft  proteftations  of  loyalty  to  me,  whilft  they 
were  preparing  for  a  general  revolt.  On  our  part, 
though  it  was  declared  in  our  laft  feflions,  that  a  re- 
rebellion  exifted  within  the  province  of  the  MafTachu- 
fett's-Bay,  yet  even  that  province  we  wifhed  rather  to 
reclaim  than  to  fubdue.  The  refolutions  of  parlia- 
ment breathed  a  fpirit  of  moderation  and  forbearance; 
conciliatory  propofitions  accompanied  the  meafures 
taken  to  enforce  authority;  and  the  coercive  afts 
were  adapted,  to  cafes  of  criminal  com.binations  a- 
mongfr  fubjcfts  not  then  in  arms.  I  had  afted  with 
the  fame  tein per;  anxious  to  prevent,  if  it  had  been 
poffible,  the  effufion  of  the  blood  of  my  fubjeds,  and 
the  calamities,  v/hich  are  infeparable  from  a  (late  of 

war; 
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war;  ftill  hoping  that  my  people  in  America  would 
have  decerned  the  traiterous  views  of  their  leaders, 
and  have  been  convinced  that  to  be  afubject  of  Great 
Britain,  with  all  its  confequences,  is  to  be  the  freefl: 
member  of  any  civil  fociety  in  the  known  world. 

The  rebellious  war  now  levied  is  become  more 
general,  and  is  manifeftly  carried  on  for  the  purpofe 
of  eftablifliing  an  independent  empire.  I  need  not 
dwell  upon  the  fatal  effetls  of  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a 
plan.  The  objeft  is  too  important,  the  fpirit  of  the 
Britifh  nation  too  high,  the  refources  which  God  hath 
blefled  her  too  numerous,  to  give  up  {o  many  colo- 
nies which  (he  has  planted  with  great  induftry,  nurfcd 
with  great  tendernefs,  encouraged  with  many  com- 
mercial advantages,  and  protected  and  defended  at 
much  expence  of  blood  and  treafure. 

It  is  now  become  the  part  of  wifdom,  and  (in  its 
effefts)  of  clemency,  to  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  thefe  dif- 
orders  by  the.moft  decifive  exertions.  For  this  pur- 
pofe, I  have  increafed  my  naval  eftablifhment,  and 
have  greatly  augmented  my  land-forces  j  but  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  may  be  the  ieaft  burthen  Tome  to  my  king- 
doms. 

I  have  alfo  the  fati.^faftion  to  inform  you,  that  I 
have  received  the  mod  friendly  offers  of  foreign  afnft- 
ancej  and  if  I  Ihall  make  any  treaties  in  confequence 
thereof,  they  fhall  be  laid  before  you.  And  I  have, 
in  teftimony  of  my  affecftion  for  my  people,  who  can 
have  no  caufe  in  which  I  am  not  equally  interefled, 
fent  to  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar  and  Pcrt-Mahon,  a 
part  of  my  Eleftoral  troops,  in  order  that  a  larger  num- 
ber of  the  eftablifhed  forces  of  this  kingdom  may  be 
applied  to  the  maintenance  of  its  authority,  and  the 
national  miiitia   planned  and   regulated  with  equal 
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regard  to  the  rights,  fafety,  and  proteiflion  of  my 
crown  and  people,  may  give  a  farther  extent  and  ac- 
tivity to  our  military  operations. 

When  the  unhappy  and  deluded  multitude,  againft 
whom  this  force  will  be  direfted,  fliall  become  fenfible 
of  their  error,  I  fliall  be  ready  to  receive  the  mifled 
with  tendernefs  and  mercy;  and  in  order  to  prevent 
the  inconveniences  which  may  arife  from  the  great 
(liftance  of  their  fituation,  and  to  remove  as  foon  as 
pofiTible,  the  calamities  which  they  fufFer,  I  fhall  give 
authority  to  certain  perfons  Upon  the  fybt,  to  grant 
o-eneral  or  particular  pardons  or  indemnities,  in  luch 
manner,  and  to  fuch  perfons.  as  they  Ihall  think  fit, 
and  to  receive  the  fubmiflion  of  any  province  or  co- 
lony which  fliall  be  difpofed  to  return  to  its  allegi- 
ance. It  may  be  alfo  proper  to  authorife  the  perfons 
fo  commiiTioned  to  reftore  fuch  province  or  colony^^ 
fo  returning  to  its  allegiance,  to  the  free  exercife  of 
its  trade  and  commerce,  and  to  the  fame  protefbiori 
and  fecurity,  as  if  fuch  province  or  colony  had  never 
revolted. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

I  have  ordered  the  proper  eftimates  for  the  enfuing 
year  to  be  laid  before  you;  and  I  rely  on  your  affec- 
tion to  me,  and  your  refolution  to  maintain  the  jull 
rights  of  this  country,  for  fuch  fupplies  as  the  prefent 
circumftances  of  our  affairs  require.  Among  the  ma- 
ny unavoidable  ill  confequences  of  this  rebellion,  none 
affects  me  more  fenfibly  than  the  extraordinary  bur- 
then which  it  muft  create  to  my  faithful  fubjeds. 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  fully  opened  to  you  my  views  and  inten- 
tions. The  conllant  employment  of  my  thoughts,  and 
the  moft  earnefl:  wiihes  of  my   heart,   tend  wholly  to 
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the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  all  my  people,  and  to  the 
re-eftablifhment-of  order  and  tranquility  through  the 
feveral  parts  of  nny  dominions,  in  a  clofe  conneclion 
andconftitutional  dependence.  You  fee  the  tenden- 
cy of  the  prelent  diforders,  and  I  have  dated  to  you 
the  meafures  which  I  mean  to  purfue  for  lupprefiTing 
them.  Whatever  remains  to  be  done^  that  may  far- 
ther contribute  to  this  end,  I  commit  to  your  wifdom. 
And  I  am  happy  to  add,  that,  as  well  from  the  affu- 
rances  I  have  received,  as  from  the  general  appear- 
ances of  affairs  in  Europe,  I  fee  no  probability  that 
the  meafures  which  you  may  adopt  will  be  mcerrupt- 
ed  by  difput^s  with  any  foreign  power. 
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Aftjcrt  Vieiv  of  American  Affair Sj  1775. — The  Invafion 
of  Canada  By  the  Colonijis. — The  Forts  of  CbajnBlee 
aud  St.  John  taken. — Montreal  taken. — Arnold  ap- 
pears before  ^ebec. — General  Montgomery  joins  him., 
The  Siege. — An  Attempt  to  Storm  the  Town. — Mont- 
gomery killed.— Arnold  wounded.— The  Frovinciah 
retire^. 


THE  colonifts  in  proportion  as  their  hopes  of  ae- 
commodationwith  the  mother  country  decrcafed^ 
grew  more  daring  in  their  enterprizes,  and  extended 
their  views  to  more  diftant  and  remote  confequences. 
The  parliament  of  Great-Britain  having  pafTed  a  law 
cftablifhing  the  Popifh  religion  in  Canada,  greatly- 
alarmed  the  colonifts. They  confidered  this  law, 

which  went  by  the  name  of  the  Quebec  A<51,  as  a  flra- 
tagem  of  Itate,  intended  to  feduce  the  Papifts  in  Ca- 
nada into  the  defigns  of  government;  which  were  to 
excite  the  Canadians  to  take  up  arms,  and  fall  up- 
on the  back  fettlements  of  the  New  England  pro- 
vinces. It  appeared  even  to  the  people  at  home  to 
have  this  intention,  and  was  greatly  complained  of  by 
the  true  friends  to  the  conftitution.  It  was  faid  to  be 
an  infringement  of  the  revolution  fettlement,  and  a 
violation  of  the  King's  coronation  oath,  as  well  as  a 
palpable  fyflem  of  partiality  to  Popery  in  the  framers 
of  that  law.  The  whole  of  the  difpute  upon  this  fub- 
ject  is  fo  well  known,  and  has  been  fo  often  reviewed 
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in  various  publications,  that  I  fhall  tal<e  no  more  no- 
tice of  it  on  this  occafion.  The  intentions  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  government  were  perfeftly  underllood  by  the 
colonifts,  who  purfued  fuch  meafures  as  they  thought 
were  mod  proper  to  render  the  fcheines  of  the  minif- 
try  of  none  efFeft.  It  was  the  apprehenfion  of  the  con- 
feqiiences  of  this  bill  that  made  the  colonies  in  op- 
pofition,  fo  warmly  addrefs  the  French  inhabitants  of 
Canada;  which  has  been  already  taken  notice  of. 

As  the  good  fuccefs  of  a  former  expedition  to  the 
Lakes  had  given  fpirits  to  the  Americans,  and  Ticon- 
derao-o  and  Crown  Point  was  now  in  their  hands,  the 
congrefs  was  rcfolved  to  make  a  bold  pulh  for  the 
pofleflion  of  all  Canada  j  the  way  to  it  was  open  by 
their  poffefTing  the  command  of  the  Lakes,  and  they 
thought  that  if  they  could  accompliHi  this  grand  de- 
fign  they  would  in  a  great  meafiJre  emancipate  them- 
felves  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Britifh  government. — 
Such  a  meafure,  of  fo  extraordinary  a  magnitude  re- 
quired the  moft  ferious  confideration.  They  had  hi- 
therto been  only  {landing  upon  the  defenfive,  and 
endeavouring  to  fupport  what  they  believed  to  be 
their  jtift  rights  and  privileges,  againft  the  invafionof 
an  arbitrary  power,  that  fecmed  determined  to  wrefp 
that  from  them  ;  but  this  was  a  new  project,  and 
carried  the  matter  a  great  deal  farther.  It  was  mak- 
ing the  war  ofFenfive,  and  attacking  the  power  of  the 
fovereign  in  thofe  parts  where  they  were  not  imme- 
diately concerned.  The  conduct  of  the  colonies  in 
their  former  proceedings  was  fupported  by  very  ftront*- 
authority,  and  precedents  the  moft  refpeclable ;  op- 
preiTion  and  injuftice  in  many  governments  had  been 
tppofed  and  refifted.  But  this  new  proceeding  of 
the  colonifts  was  faid  to  be  without  precedent.     To 
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fly  in  the  face  of  the  fovereign,  carry  on  war  in  his 
dominions,  and  invade  a  province  to  which  they  could 
lay  no  claim,  nor  pretend  to  ^ny  right,  appeared  fuch 
an  outrage  as  not  only  to  overthrow  every  plea  of 
juftifiable  refiftance,  but  militated  with  the  eftablifh- 
e^  opinions,  principles,  and  feelings  of  mankind  in  ge- 
neral. 

ic  was  alledged  on  the  other  fide,  that  the  danger 
was  prelling  and  great.  General  Carleton  had  re- 
ceived powers  from  government  of  an  alarming  na- 
ture, and  was  authorized  to  arm  the  Canadians,  and 
to  march  them  out  of  the  country,  againft  the  other 
colonies,  with  a  defign  to  reduce  them  to  a  ftate  of 
bondage  and  flavery  ;  and  was  impovvercd  to  proceed 
even  to  capital  punifnment,  againft  all  thofe,  and  in 
all  places,  whom  he  fhould  judge  rebels  and  oppo- 
fers  of  the  laws.  The  powers  he  had  received  with- 
in his  own  province  were  equal  to  thofe  of  the  moft 
arbitrary  princes  in  Europe,  and  had  been  already  felt 
both  by  the  Englifh  and  French  fubjeds.  Tho' 
the  Canadians  had  hitherto  refyfed  to  be  embodied, 
or  to  march  upon  any  terms  out  of  the  province,  it 
was  eafily  perceived,  that  as  foon  as  the  governor's 
authority  was  inforced  by  the  arrival  of  troops  from 
England,  that  the  Canadians  would  be  obliged  to 
obey  him  miplicitly,  as  well  in  that  as  in  other  piat- 
ters. 

He  had  already  engaged  a  confiderable  number  of 
Canadians,  and  other  Indians,  in  his  fervice ;  and  if 
hib  arms  once  became  predominant,  the  defire  of 
fpoil  would  brin^  the  favages  in  crouds  from  the  re- 
moteil  defarts  to  afiift  him.  Befides,  they  were  per- 
fe<5lly  acquainted  with,  and  therefore  had  every  thing 
to   dread   from  the    zeal    and   fpirit  of  enterpri?-", 
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and    talents   of   that  able    and  refolute  officer.     In 
fuch  circumflances  they  confidered  it   contrary  to  all 
the  rules   of  reafoh  and  prudence  to  wait  till   they 
were  attacked  by  a  formidable   force  at   their  backs, 
in  the  very  inflant  that  it  would  require  all  their  power 
and  force  to  defend  their  coafts,    and   proteft  their 
capital  cities  againft  the  refentment  of  a  might  power, 
which  they  had  To  much  provoked  and  offended,  and 
with  whom  they  were  entering  into  a  conceft,  arduous 
and  hitherto  untried.     They  alledged  that  it  wiis  as 
juft  to  prevent  a  known  enemy  fi-om  gathering  ftrcngrh 
to  deftroy  them,  when   they  knew  that   he  intended 
their  ruin,  as  it  was  jufl  to  defend  themfeives  againft 
them,  when  they  afiauked  them;    and  that  the  prin^- 
ciples  of   felf-defence  allowed   them    to  take  every 
ftep  which  their  reafon  fuggefted   to   prevent  their 
own  ruin  i  and  that  it  was  lefs  cruel  to  prevent  fuch 
an  evil  than  to  fufFer  it,  if  they  poffibly  could  prevent 
it.     They  faid  that  there  was  no  law  of  nature,  of 
reafon,  nor  convention  among  mankind,  by  which  a 
perfon  was  bound    by  a   fimple  fpedator  while  his 
enemy  was  loading  his  gun  for  his  deftru6lion,  was 
Jie  to  wait  till  the  execution  was   over,  for  fear  he 
fhould   be   confidered  as    an    aggrelTor?     Cafes  and 
queftions  of  this  nature,  however  entertaining  in  other 
occafions,  have  no  weight  in  circumttances  on  which 
the  fate  of  nations  depend.     Were  they  only  to  feek 
a  redrefs  when   the  favages  had  penetrated  into  their 
country,  and  the  fury  of  the   flames  which  had  con- 
fumed  their  fettlements   were  only  retarded   by  the 
blood  of  our  wives  and  infants  ? 

The  congrefs  were  fenfible  that  they  had  no"^  pro- 
ceeded fo  far  as  could  only  be  juftified  by  the  force 
of   arms;   for  force  of  arsjument  had  no  influence  ud- 

on 
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on  thofe  they  had  to  difpute  with.  They  had  already 
drawn  the  fword,  and  the  appeal  was  made.  It'was 
now  too  late  to  turn  back,  and  to  waver  was  certain 
deftruftion.  Their  ruccefs  now  depended  upon  vi- 
o-orous  meafures,  which  could  alone  give  fanftion  to 
their  refiftance,  and  c^i^po^e  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  to  an  accommodation  upon  lenient  terms; 
without  this  they  knew  that  they  would  not  only 
lofe  their  liberties  for  which  they  contended,  but  all 
their  other  privileges  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  a  jea- 
lous and  provoked  government.  In  fuch  a  fituation, 
their  moderation  in  the  inftance  of  Canada  they 
imagined  would  be  but  a  poor  plea  for  compafTion  or 
indulgence. 

They  were  well  informed  of  the  flate  of  affairs  in 
Canada,  and  underftood  the  temper  of  the  people: 
this  lad  gave  them  encouragement  in  the  enterprTze 
they  were  about  to  engage  in.  They  knew  that 
the  French  inhabitants,  excepting  the  noblefie  and 
clergy,  were  generally  as  much  difcontented  at  the 
fettingalide  the  Englifh  laws,  and  the  introduftion  of 
the  new  fyftem  of  g  vernment,  as  the  Britilh  fettiers 
themfelves.  It  appeared  exceeding  probable  that 
this  new  difcontent  co-operating  with  their  rooted  a- 
verfion  which  they  had  to  their  ancient,  proud,  and 
oppreflive  tyrants,  the  noblefle,  or  lords  of  the  ma- 
nors, and  the  mortal  dread  which  they  had  of  being 
again  reduced  to  their  former  Hate  of  valTalage,  would 
incline  them  to  confider  the  provincials  rather  as 
iriends  than  invaders,  and  make  them  embrace  fo  fa- 
vourable an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  Ihare  of  the 
common  iiberry,  which  they  were  contending  for. — 
Though  the  Canadians  were  unacquainted  with  the 
nature  of  the  controverfy,  and  very  little  jnterefted  in 
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it,  yet  as  it  appeared  to  be  for  liberty,  and  American 
freedom,  the  name  was  pleafing,  and  likely  to  en- 
gage their  attention.  It  was  alfo  in  favour  of  the 
colonies,  of  which  Canada  was  a  part. 

It  was  determined  not  to  lofe  the  opportunity  of 
purfuing  this  meafure,  while  the  Britilh  arms  were 
weak,  and  fhut  up  within  the  town  of  Bofton:  this 
was  confidered  as  a  proper  time  for  attempting  the 
redudion  of  the  province  of  Canada.  A  body  of  New 
York  militia  and  New  England  troops,  and  fome  o- 
thers,  to  the  amount  of  2000  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Generals  Schulyer  and  Montgomery, 
were  appointed  for  this  fervice.  Batteaus  and  fiat- 
boats  were  built  at  Ticonderago  and  Crown- Point,  to 
convey  the  troops  along  Lake  Champlain  to  the  ri- 
ver Sorrel,  which  forms  the  entrance  into  Canada, 
and  is  compofed  of  the  furplus  waters  of  the  LakeSj 
which  it  difcharges  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and 
would  afford  an  agreeable  communication  betwixt 
that  river  and  the  Lakes,  were  it  not  on  account  of 
the  rapidity  in  fome  parts  that  obftrucls  the  naviga- 
tion. The  Sorrel  runs  a  courfe  of  69  miles,  and  falls 
into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  in  latitude  46.  10.  Ion. 
72.  25. 

General  Montgomery,  who  was  at  Crown-Point, 
had  received  intelligence,  that  a  fchooner  of  fome 
confiderable  force,  with  other  armed  veffels  which 
lay  at  St.  John's  on  the  river  Sorrel,  were  making 
ready  to  enter  the  L^kc,  and  were  intended  to  ob- 
ftru(fb  the  paffage  of  the  provincials.  Upon  receiving 
this  information,  tho'  he  had  not  the  half  of  the  forces 
that  were  intended  for  this  expedition,  he  proceeded 
with  thofe  which  he  had  to  the  Ifle  of  Noix,  which 
Jies  in  the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  took  necefiary 
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meafures  to  guard  againft  the  paffage  of  thefe  vef- 
lels  into  the  Lakes.  General  Schuyler,  who  was  at 
that  time  chief  in  command,  having  arrived  at  Albai- 
nv,  the  two  generals  publillied  a  declaration  to  en-  ^  j 
couracre  and  purfuade  the  Canadians  to  join  them, 
and  with  this  expectation  marched  on  to  the  Fort  of 
St.  John,  which  lies  only  about  twelve  miles  from 
the  above  mentioned  ifland.  Having  taken  a  view  of 
the  fort  at  fome  fmall  diftance,  they  perceived  finga- 
tures  of  ftrong  refiftance,  which  made  them  land  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  in  a  woody  country,  full  of  deep 
fwamps,  and  interfedted  with  creeks  and  waters.  In 
this  fituation  they  were  attacked  by  a  confiderable 
body  of  Indians,  who  did  not  negledl  to  take  hold  of 
the  advantages  which  the  fituation  afforded  them.— 
Thefe  two  circumftances  concurring,  namely  the  ap- 
parent ftrength  of  the  fort,  and  the  refiftance  of  the 
Indians,  determined  them  to  return  to  their  former 
ftation  in  the  itland,  and  wait  till  the  arrival  of  the 
artillery  and  reinforcements,  which  were  expefted. 

Schuyler  upon  this  returned  to  Albany,  to  con- 
clude a  treaty  with  the  Indians  in  thefe  parts,  which 
he  had  been  negociating  for  fome  time  paftj  but  be-  . 
ing  thro'  illnefs  unable  to  return,  the  whole  weight 
of  the  war  fell  upon  General  Montgomery.  This 
crentleman  was  moft  eminently  qualified  for  military 
fbrvice;  though  perhaps  this  expedition  required 
the  utmoft  reach  of  all  nis  abilities.  His  fiift  meafure 
was  to  detach  from  the  fervice  of  General  Carleton 
thofe  Indians  who  had  joined  them,  and  being 
ftrengthened  by  the  arrival  of  his  reinforcements 
and  artillery,  he  prepared  to  lay  fiege  to  the  fort  of 
St.  John.  This  fort  was  garrifoned  by  the  greater 
part  of  the  7th  and    26  regiments,    being  nearly  all 
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the  regular  troops  then  in  Canada  -,  and  was  well  pro- 
vided with  ftores,  ammunition,  and  artillery. 

The  parties  of  the  provincials  were  fpread  over 
the  adjacent  country,  and  were  every  where  well  re- 
ceived by  the  Canadians,  who,  befides  joining  them 
in  great  numbers,  gave  every  pbflible  affiftance,  whe- 
ther in  carrying  on  the  fiege,  removing  their  artille- 
ry, or  fupplying  them  with  provifions  and  necefiaries. 
While    matters   were   in   this  fituation,.  the  famous 
Ethan  Allen,  who,  without  ^ny  commiffioii  from  the 
congrefs,  had  a  principal  fhare  in  the  original  expedi- 
tion to  the  lakes,  and  the  taking  of  the  forts -and 
who  fince,  under  the  title  of  colonel,  feems  ratKer  to 
have  a6led  as  one  of  the  party,  than  as  a  perfon. obe- 
dient to  any  regular  command,  had  a  mind  to  figna- 
lize  himfelf,  by  furpfizing  the  town  and  garrifon  of 
Montreal.     He  undertook  this  hazardous  enterprize 
^t  the  head  of  a  (mall  party  of  provincials  and  Cana- 
dians, without  the  knowledge  of  the  commander  m 
chief,  or  the  afiiftance  which  he  might  have  procu- 
cured  from  fome  of  the  other  detached  parties.     The 
event  was  utifiiccefsful  as  the  tindertaking  was  rafh. 
The  militia,  fupported  by  a  few  regular  troops,  under 
the  command  of  fom6  Englilh  officers,  met  the  adven- 
.turer  at   fome  diftance  from  the  tOwn>  defeated  hi^ 
troops,  arid  took  himfelf  pHfoiier,  with  forty  others: 
the  reft  of  his  party  efcaped  into  the  v/oods.     Allen 
and  his  fellow-prifoners  were  by  the  orders  of  Gene- 
ral Carleton  loaded  with  chains,  and  in  that  condition 
fent  a- board  a  man  of  war  to  England.     They  were 
however  afterwards  feht  back  to  America,  for  what 
reafon  is  not  particularly  affirmed. 

The  progrefs  of  the  fiege  cf  St.  John  was  for  fome 
time  retarded  for  want  of  ammunition  fuffi.cient 
Vol.1.  Yyy  fat 
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for  fuch  an  operation.     Of  all  which  none  were  more 

necelTary  than  powder  and  ball. The  fort  of  St. 

John's,  which  commands  the  entrance  into  Canada, 
could  not  be  reduced  without  a  fuitable  provifion  of 
this  Ibrt.  General  Montgomery  by  a  fortunate  event 
was  delivered  from  this  difiiculty;  A  little  fort  called 
Cham.bie,  lay  deep  in  the  country,  and  feemed  cover- 
ed by  St.  John's..  It  was  garrifonecl  by  a  fmall  de- 
tachmc-nt  cf  the  feventh  regiment,  and  was  in  a  ftate 
hot  fit  for  enduring;  a  fiege.  The  General  turned  his 
Attention  fiift  to  this  fort,  and  by  pufhing  forward  a 
J)arty  joined  by  fome  Canadians,  he  eafily  became 
mailer  of  the  place.  Here  he  found  confiderable 
ttore,  but  the  article  of  the  greateft  confequence  was 
■gun-powder,  which   they  were  greatly  diftreffed  for, 

and  of  which  th^y  took  about  120  barrels. This 

acquifition  facilitated  the  fiege  of  St.  John's,  which 
had  been  for  fome  time  in  a  great  meafure  interrupted 
for  v/arjt  of  ammunition'. 

The  garrifbn- of  St.  John's  under  the  command  of 
Major  Preilon,  amounted  to  between  6  and  700 
men,  of  which  about  five  hundred  were  regulars,  and 
the  reft  Canadian  volunteers.     They  endured  the  dif=- 

"ficulties*of  a  very  hard  fiege,   and  fufiering  the  hard- 
fhips  attending  it,  augmented  by  a  fcarcity  of  provi- 

"  fions,  with  unremitted  fteadfaftnefs  and  refblution: — 

■  In  'the  mean  time  General  Carleton  was  indefatigable 
*in  his  endeavours   to  raife  fufficient  forces  for  its  re- 
lief.    Attempts  were  alfo  made  by  Colonel  M^Clean, 
for  raifing  a  Scotch  regiment,  under  the  title  of  Roy- 

■  aV  Highland  Emigrants,  to  be  compofed  of  natives  of 
that  country,  who  had  lately  arrived  in  America,  and 
who  in  CQnfpquence  of  the  troubles  had  not  obtained 
fettiemerfts.'-'  The  colonel  with  chefe  and  fome  Cana- 
dians, 
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dians,  to  the  amount  of  a  hundred  nnen,  was  pofted 
near  the  jun6lion   of  the  Sorrel  with    the  rwer  Sr. 
Lawrence,,     penerai  Carleton   ufed  his  ncmoll  dili- 
gence to  effect  a  junction  v/inh  Colonel  M'Clean,  and 
then  to  March  to  the  relief  of  St.  John's.;  but  liis  purr 
pofe  was  fru'lrated^  and  his  dcngn  rendered  .abor^ 
tive  by  the  adivicy  and  vigilance  'of  the  provincials. 
—-He  was  attacked  at  -Lon^ueilj  in  attempting  to  pals 
over  from  the  illand  of  Montreal,  by  a  party  of  pro- 
vincials, wh-^  eafiiy  repulfed  the  Canadians,  and  fruf- 
trited  his  whole  deii^n..      Another  parry  had  puflied 
M'Clean   towards  the   mouth   of   the  Sorrelj    where 
the  Canadians   havi-ig  received  advice  of  the  Gcver-* 
flor's  defeat,   immediately  abandoned  him  to  a  man., 
and  he  was  under  the  neceifuy  of  luaking  the  belt  of 
his  way  .to  Quebec  with  his  Royal  Scotch  Emigrants. 
— The  provincials   on  t"kis  occafion  were  extremely 
adive,    and   took  every  opportunity  that  might   be 
■thought  neceiTary  to  crown  this  -expedition  with  fuc~ 
cefs  J   their  contrivances,   and   their  attempts  to  exe- 
cute them,  were  equally  furprifing.     Upon  M'Clean's 
•retreat  .to  Quebec,   tlie  party  who  had  reduced  him 
to  that  neceffity,,  .immediately  erefted   batteries  on  a 
•point  of  iand  at  the  junction  of  the  Sorrel  with  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,   witii  a  defign  to  prevent  a  num-^ 
-ber  of  armed  vefTels  which  General  Carleton  had  at 
Montreal^  from  efcaping  down  the  river.     They  alfp 
conftiuded  armed  rafts,  and  floating  batteries  for  the 
fame  purpofe.     Thefe  meafures  effedually  prevent- 
ed  the  paflage  of  General  Carleton's   armament   t-p 
Quebec,  which  were  not  only  defeated  in  feveral  at- 
tempts, but  purfued,  attacked,  and  driven  from  their 
anchor  up   the  river  by  the  provincials  ;  fo   that  as 
General  Montgomery  approached  Montreal  immedi- 

Y  y  y  2  ately 
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ately  after  the  furrender  of  St.  John's,  the  Gover- 
nor's fituation,  whether  in  toAyn  or  aboard  the  vef- 
fels,  became  dangerous  and  critical.  General  Carle* 
ton  on  this  occafion  needed  all  his  military  fagacity 
and  fortitude;  his  condition  was  truly  criticaHnd  a* 
larming,  for  it  appeared  fcarcely  poffible  that  he  could 
cfcape  the  ftrid  watch  of  a  people  whofe  interelt 
de.  ended  fo  much  in  the  ruin  of  fo  inveterate  an 
enemy. 

Tiiis  danger  was  increafed  by  the  arrival  of  Gene-r 
ral  Montgomery  at  Montreal,  where  a  capitulation 
was  prcpofedby  the  principal  French  and  Englifh  in- 
habitants, including  a  fort  of  general  treaty,  which 
Montgomery  refufed,  as  they  were  in  ho  ftate  of  de- 
fence to  entitle  them  to  a  capitulation,  and  were  on 
their  fide  unable  to  fulfil  the  conditions.  He  how- 
ever fent  them  a  written  anfwer,  in  which  he  declared 
that  the  continental  army  having  a  generous  difdain 
of  every  aft  of  opprefiion  and  violence,  and  having 
come  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  giving  them  liberty 
^nd  fecurity; — he  therefore  engaged  hi^  honour  to 
maintain  in  the  peaceable  pofleflion  of  their  property 
bf  every  kind,  the  individuuls  and  religious  commu- 
nities of  the  city  of  Montreal.  He  alfo  engaged  for 
the  maintenance  of  all  the  inhabitants  in  the  free  ex- 
trc'xfe  of  their  religion,  and  exprefled  his  hopes,  that 
the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  all  the  Canadians 
"Would  be  eftablilhed  upon  the  moll  permanent  foot- 
ing by  a  provincial  congrefs.  He  promifed  that  courts 
of  juftice  Ihould  be  fpeedily  eltablilhed  upon  the  moft 
liberal  plan,  confc^rmable  to  the  Britifhconftitutioni 
and  he  in  general  complied  with  other  Articles,  fo  far 
as  they  were  in  his  power,  and  confiftent  in  him  to 
grant.     This  fecurity  being  given  to  the  people,  his 

troops 
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troops  took  pofieflfion  of  the  town  upon  the  thirteenth 
of  November. 

It  was  now  that  feafon  of  the  year  when  troops  in- 
ftead  of  marching  to  invert  formal  fieges,  ufually  go 
into  winter  quarters;  and  in  fuch  a  climate  as  Canada 
this  ftep  appeared  more  efpecially  neceffary.-^— The 
fnows  here  are  generally  deep  and  the  frofts  fevere, 
that  it  is  impoflible  for  any  army  to  carry  along  with 
them  all  thofe  implements  of  war  which  are  neceffary 
for  befieging  caftles  or  ftorming  cities.  It  is  even  a. 
talk  beyond  the  ordinary  efforts  of  nature,  for  troops 
to  march  in  that  feafon  of  the  year  in  fuch  a  wild 
and  uncijltivated  country,  where  the  woods  are  fo  ex- 
tenfivc,  the  thickets  almoft  impenetrable,  and  the 
fwamps  fo  numerous.  It  required  an  uncommon  re- 
folution,  as  well  as  an  extraordinary  ftrength  of  body 
to  endure  the  toil  and  fatigue  that  attended   fuch  an 

expedition. Nothing  but  an  ardent  inclination  to 

fupport  the  caufe  of  'liberty  could  have  fupported  this 
fmall  army  under  the  many  difadvantages  that  were  in 
their  way.  The  inhabitants  of  Canada  muft  have  in 
jgeneral  wifhed  weir  to  this  enterprize,  otherwife  ic 
was  in  their  power  to  have  crufhed  it  in  its  firft  open- 
ing; though  they  did  not  enter  heartily  into  it,  yet  it  is 
jnanifeft  that  they  wifhed  it  to  fucceed,  rather  than 
defired  it  might  fail  of  fuccefs. 

Nothing  now  could  afford  the  flighefl  hope  of  the 
prefervation  of  Canada,  except  the  feafon  of  the  year; 
it  was  this  which  alone' gave  hope  of  its  prefervation 
to  government.  It  appears  fomewh-at  extraordinary 
that  the  provincials  did  not  begin  their  operations 
fooner  in  the  fummer,  for  had  they  had  three  months 
of  good  weather  before  them,  there  was  the  greatefb 
reafon   to  conclude  that  they   would    have  become 

mailers 
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mafters  of  all  Canada.  It  has  not  yet  been  afcer- 
tained  whether  this  negled  happened  thiough  wanr 
of  ability,  or  proceeded  from  difference  in  opinion 
in  the  managers  of  public  affairs;  it  was  however  un- 
fortunate for  their  defign  of  becoming  mafters  of 
Canada,  that  they  did  not  fet  out  three  months  fooner 
upon  this  expedition.  As  a  balance  to  this  diladvan- 
tage,  there  were  but  few  forces  belonging  to  the  go- 
vernment in  Canada;  and  the  taking  of  General 
Carleton,  which  feemed  almoft  certain,  would  have 
rendered  the  reduction  of  Canada  exceedingly  ealy. 
A  particular  accident,  which  was  fortunate  for  Ge- 
neral Carleton,  determined  this  matter  otherwife. — 
At  that  time  all  hopes  of  armed  veflels  being  able  to 
get  down  the  river  were  given  up;  and  when  Mont- 
gomery was  preparing  batteaus  with  light  artillery 
at  Montreal  to  attack  them  on  that  fide,  and  force 
them  down  upon  the  batteries,  meaqs  were  fuccefs- 
fully  ufed  to  convey  the  Governor  in  a  dark  night  in 
a  boat  with  mufled  paddles  paft  the  -enemies  guards 
and  batteries,  to  Quebec,  where  he  arrived  in  fafety.-^ 
This  was  a  fortunate  incident  for  government,  but  a 
moft  unlucky  one  for  the  provincial  adventurers,  who 
provided  they  had  got  the  Governor  into  their  pow- 
er, would  have  eafiiy  brought  over  all  Canada  to  their 
views  of  liberty. 

But  to  return  to  the  fiege  of  St.  John's,  which  was 
cai-ried  on  with  great  vigour,  and  had  been  attended 
with  better  fuccefs  then  the  adventurers  had  reafor^, 
to  expeft.  The  works  were  advanced  near  the  body 
of  the  fort,  and  all  things  prepared  for  a  general  af- 
fault.  This  would  have  probably  been  a  very  dan- 
•gerous  as  well  as  a  fruitlefs  enterprize,  confidering 
the  goodnefs  of  the  troops  within   th^-  fort,  and  the 

weaknefs 
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weaknefsof  the  afTailancs.  Major  Prefbon  was  a  good 
officer,  and  his  men  were  regular  troops,  and  under- 
ftood  the  military  excrcife  to  a  great  cxadtiiefF; — he 
was  derermined  to  defend  the  fort  to  the  lad  extrem- 
ity, which  would  have  made  the  capture  dear  to  the 
befiegers.  In  this  fitiiation  of  affairs,  an  account  of 
the  fuccefs  at  Longueil,  accompanied  with  the  prifon- 
ers  arrived  at  the  camp,  upon  which  General  Mont- 
gomery fent  a  flag  and  a  letter  by  one  of  Jiem  to  Ma~ 
jor  Prefton,  wherein  he  fignified  his  hopes  that  as  all 
means  of  relief  were  cut  off  by  the  Governor's  defeat, 
he  would  by  a  timely  furrenderer  of  the  fort,  prevent 
the   further  efFufion  of  blood,  which- a  fruitlefs   and 

obflinate  defence  muft  necefTarfly  occafion This 

greatly  ftaggered  the  major's  refokition,  and  brought 
him  to  a  parley,  which  had  he  been  as  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  ftate  of  the  country  and  his  enemy's  force, 
as  he  might  have  been,  he  would  certainly  have  re- 
fufed;  for  as  he  had  near  700  regular  troops  in  the 
fort,  well  appointed  and  furnifhed  with  a  fufHcient 
quantity  of  ammunition,  he  might  have  refilled  the 
force  of  double  the  number  of  his  own  troops,  efpe- 
cially  as  the  befiegers  were  but  raw  and  inexperienced, 
and  not  well  appointed  for  carrying  on  a  fiege.  It 
appears  to  have  been  the  general  misfortune  of  the 
Britifh  Governors  in  America,  and  the  officers  fervino; 
under  them,  that  they  were  unacquainted  with  the 
ilate  of  the  country,  and  the  difpofition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. This  muft  have  proceeded  either  from  v/anc 
of  capacity,  or  from  want  of  attention  to  their  duty. 
It  would  have  certainly  been  an  eafy  matter  for  the 
fervants  of  government  to  have  been  acquainted  with 
the  whole  proceedings  of  the  inhabitants  within  the 
circle  of  the;ir  admipiliracion,  and  by  that  means  have 

,  ijad 
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had  it  in  their  power  to  have  guarded  againft  anfj 
prevented  being  furpriaed  by  an  attack  from  the  af- 
fembling  of  the  fubjcds.  When  governmient  intend- 
ed to  impofe  fueh  obnoxious  laws  upon  the  colonifts, 
they  ought  firft  to  have  known  their  difpofitions,  and 
in  cafe  that  they  found  them  averfe  to  compliance, 
have  fecured  their  obedience  by  fuch  found  fteps  of 
policy  as  would  have  anfwered  their  own  intentions. 
To  be  Surprized  by  their  own  fubjedsf  argued  a  real 
want  of  underftanding  of  the  difpofition  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  a  deficiency  of  political  forecaft  with  re- 
gard to  the  means  of  executing  their  new  laws.— 
Both  General  Carleton  and  Major  Preftonj  ought  to 
have  informed  themfelves  of  every  ftep  that  the  colo- 
nies were  taking,  and  to  have  acquainted  government 
with  the  real  fituation  of  the  country.  Twp  things 
appear  obvious  in  the  hiftory  of  the  proceedings  of 
government,  that  they  either  never  intended  to  in-- 
force  their  new  laws,  or  that  they  were  totally  infa- 
tuated with  regard  to  the  means  of  rendering  them 
effeftual ;  for  if  they  had  ftudied  for  an  4ge  to  ex- 
pofe  their  own  weaknefs,  they  could  not  have  taken 
more  effeftual  methods  to  have  done  it  than  thofe 
they  purfued.  The  troubles  in  America  have  prin- 
cipally arifen  from  either  the  felfiihnefs  or  incapacity 
of  the  Governors  in  thofe  parts,  who  either  were 
conftantly  purfuing  their  own  interefts  without  mind- 
ing either  the  affairs  of  government  or  the  people, 
or  were  perfons  preferred  to  thofe  pofts  by  the  inte- 
reft  of  friends,  without  having  a  fingle  qualification 
for  the  office  they  were  preferred  to.  It  has  long 
been  a  miftaken  opinion  prevailing  in  the  mother 
country,  that  fuch  as  are. not  qualified  for  offices  at 
^ome,  may  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  colony  adminiftra- 

tion  i 
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tion ;   from  this  idea  has  the  g-overnments  abroad  in 

the  colonies  been  fupplied  with  both  the  weakeft  and 
the  worft  of  men. 

Major  Prefton  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  few  days 
time  in  hopes  of  fome  relief  j  but  this  was  refufed,  on 
account  of  the  latenefs  and  feverity  of  the  feafon  :  he 
alfo  endeavoured  in  fettling  the  terms  of  capitulation, 
to  obtain  liberty  for  the  garrifon  to  depart  for  Great- 
Britairij  which  proved  equally  unfuccefsful,  and  they 
were  obliged,  after  being  allowed  the  honours  of 
war,  on  account  of  their  brave  defence,  to. lay  down 

their  arms,   and  furrender  themfelves  prifoners. 

They  were  allowed  their  baggage  and  efFefts,  the  of- 
ficers to  wear  their  fwords,  and  their  other  .arms  to 
be  preferved  for  them  till  the  troubles  were  at  an  end, 

■ General  Montgomery  in  all  tranfadlions  with  the 

King's  troops,  writ,  fpoke,  and  behaved  with  that 
attention,  regard,  and  politenefs^  to  both  private  men 
^nd  officers,  v/hich  might  be  expected  from  a  man 
of  honour  and  integrity,  who  found  himfelf  involved 
in  an  unhappy  quarrel  with  his  friends  and  coun- 
trymen. Such  behaviour  was  no  more  than  what  all 
who  were  perfonally  acquainted  with  that  officer, 
would  always  have  expected  of  him.  All. the  prifon- 
ers who  were  taken  at  this  time,  were  fent  up  the 
lakes,  by  way  of  Ticonderago,  to  thofe  inland  parts 
of  the  colonies,  which  were  beft  adapted  for  their  re- 
ception and  provifion.  The  provincials  found  in  this, 
fort  a  confiderable  quantity  of  artillery  and  ufeful 
ftores,  necefTary  for  carrying  on  the  enterprize  they 
were  now  engaged  in.  The  fuccefs  of  this  expedi- 
tion had  hitherco  proceeded  beyond  the  m.oft  fanguine 
hopes  of  the  adventurers,  and  their  good  fortune  in 
what  they  h*ad  attempted  puflied  them  on  to  atchiev- 
Vol.  L  *      2^  7  -^  ments 
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mencs  ahogether  beyond  their  ftrength.  Their  fuc- 
cefs  upon  the  lakes  feduced  them  into  an  opinion  of 
reducing  the  city  of  Quebec  to  the  obedience  of  thft 
congrcfs,  and  they  Teemed  to  have  both  forgetten  and 
defpii'ed  the  dangers  and  fatigues  of  an  inclement  fea- 
£bn,  thro'  the  hopes  of  finifliing  with  glory  fo  impor- 
tant an  enterprize.  The  provincials  had  now  the; 
v/hol.e  command  of  the  lakes.  General  Prefect  had 
been  obliged  to  enter  into  a  capitulation  with  them, 
by  which  the  whole  of  the  river's  naval  force,  confid- 
ing of  eleven  armed  veffels,  was  furrendered  into  their 
hands.  General  Prefcot,,  with  feveral  officers,  and 
fome  gentlemen  of  the  civil  departinent,  Canadian 
volunteers,  with  120  EngliOi  foldiers,  all  of  whorn, 
had  taken  refuge  on  board  the  veflels  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  General  Montgomery,  were  made  prifon- 
ers  of  v/ar.  Tho'  the  rapid  fuccefs  of  Montgomery 
was  not  at  that  time  blazoned  Vv'ith  minillerial  figures. 
c>(  embellifhment  in  the  Gazette,  yet  there  has  no- 
thint^  durinsf  the  courfe  of  this  unfortunate  war  beea 
carried  on  with,  more  adddrefs,  an.d  fupported  with 
greater  energy,  than  this  enterprize.  The  humanity 
of  the  commander,  and  the  regularity  of  the  troops, 
would  have  done  honour  to  the  moft  legal  military 
corps,  and  their  fortitude  in  combating  dangers  and 
fatigues,  fers  them  forth  in  a  point  of  view  which  he- 
roes need  not  be  afliamcd  of.  Feats  of  a  much  infe- 
rior nature  nave  been  in  our  government  accounts 
extolled  with  the  higheft  drains  of  hyperbole,  while 
the  epithets  of  cowardice  and  rebellion  have  been  gi- 
ven this  bold  and  daring  expedition.  It  is  not  the 
province  of  an  hiftorian  to  determine  what  is  rebel- 
lion ;  this  muft  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  after  ages, 
who  will  determine  v/ith  more  impartiality  than  the 

prefent 
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prefent  concerning  the  chara6ler  of  American   refift- 
ance.      There   have   been  fome  grand  rebellions   in 
times  paft  recorded    in    the  Engiifh  hillory,   vvhich 
have  changed  their  names   into   thofe  of  revolutions, 
and  are  now  adorned  with  the  epithet  glorious y  which\ 
according  to  the  principles  now  in  vogue  among  cour-  ' 
tiers,  would  have  been  ftigmatized  with  the  name  of 
rebellion  had  they  been  unfuccefsful. — ^'It  is  time  that 
miift  declare  which  of  the  two  this  American  refiliaTice 
belongs  to. — Perhaps  an   hundred  years  hence  what 
we  account  rebellion,  v/ill  in  the  hiftory  of  America  ' 
i)e  yclept  a  revolution.     Should  it  prove  in  the  end  un- 
"iuccefsRil,  it  mufl  continue,  in  the  lano-ua^e  ai.nd  {lile, 
■of  ftate  po]itici"ans,  a  grand  rebellion.  ,, — '■ 

While  Montgomery  and  his  troops  were  carrying 
on  the  war  in  upper  Canada,  from  New  York,  by  the 
old  beaten  courfe  of  the  Lakes,  an  expedition,  diftin- 
guifned  by  its  novelty,  fpirit  of  cnterprize,  the  difficul- 
ties that  oppofed  it,  and  the  conftancy  maintained  In 
its  execution,  was  undertaken  diredly  againll  the 
lower  part  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  from  the  New 
England  fide,  by  a  rout  that  had  hitherto  "been  un- 
explored, and  confidered  as  impracticable.  About 
X\\t  midft  of  September,  Colonel  Arnold,  at  the  head 
of  two  regiments,  confiding  of  about  iioo  men, 
marched  from  the  camp  near  Bofton  to  Newport,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Merrimack,  where  veifels 
were  ready  to  carry  them  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Kennebec,  in  New  Hampfhire,  a  voyage  of  about  40 
leagues.  Upon  the  twenty-fecond  of  the  fame  month, 
they  embarked  their  ftores  and  troops  at  Gardiner's 
Town,  on  the  Kennebec  s  and  proceeded  with  great 
difficulty  up  that  river«  The  Kennebec  has  a  rapid 
ilream,  and  its  bottom  and  ffiores  on  many  places  are 
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rocky,  the  navigation  is  continually  interrupted  by 
falls,  and  the  carrying  places  are  exceedingly  difficult. 
In  this  pafTage  the  batteaus  were  frequently  filled  with 
water,  and  overfet,  in  confequence  of  which  a  part  of 
their  arms,  ammunition,  and  provifions,  were  fome- 
times  loll".  Befides  the  labour  of  loading  and  reload- 
ing at  the  carrying  places,  they  were  obliged  to  car-' 
ry  the  boats  upon  their  fhoulders.  The  great  carry- 
ing place  was  about  tv^elve  miles  a-crofs,  which  was 
attended  with  much  labour  and  fatigue.  That  part 
of  the  detachment  which  was  employed  in  managing 
the  batteaus,  marched  along  the  banks  of  the  river, 
and  the  boats  and  men  being  difpofed  in  three  divi- 
fions,  each  divifion  encamped  together  every  night. — ■ 
The  march  by  land  was  not   iViore  eligible  than  the 

paflage   by  water. They    had   thick  woods,  deep 

lv^''amps,  difficult  mountains  and  precipices,  alternate- 
ly to  encounter,  and  were  upon  occafions  obliged  to 
cut  their  way  through  the  thickets  for  miles  together. 
At  the  carrying  places  they  were  obliged  to  traverfe 
t|ie  fame  ground  twice  over  heavy  loaded.  From  all 
thefe  impediments  their  progrefs  was  of  courfe  very 
flow,  travelling  in  general  only  from  four  or  five  to 
nine  or  ten  miles  a  day.  The  conftant  and  fevere  fa- 
tigue caufedmany  of  them  to  fall  fick,  which  added 
to  their  hardfliipsi— -and  provifions  grew  at  laft  fo 
fcarce,  that  fpme  of  the  men  eat  their  dogs,  and  what- 
ever elfe  of  any  kind  could  be  converted  into  food. — = 
When  they  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  Kennebec, 
which  is  upwards  of  ah  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from 
Gardiner's-Town,  and  according  to  their  way  of  tra- 
velling mufl  have  been  much  more,  they  lent  back 
their  fick,  and  one  of  the  colonels  took  that  oppor- 
tunity of  returning  with  his  whole  divifion,  under  the 

pretence 
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pretence  of  the  fcarcity  of  provifions.    This  was  done 
without  the  confent  of  the  commander  in  chief,  who 
had  marched   forward  to  explore  the  way.     By   this 
defertion,  and  the  fick  that  were  returned,  Arnold's 
detachment  was  reduced  about  one  third  from  its  ori- 
ginal number.     They  however  proceeded  with  their 
ufual  conftancy,  and  having  crofTed  the  heights  of  land, 
which  are  ridges  of  mountains  that  extend  quite  thro' 
the  continent  called  heights,  they  at  laft  arrived  at  the 
head  of  the  river  Chandiece,  which  runs  thro'  Canada, 
and  falls  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  near  Quebec. — 
This  ridge  of  little  hills  feems  to  be  the  middle  of  the 
continent  in  thofe  parts ;  for  as  foon  as  you  come  to 
the  top  of  the  heights,  the  river  runs  towards  the  north, 
as  they  do  on  this  fide  towards  the  fourh.     This  little 
army  had  ftill  a  great  way  to  march,  though  the  great- 
eft  hardfhips  were  now  over;    they  were  now  arrived 
at  the   inhabited  part  of  Canada,  where  they  found 
provifions.     On  the  third  day  of  November,  an  ad- 
vanced party  returned  with  provifions,  and  they  foon 
jafter  came  to  an  houfe,  which  was   the  firft  they  had 
{cen  for  thirty-one  days;  having  fpent  the  whole  time 
in  traverfing  an  hideous  wildernefs,  without  ever  fee- 
ing an  human  face,  except  thofe  of  their  own  party. 
Their   march  from    the  mouth    of   Kennebec,    was 
almoft  ftreight  north  where   they  were  approaching 
near  to  the  pole  every  ftage,  and  encountering  a  le- 
vere  winter  in  a  cold  climate.     They  had-  from  their 
taking  fhip  at  Bofton  in  the  middle  of  September  tra-: , 
veiled  365  rhiles  di redly  north,  fuppofmg  they   liad* 
travelled  in  a  dired:  line, — ^^but  confidering  the  many 
turnings  and  windings  in  their  journey,  it  may  well 
be  fuppofed  that  they  marched  near  double  that  num- 
ber of  miles. 

The 
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The  Canadians  received  them  with  the  fanne  good 
^vill  that  Montgomery  and  his  corps  were  received  in 
neicrhbourhood  of  Montreal;  they  fupplied  them  li- 
berally with  all  forts  of  provifions  and  neceflarieSj  and 
rendered  them  every  other  affidance  in  their  power. 
Arnold  publilhed  immediately  an  addrefs  to  the  peo- 
ple figned  by  General  Wafhington,  of  the  fame  na- 
ture with  that  which  had  been  iflued  before  by  Ge- 
nerals Schuyler,  and  Montgomery.  They  were  invited 
to  join  with  the  other  colonies  in  an  indiffoluble  uni- 
on, and  tq  range  themfelves  under  the  flandard  of  li- 
berty. They  were  informed  in  this  addrefs  that  the 
armament  was  not  fent  into  the  province  to  plunder, 
but  to  proteft  and  animate  themj — that  they  them- 
felves were  enjoined  to  ad,  and  to  confider  themfelves 
as  in  the  country  of  their  bed  friends;  that  they  were 
therefore  requefted  not  to  defert  their  habitations, 
nor  to  fiy  from  their  friends,  but  to  provide  them  with 
fuch  fupplies  as  their  country  afforded;  and  he  pled- 
ged himifelf  for  their  fafety  and  fecurity,  as  well  as  tor 
an  ample  and  fatisfadtory  compenfation.  The  recep- 
tion which  thefe  adventurers  met  with  from  the  Ca- 
nadians, fhews  plainly  that  the  Englifli  governors  and 
new  laws  were  not  popular  nor  acceptable  among, 
them;  that  provided  the  fcale  fhould  have  preponde- 
rated in  favour  of  the  coloniils,  they  would  not  have 
been  averfe  to  join  the  afjbciation.  This  is  very  un- 
like the  fubfcance  of  the  petition  that  was  fent  from 
Canada  to  obtain  an  eftablifliment  of  the  French  laws, 
and  a  repeal  of  the  Englifh  trials  by  juries. 

The  city  of  Quebec  was  at  this  time  in  a  flate  of 
great  weaknefs,  as  v/ell  as  internal  difcontent  and  dif- 
order.  The  Britifh  merchants  and  inhabitants  had 
been  for  a  long  time  much  difgulted  and  diffatisfied. 

Thev 
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They  had  oppreffed  the  Quebec  afb,  and  fent  petitions 
to  England  upon  that  fubjedl,  which  had  been  griev- 
oufly  refented  by  their  own  government,  and  from 
that  period  they  faid  they  had  been  not  only  (Ighted 
and  treated  with  indifference  but  even  re^rarded  with 
an  apparent  eye  of  diftruft  and  fufpicion.  They  com- 
plained that  as  the  great  political  objefc  in  that  coun- 
try was  to  attach  the  native  Canadians  inviolabiy  to 
government,  fo  the  French  noblefle  and  civil  officers 
became,  except  the  Britiih  military,  the  only  favour- 
ites, and  thefe  hiving  acquired  the  manners  and  affec- 
tions of  all  other  courtiers  and  favourites,  fuff'ered  no 
occafion  to  pafs  of  infulting  the  Englifli  as  malecon- 
tents,  with  the  violence  of  their  zeal  and  the  outrage- 
oufnefs  of  their  loyalty.  They  prefented  that  thefe 
new  courtiers  induilriouQy  brought  in  queftions  up- 
on public  affairs  and  difcourfes  upon  government  in 
their  company,  and  then  conftrued  that  freedom, 
which  the  native  Englifli  had  derived  from  nature 
and   habit,    as     well   from     the    prefent    difcontent, 

^s   proceeding  from  ill    defign  and  difafFeclion. 

Their  complaints  upon  this  head  appear  to  have  had 
a  real  foundation,  and  it  is  a  proof  how  little  they 
were  either  trufted  or  regarded,  that  when  the  troops 
were  fent  off  to  Montreal  and  the  Sorrel,  to  oppole 
the  other  colonifts,  notwithilanding  the  very  alarming 
ttate  of  public  affairs,  and  that  city,  together  with 
the  property  which  they  pofTelTed  in  it,  were  left  expcf- 
ed  without  a  garrifon,  yet  when  they  applied  for  leave 
to  be  embodied  as  a  militia  fjr  it^  defence,  fo  'far 
were  government  from  complying  with  their  requeff, 
that  they  even  did  nor  judge  thern  worthy  of  an 
anfA'er.  There  ieems  to  have  been  an  uniformity  to 
the  meafures    of  government  in   all  parts  of  the  em- 

pi  re. 


^^o  HISTORY   OF  A.  D.  1776'. 

pire  in  difobliging  and  offending  all  fuch  as  either 
whilpered  or  hinted  their  regard  to  liberty  and  the 
conftitiition.  The  nobleffe  and  the  popifh  clergy/ 
thele  dupes  to  tyranny^  and  JIaves  to  princes,  were  now- 
become  the  favourites  of  the  Britifh  government,  be- 
caufe  they  wer^  known  to  be  friends  to  arbitrary 
power  and  enemies  to  the  common  rights-  of  the 
people.  The  policy  of  our  court  in  this  predilidion 
to  creatures  of  its  own  principles,  was  far  from  an - 
fwerint'  the  ends  which  it  had  in  view;  the  defigns 
of  the  miniftry  were  even  perceived  and  difapproved 
by  the  meaneft  French  peafant  in  Canada.  Nature, 
notwithftanding  all  its  corruptions,  difpofes  mankind 
to  love  and  purfue  liberty,  as  foon  as  they  perceive 
it,  through  all  the  ranks  and  degrees  of  fociety;  and 
it  requires  a  very  ,deep  draught  of  corruption  fo  to 
intoxicate  the  mind  as  to  make  men  love  flavery  and 
oppreffion,  when  they  know  that  it  is  their  right 
to  be  free.  Penfioned  cafuifts,  and  fuch  as  for  the 
fake  of  lulls  or  worldly  interefts,  have  given  up  confci- 
ence  and  have  loft  the  feelings  of  the  moral  fenfe^ 
may  varnilh  the  rights  of  fovereigns,  and  the  power 
of  princes  with  all  the  fine  colourings  offophiftry  and 
deceit,  and  dignify  tyranny  and  oppreflion  in  the  hands 
of  manarchs  with  the  divine  epithets  of  the  powers 
that  he^  or  the  ordinances  of  God:  but  common  fenfe 
will  teach  every  unprejudiced  fubjedt,  that  there  can 
be  no  powers  or  ordinance  derived  from  divine  au- 
thority that  authorifes  a  few  to  gratify  their  own  paf- 
fions  or  appetites,  at  the  expence  of  the  common- 
wealth of  fociety.  What  on  all  occafions  would  deter- 
mine the  truth  of  this  point,  would  be,  for  the  difpu- 
tants  to  change  fituations,  and  the  friends  of  arbitrary 
power  to  become  fubjed  to  it  in  the  hands  of  others* 
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Avery  fnorr  trial  would  fbon  alter  their  fentiments.— 
If  the  deity  had  ever  intended  a  certain  form  of  go- 
vernment to  have  been  univerfally  adopted,  he  would 
have  certainly  pointed  it  out  in  fuch  a  manner  as  it 
could  not  have  been  millaken,  and  given  infallible 
marks  of  the  perfons  who  were  to  fuperintend  it.— 
But  as  this  is  not  the  cafe,-  we  have  no  other  me- 
thod of  judging  concerning  governments,  but  that  of 
their  anfwering  the  end  of  the  common-weal.  When 
they  anfwer  this  end^  they  are  from  heaven j — but 
when  they  deftroy  it,  they  proceed  from  another 
iburce. 

When  Arnold  arrived  at  Quebec,  the  inhabitants 
were  in  a  wavering  fituationj    the   Englifh  fubjefts 
wfcre  difgufted,  and  the  French  were  not  to  be  truft- 
ed   with   the  defence  of  the  city.     There   were   no 
troops   of  any  fort  in  the  place  till  M'Clean's  new 
i'aifed  emigrants  arrived  from  the  Sorrel.     Some  mar- 
rinesi  whom  the  Governor  had  fent  for  from  Bofton, 
were  refufed  by  a  naval  council  of  war,  on  account  of 
latenefs  of  the  feafon,  and  the  danger  of  navigation. 
The  militia  had  been  lately  embodied  by  the  Lieute- 
nant-governor, and'  this  was  the  condition  of  Quebec 
when  Arnold  arrived  with  his  party,  and  appeared  at 
Point  Levi,  oppofite  to  the  town.     The  fiver  was  for- 
tunately between  them,-  and  the  boats  fecurcd,  other- 
wife  it  appeared  highly  probable  that  they  would  have 
become  mailers  of  it  in  the  firft  furpri^e  and  confufion. 
This  dcfeft  in  a  few  days  was  fupplied  by  the  alacrity 
of  the  Canadians^  who   fupplied   them  with  canoes, 
and  they  effefted  their  paiTage  in  a  dark  night,  ^ot- 
withftanding  the  vigilance  of  the  armed  veflels  and 
frigates  of  war  in  the  river.     The  critical  moment  was' 
now  over,  and  the  inhabitants  began  io  think  of  fe- 
Vo'l.  I:  A  a  a  a  coring 
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ctiring  their  property;  the  difcontented,  both  Eng- 
liHi  and  Canadians,  when  the  danger  preffed  theni, 
united  for  their  common  defence.  Had  the  city  been- 
taken  by  furprize,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  mal- 
contents would  have  joined  the  conquerors;  but  as  it 
was  now  doubtful  whether  they  fliould  fucceed  in 
their  entcrprize,  they  confidered  it  as  the  wifeft  eourfe 
to  hold  with  thofe  who  had  the  pofTefllan.  The  in- 
habitants were  embodied  and  armed,  and  the  failors 
landed  from  the  fhips  to  attend  the  batteries  and  ferve 
the  guns.  The  befieged  were  confiderably  fuperior 
in  number  to  the  befiegersj  and  Arnold  had  no  artil- 
lery. 

It  is  probable  that  Arnold  depended  upon  the  dif- 
affedion  of  the  inhabitants,  which  in  cafe  he  had  ht^n 
able  to  have  taken  the  town  by  furprize,  might  have 
been  of  fervice  to  his  undertalcing:  but  being  difap- 
pointed  in  this  view,  there  was  nothing  that  remained 
praflicable  for  him  but  intercepting  the  roads,  and 
cutting  off  the  fupplies  till  Montgomery  fhouid  ar- 
Hve.  He  made  a  lliew  for  fome  days  upon  the  heights 
near  the  town,  and  fent  two  flags  to  fummon  the  inha- 
bitantSj  but  they  were  fired  at,  and  no  meffage  admit- 
ted. Upon  which  he  withdrew  his  troops  into  quar- 
ters of  refrefliment,  Confidering  their  long  and  wea- 
rifome  march,  it  muft  be  fuppofed  that  they  were 
in:  much  need  of  fome  reft  and  refrefhment;  but  when 
we  refleft  upon  their  prefent  fituation,  it  muft  fuggeft 
that. their  reft  would  be  far  from  being  very  refrefh- 
ing. 

-After  Montgomery  had  received  large  fupplies  of 
all  neceifaries  for  his  men  at  Montreal,  and  clothed 
and  refreflied  his  little  army,  he  fet  forward  to  Qiie- 
bec.     Tho'  appearances  were  greatly  on  his  fide  at 

this 
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this  time,  his  fitnation  was  far  from  being  agreeable. 
Continual  difficulties,  and  encreafinghardfhips  attend- 
ed him,  that  nothing  lefs  could  have  furmounted  than 
his  own  enterprifing  genius.  The  difficulty  of  go- 
verning an  army  compofcd  wholly  of  new  foldiers^ 
and  thefe  leddireftly  from  their  civil  employments  to 
the  field,  even  fuppofmg  them  raifed  in  old  countries, 
and  where  fubordination  is  the  moft  perfeiflly  efla- 
blilhed,  will  be  conceived  by  thofe  who  are  the  leaft 
converfant  in  military  affairs.  Montgomery's  troops 
were  icompofed  of  men  the  moil  unaccuftomed,  and 
who  from  principles  and  habit,  and  manner  of  life^ 
were  the  moft  averfe  to  our  ideas  of  military  fubordi- 
nation, of  any  people  whatever.  I  cannot  iiowever 
agree  with  thofe  who  affirm,  that  they  are  a  people 
from  habit  and  principle,  and  m.anner  of  life  the 
moft  averfe  to  every  idea  of  fubordination,  of  any  ci- 
vilized people  in  the  world.  This  certainly  is  not 
the  cafe,  for  they  then  did  and  have  Jtnce  volunta- 
rily fubmitted  to  all  the  rules  of  military  order  and 
difcipline.  Had  not  the  army  which  followed  Mont- 
gomery been  influenced  with  fome  mere  powerful 
principle  than  it  was  poflible  for  his  genius  to  infpire 
rhem  with,  they  would  never  have  endured  the  fa- 
tigues, undergone  the  hardfhips,  and  encountered  the 
dangers  which  they  voluntarily  went  through. — 
It  was  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  the  animating  influence  of 
freedom,  and  love  of  independency  of  a  government 
which  they  conceived  tended  to  enflave  them,  that 
operated  more  powerfully  than  the  genius  of  Mont- 
gomery. It  can  eafily  be  conceived  that  as  thcyfoin- 
ed  Montgomery  freely  and  voluntarily,  and  knew  the 
nature  of  the  expedition  they  were  going  upon,  that 
t^ty  had  refolved  to  undergo  the  dangers  and  hard- 
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fhips  which  attended  it,  in  hopes  of  pronnoting  the 
great  end  which  the  colonifts  had  in  viev/.  "When 
military  men  ferve  from  principle,  and  are  afluated  by 
confcience,  there  will  be  little  need  for  that  fevere 
difcipline  which  is  neceflary  to  be  praclifed  among 
thofe  that  are  either  forced  into  the  fervice,  or  enter 
into  it  from  principles  of  idlenefs,  love  of  plunder,  or 
other  fimilar  bafe  principles.  The  Roman  foldiers,  in 
the  time  of  the  common-wealth,  while  virtue  was  pre- 
dominant in  the  pmpire,  without  force  or  conilraint, 
ferved  their  country,  and  maintained  good  difcipline, 
from  mutual  choice :  the  foldiers,  who  were  free 
Romans,  and  had  an  intereft  in  the  happinefs  of  their 
country,  as  well  as  the  officers,  endured  hardfhips 
and  encountered  dangers,  not  from  force,  but  be- 
caufe  they  confidered  themfelves  members  of  the 
common-wealth,  and  mutual  fharers  of  the  honours 
and  privileges  which  they  were  fighting  for,  with  the 
greateft  fenators  of  Rome.  The  provincial  troops 
did  not  follow  Montgomery  to  Canada  for  the  fake  of 
plunder,  or  from  any  wanton  defire  of  laying-wafte  the 
country,  but  to  prevent  governm.ent  from  making  ufe 
of  the  forces  in  that  quarter,  in  diftreffing  the  back 
fettlements  of  tlic  New-England  provinces,  they  had 
therefore  determined  with  themfelves  before  their  fet- 
ting  out,  to  obferve  a  ftrict  difcipline,  as  true  friends 
of  liberty,  avoiding  all  licentioufnefs  and  diforders. 

General  Carleton  arrived  at  Quebec  near  about 
the  time  that  Arnold's  detachment  had  retired  from 
its  neighbourhood,  and  immediately  took  fuch  mea-- 
fures  for  its  defence  as  were  fuitable  to  that  charac- 
ter which  he  had  fufbained  as  a  military  officer. — He. 
firfl  obliged  all  thofc  with  their  families  to  leave  the 

town  who  refufed  to  take  up  arms  in  its  defence. . 

the 
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The  garrifon,  including  all  orders  who  did  duty,  con- 
fifled  of  about  1500  men,  a  number  totally  unequal 
to  the  defence  of  fuch  extenfive  works,  provided  they 
had  been  attacked  by  a  powerful  force,  fupported 
with  things  neceflary  for  a  fiege.  The  befiegers 
were  not  more  numerous  than  the  befieged,  and  were 
but  ill  provided  for  fuch  an  arduous  undertaking; 
their  artillery  was  too  light  and  trifling  to  dcmoiifti 
fuch  works  as  defended  Quebec.  Nothing  could 
have  rendered  their  fuccefs  probable,  except  a  divifioii 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  or  a  fudden  attack 
ito^  have  thrown  them  into  confufion. 

The  troops  in  the  town,  except  one  company  of 
the  7th  regiment,  which  had  efcaped  being  taken  and 
were  principally  recruits,  were  only  a  new  raifed  mi- 
'  litia,  unacquainted  with,  and  fcarcely  trained  to  any 
form  of  military  difcipline  3  fo  that  the  troops  on  both 
fides  might  have  been  confidered  as  nearly  equal  in 
their  characters.  The  principal  defence  of  the  town 
refted  in  fome  marines  and  about  450  feamen,  belong- 
ing to  the  King's  frigates,  and  the  merchant  fhips 
that  wintered  in  the  harbour.  Thefe  being  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  management  of  the  great  guns,  and  the 
ready  manoeuvres  of  that  fort  of  exercife,  were  the 
real  ftrength  of  the  garrifon.  There  was  however  a 
great  difference  in  the  intrepidity  of  both  the  troops 
and  officers  of  the  parties  ;  the  towns-men  were  not 
all  well  affefted  to  the  Governor  ^  for  thougli  they 
had  through  neceffity  taken  up  arms,  for  fear  of  fome 
ill  confequences,  or  becaufe  they  thought  it  impofii- 
ble  for  the  provincials  to  take  the  town,  yat  in  their 
hearts  they  willied  well  to  their  caufe,  and  would  not 
have  been  ill  pleafed  if  they  had  fucceeded.  The 
other  had  marched  with  the  ftrongeftrefolution  to  ful- 
fil 
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fil  the  end  for  which  they  were  fenr,  and  were  in  gene- 
ral of  an  intrepid  and  daring  dilpofition. 

Montgomery,  having  left  fome  troops  in  Montreal 
and  the  forts,  and  fent  detachments  into  the  diffeient 
parts  of  the  province  to  encourage  the  Canadians,  as 
well  as  to  forward  fupplies  of  provifions  and  necefla- 
ries,  pufhed  on  with  as  many  men  as  could  be  fpared, 
and  fuch  artillery  as  he  could  procure,  to  join  Ar- 
nold. Their  march  was  in  winter,  through  bad  roads, 
in  a  fevere  climate,  beneath  the  fall  of  the  firft  fnows, 
and  therefore  made  under  great  hardfhips,  which  they 
however  encountered  with  equal  refolution,  and  arri- 
ved with  incredible  expedition  at  Quebec. 

It  was  upon  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December 
when  Montgomery  appeared  before  the  town,  when 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Governor,  magnifying  his 
own  ftrength,  dating  tlie  weaknefs  of  the  garrifort, 
fhewing  the  impoflibility  of  relief,  and  recommending 
an  immediate  furrender,  to  avoid  the  coniequences 
which  muft  attend  a  ftorm,  from  victorious  troops,  ir- 
ritated with  the  injurious  treatment  which  they  had 
in  various  inftances  received  at  their  hand.  The  flag 
which  carried  this  letter  was  fired  at,  as  well  as  every 
other  which  was  fent,  fo  that  all  communication  was 
totally  forbidden  between  the  befiegers  and  the  inha- 
habitants,  by  the  Govei-nor.  Notwithftanding  of  this 
firidl  guard,  Montgomery  found  other  means  to  con- 
vey a  letter  of  the  fame  nature  and  import  into  the 
town  ;  but  this  had  no  effed  upon  the  Governor,  who 
remained  firm  and  inflexible,  in  fpite  of  all  threaten- 
ings.  It  appears  fomewhat  of  a  ftrange  adventure  in 
Montgomery,  to  inveft  a  fortified  place  with  a  num- 
ber of  troops  not  fuperior  to  thofe  that  defended  it, 
j'ither  in  quantity  or  quality.     His  only  profpeft  of 

fuccccfs 
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fuccefs  feems  to  have  depended  upon  the  effedt 
which  his  warlike  preparations  and  the  violence  of 
his  attack  might  have  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  who  being  haftiiy  embodied  were  but  a  very- 
motley  garrifon;  or  in  cafe  he  0-iould  fail  in  an  afTault 
to  weary  them  out  with  continued  and  falfe  alarms. — 
He  accordingly  commenced  a  bombardment  with  five 
fmail  mortars,  which  continued  for  fome  days,  and 
might  have  been  fuppofed  to  have  flruck  terror  into 
the  mindsof  the  people,  and  to  have  intimidated  the 
town  into  a  furrenderj  but  the  intrepidity  of  the 
Governor,  fupported  by  the  bravery  of  the  general 
officers,  and  the  adivity  of  the  feamen  and  marines, 
prevented  this  effedl.  The  garrifon  in  general  behaved 
with  great  bravery,  and  nobly  followed  the  example 
of  their  officers,  and  endured  incommodities,  wants 
and  diftreffes  incidejit  to  fo  long  a  fiege,  with  wonder- 
ful fteadfailnefs  and  refolution. 

General  Montgomery  in  a  few  days  opened  a  fix 
gun  battery,  about  700  yards  diftance  from  the  walls, 
but  this  metal  was  to  light  to  produce  any  confider- 
able  effisft.  The  walls  of  Quebec  were  not  fo  eafily 
battered  down  as  to  give  way  to  fuch  a  feeble  force 
as  that  of  a  few  fmall  pieces,  more  adapted  to  the 
field  than  fitted  for  a  fiege.  Meanwhile  the  fnow  lay 
deep  upon  the  ground,  and  fuch  was  the  feverity  of 
the  climate,  that  human  nature  feemed  incapable  of 

withftanding  its  force  in  the   open    field. The 

hardfhips  of  the  provincials,  both  arifing  from  the  fea- 
fun  and  the  fmalleft  of  their  numbers,  feemed  incre- 
dible, and  could  only  be  endured  through  an  enthufi- 
aftic  adherence  to  their  caufe,  and  the  affedionate  e- 
fteem  they  had  for  their  general,  who  bore  fatigue  and 
encountered  danger  equally  with  thcmfelves.     This 

conftancv 
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conftancy  was  likely  to  fail,  provided  the  evil  fhould 
encreafe  or  continue  too  long,  human  nature  nnuft  have 
yielded  to  difficulties  which  were  totally  unfupport-- 
able  in  their  then  fituation.  An  excufe  for  relin- 
quifiiing  this  projedl  was  foon  likely  to  happen,  as  the 
time  was  near  expired  for  which  every  man  of  the 
fold iers  had  been  lifted;  and  it  was  moft  likely  that 
the  feelings  of  nature,  and  the  future  profpeft  of  dan- 
ger would  prevail  over  their  enthufiafm,  and  make 
them  take  the  advantage  of  the  opportunity  of  re- 
turning home  according  to  their  agreement.  This 
would  have  totally  broke  up  Montgomery's  little  ar- 
my. The  New  York  troops  felt  the  feverity  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  did  not fliewfo  much  fteadinefs  and  preferve- 
rance,  as  the  hardy  New  Englandmen  who  had  tra- 
verfed  the  defart  with  Arnold.  Thefe  fhewed  an  a-» 
mazing  conftancy  and  intrepidity.  Montgomery  in 
thefe  circumftances  found  that  fomething  decifive  be- 
hoved immediately  to  be  done,  otherwife  the  benefit 
of  his  paft  fuccefs  and  labour,  would  be  in  a  great 
meafure  loft  to  the  caufe  he  was  engaged  in,  and  his 
fame  and  reputation,  which  now  ftione  with  the  greateft 
luftre,  would  be  dimmed,  if  not  totally  obfcured.  He 
knew  that  the  Americans  depended  greatly  upon  his 
condu6l  and  valour,  and  would  confider  Quebec  as 
good  as  taken  as  foon  as  they  heard  that  he  was  ar- 
rived before  it,  and  that  the  higher  their  expedations 
were  raifed,  the  more  grievous  the  difapointment 
would  be  to  them,  in  cafe  the  undertaking  was  fruf- 
trated.  Their  confidence  of  fuccefs  was  founded 
upon  the  high  opinion  which  they  held  of  his  cou- 
rage and  ability:  to  forfeit  that  opinion  was  to  him 
the  worft  of  all  poffible  confequences.  To  ftorm  the 
city  with  an  army  not  fuperior  to  the  garrifon    which 

defended 
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defended  ir^  confidering  alfo  the  natural  (Irength  of 
the  place,  which,  in  the  common  way  of  fpeaking,  was 
reckoned  impregnable,  was  a  defperate  undertaking. 
But  perfons  who  have  their  minds  pofTefled  with  the 
romantic  ideas  of  honour  in  war,  feldom  eftimate  dan- 
ger by  the  ftridt:  rules  of  prudence  i  but  provided 
-the  honours  in  view  be  great,  feldom  attend  minute- 
ly to  the  dangers  which  lie  in  the  way  of  the  objeft. 
in  the  hiftory  of  military  achievements  in  all  ages  we 
find  that  the  fuccefs  of  great  attempts  have  depended 
upon  a  noble  contempt  of  forms  and  ordinary  calcu- 
lations. Providence,  in  contempt  of  human  pride, 
ever  was,  and  ever  will  be,  the  great  arbiter  in  war. 
Montgomery  depending  much  upon  fortune,  and  al- 
fo upon  the  nature  and  dilpofition  of  the  garrifon,  de- 
termined on  a  defperate  attempt  to  carry  the  place  by 
fcaling  the  walls. 

As  in  the  moft  perfect  focic'ty  upon  earth  there 
have  been  found  traitors,  fo  in  this  army  of  provinci- 
als there  were  fome  who  betrayed  the  purpofes  of  the 

general  to  the  garrifon  of  Quebec. Some  defer- 

ters,  either  through  defign,  or  to  make  their  peace 
with  the  governor,  informed  the  befieged  of  the  de- 
lign  of  the  general.  This  he  was  fortunate  enough 
to  perceive,  from  the  motions  of  the  townfmen,  who 
had  not  only  been  informed  of  his  defign  in  general, 
but  of  the  particular  manner  of  carrying  it  into  exe- 
cution. This  unfortunate  circumflance  difconcerted 
his  whole  plan,  and  made  him  change  his  difpofitions, 
which  had  a  confiderable  influence  on  the  fucceeding 
events.  Flad  he  fucceeded  in  his  firft  fcheme,  aod 
made  good  a  lodg-ment  in  the  citv  in  any  part  that 
was  unguarded,  there  v/ould  have  been  a  fevert* 
ftruggle  for  the  poilffiion  of  it,  and  it  is  not  impro.' 
Vol.  i.  Bbbb  babie 
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bable  that  Quebec  would  have  been  taken,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  vigilance  and  aftivity  of  the  Governor^ 
Moncgomery  being  fruftrated  in  his  plan  of  operation, 
proceeded  to  attack  the  town  according  to  a  new- 
plan.  Upon  thelaft  day  of  the  year  1775,  and  un- 
der the  cover  of  a  violent  ftorm  of  fnow,  he  proceeded 
to  this  arduous  attempt.  Having  difpofed  his  little 
army  into  four  divifions,  of  which  two  carried  on 
falfe  attacks  againft  the  upper  town,  whilft  himfelf 
and  Arnold  conducted  two  real  ones  againft  oppofite 
parts  of  the  town.  By  this  means  the  alarm  was 
general  in  both  towns,  and  might  have  difconcerted 
the  moft  experienced  troops.  From  the  fide  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  round  to  the  Bafon,  eve- 
ry part  feemed  equally   threatened   and    ecjually  in 

danger. 

About  five  o'clock,  Montgomery,  at  the  h^ad  of 
the  New- York  troops,,  advanced  againft  the  lower 
town,  at  a  place  called  Aunce  de  Mere  under  Cape 
Diamond  :  but  for  fome  difficulties  which  had  inter- 
vened in  his  approach,  the  fignal  for  engaging  had 
been  given,  and  the  garrifon  alarmed  before  he  could 
reach  the  place.  He  notwithftanding  prefled  on  in  a 
narrow  file  upon  a  fcanty  path,,  with  a  precipice  to 
the  river  on  one  fide,  and  an  hanging  above  him  which 
in  a  manner  projefted  over  him.  Having  feized  and 
pafTed  the  firft  barrier,  accompanied  by  a  few  of  his 
braveft  men  and  officers,  he  marched  boldly  at  the 
head  of  his  detachment  to  attack  the  fecond.  This 
was  much  ftronger  than  the  firft,  and  had  feveral  can- 
non loaded  with  grape  fliot.  From  this  much  execu- 
tion was  done  upon  the  aflailants ;  both  the  cannon 
and  muflcetry  were  well  diredled,  and  from  this  bar- 
ikr  or  battery  Montgomery  was  killed,  and  finiftied 

bis 
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hh  military  career  j  he  fell  together  with  his  aid-de- 
camp, and  Teveral  officers ;  ana  the  moft  of  thofe  chat 
"Were  near  his  perfon  lay  dead  upon  the  fpot.  Upon 
the  fall  of  Montgomery,  the  command  devolved  up- 
on one  Campbell,  who  retired  immediately,  without 

making  any  further  attempt  to  proceed. It  was 

thought  by  the  colonifts  that  Campbell  yielded  too 
eafily  to  the  firft  imprefiion,  and  that  had  he  continu- 
ed the  attack  as  refolutely  as  Montgomery  began  it, 
as  they  were  now  clofe  at  the  battery,  and  might 
have  taken  it  with  little  lofs,   that   the  town  would 

have  fallen   into  their  hands. -For  as  Arnold  was 

gaining  ground  in  that  quarter  which  he  attacked,  had 
Campbell  pufhed  the  attack  as  he  might  have  done,  it 
-would  have  prevented  the  Governor  from  employing 
the  forces  in  that  part  of  the  town  againft  Arnold's  di- 
vifion,  which  were  already  victorious,  and  would  have 
diftradled  the  townfmen,  that  they  would  not  have  had 
time  to  have  paid  attention  to  the  progrefs  of  the  other 
•divifion  of  the  provincials. 

While  things  were  carried  on  in  this  quarter  as  has 
i>een  mentioned,  Arnold  was  not  idle  in  puOiing  mat- 
ters as  far  as  he  could  in  the  department  afligned 
to  him.  With  an  intrepidity  that  would  have  done 
honour  to  the  moft  veteran  troops,  this  divifion  at- 
tacked that  part  of  the  town  called  the  Saut  aut  Mate- 
lot,  and  having  penetrated  through  St.  Roques,  they 
attacked  a  well-defended  battery,  Vv'hich  they  carried 
after  an  hour's  fharp  engagement,  with  confiderable 
lofs.  It  was  here  that  their  commander  was  wound- 
-ed,  his  leg  was  fhattered  by  a  fhot,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  carry  him  to  the  camp  ;  but  thefe  troops 
did  not  retreat  haftily  upon  the  departure  of  the  com- 
mander, as  the  New- York  detachment  did  -,  his  place 

B  b  b  b  2  was 
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>vas  fupplied  by  other  officers,  who  with  no  lefs  in- 
trepidity carried  on  the  attack,  and  the  men  fhewed 
a  refolution  on  that  occafion  equal  to  the  oldeft  and 
molt  regular  forces.  They  were  as  yet  ignorant  of 
Montgomery's  misfortune,  and  were  fo  far  from  being 
dejefted  Vv^ith  their  own,  that  they  pufhed  on  with 
greater  vigour,  and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  ano- 
ther battery.  Had  all  the  provincial  troops  on  this 
occafion  been  equal  to  thofe  of  New  England,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  misfortunes  they  fullained  by  the 
lofs  of  their  general  officers,  they  would  certainly 
have  taken  the  town  that  very  day.  The  New  York 
forces  certainly  behaved  but  ill  in  precipitately  re- 
treating, upon  the  death  of  their  general,  for  had 
they  continued  to  have  made  a  diveriion  in  that  part 
of  the  town  where  they  were  appointed  to  ferve,  they 
would  have  prevented  the  garrifon  from  attacking 
Arnold's  party  in  the  rear,  which  would  have  been 
of  great  confequence. 

Upon  Campbell's  retreat,  the  garrifon  had  now  time 
to  turn  their  whole  attention  to  Arnold's  divifion,  and 
perceived  they  had  now  an  occafion  offered  of  cutting 
their  retreat  off.  The  fituation  of  the  affailants  was 
now  fuch,  that  in  attempting  a  retreat,  they  had  to 
pafs  a  confiderable  way  within  fifty  yards  of  the 
walls,  expofed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the  garrifon.  And 
what  rendered  their  fate  inevitable  was,  a  confidera- 
ble detachment  with  feveral  field  pieces  iffued  thro' 
a  gate  which  commanded  that  paflage,  and  attacked 
them  furioufly  in  the  rear,  while  they  were  already 
fully  employed  in  every  other  part,  by  the  troops 
which  poured  upon  them  in  every  other  quarter.  In 
t:hefe  defperate  circumftances,  without  a  poffibility  of 
efcape,  attacked  on  all  fides,  and  under  every  difad- 

vantage 
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vantage  of  ground,  as  well   as  numbers,  they  obfti- 
nately  defended  themfelves  for  three  hours,  and  at 
lafl  furrendered  prifoners  of  war.     A  greater  inftance 
of  bravery  has   not  been  exhibited   by    any  veteran 
troops  on  almoft  any  occafion,  and  provided  they  had 
not  been  under  the  predicament  of  rebellion,  v/ould. 
have  had  the  honour  of  being  extolled  as  the  greatefl: 
heroes  in   the  gazette.     The  governor    treated    the 
prifoners  with  great  humanity,  and  it  was  thought  a 
thing  more   extraordinary  that  he  purfued  fuch  leni- 
tive meafures,  feeing  he  had  been  long  habituated  to 
the  feverity  of  a  military  life.     This  obfervation  fug- 
gefls  an  idea  in  no  wife  friendly  to  thofe  who  aiTume 
a  military  charafler,  and  purfue  war  as  a  profefTioni — 
fuch  a  manner  of  life  hardens  the  human  heart,  and 
renders  the  feelings  of  the  foul  callous  to  the  pains 
and  diftreffes  of  our  fellow-creatures.     The  profeffiou 
of  arms  ought  certainly  only  to  be  occafional,  when 
there  is  a  fpecial  call  to  defend  ourfelves  and  property 
againft  unjuft  claims  and  aflfaults; — but  it  ought  ne- 
ver to  be  the  ftudy  of  a  man's  life,   and  the  conflant 
theme  of  his   praftice.     Such   as   go  volunteers   to 
foreign  wars,  in  which  they   are  no  wife   interelted, 
pnly   for  the  fake  of  learning  to  Ihcd    blood,    can 
only  be  confidered  as  profefTional  butchers,  going   a- 

broad  to  learn  their  bufmefs. After   the  death  of 

Montgomery,  all  enmity  againft  him  arifing  from  par- 
ty animofity  ceafed,  and  refpefl  to  his  private  character 
prevailed  over  every  other  conlideration;  his  dead 
body  received  every  pofiTible  mark  of  diftinftion  from 
the 'Viftors,  and  was  interred  at  Quebec  with  all' 
the  military  honours  due  to  a  brave  foldier.  Bj» 
comparing  the  different  accounts  and  circumftances 
fubfequent  to  the  engagement,  the  provincials  in 
'    '      ■  killed. 
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killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners,  did  not  lofe  fewer 
than  half  of  their  number.  This  appears  from  a  let- 
ter of  General  Arnold,  written  /oon  after, — which 
ftates  the  remaining  number  at  only  700  men. 

Thus  fell  Richard  Montgomery  in  the  caufe  of  li- 
berty, fighting  as  he  believed,  and  as  unbiaffed  reafon 
■will  in  after  ages  determine,  for  the  rights  of  human 
nature  and  of  his  country,  againft  the  illegal  encroach- 
ments of  a  Britifh  miniftry,  who  by  mifleading  their  ^ 
moft  gracious  fovereign,  the  rightful  prince  and  mo- 
narch of  a  vaft  empire,  procured  by  the  energy  of 
fomeinvifible  influence,  the  fan<5tion  of  legiflative  au- 
thority, to  opprfefs  the  fubje6ls,  contrary  to  the  funda- 
mental ftatutes  of  a  noble  and  well-poifed  conftitu- 
tion. — He  died  in  modern  ftile,  a  rebel,  but  no  other- 
wife  deferved  that  charader  than  Ruffel  and  Sidney, 
names  which  will  ever  live,  while  there  are  any  perfons 
living  who  value  the  glorious  Revolution,   and  love 
liberty.     He  was  a  gentleman  of  a  good  family  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  ferved  with   reputation  in 
the  laft  war  with  France  and   Spain :    He  fell  in  the 
prime  of  life,  much  lamented  by  his  friends,  and  even 
praifed   by  his  enemies.     His    many  and    excellent 
qualities,  and  agreeable  difpofition,  had  procured  him 
an  uncommon  ftate  of  both  public  and  private  elleem, 
and   there  was   perhaps    no  perfon    engaged  on  the 
fame  fide,  and  few  on  either,  whofe  lofs  would  have 
been  more  regretted  both  in  Britain  and  America. — 
He  was  a  real  and  firm  lover  of  liberty,  and  his  ene- 
mies could  never  with  juftice  accufe  him  of  being  a 
friend    to  licentioufuefs;    he  had  Itudied  and  under- 
liood  the  true  principles   of  liberty,  believed   their 
real  value,  and  counted  nothing  too  dear  in  fupport- 
ing  of  them.     He  married  a  lady,  and  purchafcd  an 

eftate 
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eftate  in  New  York,  and  on  this  account  was  induce 
to  confider  himfelf  as  American.     When  he  perceived 
the  meafures  of  the  Britifh   minillry  with  regard  to 
his  country  direfcly  overturning  what  he   believed   to 
be  the   colony  conftitution,  he  joined  in  oppofing 
them,   not  from  wrath,  but  principle.     He  was  led 
from  fentiment  and  full  perfuafion,  that  it  was  his  du- 
ty to  quit  the  fweets  of  an  eafy  fortune,   the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  loved  and  philofophic  rural  life,  with   the 
higheft  domeftic  felicity,  to  take  a  fiiare  in  all  the  mi- 
ferics  and  dangers  of  thofe  troubles  which  have  been 
already  fo  baneful  to  the  empire.     He  had  undoubt- 
edly great  military  abilities,  though  in  the  attempt  in 
which  he  fell  he  was  unfuccefsful.     It  is  much   to  be 
lamented  that  a  man  of  fo  great  abilities,  and  fo  well 
formed  to  fupport  the  glory  of  his   country,    fhould 
have  fallen  in  a  moft  unnatural  civil  conteft.     In  Ame- 
rica he  was  revered   and  extolled  as  a  martyr  to  the 
caufe  of  human  nature  and  the  liberties  of  mankind. 
What  was  more  extraordinary,  the  moil:  eminent  ora- 
tors in  the  Britifh   fenate,  difplaying  their  eloquence 
inpraifing  his  virtues  and  lamenting  his  fate.     A  great, 
fpeaker,  whofe  eloquence   has  often  been  admired,  a 
veteran  fellow- fold ier  of  Montgomery  in  the  late  war, 
fhed  abundance  of  tears  whiift  he  expatiated  on  their 
paft  friendlliip  and  participation  of  fervice  in  that  fea- 
Ibn  of  enterprize  and  glory.     Even    the   minifter   ex- 
tolled his  virtues,  whiift  he  condemned  the  rebellious 
caufe  they  were   employed   in,   and   the  fatal   efFeAs 
whiclftheir  miftaken  application  had  produced.     In 
this  praife  of  the  minifter  there  is  fomeching  exceed- 
ingly myfterious,  for  it  fuppofes  what  can  never  hap- 
pen, namely,  that  virtue  can  be  applied  to  rebellious 
purpofes.     When  a  man  is  really  engaged  in  wh;  t  is 

tiuly 
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truly  rebellion,  that  which  fome  people  call  virtue  is 
no  more  than  vicious  exertions  of  the  nnind  againft 
truth.  If  Montgomery's  application  of  the  powers 
of  his  mind  and  body  was  employed  in  fupporting 
rebellion,  in  the  true  fenfe  of  the  word,  inftead  of  be- 
ing reckoned  virtuous,  he  ought  to  have  been  ac- 
counted a  perfon  deflitute  of  all  true  fenfe  of  moral 
virtue.  But  it  would  appear  that  the  minifter  had  a 
different  opinion  and  mufl  have  had  fome  fufpicion  of 
the  exiflence  of  Montgomery's  rebellion. 

Governor  Carleton  and  his  officers  acquired  great 
honour  by  the  defence  they  made,  and  the  behaviour 
of  the  garrifon  would  have  done  honour  to  verteran 
troops.  Itfhews  how  far  the  example  of  a  few  brave 
officers  will  operate  to  render  the  raweft  and  worft 
formed  troops  refpeclablc.  The  Governor  is  allow- 
ed on  all  hands  to  be  one  of  the  firft  military  charac- 
ters of  the  age,  and  on  this  occafion  he  by  no  means 
tarniffied  the  reputation  he  had  formerly  acquired. 

After  the  unfuccefsful  attack  of  Quebec,  the  be- 
fiegers  immediately  quitted  their  camp,  and  retired 
about  three  miles  out  of  the  city,  where  they  fecured 
and  ftrengthened  their  quarters  as  well  as  they  were 
able,  being  apprehenfive  of  an  attack  from  the  garri- 
fon j  but  the  one  was  an  unfit  for  purfuing,  as  the  o- 
thcrs  were  to  have  endured  a  fevere  attack.  The 
Governor  wifely  contented  himfelf  with  the  unex- 
pefled  advantage  he  had  obtained,  v»^ithout  hazard- 
ing the  fate  of  the  province,  and  perhaps  of  America, 
by  a  rafh  and  uncertain  enterprize.  The  city  was 
now  out  of  danger,  and  the  great  fuccours  which 
were  expefled  would  not  fail  to  relieve  the  whole 
province.  Arnold,  who  now  commanded  in  chief, 
upon  the  death  of  Montgomery  was    far  from  being 

in 
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in  an  eligible  fituation  ;  phe  clinnate  was  uncommonly 
cold,  and  the  weather  fevere ;  the  hope  of  affiftance 
was  diftant,  and  the  arrival  of  fuccours  of  confe- 
quence  flow.     Notwithflanding  the  provincials  with 

an  aftonifhing  perfeverance  bore  every  hardfhip. 

They  had  loft  their  commander  in  chief,  the  beft  of 
their  officers,  and  fome  of  the  braveft  of  their  men, 
with  a  part  of  their  fmall  artillery  j  they  could  not  de- 
pend upon  the  Canadians,  who  ^cklenefs  rendered 
it  unfafe  to  depend  upon,  and  whom  fuccefs  or  difap- 
pointment  were  equally  ready  to  influence.  In  fuch 
a  fituation,  it  required  no  fmall  fliare  of  addrefs  and 
activity  to  keep  together  fuch  an  army,  where  their 
hopes  were  fmall  and  their  danger  multiplying.  Ge- 
neral Arnold,  who  had  hitherto  difplayed  uncommon 
abilities  in  his  itiarcli  into  Canada,  difcovered  on  this 
occafion  the  utmoft  vigour  of  a  determined  mind,  and 
a  genius  full  of  refources.  Wounded  and  defeated 
as  he  was,  he  put  his  troops  in  fuch  a  condition  as  to 
keep  them  ftill  formidable;  and  inftead  of  appear- 
ing as  one  who  had  met  with  a  defeat,  he  continued 
to  threaten  the  city,  by  turning  the  fiege  into  a  block- 
ade, and  efi'ediually  to  obftrud  the  arrival  of  all  fup- 
plies  of  provifions  and  necefl^aries  into  the  town.  He 
difpatched  an  exprefs  to  General  Vv^'oofter,  who  was 
at  Montreal,  to  bring  fuccours,  and  take  upon  him 
the  command  j  but  as  this  was  not  immediately  to  be 
done,  he  fupported  himfelf  againft  the  difficulties  that 
furrounded  him  v/ith  the  force  which  he  had.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  whole  of  his  operations,  that  the  Go- 
vernor confidered  it  as  a  dangerous  expedient  to  at- 
tack Arnold  in  the  open'  field,  though  he  had  near 
double  the  number  of  his  forces,  and  that  provided  it 
had  been  in  the  power  of  General  Woofler  to  have 
Vol.1.  Cccc  fen't 
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fent  a  fuitable  reinforcement,  the  fate  of  Quebec 
would  have  ilill  been  doubtful.  Had  not  Arnold 
been  vv^ounded,  notwithftanding  the  death  of  Mont- 
gomery, it  is  not  improbable  that  Quebec  would 
have  been  taken  that  evening.  It  was  certainly  ft. 
bold  adventure  for  fo  few  troops  to  make  fuch  a  darin,<y 
attack  upon  a  fortified  place,  by  many  reckoned  im- 
pregnable againft  any  force  whatfoever. 

The  march  of  the  New  England  troops  from  Gar- 
diner's Town"  to  Quebec,  may  be  confidered  as  one 
of  thofe  amazing  exertions  of  conduct  and  intrepidity 
which  could  only  be  undertaken  by  a  great  mind,  and 
executed  by  a  people  willing  to  fubmit  to  every  hard- 
ship for  the  fake  of  freedom  and  liberty.  A  multi- 
tude of  men;,  pofleffed  of  fuch  ideas,  difpofing  them 
voluntarily  to  encounter  fuch  hardfhips  anddifficulties^, 
can  never  be  fubdued  by  any  power  on  earth,  with- 
out firft  conquering  their  exiftence>  and  extirpating 
them  from  the  face  of  the  ground.  The  mod  ro- 
mantic notions  of  military  glory  and  honour  will 
never  determine  a  multitude  of  perfons,  freely  and 
voluntarily,  without  any  hope  of  prefent  advantage, 
to  encounter  fuch  great  immediate  hardfhips  and  diffi- 
culties. The  famous  retreat  of  Zenophon  with  ten 
thoufand  Greeks,  which  is  famous  in  hiftory,  was  an 
effort  of  neceffity,  which  is  the  parent  of  invention> 
and  the  long  and  dangerous  march  which  was  con- 
ducted with  fo  much  wifdom  and  intrepidity  was  un- 
dertaken and  purfued  for  immediate  feif-prefervation. 
But  the  march  of  Arnold  through  the  American  de- 
farts  was  undertaken  for  the  fake  of  the  general  cauie 
of  liberty,  as  they  believed,  and  with  a  defign  to  pre- 
vent a  power  wnich   they   thought  inimical    to  the 

fights  of  mankind  from  enflaving  their  country. 

Men 
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Men  of  different  opinions  concerning  the  policy  of 
nations,  will  judge  differently  with  regard  to  this  ex- 
pedition ;  but  whether  they  determine  the  ends  of  it 
good  or  evil,  all  mull  allow,  that  it  was  a  great  under- 
taking, and  conduced  with  much  intrepidity.  After 
the  fermentation  of  party  zeal  has  fubfided,  and  men 
cooly  confider  the  adions. of  .others,  and  their  princi- 
ples, they  will  be  obliged  to  confefs  that  the  march  of 
Colonel  Arnold  and  his  troops  is  one  of  the  greateft 
exploits  recorded  in  the  2.nnals  of  nations;  when. 
the  way  in  which  they  marched,  the  fcafon  of  the 
year,  the  fcverity  of  the  climate,  and  the  many  other 
difadvantages  and  hardships  which  attended  them  are 
confidered.  They  were  only  new  foldiers,  who  had. 
but  lately  taken  arras  for  the  defence  of  their  li- 
berties, and  had  never  been  accuftomed  to  the  hard- 
ships of  war  i  they  were  led  through  a  wildnernefs,  un- 
explored by  human  eye,  where  there  was  no  paths, 
and  through  thickets  almoft  impenetrable,  and  fwamps 
next  to  impoffible  They  had  no  poffibility  of  obtam- 
ing  any  more  provifions  than  they  carried  with  them, 
*ill  they  came  to  Canada,  either  by  force  or  other- 
wife,  and  it  was  uncertain  when  they  fhould  arrive 
there.  It  required  an  amazing  refolution  to  deter- 
mine men  to  engage  in  fuch  evident  and  unavoidable 
Jiardfhips  already  forifeen,  and  prefented  to  their 
ininds. 


C  c  c  c  2  A  VIRGINIA 
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A 

VIRGINIA       CHARTER, 


KING  JAMES  T's  Letters   Patent  to   Sir  Thomas 

GateSj  Sir  George  Somers,  and  others, for  two 

feveral  Colonies  and  Plantations,  to  t>e  nnade  in 
Virginia,  and  other  parts  and  territories  of  Ameri- 
ca.    Dated  April  loth,  1606, 


I.  TAMES,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Eng- 
J  land,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  &c.  Whereas  our  loving  and  well  dif- 
pofed  fubjeds.  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Sir  George 
Somers,  Knights,  Richard  Hackluk,  Clerk,  Preben- 
dary of  Weftminfter,  and  Edward  Maria  Wingfield, 
Thom-as,  Hanham,  and  Relegh  Gilbert,  Efqiiires, 
William  Parker,  and  George  Popham,  Gentlemen,  and 
divers  others  of  our  loving  fubjefts,  have  been  hum- 
ble fuitors  unto  us,  that  we  will  vouchfafe  unto  them 
our  licence,  to  make  habitations,  plantations,  and  to 
deduce  a  colony  of  fundry  of  our  people  into  that 
part  of  America  commonly  called  Virginia,  and  other 
parts  and  territories  in  America,  either  appertaining 
unto  us,  or  which  are  not  now  a<5lually  pofiefTed  by 
any  Chriftian  Prince  or  people,  fituate,  lying,  and 
being  ail  along  the  fea  coafts,  betw^ecn  four-and-thir- 
ty  degrees  of  northerly  latitude  from  the  equinoftial 
V      •  ■     •  '.  '        ■'  line. 
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line,  and  five-and-forty  degrees  of  the  fame  latitude, 
and  in  the  main  land  between  the  fame  four-and-thirty 
and  five-and-forty  degrees,  and  the  iflands  there- 
unto adjacent,  or  within  one  hundred  miles  of  the 
coaft  thereof, 

II.  And  at  that  end,  and  for  the  more  fpeedy  ac- 
eomplilhment  of  their  faid  intended  plantation  and 
habitation,  they  are  defirous  to  divide  themfelves 
into  feveral  colonies  and  companies;  the  one  con- 
lifting  of  certain  knights,  gentlemen,  merchants,  and 
other  adventurers,  of  our  city  of  London  and  elfe- 
where,  which  are,  and  from  time  to  time  ftiall  be, 
joined  unto  them,  which  do  delire  to  begin  their  ha- 
bitation and  plantation  in  fome  fit  and  convenient 
place,  between  four-and-thirty  and  one-and-forty  de- 
grees of  the  faid  latitude,  along  the  coaft  of  Virginia 
and  coafts  of  America  aforefaid;  and  the  other,  con- 
fifting  of  fundry  knights,  gentlemen,  merchants,  and 
the  other  adventurers,  of  our  cities  of  Briftol  and  Ex- 
eter, and  of  our  town  of  Plymouth,  and  of  other  places, 
which  do  join  themfelves  unto  that  colony,  which  do 
defire  to  begin  their  plantation  and  habitation  in  fome 
fit  and  convenient  place,  between  eight-and-thirty  de- 
grees and  five-and-forty  degrees  of  the  faid  latitude,  all 
along  the  faid  coaft  of  Virginia  and  of  America,  as 
that  coaft  lieth. 

III.  We,  greatly  recommending,  and  gracioufly 
accepting  of,  their  defires  for  the  furtherance  of  fo 
noble  a  work,  which  may,  by  the  providence  of  Al- 
mighty God,  hereafter  tend  to  the  glory  of  his  divine 
Majefty,  in  propagating  of  Chriftian  religion  to  fuch 
people  as  yet  live  in  darknefs  and  miferable  igno- 
rance of  the  true  knowledge  and  worftiip  of  God ; 
and  may  in  time  bring  the  infidels  and  favages  living 
'     ■  in 
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in  thofe  parts,  to  human  civility,  and  to  a  fettled  and 
quiet  government:  Do,  by  thefe  our  letters  patents, 
gracioufly  accept  of  and  agree  to  their  humble  and 
well  intended  defires. 

IV.  And  do  therefore  grant  to  the  London  com- 
pany liberty  to  fettle  any  where  on  the  coaft  of  North 
America,  between  latitude  four-and-thirty  degrees 
and  latitude  one-and-forty  degrees,  and  of  the  fea- 
coall  near  their  place  of  fettlement  to  the  diftance  of 
fifty  miles  from  it,  each  way,  and  to  the  depth  of  one 
hundred  miles  into  the  main  land. 

V.  And  we  do  alfo  grant  to  the  Plymouth  compa- 
ny liberty  to  fettle  any  where  on  the  coaft  of  North 
America,  between  latitude  eight-and-thirty  degrees 
and  latitude  five-and-forty  degrees,  and  of  the  fea- 
coaft  near  their  place  of  fettlement  to  the  diftance  of 
fifty  miles  from  ic,  each  way,  and  to  the  depth  of  one 
hundred  miles  into  the  main  land. 

VI.  Provided  that  the  fettlements  that  fiiall  be  laft 
made  fhall  be  no  more  than  one  hundred  miles  diftant 
from  the  firft. 

VII.  And  we  alfo  ordain,  that  each  of  thefe  colo- 
nies ftjall  be  governed  by  a  council  of  thirteen  perfons 
appointed    by  the  King. 

VIII.  And  there  fhall  alfo  be  a  fuperior  council 
of  thirteen  perfons  refiding  in  England,  appointed  by 
the  King. 

IX.  And  moreover  we  do  grant  liberty  to  work 
all  mines  of  gold  and  filver  in  the  faid  colonies,  paying 
to  the  King  a  fifth  part  of  the  gold  and  filver,  and  a 
fifteenth  of  the  copper. 

X.  And  a  power  is  hereby  given  to  eftablifti  coins 
for  thofe  colonies. 

XI.  And  we  do  likewife  give  full  power  and  au- 

thority 
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thority  to  carry  out  the  King's  fubjedls  to  fettle  the 
faid  colonies. 

XII.  Moreover,  we  grant  power  and  licence,  to 
refift  and  expel  all  intruders  into  the  faid  colonies. 

XIII.  We  give  and  grant  power  to  raife  two  and 
a  half  per  cent,  upon  all  goods  imported  thither  by 
the  King's  fubjeds,  and  five  per  cent,  upon  thofe  im- 
ported by  ftrangers. 

XIV.  And  we  do  further  give  and  grant  liberty 
to  carry  goods  into  the  faid  colonies,  from  the  King's 
other  dominions,  free  from  cuftom  for  feven  years. 

XV.  Alfo  we  grant  a  general  denization  of  all  fuch 
perfons  as  fhall  be  born  in  thefe  colonies. 

XVI.  Moreover,  we  declare,  that  all  perfons,  who, 
under  pretence  of  trading  to  thefe  coloniesi  jfhall  fend 
goods  into  foreign  countries,  Ihall  forfeit  their  Ihips 
and  goods. 

XVII.  Provifion  in  cafe  of  any  of  the  inhabitants 
of  thofe  colonies  ihall  rob  or  injure  any  other  of  the 
King's  fubjedls,  or  the  fubjed:s  of  any  prince  or  (late 
in  amity  with  England. 

XVIII.  And  finally,  we  promife  to  grant  the  lands 
that  fhall  be  occupied  by  the  firll  colony,  to  fuch  per- 
fon,  as  fhall  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe  by  the 
council  of  that  colony. 

XIX.  And  do  in  like  manner,  grant  the  like  pro- 
mife with  refpe6l  to  the  lands  that  fiiall  be  occupied 
by  the  fecond  colony. 

L  U  K  I  N. 

Per  breve  de  prhato  Sigiilo. 


End  of  Volume  First. 
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